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So long to
the kievas

W

hen Joe and Vicki Kieva,
authors of the “Life on the
Road” column (see page 8),
called to let me know they
were going to hang up their
keyboards, it was time for
reflection. Where did all the years go?
At first I was surprised. As admitted
RV junkies who love to help others, I
couldn’t imagine that they were actually
going to take their lives private again.
For more than 23 years, the Kievas have
disseminated information to fellow
RVers, based on their RV adventures
that started in 1961.
Johnny Cash’s song, “I’ve Been
Everywhere, Man,” sums it up best. Joe
retired for the first time in 1989 to pursue a new career in the RV lifestyle sector and he and Vicki never looked back.
Seminars were their calling; they
were good at it. A loving couple with
permanent smiles on their faces, the Kievas really knew how to conduct seminars. They always packed in big crowds
excited to hear what they had to say.
Their stuff was always valuable and
genuine, backed by real-life motorhome
travel experiences.
I really got to know Joe and Vicki
while working together at the Life on
Wheels conferences in the mid 1990s.
Former MotorHome columnist Gaylord
Maxwell had a dream that a school of RV
could be just the ticket for enthusiasts
looking to enhance the lifestyle — and
bring in new people at the same time. The
Kievas and I were the first to sign on as
instructors and our friendship grew from
there. Maxwell’s vision was realized. RVers
absorbed information like a sponge and
the Kievas continued on that teaching path
until recently when they decided to really
retire. That’s quite a contrast to the 20
seminars they presented each year while
racking up more than 20,000 miles on their
motorhome odometer to get to the venues.
It was a no-brainer to invite the
Kievas to present seminars at our rallies.
Their lifestyle seminars were extremely
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popular. They focused on subjects ranging from how to make life on the road easier to the secrets of extended travel — and
still like each other after living in a coach
for long periods of time. Their RVing Alaska seminars were also big hits. Attendees
left with their arms stacked with books
the Kievas wrote over the years.
The Kievas started publishing articles in 1993 (their first RV column) and
for 15 years penned the “RV Insight”
column that appeared in Highways, the
official magazine of the Good Sam Club.
More recently, they wrote the “Life on
the Road” column in MotorHome, and
this month’s column will be their last.
While the Kievas will no longer be
tied to an exhausting schedule that has
them traipsing around the country, they
will continue to travel leisurely in their
motorhome. They are excited about
exploring new places and discovering
new ways to make life on the road more
fun and convenient. I’m sure they will
never stop learning about the RV lifestyle,
although you may have to run into them
in a campground to glean any new tips.
They always got a kick out of
describing what they did for a living:
“We travel around the country in a
motorhome, getting paid to tell people
how much fun it is to travel around the
country in a motorhome.” I can attest to
that, since I’m also fortunate enough to
get paid to work in a field that parallels
my lifestyle.
We’re going to miss Joe and Vicki’s
columns and seminars, but we’re happy
they will have more time to visit with
their children and grandchildren, and
be able to travel at will. That’s a nice
place to be in life, especially when behind the wheel of a motorhome, pointed
in random directions.
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from our readers

WHAT IS ONE SAFETY-RELATED PRODUCT
YOU ALWAYS MAKE SURE TO PACK IN YOUR
MOTORHOME AND WHY DO YOU CARRY IT?

That’s the question we asked in our September issue,
and here are some of the replies we received.

PROTECT AGAINST BLOWOUTS
While I have the usual stock of safety equipment stored on
board — fire extinguisher, carbon monoxide sensor, road
triangles and flares, etc., the one safety item I will not leave
without is my air compressor. This may not seem like a
safety item to most, but after the blowout of an inner rear
tire (that I later concluded was due to under inflation) on a
two-lane backcountry road with no possibility to pull over,
I began reading MotorHome articles on tires. Seeing that
inflation was the most important factor (with age a close
second) and that measuring tires cold was the only accurate
way to do it, I bought a portable 120-volt AC compressor.
Now, after staying somewhere for two days or more, part
of my breakdown procedure is to check air pressure in all
tires and fill or deflate to the proper pressure in each. I
keep a log of the readings for each tire, which lets me see
quickly whether any tire is consistently losing air. This may
not seem like a safety item, but a catastrophic tire failure is
a danger not only to my property and me but also to others
on the road.
Joe Obermeyer l Via email
CAN YOU SEE ME NOW?
The one safety-related product I never leave home without
is a reflective vest, like those construction workers wear.
That’s one thing that always gets used, no matter what
the cause of the breakdown. Getting hit by a motorist who
doesn’t see you while you’re trying to fix something by the
side of the road is no fun. One of my former coworkers
learned that the hard way, after being hit while changing a
flat tire on Interstate 20 not far from the Tyler, Texas, exit.
A month in the hospital, eight months of rehab and even
then he had to retire on disability.
Doyle Hunt l Via email
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ALWAYS PREPARED
We always carry a Ruger LCP (lightweight compact pistol)
.380 auto in an Uncle Mike’s size 3 pocket holster. It
doesn’t take up much room in the RV or my pocket when
taking nightly walks to wherever. I have never had to pull
it from the holster and hope that I never have to, but I feel
comfortable doing so if needed.
Denny and Donna Bennett l Deerfield, Ohio
SAFETY MARKS THE SPOT
I purchased four collapsible, roadside warning triangle
reflectors. They are weather-resistant, wind-resistant thanks
to weighted bases, take up very little space when collapsed
and do not require batteries. I use them as safety markers
for my coach or towed vehicle in tight spaces when the
vehicles are very near, or projecting slightly into, road lanes.
I also use them to mark the corners of my slideouts to warn
people to stay clear.
Edward Phillips l Via email
SATELLITE SERVICES
Kristopher Bunker’s piece on TV antennas and satellite
dishes (“The Great Indoors,” September) was informative,
but incomplete when it comes to watching TV in your RV. I
would have liked to see some information about the services
offered by the satellite providers. For example, if you don’t
get local channels or HD, the dish is a lot easier to aim
since you only have to find one satellite. A nice feature from
DirecTV is the Distant Network Service for RVers so you can
watch your favorite network shows when out of your home
area. And instead of activating and deactivating a receiver I
just move mine from our winter home to the RV to our summer home using three separate dishes.
Dave Hagen l Mesa, Ariz.
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coNTACT

CONTRIBUTE AN ARTICLE: We welcome

article submissions from our readers. Writers’
guidelines are on our website at www.motor
homemagazine.com/contact-us. Articles must
include your Social Security or tax I.D. number. Although every reasonable precaution is
taken, MotorHome assumes no liability for
unsolicited manuscripts and/or photography.

SUBMIT A QUICK TIP: Quick Tips is our
forum for RVers to exchange time- and moneysaving ideas and simple tips. Send submissions to MotorHome Quick Tips, 2575 Vista
del Mar Drive, Ventura CA 93001, or email
letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Include
photos, illustrations or drawings, if neces
sary. We’ll pay $35 for each tip we publish.
SEND A PHOTO: Showcase your best photo

on our “Postcards From the Road” Off Ramp
page. Send your image, name, address and
phone number, as well as the story behind
your photo in 60 words or less, to: MotorHome
“Postcards From the Road,” 3300 Fernbrook
Lane N #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447,
or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com.
We’ll pay $50 for each image we publish. See
the Off Ramp page for specific instructions.

ASK A TECHNICAL QUESTION: Questions
for our Coach & Powertrain column may
be sent to MotorHome, 2575 Vista del
Mar Drive, Ventura CA 93001 (please
include your name, city and state). You may
also email questions to tech@motorhome
magazine.com. Selected letters will be
answered in the magazine, but time does not
permit individual replies.
RESOLVE A CONFLICT: Hot Line is our

forum for the resolution of conflicts between
consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers,
accessories suppliers and service providers.
After exhausting all other resources, send
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line (no phone
calls, please) at 3300 Fernbrook Lane N #200,
Minneapolis, MN 55447 and enclose copies of
appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Selected
letters will be edited and published unless
otherwise requested. MotorHome does not
knowingly accept deceptive or misleading
advertising; please notify Hot Line if you have
a contrary experience with any merchandiser or
service provider advertised herein.

ORDER REPRINTS OR BACK ISSUES:

Copies of articles are $3.95 each. Specify the
article title and issue, and send a check or
money order payable to GS Media & Events,
plus your name and address, to MotorHome,
3300 Fernbrook Lane N #200, Minneapolis,
MN 55447. Permission to reprint or quote
excerpts from published articles is considered
upon request, when credit is given. ◆
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USE THE DIRECTORY
We recently returned from our annual camping reunion and I want to caution RVers
about booking campsites. We booked in an
RV resort that was supposed to be a diamond in the rough. To my surprise it was
not listed in the Trailer Life Directory. The
campground had a nice website and we
were excited to go there. That all changed
upon check-in. The sites were incomplete,
with no sewer at our sites, only one 30-amp
hookup to share between three sites and
water shared with another site.
The campground host/owner denied
telling us we would have full hookups even
though we had emails stating that is what
we booked. We made the best of it, but my
advice is to never book a campsite if it’s
not listed in the Trailer Life Directory,
where you at least have the rating system
to judge the campground.
John Kerns l Rozet, Wyo.
CURBSIDE WINDOWS, PLEASE
We are on our second motorhome; both
had the traditional layout of the dining area
and plenty of windows on the curbside. For
the last several years, many of the new RV
floorplans have streetside dining areas and
windows. Why? I don’t want to see what my
neighbors are doing. We’ve been in hundreds of campsites, and whether they’re at
state parks, national parks, county parks or
private campgrounds they are all designed
with the activity area on the curbside. If we
are inside, we want to see what our kids or
other guests are doing outside. I will not
purchase a new motorhome that only has
a small window or two on the curbside.
Manufacturers, please move the windows
to the curbside and make them large and
plentiful. Is there anyone else who agrees?
Jon and Robin Grunzweig
Mission Viejo, Calif.

QUESTION:
Where would you like to see more windows in your motorhome and are you
happy with the dinette design? If not,
what would you change?
Send your comments to MotorHome,
3300 Fernbrook Lane N #200,
Minneapolis, MN 55447; or email
letters@motorhomemagazine.com. ◆

Dethmers/Demco, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Send
an email to letters@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 3300 Fernbrook
Lane N #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447;
include your name, city and state. Letters
may be edited for length and/or clarity.
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life on the road

by joe and vicki kieva

Motorhome
Traveling Tips

P

lanning when to go and

how to get there adds to the
anticipation of any motorhome
road trip. Here are some
thoughts to enhance the enjoyment of the journey.
Consider traveling during the
“shoulder” months of May, June, September and October. These months
experience mild weather and fewer travelers throughout most of the country.
Plan your trip using detailed road
maps that have time and mileage indicators. Automobile clubs are excellent
sources of good maps. Keep in mind
that traveling in a motorhome generally takes about 10 percent longer than
the time indicated on maps. Your GPS
device will provide detailed driving
directions but, before beginning your
travel day, we suggest you compare
those directions with those on a paper
map or computer-mapping program.
When selecting your travel route,
try to avoid the heavy traffic of big cities by going around them. Every major
population center has its rush hour.
Time your travels to avoid getting
caught in commuter traffic. Don’t overlook the possibility of heavy weekend
traffic if you travel late Friday or Sunday
afternoons.
Many new RVers have a tendency
to drive 10 or more hours a day, just as
they did in an automobile. These impatient folks zoom from destination to
destination intent upon driving as many
miles as possible. They don’t see much
along the way and are too tired to enjoy
much when they reach their destination. This can be particularly grueling
when traveling long distances and this
pace is repeated day after day.
Seasoned motorhome travelers
have found that driving between four
and six hours each day is a much more

8
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comfortable pace. It allows them to stop
at interesting spots, enjoy a leisurely
lunch and arrive at their destination in
a relaxed frame of mind. While an occasional long driving day is OK, try to keep
your actual driving time to less than six
hours per day. It may take some attitude
adjusting, but you and your family will
enjoy your travels a lot more.
Aim to drive during the early
hours of the day. Your mind is fresh
and clear, you’ll avoid the heat of the
day and wind will be less of a problem.
Driving through hot deserts and up
mountain grades during the cool early
hours of the day is also easier on your
motorhome’s engine and transmission.
Be sure to take a break every couple
of hours. Walk around your coach. Look

seasoned motorhome
travelers have
found that driving
between four and
six hours each day
is a much more
comfortable pace.
it may take some
attitude adjusting,
but you and your
family will enjoy
your travels
a lot more.

underneath for leaks, check the condition of your tires, and be sure the hitch
receiver and connections are secure.
Make your lunch break a fun part
of the travel day. Roadside rest areas
are convenient but a city park or playground can be a treat for the kids. We
like to combine lunch with a visit to a
local tourist attraction or a factory that
offers tours.
Most states provide a visitor welcome center near their borders. Look
for them in rest areas as you cross from
one state to the next. Welcome centers
usually have racks of informative brochures that have been placed there by
commercial interests, tourist attractions, RV parks and campgrounds. Go
to the counter and ask for a state road
map, state parks and campground directory and any other specialized information you can’t find in the open.
The best stuff is often located behind
the counter.
Check out a travel plaza when it’s
time to refuel. Once known as truck
stops, travel plazas are courting the
business of motorhome travelers. Travel
plazas offer gasoline and diesel fuel,
convenience stores, restaurants and
restrooms. Some have even installed
dump stations and easy-access RV
fuel islands.
Plan on stopping early for the
night. RV parks and campgrounds will
have more vacancies. You will have
time to go for a walk, take a swim or
treat yourself to a nap.
Take advantage of the information available in campground laundry
rooms. RVers have a tendency to chat
while waiting for their clothes to wash
and dry. There’s an excellent chance
the person sharing the laundry room
with you has just come from the direction in which you’re heading. They can
tell you their impressions of the campgrounds, attractions and road conditions they have encountered.
The most important consideration
as you plan when to go and how to get
there is to make sure everyone enjoys
the journey.
Visit the Kievas’ website at
www.rvknowhow.com. u
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escapes
by LAURA MICHAELS

PHoto: NatioNaL PaRk SeRViCe

EVENTS l NOTEWORTHY l WHEELS & GEAR l CROSSROADS

SiNGiN’ iN THe RAiN…FoReSt
SET OFF ON AN ADVENTURE IN
WASHINGTON’S HOH RAIN FOREST
An olive green carpet of stair-step moss
blankets the forest ﬂoor, creeping up tree trunks and
weaving among the sword and lady ferns. the leaves
of Sitka spruce and western hemlock trees reach out
to one another, creating a lush canopy 200 feet above.
Bobcats and Roosevelt elk roam between the layers.
this is the Hoh Rain Forest, which stretches along the
western edge of Washington state’s olympic National
Park and is among the finest examples of temperate
rain forest in the world.
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Here the yearly rainfall total ranges from 140 to 170
inches (12 to 14 feet) and many of the trees are approaching their 300th birthday. two nature trails —
Hall of mosses trail and Spruce Nature trail — loop
through the rain forest near the visitor center. elsewhere the Hoh River trail leads hikers 17 miles to Glacier meadows, hugging mount olympus.
the park’s 88-site campground is open year-round
and offers potable water and a dump station. For more information, call 800-833-6388 or visit www.nps.gov/olym.
December 2012 l
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EVENTS

NOV. 30-DeC. 2 l more than
350 artist booths will line
mill avenue for the Tempe
Festival of the Arts. artists
are selected from around the
United States and only the
best are showcased in categories such as photography,
woodwork, ceramics and wearable art. in addition to art,
festival-goers can check out
street performers and live entertainment; 602-997-2601,
www.tempefestivalofthearts.com.

DeC. 7-9 l the Sugarloaf
Crafts Festival at the Dulles
expo Center in Chantilly, Va.,
will feature more than 300 of
the best artisans displaying
and selling their art — everything from pottery, sculpture,
glass, jewelry, home décor,
furniture, garden items and
more. Up-and-coming artists
will exhibit handmade fashions
and accessories, jewelry and
fine art; 800-210-9900,
www.sugarloafcrafts.com.
DeC. 8 l this year marks the
57th Hollywood beach Candy
Cane Parade, a free event

DeC. 19-23
more than 1 million spectators are expected for the
104th Annual Newport
beach Christmas boat Parade in Newport Beach, Calif.
Yachts, kayaks, canoes and other small boats will be alight
in several colors, celebrating the holiday season, while the
Christmas Boat Parade fills the night air with festive music.
For nearly 14 miles around the harbor, passing by restaurants, yacht clubs and public beaches, the parade of boats
enchants viewers. Fireworks conclude the event on the final
night; 949-729-4400, www.christmasboatparade.com.

held on the Hollywood Beach
Broadwalk, in Hollywood, Fla.
Children and adults alike can
ring in the holiday season while
enjoying a marching band,
ﬂoats, community groups,
lights and more. the theme of
this year’s parade is Jingle Bell
Jamoboree; 954-921-3404,
www.hollywoodﬂ.org.

DeC. 14-16 l For 23 years,
Lutcher, La., has hosted the
Festival of the bonﬁres to
celebrate the holiday season.
all are welcome to enjoy live
music, a car show, bonfires,
a gingerbread house contest,
carnival rides and Santa’s
merry Forest; 225-869-1717,
www.festivalofthebonfires.org.

PHoto: NatioNaL PaRk SeRViCe

DeC. 7-8 l Coined one of
the largest and most popular
barbecue festivals in Florida
and the southeastern United
States, the fifth annual Southern Pines blues & bbQ Festival in Perry, Fla., includes contests such as the triple Crown
Competition; People’s Choice,
where judges sample more

than 35 pulled pork recipes
in search of the tastiest; John
Boy & Billy Grilling Sauce contest; and the Backyard BBQ
Competition; 850-584-5366,
www.southernpinesblues.com.
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WHEELS & GEAR

tWiN BeD UNiTy
leisure Travel Vans expanded its Unity lineup for 2013
with an all-new twin bed model. the U24tB features two
rear twin beds that convert to a king simply by filling in the
middle with the provided mattress inserts. enjoy a movie
on the 22-inch LeD tV from the comfort of bed or take in
the views through the almost-full-wall windows. Curved
maple or cherry cabinets provide attractive interior storage to
accompany 62 cubic feet of exterior storage. Wood-look vinyl
ﬂooring runs throughout the U24tB and is complemented by
Ultraleather furnishings. the Unity’s front dinette converts
into a single bed, and both setups provide a comfortable
spot to view the pop-up 26-inch LeD tV. the galley features
a deep stainless steel sink, two-burner cooktop, convection
microwave and three-way refrigerator/freezer. the rear shower
with skylight is across the aisle from the lav with porcelain
toilet and round stainless steel sink.
Built on the mercedes-Benz Sprinter 3500 chassis, the
U24tB is equipped with a 15,000-Btu air conditioner with
heat pump and power patio awning. the twin bed model has
a base mSRP of $114,270.
leisure Travel Vans, 877-992-9906, www.leisurevans.com

eaSY StoRaGe ACCeSS

DeFLeCt ROAD DebRiS
minimize dinghy damage with Blue ox’s new KarGard ii
protection screen. this bumper-to-bumper polypropylene screen prevents chips and dings by shielding the
dinghy vehicle from rocks, dirt and road debris kicked
up by the motorhome. its gas spring ensures enough
clearance during turns so the screen won’t damage the
coach or towed vehicle. Using the provided aluminum
mounting equipment, the karGard ii attaches to Blue
ox motorhome tow bars at the triple lug bolt; an adapter
kit is available for use with Roadmaster tow bars. the
karGard ii rolls up to the coach bumper when not in
use. the karGard ii is available at RV dealerships and
parts and service centers nationwide. mSRP: $595.
blue Ox, 800-228-9289, www.blueox.com

12
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exterior storage compartments provide valuable space for
RVing essentials like a barbecue, outdoor chairs and tables, and, of course, the necessary hoses and attachments.
But when retrieving these items results in one too many
bumps on the head thanks
to a falling compartment
door, a weekend getaway
can be anything but relaxing. that’s where Hatchlift,
LLC comes in. the Lakewood, Colo.-based company
manufactures aftermarket
hydraulic door lift kits for
RV storage compartment doors. the kits are available in
four sizes — small, standard, medium and large — and
can be installed using a variable speed drill and basic hand
tools. Using hydraulic springs, the kits safely hold open
compartment doors and eliminate the need for externally
mounted brackets and temporary supports.
the Hatchlift kits range in price from $38.99 to $42.99
and are available at Camping World stores and online at
www.hatchlift.com.
Hatchlift, 303-233-6083, www.hatchlift.com
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News briefs

JaYCo motoRHomeS SUPPoRt
‘TOUR OF DUTy’ RiDe
Two Jayco motorhomes served as support vehicles for
the tour of Duty bicycle journey after the middlebury, ind.-based
company donated the use of the RVs.
Jayco donated a Seneca 36Fk and Greyhawk 31SS to tour
of Duty, a group of 24 australian and american military members, firefighters and police officers who set off on a bicycle journey across the United States starting from the USS midway in
San Diego, Calif., on aug. 12 and finishing in New York on Sept.
10. their 2,600-mile ride stopped in various cities across the
United States to show honor and display appreciation for both
nations’ first responders.
“We are proud to get behind such a great cause,” said
Derald Bontrager, president of Jayco. “those who serve our
country continuously carry out selﬂess acts of courage and
deserve the respect and admiration that this ride represents.”
in 2010, australian and american firefighters and police
united for a relay run from Los angeles to New York, where Jayco
also donated the use of two motorhomes as support vehicles.

NeWmaR BUiLDS 1,000tH
eSSeX MOTORHOMe
Newmar Corp. celebrated
the sale of the 1,000th essex
motorhome built at its Nappanee,
ind., facility and handed off the
keys to new owner Steve Biddle.
the 2013 essex was sold by Florida-based North trail RV Center.
Biddle accepted the keys to the
coach from Newmar Ceo Richard
Parks and John Sammut, vice
president of sales and marketing. left to right: John Sammut,
Steve biddle and Richard Parks.
Biddle said he’s proud to own a
Newmar product “built by wonderful craftsmen and in such a wonderful community.”
the essex evolved from the mountain aire Limited in 2003
and, according to the company, is an iconic high-end coach that
offers luxury, unrivaled cabinetry and exquisite paint finishes.
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three years after its purchase by Navistar inc.,
Monaco RV has changed its name to Navistar RV.
the monaco and Holiday Rambler brands will remain
distinct and intact under the Navistar RV subsidiary
of Navistar inc. Navistar, a producer of school buses,
commercial trucks and defense vehicles, acquired
monaco RV in 2009. Since the acquisition, the company has streamlined operations and appointed a
new executive management team. Navistar has also
fully integrated the design, development, testing and
validation of its RVs with the company’s commercial
truck and bus product development organization.
Navistar RV’s monaco and Holiday Rambler brand
motorhomes are produced in a fully integrated
manufacturing facility located in Wakarusa, ind.,
with powertrain, chassis and body assembly in one
dedicated facility.
lazydays RV has partnered with born Free Motorcoach to sell the company’s line of luxury Class C
motorhomes at its dealerships in Seffner, Fla., and
tuscon, ariz. according to a press release, the “Factory Direct Plus” partnership will make Lazydays the
only RV dealership in the country from which customers can purchase Born Free products. While Born
Free will continue to sell to its customers directly
from its factory in Humboldt, iowa, the company stated
in the release that the partnership provides convenient access to its products. it also gives customers
“the expert service of Lazydays’ RVia- and RVDacertified and master-certified RV technicians, as well
as all the amenities that have made Lazydays one of
the most beloved RV destinations in the country.”
Born Free President and Ceo John Dodgen noted:
“We are delighted to be able to enhance the services
and experience we provide our customers through our
Factory Direct Plus partnership with Lazydays.”
lippert Components inc. (lCi), a main supplier of
components to the RV industry, recently made significant investments in its research and development
systems. these investments, the company said, will
allow Lippert to develop parts and engineer solutions
faster in order to better serve the ever-changing RV
market. Lippert acquired a rapid prototype machine
designed to render and produce actual plastic prototype parts from a 3-D computer-aided design. in connection with the prototype machine, LCi also acquired
computerized numerical control and plasma-cutting
steel fabrication machines. this technology will aid
LCi as a leading supplier of slideouts, awnings and
other components for RVs.
December 2012 l
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Come Skate Away
The nostalgia of outdoor ice rinks reaches its peak in Ottawa, Ontario,
where winter turns the Rideau Canal into the world’s largest naturally frozen skating rink. Located in Canada’s capital
city, the Rideau Canal Skateway
stretches nearly five miles and carries its gliding visitors south from
the downtown National Arts Centre
to Dow’s Lake Pavilion. Once at the
pavilion, spend some time exploring
Dows Gallery, an outdoor art exhibition on the ice. Take advantage of
on-site skate and sleigh rentals and
stay warm with stops at the WestJet
Fun ‘n Festival zone or one of several
snack stations. Not just for recreation, the canal is also used by many
Ottawans to skate to work.
Photo: Ottawa Tourism
A UNESCO World Heritage Site
and a National Historic Site of Canada, the Rideau Canal is also home to Winterlude, the capital’s festive celebration held during the first three weekends in February. The canal usually opens for skating in late December, depending on weather
conditions, and delights visitors through February.
For more information, call 800-465-1867 or visit www.ottawatourism.ca

Prominent Pebble Hill

Dish Network, Circle 115 on Reader Service Card

Pebble Hill Plantation (PHP) is
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settled in Thomasville, Ga., an enchanting
town augmented with historic buildings,
quaint shops, Victorian-style homes and a
must-see downtown area. In 1896, Melville
Hanna acquired PHP and five years later gave
the property to his daughter, Kate. Construction began on the plantation in 1901 by
Abram Garfield, commissioned architect and
friend of Kate. Garfield went on to erect all
of the plantation’s major buildings, including the dogtrot log cabin, which was Kate’s children’s school and playroom; the
Plantation Store, a dairy retail outlet for the plantation; and the Loggia Wing, an
addition to the main house. In 1934, a fire destroyed the main house; the Loggia
Wing, however, was saved and still stands today. Reconstruction on the main home
was completed in 1936, just two months before Kate passed away and left PHP
to her daughter, Pansy. Throughout the years Pansy made changes to the plantation including accommodating show horses, racehorses and polo ponies. Hunting,
swimming, picnics and parties were activities enjoyed by all at PHP until 1978
when Pansy passed away. The Pebble Hill Foundation acquired the house upon
her death and continues to maintain the house today.
PHP offers daily tours of the plantation and the main house. Admission for
the main house tour is $15 for adults, $6 for children.
For more information, call 229-226-2344 or visit www.pebblehill.com.
— Amanda Lepinski u
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getaway

by Gerald C. Hammon

Photos: gerald c. hammon

Find Old
and New
in One

Texas City

I

tend to avoid big cities in my

Photo: Daniel Simanek

explorations of our country. Having
grown up in the hustle and bustle
of the San Francisco Bay Area and
spending much of my life in the
Phoenix, Ariz., metropolitan area,
I am usually quite content to look for
removed, less populated destinations
when I travel. However, when my sister
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The River Walk and
Alamo are Just Two of
San Antonio’s Treasures

and brother-in-law invited my wife, Sharon, and me to join them in San Antonio,
Texas, I was quick to accept, with visions
of seeing the famous River Walk at last.
Sharon’s acceptance was more tempered, as she saw just another big city.
Through much of San Antonio’s history, the San Antonio River was a blessing
and a curse. It was a blessing because in

the Southwest water is both uncommon
and precious. The vast majority of major
Southwestern cities trace their origins at
least in part to rivers and the presence
of water. San Antonio is no exception.
On the other hand, the river has been a
curse because it brought flooding to the
heart of the city. It took more than one
flood to convince the city fathers of San
Antonio that something had to be done.
Fortunately, when a decision was made
to take care of the problem, San Antonio
didn’t settle for simple flood control.
From that curse of floods and a
muddy, unsightly stream, the city created a wonderland of walkways, bridges,
shops, restaurants and upscale hotels.
The San Antonio River is controlled by an
upstream dam and channeled through
the heart of the city. During construction, the river channel was deepened.
As a result, the River Walk is below the

19
10/5/12 3:17 PM

Find old and new in one texas city

level of city streets so visitors don’t have
to contend with downtown traffic. You can
explore on foot or on one of the many flatbottomed tour boats.
These tour boats embark from a series
of boarding wharfs all along the River Walk,
making them convenient to take regardless of your starting point. Tours typically
explore a segment of the River Walk and
return you to your point of origin. Boat pilots
maintain a constant chatter about what
you are seeing as well as some of the history of central San Antonio. I can’t vouch
for the accuracy of what they will tell you
since embellishment seems a common
trait of anyone giving tours, but it sure is
entertaining.
The banks of the River Walk are lined
with restaurants and stores and the entire
length is like a botanical garden with a
combination of flowers, colorful awnings
over riverside outdoor restaurants and the
vacation attire of visitors. As we glided
on the water, passing a steady stream of
boats headed in the opposite direction, I
noticed that wild ducks seem to like the
River Walk as much as humans. They

FROM PAGE 19

Left: The entrance to Mission San José
is lined with overhead gun ports. Right:
This loom is one of many artifacts viewable within San Antonio’s Mission San
Francisco de la Espada.

weren’t the least bit concerned with the
heavy boat and foot traffic, and only added
to the ambiance.
The pathways along the river allow for
exploration of the many shops that line its
banks, but they also require you to climb
up and down stairs as the walkways lead
to different levels. The paths also lead to
pedestrian bridges over the river at random
intervals. I wondered how easy it would be
for someone with mobility problems to
explore the River Walk, but realized there are
options — river taxis stop at marked landings
to pick up or drop off passengers. Another
possibility is to use the major hotels and
shopping centers with their escalators and
elevators to travel up to street level and
then back down at another point of access.
There are enough of these to serve as a
feasible route along the River Walk.
Many restaurants along the River Walk
offer outdoor seating under colorful umbrellas. While Tex-Mex is
common fare, you can find
almost any type of food you
desire. During the mid- to
late-1800s, a substantial
number of German immigrants made their home in
and around San Antonio,
and their culinary expertise
is evident in many restaurants’ menus.
Of course, the River
Walk is not San Antonio’s
only attraction. When it
comes to this city, most
The Native Americans’ quarters at Mission San José.
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people think of the Alamo. But as significant as the Alamo is in Texas history, it is
actually only one item in a sweep of history around San Antonio that dates back
300 years.
In the Southwest, the influx of Europeans began with Spanish soldiers mesmerized by visions of gold. Perhaps it was
all Cortez’s fault; if he hadn’t found out
the Aztecs had rooms full of gold, the
soldiers might have packed up and gone
home to Spain. By the time they got to
Texas, around the beginning of the 18th
century, they had tempered their quest for
gold and began introducing Christianity to
the Native Americans. At that time, almost
the only other people besides soldiers willing to travel on their own that far north
were monks. Thus the first Europeans the
Native Americans encountered in what is
now Texas were Franciscan monks and a
few soldiers who accompanied them.
After first attempting to establish
missions in east Texas, the monks moved
their settlements west to the San Antonio
River. For much of the 18th century, the
missions struggled to survive, and by the
1780s the Franciscans had left, turning
the churches over to non-monastic clergy
or abandoning them all together. One of
those abandoned was San Antonio de
Valero, which would become known as
the Alamo, named for the hometown of
Mexican soldiers stationed there. A presidio and community known as San Antonio
de Bexar emerged around the old mission
and Spanish troops took over.
At the beginning of the 19th century,
events moved rapidly in Mexico and the
Southwest. Spain’s power over the new
world was slipping, and the people of
Mexico sensed an opportunity to make the
December 2012 l
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Left: Branches of the Live Oak Tree
weave through the alamo’s old well.
Right: Visitors gather at the alamo’s
chapel entrance.

country their own. By 1821, the Spanish
were gone and mexico was an independent country.
But conflict didn’t end. By the 1830s,
the population of Texas was, for all practical purposes, at war with the mexican
government. It came to a head in 1835
when a rag-tag army of settlers calling
themselves Texians threw a mexican army
out of San Antonio de Bexar and began to
fortify the buildings of the old mission.
In late February 1836, the mexican army
and President lopez de Santa Anna nearly
caught the Texians by surprise. A 13-day
siege ensued, and on march 6, 1836,
Santa Anna’s troops broke through and
killed nearly every Alamo defender.
The battle of the Alamo became the
symbol of Texas’ liberation, and in less
than a year, Santa Anna and the mexican
army were defeated by Texians shouting,
“Remember the Alamo!” Santa Anna himself was captured, and Texas gained its
independence.
The Alamo today bears little resemblance to the Alamo of the battle. Only
the chapel, the long Barracks museum
and a well remain of the original fortifications. The chapel was nearly destroyed
by artillery in the battle and was restored
to its present appearance in the 1850s
when the U.S. Army used the site as a
post. nevertheless, a visit here cannot
help but trigger a sense of solemnity over
the terrible cost to the men who fought for
Texas’ independence.
learn more about the Alamo’s 300year history with a walk along the illustrated Wall of History and reflect on the past
while strolling through the Alamo gardens.
Four other missions established dur-
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ing the early days of Spanish settlement
still remain south of downtown San Antonio. All are open to visitors, and all remain
active Roman catholic parishes. They are
scenic examples of both the hopes and
the disappointments of the Franciscan
missionaries who sought to bring christianity to the native Americans. churches
from the 1700s anchor the sites, along
with outbuildings and residences. Foundations mark churches planned but never
built. Walls and sally gates serve as reminders that life was never completely
safe in the missions. The national Park
Service and the Roman catholic church
have cooperated in their preservation for
more than 25 years.
The headquarters and an excellent
visitor center are at mission San Jose y
San miguel de Aguayo on Roosevelt Avenue on the south side of town. This mission is the best preserved and the largest,
but lacks the wonderful sense of being far
from the urban hustle and bustle of the
city that you experience at the other missions. Directions to all the missions are
available at the visitor center.
As it happened, our trip coincided
with spring break — not a good idea if you
can avoid it. The River Walk was crowded
and the long line of people waiting to go
into the chapel at the Alamo was daunting. I was told the best time to see the
chapel is early on a weekday. At the River
Walk, it’s best to take the boat tour when
you first arrive.
If you are approaching San Antonio
from the west, on Interstate 10, and don’t
mind staying about an hour northwest of
the city, we recommend kerrville-Schreiner
Park in kerrville. In addition to providing

an easy route into the core of the city
with the River Walk and the Alamo, the
kerrville location also allows you to take
in the delights of Texas Hill country. In
Fredericksburg there’s an exceptional World
War II museum, the national museum of
the Pacific War, and a slew of tasty german
restaurants. The Hill country is justifiably
famous for wildflowers during the spring.
There are numerous RV parks and
campgrounds in and around San Antonio.
The closest to the city center is Travelers
World RV Resort, with 165 paved, fullhookup sites. Another choice is Admiralty
RV Resort, which is 20 minutes away from
the central attractions.
Avoid taking your motorhome into the
city, as San Antonio’s streets are not RV
friendly. Instead, drive your dinghy and
park near the River Walk or Alamo.
Yes, San Antonio is a big city, as my
wife anticipated. But it is a big city rife
with considerable history and alive with
worthwhile attractions. ◆
Gerald Hammon, along with wife,
sharon, enjoy sharing destinations,
both well known and unknown, that
combine history and scenic attraction.
He is based in arizona and invites you
to share his journeys.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
aDMIRaLTy RV ResORT
877-236-4715,
www.admiraltyrvresort.com
THe aLaMO
210-225-1391,
www.thealamo.org
saN aNTONIO CONVeNTION
aND VIsITORs BUReaU
800-447-3372,
www.visitsanantonio.com
saN aNTONIO RIVeR WaLK
www.thesanantonioriverwalk.com
TRaVeLeRs WORLD RV ResORT
210-532-8310,
www.travelersworldrvresort.com

saN aNTONIO
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THE NEXT FRONTIER
A Motorhome Trip to Alaska Yields Unforgettable Adventures
by ThoMAS MiChALSKi
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y romance with Alaska began as a
child when I poured over books about
dog sleds, grizzly bears and icecapped mountains. I was enthralled
by the radio and later TV show, “Sergeant Preston of the Yukon,” and his
famous sled dog, Yukon King. Thinking of Alaska and
Canada’s Yukon Territory makes me wonder what happened to the gold-embossed deeds to a square inch of
Yukon land that came in boxes of Quaker Puffed Rice
and Puffed Wheat during the 1950s.
At just 1 square inch per lot, Quaker’s 19 acres on
the west bank of the Yukon River near Dawson City were
subdivided into more than 21 million miniature tracts
of land. Originally homesteaded by Malcolm McLaren
in 1911, Quaker purchased the land near present day
Top of the World Highway in 1955 for its breakfast
cereal promotion. Unfortunately, the tiny parcels were
never formally registered and in 1965 the Canadian
government repossessed the land for nonpayment of
$37.20 in property taxes.
Though I was unable to develop my square inches
of the Yukon, I went ahead and planned my Alaskan
sojourn that included meandering about the lower 48
states and much of Canada.
The trip began in early May when we entered
Manitoba at Pembina, N.D., where Canadian border
patrol officers are friendly but inquisitive about firearms, drugs and fruits and vegetables. Yes, even an
uneaten orange can be confiscated.
Sprinkled with farmland and mountain ranges,
Canada’s highways presented breathtaking scenery as
we drove across Saskatchewan to Edmonton, Alberta,
and up Highway 43 to Dawson Creek, British Columbia.
From there we took the Alaska Highway to Watson Lake
in southeastern Yukon, then to Whitehorse and, finally,
to Fairbanks. Our other stops included Anchorage, Tok
and the Kenai Peninsula town of Homer.
Dawson Creek is the official beginning of the
Alaska Highway. It took just eight months to build the
original 1,528-mile road from Dawson Creek to what
would, in 1959, become our 49th state.
We arrived at the Mile 0 RV Park in Dawson Creek,
where an earlier snowfall had melted in the brisk air
that demanded sweaters and jackets. Here we found
full hookups and pull-through sites, and learned the
park was located next to Walter Wright Pioneer Village
Left to right: The Alaska Highway begins at Dawson
Creek, British Columbia, and plenty of wild animals
will greet you on your journey. Mountain goats and
black bears are a common sight along the Alaska
Highway and it’s not unusual to see a moose walk
across the local roads. The Watson Lake Signpost
Forest in Watson Lake, Yukon Territory, boasts
thousands of markers left by visitors since 1942.
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and about two miles from the Dawson Creek Visitor
Center. Also nearby are the North Alberta Railways Park
and its Railway Station Museum, the Alaska Highway
House, and the Dawson Creek Art Gallery that was fashioned from an old grain elevator.
The Alaska Highway boasts snow-capped mountains, glaciers and frozen lakes even in warmer temperatures. The Northern Rockies present stunning
scenery, and moose, bears, mountain goats, buffalo
and beavers are abundant.
About 300 miles north of Dawson Creek we discovered Fort Nelson, a city known as the gateway to the
Northern Rocky Mountains and the Muskwa-Kechika
Management Area. At about the size of Ireland, Muskwa-Kechika is considered a globally significant area of
wilderness, wildlife and culture. While in Fort Nelson
we explored the city’s heritage museum, a collection
of antique machinery, vehicles, furniture, tools, Alaska
Highway artifacts and a stuffed white moose.
As we journeyed north, we discovered Toad River
Lodge and RV Park at Mile 422 in Toad River, B.C. We
were lucky to snag a lakeside site with full hookups,
and we settled in to absorb the pastoral beauty and stay
awake for a memorable sunset.
The next leg of the expedition was crammed with
mountain peaks, rushing waters and entry into Canada’s fabled Yukon Territory. Critters lurk at nearly every
turn. Wild buffalo in the middle of the road greeted us
more than once. So did mountain goats and bears that
seemed accustomed to humans gathering on their turf
to take pictures, in awe of their very presence.
Worth a stop is Watson Lake’s Signpost Forest at
the north end of town. Started in 1942 by U.S. Army
soldier Carl K. Lindley, who placed a sign pointing the
way and stating the mileage to his hometown of Danville, Ill., it now contains more than 70,000 visitordonated signs.
Watson Lake also boasts the Northern Lights
Centre that chronicles the northern lights — or aurora
borealis — through state-of-the-art video and surround
sound systems.
The campsites within city limits are little more
than dusty lots with few amenities. Drive west approximately 20 minutes to the Baby Nugget RV Park at Mile
650 and find full hookups, an on-site restaurant, RV
wash and laundry facilities. You’ll have to dump wastewater at a community septic tank.
Next up was Whitehorse in the Yukon. Upon entering, we thought we’d discovered a lost city of sidewalks,
shopping centers and all the conveniences of modern
living. With a year-round population of roughly 26,000,
Whitehorse began as a tent-and-cabin town to meet the
demands of heavy rail and riverboat traffic at the turn
of the last century. A second population surge came in
1942 with the construction of the Alaska Highway. In
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The next frontier
1953, Yukon’s capital moved to Whitehorse from Dawson City.
We settled down for three days at Hi
Country RV Park, at the main exit to downtown Whitehorse.
Whitehorse is a refreshing reprieve
from the hardscrabble small towns and
villages that dot the Alaska Highway. The
downtown district is crammed with shops
and boutiques, restaurants and museums.
The Whitehorse Tourism and Culture Center, 100 Hanson St., offers free RV park-
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Denali Rainbow Village and RV Park is
close to Alaska’s Denali National Park.

ing while you tour this fascinating city.
We spent some time exploring the
MacBride Museum of Yukon History,
where visitors can follow the Yukon River
through the history of Whitehorse in the
“Gold to Government” exhibit and view
numerous artifacts, photographs and
wildlife displays. Outside is Sam McGee’s
1899 cabin, home of the man immortalized in Robert Service’s famous poem,
“The Cremation of Sam McGee.”
Onward to Alaska and Tok, the drive
is especially scenic. Most spectacular is
Kluane National Park and Reserve with
its incredible glacier and ice field landscapes. Surrounding mountains were still
snow-capped in July and Kluane Lake was
frozen solid in spots. Full-service campgrounds are minimal, leaving only boondocking as an alternative.
Tok bills itself as the “Gateway
to Alaska” and was formed in 1942 as
a camp for Alaska Highway workers.
Located here is the Burnt Paw Gift Shop,
the Mooseberry Inn and other businesses
that advertise everything from fine art to
cookbooks that detail recipes for moose
nose jelly, bear stew and roasted beaver.
After 5,111 miles behind the wheel,
our next destination of Fairbanks was a
restful stop. We camped at the River’s
Edge RV Park along the Chena River, and
though it’s a bit pricey it was worth the
amenities that include 30- and 50-amp
electricity, large sites, cable TV and Wi-Fi.
A popular diversion from mid-September to April is viewing the northern
lights. But watch out for the roughly 500
moose that live in and around Fairbanks,
and the other 20,000 that claim the vast
area from Ester to North Pole to Fox.
Find information on Fairbanks’ historic downtown district at the Morris
Thompson Cultural and Visitor’s Center,
and be sure to visit the Georgeson Botanical Garden for some high latitude horticulture courtesy of the University of Alaska
Fairbanks.
Next we made our way south along
the George Parks Highway, a panorama of
impressive mountains and glaciers. The
enormous peaks inspire awe, as does the
drive along the Seward Highway National
Scenic Byway to the Kenai Peninsula.
Seward, located near the Harding
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Ocean View RV Park in
Homer, Alaska, is near the
water and within a short
walking distance to town.
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Icefield, Kenai Fjords National Park and
Resurrection Bay, features restaurants,
art galleries and shops on the waterfront
and in the historic district. The city is
home to the Alaska Sealife Center, the
state’s only pubic aquarium that boasts
animal encounters, educational exhibits and fascinating wildlife, including a
2,000-pound Steller sea lion.
The Seward Chamber of Commerce
distributes a free walking map of the city
that details a route beginning at the Port
of Steward and ending at the downtown
waterfront. Points of interest along the
way include Main Street, the Founder’s
Monument, a former church turned into a
coffeehouse, and the once-notorious Alley
B, a transformed one-time World War IIera red light district.
After three days in Seward it was on
to Homer, 173 miles south at the very
end of the Kenai Peninsula on Kachemak
Bay. The city is home to the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge and the
Kachemak Bay Research Reserve. It is
the springboard for air and water travel to
surrounding remote locations, including
glaciers and volcanoes.
The harbor on Homer Spit contains
hundreds of watercraft, including the
commercial crabbing ship, Time Bandit, of Discovery Channel and “Deadliest
Catch” fame This finger of land is also
home to restaurants, galleries and the
Alaska Ferry System.
A two-mile stroll around town is worth
the effort. We walked out of one shop only
to be greeted by a wild moose and her
calves munching on grass in a nearby lot.
When you’re tired of walking, use the
Homer Trolley that traverses the town. For
just $12 for adults and $10 for seniors,
you can ride in comfort while a knowledgeable driver gives an ongoing dialogue

about the area’s history.
We stayed in Homer
for five days before embarking on the long drive back
to Florida. Though I wasn’t
able to visit my few square
inches of property near
Dawson City, this RV exploration brought
natural beauty and excitement at every
turn. ◆
Thomas Michalski is a retired newspaper editor, writer and photographer who
lives in St. Petersburg, Fla. He travels in
a 2011 Fleetwood Southwind with his
wife, Patricia.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
HI COUNTRY RV PARK
867-667-7445,
www.hicountryrvyukon.com
MILE 0 RV PARK
250-782-2590,
www.mile0rvpark.com
OCEANVIEW RV PARK
907-235-3951,
www.oceanview-rv.com
RIVER’S EDGE RV PARK
907-474-0286,
www.riversedge.net
SEWARD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AND VISITORS BUREAU
907-224-8051,
www.sewardchamber.org
STONEY CREEK RV PARK
907-224-6465,
www.stoneycreekrvpark.com
TOAD RIVER LODGE AND RV PARK
250-232-5401,
www.toadriverlodge.com
TOK RV VILLAGE
907-883-5877,
www.tokrv.net
YUKON VISITOR INFORMATION
CENTER, WHITEHORSE
867-667-5036,
www.tc.gov.yk.ca
FAIRBANKS
HOMER
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See us at the
2012 Hershey Show
Booth #522

All New
2013 Models

Class B +

Class C

Well equipped

Factory Direct Price

Loaded with features

$49,999
$53,999

MSRP $69,998 • SAVE $19,999

Factory Direct Price

Phantom 31P

MSRP $93,798 •

Shown in full paint option

23P

Factory Direct Price

Nexus, Circle 138 on Reader Service Card

Factory Direct Price

24V

$67,999
$64,999

MSRP $90,998 • SAVE $25,999

31P

We
build
your
dream.

$67,999
$69,999

MSRP $95,198 • SAVE $27,199

32P

Factory Direct Price

$76,999
$72,999

Factory Direct Price

$74,999
$78,999

27V

MSRP $102,198 • SAVE $29,199

29V

MSRP $104,998 • SAVE $29,999

From Elkhart, IN
to your driveway...

1-855-RV-NEXUS
Nexus RV full page sept MH.indd 1
p29_NEXUS_FP_NOV.indd
29
New Prices.indd 1

$66,999
$66,999

SAVE $26,799

C 2011

www.NEXUSRV.com
6/23/11 3:11 PM
10/1/12
7/30/1210:58
2:30AM
PM

THE SPIRITS
ARE ALIVE
AND WELL
IN THESE
WESTERN
MINING
TOWNS
by B OBBIE HASSELBRING

other lives began to appear before we crossed the Oregon border on our way to Nevada.
The state of Nevada boasts more
than 600 ghost towns and mining
camps, many not more than a few crumbling walls and foundations. My sister
and I recently took a motorhome trip to
explore some of the Silver State’s best
remaining ghost towns.
We headed from Madras, Ore., on

the east side of the Cascade Mountains,
south on Highway 97. This straight and
well-maintained road climbs from a high
desert elevation of 2,400 to 4,800 feet
through mountains decorated with spectacular stands of old ponderosa pine.
While there are plenty of private
RV parks along Highway 97, we chose
Collier Memorial State Park in Chiloquin
because it offers water and electricity,
an on-site dump station and spacious
sites nestled under pines for the bargain

price of $22. A half-mile from camp we
also discovered the surprisingly impressive Collier Logging Museum and the
first of our many ghosts.
From camp, we hiked along Spring
Creek Trail and, at the confluence of
Spring Creek and the crystal clear Williamson River, came upon what looked
like a fully functional logging camp that
had stepped back in time 150 years.
There were steam-powered sawmills,
horse-drawn wagons, antique tools and

PHOTOS: BOBBIE HASSELBRING

G

hosts from older times and

This old cabin, antique car and
wooden streetcar are typical relics
visitors find in Goldfield, Nev.

30
p30x24-MH12DEC-NevadaGHOST.indd 30

December 2012 l

MOTORHOME

10/5/12 3:20 PM

PHOTOS: BOBBIE HASSELBRING

With 18 inches of snow, the 20-mile road into BerlinIchthyosaur State Park proved both challenging and beautiful.

one-room logger cabins, including the
Jim Redden cabin built in 1870. One
exhibit featured a man-sized slice of the
200-year-old Clatsop Douglas fir from
Seaside, Ore.
We walked along the logging camp’s
streets, gazing at this rare assemblage of
logging tools and technology, stopping to
read interpretive kiosks and examine oldtime photos. We felt the spirit of woodsmen who came from all over the world
and gave their blood and sweat to shape
eastern Oregon’s history and culture. We
could almost hear the whine of their saws
and their shouts of “Timmbberrr!”
One of the joys of traveling during the spring and fall seasons is that
campgrounds and other attractions are
less crowded and often less expensive.
The disadvantage: weather can be
fickle. We woke to a dusting of snow
and, nearly all the way to the California
border, encountered rain, hail and spitting snow.
The weather cleared a bit as we
passed Klamath Falls and the huge
Upper Klamath Lake and, over the
California border, Tule Lake. This entire
area is an important part of the Pacific
Flyway for migratory birds and we spotted
white pelicans flying in “V” formations.
We paused briefly at the Modoc National
Wildlife Refuge to check out water birds
splashing in this gentle wildlife nursery.
California’s Highway 395 travels south through high desert country
— sweeping sage-covered plains and
mountains studded with juniper. At an
altitude of 5,000 feet, we encountered
a small herd of female antelope and
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A visitor checks out a huge saw blade at the Collier Logging
Museum in Collier Memorial State Park, Chiloquin, Ore.

then, a bit farther along, a young buck
with a full three-prong rack of horns.
We crossed into Nevada, following
the Truckee River along Highway 80 east
to Fernley, where we wearily pulled into
the Desert Rose RV Park and took advantage of this tidy park’s level, concrete
pads, full hookups, big, clean, private
shower rooms and Good Sam discount.
GHOSTLY REPTILES AND MINERS
It began raining and hailing again as we
tooled south down Highway 361 and
turned off on 844 for the 20-mile drive

Ranger Robin points out the vertebrae
of an ichthyosaur, a marine reptile that
lived in this area when a warm ocean
covered Nevada.

to the ghost town of Berlin and BerlinIchthyosaur State Park. Berlin was a mining town established at the base of the
Shoshone Mountains in the late 1800s.
Ichthyosaurs (pronounced “ick-thee-osores”) were marine reptiles that swam
here 225 million years ago when a warm
ocean covered the land. The state has put
these two “ghosts” — ancient marine rep-

tiles and gold and silver miners — together
at Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park.
As we entered the park, the cabins
and outbuildings of Berlin looked like
something from a Christmas card. Snow
hung heavy on an old boarding house, the
assay office and the giant mill building.
Two rangers in their four-wheel-drive truck
led us through snowdrifts and standing
puddles the size of small cars to our campsite, a back-in space with no hookups.
Wanting to learn about the park’s
“terrible lizard,” we hitched a ride up the
hill to the Fossil House, where we met
Robin, the ranger who has been giving
talks about these creatures for the past
13 years.
“The ichthyosaurs were marine
reptiles that ranged in size from 2 to
70 feet long, that’s 8 feet longer than
the blue whale, the largest creature currently on the planet,” he told us. “They
could dive to 13,000 feet, breathe
underwater for 20 minutes, ate huge
snail-like ammonites, and were, for
155 million years, the most successful
vertebrates that ever lived.”
The Fossil House is the actual dig
site where researchers from U.C. Berkeley found the largest concentration of
ichthyosaurs in the world. The exhibit
contains fossilized vertebrae, flippers and
skulls of several creatures. This pod, nine
in all, is a fraction of the 100 animals
believed buried in the park.
TONOPAH AND “QUEEN
OF THE SILVER CAMPS”
Tonopah, 120 miles south, is still a roughand-tumble mining town that looks much
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Old bottles are common around
the ghost town of Goldfield.

Phoenix, Circle 136 on Reader Service Card

The stopes are places where ore veins
came to the surface. Miners had to climb
down rickety ladders into these deep
crevices.
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like it did in the 1800s. Options for camping are limited and we pulled the rig into
Joy Land, a gravel-topped park on the edge
of town that boasts electricity and a new
shower house with two spacious showers
and a couple of washing machines where
we cleaned our muddy clothes.
The town’s biggest draw is the Tonopah Historic Mining Park, a 100-acre
exhibit on the site of the original claims
that started the gold/silver rush here and
produced more than $1 billion (in today’s
dollars) of rich ore. While the morning
dawned brilliant blue, the visitor center
was closed, so we walked the self-guided
tour that includes restored mining equipment and old ore processing buildings.
Everywhere we looked, shards of old
glass winked at us. We crossed over steel
bridges and gazed down into “stopes,”
deep cracks in the earth into which miners climbed to dig out the ore. A rickety
wooden ladder descended into the darkness of one of these crevices and we imagined we could hear the faint pounding of
ghostly miners’ hammers.
Less than 30 minutes south on Interstate 95 is Goldfield, a “living ghost
town” of about 300 people and, according
to some, countless ghosts. The “Queen of
the Silver Camps,” Goldfield once boasted
30,000 people, a five-star hotel, a fancy
courthouse and Tex Rickard’s Northern, a
bar so long that 80 bartenders were employed to serve customers.
Today, the little town is a combination of tumbled down buildings and a
scattering of businesses, including Gems
of the Great Basin, a surprisingly upscale

jewelry store; Hidden Treasure Trading
Company, an eclectic collection of antiques, souvenirs, rocks and oddball junk
all housed in rock-covered buildings; and
the Santa Fe Saloon, the oldest continually-operating business in Nevada.
Walking through Goldfield’s old miner
cabins, discarded mining equipment, railroad engines, antique firetrucks, rusting
automobiles, a building of mud and glass
bottles, and even an early motorhome
made us feel as though we had been
transported to another era. Peering into
the windows of the once grand Goldfield
Hotel, we spotted an old switchboard, an
ornate safe that once protected valuables
and an old elevator that carried guests to
its upper floors. We also couldn’t suppress
the creepy feeling that more than pigeons
now occupy its old floors.
“GOODBYE GOD,
WE’RE GOING TO BODIE”
Goldfield and the other historic sites we’d
visited made us want to see even more, so
we headed west into California to Bodie
State Historic Park. Goldfield may be the
“Queen of the Silver Camps,” but Bodie,
with its dozens of buildings and furnishings caught in a state of arrested decay, is
surely the “King of Western Ghost Towns.”
We passed through spectacular Mono
Basin and skirted Mono Lake, turning off
at Bodie Road, a dirt washboard that
shook our insides for 10 long miles.
After parking and leveling the coach
in the park’s small, dirt RV parking area,
we joined crowds of tourists exploring the
170 remaining buildings (5 percent of
the original number) of this once bustling
boomtown. At one time, Bodie had a population of 10,000 plus livery stables, a
fire department, gambling halls, a school,
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The interior of the Bodie Hotel, like so
many other buildings in town, looks as if
it was simply abandoned.

a gas station, two jails and 65 saloons.
The town was also deadly. Bodie had
such a violent reputation that when the
parents of one young girl decided to move
there in 1879, the girl wrote in her diary,
“Goodbye God, we’re going to Bodie.”
Today, visitors can buy T-shirts with that
saying in the park’s gift shop.
One of the eerie aspects of Bodie is
that it appears residents simply left, leaving behind artifacts, furniture — even
clothing. In the livery stable, old sleds
and wagons stand ready to be hitched
to teams. In the saloon, poker chips and
whiskey bottles litter tables. In the town’s
gymnasium, rings hang from the ceiling
and punching bags await young men in
search of a workout. In the schoolhouse,
the reading lesson is still visible on the
chalkboard.
Bodie may look like a Western movie
set, but the headstones in the cemetery
tell the story of a difficult and often short
life: Zoa Julia, born April 11, 1868, died
March 28, 1869; Louisa May McIntyre
died April 17, 1899, age 9 months, 28
days.
As I headed down from the cemetery,
my sister rushed toward me, wide-eyed
and breathless.
“I saw it,” she said. “It was just a
flash, but I saw a ghost flit by when I
looked in the window of that old house!”
Really? Well, you just never know. ◆
Bobbie Hasselbring is an award-winning
travel and food writer and editor of
www.realfoodtraveler.com, which covers
authentic food and travel. Bobbie owns a
Class C 2003 Jayco Greyhawk SS.

While there are 170 buildings in
the ghost town of Bodie, it’s only a
small fraction of the number when
the town had 10,000 residents.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
BERLIN-ICHTHYOSAUR
STATE PARK
775-964-2440,
www.parks.nv.gov/parks/bi
BODIE STATE HISTORIC PARK
760-647-6445,
www.parks.ca.gov
COLLIER MEMORIAL STATE PARK
541-783-2471,
www.oregonstateparks.org/
park_228.php
COLLIER LOGGING MUSEUM
800-551-6949,
www.collierloggingmuseum.org
DESERT ROSE RV PARK
877-767-3478,
www.desertroserv.com
TONOPAH HISTORIC MINING PARK
775-482-9274,
www.tonopahhistoricminingpark.com
TOPAZ LAKE LODGE
AND CASINO RV PARK
888-743-8740,
www.topazlodgecasino.com

TONOPAH
GOLDFIELD

Vogt RV, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card
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2013 THOR
WiNDSPORt 33G

This GAs CoACh GETs A nEW CoLorEd
GELCoAT BodY Finish on ThE oUTsidE
And A VErsATiLE AdApT-A-rooM sYsTEM
on ThE insidE

by FrEd pAUsCh

M

ore and more Class a ﬂoorplans are being

offered with a bunkhouse for the kids or grandkids,
but for those who don’t travel with children, that
space is often underutilized. Thor Motor Coach has
designed a multiuse area, the Adapt-a-Room, which transforms
the traditional bunk bed space into multiple configurations. Use
the Adapt-a-Room, offered on the company’s 2013 Windsport
33G and Hurricane 33G, as bunk beds, or convert the space to
a large wardrobe, booth dinette, storage area or kennel.
Earlier this year, the Windsport and Hurricane received an
exterior refresh with stylish new front and rear caps and a brandnew color gelcoat body finish and graphics package, giving buyers the choice of colored gelcoat, partial- or full-body paint.
GEttiNG StaRtED
We picked up our test coach from McMahon’s RV (www.mc
mahonrv.com)in Westminster, Calif., and headed off to put the
restyled bunk bed gasser through its paces. Our destination was
the village of Oak Glen, Calif., and a big piece of fresh apple pie.
Stepping into the motorhome’s cockpit is easy thanks to
a low-profile doghouse design and the swiveling leatherette

36
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captain’s chairs; an optional ($518) six-way power and swivel
driver’s seat is also available.
The dash is classic Ford: simple and uncluttered with twin
analog speedometer and tachometer gauges, perfect for new
drivers. Matching sweep style fuel, oil pressure and fluid temperature instruments surround the main display. A centered
driver information screen, with dash controller, provides a single
trip odometer function as well as outside temperature, distance
to empty and total engine hours (for those who perform maintenance based on operating hours rather than miles driven). A
GPS is not offered in either the Windsport or Hurricane, but
twin dash-mounted 12-volt DC outlets are provided for an
aftermarket GPS or other devices.
Audio entertainment comes in the form of a multifunction,
touch screen stereo with weather channels and provides AM/
FM/CD/MP3/USB and iPod connectivity. The 5.8-inch touch
screen also connects with the optional ($893), but very useful,
heated remote exterior chrome mirrors with integrated side view
cameras and a color rear view camera with sound.
On the copilot’s side of the cockpit is a convenient 18-by19-inch flip-over dashtop workstation. The workspace is sized to
December 2012 l
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top to bottom: Dream Dinette on curbside converts to a sleeping area with little
effort. Opposing Ultraleather sofa and cherry cabinetry work well with tile-like
ﬂooring. L-shaped galley with dual sinks, microwave and stove/oven are tucked
into far end of slideout. adapt-a-Room transforms into bunk beds, a pet kennel,
a small dinette for two or an additional storage area with a full-length rod for
hanging clothes.

2013 tHOR WiNDSPORt 33G
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WHat’S HOt

WHat’S NOt

Colored, whole-body gelcoat finish saves buyers
$8,550 over full-body paint. Adapt-a-Room
provides storage and sleeping versatility. Improved cockpit visibility with sidelight panels.

Twin comfort fans powered from an ignitioncontrolled circuit instead of coach power.
GPS is not offered on either Windsport or
Hurricane.
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2013 Thor WindsporT 33G

SPECIFICATIONS
hold most large format atlases or a laptop,
and there are DC and AC outlets in the
desk’s recess for powering electronics.
Twin two-speed comfort fans are provided, but unfortunately are powered from an
ignition-controlled circuit. We found the
fans perfectly suited for quietly circulating cabin air while camped and hope the
company will rewire them to coach power
instead.
Cockpit visibility from either seat is
excellent thanks to the large panoramic
one-piece windshield and fixed sidelight
panes. The panes help the copilot keep
an eye open for approaching curbs and for
the driver to assess lane changes or road
hazards. We’d like to see this feature in
every motorhome.
POWERtRaiN aND PERFORMaNCE
As we headed toward Oak Glen, we made
a slight detour up Cajon Pass and back
down to test the mettle of the Ford V-10
and TorqShift transmission. Turning
2,200 RPM on a 65 MPH level cruise, the
leaf spring suspension calmed steeringwheel-transmitted road vibration from all
but the most broken concrete surfaces,
greatly assisted by the Bilstein 4800 series shocks.
Cockpit noise was measured at 74
decibels at 65 MPH on interstate asphalt,
which made conversations and handsfree cellphone use no problem. And
kudos to Thor Motor Coach’s cabinet
shop staff for not only creating a striking interior but one with tight cabinetry
joints and secure attachment points.
We thoroughly enjoyed the rattle- and
squeak-free ride.
Once pointed uphill on the initial 5
percent grade, the V-10 began to introduce itself to us maintaining 55 MPH in

fourth gear while turning 2,800 RPM. As
the grade approached 7 percent, speed
dropped a bit while the TorqShift program selected a lower gear, allowing the
Triton to start turning up the exhaust note
to 3,700 RPM and heading to its peak
horsepower point. Third gear temporarily
interrupted our chat but Thor has done
an admirable job insulating the doghouse
area from road and engine noise intrusion
at all but the highest RPM.
Downhill travel was as controlled
and effortless as the climb. Despite the
moderate side wind, the nearly 12-foot
body overhang behind the rear axle never
overpowered the factory sway bars or created an uncomfortable wander. Speed
was kept in check by a combination of
engine braking from the TorqShift’s towhaul auto-downshift programming with
periodic service brake applications.
PiE at LaSt
Once we arrived at our destination, we
wandered through Oak Glen’s shops and
orchards and ended up at Apple Annie’s
Restaurant and Bakery (www.appleannies
oakglen.com) for the true purpose of this
stop — finding apple pie a la mode. A
single order of Apple Annie’s delicious
5-pound “Mile High Homemade Apple
Pie” only hints at the size. A single slice,
along with the ice cream, can easily satisfy two.
SEttiNG UP CaMP
With our sweet tooth satisfied, we headed
for the full-service 63-acre Canyon RV
Park (www.canyonrvpark.com) in Anaheim, Calif., one of our favorite campgrounds. Situated along the Santa Ana
River and wetlands area, the RV park offers 140 shady sites with full hookups,

PERFORMaNCE
FUEL ECONOMy: 7.5 MPG
aCCELERatiON
0-60 MPH: 24.4 SEC
40-60 MPH: 10.2 SEC
CHaSSiS
MODEL: FORD F53
ENGiNE: 6.8-L FORD V-10
SaE HP: 362 @ 4,750 RPM
tORQUE: 457 LB-FT @ 3,250 RPM
tRaNSMiSSiON: 5-SPEED AUTOMATIC WITH
OVERDRIVE
aXLE RatiO: 4.30:1
tiRES: 245/70R19.5G
WHEELbaSE: 208"
bRaKES, F/R: DISC WITH ABS
SUSPENSiON, F/R: I-BEAM AXLE, TAPERED
MULTI-LEAF SPRINGS WITH STABILIZER BAR/
SOLID AXLE, TAPERED LEAF SPRINGS WITH
STABILIZER BAR
FUEL CaP: 80 GAL
WaRRaNty: 3 YRS/36,000 MILES
COaCH
EXt LENGtH: 33' 4"
EXt WiDtH: 8' 3"
EXt HEiGHt (WitH a/C): 11' 11"
iNt WiDtH: 8'
iNt HEiGHt: 6' 8"
CONStRUCtiON: STEEL AND ALUMINUM
FRAMING, VACUUM-BONDED FIBERGLASS SKIN
AND ROOF, 1.5-INCH POLYSTYRENE SHEET
INSULATION
FRESHWatER CaP: 50 GAL
bLaCK-WatER CaP: 44 GAL
GRay-WatER CaP: 44 GAL
WatER-HEatER CaP: 6 GAL
LP-GaS CaP: 21 GAL
aiR CONDitiONER: 13,500 BTU
FURNaCE: 34,000 BTU
REFRiGERatOR: 6 CU FT
CONvERtER/CHaRGER: 50 AMP
battERiES: (1) 12-VOLT CHASSIS,
(1) 12-VOLT COACH
aC GENERatOR: 4 KW
baSE MSRP: $112,440
MSRP aS tEStED: $118,660
WaRRaNty: 1 YR/15,000 MILES; STRUCTURAL,
2 YRS/24,000 MILES
WEt WEiGHt
(WATER AND HEATER, FUEL, LP-GAS TANKS
FULL; NO SUPPLIES OR PASSENGERS)
FRONt aXLE: 5,740 LBS
REaR aXLE: 10,625 LBS
tOtaL: 16,365 LBS
CHaSSiS RatiNGS
GAWR, F/R: 7,000/12,000 LBS
GVWR/GCWR: 18,000/26,000 LBS
ROCCC: 1,635 LBS
GaWR: GROSS AXLE WEIGHT RATING
GvWR: GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING
GCWR: GROSS COMBINATION WEIGHT RATING
ROCCC: REALISTIC OCCUPANT AND CARGO CARRYING CAPACITY (FULL WATER, NO PASSENGERS)
tHOR MOtOR COaCH
800-860-5658, WWW.THORMOTORCOACH.COM
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2013 Thor Windsport 33G

Left to right: A matching wood storage cabinet next to the sink complements the vanity base in the bathroom. A large rear wall
window and walk-around queen bed highlight the bedroom. A 26-inch overhead cockpit TV is viewable from the living area.

and 30- and 50-amp service. Centrally
located to Southern California’s major
visitor’s attractions, it’s a perfect place to
use as a base camp.
Setting up was pushbutton easy.
After ensuring we had adequate slideout
clearances and terra firma, one button activates the standard-equipped auto-level
jacks and two more deploy the Schwintekequipped slide room mechanisms, transforming this fun driver into a roomy, home
away from home.
Livability
The popular Dream Dinette overlooks the
campsite and drops with minimal effort
into a 36-by-69-inch sleeping area. The
queen flip/fold sofabed with pneumatic
mattress shares space in the streetside
slide along with the L-shaped galley,
creating a comfortable place to socialize
or watch the overhead 26-inch cockpit
flat-screen HDTV. The galley’s inch-deep
laminate countertops hold the 60/40
twin-basin sink and high-arc faucet. The
dark overhead glazed cherry cabinetry surrounding the cabin and cockpit continues
into the galley.
A three-burner Atwood range and
oven with a Frigidaire microwave with
built-in hood moves out with the galley
slide to create room for a handy 12-by-22inch fold-up countertop extension without
impeding the aisle. Cookware and utensil
storage in the galley base cabinet and fullextension drawers should hold everything
needed for the active and always hungry
family. The curbside 6-cubic-foot, twoway, two-door Norcold refrigerator shares
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its cabinetry surround with a useful pullout pantry using adjustable hook-on 6-by21-inch baskets, completing an efficient
and functional galley.
Also on the curbside is the aforementioned Adapt-a-Room, which is housed in
a 12.5-foot slide. By night, the 30-by-76inch and 27-by-70-inch bunks provide a
comfortable place to sleep, read or watch
a movie on the pair of optional ($1,043)
13-inch LCD TVs with DVD player. By
day, the two-piece upper bunk can be
folded down from each end using a clever
hinged support frame, creating a small
facing dinette with seatbelts and a small
pole table. Remove the cushions and the
space can be used as a 6-foot closet, with
full-length hanging rod, or stow pet kennels and other cargo.
The bath is the standard fare oneroom privacy design with HVAC directional outlets. An embossed design 40-by-46inch shower tub/stall includes 6 feet of
headroom plus a bit more from the domed
skylight. The matching wood storage cabinet above the porcelain commode supplements the vanity base cabinet and threeshelf mirrored medicine cabinet.
The bedroom is another highlight
with its large 32-by-26-inch rear wall
window to enjoy the sunrise or sunset.
The room is cross-vented by the window
above the head of the 60-by-74-inch
walk-around platform queen bed. You
can also select the optional ($893) rear
roof air conditioner that connects to the
cabin’s ductwork, but also requires the
optional ($1,988) 5.5 kW generator upgrade. Twin nightstands, which are 29

inches deep, incorporate a small bookshelf underneath the tops — a feature
we hope gets copied in every motorhome
bedroom. Plenty of storage is available in
the wardrobe and drawer module that fills
the remainder of the bunk’s slide space.
An optional ($443) 19-inch LCD HDTV is
also available with cable connection to the
A/V distribution box in the cockpit.
Outside, an array of saddlebag storage compartments is provided along with
a pair of small pass-through chambers. An
enclosed utility compartment keeps dump
valves out of the way. Optional ($225)
holding tank heat pads and ($1,493) dual-pane window glass create four-season
capabilities.
But the big story is the new wholebody colored gelcoat finish and matching
powder coated trim that will be available
by the time you read this. Offered in Autumn Fire and Sand Dollar, the new highgloss tan finish and vinyl graphics package results in a savings of $8,550 over
the available full-body paint. According
to the company, annual maintenance and
damage repairs are no more difficult than
conventional white gelcoat bodies and the
new colors are matched using color codes
from samples taken from actual color
batches applied to each motorhome and
referenced through the coach’s VIN.
So whether you’re looking for a
large-family motorhome or one with the
ability to comfortably handle occasional guests and extended trip cargo, the
Windsport 336G provides unexpected
benefits you may not have considered in
only 33 feet. u
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10 TOP TAILGATERS
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WatCH tHe gaMe in stYle WitH tHese
entertainMent-FrienDlY CoaCHes
by KristopHer BunKer

F

ew things epitomize the motorhome experience

like a tailgating party. Good food, great friends and family, and the convenience of owning a home on wheels
all blend seamlessly at the RV park, stadium parking
lot, lakeside or wherever you decide to take in the game.
Nostalgia tells us there’s nothing like a cold brew, a few
hot dogs and huddling around a small TV with your closest buddies. But technology today has considerably upped the ante.
Big-screen TVs, surround sound and chef-worthy grills have
COACHMEN LEPRECHAUN 319DS

COACHMEN RV, 800-353-7383, WWW.COACHMENRV.COM
SPECIFICATIONS

Not wanting to leave anybody on the bench,
Coachmen offers 23 Class C models with
exterior entertainment centers. Root for
your team outdoors with an entertainment
center ($1,080) featuring a 32-inch flatscreen TV, stereo system, DVD player and
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EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 10' 10"
WHEELBASE: 223"
FRESHWATER CAP: 50 GAL
BLACK/GRAY-WATER CAP: 29 GAL/29 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: 16 GAL
BASE MSRP: $83,300

ample working space for food prep and
serving. An exterior refrigerator at the rear
complements the kitchen. If your tailgate
party experiences a rain delay, head inside and enjoy the game on the optional
40-inch HDTV on an electric lift.

FLEETWOOD RV, 800-322-8216, WWW.FLEETWOODRV.COM
CHASSIS: POWER BRIDGE II
ENGINE: 450-HP CUMMINS 8.9-L ISL
FUEL CAP: 150 GAL
GVWR: 44,700 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 43' 6"
EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 6"

EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 12' 10"
WHEELBASE: 302"
FRESHWATER CAP: 100 GAL
BLACK/GRAY-WATER CAP: 40 GAL/60 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: 28.2 GAL
BASE MSRP: $229,600

John Crean, Fleetwood RV gives potential buyers the comfort of a long-lasting
brand that nearly everybody knows. Fleetwood’s Providence 42P offers so much
more than a familiar name. The manufacturer has done its best to ensure armchair
quarterbacks can take in the game in
luxurious surroundings. A large 42-inch
HDTV sits across the L-shaped lounge,
while a dual recliner sofa and freestanding dinette afford ample elbowroom to

nibble on some wings while watching the
game. The crown molding, padded vinyl
ceiling and double-roller shades keep the
inside looking great, while a 32-inch TV
in the bedroom will handle the overflow.
And, when the real tailgate party begins,
the optional ($2,268) pullout grill and
kitchenette outside is a perfect place to
prepare game day meals, from beer and
brats to wine and pork loin and everything
in between.

SPECIFICATIONS
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CHASSIS: FORD E-450
ENGINE: 6.8-L V-10
FUEL CAP: 55 GAL
GVWR: 14,500 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 32' 6"
EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 4"

exterior game ports, all under a 21-foot
power awning. The 319DS Leprechaun
shown here ramps things up with an exterior kitchen ($1,298) located in a heavyduty drawer. The kitchen unit includes a
portable gas grill, hot and cold water and

FLEETWOOD PROVIDENCE 42P

Name recognition is a sure
way to fill seats
in professional
sports. LeBron
James, Tom
Brady, David
Beckham — the names need no introduction before fans gobble up tickets to
see their favorites lace ‘em up. Founded
nearly three quarters of a century ago by

turned tailgating into an experience that nearly surpasses the
feeling of being at the stadium — though the lav inside your
motorhome means you can skip the long lines, wet floors and
portable potties.
To help you in your shopping experience — or just to offer
a little eye candy — we’ve selected some of the top tailgatefriendly coaches just in time for the big games. So, are you
ready for some football … or hockey … or basketball … or
baseball? Then check out these 10 beauties.
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FOREST RIVER BERKSHIRE 360QL
Specifications

FOREST RIVER, 574-389-4600, WWW.FORESTRIVERINC.COM

In the running for the rookie of the year,
Forest River’s new Berkshire 360QL diesel brings a touch of luxury to your tailgate. Interior amenities include polished
porcelain tile with inserts, solid surface
countertops in the galley and a solid
surface backsplash with tile accents,
residential-style cabinetry, and Ultrale-

ather furniture. An optional residentialstyle refrigerator with 2,000-watt inverter

FOREST RIVER GEORGETOWN XL 378TS

EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 12' 7"
WHEELBASE: 242"
FRESHWATER CAP: 65 GAL
BLACK/GRAY-WATER CAP: 41 GAL/41 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: 24 GAL
BASE MSRP: $130,712

The name Georgetown is synonymous
with college basketball. The Hoyas are a
perennial powerhouse, and though Forest
River’s Georgetown XL 378TS isn’t associated with the university, it’s still a fitting
designation for this motorhome. Fans will
notice quality touches such as the onepiece laminated fiberglass roof, 5.5 kW
AC generator, optional full-body paint,

raised pass-through basement storage
and outside shower. Tailgaters will really
appreciate the optional exterior entertainment center ($1,878) that features a 32inch LED TV, AM/FM/CD/DVD unit and
four speakers, which are perfect for bringing in the roar from the stadium. There’s
also a 40-inch LCD TV inside should you
need a retreat from warring fan bases.

Specifications
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($3,381) and 32-inch TV in the overhead
cockpit ($985) combine with the standard 40-inch TV in the living area to keep
you in the game when the weather drives
you indoors. But it’s the optional exterior entertainment center ($2,021) that
tailgaters will admire most.

CHASSIS: FORD
ENGINE: 362-HP V-10
FUEL CAP: 80 GAL
GVWR: 22,000 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 37' 4"
EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 5"

FORETRAVEL, 800-955-6226, WWW.FORETRAVEL.COM
Specifications

42

EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 4"
EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 12' 2"
WHEELBASE: 228"
FRESHWATER CAP: 86 GAL
BLACK/GRAY-WATER CAP: 44 GAL/60 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: 24.5 GAL
BASE MSRP: $232,432

FOREST RIVER, 574-389-4600, WWW.FORESTRIVERINC.COM

FORETRAVEL IH45

Who needs a luxury suite at the stadium
when you can watch the game in a luxury
coach? The Foretravel IH45 features power

CHASSIS: FREIGHTLINER XC-R
RAISED RAIL
ENGINE: 340-HP CUMMINS
FUEL CAP: 100 GAL
GVWR: 27,910 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 37' 9"

CHASSIS: FORETRAVEL TRAVELRIDE II
ENGINE: 650-HP CUMMINS ISX
FUEL CAP: 200 GAL
GVWR: 54,000 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 45'
EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 6"

everything, and the handcrafted cabinetry
and natural quartz countertops are enough
to make Jerry Jones jealous. But perhaps
the true star of the IH45 is its handling on
the way to the RV park; the coach is built
on Foretravel’s TravelRide II chassis and
is equipped with HWH active air suspension. All Foretravel models are powered by a
Cummins diesel and Allison MHR six-speed

EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 13' 2"
WHEELBASE: 304"
FRESHWATER CAP: 135 GAL
BLACK/GRAY-WATER CAP: 145 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: N/A (ALL ELECTRIC)
BASE MSRP: QUAD SLIDE $1,175,000

transmission with retarder. Each coach’s
interior and exterior is uniquely designed,
but if buyers want to put their own stamp
on their coach, Foretravel will lead them
through the customization process. The
optional EVO Outdoor Grilling Center with
sink, refrigerator and grill ($25,500) and
Patio Entertainment with TV in Slide Room
($7,890) should be your first priorities.
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JAYCO SENECA 37TS

JAYCO, 574-825-5861, WWW.JAYCO.COM
EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 6"
EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 12' 9"
WHEELBASE: 275"
FRESHWATER CAP: 81.5 GAL
BLACK/GRAY-WATER CAP: 51.5 GAL/41 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: 14 GAL
BASE MSRP: $214,559

a recessed three-burner range with bifold cover, a large 1.4-cubic-foot microwave oven for appetizers, solid hardwood
raised-panel cabinet doors throughout
and a one-piece, solid-surface, highgloss countertop with integrated deep
bowls and backsplash. There’s even a

king-size bed and space for a washer/
dryer in the master bedroom. The optional rear entertainment center with a
32-inch LCD TV only adds $213 to the
purchase price, and the open floorplan
means you can easily pack in all your
friends and family.

Specifications

CHASSIS: FREIGHTLINER BUSINESS
CLASS M2 106
ENGINE: 340-HP CUMMINS ISB
6.7-L DIESEL
FUEL CAP: 74 GAL
GVWR: 26,000 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 39' 1"

Who says you can’t tailgate inside the
motorhome? With a sleeping capacity
of up to eight, Jayco’s Seneca 37TS
Class C allows tailgaters plenty of room
to extend their stay even after the final
whistle has sounded. The 37TS features
many of the comforts of home, including

NEWELL COACH 1460
Specifications

NEWELL COACH, 888-363-9355, WWW.NEWELLCOACH.COM

As the only model in our roundup to reach
double digits in TVs (10 — enough for an

CHASSIS: NEWELL
ENGINE: 600-HP CUMMINS ISX
FUEL CAP: 190 GAL
GVWR: 63,600 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 45'
EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 6"

entire baseball team, plus the designated hitter!), the custom Newell 1460 ensures you
won’t miss a single pitch, wherever you are in
the coach. And yes, that includes the bathroom; there’s an LCD TV behind the vanity
mirror. Luxurious appointments such as the
Gulfstream-style aircraft seating with game
tables, under-counter Sub-Zero refrigerator

RENEGADE RV
Specifications
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with icemaker and granite tile flooring in
both bathrooms (you read that right) are befitting of an entire team of all stars, and the
powered patio awnings and patio lights help
you get into the game outside while viewing
the exterior 42-inch LCD TV. There’s also a
fridge and 100-pound capacity freezer outside to keep your drinks ice cold.

RENEGADE RV, 578-848-1126, WWW.RENEGADERV.COM
CHASSIS: FREIGHTLINER CASCADIA
ENGINE: 600-HP CUMMINS
FUEL CAP: 120 GAL
GVWR: 56,000 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 45'
EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 6"
EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C,

Renegade RV allows potential buyers to
call an audible and completely customize
their motorhome. Solid-surface countertops, decorative tiles, leather furniture,
alternate floorplans, an exterior paint job
— you name it, and Renegade will follow your playbook. The motorhome shown
here was specially designed by Renegade
to follow the PGA tour. The coach, combined with the custom trailer, offers several different viewing areas for watching
the tournament on TV ... or you and a
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EXTERIOR HEIGHT: 13' 3"
WHEELBASE: 308"
FRESHWATER CAP: 143 GAL
HOLDING TANK CAP: 143 GAL
BASE MSRP: $1,461,500

FOLD DOWN SEATS AND TABLES
ON ROOF: 13' 5"
WHEELBASE: 346"
FRESHWATER CAP: 150 GAL
BLACK/GRAY-WATER CAP: 75 GAL/75 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: N/A (ALL ELECTRIC)
MODEL SHOWN MSRP: DEPENDS ON
OPTIONS, INCLUDES TRAILER $869,995

couple dozen friends can catch the action live from the roofs of the vehicles,
or even from the balcony that extends
right from the coach! It’s also easy to
imagine this combo parked in the infield
at a NASCAR race. The interior is all
luxury, so you may just want to stay indoors, though there’s nothing quite like
the roar of the engine as your favorite
driver darts by your own fully stocked
fridge and tailgating pit crew!
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Specifications

Miller Insurance, Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

CHASSIS: SPARTAN K2
ENGINE: 500-HP CUMMINS ISX 11.9-L
FUEL CAP: 150 GAL
GVWR: 48,600 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 44' 11"
EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 5"
EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 12' 10"
WHEELBASE: 316"
FRESHWATER CAP: 90 GAL
BLACK/GRAY-WATER CAP:
50 GAL/70 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: N/A
BASE MSRP: $546,000

So-called “super teams” are gaining in
popularity in pro sports. That’s when the
owners use their vast resources to gather
three or four top-shelf talents in a drive to
be the best. And that’s essentially what
Tiffin has done with its flagship Zephyr
motorhome — the company has loaded it
with amenities. From the stainless-steel
refrigerator with icemaker to the multiple
TV locations to the giant L-shaped Ultraleather seating area, not to mention the
standard in-motion satellite system, it’s
apparent this coach is meant for championship-caliber tailgating. Add to that
its sturdy steel structure, two-stage compression engine brake, and up to six air
bags, and it’s clear that the Zephyr will be
on the all-pro team for years to come. An
exterior TV is standard on all Zephyrs and
an optional basement freezer is available.
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RV Awning/B&D Manufacturing, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card

SMI, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card

Dave and Lj’s, Circle 135 on Reader Service Card

TIFFIN ZEPHYR
TIFFIN MOTORHOMES
256-356-8661,
WWW.TIFFINMOTORHOMES.COM

Specifications

WINNEBAGO TOUR
CHASSIS: MAXUM FREIGHTLINER
ENGINE: 450-HP CUMMINS ISL
8.9-L TURBODIESEL
FUEL CAP: 150 GAL
GVWR: 44,600 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 42' 10"

EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 5.5"
EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 12' 11"
WHEELBASE: 279" PLUS TAG
FRESHWATER CAP: 85 GAL
BLACK/GRAY-WATER CAP: 51 GAL/116 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: 28 GAL
BASE MSRP: $364,279

32-inch LCD HDTV in the bedroom, should
you need some privacy while watching your
team blow the point spread. There’s also
a Blu-ray home theater system with CD/
DVD player, iPhone/iPod dock with video,
receiver amplifier, five speakers and a
subwoofer. Watch the game outside with
the optional exterior entertainment center ($1,540) that features a 32-inch LED
TV, stereo with remote, HDMI connection,
audio out jack, TV jack and power outlets (perfect for crock pots with game-day
snacks). A portable refrigerator/freezer
($973) is ideal for drinks, or to keep the
meat cool until it’s grilling time. u

Holland, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card

RV Awning/B&D Manufacturing, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card

The new quad-slide Winnebago Tour
42GD with front kitchen goes deep in
terms of satisfying your tailgating needs.
There’s an overhead 40-inch LCD TV in
the front and a 55-inch LED HDTV midcoach, which also has backlights that provide an upscale touch. In addition, there’s a

WINNEBAGO, 641-585-3535,
WWW.WINNEBAGOIND.COM
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Win Big with a Motorhome Tailgate

Photos: Glenn Dupree

by Glenn Dupree
I don’t know about you, but I’m always
ready for a good tailgate weekend in the
motorhome at my favorite stadium, the
Louisiana State University Tigers’ “Death
Valley” in Baton Rouge, La. I love to take
the coach out to the stadium on Friday
nights and set up for the Saturday game.
It’s a time to renew friendships and be
part of a special community of fans for
the weekend. We invite our friends and
are always prepared with loads of food,
soda and maybe even an adult beverage
or two.
The summer is over and fall is in
full swing, but it’s not time to put away
the motorhome yet. LSU has eight home
games this year so I know I’ll have weekends in the coach at our parking place in
Touchdown Village near the stadium. I
love seeing my LSU football friends and
can’t wait to make new ones — both LSU
fans and our opponents — each week.
We like to be hospitable to our guests and
let them join in the food and festivities.
It’s always fun when your team wins,
but the real treat for me and my wife,
Laura, is being out in our motorhome,
cooking up some tasty Louisiana cuisine such as seafood gumbo, jambalaya,
chicken sauce picante, boiled crabs
and grilled oysters, and entertaining our
friends with the comforts of home.
Tailgating at your favorite team’s
venue is a fun way to use your coach and
it won’t take a lot of fuel for most folks
to get there. Once you set up, you’ll have
an opportunity to break out the grill, and
there is no better way to build community than sharing meals.
We don’t have any hookups at our
lot so we dry camp for the weekend.
We’re allowed to run a generator as long
as we have a Gen-turi exhaust system or
something comparable. I have my checklist ready to ensure I can camp at least
two days and have sufficient supplies
such as water for cleaning, bathing and
cooking, and fuel to run the generator.
My checklist includes making sure
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the batteries are fully charged, the generator has been serviced and is operable,
the air conditioners are working (especially before it cools off in the fall), and
that the refrigerator is cooling and works
on LP-gas as well as electric when the
generator is running.
Maybe I’m imagining it, but it seems

The Duprees’ motorhome is ready to receive
fans during their LSU tailgate party.

Author Glenn Dupree (left), and wife
Laura (right), pose with the “Mad Hatter,”
an over-the-top LSU fan.

Louisiana State fans gather at the
Duprees’ motorhome tailgate.

like the more we use our motorhome the
better the systems perform. Usually
when we go to a campground, we aren’t
running the generator, so football season gives me a chance to exercise this
equipment. It also allows me to fill the
freshwater tank and, when the weekend
is over, drain the remainder and refill it
the next week in order to keep the water
in the tanks fresh. A major part of dry
camping is making sure you have enough
fresh water in the tank.
I also make sure I have enough LPgas to use the stove inside, while outside
I have a Weber Q grill with a small LP-gas
cylinder. Find your own perfect grill and
other outdoor tailgating items — patio
lights, tables, coolers and outdoor games
— at Camping World stores or online.
Follow the tailgating rules: always
use common sense and be safe when
cooking, indoors or outdoors, and don’t
infringe on your neighbor’s good time by
playing your music too loud. And be sure
to invite them to share your food. I promise it will be reciprocal.
We love our motorhome and the
football season gives us a chance to use
it several weekends a month during autumn. Even those RVers who aren’t football fanatics — like my wife — can have
a great time tailgating with friends and
taking advantage of their motorhome’s
outdoor amenities. This football season
is already in full swing, so gather your
friends, park the motorhome and get
ready for a winning weekend. u
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Before starting, we
gathered the two types
of cleaners and pumpup adjustable sprayer.

1

COOL RUNNINGS

by E. D ON SMITH

FOLLOW THESE STEPS TO HELP YOUR RADIATOR KEEP THE ENGINE COOL

A

s you drive your motorhome,
the engine generates a tremendous amount of heat. A quick walk
behind a rear-engine diesel
coach while it’s idling is all it takes to
better understand how much heat is produced during operation.
The law of conservation of energy
teaches us energy cannot be created or
destroyed; however, it changes form and
flows from one place to another. As the
fuel is combusted, most of that energy
moves the motorhome down the road and
a smaller portion of that energy generates
heat inside the engine. In order to sustain
this process, that heat has to be removed
from the engine block or the engine will
overheat and fail. Some of the heat is lost
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through the exhaust, but it’s the cooling
system that removes most of the heat.
There are passageways inside your
motorhome’s engine where the coolant
flows. Located in strategic areas, these
passageways maximize the cooling effect
and make sure the engine’s key components are cooled in combination with the
engine oil. It is the job of the water pump
to circulate coolant through those areas,
which helps pull the heat from inside the
engine and move it to the radiator. Smaller gasoline motorhomes have a total coolant capacity of only a few gallons, while a
large rear-engine diesel coach could hold
more than 15 gallons of coolant.
During engine operation, the thermostat opens at a specified temperature,

which allows the coolant to circulate
from the engine and then to the radiator where the real heat exchanging takes
place. Once the hot coolant reaches the
internal core of the radiator it starts a
dramatic cooling process to prepare it for
another trip back through the engine. As
the heated coolant enters the radiator,
a high-capacity fan in front of or behind
(depending on engine location) the radiator forces air through the thousands
of cooling fins in the radiator. The tiny
fins in the radiator create a tremendous
amount of surface area, which allows the
heated coolant to dissipate its heat into
the atmosphere in combination with the
airflow of the engine fan.
On a rear-engine diesel motorhome
December 2012 l
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with a rear-mounted radiator (not side radiators) a unique situation makes cooling
a bit of a challenge. Since the engine is
in front of the radiator (unlike your car)
and in the rear of the coach, the cooling
fan has to push the air out of the engine
compartment across the radiator to keep it
cool. In doing so anything dirty originating
from the engine bay gets blown into the
radiator. Many rear-engine diesel motorhomes also have a charge air cooler and
an air conditioner condenser coil stacked
along with the radiator, making it even
more difficult to clean and inspect.
Some diesel engines have what is
known as a crankcase vent or “slobber
tube” that, unless properly positioned,
will vent its contents into the radiator
stack. On newer coaches these have been
relocated or redesigned because of increased EPA regulations and this is not
an issue. On many older models, however,
the tube is vented in front of the radiator.
Any residue that is passed through the radiator will start to build up on the fins and
over time reduce the efficiency of the radiator to transfer heat from the hot coolant
inside to the cooler atmosphere outside.
The result is an engine that will run higher operating temperatures until it finally
overheats, which is usually in the summer
while climbing hills. If your diesel coach
has side radiators, they pull air from the
outside of the coach in and across the radiator fins so the dirt (not much oil) on
them is mostly on the outside, making
their cleaning even easier.
The good news is this is a common
problem and one that is fairly easy to
solve with a little time and some good
cleaning products. If you take your motorhome to a repair shop you may be
told the best way to clean a dirty radiator/charge air cooler is to remove it and
clean it outside of the engine bay. They
are right. Once outside the engine bay,
both sides of the radiator (and charge air
cooler) can be sprayed with the proper
chemicals to degrease and clean them.
That is very expensive, however, and can
easily cost more than $1,000 on a rearengine diesel coach.
If you don’t mind getting a little wet
and dirty, you can handle the cleaning —
if the fins aren’t completely plugged up
with dirt and oil — using one of several
environmentally friendly products. There
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Look under the rear cap of the coach
to visualize the position of the radiator/
charge air cooler assembly so you
can reach it with the sprayer. We also
removed the air filter access panel on
the driver’s side of the coach so we could
spray from two different angles.

3

If you often travel on dirt roads, your
radiator could end up looking like
this. Fortunately ours did not, but
don’t be surprised at what you will
see once you crawl under there.

4

Following the directions on the cleaner,
we diluted it 50/50
with water in the
pump-up sprayer.

5

After adjusting the sprayer
nozzle to produce a fan/
wide-angle spray, we then
completely covered the entire
surface of the radiator.
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are a few things you should know before
you get started, so make sure you read
the entire article before you begin.
One of the first cautions is that although many of the automotive cleaners
on the market are biodegradable and
nonhazardous, they are not suitable for
the aluminum of your radiator. In addition, the high alkali (caustic) cleaners
sold at the typical auto parts stores and
big box home stores are also not suitable
for aluminum. Prolonged exposure to
these caustic cleaners will etch or discolor aluminum so they should not be used.
The HVAC system of your house
may have an outside coil that is similar
to an RV radiator; therefore some of those
cleaning products (coil cleaners) may be
safe for use, but check the label or look
online to make sure it is labeled for use
on aluminum. We picked up a few cans
of Frost King Air Conditioner Coil cleaner
at Walmart as an example of the many
coil cleaners that are on the market. This
one is even labeled as safe for automotive
radiators.
Another caution is when you are
spraying water and rinsing the radiator you
must use a gentle spray or stream of water
to prevent damaging the radiator fins. If
you use a high-pressure jet the tiny fins
of the radiator will be bent and actually
reduce the airflow of the radiator, which
is the exact opposite of your goal.
Although the chemicals we used are
safe and solvent free, the residue you
remove from your radiator will contain
some oil in addition to typical dirt and
road grime, so be sure to perform this
operation in an area that is not affected
by the runoff.
Another important reason to use
the correct chemicals is that other parts
of your motorhome and engine will also
be exposed to the cleaning spray during
this process.
We selected Extreme Simple Green
(www.industrial.simplegreen.com), which
is specifically made for aircraft aluminum
and designed to cut through oil and grease
without causing any damage to the fins
or the surrounding rubber, plastics and
painted surfaces.
This product was impossible for us
to find locally, but it can be ordered online. Do not let the local auto parts store
tell you that using other caustic “pur-

50
p48x51-MH12DEC-CleaningRadiator.indd 50

6

Next, after blocking the wheels for safety, we crawled under the rear of the coach
on the passenger side and sprayed the radiator stack from this angle as much as
we could. The radiator fan is in the way so you will have to change the position
of your sprayer to reach as much of it as possible while realizing that in most
coaches you may be spraying the charge air cooler or air conditioner coil and not
the radiator directly.

7

From the driver’s side we
removed the air filter access
panel and sprayed again from
this angle. It may not be possible
to reach every square inch of the
radiator/charge air cooler, but if
you spray both sides and allow
the cleaner to run from the top
down you will eventually get it all
covered with the degreaser spray.
If you have easy access to the
engine bay from the bedroom,
this is another great location to
use for spraying the degreaser
chemical onto the radiator.

8

After spraying the cleaner on both sides of the radiator/charge air cooler stack, you
will see it foam up inside the coils and start to dissolve the oil and debris trapped
inside the fins. Allow the solution to soak for several minutes but don’t allow it to
dry on the surface. (Follow product directions if using something different.)
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9

After the solution has sufficient time to clean, we
rinsed it completely off using a water hose, as
shown here. This method prevents any damage to
the coils. Plan on spending a lot of time rinsing to
ensure all the dirt and cleaner are removed from
the radiator. If the radiator is not clean, repeat the
process one or more times until the residue is gone.

11

Just as with the other cleaner, the final step is to completely rinse the
radiator stack. In this photo we are showing the proper fan spray using
a hose end spray nozzle. This method is actually more effective at
rinsing but you must refrain from using a jet of water or you will damage the fins. Some owners also report successfully rinsing from both
sides of the radiator, but if you do this, prepare to get wet since you’ll
be lying on the ground.

12

10

e
e

After you think you have the
radiator assembly properly
rinsed, start the engine and you
will likely see soap bubbles as
the fan pushes a huge amount
of air through the radiator and
charge air cooler. If this happens
then rinse, rinse and rinse again.

13

ll
y.
If you decide to pursue the aerosol coil cleaner
method, spray the cleaner over the entire area
of the radiator and you will start to see the
foam appear on the surface. The foam will actually push the dirt and debris out of the radiator
because of the mechanical action of the expanding foam. Since there isn’t an extension hose as
with the pump-up sprayer, using aerosol cans
makes spraying the other side of the radiator/
charge air cooler more difficult. If you have
access to safety jacks (don’t rely on the leveling
jacks alone) you can use them to raise the coach
before crawling under to get better access to the
other side, which is the dirtiest part.

ple” cleaners or even standard Simple
Green are just as good. Yes, they will
clean well but they will also etch the aluminum and leave a bad looking surface.
If it’s not listed on the label, the product
is most likely not safe for aluminum use.
The Extreme Simple Green we used was
$28 a gallon plus shipping so it’s not
expensive and we even had some left
over after this project.
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When you finish the job the radiator should be nice and clean like this
one and ready to keep your engine cool no matter how steep the grade.
And you just saved yourself more than $1,000.

Other than the cleaner, you will also
need access to a water hose and a pumpup sprayer to dispense the cleaner onto
the radiator. If you decide to use an aerosol product, make sure you have several
cans as the radiator is quite large and
you need to clean from both sides. Once
you gather your supplies, block out an
hour and a half to two hours of your day
and you are ready to perform a DIY adia-

tor cleaning just as we did with no other
special tools needed. It is also a good
idea to add this to your list of service
items once every year or two. ◆
E. Don Smith is a Tennessee-based
freelance writer and photographer who
has been a frequent contributor to
MotorHome magazine since 2006. He
is the proud owner of a Tiffin Phaeton
motorhome.
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quicktips

from our readers

Comfort for
Your Canine s

In order to create more organized storage space in my motorhome’s exterior
bays, I used an old piece of countertop, some pipe and a couple of 1-by-1-foot
braces. I adjusted the height so it can accommodate 12- or 24-pack beverage cases stacked on top of each other. It was inexpensive to make and has
proved quite practical.
Will Garner l Grand Junction, Colo.

s

Tank Protection Tip

There has been an ongoing problem with UV
damage to the coolant
overflow tank, which
is in the rear engine
area, on many built on
the Freightliner chassis. The damage occurs
because the tank is out
in the grille on the rear
and if the coach sits exposed to sun the tank
eventually fails and has
to be replaced, something that’s pretty expensive.
An easy way to prevent this is to simply tape it up with professional HVAC
metal tape, which completely blocks the UV rays. I did this on my motorhome
more than four years ago, including the hydraulic fluid tank, and have not even
had to replace the tape yet. On my motorhome, the coolant tank is in the back
and the hydraulic tank in front. It was a simple $10 fix to a potential problem
that could have cost me hundreds of dollars.
E. Don Smith l Chattanooga, Tenn. u
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We Want to
Hear From You!
Quick Tips, MotorHome’s monthly column of handy, simple
tips by fellow RVers, is looking for submissions. Please
send your favorite do-it-yourself ideas to: MotorHome
Quick Tips, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, CA 93001,
or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to
include photos, illustrations or drawings, if necessary. If
your tip is selected for publication, you’ll receive $35.
December 2012 l
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Stacked Storage s

With two adults and two dogs traveling together in a small Class C, we needed a place
where the dogs could sleep as well as look
out of the windows when we were camping. I
built a sleeping platform with a hinged section that extends over the passenger’s foot
well. When folded, the unit easily stores on
top of our retracted slide.
To make it, I attached carpeting to a
piece of heavy-duty cardboard cut to fit the
space between the driver’s door and the
passenger’s door. Then I cut out notches
to accommodate the edges of the seats and
the cup holder console. To provide added
strength to the cardboard, I glued 1-by-3inch wood pieces to the underside. The final
step was the extension over the passengerside foot well. I cut a piece of ¼-inch plywood to fit the area, drilled a hole in each
side and added hinges. When we set up the
platform, we attach one hook to the console
and the other to the entry assist handle.
Robert Falk l Sequim, Wash.
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Hands-on

hands-on

l by B ob Livingston

Acid
Absorber

The Battery Mat neutralizes
corrosive acid leaking from open
cell batteries, keeping the compartment clean and damage free
Recently, a friend was working on his batteries neatly
mounted in an exterior compartment. He was proud of his system: multiple 8Ds positioned systematically and filling up the
compartment with a precision fit. Over the years, corrosion from
the batteries made the compartment floor resemble the landscape after a new snowfall. Copious amounts of corrosion were
eating away at anything metal. It wasn’t a pretty sight.
The solution to the corrosion problem (after checking the
charging system) is a product that’s been around for years, but
is not that well known in the RV community. The Battery Mat absorbs and neutralizes battery acid and is simply placed under the
battery before it is mounted in the compartment. It’s a product
that has been used extensively in the military and government
and makes perfect sense for all motorhome owners who use open
cell batteries.
At first glance, The Battery Mat looks like a plain old piece of
nondescript material, but it’s actually made of super-absorbent
polypropylene needle punch felt. One side is heated for strength
and the fabric is slowly pressure treated at high temperatures
using a natural acid-neutralizing formula. The material is then
cured in ovens. Once that’s done, the fabric is dipped in a latex
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sealant, heated again in the ovens and screen-printed.
My experience with The Battery Mat started many years ago
when the company sent me a sample. It was a package containing an 8-by-12-inch, 3/16-inch-thick yellow mat, with a bunch
of battery images printed on the surface. After a little hesitation,
I installed the mat under a battery in a compartment that was
plagued by corrosion. The mat proved to be effective over a long
period of time. Eventually, I used larger sections of heavier duty
material (sold in custom and bulk sizes) in a number of battery
projects. The material is available in standard and heavy-duty
configurations cut to 8-by-12 inches or 8-by-20 inches, or in
sheets and rolls. Prices vary, depending on size and thickness,
but the basic yellow mat can be found on the Internet for $3.95.
Most onlookers are skeptical at first. It’s hard to imagine
how the mat traps and neutralizes battery acid that leaks from
the terminals or cell caps. A key element is the latex sealant that
repels water and retains the acid neutralizers in a potent state.
Battery acid seeps into the highly porous fabric (latex is not
impervious to the acid) where it is absorbed and neutralized.
The Battery Mat is made in the United States from components originating in the United States. The company claims to
manufacture the world’s only acid-neutralizing mat and has a
long history in dealing with battery acid solutions.
The Battery Mat is an easy and inexpensive way to keep the
battery compartment looking clean and free from corrosive damage. It will last up to three years, in service. The company will
provide technical assistance when ordering product.
Battery Mat, 800-392-1888, www.batterymat.com. u
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TYPO TROUBLE
Taking issue with a manufacturer
over a mislabeled specifications
plate, a reader asked Hot Line
to intercede on his behalf.
He wrote:
My Forest River motorhome came with
two different specification plates for the
tires. The Freightliner (unfinished chassis) specification showed 275/80R22.5,
but the Forest River (finished coach)
specification read 295/80R22.5.
After a blowout on the front right
tire, I took the coach to Lazydays in
Seffner, Fla., to get the tire replaced.
The service technician at Lazydays
told me that he could only replace the
tire with the same type of tire as listed
on the finished coach specifications
(295/80R22.5). That meant that I had
to not only replace the blown-out tire,
but all of the tires.
I believe I am entitled to compensation from Forest River on the new
tires of a reasonable amount of at least
two-thirds to one-half of the invoice
total. Any help that Hot Line can provide would be appreciated.
Donald Steadman
Jamesville, Va.
Hot Line passed on Steadman’s concerns to Forest River Inc. Within two
weeks, we received the following reply
from a company representative. It read:
In response to the correspondence
regarding the above referenced customer, we would like to take the time to
advise that Mr. Steadman’s motorhome
did in fact have the proper size tires
installed at the time the unit left the
factory. Additionally, we purchase the
chassis from Freightliner and it arrives
with the tires already in place, we do
not change tires on any motorhome.
If we would have received a call
from Steadman prior to him making
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the decision to replace the tires, we
would have advised him that the only
issue was that one label had a digit
transposed. This incident could have
been resolved with the printing of a
new label.
After careful consideration, we
have decided out of customer goodwill that we will participate on a prorated basis to help out in this situation.
These tires offer a seven-year warranty
from the time of purchase, in which
case he received five-and-a-half years
of service prior to any mishaps. We will
calculate the proration of the tires and
send Steadman a refund accordingly.
We thank you for the opportunity to
respond to this unfortunate situation.
Randy Houser
Diesel Division
Forest River Inc.
Elkhart, Ind.
UNDER CONTROL
Seeking help with reimbursement for
work that was supposedly covered by his
extended service plan, a reader sought
Hot Line’s involvement. He wrote:
In October, I took my Newmar Mountain
Aire motorhome to Giant Recreation
World of Melbourne in Melbourne, Fla.,
for repairs to the alternator, the slideout motor and the water heater control
valve. My Good Sam Extended Service
Plan covered all of the repairs except
for the water heater control valve. In
2003, when I purchased the service
plan, I bought a Preferred Package,
which includes coverage of the water
heater/boiler assembly.
I paid Giant Recreation World of
Melbourne $359.34 for the cost of
the new valve and labor, but I believe
that Good Sam Extended Service Plan
should have paid that amount. I would
appreciate any help that Hot Line can
give me in getting a reimbursement.
Gilbert La Fe l Palm Bay, Fla.

Good Sam Extended Service Plan was
contacted to see if there was anything
it could do for La Fe. Soon thereafter,
we received the following update from
La Fe. It read:
I greatly appreciate the help I received
from Hot Line in helping me to resolve
my claim with Good Sam Extended Service Plan. I received a letter from the
company stating that it will refund the
total amount of $359.34. Thanks again.
GLF
HELPING RVERS FOR
MORE THAN 30 YEARS
The popularity of MotorHome’s consumer column, Hot Line, has been
overwhelming. Initiated in September
1981, it has resulted in thousands of
letters from you, our readers, expressing
your problems and complaints with dealers, manufacturers, accessories suppliers and service providers. The handling
of these conflicts has required tremendous effort, time and patience from
all involved, but in more than 1,000
cases, amicable settlements have been
reached, making it all worthwhile.
MotorHome has been and will
continue to act as a liaison between
the consumer and RV dealers, manufacturers, accessories suppliers and
service providers, always striving to
keep the lines of communication open
and to resolve the situation quickly, if
at all possible. To do so, the staff of Hot
Line needs your help. After you have
exhausted all resources, and have been
unable to affect a resolution, contact
Hot Line. Address your request for
help to MotorHome Hot Line, 3300
Fernbrook Lane N #200, Minneapolis,
MN 55447. Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope and copies
of relevant bills and correspondence. u
TO CONTRIBUTE TO HOT LINE, refer
to Contact MotorHome, on page 7.
December 2012 l
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Parking Brake
Pump Problem
I have a 1998 Winnebago Chieftain
W36L with a GM Vortec 7.4-l V-8 engine. I am having a problem with the
auto parking brake system locking
up. Also, the electro-hydraulic pump
assembly is leaking and needs to be
replaced. I asked a rebuilder shop to
take a look at the problem but they
couldn’t help me. The GM part number
15018962 is no longer available, according to my GM and Workhorse dealers. Is there a solution to this problem?
I understand that I need to chock the
wheels to park, but my other problem
is that the parking brake has to work for
an upcoming state inspection in Texas.
Can another type of brake be added?
Glenn Cannon l Waco, Texas
Workhorse part number W8000498
is the current correct number for the
pump with motor and the list price is
$663. This is a serviceable, available
part through authorized Workhorse
dealers. Lichtsinn Motors in Forest
City, Iowa, which is centrally located
and does a significant volume of phone
orders, provided this information and
asked that customers talk to Lonnie in
parts at 800-343-6255.
Step Repair
I recently bent the steps on my Coachmen motorhome. Coach Step LPI
makes the steps and I need parts, but
can’t find the company, can you help?
Chuck Dyess l Via email
The steps may be made by Kwikee. Try
PPL Motorhomes, 800-755-4775,
www.pplmotorhomes.com/parts/rvsteps/kwikee-step-parts.htm.
Mud Flaps
My question is about flaps on the back
of a motorhome to protect a towed dinghy vehicle. I have an 18-by-48-inch
flap (a solid piece) on each side of the

56
p56-MH12DEC-CoachPowertrain.indd 56

hitch tube bolted directly to the bumper. I have seen the loose brush or bristle flaps, 4-inch-wide strip flaps and
solid one-piece flaps on motorhomes
hanging by a chain a few inches below
the chassis. Which of these systems are
considered most effective? Does a solid
piece from the bumper down create an
airflow drag? The loose bristle or brush
type seems to almost reach a horizontal position when the motorhome is at
highway speeds. Thanks.
Thomas Kelly Jr. l Dallas, Texas
The nearly solid shields work best but
create a huge wind drag that could
affect your mileage. The brush or hula
skirt types allow air to pass more easily,
but when they lift from the wind passing under the coach they do lose some
effectiveness. I prefer a soft “bra” and
windshield cover on the towed vehicle,
as these don’t increase wind drag as
much. Roadmaster makes a front-end

it’s important to
consider how the
engine is being used,
not just how many
miles it goes.
if the engine is used
for short trips, is
driven in dusty
conditions or has a
lot of cold starts,
oil change intervals
should be shortened.

by KEN FREUND

guard that attaches to its towbar assemblies, and it’s an effective piece of
hardware, as well.
Got the Vapors, Too
I was intrigued by part of your answer to
the October “Got the ‘Vapors’” letter. It
relates to the fuel pump. I have a 1997
Fleetwood Tioga Walkabout built on a
Ford chassis with a Triton V-10 engine.
The original fuel pump lasted until January 2008. The next one I had put in (a
cheapie) lasted until September 2009.
Then I had an O’Reilly brand put in,
which lasted all of nine months. The
last one was a Motorcraft (part number PFS66 — cost $469). It ran for 22
months and now has quit working. Any
ideas what could be is causing these
fuel pump failures?
Glenn McCoy l Portales, N.M.
The frequency of failures leads me to
think that perhaps something in the
fuel or tank is affecting the pumps.
Has the tank been flushed? Fine sand
or some other substance may be in
the tank. I usually take apart failed
components to look inside and try to
determine why they quit. I suggest you
try an original (updated) Ford part on
the next go around, and inspect failed
parts. Of course, replace fuel filters
regularly, too.
Battery Drain Tip
Here’s something I found when troubleshooting battery drain problems. I have
a 2002 Four Winds Majestic on the
Ford E-350 chassis. I installed a pair of
blue top Optima batteries and I drained
these batteries in little more than 24
hours without any accessories being on.
After isolating each circuit, I discovered
the charging circuit uses a solenoid
relay that closes once the alternator
starts producing power and charges the
coach batteries. Inside the relay was a
green film, much like you find on copper
pipes, which ran from the contact over
the insulator to the case of the relay. It
was allowing current drain to the chassis. I changed out the solenoid relay and
have not had a problem since. I can let
the motorhome sit for two months and
December 2012 l
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still have plenty of power to turn over the
generator. Hope this helps.
Stuart Turner
Vacaville, Calif.
Thanks, Stuart. That’s one I haven’t run
into, but it makes perfect sense. Here’s
another place to look if the batteries are
getting drained.

Oil Change Intervals
The specs for my diesel motorhome say to
change the oil every six months or 5,000
miles, whichever comes first. It came with
conventional oil. I only drive about 3,500
miles per year. Will I cause any damage
if I wait until I drive 5,000 miles before
changing the oil? Can I change less often
if I switch to synthetic oil?
Frank S. Winter l Manalapan, N.J.

This is a difficult question, and you’re
likely to get different answers depending on which “expert” you ask. Here’s my
take on the subject. As long as your engine is within its warranty coverage, you
need to consider that if you have an engine problem and have no proof that you
maintained the engine according to the
manufacturer’s recommendations, you
may have difficulty obtaining covered repairs. Once the engine is out of warranty,
you can pretty much do what you want.
I understand that oil and filter changes on diesels can be costly (but so can overhauls). It’s important to consider how the
engine is being used, not just how many
miles it goes. If the engine is used for short
trips, idles a lot, is driven in dusty conditions or has a lot of cold starts, oil change
intervals should be shortened. If you tend
to get in and drive several hundred miles at
a time, the oil doesn’t get as contaminated
and intervals can be extended.
I suggest that you have the oil anaContinued on page 59
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Genset Quits
I have a 2008 Holiday Rambler Admiral
Class A with an Onan Marquis Gold 5500
gasoline generator. When running for
about five minutes it will start to choke
and then shut off. The gas tank is full.
This happens whether I have a load on
it or not. Where do you suggest I look to
troubleshoot? The manual indicates the
fault code is 36, which suggests the fuel
pickup might be higher than the vehicle
engine pickup, but again the tank is full.
I’ve recently serviced the air cleaner and
changed the oil. Any suggestions?
Bill Thom l Via email

It’s likely the genset’s fuel pump, but
do some checking first. Remove the gas
tank cap and listen for a suction (whoosh)
sound that might indicate a partial vacuum is forming as fuel is used. Check the
fuel filter, too. I’ve heard that Onan had a
problem with its supplier using the wrong
rubber seals in the pump and as they heat
up the rubber swells and stops the pump.
You can try running the genset with an
external fuel supply held above the level
of the carburetor (with the line attached
directly to the carburetor). If it runs fine
then, get a new pump.
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• Beach Boardwalk
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• Snack Bar
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• Nature Trail
• Paved Bike Path
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lyzed when you think it is due for a change
to determine just how “dirty” it is. When
an engine sits, acids and moisture in the
oil can do damage, and sludge will form.
Oil changes should be done before storage. Synthetic oils typically do have better
additive packages and can, in some cases,
extend change intervals. Again, refer to

WineGaRD RayzaR poRTaBle
inDooR hDTV anTenna
Winegard has introduced the translucent Rayzar HDTV broadcast antenna
for RVs. At just 0.6 inch thick, this
flat antenna can be hung on internal
vehicle windows with suction cups,
making it ideal for tuning in local
broadcast channels. Weighing in at a
little more than 5 ounces, the patented
12-by-13-inch Rayzar portable HDTV
antenna finds and pulls in the local
broadcast stations for free viewing. It is
designed for quick and easy set up and
requires no installation. Rayzar comes
with a 15-foot mini coaxial cable giving the viewer flexibility in positioning
the antenna where the signal is the
strongest. Rayzar retails for $44.99
and is available at Camping World and
at RV retailers and dealers nationwide;
800-288-8094, www.winegard.com.
COnTInuED On PAGE 80
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classifiedsdecember2012
BUSINESSES FOR SALE
GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!
RV sales & service facility, est. 1978,
located in NE Oregon, view at smileyrv.com.
Health forces quick sale, was $1.5 million
now only $950,000. Call Tim 800-338-6562

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

MAIL FORWARDING SERVICES
AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/MH Call us first!

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

-- DISCOUNT CAMPING -Most Economical way to Travel North America
CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET
800-272-0401 www.membershipresale.com

SELLING!??? Instant cash for your 2004 - current
Motorhome. All models Top$$ + Quick pickup
Call Joe Punzi 831-458-6166 or 888-829-0254
ext 166 Over the last 50 years! North Bay Ford RV
$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model
motorhomes. All makes and models. No hassles.
For instant cash call Keith Roy (toll-free) at
1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.
WE BUY MOTORHOMES
2000 & NEWER - PAID FOR OR NOT
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321.

HOMES FOR SALE

PARK MODELS FOR SALE
2004 40’ WINNEBAGO ULT FREEDOM 400HP.
Xlnt cond, maint records avail. New: tires,
batts, fluids. Dsl 27K mi, 3/slds, health.
$129K. GA. Photos avail. 770-641-3018

LOOKING TO SPEND WINTERS IN SW FLORIDA?
Park model with 1BR/1BA even a hot tub!
$119,500. Already have an RV & need a site?
Improved site w/OD KITCH/pad/driveway,
landscaped. $69,900. Call Kathy at Keller
Williams 810-444-3044, Punta Gorda.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
#1 RATED RV RESORT IN S. TEXAS TROPICS
Retama Village/Bentsen Palm Village
Spend a day, stay forever. Unbelievable amenities.
RV Supersites $40s. RV Port Home $170s.
956-380-6500 bentsenpalm.com

2008 ITASCA ELLIPSE 40FD. Orig owner.
All avail options. New HD dish ant. 47K mi.
Will deliver to lower 48. No pets/smoke.
Well cared for—like new. $159,500 OBO.
308-440-5259

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT- FROSTPROOF, FL
•Developer Close Out• RV Porte Lots 1/2 Price
From $29,950 While They Last.
1-800-654-5177 • www.lilylake.com

LOTS FOR SALE

2012 ROADTREK 210 POLAR W/SATELLITE TV.
Upgraded radio, GPS. All options incl gen,
elec bed and spare tire carrier. 7400 mi.
Remain fact warranty. $86K.
jtilles@att.net 210-410-8467
HOLLAND MOTOR HOMES
www.hollandmotorhomes.com
800-961-4464
San Diego, CA

MOTORHOMES WANTED

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
50,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer
Listings www.RVT.com or 1.888.479.1099
RV REGISTRY
www.rvregistry.com
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners
No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457
LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING
WE WILL FINANCE YOUR MOTORHOME BUYER
RVs of all types: Diesel, Gas, Trailers, 5ers, Toads
••• www.RVclearinghouse.com •••

RV FINANCING

MOTORCOACH COUNTRY CLUB, INDIO, CA
Lot resales, golf, boating, health club and
restaurant. Large lots. Prices and descriptions
at www.motorcoachlotsales.com or call
Kerry Johnston, Broker, 541-912-6409.
Rental reservations at 888.277-0789.

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT
GREAT SW FLORIDA DEEDED 55+ LOT.
Very unique park on 20 acre lake. Htd pool, hot
tub. Too many amenities/activities to list.
Pos own fin. DVD avail. For sale or lease.
$48.9K. Call Mike 239-992-9378.
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RV LOANS MADE EASY!
Private Party & Dealer purchases
Essex Credit Corporation -- Solid & Dependable
www.essexcredit.com -- 866-377-3948

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or
diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.
Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.
NATIONWIDE RV BUYER
Searching for Pre-Owned RVs
Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com
www.rvbuyerswest.com

#1 ONLINE FOR RV FINANCING, THE ORIGINAL!
$399 MONTANA LLC’s -- www.RVLLC.com
FINANCING ••• www.RVﬁnancing.com
CALL NOW -- Toll Free 888-929-4424

RV RESORT LOT RENTALS
NEW LUX MOTORCOACH RESORT-SW FLORIDA.
Clubhouse w/pool, spa, fitness ctr, waterfront
brdwalks, fishing pier, tennis & putting grn. Class
A only. Sales & Rentals avail. Port Charlotte, FL.
motorcoach@myakka-river.com
941-740-2599. www.myakka-river.com
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#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s
save over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA
for professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO is a beautiful luxury
Class A RV Resort. Close to sunny Palm Springs,
CA with free golf, tennis, pickleball and a great
Activity Director. 1-800-892-2992,
www.orindio.com

WHY IMPOSE ON FRIENDS?
Ask about our low cost personalized services:
15 years experienced • Mail and Vehicle Tags
1-888-494-4499 www.myhomeaddressinc.com

tours

RV SHOWs
HOUSTON RV SHOW
Feb. 6-10, 2013 -- Reliant Center
361.790.5300
houstonrvshow.com

RVs WANTED

RV Tours & Rallies across North America
Alaska • Canada • USA • Mexico + Overseas Visit
www.AdventureCaravans.com or
call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign
vogtrv.com -(817) 831-1800

services
Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding Call
888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net
AVOID SALES TAX ON RVS AND VEHICLES
Call to speak to a licensed MT attorney about
setting up an LLC. 10+ years of experience.
Heggen Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.heggenlawoffice.com 888-777-5032
TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS
The best RV tax package in Montana. 24 hours,
7 days a week! Save Thousands!
888-441-5741 -- www.taxfreerv.com
ACTION SERVICES, LLC
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com
PAY NO SALES TAX
Get the Facts, not the Hype
Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman
Three Montana Attorneys on Staff
Bennett Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.bennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803

RV TOURS & RALLIES for MOTORHOME OWNERS
Exclusive Motorhome Caravans & Rallies
USA, Canada, Alaska, Mexico, Overseas
Free Vacation Catalog Call 800-952-8496
www.fantasyrvtours/motorhomes

uv protection
STOP SUN’S RAYS FROM DESTROYING YOUR RV
Protect your RV with liquid sunscreen for vinyl
decals, stripes, fiberglass, plastic, rubber, tires
800-941-4550 www.phoenixgraphix.com/detail.htm

HOW TO PLACE AN AD: Submit ad copy by
mail, email or fax. Please include your name,
address and phone number.
Mail: Send with payment (check; money order;
VISA, MC, Discover or American Express
number, signature and expiration date)
to: MotorHome Classifieds, Attention: Kathy
Schurman, 3300 Fernbrook Lane, Ste. 200,
Plymouth, MN 55447.
For Rates: Phone 800-848-6247 Ext: 2437
E-mail: kathy.schurman@goodsamfamily.com
Fax: 763-383-4499 Attn: Kathy Schurman
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Coach & PowerTrain

from page 59

the manufacturer’s recommendations.
Dinghy Battery Tip
There’s been a lot of discussion about the
dingy battery going dead while towing. I
had the same problem and was advised
to add a charging wire. I chose to go another route. I tow a 2007 Toyota Tacoma
with auto transmission and the Remco
driveline disconnect. I installed a battery
disconnect directly to the battery. Once I
am hooked up and everything is checked
out, I open the disconnect switch. I then
check all the lights again to be certain.
The downside is I lose any radio presets,
the trip meters reset and I lose the buzzer
inside the truck. Otherwise when I close
the switch everything else works just fine.
I cleared this with my Toyota dealership
before I attempted it. All lights, brakes
and direction lights work just fine. It is a
very cheap way to go as the switches cost
less than $10.
C.W. Locke l Vallejo, Calif.

Singlepoint/Wifi in motion, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card

Thanks for writing. If you use an auxiliary
brake control system, most need a power
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source. If you run it off the battery in the
dinghy vehicle, without a way to recharge
it as you travel, it will go dead. That is why
a charging line is recommended. Vehicles
with memories for power seats, mirrors, automatic transmissions, engine powertrain
modules, etc., may have to be reset or relearned each time they are disconnected.
Wet Workhorse
I have a 2006 National RV Sea Breeze
XL on a Workhorse W22 chassis. On a recent trip while driving on the expressway
at 65 mph in the rain, all of the warning
lights came on for a second or two, and
then went out (with the seat belt alarm
still on). That lasted for about 30 seconds
then went out. The wipers also stopped
working except on fast speed. When the
rain stopped I tried to turn off the wipers
but they would not stop. After about 10
minutes they finally did. This has happened about six times since new. Do I
have two different problems or just one? I
remember in your column somebody had
the same problem with the alarms and you
said to check the dash ground, I did this
about two weeks before this trip. Any help
or ideas would be greatly appreciated.
Jeff Riley l Wyandotte, Mich.
Intermittent problems that occur rarely in
special conditions such as rain are among
the most difficult to solve, and often require some detective work. My sources
at Workhorse said the intermittent gauge
“reset” is a normal condition. Because
this happened during a rainstorm, I
suspect that you either drove through a
puddle, which splashed water up into a
wiring connection, or water ran down into
a connector. Once the water ran out and
dried partially, the electrical system returned to normal.
I suggest you begin by carefully inspecting all the wiring connections forward of the firewall in the engine compartment that carry the affected circuits.
Look for loose or corroded connections
and those that might have compromised
weather seals. You might be able to find
the problem by directing a garden hose
on the connections methodically one at
a time while the engine is idling in park.
The wiper issue is one of two things.
Disconnect the wiper motor and clean out
the moisture in the connection and add

generous amount of dielectric grease. Or
the wiper housing ground may be weak.
Add a ground strap from the housing and
run that to the engine cylinder head or
block. A braided thin ground strap will
do fine. A friend of mine had this exact
problem on his coach. It was a bad switch.
“Herding” Steering
We have a 2000 Winnebago Brave on a
Workhorse chassis with a 7.4-l engine.
There seems to be looseness or play in
the steering. It’s not from wind or from
traffic; this is all the time while driving.
Linda MacKenzie l Via email
Your description is quite vague. Are you
talking about looseness in the steering
gear or linkage, swaying caused by the rear
overhang, reaction to grooves in the pavement, gusts of wind from trucks, or what?
Looseness in the steering linkage can
be checked when parked (wheels chocked
for safety) with the engine off. Have someone turn the steering wheel back and forth
up to the limits where it becomes difficult
to turn (the slack). From underneath the
front end, observe the movements and
note if there are loose parts with excessive play in the steering. It could also be
play in the steering box, that needs adjustment. Any front-end shop can check this.
If no loose or worn parts are found,
it’s time to consider aftermarket anti-sway
kits, which are available from suppliers
such as Camping World (www.camping
world.com), Hellwig (www.hellwigprod
ucts.com) and Eric’s RV (www.ericsrv.
com). Anti-sway bars available from all
three of these suppliers help prevent the
coach from leaning excessively and help it
track straighter with less steering correction. Davis TruTrac bars, manufactured
by Roadmaster Suspension Solutions, are
designed to eliminate wander and reduce
rut tracking by controlling excessive axle
side play, without interfering with normal
up and down suspension travel. The result
is more precise handling. TruTrac bars are
available for Ford F53 (V-8 and V-10), and
all Workhorse motorhome chassis (W16,
W18, W20, W22 and W24), as well as
Kodiak 45/5500 chassis. u
TO CONTRIBUTE TO COACH &
POWER
TRAIN, please refer to Contact
MotorHome, on page 7.
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Back to basics Winter Motorhome Travel
Winter is often a time of hibernation for RVs, but
motorhomes are adventure vehicles, which means the voyage
doesn’t have to stop once snow begins to fall. In fact, coaches
tend to have excellent traction during winter because of the high
amount of weight on rear-drive axles.
Of course, usual winter-driving precautions apply — including those involving speed on slippery roads and braking. Also,
use windshield-washer fluid rated for the expected low temperature, carry tire chains and avoid driving at night when possible.
Water and Waste Systems
Winter RVing involves some new and different challenges, such
as making self-containment work well when the mercury dips.
Some motorhomes are not specifically designed for below-freezing temperatures while the water system is in use (not containing
nontoxic antifreeze), but with a few improvements they can capably serve as mobile chalets for winter sports and scenic touring.
Even when the furnace keeps the coach interior reasonably
warm, water systems can be vulnerable at certain points where
pipes are isolated from the heated interior. Inspect your motor
home to determine where water lines are routed and whether
they’re liable to freeze at certain points — something that may
be preventable by leaving cabinet doors open at night to allow
more warm air circulation, or by adding insulation or heat tapes
(assuming an electrical hookup is available). Be sure the water
pump and tank are located in a heated area.
Ideally, holding tanks are enclosed in the heated underbelly.
If not, they — and the dump valves — must be protected by pouring nontoxic RV antifreeze down the toilet and into drains leading
to the gray-water tank in amounts appropriate for the anticipated
temperatures. The usual summertime sources for filling a water
tank are sometimes unavailable, but water often can be acquired
at service stations (just make sure it’s potable).
Reserve Power
An available electrical hookup makes winter motorhome travel
easier, but without external power, an adequate number and size
of batteries is essential for the power demands of the furnace,
lights and other needs. The motorhome’s electrical converter
must produce an output of 14.2 volts or higher while operating
the AC generator for proper battery recharging. Thus, battery
reserve power is the highest priority during winter. It’s also important to test carbon monoxide detectors for proper function.
An accurate built-in voltmeter or a portable digital multimeter is essential, functioning as a “fuel gauge” for batteries.
To measure battery charge status, check voltage at the auxiliary
batteries while there is little or no draw on batteries; do it exactly
the same way every time. When voltage drops below 12, recharge
is needed. When it drops to about 11.25, you’re “out of fuel.”
While charging, voltage should rise gradually to 14.2 or higher
as power is being stored.
Keeping Warm
A forced-air furnace (or two) should keep the interior comfort-
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Pour a gallon or two (depending on tank size) of nontoxic RV
antifreeze into holding tanks for
freeze protection. Never use antifreeze designed for engine cooling systems.

Many types of insulation
can be used to prepare a
Always test the carbon monox- motorhome for winter travel.
ide detector before venturing out
in winter.

A digital voltmeter mounted
inside the coach makes it easy
to check battery condition.

If you don’t have a way to
monitor voltage from inside
the motorhome, check the
batteries in their compartment with a voltmeter.

able, especially if the coach is equipped with dual-pane windows. Serious winter motorhome travel enthusiasts usually add
LP-gas catalytic heaters, which use less LP-gas than a furnace
and no battery power. Such heaters are not code-approved for
factory installation but are popular aftermarket items because
the heat is so effective. Condensation on windows and vents will
occur during the winter, and the only solution is air circulation;
leave a vent or window open slightly, and use exhaust fans when
more is needed. Using a portable dehumidifier, like Dri-Z-Air, is
also effective. Insulation may be added where practical, such as
foam board to cover windows in sleeping areas, a drape to close
off the cockpit or plastic storm windows (available in hardware
stores). Look for air leaks under the floor and seal with polyurethane spray. An ample supply of LP-gas is essential, along with
a close eye on the tank gauge; refill stations usually are available
during winter.
With advanced planning for self-containment, we can stay
comfortable despite harsh conditions and make winter motor
home trips some of the best. u
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offramp

POSTCARDS FROM THE ROAD

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: We accept prints and digital images saved as TIFF, JPEG or EPS files. We prefer uncorrected photos at the highest available resolution. All images must be unaltered and at least 300 dpi. For prints, we accept 4×5 or 5×7.
MotorHome pays $50 for each published photograph. Images, which preferably show a motorhome or motorhomes in the setting,
must be your own work. Submissions cannot be returned. Send your image, name, address and phone number, as well as the story
behind your image in 60 words or less (location, special trip or significance, etc.), to: MotorHome “Postcards From the Road,”
3300 Fernbrook Lane N #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447; or via email to letters@motorhomemagazine.com.
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Welcome to our digital edition of MotorHome magazine. This format makes it
easy for you to navigate the magazine and provides direct links to Internet
sites of our advertisers, our MotorHome.com web site, and many web sites to
supplement our editorial features.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital MotorHome:

Click on the MotorHome.com button to go directly to
our Web site.
Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring you back
to this page.
Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table of
Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.
Click on the Arrow buttons to navigate between pages.
Click on the Magnify glass buttons to zoom in and zoom out.

When the hand icon changes to a pointing
web site or to another page in the magazine.

finger, it indicates a link to a

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital MotorHome magazine, and we encourage
your comments and suggestions to our editor at ehubbard@goodsamfamily.com

