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Imagine what you could do with a vehicle 
that has the spacious comfort and 
convenience of a larger motorhome but with 
much better fuel economy and driveability.

To fi nd out why Roadtrek is the #1 selling North American class B 
motorhome (camper van), visit us at www.roadtrek.com/TLM or 
call us toll free at 1-888-ROADTREK (762-3873).

• 15 to 22 miles per gallon

•  Easy to drive & park, use 
everyday

•  Automotive styling (helps 
avoid RV parking restrictions, 
keep it at home)

• Seats up to 7

• Comfortable to drive in

• Comfortable to live in

• Bathroom with shower

•  Separate eating & sleeping 
areas

• Sleeps up to 4

• Up to king-size bed

•  4 year/48,000 mile 
motorhome warranty

Whether driving cross-country or just cross-town, enjoy 
the convenience of having your own kitchen, bathroom, 
changeroom, family room and bedroom in a fuel effi cient 
vehicle that fi ts in a normal parking space and can be 
used as a second car.

DRIVE
WHERE YOU 

WANT

SAVE
WHERE YOU 

WANT

PARK
WHERE YOU 

WANT

Roadtrek, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.roadtrek.com/tlm
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Connect with us...

Happy New Year
What’s In Store

This is the first issue of the New Year and we are looking forward to delivering
ever-increasing exciting, informative and fulfilling stories to you, the readers

and fans of Trailer Life. For example, see Tim Walton’s well-researched treatise
on pin boxes for fifth-wheel trailers. Walton explores different designs, their
benefits, uses, and which pin boxes may be better for certain types of rigs and ap-
plications. In addition, the author offers a diverse guide to major manufacturers’
products available on the market today.

Just as interesting, if not enlightening, is automotive journalist and Trailer Life
contributor Bruce Smith’s roundup of nine 2013 four-door pickup trucks he’s
driven at various new truck press introductions attended during the fall and early
winter of 2012. Smith’s first-hand, behind-the-wheel driving/towing impressions
provide invaluable information.

Let’s look at some new trailers, shall we? Bob Ashley and a band of expert
sources in the Elkhart, Ind., region (the heart of RV production) have compiled a
collection of news and photos that offer a peek into what can be expected to
appear on dealer lots in the months to come. There are some exciting new rigs –
travel trailers and fifth-wheels, ranging from super lightweight to high-end luxury
suites – waiting right around the corner!

Of course there are the wonderfully illustrated and interesting travel tales
such as Ann and Carl Calvert’s wild adventure in Okefenokee Swamp in southern
Georgia, and their equally intriguing exploration of the more tame, yet just as
much fun, Pensacola, Fla. This issue also introduces Guy and Pam Selbert’s first
of a four-part series tracing the famous Route 66 from start to finish (part 1 takes
you from Chi-Town to Springfield, Mo.).

Undoubtedly though, the most interesting to us is the Readers’ Choice Awards.
That’s because we heard from you on 25 RV-centric categories involving more
than 100 different products, rigs, services and vehicles. The readers of Trailer Life
told us what they liked best by voting through a web-based survey, rating their
favorite trailers, trucks, campgrounds, places to eat, fuel stops, portable
generators, oil products, hitches, RV retailers, states to RV in, etc. It was an eye-
opening experience, and is informative for both the Trailer Life staff and readers.

– Stuart Bourdon, editor-in-chief

facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine  twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

You may notice the new, quarterly
special motorized section “Unhitched.”

We recognized an interest in certain types of motorhomes from a segment of the
Trailer Life readership. However, the vast majority of the magazine will continue
to be filled with tow tests and trailer reviews, and outstanding technical, travel
and feature stories about the travel trailer lifestyle we know you enjoy and love. 
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LETTERS 
JANUARY
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Write to: Trailer Life, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N., Suite 200, Minneapolis, MN 55447
or e-mail info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.TALK TO US!

Happier CampersFull-Time Freedom
Excel, by Peterson Industries, was not
mentioned in the article about rigs for
full-time living. Their construction
quality, especially their drop-Z frame
is made specifically for full-timing.
And the units are guaranteed to -10
degrees Fahrenheit. They have a gel-
coated fiberglass roof and exterior. In
my opinion, some of the fifth-wheels
that were in the article don’t measure
up to Excel in quality for the price.
Looking forward to hearing from you
while I anticipate next month’s
magazine arrival.
Terrence W. Griffin, Bosque Farms, N.M.

Terrence, thank you for your
suggestion. Indeed, Excel by Peterson
Industries is a manufacturer of quality
travel trailers and fifth-wheels,
including the Limited series, which the
company calls a “five-star hotel on
wheels” and is applicable to the full-
timing crowd. 

Four Seasons and Fifty Amps
I am a retiree one year out from
making an RV purchase decision. The
criteria I am looking for requires a 36-
to 40-foot unit equipped to handle all
four seasons with 50-amp power. The
RV will be moved between Minnesota
and Arizona most of the time. It will
also need to have outside electrical
outlets and be capable of being
connected to a portable generator.

I value your judgment and enjoy

reading the RV critiques you provide in
the magazine. Any input you provide
will be greatly appreciated. I am
looking for an independent critique in
assisting me to make a final purchase
decision.
Greg Floto, Tucson, Ariz.

Greg, there are a number of manufac-
turers that can fill your order. One of
them is Oregon’s Northwood Manufac-
turing that makes four-season units in
its Arctic Fox line with optional 50-amp
service. DRV, Excel and New Horizons
are also among the other excellent
brands to look at as well when consid-
ering a trailer for your needs. Quite a
few of the upper-end, larger travel
trailers and fifth-wheels offer winter-
weather packages, 50-amp service
options, as well as exterior electrical
access and the ability to source from a
portable generator. 

Toeing the Action Line
I wish to thank you for your RV Action
Line section, as complaints do matter

to this Good Sam Life Member. In late
2008 we were looking for a new fifth-
wheel and I decided to look back at
the past two and a half years of Action
Line. To my amazement I found that
around 42 percent of the complaints
had to do with three RV companies. 
Now, some four years later, I thought
I would look back over the past 24
months to see what companies were
the trendsetters now. Guess what?
The same three RV companies are
still there, but this time it is 46
percent of all complaints, with one of
them at 24 percent of all
complaints. Now, in their defense,
some of the issues were resolved. I
am sure that others have seen the
same thing. So, RV companies, take
heed — complaints do matter. 
George Baker, Colmesneil, Texas

CORRECTION
A caption in “It’s the Oysters” (Trailer
Life, November 2012) incorrectly
labeled a shrimp boat as an oyster
boat. We regret the error. q

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

What’s your favorite
(or dream) winter RV
destination?

35% Florida
27% Arizona
14% California
14% Texas
10% New Mexico

BACKUP SAFETY
» No matter how skilled a driver you are, always have an assis-
tant help when backing your RV into a campsite. Your assistant
should stand where the driver can read body language, and the
driver should roll down the windows to aid verbal communication.
Another set of eyes will help spot objects like low-hanging
branches or a fire pit that may not be visible inside the cab.

In the November 2012 letters to the editor, a Mr. and Mrs. Mandell voiced
concern about a recent visit to Trailer Ranch RV Resort in Santa Fe, N.M.,
specifically their escort policy. As luck would have it, my wife and I just spent
three nights in this park. I found the escort policy to be helpful, but their
suggestion to have an additional pair of eyes observing would certainly be
helpful. While the Mandells seemed to have had a bad experience, we could not
have been happier with the park, their staff and our stay overall. The time we
were there happened to be Balloon Fiesta, [which was] very busy.  Even though
they were busy, they were able to accommodate us on very short notice and
with pleasure. If individuals are traveling to or through Santa Fe, I would highly
recommend this park. - Rick Broyer, Oakhurst, Calif.

http://www.trailerlife.com
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by Amanda Lepinski

On April 30, 1812, subtropical
Louisiana was admitted to the Union
and is known for its European, West
Indian and African roots dating back to
the 16th century. A few hundred years
later, in 1838, the first Mardi Gras cel-
ebration was held in New Orleans,
honoring the area’s diverse culture.
Though New Orleans continues to be
well traveled for Mardi Gras, the
annual celebration isn’t the only
aspect of the city that attracts visitors.
New Orleans is also recognized as the
birthplace of jazz music. 

In the 1780s, New Orleans
residents crowded the streets
drumming, making music and
dancing to a variety of smooth-
sounding instruments that would later
become known as jazz. The streets
surrounding the three buildings
located within the New Orleans Jazz
National Historical Park are filled with
live local, national and sometimes
famous jazz musicians daily. 

An exotic variety of animals from
around the world such as sea lions,
elephants, whooping cranes, Amur

leopards, orangutans, white tigers
and white alligators call New Orleans
home at the Audubon Zoo. Bright
green gardens, the award-winning
Louisiana Swamp and Jaguar Jungle,
and hands-on animal encounters
entice visitors of all ages. 

Another must-see attraction is the
self-professed oldest family-run
restaurant in the country, Antoine’s.
Since 1840, the French-Creole cuisine
menu has enticed locals as well as
tourists to dine there. Each of the 14
dining rooms has a unique theme
including Mardi Gras, European
royalty, the Prohibition era, an 1840-
period room, and a room devoted to
wine holding approximately 25,000
bottles when fully stocked. 

Amid jazz and other fare is the
Confederate Memorial Hall Museum
— Louisiana’s oldest — containing one
of the largest collections of Confeder-
ate memorabilia in the United States.
For history buffs, another point of
interest is the National WWII Museum
on Magazine Street. A variety of
museum tours pay homage to the

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS

AROUND
THE BEND

Lovely New Orleans
“Come as you are, leave different”

mid-20th century war, including the
New Orleans History and Heritage
tour; showing the museum’s galleries,
a guided outdoor exploration of New
Orleans attractions and a dinner
cruise on the Mississippi River. 

To be near the action, the New
Orleans West KOA Kampground is
located just outside the French
Quarter and offers full hookups,
concrete sites with grassy areas,
cable hookups, Wi-Fi, laundry
facilities, pool, store and a daily
shuttle to the French Quarter. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

New Orleans Convention
and Visitors Bureau
504-566-5011, www.neworleanscvb.com

New Orleans West KOA
800-562-5110,
www.koa.com/campgrounds/new-
orleans/

Antoine’s Restaurant
504-581-4422, www.antoines.com

New Orleans Jazz
National Historical Park
877-520-0677, www.nps.gov/jazz

Confederate Memorial
Hall Museum
504-523-4522,
www.confederatemuseum.com

The National WWII Museum
504-528-1944,
www.nationalww2museum.org
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New Orleans is bustling with history, such as the oldest family-run eatery in the country, Antoine's Restaurant. 

http://www.trailerlife.com
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http://www.antoines.com
http://www.nps.gov/jazz
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Big Pine Key Fishing Lodge
305-872-2351

Boyd’s Key West Campground
305-294-1465

boydscampground.com

Bluewater Rentals in Bluewater Key
305-744-0999

bluewaterkey.net

Key West Visitors Center
305-872-7447

keywest123.com

It’s not difficult to get to Big Pine Key and  
The Lower Keys: just hop on US1 and head  
south. But with an abundance of prime  
campsites situated between the Gulf of  
Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean, it’s  
awfully hard to leave.  
fla-keys.com/lowerkeys  
1.800.872.3722

RV There Yet?
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Beneficial Beverage
Tea is one of the world’s oldest beverages and may ward off illnesses such as seasonal
flu and boost immunity. Two Leaves Tea Company has a variety of loose and bagged
organic tea available for wherever your travels take you, no matter the season. These
biodegradable, pyramid-shaped tea sachets are designed to allow whole-leaf tea the
space to expand when hot water is added. We were sent a variety of flavors including the
company’s black, green, white and herbal blend tea sachets, filled with full-leaf herbs,
flowers and fruit bits. Each cup has a distinct flavor with hints of each ingredient note
present with every sip. Teas are available in full caffeine, moderate caffeine, light
caffeine or caffeine free. While you’re enjoying the great outdoors, cozy up with a cup of
tea that is good for the earth and good for you; 888-688-4150, www.twoleavestea.com.

AROUND
THE BEND

NEWSWIRE

New Gadget Aids Planning
The Rand McNally RVND 7720 is a 7-
inch RV GPS device with Wi-Fi connec-
tivity, ideal for real-time weather
information along with a brighter
display. The RVND 7720 also routes
trailers around road restrictions, low
bridges or other physical hazards. The
RVND 7720 is compatible with a range
of backup and rear-view camera video
inputs ensuring help getting set up at
camp; $349.99, 800-275-7263,
www.randmcnally.com. 

RV/MH Hall of Fame
Adds Event Center
The Hall has branded the southern
building entrance as the Northern
Indiana Event Center, accommodating
groups and companies. The new space
provides a designated area for shows,
meetings and events. The Hall will
continue to use its main facility to honor
industry legends and history, but the
event area will now be devoted to events
and meetings; 800-378-8694, 
www.northernindianaeventcenter.org.

Navistar and Cummins Partner 
Navistar International Corp. has
reached a long-term supply
agreement for heavy-duty diesel
engine and emissions aftertreatment
technologies with Cummins Inc. By
April 2013, regular shipments of
these clean-engine aftertreatment
technologies will be available in the
marketplace. In the meantime,
Navistar will continue to build and
ship EPA-compliant trucks during the
transition. 

TECHNOLOGY EXPANSION PARTNERSHIP

Offered with eight floorplans ranging
from 27 to 35 feet, the Phoenix fifth-
wheel by Shasta comes standard with
an 8-foot, 4-inch-wide body construc-
tion on an all-aluminum structure that
accommodates features such as a
larger bathroom and bigger slideouts.
A surprising addition to this affordable
unit is a washer and dryer area within
the bedroom. The standard queen bed

fits within the much-appreciated extra
bedroom space afforded by the wide-
body design. The galley has 42-inch-
deep slideouts, making food prep and
dining easier. A porcelain toilet,
stainless steel sink and 30-by-48-inch
Super Shower with Skydome LED

skylight round out the trailer’s
bathroom. The Phoenix offers 45-
gallon black and grey tanks, while the
freshwater tank holds 50 gallons. The
base MSRP for a standard model is
$29,000. Shasta RV, 574-825-7178,
www.shastarving.com

Features and
Affordability 

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.shastarving.com
http://www.twoleavestea.com
http://www.randmcnally.com
http://www.northernindianaeventcenter.org


More than an
Encyclopedia
Internationally recognized, Route 66
is often referred to as the Main
Street of America and continues to
be well traveled. “The Route 66 En-
cyclopedia” by Jim Hinckley
contains more than 1,000 color and
black-and-white photos and an 
alphabetized listing of major
landmarks, personalities and
culture that put Route 66 on the
map and secured its place in
Ameican history. Each listing
includes a brief summary of dates,
facts and a mini-history that makes
this book more like a travel guide
than an encyclopedia. MSRP: $45.
www.amazon.com

Watson Drugs and
Soda Fountain (Calif.)
714-532-6317,
www.watsondrugs.com

Sugar Bowl (Ariz.)
480-946-0051,
www.sugarbowlscottsdale.com

Route 66 Malt Shop (N.M.)
505-242-7866,
www.route66maltshop.com

Another Time Soda
Fountain (Texas)
281-232-2999,
www.anothertimesodafountain.com

POPS (Okla.)
405-928-7677,
www.pops66.com

Purple Cow (Ark.)
501-221-3555,
www.purplecowlr.com

Brent’s Drugs and
Soda Fountain (Miss.)
601-366-3427,
www.brentsdrugs.com

Cream & Sugar Café (Ala.)
251-405-0003,
www.creamandsugarmobile.com

Leopold’s Ice Cream (Ga.)
912-234-4442,
www.leopoldsicecream.com

Jaxson’s Ice Cream Parlour (Fla.)
954-923-4445,
www.jaxsonsicecream.com

facebook.com/trailerlifemagazine 

twitter.com/trailerlifemag

WEB-EXCLUSIVE

Gain special subscriber-only access
to more detailed information, extra
photos and videos about new-product
installs and trailer and tow-vehicle tests. 

Get sneak peeks
at upcoming covers  
before they hit 
newsstands. 

VIP ACCESS

BLOGS

RV LINKS

Join our RV Blog-O-Sphere for
exclusive commentary, reviews and
photos — where Trailer Life and
others blog about all things RV. 

Browse through our RV Links section
for additional information about the
best campgrounds, services and other
info from the Good Sam family.

Trailer Life editors take you inside
the industry with the latest in RV
news and offer a forum so you can
ask the experts for tips on RV
maintenance and new products.

Sign up for Trailer Life magazine’s
RSS feed to receive instant news,
articles and updates.

Frosty Treats for Snow Birds

In this month's Web Exclusive, we’ll
have an online photo gallery dedicated to
the extra photos of Part 1 of the Route
66 series.

When you’re enjoying warmer weather climes this winter, cool off with
a frosty treat found at one of these Sun Belt state ice cream shops.
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Broken Slideout Support
Readers Robert and Judith Brown
purchased a Kodiak travel trailer from
Giant Recreation World, and after
having several other small problems,
eventually suffered a broken slideout
support that caused cracks in the
fiberglass shell. They contacted the
dealer and were not satisfied with the
result.

Acting on behalf of the readers,
Trailer Life contacted Giant Recreation
World in an attempt to reach an
amicable resolution. 

THE COMPANY RESPONDED

Robert and Judith,
It is good to hear from you after all

these years. I hate that it is because
you are experiencing problems with the
travel trailer you purchased from us,

however. As a dealer, we strive for 100
percent customer satisfaction before,
during and after the sale. Because you
purchased your unit from us so long
ago, there really isn’t anything we as a
dealer will be able to do for you except
for us to help solicit help from the
manufacturer. If there was a defect that
caused your problems, we will back
you as much as we can. 

If you were to bring the unit to any
one of our central Florida locations, we
would be willing to perform a good
inspection of the damage, as well as
investigate the root cause of the
damage and document our findings in
writing if those causes support your

claim. You could then use our findings to
fight the good fight, so to speak. We,
Giant Recreation World Inc., will be glad
to supply this service free of charge as
well, as a benefit of purchasing from us
in the past. I checked our records and
the travel trailer has never been back to
us for any service since you picked it up
in January of 2006. I will say that if there
is any documentation of you returning to
any authorized RV repair center during
your initial warranty period that would
be a great benefit to support your
request for help.

Thanks,
Larry McNamara,
COO, Giant Recreation World

TAKE ACTION » After exhausting all other resources without success, please forward information
with copies of appropriate bills and correspondence to RV Action Line, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N, Suite 200,
Minneapolis, MN 55447. Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. No phone calls, please.

Short-Lived Tires
» We spent the winter season at Quartzsite, Ariz., using an
SUV and a 27-foot travel trailer. In January, we purchased a
used 31-foot Newmar Cypress fifth-wheel from the
temporary Camping World facility in Quartzsite. We also
purchased a Good Sam Extended Service Plan for $2,900. 

Camping World spent several days going through the
unit, making certain everything was in top condition prior to
delivery of the unit. We asked about the tires and were
assured that they had “many miles left on them.” 

Prior to our April 9 departure for home, we brought the
tow vehicle to a factory dealer to have it serviced, and the
towing systems were checked to make for a trouble-free trip
home. I checked the trailer tires for proper inflation and
made certain the wheels were on tight and all lights worked
properly.

We intended to travel 270 miles that first day. We
stopped after leaving the RV park to check our equipment.
We traveled a total of 39 miles and pulled off at a roadside
rest area just west of Blythe, Calif., for yet another check
when we discovered the tread had separated from the
casing of the right-rear trailer tire, damaging the side of the
trailer. 

A tow company was called for help and a spare wheel
and tire, which came with the trailer, were installed. We
returned to Blythe, where Alex’s Tire replaced all four tires
at a cost of $968 plus tax. We left Quartzsite the following
day and completed our trip home without further incident. 

After arriving home, we reviewed our Extended Service

Plan contract and contacted the carrier of our RV insurance.
On May 3, I contacted Camping World and was referred to
Shane Stein, a service manager. Mr. Stein committed to
paying me $480, and on May 4, I faxed him a copy of the
invoice from Alex’s Tire. 

On May 24, I spoke with Mr. Stein and was told Camping
World did not get the fax and that the offices involved had
physically moved and there had been some mix-ups. He said
he would get back to us, and that we should expect
payment. 

Today has been almost two months since I last heard from
Camping World, and I have not received the $480 promised by
service manager Stein, so I request your assistance. 

Sincerely,
Richard Mansell, Carlsborg, Wash. 

After receiving the Mansells’ original letter, and all relevant
invoices and fax transmissions, RV Action Line contacted
Camping World on their behalf. Before responding to our
communication, Camping World independently contacted
the Mansells and reimbursed them for the tires and installa-
tion — resolving the dispute and leaving the owners grateful
for the prompt payment and assistance from Trailer Life. 
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by dressing properly for the cold,
damp conditions, reviewing a safety
checklist and, most importantly,
having the right equipment on your
feet depending on where, when and
how long you are planning to enjoy
the activity.

TIPS FOR BEGINNERS
Take it easy at first.
Take frequent breaks to enjoy the

scenery.
Stay hydrated; drink lots of water.
Dress properly in layers of good

performance apparel with wicking
and warming layers. If you stay
warm and dry, you’ll enjoy your out-
ing much more.

Carry a small backpack with
safety items and extras such as
water, snacks, an extra fleece, warm
mittens, hat, compass, map, first aid

by Kathy Cabrera

Walking on Snow
Snowshoeing is easy to learn, excellent exercise and a
great way to get out and see the wonders of winter 

Snowshoeing may look difficult,
but the reason it is becoming
so popular among people of all

ages, from children to senior citizens,
is that it is easy to learn and do.
There are no specific technical skills
required as there are in skiing or
snowboarding. Snowshoeing pro-
vides a comparable workout like you
may have at your local gym, and you

don’t have to go to an expensive ski
resort to engage in the sport. Snow-
shoeing can be enjoyed just about
anywhere there are trails or open
spaces to explore.

Although there is no learning
curve with snowshoeing, the first few
adventures may require building up
your stamina before taking extended
walks. It’s also smart to be prepared

OUTDOORSMAN: SNOWSHOEING

Get Fit 
Snowshoeing is a low-

impact sport and provides
a beneficial off-season

workout and encourages
enjoying the outdoors.

http://www.trailerlife.com
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Redfeather Snowshoes (800-525-
0081, redfeather.com) offers the Arrow
model, a modified round-tail design
that makes travel across snow easy.
They have also enhanced the Hike 
Series, specifically designing a version
for a woman's stride, which is generally
shorter and narrower than a man's. q

For More Information
How to choose snowshoes – advice
from REI: www.rei.com/expertadvice/
articles/snowshoes.html

snowshoeing like walking poles, and
clothes for cold weather. The company
also offers its own L.L. Bean-branded
snowshoes and equipment, including
the Winter Walker snowshoes and pack-
ages for everyone from adults to kids.

MSR (206-505-9500, msrgear.com)
also offers snowshoe models for men
and women, including its Lightning
Axis snowshoe named for MSR’s inno-
vative Axis binding technology. The

Lightning Axis snowshoes
allow up to 22-degrees of
bilateral binding 
adjustment to compen-
sate for a step that’s toe-
in or toe-out.

kit, cell phone, GPS and a small 
repair/multi-tool kit.

Always let people know where you
are going and when you are expected to
return.

When snowshoeing as a group, espe-
cially a family (which is the most fun) let
the fittest teenagers break the trail,
since it will slow them down a little and
allow the rest of the family to keep up.
The activity can be a multi-generational
outing with the little ones and grandpar-
ents at the end of the line on a trail that
has been well packed down.

GEAR PICKS
L.L. Bean (800-441-5713, llbean.com)
retails many top manufacturers’ snow-
shoes, as well as accessories needed for
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Western pygmy blue butterflies have wing spans of .5 to .6 inches, making them the smallest butterflies in North America. - NPS

by Len Cousineau

FUN FACT

Adventures in New Mexico
Wilderness, wildlife and signs of ancient people near Santa Fe

THIS LAND: BANDELIER NATIONAL MONUMENT, NEW MEXICO

Located two hours from Albu-
querque, N.M., and about an hour

from Santa Fe and Los Alamos,
Bandelier National Monument
includes more than 33,000 acres of
beautiful, rugged terrain that gives
credence to the state’s nickname, The
Land of Enchantment. Bandelier
National Monument may be the perfect
respite from the fast-paced hassles of
modern life, especially since 90
percent of the monument beyond the
headquarters area is a designated
wilderness area. In other words,
relaxation comes easily in Bandelier.   

For more than 400 years, ending
approximately in 1550, the Ancestral
Pueblo people lived in the region,
building their homes from the
abundant volcanic tuff, growing corn,
beans and squash on the mesa tops,
and hunting deer, rabbits and

squirrels. A severe drought con-
tributed to already tough living
conditions, so the Ancestral Pueblo
people eventually dispersed. Today’s
visitors to the monument can examine
petroglyphs, remnants of masonry
walls and dwellings carved into cliffs. 

In the summer of 2011, a fire
combined with subsequent floods
damaged the park. Visitors are still
required to take a shuttle to Frijoles
Canyon, the monument’s most-
visited area. 

A Fall Fiesta, which features a
host of entertainment and educational
activities, occurs in late September.
Last year, an ambitious aspect of the
Fiesta, titled “Mozart on the Rocks”
and sponsored by the Los Alamos
Opera Guild, the Don Quixote Distillery
& Winery among others, introduced
opera to the Fiesta. 

The simplest way for many visitors
to experience the monument’s historic
features is to walk the Main Loop Trail.
This path stretches 1.2 miles and
passes numerous archeological sites.
An additional one-mile round-trip trail
allows visitors to access the impressive
cave dwelling known as Alcove House,
and fit hikers may want to take the
three-mile round-trip Falls Trail. In
total, more than 70 miles of trails
zigzag throughout the monument.  

Juniper Family Campground is a
simple first-come, first-served
campground that costs $12 per night
and rarely sells out. Groups any size
from 10 to 50 can stay in Ponderosa
Group Campground, which requires
reservations. q

Bandelier National Monument
505-672-3861, www.nps.gov/band

http://www.trailerlife.com
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(Left to right) Henry’s “Rabbit Ranch” in Staunton, Ill., is a play on the more famous “Cadillac
Ranch” outside Amarillo, Texas. An abandoned house in Grey Summit where Old 66
(Manchester Road) re-joins the newer alignment (now I-44). The Gemini Giant in Wilmington, IL.

s of November 11, 1926, the
day it was officially
designated, Route 66
became “the road on
which America drove
west.” At 2,448 miles,

stretching from Lake Michigan in
Chicago to the Pacific Ocean at Santa
Monica, Calif., the two-lane road
crossed eight states and three time
zones, stitching the country together by
linking the industrial regions of the
Midwest with the golden plains and
monuments of the West.

The highway was so well-traveled
for the next few decades that it was
dubbed the Main Street of America, as

Route 66 literally ran along Main Street
in the dozens of cities, towns and
hamlets it bisected. 

It was also affectionately called “The
Mother Road” (so-named by John
Steinbeck in “The Grapes of Wrath”),
though when it became a route of
escape for thousands of desperate
families fleeing the Depression and
Dust Bowl during the 1930s, it did not
treat the migrants tenderly; many broke
down along the way, ran out of money
and supplies or couldn’t find work in the
“promised land,” California.

The 1940s changed travel on the
route. During WWII it served as a
military conduit, moving vast numbers

of men, munitions and equipment. And
when the hostilities ended, a tourist
boom began, when families on vacation
rolled along America’s Main Street,
propelled by Bobby Troup’s 1946 hit
song, “Get Your Kicks on Route 66.” For
years “getting there” was more
important than “arriving” and Route 66,
with gaudy neon signs lighting much of
the way, was just the avenue for the trip. 

My husband, Guy, and I drove the

http://www.trailerlife.com


story by Pamela Selbert photos by Guy Selbert

Downtown Chicago from the Buckingham Fountain in Grant Park. Each of the four pairs of
sea horses represents one of the four states bordering Lake Michigan.

entire length of Route 66 with the help
of maps by Route 66 historians/enthusi-
asts Jerry McClanahan and Jim Ross,
half a dozen books on the subject and
far better signage now than 10 years
ago due to the renewed popularity of
traveling the historic route and a fair
amount of exploring on our own. We
traveled the Route for one month,
though RVers without that luxury of time
can shorten the trip by traveling the in-
terstates that for many stretches have
supplanted the old road. Our trip will
appear in a four-part series in Trailer
Life. The first part of our trip covers the
span from Chicago to Springfield, Mo.

STARTING LINE
Route 66 officially began in Chicago at
the corner of Michigan Avenue and
Jackson Boulevard. There is still a
marker, but now Jackson Boulevard is
a one-way going east. Bill Kelly,
executive director of the Illinois Route
66 National Scenic Byway, suggests
starting the trip at either the Chicago
Art Institute or at nearby Clarence
Buckingham Memorial Fountain in
Grant Park.

We began at the fountain, a
landmark since 1927. Twice the size but

patterned after the Latona Fountain at
Versailles in France, the magnificent
Buckingham is designed to represent
Lake Michigan, and includes four pairs
of seahorses symbolizing the states
that touch the lake: Wisconsin,
Indiana, Michigan and Illinois. We
suggest a walk around the lovely park
for fine views of gray-green Lake
Michigan and the hundreds of boats in
the harbor, and opposite, the dramatic
Chicago skyline. 

You might encounter a few brief
detours for road construction along
the way, but Route 66 is well marked

through Chicago, its suburbs and the
rest of Illinois as well. Illinois claims
more than 400 miles of the historic
route in several different alignments.
Interstate 55 roughly parallels the old
road the entire way.

Attractions are numerous. Among
them is National Scenic Byway’s
newly-installed kiosk in Berwyn, the
first of 14 similar kiosks scheduled to
be built between Chicago and St.
Louis. Visitors read about history of
the road and listen to Troup’s famous
tune. 

Continue south to the White Fence

http://www.trailerlife.com


Farm Restaurant, built nearly
90 years ago by Peabody Coal

Company president Stuyvesant
Peabody, who believed people would
enjoy a simple menu of superior food
served in an attractive farm
atmosphere. The restaurant, famous for
its fried chicken, became hugely
popular after Route 66 was designated.
The farm also includes a petting zoo.

Ahead is Joliet, a town that capital-
izes on its Route 66 connection
(frequent signs urge you to “Get Your
Kicks on Route 66”). Be sure to stop at
the Rich & Creamy, a frozen custard
stand that opened in 1975. Life-size
versions of Jake and Elwood Blues —
“The Blues Brothers” — dance on the
roof, and Joliet Correction Facility,
which appeared in the opening scene of
the movie, can be seen in the distance. 

Route 66 Park adjoins the custard
stand. Placards tell the old road’s story
and note the locale of five historic gas
pumps placed through the town at
important sites. For example, a red and
yellow Shell pump is here while

another, an antique Texaco pump, is
near the magnificent Rialto Square
Theatre. The Rialto was built as a
vaudeville palace in the 1920’s. The
Rialto, featuring Corinthian columns, a
decorated apse and 20-foot-long crystal
chandelier, is the oldest theater on
Illinois Route 66. 

Continue south along Illinois
Highway 53 (Old Route 66) toward
Springfield. At Wilmington the 28-foot-
tall Gemini Giant stands outside the
Launching Pad, a drive-in restaurant.
Another drive-in just ahead at
Braidwood — the Polk-A-Dot Drive-In —
is similarly eye-catching. Life-size Blues
Brothers are dancing on one side, while
Elvis, Marilyn Monroe, James Dean and
Betty Boop strike familiar poses along
the other.

Gardner, a lovely town with nearly
1,500 residents, is notable for its sur-
prisingly fine two-cell jail built in 1906.
Nearby is a 19th century horse-drawn
streetcar that was converted to the
Streetcar Diner in 1932. No food has
been served since 1939, but the diner,

now a museum, looks open for business.
Highway 53 ends at Gardner, but

well-marked Old Route 66 continues
south through a string of small towns,
including Odell, which features a historic
Standard Oil station, restored to its 1932
appearance, and now offering cold
water, pop and souvenirs. Elsewhere in
town, across the street from St. Paul’s
Catholic Church, is a reminder of the
days when Route 66 was so heavily
traveled that crossing on foot was
hazardous. An underground passage,
now filled in though the entrance
remains, allowed church goers and
school children to get across safely. 

Ahead, Pontiac offers a particularly
important stop on Route 66 today, the
Illinois Route 66 Hall of Fame is located
on the first floor of a fire station and was
built in 1900. Nearby is the Pontiac-
Oakland Automobile Museum, featuring
a large collection of classic Pontiacs and
Oaklands.

The capitol of Springfield, Ill., is
ahead. Attractions are plentiful, most of
them Lincoln-related. Not coinciden-

Route 66: Part One
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more about the Rhino 
Linings® leak-free roof.
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©2012 Rhino Linings Corporation. All rights reserved. TL 0113 65

www.rhinolinings.com/rvroof

Rhino® linings coat more than
just your truck bed. Protect your
RV roof with Rhino Linings®

advanced, metallic UV coating!

tally, our visit took place the last
weekend in September, when for the
11th year, the International Route 66
Mother Road Festival was underway.
The three-day event draws more than
80,000 visitors, many of who take part in
a Friday evening “cruise” of Old Route
66. By early Saturday morning some
1,100 classic cars and trucks are on
display along 20 square blocks of the
city.

Of the dozens of restaurants in
Springfield, one Route 66 travelers
should not miss is Cozy Dog, which was
founded in 1950 by Jennie and Edwin
Waldmire and is still in the family.
Grandson Tony Waldmire now runs the
restaurant best-known for its “cozy
dogs” (Don’t call them “corn dogs,”
Waldmire says with a smile), but the
menu is extensive.

South of Springfield you have two
choices: follow the original (1926-30)
Route 66 alignment on Illinois Highway 4
or the later (1930-43) alignment, which
closely parallels I-55; signage is
excellent. We drove both routes, but

preferred the longer-but-more-interest-
ing, pastoral Highway 4, which also
strings together numerous small towns,
but in addition offers short side-trips on
the earliest sections of road, one of
them laid brick.

Henry’s Rabbit Ranch and Route 66
Emporium, run by Rich Henry, is on the
newer alignment at Staunton and we
recommend a stop. Henry, who was
named to the Illinois Route 66 Hall of
Fame in 2012, built his establishment in
1922 “to look like an old-time service
station.” 

The name “Rabbit Ranch” is derived
not only from the seven upended VW
Rabbits “planted” outside (similar to
Cadillac Ranch in Texas) but also from
the numerous pet rabbits Henry has
rescued from shelters. He currently has
14, most in large cages. Big Red, an
enormous rabbit with the softest fur you
can imagine, is the exception, spending
his days lounging on the shop’s counter
as the “official Route 66 greeter.” 

South of Staunton Old Route 66
leaves Highway 4 to follow the frontage
road to Illinois Highway 157 at Hamel.

Customized hot rods in Springfield, Ill., at
the International Route 66 Mother Road Festival.
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Route 66: Part One

For more attractions as you explore this stretch of Route 66, go to www.trailerlife.com and check out “Route 66 Area Attractions (Part 1).”

auto traffic. 
However, mile-long 1929 Chain of

Rocks Bridge, part of a route to bypass
the city from 1936 till 1968, has been
restored and was added to the National
Register of Historic Places in 2006. The
erector set-like old toll bridge, among
the more unusual structures to span a
river due to the 22-degree bend in the
middle, is popular for walking and
bicycle riding. Placards and replicas of
Route 66 postcards tell the story of the
bridge, now part of the Route 66
Bikeway, linked to more than 300 miles
of bike trails on both sides of the river.

Continue south on Illinois Highway 3
to the McKinley Bridge, built in 1910 as a
railroad bridge. Auto traffic was added
later, and the McKinley, the “world’s
largest electric bridge,” was the first
bridge on which Route 66 crossed the
Mississippi into downtown St. Louis. 

St. Louis abounds with major attrac-
tions, including more than six dozen that
charge no admission (second only to the
nation’s capital in numbers of free at-
tractions). However, we recommend
leaving the RV at a campground while
touring the city; a good choice is the
campground at the Casino Queen. 

The Gateway to the West is famous
for its fine eateries, and they are
numerous. Two in particular are long
associated with Route 66 — the Eat-Rite
Diner and Ted Drewes Frozen Custard;
as you leave St. Louis on the historic
route (see map for directions).

The Eat-Rite opened as a donut shop

in 1908 (two blocks south of Busch
Stadium). Favorite dishes at the 24/7
diner include fried chicken; chili; sliders;
and the St. Louis-original slinger, a
hamburger patty topped with a fried egg,
hash browns, chili, cheese and onions. A
few miles west is Ted Drewes, founded in
1929 and renowned way beyond St. Louis
for its concretes, blended frozen custard
drinks so thick they don’t spill when
turned upside down. The shop, on Route
66 and in its current building since 1941,
recently introduced the Root 66
concretes named for the highway and
the root beer it includes.

Along the old highway to the West is
the site of the famous Coral Court Motel,
now demolished but once a bustling “no-
tell motel” (the 25 two-unit buildings all
had attached garages), and the finest
example of Streamline Moderne motel
architecture on Route 66. One unit was
saved and is partially rebuilt at the
National Museum of Transportation. 

Cutting a diagonal furrow across
Missouri, Route 66, which followed the
much-earlier Osage Indian Trail, became
today’s I-44.

The 200-or-so mile drive through this
lush rural landscape, limestone hills
thickly statured with jade-hued oaks and
cedars, is one of the loveliest stretches
on the entire route. There are also
numerous reasons to stop, with
Meramec Caverns (a Jesse James
hideout) near Stanton among the best.
There is also the whimsical, such as the
World’s Biggest Rocking Chair (42 feet
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The route continues south on
Highway 157 through Ed-

wardsville, then crosses South
University Drive to become Chain of
Rocks Road into Mitchell. 

There, the restored Luna Café, now
a bar rife with Route 66 memorabilia,
was once a supper club frequented by
gangster Al Capone. A restored neon
sign shaped like a cocktail glass
advertised the establishment, and
when the neon cherry at the bottom of
the glass was lit, that meant ladies at
the upstairs “house of ill repute” were
also open for business.

There is no single route into or
through St. Louis — the biggest city
between Chicago and Los Angeles —
on the route the alignment was
changed so often over the years. Two
of the three bridges that at various
times carried the old highway across
the Mississippi are no longer open to

“St. Louis
abounds

with major 
attractions,

including
more than six

dozen that
charge no

admission.”

Old 66 crossed the Mississippi River here on the old Chain of Rocks Bridge (completed 1929).

Framing one of the world's most iconic downtown views is the Gateway Arch in St. Louis.
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Model 2185 shown in Rain Forest
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Illinois Route 66 Association
815-844-4566, www.il66assoc.org

Illinois Route 66 National
Scenic Byway
217-525-9308,
www.wayside66.irswebsolutions.com

Heritage Corridor Convention
and Visitors Bureau
800-926-2262,
www.heritagecorridorcvb.com

Illinois Office of Tourism
800-226-6632, www.enjoyillinois.com

Missouri Route 66 Association
417-865-1318, www.missouri66.org

Missouri Department of Tourism
800-519-2100, www.visitmo.com

tall, 20 feet wide) at Fanning’s “66
Outpost,” a Route 66 memorabilia shop
in “Mural City” Cuba.

Evidence of interest in the old road is
everywhere. Signs advertise Route 66
Antiques, Route 66 Gas, Route 66 Bar
and BBQ Pit, Route 66 Antique Mall and
Route 66 Motors, among others. At
Route 66 Motors near Rolla, owner
Wayne Bales displays century-old
gravity gas pumps, a large red Pegasus,
an array of historic autos and other
Route 66 memorabilia. 

The old highway diverges south from
I-44 at Devil’s Elbow on Teardrop Road,
runs through Hooker Cut, once one of
the deepest rock cuts in the country, and
crosses an especially scenic bend in the
crystal-clear Big Piney River. You can
drive the 1923 bridge (if your RV is less
than 13 feet 8 inches high), but we also
walked it.

The main attraction in Devil’s Elbow,
a town founded in 1870 and named for
the bend in the river, a “devil of an
elbow,” is the Elbow Inn, a popular
barbecue establishment. Outdoor

seating is available on a patio overlook-
ing the picturesque Big Piney.

West of town, the old highway climbs
steeply to a pull-off at a scenic overlook.
There we met Kim and Jytte Broberg
from Denmark, who were devoting 26
days to driving Route 66. Kim explained
that American history can be told
through the roadways adding, “Route 66
is the most interesting — it’s famous all
over the world.”

The old highway continues west,
looping back and forth across the
interstate, through the towns of
Buckhorn, Hazelgreen, Lebanon
(century-old Independent Stave
Company here offers tours), and into
Springfield, last stop on this first leg of
our Route 66 odyssey.

It was in Springfield on April 30,
1926 that the name of the new Chicago
to Los Angeles highway was first
proposed, making the town the “official
birthplace” of Route 66. A dozen years
later it would become the first
completely paved transcontinental
highway in the country. q
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S
outh-central Georgia is a
magical place. It is home to
the legendary Okefenokee
Swamp; bordered by Florida
to the south and the town of

Tifton, Ga., to the north; and it contains
a heady mix of nature gone wild as well
as tamed civilized elegance.

Within the confines of the south
Georgia environ, travelers can expect to
find extensive swamps, miles of rich
forests, cultural and historic museums,
colorful and well-tended gardens,
quaint towns steeped in heritage, and
an extensive mix of visitor amenities.
One of the main draws in the area is
Georgia’s famously unspoiled
swampland, with its sometimes fright-
ening collection of swamp denizens,
unchecked biological growth, and
attendant sights, sounds and smells.

When talking about swampland in

Georgia, the most famous swamp in the
southern section is the Okefenokee. So
magical is the name Okefenokee that
many still believe it is a fictional place,
but this wonder of nature is very much
real. Comprising 438,000 acres in the
southeastern part of Georgia (and a bit
of northern Florida), this swampland is
one of the “Seven Natural Wonders of
Georgia.” The Okefenokee is the largest
peat-based “blackwater” swamp in
North America, and is one of the largest
in the world. The name of the swamp
comes from an extinct Native American
language and is roughly translated as
“bubbling water.” The Suwannee River
is the source of most of the water in the
Okefenokee, and the river drains 90
percent of the swamp’s water toward
the Gulf of Mexico. In 2007, a vast
wildfire roared through much of the
Okefenokee, burning 600,000 acres.

Today, the swamp is recovering nicely.
For public access, there are four

entrances/landings located at various
parts of the swamp, and a large
park/tourist attraction, the Okefenokee
Swamp Park, just south of Waycross,
Ga. The swamp park offers boat tours of
the swamp, and holds a collection of
swamp creatures, a deer observatory,
nature center, bear observatory, acres
of gardens, and its very own Okefenokee
Railroad. Visitors familiar with the
Okefenokee cartoon character Pogo will
want to visit the park’s Walt Kelly Studio
(the creator of Pogo) and the Pogo
Memorabilia exhibit.

Also located near Waycross is
Obediah’s Okefenok, a tribute and
memorial to swamp legend Henry
Obediah Barber. This historic park
contains the 1870 cabin where Obediah
lived and prospered as well as other fine

Southern Georgia’s wide variety
of surprises for the RV traveler

http://www.trailerlife.com
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by Carl Calvert  photos by Ann & Carl Calvert

(Left to right) Boat tours into the
swamp are part of the fun at
Okefenokee Swamp Park. Alligators
are common in these areas. An
authentic grist mill sits on the grounds
of the Agrirama in Tifton, Ga. The
Okefenokee Swamp is comprised of
438,000 acres in southern Georgia and
northern Florida.

http://www.trailerlife.com
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examples of swamp life. Swamp critters
and reptiles, a hog gallows, crumbling
outhouses, a grist mill, smoke house,
moonshine still, and much more are
also found in the park. A picturesque
boardwalk leads visitors into the heart
of Obediah’s realm.

Waycross is also home to the
Okefenokee Heritage Center, a
museum/conference center/historic
exhibit teeming with interesting
Waycross and Okefenokee heritage. The
center features many homes and
buildings from bygone Waycross times
including the Waycross Journal Herald;
carpentry shop; a depot warehouse; and
the Hilliard House; presumably the
oldest standing house in Ware County,
built around 1824. The museum also
has a railroad depot and mailroom, and
the “Old Number Nine,” a historic 1912
Baldwin steam locomotive. The
museum proper houses a Founder’s
Hall, Native American Exhibit, an art
gallery and a Sacred Harp Exhibit.

Next door to the Heritage Center is
the Southern Forest World museum,
focusing on Georgia’s forests and
lumber industry. Since Georgia is one of
the nation’s primary lumber-producing
states, this museum is a fascinating
glimpse into the world of forestry and
harvesting of Georgia trees. Don’t miss
the mummified dog that was found
inside a tree after it was cut down.

While Waycross and the Okefenokee
Swamp are certainly highlights of
southern Georgia, there are additional
towns in this area that hold must-see
sights for tourists. Tifton, about an
hour’s drive west of Waycross, is home
to the Agrirama, the Georgia Museum of
Agriculture and Historic Village, that
plays host to thousands of eager
tourists each year. 

The Agrirama is divided into six
areas: a traditional farm community of
the 1870s, an 1890s progressive
farmstead, a main street, industrial
area, historic Tuft House and the Steam
Train. There are 35 structures on the
95-acre site, including an original
Victorian house built in the 1800s. Other
structures of interest include
farmhouses, a sawmill, turpentine still,
schoolhouse, blacksmith shop and grist
mill. Staff members in period costumes
perform daily activities on the grounds.

Okefenokee Swamp

http://www.trailerlife.com
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Southwest of Tifton, and just west of
Valdosta, is the very interesting town of
Thomasville. This town is a Georgia 
institution, and was designated a Great
American Main Street City in 1998 and
named one of a dozen top places to visit
in the United States by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation in 1999.
The town of Thomasville contains a wide
range of historic buildings and homes,
most dating back to around the turn of
the 20th century as well as many 1800s
structures. Reading a few facts about
Thomasville will hint at why the town is
so revered: the town’s Pinetree
Boulevard is the oldest perimeter road
in the United States; the WPAX radio
station is the third oldest station in
Georgia and the 20th oldest in the
country; the Thomas County Museum of
History has the oldest known private
bowling alley in the country, built of

heart pine lumber in 1893. Other inter-
esting Thomasville facts are that Joanne
Woodward, Oscar-winning actress and
wife of Paul Newman, was born here;
town resident Lt. Henry O. Flipper was
the first black graduate of the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point in 1877;
and that Jacqueline Kennedy retreated
to a Thomasville plantation following the
assassination of President John F.
Kennedy in 1963. 

Thomasville is also home to the “Big
Oak,” an immense live oak tree more
than 325 years old, with a limb span of
165 feet and a circumference of 26 1/2
feet. The Big Oak is one of the original
members of the National Live Oak
Society, enrolled in 1936. A day in
Thomasville is more than worth the trip
— it offers a vibrant historic downtown
with brick-paved streets, unique shops
and restaurants, and beautifully

restored Victorian homes. Visitors can
tour the town’s museums, have their
picture taken beside the Big Oak, tour a
plantation, or discover the beautiful
homes and downtown on a walking or
driving tour.

The area of southern Georgia
bordered by the Okefenokee Swamp and
Waycross to the east, Thomasville to the
west, Valdosta to the south and Tifton to
the north, holds a wide variety of
surprises, attractions, wild flora and
fauna, interesting museums and
historic structures, beautiful gardens
and grounds, and experiences not to be
missed. And these Georgia cities may
have small-town charm, but are also
filled with the amenities a discerning
traveler demands: tasty restaurants,
unlimited shopping and first-class ac-
commodations — definitely something
for everyone. q

A working sawmill is a popular attraction at the Agrirama. The Big Oak tree in Thomasville is one of the oldest and largest in the country.

Quality RV parks are located in the towns and surrounding areas of Valdosta,
Waycross, Thomasville and Tifton. 

Valdosta, the most populated of the four towns, has the largest and widest
selection of parks, restaurants and shops. Roads in the area range from the huge
I-75 interstate to rural roads running through Waycross and the Okefenokee
Swamp area, and most all of them are suitable for large trailers and fifth-wheels.
Since the area is located in the deep south, weather and road conditions are
generally fair and sunny (with the exception of the rare hurricane or tornado).
Since the population in this area is fairly low, traffic is usually not much of a
problem, and most services are located conveniently along Interstate 75.

Some informative websites covering this area of Georgia include:
www.thomasvillega.com, www.okeswamp.com, www.valdostatourism.com,
www.myrtlewoodplantation.com

Before You Go
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PICTURE-PERFECT
PENSACOLA

by Carl Calvert
photos by Ann & Carl Calvert

T
he trip from Alabama’s
panhandle into Florida’s
better-known panhandle is a
short one, but in terms of the
differences between the two

states, the transition from one border to
another is huge. Alabama is steeped in
Southern tradition and lore, rich in
regionally-sourced gastronomical
delights and has its roots deep in Civil
War history. Drive into Florida, however,
and you’ll notice a world of difference:
sun-drenched white-sand beaches, a
multitude of sunscreen-lathered
tourists soaking up the winter sunshine

(especially college students on spring
break), and a line of congested traffic
heading for points east and south.

Upon entering the state of Florida
from Alabama, the first stop on many
tourist agendas is the town of
Pensacola. The picturesque city of
Pensacola is rich in history, lush with
parks and pristine beaches, a haven for
swimmers, boaters and fisherman,
chock full of tourist attractions, and the
surrounding area plays host to
hundreds of thousands of happy visitors
each year.

Any focus on Pensacola would have

A nice 
surprise in
the Florida
Panhandle

Downtown Pensacola offers a number of interesting museums,
including the T.T. Wentworth Florida State Museum.

http://www.trailerlife.com
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to begin with the city’s history. Pensacola’s founding dates back more
than 450 years and it was originally settled by French and Spanish
explorers. Pensacola’s history includes a virtual melting pot of
settlers from across the globe. Visitors to this historic town can sit on
a park bench in the spot where General Andrew Jackson first raised
the American flag in Florida, or walk through a path where the British
Fort of Pensacola once stood. The downtown area sports a number of
museums, historic buildings, archeological paths, as well as one of
the two oldest Florida cemeteries. 

For a great overview of early Pensacola, don’t miss the Historic
Pensacola Village. The Village features a number of original houses
dating back to 1805 as well as several museums and a church.
Nearby is the Colonial Archeological Trail, which presents evidence of
the fortifications that existed on these grounds between the years
1752 and 1821. During this period, Spanish, British and American
soldiers occupied the structures along the trail, and the exhibits
highlight features that were part of the evolving fort construction,
including kitchen sites, buildings, trash pits and wells.

Scattered throughout downtown Pensacola are many specialty

(Above) For a wilder side of Pensacola, visitors can explore the Yellow River
nearby. (Right) The Blue Angels display inside the National Naval Aviation
Museum is a highlight at the museum. (Bottom right) Pensacola has a rich
history, including a number of military establishments.

There are a number of RV parks in the Pensacola area, including the Big Lagoon State Park (www.floridastateparks.org),
Perdido Cove RV Resort & Marina (www.perdidocove.com) and the Playa Del Rio RV Park (www.playadelrio.com). Naturally,
because this is Florida tourist country, the area becomes extremely populated and busy during its peak season (roughly
December through March), and is somewhat quieter the remainder of the year. Pensacola and its surrounding area offers
everything in the way of tourist amenities, with plenty of tasty restaurants, shopping for every budget and taste, and many
stores that cater to the RV traveler. 

Before You Go
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shops that blend past, present and
future, a number of tasty restaurants
and cafes, and a host of museums cele-
brating Pensacola’s history and culture. 

Located just outside of the
downtown area is one of Pensacola’s
prime attractions — the National Naval
Aviation Museum, one of the largest air
and space museums in the world.
Inside, there are over 150 restored
aircraft representing Navy, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard aviation.
Pensacola is the home to the famous
Blue Angels flying team, and a highlight
of the museum is the quartet of original
jets used by the Blue Angels, hung ma-
jestically from the ceiling of the atrium.
The museum also features an IMAX
theater, a Max Flight 360-degree flight
simulator of a Blue Angels ride or a
World War II fighter simulator, cockpit
trainers, a replica of a carrier flight
deck, and much more; truly a museum
for kids of all ages.

At the nearby Naval Air Station the
Blue Angels perform practice shows
over the air station, and the public is
invited to attend. Following most of the
Wednesday practices, there is an
autograph session with the pilots inside
the museum. Also located on the air
station is Fort Barrancas, remnants of a
British fort originally built in 1763, and
the historic Pensacola Lighthouse and
Museum. With all of these attractions
conveniently located in one area, a visit
to Pensacola’s Naval Air Station is
definitely an all-day event.

Naturally, in this part of Florida’s
panhandle, Pensacola is not the only
area that attracts visitors. A number of
nearby towns hold a wealth of tourist
stops, pristine beaches, museums,

shopping experiences and unlimited
natural beauty.

A drive along Highway 98 just east
of Pensacola brings visitors past some
of the whitest and most pristine
beaches you’ll likely ever encounter.
These white sand beaches are particu-
larly impressive near the town of
Destin. And don’t miss the towns of
Niceville (a place that lives up to its
name), Bagdad (patterned with rustic
and historic houses), Milton (revered for
its riverwalk), and the ever-popular
Fort Walton. 

Near Destin, take the time to pull off
the road and take an up-close look at

one of Wyland’s famous “Whaling
Walls” — larger than life murals of
whales and other sea life created by this
nature artist. There are more than 100
of these murals scattered across the
United States and the one located in this
area of Florida is particularly
impressive.

In the town of Milton you’ll find the
Arcadia Mill Archaeological Site. The
grounds contain the remains (you’ll
have to look closely) of a quarry and mill
owned by Joseph Forsyth, a Pensacola
merchant and shipper who quarried
ironstone in the area for the Pensacola
wharf. On the site, Forsyth also built a

Pensacola, Florida

The interior of the Old Christ Church in the Historic Pensacola Village is as pristine as the outside.

“Pensacola brings visitors past some
of the whitest and most pristine
beaches you’ll likely encounter”

http://www.trailerlife.com
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15-foot-high dam and sawmill on Pond
Creek. Later, in 1841, the Arcadia Pail
Factory was established. A variety of
products were manufactured at the
Arcadia Mill Complex, including lumber,
shingles, staves, buckets, meal and
flour. By 1840, the operation was moved
to the Blackwater River, establishing
the town of Bagdad. Today, the site
offers guided and self-guided grounds
tours, a variety of nature trails, a
visitor’s center, museum and a picnic
area.

Pensacola and its surrounding
towns and environs have much to offer
the visitng RV traveler — sparkling
sands, fascinating history and culture,
enough museums to browse for days;
tasty restaurants featuring everything
from oysters, soft-shelled crabs,
gourmet pizza, to Creole pastas; and
the assorted visitor paraphernalia that
is uniquely Floridian. Just a stone’s
throw from Mobile, Ala., and the Deep
South, Pensacola is another world once
you cross the Florida state line. qThe Historic Pensacola Village includes a rich and varied abundance of historic houses.
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by Tim Walton

Upgrading your pin
box can smooth out

the bumps while
towing a fifth-wheel

PIN POINT
IMPROVEMENTS

If your idea of a good time is
climbing onto the back of rodeo
stock bred and raised to throw a

rider, you can expect a good deal of
bucking, but when it comes to towing a
fifth-wheel trailer, it’s the last thing you
expect or want in your ride.

The hardware that connects your
truck and trailer can make a big
difference in how they behave on the
road. There are two sides in the truck-
to-trailer connection that are critical to
the fifth-wheel towing setup. In a recent
article (“5th And Go Forth,” September
2012 Trailer Life) we explored the
available options for fifth-wheel hitches,

which can accommodate short-bed
pickups or can improve ride quality and
ease of use for your trailer and tow
vehicle combination.

Now it's time to explore the trailer
half of the fifth-wheel connection
equation, the pin box. The primary
function on the pin box is to fix the
kingpin at a certain location and angle in
relationship to the front of the fifth-
wheel trailer. Its most important char-
acteristic is structural integrity, creating
a strong connection from the trailer
frame to the kingpin. The term “pin box”
is the industry standard and describes
the most common design, which is a

http://www.trailerlife.com
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box frame because it is a good way to
make flat steel strong enough to handle
the loads much like the truck manufac-
turers are now building frame rails.

The box design also allows for some
interesting options in terms of reach,
pin placement, cushions, tilt plates,
shock absorbers and air bags. This is
where aftermarket pin boxes come into
play. They can improve ride quality,
increase control, create a tighter
turning radius and create more room in
your pickup bed.

Premium pin boxes can also be used
in conjunction with different styles of
hitches to address issues not solved by
the hitch. For example, your slider hitch
allows your short-bed pickup to tow a
fifth-wheel, but you could use some im-
provement in ride quality. A pin box can
help without having to replace the entire
hitch. If you already have air bag
suspension in your truck but are experi-
encing the fore and aft jarring known as
chucking, you can use a pin box
designed to address that very
annoyance.

When you’re shopping for pin boxes,
knowing the make, model and serial
number of your trailer is important.
Make sure a change of pin boxes
doesn't affect the warranty coverage of
your trailer and its frame. For example,
Lippert Components, which builds RV
chassis, has endorsed specific Reese
pin boxes as replacements.

If you have a shortbed pickup then
clearance to the cab of your pickup is at
a premium. Fortunately, there are pin
box solutions designed to help you
achieve the clearance you require. An
extended design helps the pin box reach
out further from the frame of the trailer
or by some other creative means.
PopUp offers a bolt-on pin box
extension gaining you 10 inches of reach
with the kingpin and is suitable for use
on many fifth-wheels and with most
hitches.

Reese’s Sidewinder approaches
the issue from another angle using
a capture plate that moves the
pivot of the trailer from the hitch
point back to the trailer
mounting area, giving you more
room and freeing up space you’d
have to leave clear in the bed with
a normal-style hitch and pin box setup.

Many of the ride quality issues

associated with fifth-wheel trailers
come from the uneven road surfaces
that can translate into movement in the
trailer. Without a specialty pin box, this
movement can transfer into the tow
vehicle producing a jerky ride and
eventually causing wear to the chassis
of the vehicle. The same stresses that
affect the tow vehicle are also being
exerted on the trailer’s frame and
structure. A pin box that helps absorb
the seesaw action between truck and
trailer can save wear on the rider and
vehicles.

Damping in a pin box can be
achieved through a variety of technol-
gies. The best fit will be determined by
specific characteristics in your truck
and trailer setup, such as how well it
handles road conditions.

The unit from MOR/ryde features a
rubber shear spring that resists
movement not only fore and aft, but also
side to side. This style of damping is
maintenance-free and is available in
different trailer weight ratings.

Using air bags to improve ride
quality is an approach used by a few
companies but the implementation, the
number of bags and the assistance of a
shock to damp movement are some of
the variations.

Air bags allow you to change the

ride quality according to the current
load of the trailer by simply changing
the air pressure of the system. The use
of shock absorbers helps the units
stabilize the movement of the trailer
and reduce shock and dampens the
ride. The TrailAir unit and the Reese 5th
Airborne use air bags and shocks to
improve ride quality. Air Safe’s pin box
solution uses four air bags, which are
connected, but it doesn’t employ shocks
or other more rigid components.

Demco uses a parallel linkage
system to address the fore and aft. The
system always returns back to center
using gravity and damps the jerking of
the trailer from the imperfections in the
road without recoil.

If you already have a pickup setup
with a gooseneck and don’t want to
hassle with installing a fifth-wheel hitch,
you can get a conversion hitch setup like
those available from PopUp hitch or an
entire Goose box replacement like the
unit available from Reese. These give
you the option of using your existing
gooseneck-style hitch in your bed while
providing a better ride quality with extra
cushioning built in.

Be sure to thoroughly identify your
towing concerns. Double check tire
inflation, hitch location and trailer cargo
distribution to eliminate variables. Make

Reese Sidewinder
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sure you choose a pin box that matches
load requirements and that is designed
to address the type of bucking your
bronco is doing. 

Reese 
The Sidewinder from Reese is specifi-
cally designed for short-bed pickups
and allows up to 90-degree turns. It au-
tomatically maximizes maneuverability
without the need to throw a switch or
push a button. The Sidewinder allows
you to use the full cargo area in your
pickup bed, without the need to leave
clearance for pin box movement. The
pivoting pin box allows you to hook up
easier because you can connect at any
angle. The unit gives you faster steering

response allowing easier back up with
greater control. The Sidewinder is
available with air-ride and is backed by
a limited lifetime warranty. Reese, 800-
632-3290, www.reeseprod.com

The Reese 5th Airborne acts as a
buffer between the tow vehicle and the
trailer to help smooth the ride by
reducing stress, jarring and vibration.
The pin box utilizes a forward pivot,
enclosed air bag and rear-mounted
shock absorber. The forward pivot
works in harmony with your hitch pivot,
while the air bag is protected from UV
exposure and road hazards in the
enclosed aerodynamic housing. The 5th
Airborne is designed to reduce
horizontal chucking by 60 percent and

vertical shock by up to 44 percent. It
offers worry-free operation and is
backed by a limited lifetime warranty.

Do you need the features of the
Sidewinder and the smooth ride quality
of the 5th Airborne? The Reese Elite
Airborne/Sidewinder gives you the best
of both worlds. The 5th Airborne
combined with the Sidewinder gives you
the smooth ride and easy turning in one
premium pin box. The Elite
Airborne/Sidewinder improves the
towing experience both on the road and
while maneuvering in camp, and is
backed by a limited lifetime warranty.

The Goose Box from Reese is a
hybrid of sort that allows towing your
fifth-wheel trailer with your gooseneck

Reese 5th Airborne

Reese Elite Airborne/Sidewinder

Reese Goose Box

Pin Box Roundup
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hitch while providing a smooth, stable
ride using an air-ride equipped coupler.
The fully enclosed air bag and dual
shock absorbers cushion and absorb
road shock, decreasing vertical shock or
bounce, and longitudinal shock or
chucking. This limits strain on truck and
trailer frames while the pivot tube helps
to minimize jarring by allowing fore and
aft movement. The unit is endorsed by
Lippert Components, so it will not affect
the warranty on its trailer frames and is
made in the USA, and backed by a
limited seven-year warranty. 

MOR/ryde
The MOR/ryde rubber pin boxes (RPB)
have available models to match all of
the OEM pin boxes on the market. It
gives a cushioned sensation over
uneven road conditions and offers jerk-
free starts and stops. The RPB greatly
reduces back and forth chucking and
jerking making for a smoother, more
comfortable in-cab ride. MOR/ryde’s
RPB utilizes a unique rubber shear
spring which works in a horizontal
planar motion to absorb the towing
shock. MOR/ryde's pin box system is
bolt-on and typically takes about one
hour to install. MOR/ryde, 
574-293-1581, www.morryde.com

Demco
The Glide Ride absorbs bumps and jolts
through a gravity self-centering parallel
linkage system. Demco’s pin box
protects your pickup and fifth-wheel by
reducing the stress applied to the
drivetrain, suspension, body and tires.
The pin box is designed to smooth out
the ride while helping to reduce poten-
tially costly repairs and extending the
life of your vehicle. The Glide Ride
operation is maintenance free and
doesn’t affect braking or steering.
Available in multiple fits for different
manufacturers’ pin boxes with up to a
21,000-pound GWR. Demco, 
800-543-3626, www.towdemco.com

PopUp Towing Products
The RV5 is a 10-inch kingpin extension.
It attaches to the trailer’s existing
kingpin with a heavy (nearly 20-pound)
machined steel clamp and also bolts to
the bottom of the kingpin box. The
added distance between the cab of the
truck and the nose of the trailer is

especially needed for many short-bed
trucks, allowing for shorter turns. The
RV5 is a serious piece of equipment, it’s
laser cut from half-inch plate steel with
computer precision and powder coated
for a long-lasting finish that will look
great on your trailer. PopUp Towing,
800-837-8578, www.popuphitch.com

RVCC

RV5

Pin Box Roundup

Demco
Glide Ride

http://www.trailerlife.com
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The RVCC is the newest in the line of
fifth-wheel-to-gooseneck adapters
from PopUp Towing Products. It
attaches to the trailer’s kingpin with a
heavy (nearly 20-pound) machined steel
clamp and also bolts to the bottom of
the kingpin box. It allows a fifth-wheel
trailer to be pulled with a gooseneck
ball in a pickup. It’s adjustable in height,
from 13.5 to 17.5 inches, to fit a variety
of truck/trailer combinations. It also
features a 7 1/2-inch extension with the
coupler forward of the trailer’s kingpin
for more room between cab of truck
and nose of trailer, which is a big help
with short-bed trucks. Enjoy a
smoother ride with a specially
formulated shock-damping cushion.
PopUp Towing, 
800-837-8578, www.popuphitch.com

Airsafe
The King air pin box from Airsafe utilizes
four air bags tied together to reduce
shock and improve ride quality. The air
bags allow you to fill all from one point
while transferring air between them. Air

ride makes sure you experience no
bounce, without rigid points allowing
improved control and helping to increase
the life of the trailer. The bags allow you
to increase or decrease air pressure for
pin rating without the need for shocks.
Available for a variety of manufacturers’
pin box designs. AirSafe, 866-414-4824,
www.airsafehitch.com

Lippert Components
The Tri Glide Air Ride Pin Box by Trailair
replaces the conventional rigid hitch
connection between the fifth-wheel and

pickup. It uses a unique scissor action
that allows the air spring to absorb and
dissipate road forces; the shock
absorber handles the rebound effect. It
helps reduce the fight between the
trailer and tow vehicle, protecting your
investments and damping road shock,
providing a smoother ride. Available for
many manufacturers and are available
in a multi-fit design that can be matched
up based on style, width, length and
drilled on site. 
Lippert Components, 574-535-1125,
www.store.lci1.com q

Trailair Tri Glide 
Air Ride

Airsafe King
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by Bruce W. Smith and Stuart Bourdon

Whether occasional trailer-toter or full-timer, there are standout tow v

http://www.trailerlife.com


January 2013 TRAILERLIFE 39

vehicles in this year’s four-door pickup offerings that fit your lifestyle

With a renewed spirit permeating
the nation, those who enjoy the
outdoors and the freedom of

the road are again enjoying weekend
getaways and extended road trips with
family and friends.

Along with that renewed wanderlust
may come the realization that the pickup
you’ve been driving is probably more
than a decade old. Time and miles have
taken their toll and it’s time to step up to
a new truck that’s more reliable, com-
fortable and functional.

They say timing is everything, and
2013 couldn’t be a better year to make
such a move. The new pickups are more
refined, powerful and fuel-friendly than
ever before.

We have spent seat time in the new
four-doors from the Big Three
(Chevrolet, Ford and Ram) during the
past few months. Improvements that
range from engine and transmission
technology, interior design, ride and
handling, as well as overall comfort is at
an all-time high.

So is the integration of today’s
wireless technology and advanced
computing power. Whatever you need to
enjoy time spent in the vehicle is often at
your fingertips or can be controlled from
the sound of your voice.

Trying to compare a 2003 pickup to a
2013 is like comparing a basic flip phone
to a smartphone: Both are functional,
but the latter integrates seamlessly into
your lifestyle and allows you to do things
the old phone wasn’t capable of.

Today’s pickups are almost like
smartphones with a lot of towing power.

A few pickups caught our attention
as being the ideal package for those who
enjoy the recreational trailer lifestyle.
Whether you are brand-loyal or not, we
think you will find one or more of these
particular 2013 pickups will do the job
quite nicely.

FORD
Quiet Muscle
We like Ford’s F-150 Super Crew
4x2 EcoBoost Lariat 365HP 3.5L
with the 6-speed automatic and
3.55 axle.

The twin-turbo V-6 puts
most V-8s to shame and delivers 22/16
hwy/city MPG. Order it with Equipment
Group 502A and enjoy HID headlights
and the MyFord Touch electronics
package while towing up to 9,800
pounds using a weight-distributing (WD)
hitch (5,000 pounds conventional). Its
towing package has the best mirrors in
the industry. The back-up camera is a
nice bonus.

Style Points
Higher up is the F-250 Crew Cab
Platinum Long Bed 4x4, 400HP 6.7L
Power Stroke diesel, 6-speed

automatic with 3.55 axles.
This F-250 is filled with all the

amenities for serious towing use. The
FX4 off-road package adds hill-descent
control. It’s ideal for towing trailers up to
14,000 pounds with a WD hitch, 15,200
pounds when towing a fifth-wheel.

Statement Maker
At the top end, is Ford’s F-350 King Ranch
Crew Cab Dually 4x2, 400HP 6.7L Power
Stroke diesel, 6-speed automatic and
3.73 axle. Ford doesn’t make one-tons

FORD F-150 SUPER CREW

http://www.trailerlife.com


Best Bets for 2013

any nicer than this model. You’ll be the
envy of any RV park. Its long wheelbase
helps smooth out a cross-country trip.
The rich southwestern-styled interior
soothes the soul. And it offers a 16,000-
pound towing capacity with a gooseneck
or fifth-wheel hitch.

Chevy/GMC
Half-ton Muscle
GM’s Silverado/Sierra 1500 Crew Cab
Short Box LT 4x2, 403HP 6.2L Vortec, 6-
speed automatic and 3.73 axle is ideal for
light-duty work. Although most buyers
gravitate to the 5.3L, those who want
serious towing performance order the
NHT maximum trailering package and
get the benefit of four-wheel disc brakes
and GM’s strongest pickup small-block.
The NHT package also brings on 10,600
pounds of towing capacity when using a
WD hitch. The 6.2L pickup has guts, but
still touts 13/18 city/hwy EPA numbers.
Its mid-level cloth trim is nicely
appointed and comfortable.

Polished Performer
The Silverado/Sierra 2500HD Crew Cab

Long Bed LTZ 4x2, 397HP 6.6L Duramax
diesel with the 6-speed automatic and
3.73 axle is a solid do-it-all choice. With
strong grade-braking performance,
built-in trailer sway control and 16,700
pounds of towing capacity, this package
is a favorite for mid-size trailer owners in
mountain country. It also has the ability
to pull a 13,000-pound trailer on its con-
ventional hitch. The LTZ trim coddles
occupants in luxury.

The Big Dog
Heavy-duty users should check out GM’s
Silverado/Sierra 3500 HD Crew Cab
Dually 4x4, 397HP 6.6L Duramax diesel,
6-speed automatic with 3.73 axles. The

ability to tow an 18,000-pound trailer on
the ball or a 22,500-pound fifth-wheel
makes this truck a great choice for the
full-time RVer. The 1LT trim package and
NavTraffic option brings advanced func-
tionality and richness to the interior.

Ram Truck
The Fuel Miser
Ram’s 1500 SLT C rew Cab 4x2 with a 5-
foot, 7-inch bed, 305HP 3.6L Pentastar 
V-6, 3.55 axle and 8-speed automatic is a
high-value choice. It’s a V-6 that feels like
a small-block V-8, thanks to the new
automatic. It offers an estimated 25
hwy/17 city MPG. Its towing capacity is

40 TRAILERLIFE  January 2013

The GM Vortec 6.2L V-8 VVT (variable
valve timing) gas engine produces more
than 400 lb-ft of torque.

CHEVY SILVERADO 3500 HD

RAM 1500 SLT CREW CAB
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When the search for a new tow
vehicle has been narrowed

down to a specific engine and cab
configuration, pay close attention
to the axle ratio.

A lower (numerically higher)
gear ratio, such as 3.73:1, provides
considerably more low-speed
wheel torque, i.e., faster accelera-
tion and better grade braking, than
a taller (numerically lower) ratio
such as 3.42.

This means a “towing” ratio
like 3.73:1 gears takes less throttle
to get the truck and the load it’s
carrying or towing up to speed
than ratios touted for better fuel
economy like a 3.42:1 axle. 

As for an axle ratio’s effect on
fuel economy, factory engineers
say the difference between, say
3.55 and 3.73 gears is negligible
when towing. Even unladen the
difference in highway mileage is
probably going to be about 1MPG at
cruising speeds.

Axle ratios also affect tow
capacities. So if you are planning
on towing close to the maximum
with the new truck, pay very close
attention to what axle ratio you
order; sometimes the lowest axle
ratio doesn’t always translate into
the maximum trailering capacity.

Axle Ratios
and Towing
Performance
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3.5L 365HP EcoBoost

365 @ 5,000 RPM

420 @ 2,500 RPM

6-speed automatic

3.55:1

26 gal.

Coil-on-shock, double-
wishbone independent/
Hotchkiss-type live axle,
lead springs and outboard
shock absorbers

Four-wheel vented disc,
ABS

9,800 lb.

7,400 lb.

15,000 lb.

231.9"

144.5"

F-150 Super Crew 4x2
EcoBoost Lariat

6.7L V-8 OHV turbodiesel

400 @ 2,800 RPM

800 @ 1,600 RPM

6-speed automatic

3.55:1

37.5 gal.

Mono beam with coil springs,
shocks, stabilizers bar/live
axle with leaf springs,
staggered shocks and
stabilizer bar

Four-wheel vented disc, ABS

15,200 lb. (fifth-wheel)

10,000 lb.

23,500 lb.

263"

172.4"

F-250 Crew Cab
Platinum Long Bed 4x4

6.7L V-8 OHV turbodiesel

400 @ 2,800 RPM

800 @ 1,600 RPM

6-speed automatic

3.73:1

26 gal.

Independent twin I-beam with
coil springs, shocks, stabilizer
bar/live axle with leaf springs,
staggered shocks and
stabilizer bar

Four-wheel vented disc, ABS

21,900 lb. (fifth-wheel)

13,300 lb.

30,500 lb.

263"

172.4"

F-350 King Ranch
Crew Cab Dually 4x2

Engine

HP

Torque

Transmission

Axle Ratio

Fuel Cap

Suspension, F/R

Brakes

Tow Rating

GVWR

GCWR

Length

Wheelbase

CONTACT: Ford trucks; 800-392-3673, www.ford.com

Best Bets for 2013

Truck Comparisons

almost 6,000 pounds so this is an excellent package for towing
lightweight trailers while keeping the best fuel economy for
daily driving.

The Outdoorsman
The Ram 1500 Crew Cab Outdoorsman 4x4 5-foot, 7-inch bed,
383HP 5.7L Hemi, with 3.92 axles and 8-speed automatic is
ideal for moderately sized RVs. Order it
with the optional air suspension

and you have the most technologically advanced Ram half-ton
— a sporty, stable towing platform for trailers up to 9,950 pounds.

The Towing King
Ram’s 3500 HD Crew Cab Long Bed Dually 4x2, 370HP 6.7L
Cummins, with the 6-speed auto and 3.55 axle is a good
choice. If your lifestyle revolves around extended trips with a

fifth-wheel, the plush Laramie Longhorn should be
capable of towing more than 17,000

pounds, and might be just
what you’re looking for. q

RAM 3500 HD CREW CAB

http://www.trailerlife.com
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6.2L Vortec V-8

403 @ 5,700 RPM

417 @ 4,300 RPM

6-speed automatic

3.73:1

26 gal.

Independent, coil-over-shock/
Live axle with leaf springs,
shocks and stabilizer bar

Four-wheel vented disc, ABS

10,600 lb.

7,100 lb.

16,000 lb.

230"

143.5"

Silverado/Sierra 1500
Crew Cab Short Box

LT 4x2
6.6L Duramax Turbodiesel V-8

397 @ 3,000 RPM

765 @ 1,600 RPM

6-speed automatic

3.73:1

36 gal.

Independent, torsion bar/Live
axle with leaf springs, shocks
and stabilizer bar

Four-wheel disc, ABS

13,000 lb. (conventional)

10,000 lb.

16,000 lb

259.1"

167.7"

Silverado/Sierra
2500HD Crew Cab
Long Bed LTZ 4X2

6.6L Duramax Turbodiesel V-8

397 @ 3,000 RPM

765 @ 1,600 RPM

6-speed automatic

3.73:1

36 gal.

Independent, torsion bar/Live
axle with leaf springs, shocks
and stabilizer bar

Four-wheel disc, ABS

22,500 lb. (fifth-wheel)

13,200 lb.

27,500 lb.

259.1"

167.7"

Silverado/Sierra
3500HD Crew Cab

Dually 4x4

CONTACT: General Motors; 800-222-1020 (Chevy), 800-462-8782 (GMC), www.gm.com

3.6L DOHC V-6

305 @ 6,400 RPM

269 @ 4,175 RPM

8-speed automatic

3.55:1

26 gal. (standard)

Independent, coil springs,
shocks and stabilizer
bar/five-link with track bar,
coil springs, shocks and
stabilizer bar *

Four-wheel disc, (front
vented discs), ABS

5,950 lb.

6,700 lb.

11,200 lb.

229"

140.5"

Ram 1500 SLT Crew
Cab 4x2

with 5-foot, 7-inch bed
5.7L HEMI 16-valve V-8

395 @ 5,600 RPM

407 @ 3,950 RPM

8-speed automatic

3.92:1

26 gal. (standard)

Independent, coil springs,
shocks and stabilizer
bar/five-link with track bar,
coil springs, shocks and
stabilizer bar *

Four-wheel disc, (front
vented discs), ABS

9,950 lb.

6,800 lb.

15,650 lb.

237.9"

149.6"

Ram 1500 Crew Cab
Outdoorsman 4x4
5-foot, 7-inch bed

6.7L Cummins turbodiesel I-6

370 @ 2,800 RPM

800 @ 1,600 RPM

6-speed automatic

3.55:1

26 gal. (standard)

Live axle, links with track bar,
coil springs, shocks and
stabilizer bar/live axle, leaf
springs, shocks

Four-wheel disc, ABS

17,000 lb. (mfg. estimate)**

N/A lb.**

N/A lb.**

259.4"

168.9"

Ram 3500HD Crew
Cab Long Bed

Dually 4x2

CONTACT: Ram Trucks; 866-726-4636, www.ramtrucks.com * Optional air suspension replaces shocks and coil springs.
**Unavailable from Chrysler at press time due to late builds of Ram HD models.

Engine

HP

Torque

Transmission

Axle Ratio

Fuel Cap

Suspension, F/R

Brakes

Tow Rating

GVWR

GCWR

Length

Wheelbase

Engine

HP

Torque

Transmission

Axle Ratio

Fuel Cap

Suspension, F/R

Brakes

Tow Rating

GVWR

GCWR

Length

Wheelbase
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by Bob Ashley and associates
photos by Bruce Hampson and Shawn Spence

A sneak peek at a few of the exciting new towables you
can expect to see on dealer lots in the coming months

The Latest in
Trailer Offerings

The towables market has been
ever-expanding since the recent
recession and is currently the

fastest growing segment in the RV
market. This ongoing trend is redefining
the market as we know it. Recreation-
minded consumers seem eager to
spend on affordable RVs that are packed
with value and they want something that
offers fuel efficiency. In other words,

lighter-weight trailers and fifth-wheels
are a big part of that new market.
However, at the other end of the
spectrum, larger fifth-wheels are also
gaining in popularity. Retirees or people
considering retirement don’t seem so
concerned about the cost of a unit.
Luxury toy haulers that have
become more residen-
tial with larger

KEYSTONE MONTANA

http://www.trailerlife.com


All-new Augusta
With Augusta RV’s first unit coming
off the line in March of 2012, this new
company now offers the aerodynamic
Augusta towable line featuring a
fiberglass skin and includes a couple
of bunkhouse models in its 28- to 34-
foot, $19,000 to $23,000 products.

Shasta RV
The 100-inch-wide mid-level Phoenix
fifth-wheel will feature leather-style
furniture and a “designer-inspired”
bathroom. The new Phoenix will
range in length from 27 to 34 feet with
MSRPs starting around $30,000.

Cruiser RV
Cruiser is offering a remodeled Fun
Finder travel trailer lineup with a new
barrel roof and fiberglass front caps,
rear living rooms and galley slides.
Lengths vary from 18 to 33 feet;
MSRPs from $16,000 to $22,000.

Starcraft RV
The AR One line has been expanded
with three new models: a 21-, 26- and
a 25-footer with bunks and a slide. A
new half-ton towable fifth-wheel and
five new folding camping trailer
floorplans are also in the lineup.

KZ RV 
The company has introduced the
Durango Sandlewood Edition fifth-
wheels with champagne full-body
exteriors in both the mid-profile
Durango 1500 and full-profile
Durango. These will have black
accent trim and new aerodynamic
front caps, and be available in lengths
of 28 to 39 feet. The highlight of its
new offerings is the Sport Trek travel
trailer, towable by light-duty pickups
and SUVs, which will retail in the
$20,000 range, come in lengths of 26
to 34 feet and feature an enclosed
underbelly. 

Lifestyle Luxury RV
Evergreen’s Lifestyle Luxury RV
division has introduced a new model,
the LS35SB, featuring an entertain-
ment center with a pullout desk,
galley slide with optional kitchen
island, optional fireplace and full-size
sofa in opposing slideouts.

More To Come

refrigerators and more comfortable
furniture are particularly hot in the
market right now.

In the lightweight category,
Coachmen is focusing on the heart of
the market with its new, entry-level
Apex travel trailer line that comes in
lengths from 20 to 28 feet with base
prices starting at $15,000. The company
swapped out lauan substrate for Azdel
Superlite — 50 percent lighter than
wood — in its new laminated fiberglass
sidewalls.

Keystone’s high-end Raptor and
Fusion fifth-wheel and travel trailer
series are the company’s top-selling toy
haulers, with retail prices starting at
$38,149 and $43,600, respectively. It
seems toy haulers as a whole are
starting to appeal to women who often
make the purchase decisions and want

KEYSTONE RAPTOR VELOCITY

AUGUSTA AT29RL

JAYCO WHITEHAWK
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New Trailers for 2013
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the unit to be an RV with a garage, not a
garage first. Toy haulers are not as edgy
as they once were. During the last year,
Keystone has specifically moved that
direction with its Raptor and Fusion
products. In addition, the company’s
high-end Montana fifth-wheel has been
completely redesigned; especially
notable is the fresh new interior,
including one model (3900FB) with a
huge front bath where the master
bedroom is usually located. 

Winnebago Industries, which for
decades has built Class A, B and C

SHASTA RV PHOENIX WINNEBAGO MINNIE

STARCRAFT RV TRAVELSTAR
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motorhomes, climbed aboard the
towable trend two years ago with the
purchase of SunnyBrook RV, a highly
regarded travel trailer and fifth-wheel
manufacturer. In the lightweight
categories, Winnebago Towables
introduced two new products for 2013 —
the Winnebago Lite Five fifth-wheel and
the Minnie travel trailer, which
borrowed its name from an iconic
Winnebago mini-motorhome brand.

Three-year-old Prime Time, a
subsidiary of Forest River, introduced

EVERGREEN SUN VALLEY

EVERGREEN BAY HILL
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the Avenger travel trailer for 2013 with a
$15,995 MSRP. Prime Time president
Jeff Rank noted that new materials and
construction techniques inside the
factory allow some entry-level travel
trailers to cost less than pop-up
campers, which is probably why folding
camping trailers are the only towable
segment in decline.

That trend will probably continue to

cut into the folding camping trailer
market according to Derald Bontrager,
president of Jayco. For 2013, Jayco
introduced seven laminated-fiberglass
travel trailer floorplans ranging from 29
to 35 feet in the White Hawk series with
a base MSRP of $24,893.

Livin’ Lite started out building light-
weight, all-aluminum pop-up campers
and has progressed into all-aluminum

travel trailers. Livin’ Lite will introduce
an ultra-lite, all-aluminum and
composite travel trailer called the
Mercury in two 24-foot floorplans with
dry weights less than 4,500 pounds.

To meet the current market,
Crossroads for 2013 added a lightweight
30-foot fifth-wheel with a $29,995 MSRP
to its Cruiser Aire series. The two-tone
double-slide unit features a dry weight

New Trailers for 2013

HEARTLAND CYCLONE CYCLONE
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Correct Track II 
Trailer Axle 
Alignment Kit

Laser  
Alignment  
Tool

Target  
Plate

Tire blow-out is the #1 worry facing RV’ers today!

And now with the Correct Track suspension alignment system, you can put 
those worries to rest.  The primary focus of the Correct Track system is safety.  
Using our patent pending design, Correct Track bolts on to the trailer’s existing 
spring axle hangers and properly aligns trailer suspension.  Tires will now run 
cooler and longer, lessening the chance for tire blow-out.  

T
advantage of the Correct Track Laser Alignment Program.  
With this program, customers get a laser alignment 
inspection, tire tread wear measurements, air pressure 
check, suspension inspection and written report.  All     
        training and equipment is furnished by the Mobile     

 
 

        details at  574-312-6654.

Illustration of 
Correct Track 
Laser Alignment 
System

Rubberized Suspension Enhancement

of 7,000 pounds so it can be towed by
half-ton pickup trucks. Crossroads uses
lightweight composites and aluminum
in its construction.

Founded in 2008, Evergreen Recre-
ational Vehicles initially offered an all-
composite green Ever-Lite travel trailer
series retailing for about $45,000. Now
the company has evolved into more tra-
ditional products that include the Bay
Hill fifth-wheels with luxurious interiors
and a line of Sun Valley travel trailers.

Heartland Recreational Vehicles
has seen increased sales in the
company’s mid-level Sundance and Elk
Ridge lines, which retail in the low
$40,000 range. Both have been
upgraded for 2013 and now offer the
same amenities, slideouts and
floorplans in mid-level that were only
available in high-end fifth-wheels three
or four years ago. The company is also
coming out with an edgier, upgraded
look with its Gateway, a 35- to 38-foot
line of fifth-wheels with triple and quad
slides with colored glass and frameless
windows, and hot new paint schemes

on its Cyclone fifth-wheel toy haulers. 
Reintroduced with an all-new look is

the Dutchmen Coleman travel trailer,
featuring a fully enclosed insulated
underbelly, larger water capacity and
enhanced insulation. The 16- to 33-foot,
fiberglass-skinned ultra-light offers two
standard Coleman folding chairs with
each unit. Optional Coleman coolers,
lanterns, indoor/outdoor tables and

sleeping bags are also available.
Gulf Stream's 7 1/2-foot-wide entry-

level wood and aluminum Ameri-Lite
travel trailer is designated “Super Lite”
by the company with a dry weight less
than 2,880 pounds. 

With five 17- to 21-foot floorplans,
the Ameri-Lite Super Lite carries an
$8,995 MSRP and a 12-year warranty.
The company is also bringing to market

KZ RV DURANGO
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Airstream 
877-596-6111,
www.airstream.com

Augusta RV
574-848-0200,
www.augusta-rv.com

Coachmen RV 
574-825-5821,
www.coachmenrv.com

Crossroads RV 
888-226-7496,
www.crossroadsrv.com

Cruiser
260-562-3500,
www.cruiserrv.com

Dutchmen 
574-537-0600,
www.dutchmen.com

EverGreen 
574-825-4298,
www.GoEverGreenRV.com

Gulf Stream
800-482-6456,
www.gulfsteamrvtrailers.com

Heartland Recreational Vehicles
574-262-8030,
www.heartlandrvs.com

Jayco 
574-825-5861,
www.jayco.com

Keystone RV
574-535-2100,
www.keystonerv.com

KZ RV 
260-768-4016,
www.kz-rv.com

Lifestyle Luxury RV
574-825-5578,
www.lifestylelrv.com

Livin’ Lite RV 
574-862-2228,
www.livinlite.com

Prime Time 
574-862-3001,
www.primetimerv.com

Shasta RV
574-825-7178,
www.shastarving.com

Starcraft RV 
800-945-4787,
www.starcraftcamping.com

Winnebago Industries 
641-585-3535,
www.winnebagoind.com

a bathroom-slideout-equipped Gulf
Breeze and a competitively priced Track
& Trail toy hauler, two new 23-foot Visa
travel trailers and three new Yellow-
stone fifth-wheel floorplans.

Last, but certainly not least,
Airstream had California designer
Christopher C. Deam design an ultra-
modern interior for the 2013 Interna-
tional Sterling Edition that used bright
yellow and lavender colors to accent the
interior. Meanwhile, Airstream has
developed a new product with its
European partners. It’s all hush-hush as
of press time for this issue, but we were
told that it’s a travel trailer interior
concept unlike anything Airstream has
ever done before. q

Sources

New Trailers for 2013

CRUISER FUN FINDER
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Awning

Carefree of Colorado
Carefree of Colorado is a manufacturer of
patio awnings for travel trailers, fifth-
wheels, motorhomes, and tent trailers and
truck campers. 
303-469-3324, www.carefreeofcolorado.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Dometic
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

A&E Blind and Awning
800-777-1221, www.aeblind.com

Campground/Resort

Great Smoky Mountain
Jellystone Camp-Resort – Cosby, Tenn.
Great Smoky Mountain Jellystone Camp-Resort
has consistently been ranked as one of the
country’s top 100 campgrounds by Woodall’s.
423-487-5534, www.greatsmokyjellystone.com

1ST

2ND
Ocean Lakes Family
Campground – Myrtle Beach, S.C.
843-238-5532, www.oceanlakes.com

Engine Oil

Shell Rotella
A diverse line of heavy-duty engine oils,
Shell’s Rotella products have long been
known as quality lubricants that are
popular with RVers.
800-237-8645, www.shell.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Amsoil
800-956-5695, www.amsoil.com

Mobile 1
800-662-4525, www.mobiloil.com

Fifth-Wheel Hitch

Reese 
A powerhouse in the towing market, Reese
makes ball mounts, hitch balls, pin boxes,
brake controllers and heavy-duty hitches
for the RV market. 
800-632-3290, www.reeseprod.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

B&W Trailer Hitches
800-248-6564, www.turnoverball.com

PullRite
574-259-1520, www.pullrite.com
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T
hink of the time you spend planning trips, researching
which RV to buy, learning how your RV works, hunting
for for do-it-yourself tips on top of everything that
you’ve learned, out of necessity, on the fly. You are RV

experts in your own right. Whether it’s finding the best gas
prices, the friendliest campgrounds, the easiest-to-use
hitches, or the most durable awning, Trailer Life readers are
informed through experience, the fellow RVers they meet, and
a passion for the lifestyle that makes this industry a true
community functioning in campgrounds, RV parks, truck stops
and camping stores throughout the land. 

To tap into that vast body of knowledge, we launched the
Trailer Life Readers’ Choice Awards to learn more about our
readers and what they value, as well as finding out what
vehicles, destinations and products make life on the road
easier and more enjoyable. 

Conducted online at TrailerLife.com, the Readers’ Choice
Awards allowed thousands of readers to vote in 25 categories
among 104 brands, as well as picking the most-desirable state
to visit and favorite campgrounds. And, now the winners are…

Our readers’ favorites 
and recommendations in 
25 RV-centric categories
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Fifth-Wheel Trailer

Keystone
Keystone is a leader in North American RV
sales, specializing in fifth-wheels, travel
trailers and toy haulers.
574-535-2100, www.keystonerv.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Forest River
574-389-4600, www.forestriverinc.com

Jayco
574-825-5861, www.jayco.com

Folding Camper

Jayco
Jayco is one of the best-known names in
the RV industry, and its folding campers are
a staple of American highways, byways and
campgrounds. 
574-825-5861, www.jayco.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Starcraft RV
800-945-4787, www.starcraftrv.com

Aliner
724-423-7440, www.aliner.com

Fuel Additive

Lucas Oil 
A manufacturer of oils, additives and
lubricants, Lucas Oil Products has been a
major player in the oil game since its
founding in 1989.
800-342-2512, www.lucasoil.com

1ST

2ND Sea Foam
952-938-4811, www.seafoamsales.com

Fuel Station

Pilot Flying J
After merging Pilot and Flying J in 2010, the
combined travel center giant now has 649
locations in North America — and is always
adding more. 
877-866-7378, www.pilotflyingj.com

1ST

2ND Love’s
800-388-0983, www.loves.com

Performance Add-On

Banks Power
Looking to boost your tow vehicle’s
performance? Banks builds a range of
products to make more power, from cold-air
intake kits, turbochargers and EFI tuners. 
800-601-8072, www.bankspower.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Torklift
800-246-8132, www.torklift.com

Bully Dog
877-285-5936
www.bullydog.com(Tie)

Edge Products
888-360-3343
www.edgeproducts.com

Portable Generator

Honda 
A builder of long-lasting and quiet portable
generators, Honda’s power stations are
offered in a range of output levels.
770-497-6400,
www.powerequipment.honda.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Cummins Onan
800-888-6626, www.cumminsonan.com

Yamaha
800-962-7926, www.yamaha-motor.com

Refrigerator

Dometic
Dometic builds a variety of models for every
type of RV. Beyond fridges, Dometic makes
other RV appliances, treatments and
accessories.
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

1ST

2ND Norcold
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com
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RV Cleaner

Protect All
With polishes, washes, wheel and tire
cleaner, rubber roof treatments, slideout
lubricants and black streak removers,
Protect All has RVers covered.
800-322-4491, www.protectall.com

1ST

2ND Star brite
800-327-8583, www.starbrite.com

RV Retailer

Camping World
Camping World is the nation’s largest
retailer of RV supplies, accessories, as well
as new and used RVs, with more than 75
storefronts coast-to-coast. 
888-626-7576, www.campingworld.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Local dealers

Walmart
www.walmart.com

RV Toilet

Thetford
Making portable and permanent toilets,
chemicals, cleaners and convenience
products, Thetford is a time-tested and
popular builder of RV toilets.
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com 

1ST

2ND SeaLand Toilet Systems
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

Satellite Hardware

Winegard
Whether it’s satellite antennas, receivers or
roof-mounted antennas — from manual
models to fully automatic — Winegard’s
products ride atop many RVs.
800-288-8094, www.winegard.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

King Controls
952-922-6889, www.kingcontrols.com

KVH Industries
401-847-3327, www.kvh.com

Satellite Provider

DIRECTV
Beaming its first digital satellite transmis-
sion in 1994, DIRECTV has more than 20
million subscribers, including many who
tune-in from their traveling homes.
888-777-2454, www.directv.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

DISH
765-894-4248, www.dish.com

Shaw Direct
888-554-7827, www.shawdirect.ca

Sit-Down Restaurant

Cracker Barrel
A friend to the RV community for its parking-
lot policy, Cracker Barrel Old Country Store
and Restaurants has more than 600
locations throughout the United States. 
800-333-9566, www.crackerbarrel.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Applebee’s
317-885-6631, www.applebees.com

Denny’s
800-733-6697, www.dennys.com

State to RV

Colorado
Whether it’s the many resort towns, Rocky
Mountain National Park, Rio Grande
National Forest or points along the way,
Colorado is filled with natural beauty.  
www.colorado.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Oregon
www.traveloregon.com

Utah
www.utah.com
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Tires

Goodyear
Founded in 1898, the Goodyear Tire &
Rubber Company is one of the premier tire
manufacturers and known for producing a
wide variety of quality products. 
800-321-2136, www.goodyear.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Michelin
866-866-6605, www.michelinman.com

Maxxis
www.maxxis.com

Travel Trailer

Jayco
Jayco is one of the best-known names in
the RV industry, and its travel trailers can
be found on thousands of American
highways, driveways and campgrounds. 
574-825-5861, www.jayco.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Forest River
574-389-4600, www.forestriverinc.com

Airstream
877-596-6111, www.airstream.com

Travel Trailer Cover

Adco Products
Adco specializes in RV covers, as well as
covers for tires, windshields, A/C units and
propane cylinders, among other RV-centric
items.
800-541-2326, www.adcoprod.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Calmark Covers
800-838-7236, www.calmarkcovers.com

Camco
800-535-5053, www.camco.net

Travel Trailer Hitch

Equal-i-zer
Focused on building products that reduce
sway, Equal-i-zer builds four-point sway
and weight-distribution products that can
make RV travel easier and safer. 
800-478-5578, www.equalizerhitch.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Torklift
800-246-8132, www.torklift.com

Reese
800-632-3290, www.reeseprod.com

Truck

Ford
Maker of the top selling truck for 25 years,
the F-150 — and the beefy Super Duty
pickup — Ford has become the ubiquitous
American-made truck. 
800-392-3673, www.ford.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Chevrolet
800-950-2438, www.chevrolet.com

Ram
866-726-4636, www.ramtrucks.com

Truck Bed Liner

Rhino Linings
A maker of bed liners, military equipment,
quality flooring, epoxies and coatings, Rhino
spray-in bed liners add protection and value
to trucks that put their beds to work. 
888-450-0441, www.rhinolinings.com

1ST

2ND

3RD

Line-X
877-330-1331, www.linex.com

Bed Rug
800-462-8435, www.bedrug.com

Truck Camper

Lance Camper
Lance builds truck campers and travel
trailers, including many units with a focus
on reducing their ecological footprint. 
661-949-3322, www.lancecamper.com

1ST

2ND Northwood Manufacturing
800-766-6274, www.northwoodmfg.com
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story and photos by Gary Wescott

When we were planning our trip
to South America many years
ago, we bought our first Four

Wheel Camper. It was the lightest and
lowest we could find, and we lived in it
for 14 months as we traveled south
from our home in California all the way
to Tierra del Fuego, Argentina.

After driving it back home, we
bought another one and mounted it on
a Ford F-350. Next we drove across
Siberia in the winter, across the rest

of Russia, and then around the world
on a three-year/40,000-mile adventure
in 1996.

Any pop-up camper is, in essence,
an extremely complicated tent and we
don’t really recommend everyone travel
in the kind of temperatures we did in
Siberia. However, the design and man-
ufacturing of pop-up campers has
come a long way in recent years and we
were excited to have the opportunity to
take Four Wheel’s new Grandby on a

road trip. Once we settled in, we were
impressed with many of the improve-
ments.

Like our older model, the new light-
weight Grandby top “pops” up, but now
there are twin gas struts in the front
that make opening much easier. Now it
also features a one-piece roof to
eliminate the chance of seam leaks,
and the fiberglass batting of yesteryear
has been replaced with modern and
efficient foam insulation panels.

Find the other side of the world in a Four Wheel Camper

Backroad 
Traveler 

http://www.trailerlife.com
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(Top to bottom) A new modern kitchen fea-
tures a stylish flush-mounted three-burner
propane stove and a large sink with a fold-
down faucet. There are several cupboards
and storage bins for food, bedding and
camping gear. The cabover mattress pulls
out to make a comfortable queen-size bed.

All sewing for the construction of
the pop-up sides is done in-house at
Four Wheel Camper to allow for a
higher level of quality control. The
corners in the plastic fold-down
windows are gusseted for extra
strength, and rib beads along the
sides have been added to eliminate
leaks. Every window has a screen, too.

The first thing we noticed inside the
Grandby was the modern kitchen with a
stylish and functional flush-mounted
three-burner propane stove and a large
sink with a fold-down faucet. A real
plus is the optional DSI ($155) LP-gas
water heater, which also feeds the
outside shower, a real luxury in a small
camper.

The larger optional ($1,395) Waeco
compressor AC/DC refrigerator was
super quiet. A compressor refrigerator
does not have to be level, and compared
to the more common absorption refrig-
erators it is more efficient. Dual
batteries ($180) and a pair of optional
solar panels ($995) kept everything
running when we were boondocking.

There is no gray- or black-water
tank, so you need to carry a collapsible
or portable container for this purpose.
Thetford makes several SmartTote
Portable Tanks ranging in capacity
from 12 to 35 gallons

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

Exterior Length (box) 8'
Exterior Width 80"
Floor Length 96"
Height Closed (w/roof vent) 59"
Interior Height (open) 66"
Freshwater Cap 20 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap N/A
LP-Gas Cap (optional) 5 gal.
Gross Weight (Dry) 850 lb.
Sleeping Cap 3-4 
Base MSRP $13,195
Four Wheel Campers, Inc. 
800-242-1442,
www.fourwheelcampers.com

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.fourwheelcampers.com
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Receive a FREE 1 oz. sample of 
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RV Marketplace For advertising information contact:
Sue Seidlitz 530-268-3005 or Email: sseidlitz@goodsamfamily.com 
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16600 W. Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI 53151

1-888-617-7333

Honda Generators
Super Sale

In Stock and
Ready to Ship

Honda Generator
Model #EU-2000i

$899
Free Shipping

Remote starter
available with this

generator $239
Honda Generator

Model #EU-3000is
$1,899

Free Shipping
Full line of Honda Generators in Stock
• Now Available: NEW #EU-6500is, $3,499

Pair of EU-2000’s and Parallel Cables $1,949

Model #EU-1000 $679

Visit Us ONLINE NOW at
www.speedwaysales.com/Honda
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CONTACT:
Sue Seidlitz 530-268-3005
sseidlitz@goodsamfamily.com 

TO ADVERTISE IN THE
RV Marketplace
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Act now! Offer Ends 2/28/13.
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(www.thetford.com). The optional
Thetford Porta Potti is small, and it can
also be dumped into a SmartTote when
you camp for several days.

Speaking of water, an electric
pump draws from the 22-gallon
freshwater tank, nearly twice the size
of previous models. On an extended
trip, water is always the first thing we
run out of.

Because we arrived late at the
campground, the twin Grote LED flood-
lights ($395) on the rear made setting
up camp easy in the dark. We do wish
they would come on automatically when
the tow vehicle is shifted into reverse.

Climbing inside, the top was up in
seconds and dinner was on the stove. A
Fan-Tastic Vent ($295) pulls cooking
odors out quickly and sucks in fresh air
if you leave a window cracked. We
turned on the forced-air furnace and
the camper was quickly warm. Our test
model had the optional Arctic Pack
($475), a good idea if you plan on doing
any serious winter season travel.

The dinette table is just big enough

for two and it stows away securely
when not in use. The cabover mattress
pulls out to make a comfortable queen-
size bed and the seat cushions of the
dinette flip around to make a step or
second bed for a child. The company
has a floorplan it claims could sleep
four, but that would be tight.

Our Grandby had the optional ($250)
LED exterior lights. A switch near the
master bed turns on these outside
lights so you can see, “What was that
noise, dear?” without getting up. If you
do need to get up in the middle of the
night, there is even a red interior LED
that allows you to see in the dark
without being temporarily night-blinded
or having to grope for a flashlight. As
such things happen frequently while
camping, it’s a very handy touch.

The next morning we relaxed
around the campfire and enjoyed the
crisp cool mountain air. It reminded us
why we love to find beautiful places off
the beaten track and why we had
chosen a Four Wheel Camper to get us
there. Its low center of gravity and the
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Visit SeaEagle.com for mmore ddetails
or CCall 1-800-748-8066

Our Sea Eagle 370 inflatable kayak provides instant adventure 
to go! This large 12’ 6” inflatable kayak packs to the size of a
small duffle bag, inflates in less than 7 minutes and can be
used almost anywhere there is water. Paddle wild rivers, remote
ponds, scenic lakes... even ocean surf! The SE 370 weighs just
32 lbs., holds up to 650 lbs. of people & gear. This great
inflatable kayak features 2 deluxe kayak seats with deluxe
valves, 2 skegs for better tracking, 3 deluxe air valves, drain
valve, rigid I-beam floor, spray skirts & carry handles. 

INSTANT ADVENTURE

Dept TL013B, 
19 N. Columbia St., Port Jefferson, NY 11777

WINTER SSALE - Our SE 370 Deluxe Kayak Package includes 
2  7’ 10” 4-part aluminum paddles, 2 kayak seats, foot pump,
nylon carry bag, instructions and repair kit.
NOW TTHIS PPACKAGE IIS OONLY $$329!
But that’s not all, we are also offering FREE SSHIPPING,
6 MMonth MMoney BBack TTrial GGuarantee && 
3 YYear WWarranty AAgainst MManufacturing DDefects!

Mon-Fri, 9-5 EST

Easy CCarry, EEasy SSet UUp, EEasy PPaddle!

Just 
$329 

Complete with
FREE 

SHIPPING!

Join us at Facebook.com/SeaEagleBoats

overall construction is light, so it
doesn’t alter the drivability and ma-
neuverability of the truck. The height
of the camper’s cabover section is just
10 inches when in the closed position,
giving it a very low profile, which
translated into lower wind drag, higher
fuel economy and superior handling in
all conditions. As we wheeled back
home on the twisting two-lane
highway over the coastal mountains,
planning our next adventure, we hardly
noticed the Grandby test camper was
still there. q

(Top to bottom) A Waeco Compressor
AC/DC refrigerator is super quiet. The 
optional Thetford Porta Potti is small 
but functional.

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.seaeagle.com
http://www.giraffeg4.com


Become a GS Events Fan Follow us @gsmediaevents

Find everything you need this season at one of GS Events’ RV shows.  Take advantage of huge savings and shop 2013
class A, B and C motorhomes, travel trailers, fifth-wheels, truck campers, pop-ups, park models and more at a variety of
price points to fit any budget and camping style.  Bring the entire family – these shows have entertainment for kids of all ages!

PRESENTS

Join us this spring at a show near you!
Jan. 4-6 Progressive Insurance New Mexico RV, Boat & Travel Show Albuquerque, NM

Jan. 9-12 Progressive Insurance Colorado RV Adventure Travel Show Denver, CO

Jan. 9-13 Progressive Insurance Chicago Boat, Sports & RV Show Chicago, IL

Jan 11-13 Progressive Insurance North Carolina RV & Camping Show Greensboro, NC

Jan. 11-13 Progressive Insurance Washington Camping RV Expo Chantilly, VA

Jan. 17-20 Progressive Insurance Mid-America RV Show Kansas City, MO

Jan. 18-20 Progressive Insurance New Jersey RV & Camping Show Edison, NJ

Feb. 7-10 Progressive Insurance Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation & Camping Show Minneapolis, MN

Feb. 8-10 Progressive Insurance Richmond Camping RV Expo Richmond, VA

Feb. 14-17 Progressive Insurance Kansas Sports, Boat & Travel Show Valley Center, KS

Feb. 15-17 Progressive Insurance North Carolina RV & Camping Show Charlotte, NC

Feb. 15-18 Progressive Insurance Atlantic City RV Show Atlantic City, NJ

Feb. 22-24 Progressive Insurance South Carolina RV & Camping Show Greenville, SC

Feb. 28 – Mar. 3 Progressive Insurance Colorado RV, Sports, Boat & Travel Show Denver, CO

Mar. 8-10 Progressive Insurance Virginia RV Show Hampton, VA

April 12-14 Progressive Insurance Rhode Island RV & Camping Show & Sale Providence, RI

TBD Progressive Insurance El Paso RV Show El Paso, TX

May 8-11 Progressive Insurance Great Milwaukee RV Fair West Allis, WI

Visit www.GSEvents.com for more information and online discount tickets.
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Residential Recreation

Heartland’s Cyclone 4100 King is all about family fun with motorized toys. The 43-foot-
long unit features a ramp that converts into a patio to further the outdoor lifestyle.

The term “residential style” is fast
becoming a cliché in the recre-
ational vehicle marketplace.

Contemporary RVs are — across virtu-
ally every model line — head-and-
shoulders above what was imaginable
even five years ago. That holds true for
everything from efficient use of space to
build quality, value for the money and
equipment. Far from being an unusual
commodity, residential style is now as
commonplace throughout today’s RV
industry as microwave ovens.

That said, there still are manufac-
turers that continue to push the bound-
aries of the residential envelope.
Elkhart, Ind.-based Heartland Recre-

ational Vehicles’ newest model within
its popular Cyclone toy hauler line, the
4100 King fifth-wheel, incorporates a
number of unique twists that quite lit-
erally run from one end of its 43 feet to
the other. It also underscores a go-big-
or-go-home attitude sure to be appre-
ciated by the sociable toy hauler crowd
— everything about this model is over-
sized.

“It’s meant to be ‘The King’ and we
labeled it as such for a reason,” said
A.J. Jones, general manager for
Heartland’s Cyclone, Road Warrior and
Torque divisions.

“There are a lot of features about
this particular model that you won’t find

story and photos by Bruce Hampson
WALK-THROUGH: HEARTLAND RECREATIONAL VEHICLES CYCLONE 4100 KING

The Cyclone 4100 King is much more than a toy hauler

in any other toy hauler,” Jones added.
“For starters, it has a true king-sized
bed in the front bedroom area, along
with a very unique closet configuration
along the forward wall that allows for
the inclusion of a washer-dryer setup,
wardrobe and sitting area.”

Heartland did stretch the length of
the upper cabin to accommodate the
full-size bed, but the impressive cabi-
net capacity was realized by using
unique radius bends to maximize living
area and improve aesthetics. The sur-
prisingly spacious bedroom also
boasts a large curbside six-drawer
dresser topped by a solid-surface
countertop and a nice sitting area inte-
grated into the forward wall. There’s
also an LCD TV mounted in the curb-
side wall, along with a window that,
with windows fore and aft in the bed-

http://www.trailerlife.com


SUPERIOR SWAY CONTROL lets you enjoy the journey
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WALK-THROUGH: HEARTLAND RECREATIONAL VEHICLES CYCLONE 4100 KING

High-end luxury fixtures and accommodations inside the Cyclone 4100 King are what make
it more than just another toy hauler. The “mega-lounger” will seat five to six people.

interested in the 5.1 Dolby digital sur-
round sound/Sony 1,000-watt-fueled
theater-sized screen, the garage is pre-
wired for an optional TV up to 32 inches.

The couch will easily accommodate
five to six adults comfortably at dinner,
relying on a new Heartland-designed

room slideout, provides ventilation.
But while a king-size bed would be

impressive in any towable RV, the full
scope of the 4100 King’s creature com-
forts doesn’t hit home until you walk into
the forward bath — home to, among
other niceties, a full-sized residential tub
enclosure. While other manufacturers
have tried adding full-size tubs, the 4100
King mounts it in an east-west configu-
ration, thus preserving pass-though
storage beneath the living quarters.

“The enclosure is one fiberglass
unit, with the tub sunken into the main
floor level,” Jones pointed out. “When
you’re in the bathroom, you actually
step down into the tub.” The recessed
tub also contributes to the sense of
space that permeates throughout the
Heartland fifth-wheel. “I’m 6 feet, 2
inches in height,” said Jones, “and when
I stand in the tub and put both arms
straight up I can’t touch the skydome.”

That “bigger is better” philosophy
prevails throughout the main cabin,
where floor-to-ceiling woodwork in the
forward wall is home to cabinets, an

electric fireplace and a massive 55-inch
LCD TV capable of being viewed from
just about anywhere within the three liv-
ing “zones” created on the main floor by
virtue of a new three-seasons wall that
can separate the ramp door/patio room
from the garage. For those out back not

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.equalizerhitch.com
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Heartland Recreational Vehicles; 877-262-8032, www.heartlandrvs.com

Exterior Length                                       43' 8"
Interior Floor Length                  (garage) 12'
Exterior Width                                            8' 5"
Exterior Height                                        13' 3" 
Interior Height                                    8' 4-5/8"
Freshwater Cap.                                  100 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap.            82 gal. each
LP-Gas Cap.                                             14 gal.
GVWR                                                   18,000 lb.
Dry Weight                                         14,800 lb.
MSRP Base Price                                $67,499
MSRP Price as Tested                        $89,884

(Clockwise) The front master bedroom offers a king-size bed, closet configuration includ-
ing space for a washer/dryer, a six-drawer dresser, a nice sitting area, and an LCD TV. Ex-
traordinary cabinet space and a vestibule-style sink are found in the bathroom. Its huge
pass-through basement provides considerable storage for gear and is well lit.
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“mega-lounger” seating arrangement
that incorporates three built-in recliners
behind twin pedestal tables. “A lot of
people have tried to incorporate tables,
recliners and couches, but they never
seem to hit that happy medium,” Jones
said. “With our mega-lounger setup,
you no longer have to fight that old bat-
tle: what’s more important — the couch,
recliners or dining area?” 

With a trailer of this size, extended
vacations tend to be the rule rather than
the exception, so the 4100 King was
equipped with storage space wherever
possible. That includes the galley,
where a wraparound island countertop
ties into extra glazed cherry cabinetry.
And, while the 12-cubic-foot double-
door refrigerator is optional, it looks
right at home. The 30-inch microwave
(convection is optional) is typically over-
sized, as well.

Maximizing all available space, the
4100 sports dual twin-sized overhead
bunks between the main cabin and
garage; one runs east-west, the other
north-south, each with its own privacy
curtains.

The garage itself is a full 12 feet
long, although Jones notes that “we’re
not even calling it a garage anymore —
it’s more of an all-in-one space that just
happens to accommodate motorized
toys. We’re seeing people using it as a
dining room or, with all the large win-
dows in the area and the sliding middle
screen in the three-seasons wall, you
can convert the garage area itself into a
screened-in patio.” The three-seasons

wall effectively seals off the end of the
garage from the ramp door — which 
itself can be transformed into a 64-
square-foot patio deck. The garage also
has its own access door, its own half-
bath and its own rear awning. In fact,
the King boasts three electric awnings
with nearly 40 linear feet of shade avail-
able at the push of a button.

Available in base trim with white ex-
terior walls, the 4100 also comes with
copper, red or blue graphics to match a
tow vehicle or full-body paint. The HD

series (pictured) includes a vestibule
sink in the full bath and gray exterior
walls with a painted front cap.

“The gray is actually infused into the
sidewall,” Jones pointed out. “It’s simi-
lar to a gelcoat, but the color is actually
all the way through the sidewall mate-
rial — it’s stained fiberglass. If you
scratch it, you’ll see the scratch — but
with the underlying material also gray it
won’t stand out nearly as much. Consid-
ering the environment where you’ll take
a toy hauler, that’s a big deal.” q

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.heartlandrvs.com


Unhitched THE MOTORIZED SIDE OF THINGS

Luxury on Wheels
The Coach House Platinum 261XL DT is comfortably upscale

front-mounted 32-inch
overhead HDTV lead back
toward the galley with a dual-
burner stove, sink,
microwave/convection oven,
fridge and freezer opposite
the dinette.

The central hallway
divides two twin beds, each
equipped with overhead and
shirt cabinets for storing the
essentials. The lavatory is in
the rear, with two storage
closets, a standup shower
and an emergency exit in the
rear of the coach.

With its unique and
robust one-piece fiberglass

body shell, the likelihood of
squeaks, leaks and rattles is
drastically reduced from
conventional, multi-piece
superstructures — and it’s
quite durable over the long
haul.

Several differing exterior
paint schemes are available,
including the deluxe option
(as pictured), as well as a
variety of upholsteries and
surfaces, including Optima
leather, optional mahogany-
tone cabinetry and Corian
countertops lending a
luxuriant, residential-grade
feel to the interior.

Chassis ....................Ford E-450
Engine ........................6.8L V-10
Length ............................26' 10"
Width ......................................8'
Height with A/C................10' 5"

Interior Height ..................6' 3"
Freshwater Cap ............32 gal.
Gray-Water Cap ............30 gal.
Black-Water Cap............25 gal.
Base MSRP ................$154,000

The Travel Channel is set to launch a new
series starring rock musician, Bret Michaels,
entitled “Rock My RV.” The eight-episode
series will chronicle Michaels and his hand-
picked team of RV designers and fabricators as
they take ordinary RVs and reconstruct them
into luxury homes on wheels. On average,
Michaels logs nine months a year in an RV he
designed from top to bottom. Michaels under-
stands how important RVs are to their owners
having spent his childhood camping in his
family’s Winnebago. The show depicts how en-
thusiasts can upgrade and enhance their RVs; 
www.travelchannel.com.

A ONE-PIECE
BODY HELPS TO
REDUCE LEAKS,
SQUEAKS AND
RATTLES, AND
PROMOTES
DURABILITY.  

Coach House RV; 800-235-0984, www.coachhouserv.com

A builder of luxury
motorhomes, Coach House
offers four Platinum series
models, including the Ford E-
450-based 261XL DT (dinette
twin), which refers to the cozy
dinette that converts to a 34-
by-75-inch bed within a
streetside slideout.

A six-way powered
driver’s seat, swiveling

passenger seat and
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propane. Dual auxiliary batteries and a 1,250-
watt inverter power the fridge and microwave
while other appliances are run by the
generator or via hookups. Propane is an
option.

Inside, the Ranger RT offers a practical
layout. Dual captain’s chairs swivel, with a
table, and serve as the primary seating. A
streetside galley includes the basics: two-
burner stove, single-basin sink, fridge and
microwave. Space is tight, but there is open
counter space for meal preparation. A tidy
curbside bath includes a commode and sink.

For more information contact: Roadtrek; 888-762-3873, www.roadtrek.com

Agile Efficiency
Roadtrek Ranger RT

Nimble, Class B Motorhomes, like Roadtrek’s
Ranger RT, offer a unique way to get around.
It affords the flexibility to drive tight roads,
while returning acceptable mileage. The
tradeoff? After becoming accustomed to the
interior volume of a trailer, learning to live
with minimal space may not be for everyone.

By minimizing weight and using a 4.8-liter
GM V-8, Roadtrek was able to place its
newest van on a lighter Chevrolet Express
2,500 chassis.

In the same spirit of efficiency,
appliances are no longer powered by

Chassis
Chevrolet Express 2500

Engine
4.8-liter V-8

Length
20' 5"
Width

7'
Base MSRP

$72,800

FIRST
IMPRESSION

Girard Gen 2 Tankless Water Heater
The second-generation GSWH-1M offers a wider range of Btu, running
from 18,000 to 36,000, and a fully adjustable dial temperature control. It
is claimed to provide hot water in any environment, rapidly raising
incoming water temperatures from 20- to 70-plus degrees. The Gen 2 is
also said to consume half the LP-gas that a 6-gallon tank water heater
uses to heat the same amount of water. It is lighter than typical tank
water heaters, and there is no need for bypass plumbing or anode rods.
The new GSWH-1M Tankless Water Heater is available on many new RVs
as either standard equipment or as an option, and the tankless water
heater is also sold in the RV aftermarket from authorized Girard distrib-
utors and dealers.  MSRP: $679. Girard Products LLC.; 866-559-1221,
www.greenrvproducts.com.

Coleman Mach 8 Roof-Top Air Conditioner
The all-new Coleman Mach 8 low-profile air conditioner, at 8 inches tall,
is said to have the lowest profile of any other RV air conditioner, yet still
deliver the highest airflow of any low-profile air conditioner on the
market. The Mach 8 also has an ultra-quiet low speed for nearly silent
nighttime cooling. The Coleman Mach 8 comes in 8,000-, 13,500- or
15,000-Btu models in either standard air conditioner or heat pump con-
figurations. It even has an optional condensate removal system that
helps prevent those ugly water streaks from forming on the side of your
coach. The Mach 8 is said to have the highest Btu rated heat strip of any
RV air conditioner on the market. The Coleman Mach 8 is available in
black and white models, and is made in the USA. MSRPs start at about
$800. RV Products; 316-832-3468, www.airxcel.com.P
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by Tom Kaiser
PRODUCTS
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

Chevrolet Duramax
Diesel Exhaust
Magnaflow’s Pro Series Diesel Performance Exhaust
(#17908) kit is designed to boost horsepower and torque — as
well as an improved, tougher sounding exhaust note — for the
GM Duramax 6.6-liter diesel engine. The 4-inch single exhaust
pipe, which is mandrel-bent and welded, exits on the passenger
side of the vehicle and has a particulate filter and intercooled tip.
Performance gains are based on the company’s dynamometer
testing. 

MSRP: $563.75 
800-824-8664, www.magnaflow.com 
Circle 204 on Reader Service Card.

Diesel Swap Kit
For Ford owners looking to replace
the 6.4-liter diesel Power Stroke V-8,
Diesel Conversion Specialists now has
a kit that will replace the factory
engine with the 5.9- or 6.7-liter
Cummins diesel. The DCS kit offers
provisions for air conditioning, factory
instrument cluster, cruise control,
bolt-in engine mounting, radiator
hoses and wiring. The kit also
includes detailed instructions and
technical support to guide do-it-your-
selfers through the project from start
to finish. Many other truck-engine
combos are available.

MSRP: starting at $4,149
406-755-8878, 
www.dieselconversion.com
Circle 202 on Reader Service Card.

LED Utility Light
The LM Pro, built by Lightmodule Inc.,
is said to be the first portable
safety/emergency light system that
utilizes LED technology. According to
the company, the 850-lumen rating
provides warning lighting that is
brighter than chemical flares, which
is crucial during nighttime
breakdowns. The versatile LM Pro has
a rating of 720 lumens when used as
a 180-degree pattern area light
claimed to stay illuminated for up to
six hours. The handheld light, useful
in a range of travel and RV situations
is rechargeable, built to take a beating
and manufactured in the USA.

MSRP: $215-$325
888-900-7853, www.lightmodule.com
Circle 203 on Reader Service Card.

RV-Friendly
Carpet Cleaner
Cleaning carpets and removing
deep-seated stains — especially in
rigs with pets — can be accom-
plished with Bissell’s SpotBot Pet
Deep Cleaner. According to the
company, Microban technology also
prevents the growth of odor-causing
bacteria and mildew. Preset cycles
allow for hands-free cleaning of
tough stains in one quick step.
Spiral brushing action is designed to
lift dirt and stains, keeping the
inside of your RV or tow vehicle
clean and fresh smelling throughout
the year.  

MSRP: $149.99
800-237-7691, www.bissell.com
Circle 201 on Reader Service Card.

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.bissell.com
http://www.dieselconversion.com
http://www.lightmodule.com
http://www.magnaflow.com
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PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Tom Morr

Poly Bushings for Better Handling
When the tail starts wagging the dog more noticeably than normal, RV owners
often point to their tow rigs’ hard parts: shocks, ball joints and such. But like
cartilage in the human body, a tow vehicle’s suspension and steering system
bushings absorb movement and friction between hard parts. Those old, worn-out
bushings are the automotive equivalent of osteoarthritis. (Relevant factoid:
polyurethane was invented in the 1930s as a synthetic alternative to rubber by Otis
Bayer, better known for his aspirin.)

Luckily, anti-inflammatories for tow
vehicles are available without a pre-
scription. Polyurethane bushings can
function like a synthetic hip replace-
ment, providing a compliant, long-
lasting buffer between hard parts.
Unlike rubber, most automotive
polyurethane formulations are UV-
stable and chemical-resistant, so road
grime, particularly salt, doesn’t cause
them to decay.

Software Engineers
Making poly bushings isn’t as easy as
popping a mold from an OE part, then
pouring in liquefied polymer. Some
overseas and low-end domestic manu-
facturers have attempted this.
Consumers generally get what they pay
for. Lower-cost bushings can have
varying amounts of hardness, or
durometer, within a given production
run. Durometer is the hardness meas-
urement for non-metallic materials.

Reputable bushing manufacturers
have quality-control standards that only
allow a small durometer variation for a
given part number. Further, bushings
need different durometers for different
jobs. High-flex applications such as
swaybars and endlinks might call for a
45-60 durometer; leaf spring and

certain control-arm bushings need a
firmer formulation, such as a 90
durometer. The art and science involves
optimizing the bushing for its applica-
tion. For example, Energy Suspension,
which has made poly bushings for more
than 25 years, has different recipes for
its “stiff” 90-durometer polyurethane
chemical depending on whether the
bushing’s primary load is torsional or
tensile. Aftermarket poly manufactur-
ers might also infuse some parts with
advanced composites such as graphite
and carbon-fiber to improved strength,
quietness and other properties.

OE specs can fall within a wide range
to compensate for manufacturing
variations. Quality aftermarket poly
bushings tend to be more precise. One
example is leaf spring bushings that fit
tightly in the frame horns — no fender-
washer shims necessary. Engineering
can involve creating a mold that's slightly
larger than the desired finished product
to account for shrinkage during curing.
Other details include precise lengths for
steel sleeves (which bear loads) instead
of settling for “close enough” with one
part number for several applications.

Trade-Offs
If polyurethane is so superior, why isn’t
it installed on the assembly line? The
simple answer: Poly isn’t as supple as
rubber. The automakers prioritize NVH
(noise, vibration, harshness). Rubber
absorbs these better than poly. And
rubber only needs to last past the
vehicle’s warranty coverage.

For tow vehicles, poly has two
prominent benefits. First, it normally
deflects less than the rubber it
replaces. This translates to better
handling, particularly when towing: less

body roll around corners, minimized
nose-diving under firm braking.
Durability is the other big benefit.
Rubber's tolerances increase as it
degrades. Prominent polyurethane
manufacturers typically warranty their
products for anywhere from two years
to however long the original purchaser
owns the vehicle (with some caveats).
The reality is that these components
sometimes outlast their vehicles.

Concerning installation, suspension
bushings can be a chore to remove,
particularly those with rubber-impreg-
nated steel. Energy Suspension uses a
5-ton arbor press in its R&D facility.
However, patient do-it-yourselfers can
usually accomplish the job at home
with a vise, impact sockets (functioning
as punches) and large Channellock
pliers. Liberal doses of silicone spray
lube helps. Less-patient weekend
warriors can use a butane or oxy-
acetylene torch to melt the rubber prior
to hammering out the rest of the
bushing with an 
appropriately sized impact socket.
Some OE bushings have steel lips that
must be chiseled inward before the unit
can be punched/pressed out.

Hot-ticket tips from Energy
Suspension to help reduce squeaks:
Prep any component that has an eye by
sanding the bushing contact area
smooth with 400-grit emery cloth. Pits in
the metal casting can be filled with JB
Weld or equivalent and smoothed out
with emery paper when cured. During in-
stallation, Energy Suspension says that
it’s impossible to use too much assembly
grease. Bushing kits normally include a
tub of lube, which is often marine-
market waterproof wheel bearing
grease. After installation, excess grease
wipes off with a WD-40-coated rag.

Steering stabilizers, aftermarket
shocks/struts and high-performance
balljoints are a few other options for
improving tow-rig handling. For the
best bang-for-buck handling improve-
ment over the long haul, though,
consider re-bushing with a
polyurethane kit from a name-brand
manufacturer. For more information,
visit www.energysuspension.com. q

Energy Suspension kits are offered
for a wide variety of applications.

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.energysuspension.com


HANDS ON BATTERY MAT article and photos by Bob Livingston

Recently, a friend was working on his
batteries neatly mounted in an exte-

rior compartment. He was proud of his
system: multiple 8Ds positioned system-
atically and filling up the compartment
with a precision fit. Over the years, cor-
rosion from the batteries made the com-
partment floor resemble the landscape
after a new snowfall. Copious amounts
of corrosion were eating away at any-
thing metal. It wasn’t a pretty sight.

The solution to the corrosion prob-
lem (after checking the charging sys-
tem) is a product that’s been around for
years, but is not well known in the RV
community. The Battery Mat absorbs
and neutralizes battery acid and is sim-
ply placed under the battery before it is
mounted in the compartment. It’s a
product that has been used extensively
in the military and government and
makes perfect sense for all motorhome
owners who use open cell batteries.

At first glance, The Battery Mat
looks like a plain old piece of nonde-
script material, but it’s actually made of
super-absorbent polypropylene needle
punch felt. One side is heated for
strength and the fabric is slowly pres-
sure treated at high temperatures using
a natural acid-neutralizing formula. The
material is then cured in ovens. Once
that’s done, the fabric is dipped in a
latex sealant, heated again in the ovens
and screen-printed.

My experience with The Battery Mat
started many years ago when the com-
pany sent me a sample. It was a pack-
age containing an 8-by-12-inch,
3/16-inch-thick yellow mat, with a
bunch of battery images printed on the
surface. After a little hesitation, I 
installed the mat under a battery in a

compartment that was plagued by cor-
rosion. The mat proved to be effective
over a long period of time. Eventually, I
used larger sections of heavier duty
material (sold in custom and bulk sizes)
in a number of battery projects. The
material is available in standard and
heavy-duty configurations cut to 8-by-12
inches or 8-by-20 inches, or in sheets
and rolls. Prices vary, depending on size
and thickness, but the basic yellow mat
can be found on the Internet for $3.95.

Most onlookers are skeptical at first.
It’s hard to imagine how the mat traps
and neutralizes battery acid that leaks
from the terminals or cell caps. A key
element is the latex sealant that repels
water and retains the acid neutralizers
in a potent state. Battery acid seeps into
the highly porous fabric (latex is not
impervious to the acid) where it is ab-
sorbed and neutralized. 

The Battery Mat is made in the
United States from components origi-
nating in the United States. The com-
pany claims to manufacture the
world’s only acid-neutralizing mat and
has a long history in dealing with 
battery acid solutions.

The Battery Mat is an easy and inex-
pensive way to keep the battery com-
partment looking clean and free from
corrosive damage. It is claimed to last
up to three years, in service. The com-
pany will provide technical assistance
when ordering the product. q

Battery Mat; 800-392-1888, 
www.batterymat.com 

ACID TRAP »

The heavier duty Battery Mat material is sold in bulk sizes in sheets and rolls and can be cut
to fit any size compartment for custom projects using a utility knife and straight edge.

Acid Absorber
The Battery Mat neutralizes corrosive acid leaking from open
cell batteries, keeping the compartment clean and damage free

The basic yellow Battery Mat can be purchased on the Internet for less than $4.

DIFFICULTY 1 2 3 4 5

TIME TO COMPLETE 1 HOUR

TOOLS NEEDED UTILITY KNIFE, STRAIGHT
EDGE, TOOLS TO REMOVE BATTERY

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.batterymat.com
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TRUCK AND TRAILER
MATCHUP

QWe have been RVing for 40 years
and love every moment. We’re 

retired now and get too much conflicting
info on trailers and tow vehicles, and are
getting scared to travel because of all
the negative feedback on camping ad-
vice. Please help resolve our planned

setup for fifth-wheeling. We have a 34-
foot Cedar Creek fifth-wheel, hitch pin
weight 1,760 pounds, UVW 11,310, GVW
13,760, we usually load light, and are
planning to weigh later, and we travel
with 10 gallons of water at maximum.

Our tow vehicle is a 2007 Dodge
Ram 2500 HD 5.9 Cummins turbo

THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certified Master Technician, service manager
and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

FIFTH-WHEEL – GOOSENECK OPTIONS
Q After reading the article about fifth-wheel hitches (“Go 5th and Go Forth”)

in Sept. 2012 Trailer Life I would like your opinion about gooseneck
adapters for an RV-to-gooseneck hitch ball. I have been pulling a gooseneck-
hitch trailer with our long-bed 2004 Chevy 2500 HD, which has a gooseneck
hitch ball in the bed of the truck. We want to buy a used fifth-wheel trailer and
will need an adapter that will allow the fifth-wheel to be pulled with our goose-
neck hitch in the truck. What are your thoughts on these adapters? Are they
safe? Do you prefer a certain brand?
Nancy and Hank, via email

A There are several fifth-wheel-to-goose-
neck adapters on the market, and

they’re very popular for the exact
reason you’ve mentioned. RVers
with trailers equipped with
fifth-wheel hitches some-
times want to haul a
trailer with a truck fit-
ted with the goose-
neck-type ball, which
is more commonly
used for commercial
or agricultural appli-
cations. As long as you
buy an adapter with
the proper load rating to handle the weight of your trailer, and the adapter
comes from a reputable source, they’re safe. We don’t have a specific brand
preference.

As an alternative, Reese just released a new adapter hitch, called the Goose
Box, that replaces the entire hitch box on your trailer with a hitch box that 
already has the gooseneck ball coupler on its bottom end. The Goose Box also
incorporates shock absorption so it’s easier on the trailer than a solid hitch. We
haven’t had any first-hand experience with this new hitch, but Reese is a quality
brand and it looks like a terrific option for what you want to do. — Jeff Johnston

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.rvbg.com
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diesel, 4x4 Sport, four-speed auto
(48RE) with the tranny cooler, 11.5-inch
rear axle with anti-slip, upgraded with
Timbrens on the rear, a K&N cold air
intake, and Superchip Flashpaq tuned
to trailer towing. It has 42,000 miles on
it, offers a GVWR of 9,000 pounds, fea-
tures the trailer tow group, sports LT
265/70R17E tires, and carries a Hi-
jacker 18,000-pound capacity auto
travel fifth-wheel hitch.

We would like to upgrade in steps
for economy and pulling power, at a 
retiree’s income. First, a better exhaust,
larger tranny oil pan and larger rear-
end pan. Any other suggestions you
have to help to tow safely and economi-
cally? Synthetic oils all around? What
about a transmission upgrade? This is
our retirement package, do you have
any suggestions or should I be con-
cerned about any of it? 
Terry & Linda Wilding, via email

A Your equipment package sounds
pretty good all around. If you’ve

enjoyed RVing for 40 years, why listen
to those who seem bound to scare you
off with their horror stories? When you
start inquiring about the facts of those
stories you often hear about over-
loaded tow vehicles, inadequate main-
tenance, improper equipment
selections, excess performance up-
grades and the like. Yours seems like a
pretty sensible package that should
work well.

Do you truly feel your truck delivers
inadequate towing performance or is
improved performance, in general, just
something you think you should have?
In one sense, the less you mess around
with your existing equipment package,
the less potential problems you may
have down the road. As for fuel econ-
omy, you can only do so much with a
towing setup, and the chipset you have
may be your optimum situation for now.

As for any other upgrades, the Su-
perchip you have sounds fine. A per-
formance exhaust system could be a
good match for your setup. The syn-
thetic lubricants are costly but well
recommended, although not required
for successful towing as long as you
observe the factory maintenance inter-
vals for petroleum lubricants. A trans-
mission upgrade is probably optional at
most. As long as your existing trans-

mission works, I would not worry about
it. The larger fluid pans are OK and can
help with fluid cooling, and perhaps 
incrementally longer lubricant life due
to the larger volume, but I would place
them in the optional category, as they
are not necessary. Enjoy your towing
setup! — J.J.

SMALL PICKUP TOWING

Q Are compact pickups, for example
2000 and newer Dodge Dakotas, a

good choice for towing travel trailers
weighing less than 4,000 pounds?
Should an equalizing hitch be
installed? 
Hugh Swan, New Braunfels, Texas

A Small pickups make great tow 
vehicles, Hugh. They’re made to

haul loads and a suitably sized trailer
is a fine payload. The main point is to
pay attention to the manufacturer’s
tow rating. If you do that, and don’t
overload the truck or push it past what
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it’s designed to do, it should work well
for you.

Even for a compact truck and
trailer combination an equalizing
(weight-distributing) hitch is a good
idea. Several companies make
smaller, lower-rated weight-distrib-
uting hitches designed specifically for
lighter-weight towing setups. Prop-
erly selected and adjusted, it can only
make your towing safer and more
fun. — J.J.

DELAMINATION

Q We have a 2005 Jayco Eagle
281RLS fifth-wheel trailer and have

noticed an area at the front, left-hand
corner sidewall, just behind the front
cap, that appears to be delaminating.
My question is whether or not this is 
repairable. The area is 3 feet by 2 feet in
size and it is noticeable when looking
down the line of the trailer. My second
question is whether or not this is worth
repairing or if we just leave it. Your

thoughts would be welcome.
Brent Kirkpatrick
Shaunavon, Saskatchewan

A Delamination is something you
should definitely not ignore, Brent,

because a little bit now can become a
lot later. Yes, it is repairable, but it’s
going to be spendy and it has to be
done by a qualified service center. It’s
probably one of the most complicated
types of damage to repair because of
the amount of disassembly that can be
required and the specialized tech-
niques employed to repair the damage.
In some cases this type of repair can
only be done at the factory. As for
whether it’s worth the cost of repair,
only you can answer that based on the
cost estimate presented by your repair
facility, how long you plan to keep the
trailer, and so on. — J.J.

SLIDEOUT: IN OR OUT?

Q We leave our fifth-wheel trailer at
the campground for extended peri-

ods of time because we have a yearly
camping spot. My question is, should I
leave my slideout room extended, or re-
tract it each time before we head
home? There are times the camper sits
empty for two weeks at a time. Some of
our camping buddies leave their slide

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.vzw.com
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out and some bring them in. Value or
brand of the camper does not matter. I
am just looking for the correct answer.
Rick Schmidt, Cape Girardeau, Mo.

A Slideout rooms have various seals
and such that are designed to keep

the weather (rain, snow, dust, etc.) out.
When they are extended, more of these
sealing areas are exposed. If any of the
seals deteriorate or are otherwise
damaged or compromised, water and
dirt and perhaps insects, rodents and
vermin are more likely to enter the
trailer. Slideouts are designed to be 
extended for long periods of time, but if
it is sagging or twisted, or the mecha-
nism is defective, be sure to have the
unit examined by a dealer for damage
or wear and tear. — Ken Freund

SATELLITE RECEIVER 
FITMENT 

Q We are looking at downsizing from
our fifth-wheel to a travel trailer.

One concern we have with all manufac-
turers is where, inside, do they expect
us to put the satellite receiver? Be-
cause of the size of the receiver we
haven't seen one trailer that has room
for the receiver. Most have satellite
prep installed, or optionally available,
so they have thought about that part.
William Hancy, Athens, Texas

A This is a new one for us, William.
It’s likely that you’ll need to look

around more at some different manu-
facturers’ trailers to find one with the
shelf or cabinet space you need. In our
experience, when the manufacturer in-
cludes a satellite-receiver wiring prep
as a standard or option, there’s usually
a place for the receiver near the desig-
nated TV spot. If you’re looking at a
smaller-sized trailer, in which space is
at a premium, then the manufacturer
may be expecting you to just position
the receiver wherever you can find
room for it. A countertop adjacent to the
TV might be an option, for example,
even though stringing the connecting
cables between the components may
not be a very elegant solution. This type
of problem calls for some flexibility and
creativity, but then, most RVers are
known for such traits. — J.J.
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WATER HEATER FAILURE

QWe have a 2009 Fleetwood Formula
toy hauler with a 10-gallon Atwood

gas-only water heater. Last year during
a trip we noticed water coming out on
the floor from the water heater area
and found the water heater dripping
from the bottom, not the fittings. This
messed up our trip due to keeping the
water heater isolated until we really
needed hot water and then we used
rags and pans to catch the leaking

water. After a little haggling Atwood did
replace the heater. They inspected it
and determined it was not a freeze
crack but a rupture.

About the seventh week of using
the new water heater this year I found
water on the floor by the door of the
cabinet where it is located. I removed
the access panel and saw water drip-
ping from the bottom of the heater. We
are dry camping and using the water
out of the trailer’s freshwater tank. I

had just finished my shower when I
noticed the dripping. I kept an eye on
the drip until the water heater got to
temperature and shut off. After about
five minutes the dripping stopped. The
air temperature outside went down to
40 degrees last night so my potable
water most likely got close to that. Do
you think the water heater, even
though it has a foam insulation wrap,
was sweating due to the cold water
going into the hot tank? The first water
heater never quit leaking when water
pressure was on it.
J. Pauley, via email

A This is an odd one. Many water
heater leaks happen at the natu-

ral locations for leaks, which are the
fittings and their attachment points.

The tank leak with your old heater,
caused by a rupture, is rare; most
such failures are due to freeze dam-
age. That’s why your Atwood tech
checked that as a possibility.

You didn’t say where you live or
how you store your trailer when not in
use (Readers: It’s important to give us
as much information as you can when
sending letters to RV Clinic. The more
data we have, the better we can help
suggest a solution to your problem.)
so we can not address climate con-
cerns as part of the cause.

Cold water entering a hot tank is

“(Most water
heater) failures

are due to
freeze dam-
age...Atwood
recommends
the tempera-

ture control be
set at a mid-

point...”

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.bullydog.com
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the same thing that happens with
every other water heater and it
doesn’t cause trouble with other
users so I would rule that out as a
cause. If you were on city water and
didn’t use a regulator in the feed line,
excess pressure could also have been
a partial cause, but that would likely
burst water lines well before the steel
tank would rupture. Your leaks oc-
curred when dry camping, so that
rules out the city water pressure 
concern.

That you’ve experienced the same
kind of trouble with two consecutive
tanks is doubly unusual. The chance
that you received two water heaters
with the same unusual defect seems
highly unlikely so we need to look at
other factors with your situation. Our
best guess on this is excess water
temperature that would cause too
much pressure inside the tank. At-
wood recommends the temperature
control be set at a midpoint between
the lowest and highest settings. If you
adjusted the control (continued on pg. 80)
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ACCESSORIES
LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint––
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant — good to 300° F. 5-yr warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

AIR RIDE HITCH, 5TH OR GOOSE NECK BALL
22000# rating for SEMI or PU,  bolts to 
plate or PU bed rails to mount, $1495. 
mountainmaster.net  623-451-7121.   

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE
CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991

To buy 800-272-0401.

To sell 800-952-0401.

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS––Travel and

stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income

selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65%

commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training.

1880 TOWN ATTRACTION needs couples May-Sept
2013. Cashiers, maint, diner, maids, misc.
Wages & RV prk. Snd Resume: 1880 Town, Box
507, Murdo, SD 57559. murdobp@goldenwest.net
Ph: 605-530-4032    Fax: 605-669-3263 

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORT IN S. TEXAS TROPICS
Retama Village/Bentsen Palm Village  
Spend a day, stay forever. Unbelievable 
amenities. RV Supersites $40s. RV Port 
Home $170s. 956-380-6500 bentsenpalm.com

LEGAL SERVICES
MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated.
• Go with 36+ years experienced law firm.
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT
GREAT SW FLORIDA DEEDED 55+  LOT. Very
unique park on 20 acre lake. Htd pool, hot
tub. Too many amenities/activities to list. 
Pos own fin. DVD avail. For sale or lease.
$48.9K. Call Mike 239-992-9378.

MAIL FORWARDING
SD’s Oldest & Largest Mail Forwarding Company
ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES 800-477-2664
Call us about SD residency benefits
See us at www.alternativeresources.net

AMERICAS MAILBOX FORWARDING IN SD  
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

ALL MOLDED FIBERGLASS TRAVEL TRAILERS
Lightweight, Aerodynamic, Self-contained,
Remarkably Spacious Floorplans, Exceptional
Storage.  Call for a FREE Brochure.
CASITA TRAVEL TRAILERS • 1-800-442-9986

SELL YOUR RV FAST! ONLINE AT RVT.COM

Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.

50,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings

www.RVT.com or 1.888.479.1099

RV REGISTRY
www.rvregistry.com
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners
No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers    800-546-8457

RV SHOWS
HOUSTON RV SHOW

Feb. 6-10, 2013 -- Reliant Center

361.790.5300 

houstonrvshow.com

SERVICES
Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!

We guarantee BEST service and price 

Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding

Call  888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 
Financing & Insurance – For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save

over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for

professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com

Mountain States Consulting     800-565-4504

WHY IMPOSE ON FRIENDS?

Ask about our low cost personalized services:

15 years experienced • Mail and Vehicle Tags

1-888-494-4499 www.  myhomeaddressinc.com

TOURS

RV Tours & Rallies across North America

Alaska • Canada • USA • Mexico + Overseas

Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or 

call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897

WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES 

Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA

Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC

Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede 

800-952-8496  www.fantasyrvtours.com

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.advancedrubbercoatings.com
http://www.mountainmaster.net
http://www.bentsenpalm.com
http://www.montanallcattorney.com
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http://www.houstonrvshow.com
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http://www.actionservices-mt.com
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http://www.fantasyrvtours.com
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TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER HAULER, 330
Cummins auto, 15 mpg solo, seats 6, all air
ride, huge stor. New Horizons RV 38' 3 S/O, 
RR L/R, rustic cherry, King, 3 axle disc brks,
loaded. Sell sep. 623-451-7121.

2000 EXT CAB FL60, 250 CAT 69K MI, 6SPD
stk, new bats. 1999 38T Automate Fifth
Wheel, 3 S/O. Both w/all air drive, fresh tires
& 1 owner.  $48K or sell separate. 
Call   214-906-7982

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2000 FL-70 TOY HAULER 275 CAT, AUTO.

New custom seats and carpet, all air ride,

huge storage & tool boxes, load Rhino-mc-

Smart car-quad, 5th hitch. $34K. 623-451-7121.

2005 M2 STRETCH CAB RV TRUCK 

seats 6, sleeps 2, MB eng & trans, 17 mpg

solo, 12-14 pulling. Leather seats, wood

decor. 61K miles. $59,900. 623-451-7121

2006 GMC C7500 RV HAULER, 275 HP

860 torque. Air ride: seats, cab, F&R axles,

hitch. Huge storage tool boxes. leather, snd

proof, 41K  miles. $49,900.  623-451-7121 

2005 M2 WHEEL CHAIR / RV TRUCK 

handicap lift pass-side, no lifting, 17 mpg,

bobtail, 12-14 pulling, MB engine/auto, 

rr seat/bed. 51K mi. $59K.  623-451-7121

7.3 DIESEL 2003 F250, 139K MI, 4 DR, LNG 

bed, tow pkg 20K lbs plus, AT, overdrive, 

18-22 mpg, full pwr, cruise. Clean, no wear.

$15.5K. 512-267-5882  C 512-468-2843

TRAVEL TRAILERS/5TH WHEELS

NEW 2013 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3:  LOADED
Only $93,013 Ask For Our Magazine Reader's Discount
New units-Loaded. Cust order avail at no chg.  
Guar Best Price! More info at 877-317-2688. 
View Full Line of New/Used Units.  www.rvs4less.net

Private Parties: $30 per line, four-line
minimum. Add $65 for color photo. All
red text add $25.
Commercial: $72 per line, four-line
minimum, 40 characters per line. For
photo ads (limited to RVs and real es-
tate), add $95 B/W or $115 color. For
logo add $95 B/W, $115 color. No cat-
egory limitations for logos. All red text
add $50.
Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.
Email: kathy.schurman@goodsamfam-
ily.com 
Phone: (763) 383-4437
Fax: (763) 383-4499
Mail: Trailer Life

Attn: Classified Dept. 
3300 Fernbrook Ln N, Ste 200
Minneapolis, MN 55447

NEW 2013 HEARTLAND LANDMARK GRAND CANYON
Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $72,900! Guar BestPrice!
877-317-2688. New units-Loaded. Cust order
avail no chg. View New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net

EGGCAMPER LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC
EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer
EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR
www.eggcamper.com  616-437-9255

NATION’S LOW PRICES 5th WHEEL EXPERTS
Huge inventory of new/used high end 5ths
DRV Mobile Suites, Lifestyle, Trilogy, HitchHiker
View units/prices at www.kansasrvcenter.com
800 835 0676 or email sales@nuwa.com for info.

http://www.trailerlife.com
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(continued from pg. 77)

up from there, the hotter water could
be the culprit. Check the adjustment,
per your owners’ manual, lower the
temperature and see if the leaking
stops. You said, “After about five min-
utes the dripping stopped” and that
could be when the temperature low-
ered a bit and/or some pressure bled
off through the rest of the plumbing
system. A once-over by your service
tech may be the next step you follow
beyond the temperature check. — J.J.

INTERMITTENT TRAILER
BRAKES TIP

Q In the Oct. 2012 issue, Dave Arra-
smith of Warsaw, Mo., talked

about having intermittent trailer
brakes. I had a similar problem with
my 2002 Montana fifth-wheel. After

lengthy troubleshooting I found the
problem to be in the brake wiring that
goes through the axles from one side
to the other. After traveling in excess
of 50,000 miles the insulation on the
wire inside the axles had been shaved
bare in several spots. Depending on
how the wire ended up, I either had
brakes or did not. The fix was to run
new wires on the outside of the axle
housing and secure it with plastic
wire ties. End of problem. I hope this
will help Dave fix his trouble.
Falk Breitmann, Augusta, Ga.

A Thanks for writing. Surprisingly,
many trailers have brake wires

running through the axle tubes with
no provision to prevent chafing
through the insulation. This often
leads to intermittent short circuits to
ground. — K.F.

HAVE A QUESTION » Email our experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com or write to:
RV Clinic, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N. #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447.  No phone calls, please.

RV CLINIC
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10-MINUTE TECH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

QUICK
FIX

Hands-Free Freshwater
Fill Adapter

Purchase a new fill cap and water hose adapter (female
hose to 1/2–inch male pipe treads). Next, drill a hole in the
center of the fill cap and install the hose adapter. Then
drill a series of small holes around the newly built hose
adapter – holes are needed to allow air to escape while
filling. To make the hose connection easier, I use quick-
hose connectors. To fill, remove the RV freshwater fill cap,
install the adapter, connect the water hose and turn on
the water supply. The tank is full when water comes out of
the small holes in the adapter. Close the water supply
valve, remove the adapter and store, and install the
freshwater fill cap. (Note: The adapter is not left installed
to prevent debris and insects from entering through the
holes in the adapter.)
Jim Hinton, North Augusta, S.C.

Trailer Door
I was tired of sliding the panel to the side to open the screen door so I improvised. Take a 1- or
2-inch block of scrap plastic and drill a hole into the middle. Cut a slot toward the drilled hole
wide enough for the plastic lever to move freely. Drill another hole to accommodate a pivot for
the lever. Take out the sliding window from the screen door, cut a slot and mount the block.
Now to open the door from the inside, you just lift the lever.
— Wilhelm Resch, Saint Michael, Minn.
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To send your submission, write to: 10-Minute Tech, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N, Suite 200, Minneapolis, MN 55447 or email: 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. 
Please include an illustration or photo if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.

Leveling Blocks
Most of us level our trailers from side to side by driving on
plastic or wood blocks. I found that 2-by-12-inch planks,
cut to size, do a very good job. They do not sink into soft
soil, nor do they chip from rocky ground. After a time,
however, they do weather and split. My solution is to drill
from side to side with a long 3/8-inch bit near each end,
and insert all thread with a washer and nut on each end. I
finish by coating with a wood preservative. To assist in
stopping at the proper place, I have bolted 2-by-3-inch
stop boards across the end of the two longest boards.
After I drive onto the levelers, I can feel when the tires
make contact. A single stop board works, but is harder to
detect on rough ground.
James W. Baker, Chandler, Ariz.

http://www.trailerlife.com
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BILL WILL BE IN ROANOKE, VA. TO CONNECT WITH BILL, EMAIL HIM AT ROADSCRIBE@AOL.COMNEXT MONTH

AMERICA’S
OUTBACK by Bill GravesLAKE BUCHANAN, TEXAS

(Top to bottom) A 120-passen-
ger boat pulls up against the
shore of a town called Bluffton.
Passengers left the boat on
Shaw Island, that is normally
under water, and walked to
what remains of Bluffton. Boat
tour guides give passengers the
history of the area.

The Colorado River created the Grand
Canyon and keeps Arizona and much

of Southern California from being a
desert. We think of it as being the quintes-
sential Colorado — unless you live in
Texas. Texans have their own version of
the Colorado River. 

Like the iconic Colorado, the Highland
Lakes have dams along their course that generate electric
power and create recreational lakes in the Texas Hill
Country, northwest of Austin. The largest of the Highland
Lakes is Lake Buchanan. Its surface covers 35-square
miles — that’s in a good year. 

A pecking order exists among these man-made lakes
regarding the allocation of water, especially when it’s
scarce. Although it has seniority, being the oldest,
Buchanan is at the bottom of the pecking order: The folks
who control the Buchanan Dam will not allow a flood
during heavy rains, but they will – and do – let the lake drop
significantly during periods of drought. 

Lakes that are higher on the pecking order, like nearby
Lake LBJ, are kept at a fairly constant level by drawing on
the “non-constant,” or the sacrificial, lakes like Buchanan. 

I am on Lake Buchanan at a resort called Canyon of the
Eagles. It’s situated on 940 acres and has a 14-mile
network of hiking trails. I quickly discovered that a guy who
tows his own accommodations makes out pretty good here.
He pays 32 bucks a night to hook up and he also has full
use of the resort facilities, while a guest at the resort pays
160 bucks a night. The only thing the guest gets that I
probably could use is a fresh towel every day. 

This region of Texas is in its second year of serious
drought. The lake is down as much as 28 feet. A big rain
could change that in a couple of days. It will happen; it
always does, but not today.

To get an authoritative view of the lake, I went out on a
Vanishing Texas River Cruises boat tour. Minutes out from
the pier, it became obvious that there are stories about this
lake being uncovered as its water recedes. The tops of
dead trees were coming out of the lake on both sides of the
boat. 

“On May 27th, 1937, they closed the gates on the dam
and the river began milling around, creeping up the
339,000 tons of concrete that sprawled for two miles across

Vanishing Towns
The other Colorado River

its path. The lake, however, was filling up quicker than they
planned,” boat tour guide Tim Mohan said. “The guys who
were clearing the trees from what was to be the lake
bottom, using crosscut saws and axes, just couldn’t keep
ahead of the rising water. So what you see are what they
couldn’t cut. 

“One fellow was even out here in a boat harvesting his
crop of pecans. He tied sheets to the lower branches to
catch them,” Mohan said.

“These were local guys cutting homegrown trees that
had stood for a thousand years … part of their identity, you
might say. They took no pleasure in their work. They were
also clearing away their homes and memories. All they
knew of their lives was soon to be at the bottom of a lake.”

We approached a sandy flat that would normally be
under water. Slowly, the skipper nosed the 120-passenger
boat against the beach. Tim dropped a ramp so we could
go ashore. 

We walked to what remained of a town called Bluffton
— just some stone foundations, but it was enough to write
an epitaph: The cost of progress can be painfully personal. 

Welcome to America’s Outback q
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0985N 900W
Shipshewana, IN 46565

888.988.8440

Your Venture Starts Here.

Introducing SportTrek light weight travel trailers by Venture RV.

The SportTrek was created with new to the industry product concepts to
enhance the RV lifestyle at an affordable price.

Each SportTrek is engineered with specific features designed to provide
maximum comfort, durability and consumer-inspired floor plans.
For more information please visit our website.

www.Venture-rv.com

Scan this QR code
with your smart
phone for more 

information.

A Division of KZRV
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82"

KZ RV, Circle 108 on Reader Service Card
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Welcome to our digital edition of Trailer Life magazine. This format makes it
easy for you to navigate the magazine and provides direct links to Internet
sites of our advertisers, our TrailerLife.com web site, and many web sites to
supplement our editorial features.

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital Trailer Life magazine, and we encourage your
comments and suggestions to our editor at sbourdon@goodsamfamily.com

Click on the TrailerLife.com button to go directly 
to our Web site.

Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring you back
to this page.

Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table of
Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.

Click on the Arrow buttons to navigate between pages.

Click on the Magnify glass buttons to zoom in and zoom out.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital Trailer Life:

When the hand icon changes to a pointing finger, it indicates a link to a 
web site or to another page in the magazine.

http://www.trailerlife.com
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