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DRIVER’S 
SEAT MARCH

Sneak Peek
A look behind the scenes

Late last year we attended the Recreation Vehicle Industry Association 
(RVIA) National Trade Show in Louisville, Kentucky (Nov. 27-29). There 

were hundreds of new RVs packed into the Louisville Exposition Center, and 
as we walked the show it appeared as if the place was awash with trailers and 
motorhomes of all sizes and makes. Trade shows are never open to consumers, 
but we are going to give you a special sneak peek at some of the new rigs on 
display that you are soon to see on dealer lots.  

As author Bob Ashley notes in his article (“Show of Shows”) beginning on 
page 60 of this issue, there were dozens of exciting new models and brands 
at the show. Among these were the Heartland Gateway, EverGreen Bay Hill 
and CrossRoads Rushmore RV fi fth-wheels. Keystone’s updated Montana was 
also on display. On scene as well were new compact travel trailers such as the 
exciting all-aluminum Livin’ Lite Axxess and the Trail-Lite Cobblestone (a novel 
concept in that there are no options, however, it’s very well equipped with a full 
set of standards that many other builders might consider as options).

By far, the star of the show was the Holiday Rambler Presidential. This 
elegantly engineered new fi fth-wheel is a stunner. The regal unit offers a unique 
Navistar designed chassis built by Lippert that features a custom molded, 
welded front end that allows for a tighter turning radius. It also sports a striking 
aerodynamic front cap, and offers an unusually generous amount of outside 
storage. Aluminum-framed, full-body painted sidewalls are fi lled all the way 
through with foam insulation to create a superior thermal barrier. A standard 
MOR/ryde RE 4000 suspension system is offered underneath the coach; as an 
option, owners can order the MOR/ryde IS independent system that includes 
hydraulic disc brakes for the ultimate ride and stopping power.

Inside the well-designed Presidential we found elegance featuring stained 
maple cabinets, an island kitchen and padded, radius living area ceilings that 
deliver 8 feet, 11 inches of headroom. Countertops in the huge bathroom are 
tiered, and the two-person shower is 60 inches tall. The multi-level living area 
in the Presidential has a 46-inch LED TV and features residential-style Lane 
furniture for the ultimate in comfort.

For these reasons and many others, we decided to highlight this extraordi-
nary RV. We’re sure you’ll fi nd a new towable that’s just right for you.
 
– Stuart Bourdon, editor-in-chief

Connect with us...
facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine  twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

If you liked reading Pam Selbert’s “Route 66: Part II” article about 
the section of the Mother Road from Carthage, Mo., to Amarillo, 

Texas, you can view extra photos and fi nd more special attractions along that stretch 
of the old road. Go to www.trailerlife.com and look for Route 66: Part II Attractions.
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FACEBOOK POLL

LETTERS 
MARCH

LETTEROF THE MONTH

MARCH

Write to: Trailer Life, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, CA 93001 or email 
info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.TALK TO US!

Full-Time OptionsMore Happy Campers
I just read the Letter of the Month, 
“Happier Campers,” in the January 
2013 issue of Trailer Life and agree 
wholeheartedly. However, in addition, 
for 25 years we have carried a pair of 
inexpensive ($35) two-way radios that 
we use while parking. By using both 
hand signals and the radio commu-
nication, it makes for a much easier 
and safer situation. We carry radios in 
all of our vehicles and also use them 
when shopping, going to fl ea markets 
and camper shows, etc., to stay in 
touch with each other. It is much 
better than using hand signals, setting 
a time to meet or trying to fi nd each 
other in crowds. This probably has 
saved our 55-year marriage.  
Kenneth Preston, Wheatland, Ind.

Elevation Routing
Since I will be full-timing soon, with 
a lot of time in the mountains, I was 
wondering if any GPS has a routing 
option that takes elevation change 
into account. My Garmin has the 
standard “Fastest, Shortest and 
Most Fuel Effi cient” choice. What I 
would like to see is another option 
like “Least Hill Climbing.” Have you 
heard of this, or do you have any other 
advice?

I am currently in Elliot Lake, 
Ontario, but in the spring of 2014 we 
will be full-timing. We will summer 
in British Columbia and travel slowly 
throughout the Rockies, ending up at 
our astronomy site in New Mexico.
Ron Alexander, via email

Ron, you should check out the 
Mountain Directory books. These 
books are available in printed form 
or as e-books from R&R Publishing 
at www.mountaindirectory.com, and 
the authors have been collecting 
and publishing information about 
mountain passes and steep grades 
since 1993.

The books are available in two 
volumes, West and East, and they can 
tell you where the steep grades are, 
how long they are, how steep they 
are in percentage, whether the road 
is two-lane, three-lane or four-lane, 
if there are switchbacks and sharp 
curves, what the speed limits are 
and lots of other pertinent informa-
tion that RVers need to know when 
traveling in mountainous country.

Real-World Expenses
I just received my Trailer Life
for January 2013, and, naturally, 
America’s Outback was the fi rst 
article that I read.

You may tow your “accommoda-
tions” there [Canyon of the Eagles 
Resort on central Texas’ Lake 
Buchanan] and spend only $32 per 
night and have the same use of the 
facilities as the guest who pays $162 
per night and gets the fresh towel. 
However, you need a truck in order 
to tow your accommodations. When 
you add up the maintenance on 
the camper and on the truck, plus 
insurance, fuel and  — I almost forgot 

— the initial cost of the truck and your 
accommodations, you are further 
ahead sans truck and camper. You 
would also be prone to sleep better 
not having to worry about the extra 
springs, tires and axles, by paying the 
$162 nightly charge.

I fi gure $100,000 for a nice 
camper and tow truck. That’s not 
including wear and tear, fl at tires, 
setup time, etc. For $100,000 I 
can spend 617 nights out at $162 
per night, which, while not terribly 
expensive, is in the high range of 
costs.
Bob Motschmann, Berne, N.Y. q

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

When do you like to 
plan your upcoming 
season’s travels?

71% As the season
approaches

21% Far in advance, up to a 
year ahead of time
8% Spontaneously, while on
the road

We are traveling full-time, and sometimes it takes awhile for my Trailer 
Life magazines to catch up with us, so I did not respond in a timely manner. 
With regard to the article “Full-Time Comfort” (November 2012) on full-time 
living options, two of the fi fth-wheel manufacturers that we considered 
before buying that were not mentioned were Excel from Peterson and 
HitchHiker by NuWa, both of which have models specifi cally targeted to 

the full-timer. Although Excel is currently building units, NuWa 
suspended production after the fi rst of the year 

(perhaps the reason for not including 
NuWa), but they still have new and 

used HitchHikers for sale and should 
have been included, in my opinion, since 

the preowned market will continue. In 
September we bought a NuWa Champagne.

Roger Weed, Currently in Clearwater, Fla.
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YOUR RV ISN’T A CAR. DON’T INSURE IT LIKE ONE.  
Progressive covers your RV in ways auto policies don’t. So if you ever get in an 
accident and need to leave your RV at the shop for repairs, we’ll cover the cost of 
your hotel. Keeping family trips on the road, now that’s Progressive.

1-800-PROGRESSIVE  |  LOCAL AGENT  |  PROGRESSIVE.COM

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates. Emergency Expense coverage is subject to policy terms.  11D00458 (06/11)
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by Amanda Lepinski

Situated in Indiana, Pa., the Jimmy 
Stewart Museum opened in 1997 
and is devoted to the life, career 
and memory of famed actor James 
Stewart. Born in 1908, Stewart grew 
up in Indiana, Pa., as the oldest of 
three children and went on to appear 
in 92 fi lms, television programs and 
shorts throughout his life. 

Stewart attended Princeton 
University where he was a member of 
the Triangle Club, performing shows 
and getting his fi rst taste of acting. 
Although he earned a degree in archi-
tecture, he never pursued it; instead 
he chose acting. 

Shortly after college, Stewart lived 
in Hollywood and shared an apartment 
with Henry Fonda. Stewart’s fi lm 
debut was The Murder Man in 1935 
with Spencer Tracy. Three years later 
he appeared in You Can’t Take It With 
You, which won an Academy Award 
for Best Picture and earned Stewart a 
taste of fame. In 1939, Stewart starred 
in the well-known movie Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington and received his 
fi rst Academy Award nomination. But 
it wasn’t until 1940 that he won his 
fi rst Oscar, for his role in the romantic 
comedy The Philadelphia Story.

Though his career was skyrocket-
ing, Stewart enrolled in the U.S. Air 
Force in World War II from 1941 to 
1946. Throughout his military career, 
Stewart’s discipline and hard work 

earned him the title of colonel by 
the war’s end. Once he completed 
his service, he didn’t waste any time 
getting back into acting. His fi rst 
postwar fi lm was the Christmas 
classic It’s a Wonderful Life.

Visitors can learn more about 
the beloved actor at the Jimmy 
Stewart Museum among a variety of 
photos, movie posters and memo-
rabilia including his 1949 Bendix 
plane trophy, the front door to the 
Stewart home in Beverly Hills as well 
as select WWII military uniforms. 
Though Stewart himself was never 
able to make it to the museum before 
his death in 1997, his daughters 
make frequent trips to pay tribute 
to their famous father. A 50-seat 
movie theater plays Saturday and 
Sunday matinees throughout the 
year featuring Stewart’s greatest 
on-screen moments. 

Giving an entertaining look at one 

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS

AROUND
THE BEND

It’s a 
Wonderful 

Museum
Pennsylvania’s 

tribute to a
legendary actor

of Hollywood history’s greatest silver 
screen stars, the Jimmy Stewart 
Museum sees visitors of all ages 
from Stewart’s generation right 
down to youngsters. Tickets are $7 
for adults; seniors (62 and older), 
military personnel and students are 
$6; children 7-17 are $5; and children 
6 and younger and museum members 
are free. For more information or to 
inquire about RV parking, visit www.
jimmy.org or call 724-349-6112.
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This simple sign in his hometown commemorates some of Stewart’s achievements during his lifetime.  
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AROUND
THE BEND

NEWSWIRE

Redwood Recreational 
Vehicles appeal to the  
full-time RVer looking for 
reasonably priced units. 
Redwood trailers also offer 
standard Clima-Comfort, 
a residential fi berglass 
insulation construction that creates a thermal barrier for 
all weather conditions. Whether enjoying a frosty locale 
in the warmth of your RV or staying cool in hot weather, 
Redwood trailers promise well-maintained climate 
control. A 60-inch dinette table, oversize dinette chairs, 
leather wall-hugger recliners and an 80-inch sofa with 
a storage drawer provide additional comfort throughout 

the space. A 60-by-80-inch pillow-top mattress with the 
option for a memory-foam king-size bed to complement 
the bedroom. Holding tanks include a 104-gallon capacity 
for freshwater, 90 gallons for gray water and 45 gallons 
for black water. MSRPs range from $89,000 to $115,000, 
based on fl oorplans and options. Redwood RV; 
574-457-7800, www.redwood-rv.com.

Value Meets 
Innovation

KOA Adds 18 Parks
Celebrating the company’s 50th year in 
2012, KOA added 18 new campground 
locations to the already widespread 
network of 489 campgrounds. KOA 
CEO Jim Rogers explains that the 
company saw a growing camping 
trend throughout the country, making 
the campground additions to its 
network timely. As of press time, 
17 new campground locations have 
been revealed with the fi nal new 
campground location still under 
wraps, but it was speculated that 
the new campground will be placed 
somewhere in the southeastern United 
States. www.koa.com.

PARKS

Triple E Adds Streetside Slide to 
Class B 
Canadian-based Triple E Recreational 
Vehicles made upgrades to the Class 
B Leisure Travel Van Free Spirit SS 
with a streetside slideout. Mounted 
behind the driver’s seat, the addition 
increases living space and contains 
a fold-down memory-foam sofa bed. 
The Free Spirit includes a 22-inch LED 
TV, storage space accessible through 
swing-out rear doors, European-style 
curved wood cabinets, Ultraleather 
furniture and Corian countertops. The 
Free Spirit gets an estimated 19-22 
MPG and retails for a base $119,470. 
877-992-9906, www.leisurevans.com.

UPGRADES

Thor’s President Contributes to 
Hall of Fame Fundraiser
Thor President and COO Bob Martin 
recently made a personal $5,000 
donation to the RV/MH Hall of Fame’s 
fundraiser, Burn the Bank Note. 
Hall President Darryl Searer says 
Martin’s contribution is evidence of his 
commitment to the industry and future 
success of the Elkhart, Ind., venue: 
“Bob’s personal donation is evidence 
that his commitment to the hall’s 
success goes beyond Thor Industries’ 
continuing support.” For more infor-
mation about donating to the Burn the 
Bank Note challenge, call 800-378-
8694, www.rvmhhalloffame.org.

DONATION
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Setting Up for Success
For those considering the RV lifestyle or for anyone with general questions like 
what type of RV is best for a full-time lifestyle, RV insurance information and 
many other topics, authors Jaimie Hall Bruzenak and Alice Zyetz channel their 
16 years of RV lifestyle experience into this helpful book, Retire to an RV: The 
Roadmap to Affordable Retirement. The book includes tips on saving money, 
reliable resources, how RV systems work and advice for when you’ve hit a bump 
in the road, such as an illness. MSRP: $19.95, www.amazon.com.

Laughter and Lessons
Anita Henehan’s second book, Tales from the Road, is a hilarious look at the 
humorous and exciting life of an RVer. Henehan and her friends in the RV 
lifestyle share heartwarming, interesting tales from the road as well as a peek 
into their most memorable destinations around the United States and Canada. 
The book also includes a quick campground guide with contact information, 
suggested sights and activities and, most importantly, what you need to know 
to avoid mishaps on the road. Whether you read this book en route to your next 
destination or sitting around a campfire, it’s guaranteed to entertain. MSRP: 
$14, www.amazon.com. q

Reading for the Road

March 2013  TRAILER LIFE  11
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RV ACTION LINE
TRAILER LIFE TO THE RESCUE

Glass Gone Bad
» We purchased a new Cedar Creek 
Silverback 32 WRL fi fth-wheel from 
Gibson RV in Grand Junction, Colo., 
in September of 2010. We were told 
by our salesman before we signed 
the papers that it had a huge crack in 
it. We asked if it had been hit, and he 
said he had no idea what caused it but 
that he would have it fi xed, good as 
new. We decided to go ahead with the 
purchase. The nose was repaired, and 
it looked great. 

A year later and two days before 
the warranty expired, we found three 
more cracks in the gelcoat: two on the 
nose and one on the side by the door. 
We contacted Gibson RV, and they told 
us to bring in pictures, which we did. 
We also talked to Dale Brubaker of 
Forest River, and he assured us that 

we were within the warranty period 
and not to be concerned. Gibson RV 
had someone from JCP Fiberglass 
come and look at the coach. He gave 
an estimate of $500 to repair it. Last 
week, Gibson RV informed us that 
Forest River would not fi x the areas, as 
they were impact cracks. 

Our concern is, if the gelcoat is so 
fragile that it cracks so easily, what sort 
of problems are we going to have in the 
future with this coach? Forest River 
brags about the gelcoat on its coaches. 
We are getting mixed messages 
regarding gelcoat on RVs now. Please 

help us fi gure out what is the cause of 
this and why Forest River won’t stand by 
the warranty of our gelcoat.
Al and Colleen Salazar 
Grand Junction, Colo.

To assist RV Action line with their 
case, the Salazars submitted all cor-
respondence, invoices and relevant 
photos of the damage to their 
fi fth-wheel. After contacting Cedar 
Creek/Forest River on their behalf, 
the company responded by coming 
to terms with the customers and 
resolving their issue.  q

Disappearing Decal
Dilemma
» I own a 2009 Keystone Montana 3665 RE that we 
purchased new in October of 2008. Two years later, I noticed 
some small decals starting to peel away from the exterior 
fi berglass panels. Sheri Smuckler, a customer service rep 
with Keystone, offered to replace these. On October 31, 
2011, I had an appointment with Russ Carroll, a service rep-
resentative at Bill Plemmons RV World in Rural Hall, N.C. At 
that appointment several decals were replaced at no cost to 
me. I then found out that the decal graphics company that 
Keystone had used, Abington Graphics, was no longer being 
used by Keystone. At this point about half of all the decals 
on my rig had been replaced at no charge to me.

The correct decals were reordered, and I called Bill 
Plemmons RV World and set up an appointment to get them 
replaced and bring this decal ordeal to a fi nal resolution. 
Russ Carroll tried to get authorization for these decals, but 
Keystone declined it. I called Keystone and talked to Sandra 
Troup in customer service and was told that she did not 
have the authority to approve the labor costs. In order to get 
my rig released from Bill Plemmons RV World, I had to pay 
$565.25 for the labor on the installation of the decals. On 
August 9, I called Troup again, and she wasn’t able to get 
the appropriate party to review the work order for approval. 
She later called and talked to my wife, and again said that it 
was not approved.

Here is my problem with this whole decal mess — I 
have dealt with four different customer service reps at 

Keystone. Keystone needs to develop some consistency in 
its approach to resolving defective parts from its suppliers. 
Sheri and Bruce approved decal replacements at no cost 
to the customer, as they should. The customer doesn’t 
know that a manufacturer’s product is defective until the 
problem arises. 

Keystone should stand behind its original delivered 
product and also provide consistency on the treatment of 
an ongoing repair item. All decals in the past were fully 
approved for replacement. I am sure the company does not 
want its rigs going down the road as an advertisement for 
poor quality. I would like Keystone to reimburse me for the 
$565.25 labor to replace the decals on the left side of the rig 
and bring this decal problem to a successful resolution.
Richard M. Metcalf, Fancy Gap, Va. 

To aid his case, Metcalf forwarded RV Action Line a detailed 
description of the situation, as well as all invoices, images 
of the faulty decals and email communications between 
himself, the dealership and Keystone. 

THE COMPANY RESPONDED

I am in receipt of the letter forwarded to Keystone from 
Trailer Life on behalf of Mr. Richard Metcalf. Keystone has 
offered Mr. Metcalf a monetary settlement of $300 toward 
the labor fee of replacing his decals, and he has accepted. 
Payment will be sent to him directly at his home address.

Thank you,
Michelle Diaz
Owner Relations, Keystone RV Company

 After exhausting all other resources without success, please 
forward information with copies of appropriate bills and correspondence to RV Action 
Line, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, CA 93001. Please include a  self-addressed, 
stamped envelope. No phone calls, please.

TAKE ACTION »
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OUTDOORSMAN: REELING IN

by Stuart Bourdon

Gone Fishing
It’s not always about the catching

When we think of the outdoors, 
one of the things that may 
often come to the minds 

of many is fi shing. Angling can be an 
incredible sharing experience with a 
son, daughter or grandchild. It can also 
be a wonderful contemplative journey 
alone, delivering hours of time to relax 
and wash away the stress of life in a 
hectic world of hard work and a manic 
pace. As many an angler knows, it’s 
often not about catching fi sh but the 
time spent outdoors in the fresh air and 
beautiful scenery, with the sights and 
sounds of the natural world fi lling our 
ears, mind, heart and soul.

One of the many companies that 
can provide equipment for such 
moments of fi shing pleasure, whether 
it be for a bonding experience or 
solo adventure, is L.L. Bean. It offers 
dozens of rods and reels for all types 
of angling opportunities, including 
combination outfi ts, tackle boxes, fl y 

kits and appropriate apparel. 
A perfect example and an affordable, 

entry-level rod-and-reel package for 
the novice that would make a great gift 
is the 6-foot, two-piece medium-weight 
Angler Spin Series Outfi t  ($46.95). 
Featuring a premium cork grip, 
hard-cast aluminum-oxide guides and a 
high-gloss epoxy fi nish, the lightweight 
graphite rod is designed to deliver 
excellent sensitivity and strength for a 
powerful hook set. Its mated graphite 
reel has a rubberized-paint coating for 
durability and corrosion-resistance and 
a ball-bearing system for smooth-drag 
and balanced retrieve, and it features 
a double-ported machined-aluminum 
spool and a machined-aluminum 
handle with a wooden knob. The reel 
is preloaded with a 6- to 12-pound test 
monofi lament line.

For those interested in fl y-fi shing, 
L.L. Bean offers the 5- and 6-weight 
Angler II Fly Rod Outfi ts ($75). This 
makes it easy to learn the popular sport, 
and it includes a die-cast reel with disc 
drag and instructions for the four-part 
cast, knot tying and fi sh identifi cation. 
Each outfi t comes loaded with backing, 
a fl oating line and a leader. You just 
tie on a fl y and you’re ready to fi sh. 
L.L. Bean worked hand-in-hand with 
beginners and its own Fly Fishing School 
instructors to develop a smooth, me-
dium-action rod to mate up with the reel 
that makes it easy to learn the art of fl y-
casting. This outfi t is a good all-around 
weight for landlocked salmon, bass or 
trout and has good power for larger fl ies 
yet is light enough for delicate dry-fl y 
presentation.

Newbie or veteran, you can 
appreciate this combination outfi t. 
Unlike other spin/fl y combinations, 

Western Fly  Selection 

Action  The Angler II 5-6 is good for most land-locked salmon, bass and trout
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the Spin/Fly Combo Outfi t ($139) 
includes two complete rod outfi ts 
for a variety of weather conditions, 
species and angling styles. The 8-foot, 
6-inch, 5-weight, six-piece fl y rod 
is preloaded with fl oating fl y line, 
backing and leader. Tie on a fl y and 
go fi shing! The 6-foot, medium-light, 
four-piece spin rod is preloaded with 
60 yards of 6-pound monofi lament. 
Both rods come in a sturdy vacuum-
molded nylon-covered case, including 
a fl y box and lure box. The small size 
makes it perfect for travel or storage 
in a trailer or camper.

You can’t do much fi shing without 
lures and fl ies, and since fl y-fi shing 
is all the rage these days, we thought 
we would include a trio of L.L. Bean 
fl y selections, too. If you are a bass 
hound, the warm-water bass Deluxe 
Fly Selection ($69) has the most 
popular, most productive fl ies for 
specifi c species and destinations, 
carefully chosen by the L.L. Bean 
experts. The collection is offered 
in a clear plastic box.

Another popular set is the 
Deluxe Fly Selection for Great 
Lakes steelhead ($59), fi lled with 
top-quality Umpqua fl ies including 
such productive wonders as Bear’s 
HeadBanger Hex, the Anton Bug 
Stone, the Flying Circus Caddis and 
the Egg Sucking Leech. This set also 
comes in a clear plastic fl y box.

Containing 90 fl ies of assorted 
sizes and colors, the Western Trout 
Mega Selection ($179) incudes 
everything you need to lure western 
trout, according to L.L. Bean, and it 
comes in an Umpqua Professional 

Guide Fly Box. Working with local 
guides, outfi tters and traveling fl y-
fi shers, L.L. Bean developed this 
mega selection (as well as four 
others suited for different species 
and regions of the country) so serious 
anglers would have a full selection of 

fl ies specially designed for western 
trout waters.

So whether it’s an angling 
adventure on your own, a 
day of fun with a buddy or 

an instructive afternoon with a young 
family member for the very fi rst time, 
fi shing can be fun when you have the 
right tackle. L.L. Bean has much more 
to offer than we highlighted here, and 
it also offers guided trips, classes 
and free advice to help you fi nd the 
right gear for your type of angling 
activities.q

L.L. Bean: 800-441-5713, 
www.llbean.com

Deluxe Great 
Lakes Flies 
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by Len Cousineau

Down by the Sea
Beach camping for those with a sense of 
adventure and the right RV

THIS LAND: CAPE LOOKOUT NATIONAL SEASHORE, N.C.

These islands have been home to fi shermen, whalers and stockmen who have borne witness to shipwrecks and daring rescues.

DID YOU KNOW?

Spending night after night on a slab 
in a line of RVs so close together 

that slideouts nearly touch and gen-
erators bleat out a monotonous drone 
does not spring to mind when many 
people hear the word “camping.” 

Sure, this method of RV over-
nighting is perfectly acceptable, even 
preferred by some, but others think 
beach camping should involve crisp 
ocean breezes, spans of white sand, 
lots of elbowroom and plentiful natu-
ral beauty. This latter class of RVers, 
especially those who own truck 
campers and pop-ups and other rigs 
that can safely negotiate soft sand, 
will likely consider the camping 
within North Carolina’s Cape Lookout 
National Seashore to be a much bet-
ter alternative. 

Island Road, between Cedar Is-
land and Beaufort, N.C., off Highway 
70, leads to Harkers Island Visitor 
Center. Although camping is not al-
lowed on Harkers, fi rst-time visitors to 
the national seashore can review the 
interactive map of the park and enjoy 
exhibits on Portsmouth Village, the 
island’s ecology and the wild horses of 
Shackleford Banks. A Kids’ Corner, a 
fi lm about the park and plenty of other 
informational material provide enter-

tainment and enlightenment. 
Of course, since the word “sea-

shore” is included in Cape Lookout 
National Seashore for good reason, 
visitors can swim in the Atlantic 
Ocean, sunbathe on the miles of 
beaches and stroll the picturesque 
shore while looking for shells. Fish-
ing, birding, kayaking and canoeing 
are all wonderful ways to enjoy Cape 
Lookout. Those who are in good shape 
can climb Cape Lookout Lighthouse, a 
novel experience. 

Visitors can partake of these ac-
tivities and admire these attractions, 
in addition to many others, during 
day trips. Taking a ferry to one of the 
islands, then doing some primitive 
RV beach camping (or tent camping, 
or renting a cabin) will certainly en-
hance the memories of Cape Lookout 
National Seashore that visitors carry 
home. 

Campers must bring all supplies 
with them, then pack everything out, 
which poses only a minor inconve-
nience, considering all of the wonders 
that Cape Lookout National Seashore 
delivers. q

Cape Lookout National Seashore 
252-728-2250, www.nps.gov/calo
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Trailer Music:
The Destination, Not the Journey

by Kathy Cabrera

10 unique music festivals for those living the RV lifestyle

The great American novelist and 
poet Don Williams Jr. is famed 
for his quote stressing the sig-
nifi cance of the journey versus 

the destination: “The road of life twists 
and turns, and no two directions are 
ever the same. Yet our lessons come 
from the journey, not the destination.” 

On the road of recreational trailer 
travel, most owners have already 
journeyed through life and reaped its 
lessons — they know better than most 
that the journey is much more than 
simply a point A to point B route to get 
to the next destination. In this piece, we 
focus on the philosophically fun side of 
RV travel and making a music festival 
a destination in and of itself. Visit 
and enjoy these top 10 unique music 
festivals we found across America 
that are especially well suited for RV 
enthusiasts who have learned the hard-
earned lessons of the journey and are 
fi nally ready for some fun on the open 
road to getting there! 

Keeping the Blues Alive
in the Ozarks
In addition to attending the annual 
two-day Greater Ozarks Blues Festival 
(www.greaterozarksbluesfest.com) 
for your love of the blues, you’re also 
supporting the mission of the Blues 
Society of the Ozarks to keep the blues 
alive in the local community by encour-
aging schoolchildren to learn about it. 

This festival, held in Chesterfi eld 
Village in Springfi eld, Missouri (just 
north of the James River Expressway 
at Highway 13), September 6-7, 2013, 
is an outdoor event that encourages 
attendees to enjoy on-site amenities 
and food, and to bring their own lawn 
chairs for seating. The annual lineup 
features Blues Music Award nominees 
and winners, the International Blues 
Challenge winner, the area’s local 
Blues Challenge winner and regional 
favorite blues bands. The closest RV 
park is the Springfi eld/Route 66 KOA 
(800-562-1228). 

Kicking off Summer’s Lazy 
Days under the Shade of Oaks
Whether you’re celebrating Father’s 
Day in mid-June or just the start of a 
fun summer of open road RV travel, 
a worthy West Coast stop is the Live 
Oak Music Festival (www.liveoakfest
.org). This three-day music festival is 
held annually on Father’s Day weekend 
in the wine country of the Santa Ynez 
Valley, 15 miles from the city limits 
of Santa Barbara, Calif. The festival, 
which celebrates its 25th anniversary 
June 14-16, 2013, benefi ts San Luis 

Live Oak Festival, Calif.
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Obispo’s public radio station KCBX this 
year. The festival is held at Live Oak 
Camp, nestled in the river valley that 
feeds Lake Cachuma, a site fi lled with 
old oaks that provide restful shade and 
pristine beauty. The oak trees shade 
the area available for on-site camping. 
RVs are encouraged to park in the 
main campground or in the RV Corral, 
a designated RV area that sells out 
quickly (advance tickets are available 
online). There are no hookups in the 
corral or general camping areas. 

A prime focus of festival-goers is 
what’s happening on the main stage. 
The stage annually features traditional, 
folk, bluegrass, gospel, blues, jazz, 
classical and world musical perfor-
mances from all over the United States 
and the globe. Offstage, the festival 
is also home to a collection of arts 
and crafts booths, music workshops, 
fi reside jamming and rowdy barn 
dances on Friday and Saturday nights. 
A variety of daytime activities is also 
offered for young people from guitar 
lessons to arts and crafts and a major 
talent show. 

Appalachian Soul: Celebrating 
Bluegrass in Tennessee 
Held in the state that spawned Dolly 
Parton and Kenny Chesney, the 
Dumplin Valley Bluegrass Festival 
(www.dumplinvalleybluegrass.com) 
is made for RV travelers who enjoy 
good music and down-home country 
hospitality and camaraderie with 
others who appreciate the same. The 
2013 festival — running September 

19-21 — is held at Kodak, Tennessee’s 
Dumplin Valley Farm RV Park (525 
E. Dumplin Valley Road). The festival 
kicks off on a Wednesday night with a 
big potluck dinner for all the campers 
already on-site. The show runs with 
performances for three days and nights 
with nationally known and internation-
ally traveling bands as well as a few 
regional groups that festival organizer 
Mitzi Soward describes as providing 
“Appalachian soul music” (also known 
as bluegrass).

 “Camping and bluegrass go 
together like peanut butter and jelly.  
The campgound stays alive with the 
sounds of jamming and people visiting 
very late into the night during festival 
weekend,” Soward says of the homey 
feel of the crowds and location. “The 
RV park was started as a result of the 
demand from the folks coming to our 
festival, now in its 13th year. Every year 
we are excited to welcome people to 
our farm (also our home) from all over 
the USA, Canada and Europe.”

A majority of festival campers 
return each year. “Our festivals are 
almost like a big family reunion in some 
respects, as so many of our attendees 
are retired and attend festivals all over 
the South and Southeast as well as 
other areas,” says Soward. 

Chill Out the Dog Days of
Summer, Houston Jazz Style
If there’s a good reason to make a stop 
midway through a crosscountry RV 
haul in the dog days of summer, or for 
residents of the Lone Star State looking 

End Your Summer on the 
Oceanfront of Virginia Beach 
If you select to end your summer 
of RV roving on the oceanfront of 
Virginia Beach, it comes alive Labor 
Day weekend with the East Coast’s 
biggest outdoor music festival — 
the annual American Music Festival 
(www.beachstreetusa.com). Here 
you’ll be among the good company 
of music lovers to the tune of 
thousands. Between the allure 
of the close-of-summer outdoor 
festival and the area’s 18,600 acres 
of state parks and wildlife refuges, 
more than 121 navigable miles of 
waterways and 35 miles of ocean 
and bay beaches for campers to 
explore, this region is a great desti-
nation for some weekend music or 
a chance to spend some extended 
time after the last song to explore 
the rest of the area. 

The festival is held annually 
from Friday through Sunday of 
Labor Day weekend (August 30-
September 1, 2013). Individual 
headliners require a paid ticket, 
but free concerts are also made 
available along the boardwalk on 
various permanent stages.

For campers looking to be 
close to the resort area, Holiday 
Trav-L-Park (757-425-0249) ac-
commodates tent and RV camping 
as well as cabins. Another nearby 
campsite close to the oceanfront is 
the Virginia Beach KOA (757-428-
1444). RV camping is also offered at 
First Landing State Park (757-412-
2300), the most visited state park in 
Virginia.  

Dumplin Valley Bluegrass Festival, Tenn.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DUMPLIN VALLEY BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL
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for a weekend getaway, one you won’t 
regret would be the Houston Inter-
national Jazz Festival. Celebrating its 
23rd year for the 2013 festival (August 
2-4), the festival is part of August 
Jazz Month, a program sponsored 
by Jazz Education Inc. (JEI). Founded 
in 1970, JEI has earned a leadership 
role in education through music 
programming and has become one 
of the eminent music organizations 
in greater Houston and the state of 
Texas. JEI’s mission is to provide 
worthwhile educational activities 
for school-aged youth in the fi eld of 
music while creating a better climate 
and promoting a greater appreciation 
and preservation of jazz. The Houston 
International Jazz Festival features 
musicians of international and 
national standing as well as lending 
the stage to regional and local jazz 
performers. 

The festival’s performances are 
held at the Bayou Music Center at 520 
Texas Avenue in Houston. Nearby RV 
parks include the Lake View RV Resort 
(713-723-0973); All-Star RV Resort 
(713-981-6814) and Advanced RV 
Resort (713-433-6950). 

Get Your “Country On” in
Baton Rouge Memorial Day 
Weekend 
The Bayou Country Superfest 
(www.bayoucountrysuperfest.com)
 — a fun summer kickoff that 
rightfully combines “super” with 
“festival” to create its name — offers 
a total tailgating experience outside 
Louisiana State University’s Tiger 
Stadium for total country music 
lovers and those totally in love with 
the RV lifestyle. The country music 
festival, held over Memorial Day 
weekend (May 25-26, 2013), offers RV 
music-goers their own Touchdown 
Village for tailgating, as well as 
offering RV-specifi c parking areas. 
In addition to staging country’s top 
performers (2012’s lineup included 
Carrie Underwood and Rascal Flatts), 
the Bayou Country Superfest offers a 
special Fan Fest each day. 

Attractions and activities focus on 
food, drinks, music and fun, including 
a music-performance stage, DJs 
and staff from area radio stations 
conducting games and giving away 
prizes, and a popular Artist Meet and 
Greet area, offering fans a chance to 
meet Bayou Country Superfest main 
stage performers.  

Wickenburg Idol?
Competition Element Heats
Up Southwest Fall Festival 
Traveling by RV can be all about 
lazy days — lounging to the tunes 
offered at weekend or weeklong 
festivals throughout America. But 
if you’re looking for the excitement 
of a hoedown that heats things up, 
the Bluegrass Festival and Fiddle 
Championship, sponsored by the 
Wickenburg Arizona Chamber of 
Commerce, is the X to mark the spot 
on your travel map for November 
8-10, 2013. Celebrating 34 years in 
2013, it is the only bluegrass festival 
in the Southwest to offer 13 competi-
tive events during the weekend in a 
variety of categories from mandolin, 
open fi ddle and banjo to fl at-pick 
guitar. Beyond securing the talent 
of nationally recognized bluegrass 
bands along with providing competi-
tive elements, the festival also offers 
RV camping — advance reservations 
are available through the chamber 
offi ce (800-942-5242, www.wicken
burgchamber.com). 

The event is held at the Everett 
Bowman Rodeo Arena at 935 Constel-
lation Road in Wickenburg. Additional 
RV parks accommodating festival 
campers include Aztec Trailer Ranch 
(928-684-2481), Desert Cypress 
Trailer Ranch (928-684-2153), Hor-
spitality RV Park (928-684-2519) and 
Westpark (928-684-2210). 

Celebrate the Blues 
Like the 1930s Heyday 
in Historic Durham
Durham, known as the Bull City of 
North Carolina, has a long blues 
tradition centered around the East 
Coast Piedmont blues — a music 
style recognized as more lyrical and 

Music Festivals

Bayou Country Superfest , La.

Bull Durham Blues 
Festival, N.C.
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danceable than Mississippi or Delta 
blues. Jazz lovers looking to get the 
blues Piedmont-style can do so like 
it’s the 1930s with the Bull Durham 
Blues Festival, September 6-8, 2013, 
at the historic Durham Athletic Park 
(where the Durham Bulls used to 
play before moving to the newer and 
more modern venue in the heart of 
downtown Durham). From the 1930s 
onward, the sensitive and delicate 
style of the Piedmont blues was 
played and recorded by the likes of 
Blind Boy Fuller, Bull City Red, Sonny 
Terry, Brownie McGhee and legendary 
guitarist Reverend Gary Davis. These 
and other artists living and performing 
in Durham played on the streets and at 
the tobacco auctions, as well as in the 
clubs, giving rise to the term “Bull City 
blues.” 

Durham RV resources include 
Birchwood RV Park (919-493-1557), 
as well as RV campgrounds in the 
greater Raleigh-Durham area, such 
as Falls Lake State Recreation Area/
Rolling View Campground (919-676-
1027), the North Carolina State Fair-
grounds Campground (919-612-6767) 
and William B. Umstead State Park 
(919-571-4170). 

Ohio Washboard Festival 
Celebrates Artifact-Turned-
Dixieland Musical Instrument 
The source instrument of many a 
toe-tapping rhythm of Dixieland 
music is actually not considered 
useful for music in some parts of 
the world. In fact, this source — a 
washboard — is still used for its very 
laundering function in those areas. 
The city of Logan, in the Hocking Hills 
region of Ohio, is home to the last 
remaining washboard manufactur-
ing company in the United States, the 

Columbus Washboard Company. And 
every Father’s Day weekend, visitors 
and locals alike pay homage to the 
washboard for its function as a musical 
instrument with the Washboard Music 
Festival (www.washboardmusicfestival
.com), June 13-15, 2013.

The festival features a variety of 
free musical entertainment from bands 
playing Dixieland, blues, swing, hot 
jazz, jugband, bluegrass, funky creole, 
old-time country, ragtime and rock 
’n’ roll. Arts, crafts, food, kids’ rides 
and entertainment, historical exhibits 
and tours of the washboard factory all 
make for a unique, musically driven 
experience. 

Accommodations for RV campers 
are available about 12 miles away in 
Hocking Hills State Park, featuring four 
picnic shelters, nine hiking and two 
biking trails, a swimming pool, fi shing 
on 17-acre Rose Lake, and a dining 
lodge. The campground has sites for 
RVs up to 50 feet. For more information 
or to make reservations, contact the 
park at 866-644-6727. 

Northern California Festival 
Takes Nature and Music to 
New Intimate Level
The intimate setting, coupled with the 
natural aura of the American River 
Music Festival (www.americanriver
music.org/festival.php), September 
13-15, 2013, in Coloma, Calif., make 
for a one-stop destination for outdoor 

lovers who want to enjoy musical 
performances in a relaxed environ-
ment versus jamming into an over-
crowded stadium with thousands of 
other fans. The event is held right on 
the banks of the South Fork of the 
American River. 

In addition to operating musical 
events, the event’s staff — including 
executive director Matt Semonsen — is 
very rooted in nature. Semonsen, for 
example, was a former river guide. In 
a Sacramento Bee article covering the 
2012 event, Semonsen shared how the 
river had always been the inspiration. 
The article quotes him sharing how his 
team has worked to integrate moving 
water and music.

Each year, the festival holds an 
average of 25 live performances by 
nationally renowned musicians for 
approximately 1,000 attendees in 
10 locations throughout the river 
community of Coloma. In addition to 
riverfront performances, other fun 
to-do’s include a whitewater-river trip, 
a guided riverfront hike, kid-friendly 
fun and “live art,” among other recre-
ational activities. 

RV accommodations are available 
at the offi cial festival-sponsoring 
campgrounds, Camp Lotus (530-622-
8672) and American River Resort (530-
622-6700), in addition to the Ponderosa 
RV and Camping Resort (530-642-5830) 
and the Coloma Resort and RV Park 
(800-238-2298). q

Washboard Festival, Ohio

American River Music Festival, Calif.
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(Left inset) Sign at a tire store in Carthage, 
Mo., made by local artist Lowell Davis. (Right 
inset) Blue Whale Swim Farm, Catoosa, Okla. 
(Main photo) Well-preserved ghost town of 
Spencer, Mo.

story by Pamela Selbert  photos by Guy Selbert
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A
rmed with maps and books 
on the subject, we spent 
fi ve weeks following the 
road on which, in a different 
era, America drove west. 

The fi rst stretch traced the 500 miles 
between Chicago and Springfi eld, Mo., 
“birthplace” of the old highway. This 
second stretch, about 570 miles, runs 
from Springfi eld to Amarillo, Texas.

West of Springfi eld, old Route 66 
continues to historic Carthage (bypassed 
by today’s I-44), seat of Jasper County 
since 1842. En route to the town, where 
little has changed in 80 years, you get 
your fi rst real feel of the old road.

This stretch, Missouri’s Ghost 
Town Trail, includes the 1852 Yeakley 
Cemetery; a 1903 stone-castlelike 
former shoe and then casket factory 
in Plano; once-prosperous quaint 
Halltown, where the old Whitehall 
Mercantile, built more than a century 

ago, now houses an antique shop; and 
Paris Springs Junction. Among the 
earliest buildings in this town were 
cobblestone-faced Gay Parita Garage, 
new in 1926, and a Sinclair station built 
four years later. 

The original station burned in 
1955, reports current owner Gary 
Turner, who displays a 1929 Ford and 
1948 Ford truck as well as a host of 
Route 66 memorabilia at the station’s 
carefully replicated replacement. He 
also runs a gift shop and “tries to be an 
ambassador for the old route.” When 
he was a child, says Turner, his family 
followed Route 66 to California every 
year to pick cherries and walnuts.

Just outside Carthage, near Kellogg 
Lake on Old Route 66 Blvd., is the 1927 
Red Rock Court, now a small apartment 
complex. But when it was still a 
relatively new motor court, Turner told 
us Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow 
stayed in one of the units the night 
before they robbed a bank in Joplin. 

Carthage, renowned for its elegant 
1895 Romanesque courthouse, 
two-dozen sumptuous post–Civil War 
homes (there’s a self-guided driving or 
walking tour) and Route 66 connection, 
is also famous as the site of a Civil War 
battle on July 4, 1861. As was the Battle 
of Wilson’s Creek near Springfi eld a 
month later, the Battle of Carthage was 
a Confederate victory.

Also of interest in town are the 
Boots Motel, on the old road’s original 
alignment, and the 66 Drive-In Theatre. 
The Boots Motel, new in 1939 and 
originally called Boots Court, is the only 
remaining Streamline Moderne–style 
motor court on Route 66, says current 
owner Deborah Harvey. Harvey, of 
Decatur, Ga., a preservation consultant, 
and her sister Priscilla Bledsaw of 
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Cruisin’

(From left) Statue of equestrian-mounted Will Rogers at his Memorial Museum in Claremore, Okla. People enjoying 
Shoal Creek in Joplin, Mo. An antique truck painted in bright Leeway Freight Lines colors.

Decatur, Ill., bought the 
decaying old motel in 2011. Thus 

far they have restored fi ve of the 
13 units to their 1940’s appearance — 
when Clark Gable and Gene Autry were 
among the guests. 

The 66 Drive-In, where a gaudy, 
blinking pink and blue neon marquee 
once again welcomes theatergoers, 
opened in 1949. It closed in 1986 and 
was a salvage yard until it was restored 
and reopened in 1998, the last of the six 
drive-ins named for the old route still in 
operation. 

With parking for up to 400 vehicles, 
the drive-in, now on the National 
Register of Historic Places, is open 
weekends, April-September. The night 
of our visit The Avengers was showing 
on the big screen, and at 8:00 p.m. cars 
were lined up for more than a mile 
waiting to get in.

The route continues to Joplin, 
birthplace of novelist and poet Langston 
Hughes, and a stretch of Route 66 
is named for him. The town offers a 
number of attractions. We especially 
recommend a tour of the Candy House 
Chocolate Factory, of which manager 
Diana DeLee Maniace says, “There is 
no sweeter place to work.” The fi rm, 
founded 42 years ago, has been owned 
since 1999 by Pat and Terry Hicklin, 
and with a staff of 25 (40 during holiday 
season) produces 200 types of candies, 
says Maniace. Tours illustrate how 

many of the treats are made, among 
them cherry cordials, sea salt caramels 
and chocolate truffl es. The large 
showroom, where candies are invitingly 
displayed, was fi lled with customers 
the day of our visit and receives more 
than 1,000 a day at holiday time, says 
Maniace.

We also suggest visiting elegant 
Grand Falls of Shoal Creek just outside 
town. It’s the largest waterfall in Mo.,
a 300-foot-wide cascade of water 
that plunges more than two dozen 
feet into a frothy pool. Willows fringe 
the creek, and stair-steps of colorful 
cream and orange chert, water-pol-
ished to a shine, can be found at 
the popular site. 

Route 66 cuts into a tiny portion of 
Kan., crossing just 13.2 miles of the 
Sunfl ower State and passing through 
only three towns: Galena, Riverton and 
Baxter Springs, Kansas’ fi rst cow town. 
But the region has a colorful history.

The Galena Mining and Historical 
Museum displays artifacts and details 
about the area’s once-booming zinc and 
lead mining. While in Galena, also stop 
at 4 Women on the Route, a restored 
Kan-O-Tex service station now home to 
a gift shop and snack bar (open Tues-
day-Saturday). Fans of the fi lm Cars will 
recognize aging “Tow Tater” (Tow Mater 
in the movie) parked outside. 

Between Riverton and Baxter 
Springs, graceful Rainbow Curve 

Bridge, built in 1923, carried the 
highway across Brush Creek until the 
bridge was bypassed in the 1960s (cars 
can still drive across it). On the Historic 
Register since 1983, it’s the only Marsh 
Arch bridge remaining of the three that 
once spanned creeks along Route 66 in 
Kansas. A decade ago, the bridge — so 
decorated it was called “graffi ti bridge” 
— was cleaned up, restored and painted 
Carrara-marble white by the Kansas 
Historic Route 66 Association.

Oklahoma, which claimed more 
miles of Route 66 than any other 
state — 386 — is ahead. Just past the 
“Entering Oklahoma” sign is a red 
granite marker explaining that this was 
Indian Territory after an 1833 treaty 
ceded land to 20 tribes — the Seneca, 
Shawnee and Miami among them. The 
road continues to Quapaw, named for 
the Quapaw Indians, removed here 
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Cruisin’

For more attractions as you cruise this stretch of Route 66, go to www.trailerlife.com and check out Route 66: Part II Attractions.

Built to tilt to attract attention, the Groom Leaning Water Tower is a traveler’s favorite.  

year, but mainly the theater offers live 
entertainment — ballet, light opera, 
organ recitals and others, says Smith. 

West of Miami is one of the earliest 
stretches of Route 66 (East 130 Road), 
which can be followed for about three 
miles to Afton. The 9-foot-wide lane, 
now mostly covered with chipped 
asphalt, includes a gravel shoulder that 
allowed cars to pass. It’s a bumpy ride, 
but this so-called sidewalk highway 
provides a sense of what travel in the 
1920s in a Model T must have been like.

For the most part, today’s I-44 to 
Oklahoma City, then I-40 on to Texas 
follow the old highway’s route, which 
winds back and forth across newer 
roads, sometimes diverging to pass 
through the string of historic towns. 
They include Vinita, White Oak and 
Chelsea, site of Oklahoma’s fi rst oil 
well and the old Pryor Creek Bridge, 
which was built in 1926 and carried the 
old route until 1932. The old bridge, on 
the National Register since 2006, is still 
drivable.

Ahead are Bushyhea; as well as 
Foyil, which offers a 90-foot totem pole 
four miles east of 66 on Highway 28A; 
and Sequoyah and Claremore, where 
at the turn of the 20th century folks 
came for the radium baths. Now they 
come for the J.M. Davis Gun Museum 
and the Will Rogers Memorial Museum, 
a complex that opened in 1938 and 
is so exquisitely done it’s worthy of a 
president. Rogers, his wife, Betty, and 
three of their children are buried here. 
A dozen miles north of Claremore at 
Oologah is the former 60,000-acre Dog 
Iron Ranch, where Rogers grew up; his 
home can be toured.

At Catoosa you may be surprised 
to see — in a grassy valley at the edge 
of a swimming hole — the great Blue 
Whale. The 80-foot-long concrete-
and-steel behemoth was created in 
1970-72. It quickly became a popular 
roadside attraction, and swimming and 
picnicking around it continued until it 
closed in 1988. Swimming is still not 

allowed, but 10 years ago Hampton Inn, 
as part of their Land Marks program, 
funded a restoration of the grinning 
cetacean, restrooms, fence and 
grounds.

Route 66 winds through Tulsa (go 
to www.trailerlife.com for the Web 
Exclusive attraction information) and 
on through Sapulpa to Kellyville, where 
a 10-mile stretch of original road 
veers off the late 1950’s alignment 
we had been following. We risked 
the original road, two tree-shrouded 
lanes of potholed concrete — and don’t 
recommend it, as it netted us a broken 
spring on the fi fth-wheel.

Ahead, the original road angles 
through tiny Depew, where Doug Tuttle 
and his wife, Mylora, volunteers with 
Friends of Depew, were stenciling two 
dozen “Route 66” signs in white on the 
pavement. Back on the later alignment, 
continue through Stroud, Davenport, 
Chandler and across I-44 to Arcadia, 
where cherry-hued Round Barn, built 
by William Odor in 1898, is worth a 
stop. On its centennial, the barn, 43 feet 
tall and 60 feet in diameter and now a 
gift shop, was donated to the Arcadia 
Historical Society, a placard reads, by 
“the seven children of Frank and Katie 
Vrang.”

Following the interstate through 
Oklahoma City can be tricky, due to 
frequent roadwork, and in past years 
we’ve become lost several times. But 
excellent signage makes following old 
Route 66 easy.

To the west is Yukon, home of 
country singer Garth Brooks. Before 
the town was founded, the old Chisholm 
Trail, used by cattle drovers in the 
1870s and ’80s, came through town. 
Today a restored boxcar and caboose 
at Third and Main houses Yukon’s Best 
Railroad Museum, which includes a 
Route 66 exhibit.

Ahead, is El Reno, “Crossroads of 
America,” a town of murals that was 
chartered in 1889. West of El Reno, 
the 1933 alignment (replete with the 

from Arkansas, and on to 
Commerce, home of Mickey 

Mantle (hence his nickname “the 
Commerce Comet”).

Miami, ahead, was the fi rst 
chartered town in Indian Territory, 
and today at least fi ve tribes maintain 
headquarters here. Some of the 
wealth generated in this mining town 
was used to build the elegant Spanish 
Mission–style Coleman Theater.

Executive Director Barbara Smith 
says brothers George and Alfred 
Coleman were water-well drillers 
and discovered lead and zinc in the 
area in 1905. Twenty-four years later, 
George built the theater, where Will 
Rogers, Tom Mix and his horse, Tony, 
and Sally Rand were among the many 
early performers. 

The 1,100-seat theater, now on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places, has never closed, but a $7 
million renovation, nearly complete, 
has been under way for years. Classic 
fi lms are shown here several times a 
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Missouri Route 66 Association
www.missouri66.org

Oklahoma Route 66 Association
405-258-0008
www.oklahomaroute66.com

Old Route 66 Association of Texas
806-373-7576
www.mockturtlepress.com/texas/
home.html

(Above) Drive-throughs like Route 66 
Cookies are part of the fun on the famous 
road. (Right) The Coleman Theater in Miami, 
Okla., is a classic piece of architecture.  

treacherous curbs used on many early 
highways) follows U.S. 270 for seven 
miles, crossing the intriguing “Pony 
Bridge” (offi cially the William H. Murray 
Bridge) over the South Canadian River. 
The 3,944-foot-long bridge, featured in 
the 1940 fi lm Grapes of Wrath, includes 
38 pairs of steel trusses.

There are many museums to 
the historic highway along its 2,448 
miles, but among the best is the newly 
renovated Oklahoma Route 66 Museum 
in Clinton. The 10,000-square-foot 
museum’s eight galleries tell the story 
of Route 66 by decade, now with many 
interactive exhibits, as well as hundreds 
of photos, artifacts and more.

The old road loops back and forth 
across I-40 half a dozen times before 
reaching Elk City, home to the National 
Route 66 and Transportation Museum, 
comprised of an Old Town Museum, 
Farm and Ranch Museum and Route 66 
Museum, where a 15-minute fi lm tells 
the story of the historic road. 

Last stop in Okla. is Texola, now a 
near-ghost town with just a handful of 
residents. The lonely burg, so unkindly 
treated by time, has seen change other 
than its shrinking size: It was originally 
called Texokla, then Texola and then 
Texoma, before an election was held 
and Texola was chosen.

A wall on the Last Stop Bar at 
the west end of town displays a sign 
reading, “There’s no other place like 
this place anywhere near this place. 
So this must be the place.” A red 
granite marker explains that in 1952 
a ceremony was held here (and in the 
other states Route 66 crossed) rededi-

cating it as the Will Rogers Highway. 
Just ahead is the Texas state line.

By the time you reach the Texas 
Panhandle, crossed by 182 miles of 
Route 66, green fi elds and hogs have 
long since given way to open range and 
a scattering of cattle. Grain elevators 
are farther apart (to eventually 
disappear altogether), and the sweet 
farm smell is gone. Here, where the dry 
ground is trenched with gulches and 
ragged arroyos, you are unmistakably 
in the West.

One of the fi nest structures 
anywhere along the Mother Road is 
the 1936 Art Deco Conoco Tower and 
U Drop Inn Café and Gift Shop (at 66 
and Route 83) in Shamrock. Originally 
a service station and later a Greyhound 
bus stop, the building, of green and 
cream-colored tile and cream-hued 
stucco, has been beautifully restored 
and is now home to the Shamrock 
Chamber of Commerce and a gift shop. 
It was designated a Texas Historical 
Landmark in 1994 and made a cameo 
appearance in the fi lm Cars.

Ahead at McLean, in the former 
Sears Marie Foundations factory (for 
which McLean was nicknamed “the 
Uplift Town”), is a “Tribute to Barbed 
Wire,” the Devil’s Rope Museum and 
Route 66 Museum. A large cube and 
two 3-foot-diameter balls of rusted 
barbed wire welcome visitors to this 
“largest barbed wire museum in the 
world.”  

Seeing the famous “leaning tower” 
in the tiny town of Groom for the fi rst 
time years ago from I-40, we did a 
double take. We later learned that it 

had been intentionally built this way — 
two legs in the ground, two in the air 
— looking like it’s about to topple over. 
Originally a water tower, it was moved 
here as an attention-getter for Tower 
Truck Stop and Restaurant, but the 
building (formerly Britten Truck Stop, 
hence the name on the tank) burned in 
the late 1990s.

From Groom we drove west into 
the sunset, the sky a tapestry of peach, 
gray, silver and pale turquoise, until the 
color, as if on a dimmer switch, faded 
slowly to night. An hour later Amarillo 
appeared on the horizon, its distant 
yellow lights looking like handfuls of 
gold beads tossed on an obsidian beach. 
We knew this was the end of another 
part of our journey, yet the next day 
would be the beginning of the next. q
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Enjoying the  
Enjoy the Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail — 
St. Petersburg to Tarpon Springs, Florida

I
n 1888 the fi rst train on the Orange Belt Railroad arrived in St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Now — one hundred years later — a rails-to-trails conversion of that same 
railroad corridor into a protected recreational trail is in the works. The greenway 
is open for visitors who would use it for walking, hiking, skating, bicycling or 
scooting along on Segways. With tens of thousands of users each month, this is 

fast becoming a popular urban trail. Named after a former Pinellas County admin-
istrator, the Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail extends from cosmopolitan St. Petersburg 
in the south to the quaint community of Tarpon Springs in the north. Along the way 
it passes through residential neighborhoods, sleepy seaside towns, busy metro-
politan areas, sugarlike sand beaches and many other attractions. More than 40 
miles long, the Pinellas Trail offers spurs and connections with other bike-and-
hike routes to even more recreational opportunities, and numerous campgrounds 
provide the perfect headquarters from which to enjoy this wonderful path.

Section One:
St. Petersburg to Bay Pines
The offi cial starting point is Demens 
Landing Park on First Avenue South in 
St. Petersburg. Before hitting the trail, 
bike along the waterfront on Bayshore 
Drive. This is part of the North Bay 

Trail and is situated between two yacht 
basins. To the north, you’ll pass a series 
of parks and breathtaking views of the 
marina. The Museum of History can 
be found at the entrance to the pier. 
Aviation enthusiasts will enjoy a full-size 

working replica of the Benoist airboat — 
considered to have been the start of the 
world’s fi rst commercial airline in 1914. 
A great view of the bay is found at the 
iconic inverted pier. Visit before it is torn 
down and replaced with a new design; 
construction starts in June 2013.

South on Bayshore, the trail takes 
you past sailboats, the Mahaffey 
Theater, and the Dali Museum. Ar-
chitecture on the latter is downright 
stunning; stop in for a docent-led 
tour to view an extensive collection of 
the surrealist’s work. Children enjoy 
playing at the adjacent aviation-themed 
playground. Adults rest at picnic tables 
and watch small aircraft land at Albert 
Whitted Airport.

Back on First Avenue South, the 
trail threads you through downtown St. 
Pete. A dedicated trail lane, situated 

(Left) The Hammock Park Butterfl y Garden in Dunedin is home to multiple species and is a wonderful place for a walk. (Right) Heritage 
Village Garage is another quaint stop fi lled with vintage auto memorabilia along the Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail.
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Journey
by Patricia Strutz
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between the sidewalk and the parking 
lane, protects trail-users from traffi c.

Large groups of racing-short-clad 
bicycle groups fancy this area. Keep an 
ear out for the “on the left” warning that 
signals they’ll be zooming by. Dozens of 
shops and restaurants line the streets; 
you can’t go hungry here. Even though 
this is the busiest urban section, there 
are many wildlife sightings. Flocks of 
lime green parakeets fl y from towering 
palms to impressive gumbo-limbo 
trees. The trail practically touches 
Tropicana Field, home of the Tampa 

Bay Rays. Grab some tickets and watch 
somebody blast a homerun. The next 
few miles are not so picturesque; the 
trail winds through industrial neighbor-
hoods. Advisories have been posted to 
exercise caution when scheduling hours 
of travel.

Next, you pass by the towns of 
Gulfport, South Pasadena and Tyrone. 
Convenience stores, bike shops and 
family-style diners are plentiful. Feola’s 
Pizza, on the southwest corner of the 
trail and Fifth Avenue North, is a local 
favorite. Mile 10 takes travelers across 

Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail

leash.

lanes and give audible warning 
when passing.

wheelchairs use pedestrian lanes.

are prohibited.

 

restrooms, vehicle parking, storm 
shelters, restaurants, shops and 
water fountains. An online map/
guide detailing amenities can be 

found at www.pinellascounty.org/
trailgd. Hard copies are available at 
area bicycle shops and chambers of 
commerce. 

surface every 200 feet. They provide 
locations in case of an emergency.

derpasses allow trail-goers to travel 
above or underneath traffi c at busy 
intersections.

Authority buses allow single-seat, 
two-wheeled bikes. 

to backtracking the trail. Loading in-
structions and bus routes are found 
at www.psta.net. 

Nuts ‘n’ Bolts

Cross Bayou Bridge over Boca Ciega Bay

PH
OT

O 
CO

UR
TE

SY
 S

T. 
PE

TE
RS

BU
RG

 C
VB

32  TRAILER LIFE  March 2013   

TL1301 pinellas-trail.indd   32 1/17/13   4:49 PM

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.rvbg.com
http://www.truckspring.com
http://www.psta.net
http://www.pinellascounty.org


Protect
Your

AC Unit
and

Satellite
Dish!

RV OVERHEAD PROTECTIONRV OVERHEAD PROTECTION1-877-543-1087
www.GiraffeG4.com

1-877-543-1087
www.GiraffeG4.com

Call now for a pre-season special!

Pull your
rig up to a
bridge,
canopy or
tree limb.

Measure the
exact height
of the obstacle
with your
GiraffeG4.

1 2

3 4
Read the height of the
obstacle in your cab.

     Avoid expensive damage to your AC
or satellite dish. The GiraffeG4 System 
will prevent this from happening! 

Boca Ciega Bay via Cross Bayou Bridge 
— solely for trail users. The sunshine 
sparkles on blue waters, as pelicans 
and gulls swoop overhead. Turn right 
on 95th Street North to visit the KOA 
Campground — only a stone’s throw 
off the trail. Mangrove-lined waterfront 
campsites are the perfect backdrop for 
some well-deserved rest.

Section Two:
Seminole to Dunedin
The linear park runs through well-kept 
residential neighborhoods — but 
don’t be surprised to see roosters 
and hens running wild. A must-stop 
detour happens at 102nd Avenue; 
turn left and take the sidewalk 
several blocks west to Walsingham 
County Park. Weave through paved 
trails thick with palmetto, live oaks 
and Spanish moss. Next, enter the 
Florida Botanical Gardens. Stroll along 
mosaic-tile pathways through acres 
of lush tropical fl owers and trees — 
all identifi ed with markers. Continue 
into Heritage Village, a living history 
museum showcasing 28 structures. 
These last three amazing attractions 
are absolutely free. The busy city of 
Largo is next along the trail. Large 
trees overhang the trail and make for a 
shaded ride. Stop at the Amish Country 
Store just west of the trail to sample a 
Pennsylvania Dutch meat sandwich.

Through Clearwater, the trail 
system changes a bit. In some places, 
instead of the separate trail previously 
enjoyed, it now runs alongside the road 
on a widened sidewalk. 

When it does revert back to its own 
dedicated trail, there are many inter-
sections with no stop signs for automo-
biles. So be extra carefully about traffi c. 
There are vibrant trailside murals on 
this stretch.

One of America’s most walkable 
small cities, Dunedin, is next. The trail 
runs right through the middle of town. 
Cozy cafés and charming boutiques 
create a Rockwellian atmosphere. 
Head west on Main Street to Clearwater 
Harbor to fi nd a marina full of boats, 
restaurants, a seafood market and 
Edgewater Park. If you’re on the trail on 
Friday or Saturday, stop at a trailside 
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stand called Eli’s Bar-B-Que. Picnic 
under shade trees and dine on awesome 
grilled pork, chicken and sausages.

Section Three: 
North Dunedin to  
Tarpon Springs
Hammock Park lies a mile north of 
downtown Dunedin. You can walk on 
crushed shell pathways through the 
butterfly garden; 35 different species 
are found there. Another mile and 
you’re at the Honeymoon Island trail 
spur — be sure to take it. The trail runs 
along the south side of the causeway; 
you’re met with cool ocean breezes, 
a gorgeous beach and inviting Gulf 
waters. Jump in for a swim or rent 
a kayak or sailboat. The 2.5-mile 
causeway leads out to the island. There 
you’ll find virgin pine forests, great 
shelling opportunities and birding 
hotspots — roseate spoonbills are quite 
common. Back on the trail, there’s a 
beautiful aerial view of Smith Bayou on 
the overpass bridge at Orange Street. If 

Bike Shops
A number of bike shops are located along the trail. Most provide repair 
services and rent hybrids, tandems and recumbent bicycles. Below are a 
couple of recommendations. 

Bicycle Outfitters: 727-319-2453, www.bicycleoutfitters.net 

St. Pete Bicycle and Fitness (they deliver for free):
727-894-7746, www.stpetebicycles.com

Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail
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you explore Honeymoon Island all day 
long, rest at nearby Sherwood Forest 
RV Resort.

Take a right on Tampa Road; it’s 
also just a stone’s throw off trail. Be 
sure to check out the trailside osprey 
nest at Florida Street. Continuing up 
toward Crystal Beach, the trail allows 
for more wide open, pleasant rural 
views. The Suncoast Primate Sanctuary 
can be seen (and visited) from the trail; 
take a right on Valley Street. Scrump-
tious Florida strawberries, tomatoes 
and citrus are found at a produce stand 
north of Klosterman Road between US 

Easy
Campgrounds
Numerous campgrounds are 
located along the trail; here 
are some recommendations.

Madeira Beach KOA 
727-392-2233
www.koa.com 

Sherwood Forest 
727-784-4582
www.meetrobinhood.com 

Hickory Point  
727-937-7357
www.hickorypointmhp.com

Alternate 19 and the trail.
Heading into Tarpon Springs, one 

would be remiss not to visit the sponge 
docks. Turn left on Live Oak; it becomes 
Dodecanese Boulevard. This colorful 
community has a long history of sponge 
diving, and exhibitions are given daily. 
There are boat rides, sponge novelties 
and dozens of lively restaurants offering 
everything from rich baklava to belly 
dancing. If you are looking for a quieter 
conclusion to the trail, you can fi nd it by 
taking the Elfers Spur to North Anclote 
River Nature Park. There you can picnic 
among eagles, bromeliads and the 

serene tidal stream.
The Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail offers 

fantastic places to explore, multiple 
recreational opportunities and a number 
of nearby RV campgrounds. Pack up 
the trailer, visit a couple of trailside 
campgrounds and pedal, skate or walk 
your way through gorgeous and inviting 
Pinellas County, Fla. q
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(Left) A lunch break at St. Petersburg’s Albert Whitted Airport is a nice stop where there 
is also an excellent aviation museum. (Right) The docks of the city are home to colorful 
sponge fi shermen and should not be missed. 
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THE OTHER
SOUTH CAROLINA

Story and Photos by Bruce Leonard

Myrtle Beach, 
Charleston and 

Hilton Head
receive most  of

 the attention,
but       the rest of the

Palmetto State
delivers abundant 
small-town charm 

and affordable
attractions

The outboard roared to life before 
the fi rst rays of morning cleared 
the horizon, and the large 
trimaran pontoon soon parted 

the smooth water as the boat skimmed 
through the diversion canal. Pillows 
of fog hovered above the banks, and 
cormorants stood sentinel on weather-
worn pylons. I huddled against the 
chill of lingering night as fi shing guide 
Linwood Thornhill deftly maneuvered 
the boat through the channel, then out 
into South Carolina’s Lake Moultrie. 

The day before, near the bustling 
resort metropolis of Myrtle Beach, I 
had played a wonderful round of golf at 
King’s North at Myrtle Beach National. 
The spectacular course has been rated 
among the top 100 courses in the 
country, and I played this pricey Arnold 
Palmer–designed track with a guy from 
Peoria, Ill., and a father and son from 
Quebec. Myrtle Beach draws tourists 
from all over, particularly those making 
tee times, spreading beach blankets or 
looking to amuse themselves and their 
children at dozens of family friendly at-
tractions. And although a golfi ng RVer 
could literally spend months playing on 
the area’s more than 120 courses, I was 
looking forward to 

experiencing the other South Carolina, 
the one the upscale glossy magazines 
rarely feature. Tourism dominates the 
Palmetto State’s economy, with most 
travelers spending their money in the 
high-profi le destinations of Myrtle 
Beach, Hilton Head and Charleston. I 
would, however, explore Santee Cooper 
Country, Edgefi eld and Greenwood, 
communities with lower profi les 
than their big-name South Carolina 
neighbors but regions that deliver at-
tractions by the bushel, many at bar-
gain-basement prices. 

And so I found myself zipping across 
the gunmetal-gray expanse of Lake 
Moultrie, 59,900 acres of water bounded 
to the southeast by the Francis Marion 
National Forest and to the northwest 
by Lake Marion, a 102,400-acre liquid 
playground. Connected by a seven-mile 
diversion canal, these two lakes could 

(Bottom) Linwood Thornhill and his fi sh-
catching machine. (Right) A small one by 
Lake Moultrie standards, but a fi ne fi sh.
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Camping on the shore of Lake Greenwood, west 
of Columbia, makes for a splendid vacation.
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be mistaken for heaven by freshwater 
anglers, since white and black crappie, 
largemouth and white bass, bluegill, 
shell cracker, and blue and channel 
catfi sh can all be boated on both lakes. 
Striped bass were fi rst landlocked 
here and have since been exported to 
other bodies of fresh water, and the 
clamor for the prized stripers in these 
lakes can get furious in January and 
February. Lakes Marion and Moultrie 
are often referred to collectively as 
Santee Cooper in honor of the hydro-
electric power company that created 
the lakes. Dozens of marinas grant 
access along the 450 miles of combined 
shoreline, providing swimmers and 
boaters with plenty of variety. 

Yet variety was not high on our list 
that morning, unless trying to catch 
big, bigger and biggest Arkansas blue 
catfi sh counted as an array. The state 
record channel catfi sh was caught in 
Santee Cooper, and the lake system has 
historically housed so many monster 
catfi sh that poachers have been caught 

smuggling the whiskered fi sh from 
these waters to lakes in their home 
states. Yet, according to Thornhill, 
commercial fi shing has depleted the 
fi shery, and the abundant cormorants 
have impacted the number of baitfi sh 
enough that an offi cial study is under 
way to determine how much damage 
the birds are doing. But I was there to 
study how best to hook catfi sh. 

To give me the best chance to boat 
some Arkansas blues, Thornhill set 

South Carolina

me up with an 8.5-foot rod, a baitcast-
ing reel spooled with 30-pound test, 
a 2.5-foot leader, a 2.5-inch cork, a 
drift weight and a 4/0 hook. He threw 
three sea anchors off the bow to slow 
the boat’s drift in the wind, then he 
proceeded to be disappointed at how 
slow the fi shing was. But slow on 
Santee Cooper for Arkansas blues isn’t 
slow by the standards of many fi sheries, 
since two anglers caught six fi sh — 
two of which were between 16 and 19 
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pounds — in four hours. Of course, 
on Santee Cooper, anglers don’t start 
bragging about anything smaller than 
30 pounds, which makes sense, since 
it is still possible to catch beasts in the 
100-pound range.   

RVers whose passion is to master 
fairways and greens should book a visit 
to Santee, a small town that delivers 
top-notch golf at extremely affordable 
rates. From Interstate 95, the town 
looks like not much more than a place 
to refuel both vehicle and stomach, yet 
Santee surprised me with its attractions 
and golfi ng abundance. Ten courses lie 
within 20 miles, and 16 exist within an 
hour’s drive of town. 

But before cynical strikers of 
Titleists declare that there’s a big 
difference between quality and quantity, 
note these courses serve up slopes that 
range from the holy-smokes 144 from 
the black tees at Crowfi eld Golf and 
Country Club to the 114 slope from the 
blue tees at Berkeley Country Club. The 
average slope for all 16 courses is 125, 

so these are not uninspired municipal 
tracts that require little more than a 
drive and a wedge. 

In Santee itself, Lake Marion Golf 
Course, Santee National Golf Course 
and Santee Cooper Country Club 
deliver challenging, well-manicured 
layouts that rest a rung or so below the 
high-end, big-name courses in Myrtle 
Beach — yet the greens fees are so 
affordable, especially when booking a 
golf package, that numerous travelers 
stay in Santee for a week, then play 
as many rounds as daylight will allow. 
Every golfer I met during my visit had 
driven south from Ohio, and numerous 
groups of shorts-wearing escapees 
from domestic obligations do so 
annually. I only had time to play Santee 
Cooper Country Club, and I loved the 
course but felt a little ripped off that 
I couldn’t sample more of the area’s 
courses.

As impressive and affordable as the 
golf options are in the region, Santee 
State Park is equally impressive. 

Perched on a peninsula surrounded by 
Lake Marion, the park consists of 2,500 
wooded acres that somehow manage 
to convey complete remoteness while 
being just off Interstate 95. Miles of 
hiking and biking trails wind throughout 
the park, and the 150 rustic campsites 
serve up camping the way it used to 
be — when nature, not technology, 
prevailed. Lakeshore Campground 
is more isolated than Cypress View 
Campground, and the latter sits closer 
to the park store, the fi shing pier, the 
swamp-tour offi ce, and the pier cabins 
and shoreline cabins. The pier cabins 
are so convenient and well-appointed 
that RVers with boats may consider 
splurging, since cabin-dwellers can tie 
up their crafts nightly mere steps from 
their cherrywood beds.

Travelers who couldn’t care less 
about fi shing, golf or tree-shaded 
campgrounds may still enjoy the Santee 
Wildlife Refuge, a 15,095-acre respite, 
fi lled with hardwoods, marshes and 
ponds. Ducks, geese and swans winter 
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South Carolina

there, and shorebirds and raptors use 
the region as a stopover. 

Before their Santee stopover ends, 
culinary-minded travelers may want to 
sample the wares at Captain’s Quarters 
(the crab-stuffed grouper was excellent) 
or dine in the historic ambiance of 
Clark’s Inn and Restaurant. After lunch 
at the latter, I regrettably put Santee in 
my rearview mirror.

On the western side of South 
Carolina, not far from Sumter National 
Forest and J. Strom Thurmond Lake, 
sits one of the more unusual tourist 
attractions I’ve encountered. The town 
of Edgefi eld is home to the National 
Wild Turkey Federation and Wild 
Turkey Center, a complex that so 
thoroughly conveys the characteristics 
and inclinations of these birds that, by 
the end of my tour, I had to restrain 
myself from gobbling. I will not spoil 
the numerous surprises that await 
travelers inclined to peruse this wild 
turkey showcase. At the behest of 
the National Wild Turkey Federation, 
money and science have teamed up 
to preserve habitat that allows wild 
turkeys to thrive once again. That the 
NWTF then promotes the hunting of 

these birds may offend some people. 
Most everyone else, however, will 
appreciate the passion and know-how 
that went into the creation of and pre-
sentations in the nearly 60,000-square-
foot facility.

Northwest of Edgefi eld sits the 
town of Greenwood, part of the fi ve-
county region promoted as the Old 
96 District. Consisting mostly of open 
space dappled with small towns that 
possess Revolutionary War or Civil 
War signifi cance, the Old 96 District 
delivers plentiful fi shing, hunting 
and golfi ng. Five state parks serve 
up 569 campsites. The sites in Lake 
Greenwood State Park are large and 
well-shaded, and the visitor center 
imparts a concise history of the region 
and of the building’s construction. 
Countless miles of hiking and biking 
trails in the area allow travelers to get 
some exercise before they cool off in 
one of the fi ve lakes. Fine dining exists 
here, notably in Abbeville’s 101 Court 
restaurant, which serves “international 
comfort food.” Families and model-
train afi cionados should not miss 
Greenwood’s Emerald Farms. Children 
can pet the goats and ride on a small 

(Left) Model-train fans should not miss the impressive railroad at Emerald Farms. 
(Right) Various exotics as well as typical farm animals can be seen at Emerald.

The fi rst hole at Santee Cooper Country Club delivers beauty and challenges.
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Discover South Carolina
866-224-9339
www.discoversouthcarolina.com

Myrtle Beach Area
Visitor Information
800-356-3016 
www.visitmybeach.com

Linwood Thornhill
Professional guide, 843-351-4238

Santee Copper Country
800-227-8510
www.santeecoopercountry.org

South Carolina’s Old 96 District
800-849-9633
www.sctravelold96.com 

National Wild Turkey Federation
800-843-6983; www.nwtf.org

Greenwood Regional Tourism
and Visitors Bureau
866-493-8474
www.visitgreenwoodsc.com

Cane Creek RV Resort & Marina
864-992-4700
www.canecreekresort.com

Certified
GREEN
by TRA Certification™

                 We know Green RVs inside  
        and out. In fact, we certify them.  
   Visit www.certifiedgreenrvs.com 
for the inside story.

train, but no one is allowed to touch the 
truly amazing O- and HO-gauge railroad 
— a work of dedication and artistry that 
everyone can admire. 

As tourist-friendly as the Old 96 
District is, however, it seems like a 
better place to live. Lots along Lake 
Greenwood that locals considered 
undesirable a decade ago now sell for 
$400,000, and they are being snapped 
up by baby boomers from around the 
country. Excellent golf courses are only 
minutes away from productive fi shing 
waters. A major revamping of downtown 
Greenwood will soon create a new 
library and signifi cantly upgrade the 
museum. I found the local people to be 
friendly and appreciative of where they 
lived. Owners of Class A motorhomes 
who visit the region and fi nd it as 
appealing as I did may want to look into 
Cane Creek Motorcoach Resort, which 
overlooks Lake Greenwood. 

I probably will not move to the Old 
96 District or to Santee or even to Myrtle 
Beach, but I plan to return to all three as 
often as I can. q H
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by Tim Walton

Tuners and programmers can maximize tow vehicle power and/or fuel economy

O
ld-school engine tuning of 
carbureted engines was 
really an art form. Changing 
the jets, adjusting fuel fl ow 
and air screws and playing 

with the choke to get the engine to run 
properly are quite different from today’s 
process of changing values and coding 
within the engine’s computer, which 
controls several performance aspects 
including electronic fuel injection, spark 
ignition timing and shift points.

Now we talk about old-school tuning 
on engine computers, which involved 
physically opening the case to remove a 
chip from the motherboard and replace 
it with an aftermarket version. Changing 
chips (or “chipping”) was limited to the 
programming on the chips themselves. 

Changes in emission control 
requirements added a method for 
accessing the programming in most 
vehicle computers. The On-Board 
Diagnostic-II (OBD-II) connector found 

in vehicles from 1996 and later usually 
offers an option of “fl ashing” the chip or 
computer itself with new programming.

UNLOCK THE POWER
Why do tuners and programmers offer 
gains over results achieved with stock 
vehicles? Vehicle design engineers 
answer to many masters. They have 
specifi c fuel economy, emissions, 
durability, warranty repair, potential 
noise and other targets they need 
to hit as established by complicated 
government regulations. At the same 
time, the customers want power, per-
formance, fuel effi ciency and usually 
low noise in their vehicles. It’s a delicate 
dance to make all these factors come 
together in each model. 

Aftermarket calibration of the 
vehicle’s computer can unlock some 
of the power that was lost in compro-
mises programmed into the factory 
confi guration. 

Aftermarket tuners and program-
mers are particularly effective when 
combined with other modifi cations. 
The ability to change the calibration of 
the Engine Control Unit (ECU) allows 
you to take full advantage of the better 
breathing available from free-fl owing 
exhaust and intake systems.

For turbocharged engines, both 
diesel and gas, more power is readily 
available by raising the boost levels of 
the engine. Most modern turbocharged 
engines are overbuilt and can easily 
handle more boost than they run at 
stock program levels.

Programmers that control trans-
mission parameters can make changes 
to increase transmission longevity 
despite increased power and torque. 
Changes in line pressures and shift 
points can help protect automatic 
transmissions from the extra strain 
created by increased torque unlocked 
with performance programmers.

GAINING PERFORMANCE
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PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT
Earlier versions of programmers 
increased power at the risk of increasing 
the wear on engine components. 
However, the monitoring systems built 
into today’s tuners can prevent this 
and other catastrophic failures that 
the engine may be subjected to while 
towing.

Towing is considered an extreme 
duty for your vehicle, requiring more 
frequent oil change intervals, and 
should prompt you to be extra diligent 
about maintenance. The extra load 
exerted on the vehicle — and the engine, 
specifi cally — means higher oil, coolant 
and exhaust gas temperatures.

If your trailer and payload weight are 
in line with the manufacturers’
ratings, all of the stock components 
have been tested to be safe for towing. 
However, having the extra safeguards 
available with many programmers can 
be an added benefi t.

Some tuners take advantage of an 
auxiliary exhaust gas temperature (EGT) 
sensor — which is very useful, especially 
in diesel engines. If the EGTs reach 

dangerous levels, the programmer can 
defuel to reduce EGTs. It’s a good idea 
to try to keep EGTs lower than 1,200 
degrees Fahrenheit while towing. 

The design of the tuners can vary. 
The ability to choose different levels of 
calibration, including modes specifi -
cally designed for towing, is standard 
fare. Some simply refl ash the computer 
and include no other interface. Others 
include sophisticated touch screens, 
wireless connections and data logging 
capabilities. 

Some models allow on-the-fl y 
selection for power to pull a mountain 
pass and then switch back to mileage 
mode at the touch of the screen or a 
button. Built-in display gauges and the 
ability to reset engine codes are among 
the most popular features truck owners 
look for in programmers.

Some tuners allow you to change 
the calibration of the speedometer to 
correct for larger-than-stock wheel 
and tire sizes, program a change in 
fi nal drive of your truck and to change 
or remove the speed limiter from the 
stock computer.

CUSTOM TUNE
If you don’t fi nd enough tuning options 
in preset programs, look for program-
mers with custom tuning capabilities 
where a professional can calibrate 
specifi cally for your vehicle and your 
hardware modifi cations. Custom tunes 
are more useful for less common 
modifi cations or more extreme builds. 
Some have calibrations that are tested 
and designed to work with specifi c af-
termarket intake and exhaust setups. 
Look for custom tunes for specifi c 
modifi cations that you can download.

When choosing a tuner/
programmer, look at all the benefi ts 
and make sure it includes the features 
you want now and possibly need for the 
future. You’ll notice more torque for 
towing, which you can use to maintain 
normal speeds pulling hills or to pass 
those drivers with stock vehicles that 
have problems pulling grades. 

Finally, be aware that the use of 
some engine program and tuning 
modifi cation products can affect the 
coverage on a newer vehicle still under 
warranty. The engine-tuning products 
may also run afoul of state or federal 
DOT vehicle emission standards. It’s a 
wise idea to ask for specifi c information 
from the tuning-product manufacturer 
concerning warranty claims, emission 
certifi cation and the like to avoid any 
unexpected surprises later on.

SOME OF WHAT’S AVAILABLE
Advanced Flow Engineering 
The Scorcher handheld unit contains 
multiple tunes per application (per-
formance, mileage, towing, etc.) 
that are matched to aFe Power 
performance intakes, exhausts 
and manifolds. Producing up to 157 
hp and 180 lb-ft torque, aFe has 
partnered with Superchips to develop 
the exclusive tunes and is said to 
maximize all available power without 
sacrifi cing safety to the engine. The 
Scorcher Tuner amplifi es fuel delivery 
and injection timing for increased 
horsepower and torque while the 
speedometer calibration resets for 
large tire and gear changes. This unit 
maximizes control of turbo boost and 

Performance Tuners

aFe
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variable vane control, optimizes shift 
times and patterns for better placement 
of available power and will read and 
clear check-engine lights/codes. aFe; 
888-901-7693, www.afepower.com

Banks Power
The AutoMind Programmer for the 
2011-12 Chevy/GMC 6.6L Duramax 
LML diesel trucks features four tuning 
levels with the Super Sport setting 
allowing a rear-wheel power increase 
of up to 113 hp and 180 lb-ft of torque. 
This fl exible, all-in-one programmer 
plus scan tool is Internet updatable 
and includes Economy, Work/Tow, 
Sport and Super Sport settings. It 
can display a host of critical engine 
functions and provides service-techni-
cian-type diagnostic capabilities with 
the ability to scan and clear vehicle 
trouble codes. Advanced tuning capa-
bilities include adjustment or removal 
of the engine rev or top-speed limiter 
and the ability to calibrate the speed-
ometer based on tire size or gear ratio. 
Banks Power; 800-601-8073, 
www.bankspower.com/am7

Banks Power
The Banks Power AutoMind 
Programmer for 2011-12 Ford F-150 
EcoBoost 3.5L gas trucks includes 
four tuning levels: Economy, Work/

Tow, Sport and Super Sport settings 
for a power increase up to 50 hp and 
65 lb-ft of torque. Fuel economy im-
provement has been in the range of 5 
to 7 percent. In addition to improving 
power and economy, the AutoMind is 
Internet updatable and can be used as 
a scan tool to read and clear trouble 
codes. Advanced capabilities include 
the adjustment or removal of the 
engine rev and/or top-speed limiter, 
speedometer calibration, cooling fan 
activation temperature and transmis-
sion shift point adjustments. Banks 
Power; 800-601-8072, 
www.bankspower.com/am6

Bully Dog Performance
The Triple Dog Gauge Tuner or GT is 
four products in one: a vehicle engine 
tuner, monitor, gauge and diagnostic 
device all in a single unit. The GT dra-
matically improves the utility of your 
vehicle by increasing horsepower, 
improving fuel economy and providing 
a comprehensive set of monitoring 
features and diagnostic functions. 
This product is incomparable to other 
tuning products because it has the 
largest feature set and the widest 
range of vehicle applications from a 
single product part number. Bully Dog 
also has a tool called Driving Coach 

that provides on-screen feedback 
systems to give driver-specifi c tips 
on how to improve driving habits in 
conjunction with their gauge/tuner 
to enhance fuel conservation while 
getting more effi cient performance. 
Bully Dog Performance; 877-285-
5936, www.bullydog.com

Bully Dog Performance
Bully Dog also recently introduced one 
of the company’s newest products at 
the 2012 SEMA (Specialty Equipment 
Marketing Association) Show, held last 
fall in Las Vegas, Nevada, installed in 
its slick black and red custom Hemi-
powered Ram show truck. The Bully 
Dog GT for Hemi Plus is a powerful 
tuner that has applications for the 
latest 2011-2013 model-year Dodge 
Ram Hemis. It sports commanding 
features like multifunction vehicle 
monitoring and automated engine 
protection with audible alerts that will 
let you know when something important 
is happening with your vehicle. High 
customer demand for the product has 
kept Bully Dog’s engineers working 
on the development for more than 
28 months, and it’s now available to 
consumers. Bully Dog Performance; 
877-285-5936, 
www.bullydog.com.

BANKS

BULLY DOG
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Performance Tuners

Model 2185 shown in Rain Forest

Dare to compare.  Discover the Lance difference.

2 Doors. Sleeps 7. 100% Lance.

All-new interiors and ultra- 
light weight construction. 

With enough room for everyone 
to get out and explore.

L A N C E C A M P E R . C O M

Diablosport
The inTune from Diablosport is a color 
touch screen OBD-II fl ash programmer 
that installs performance programs 
onto your vehicle’s computer. Using 
the inTune’s preloaded performance 
tunes, you can increase your fuel 
mileage and power delivery whether 
towing, driving around town or on 
the highway. The inTune comes 
with programs to make your vehicle 
achieve its maximum performance and 

effi ciency. It also features adjustable 
parameters to calibrate for additional 
performance modifi cations. InTune 
delivers an enhanced user experience 
with easy-to-understand menus 
controlled through a color touch 
screen, automatic USB updates via the 
Internet and a broad range of vehicle 
support options coupled with a host 
of vehicle specifi c features, all at an 
affordable price. Diablosport; 
561-908-0041, www.diablosport.com

Diablosport
Diablosport’s Trinity features full 
refl ash/reprogram capability, 
advanced data acquisition and cus-
tomizable gauges — all displayed and 
controlled on a color touch screen 
and housed in a slim, custom-styled, 
easy-to-use device. As Diablosport’s 
fl agship device, it is the only single 
handheld device on the market that 
comes preloaded with tunes for 
gasoline and diesel vehicles from 
Ford, GM and Ram, all under one part 
number. Other features include pro-
grammable shift lights, gauge display, 
virtual drag strip and data logging. 
Combine all this with full support for 
custom tuning in gasoline, and it could 
be the last tuner you’ll ever need for 
your vehicle. Diablosport; 561-908-
0041, www.diablosport.com

Edge Products
The Evolution CTS in-cab monitor and 
digital gauge display is a full-color, 
high-resolution 4.3-inch touch screen 

DIABLOSPORT
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device. The CTS has all the features 
of a Edge CS but also comes equipped 
with a video-in port allowing users to 
connect to the Edge’s backup camera 
(sold separately including night vision 
and locking license plate mount) or 
any compatible off-the-shelf backup 
camera or video source. The CTS ships 
with a universal suction-cup mount 
from Arkon and is also compatible 
with all Edge custom dash pods (sold 
separately). MyStyle software allows the 
user to choose from a variety of Edge 
custom backgrounds or simply upload 
an image. Edge Products; 
888-360-3343, www.edgeproducts.com

Hypertech 
The Max Energy E-Con Economy 
Power Programmer from Hypertech 
is designed to offer better fuel mileage 
and more power, but without the added 
cost of other high-performance features 
that may not be utilized. The E-Con is 
programmed with Hypertech’s Max 
Energy Tuning, optimizing fuel and 
spark curves to increase horsepower 

and torque at wide-open throttle and 
fuel economy at part-throttle. Hypertech 
customers report 2–6 MPG gain and a 
substantial increase in horsepower and 
torque. For an additional charge the 
E-Con can be upgraded to a Max Energy 
Power Programmer via the Internet to 
include all Max Energy features for that 
vehicle. Hypertech; 901-382-8888, 
www.hypertech.com

EDGE

HYPERTECH
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PPE
The Standard Xcelerator series tuner 
was specifi cally designed to provide 
better throttle response and shifting 
characteristics and add big power 
without the need for expensive fueling 
and air upgrades. It provides fi ve 
power-tuning levels of additional 
horsepower and torque (40-225 hp 
depending upon model). The best part 
about the PPE Standard Xcelerator is 
that it will optimize a stock engine’s 
performance, especially for those who 
have added items such as a 
free-fl owing exhaust and a cold-air 
intake system. Another advantage of 
the PPE Standard Xcelerator is that if 
you eventually want the benefi ts of the 
Hot or Hot+2 Xcelerator models, then 
it is possible to upgrade the software. 
Pacifi c Performance Engineering; 
741-985-4825, www.ppediesel.com

PPE
The PPE Economy Xcelerator tuner for 
the GM Duramax diesel is designed 
for owners who are looking for a mild 
horsepower and torque increase. This 
unit offers three horsepower settings 
(40, 90 and 120). Torque values are 
raised to 200 lb-ft from stock. The 

Economy Xcelerator also has the 
same features as other Xcelerator 
units in that it provides the user with 
the ability to adjust items such as 
speedometer corrections, transmis-
sion tuning with online updating and 
DTC code clearing. This unit is perfect 
for individuals with stock engines who 
are looking to get that little something 
extra out of the Duramax. Pacifi c 
Performance Engineering; 
741-985-4825, www.ppediesel.com

SCT Performance
The SF3 Power Flash arrives 
preloaded with dyno-proven tune fi les 
that increase horsepower and torque. 
Programming with one of SCT’s per-
formance or fuel-economy tune fi les 
is as easy as 1-2-3. Simply plug the 
OBD-II connector into the OBD-II port, 
select the preloaded tune fi le using 
the simple-to-navigate menu, and 
within minutes the SF3 programs the 
vehicle. The SF3 Power Flash device 
backs up your factory PCM program 
during installation, should you ever 
need to return your vehicle to the stock 
PCM program. Restoring your vehicle 
to the stock PCM program is as easy 
as selecting Return to Stock from the 
device menu. SCT Performance; 
407-774-2447, www.sctfl ash.com

Stock gasoline engine programs allow for the range of octane ratings the engine may encounter, whether 
by owner choice at the pump, regional restrictions or the occasional mistaken fi ll with a lower octane. If 
you know that you can consistently fi ll your tank with high-octane gasoline, you can retune the engine and 
gain a signifi cant improvement in power. Enjoy the power but be sure to watch that octane level.

RETUNE

Performance Tuners

Superchips
The Flashpaq from Superchips gives the 
Ford EcoBoost an improved towing and 
performance experience. Increases in 
horsepower, torque and drivability are 
delivered through enhanced throttle 
response and multiple dyno-proven 
power levels. For 91 octane perfor-
mance, the Flashpaq gains 54 hp and 
68 lb-ft torque while the top towing 
level offers gains of 50 hp and 53 lb-ft 
torque up to the OEM maximum load. 
Transmission shift points and fi rmness 
are optimized for each tuning level. 
Spark advance options range from -4 
to +2 degrees. Flashpaq allows you to 
change the speed limiter, gear options 
and tire options. The EcoBoost Flashpaq 
is designed to be cat-back-exhaust 
compatible. Superchips; 
888-227-2447, www.superchips.com q

PPE

SCT

SUPERCHIPS
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by Bill and Jenn Gehr

Auto Flex Air Ride Suspension system for pickups replaces the existing 
leaf springs and the evil ride, especially for heavy-duty trucks

Technology has spearheaded 
many advancements in tow 
vehicles, but when it comes to 

light-truck suspensions, time has not 
been kind. For more than 50 years, 
there have been only a few major 
modern advances in that department. 
Traditional leaf springs seem to be 
the norm, more than likely because of 
price and the fact that utility vehicles 
have been suspended by leaf springs 
since the covered wagon. They get the 
job done, but not without limitations in 
regard to ride quality when it comes to 
heavily sprung models and, of course, 
weight-carrying capabilities. Two 
Canadian brothers, Dereck and Paul 

Legros, however, are out to change 
traditional suspensions with their Auto 
Flex Air Ride Suspension.

Auto Flex automatically adjusts 
within seconds to accommodate for 
light to heavy loads using a special-
ized leveling valve. The Auto Flex Air 
Ride Suspension is claimed to shorten 
braking distance and improve overall 
stability whether you’re towing a big 
fi fth-wheel or hauling a heavy camper. 
The Auto Flex does this by completely 
replacing the truck’s leaf springs.

Traditional leaf springs have 
a number of defi ciencies. A major 
problem is that they allow for “axle 
wrap,” whereby the axle attempts 

to rotate in the opposite direction of 
the wheels under torque. This occurs 
during acceleration and deceleration 
and is magnifi ed with a heavy load. 
Axle wrap and decreased braking 
distances go hand in hand. As the axle 
rotates, the front of the vehicle begins 
to dive, thus decreasing the amount 
of braking power to the rear wheels 
by overloading the front brakes. 
The result can be somewhat longer 
stopping distances. Albeit minor, leaf 
springs also allow for side-to-side 
movement, which is curtailed by the 
Auto Flex.

Auto Flex Air Ride Suspension 
improves the ride, handling and load 
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capability using a trailing arm design 
with air bags that is similar to those 
used on commercial transport trucks. 
Instead of the axle rotating, the air bags 
compensate for the increased torque 
and load. If a traditional leaf spring 
were to break, you could be stranded 
until the tow truck showed up. In the 
unlikely event the heavy-duty air bag 
on the Auto Flex system were to fail, 
the truck can still be safely driven for 
many miles while riding on the built-in 
bump-stops.

The system comes equipped with 
a quick-disconnect air port that can 
be utilized as an onboard primary air 
source. Attach a hose equipped with an 
air chuck and you can inflate your truck 
or trailer tires anytime. Another feature 
is the capability to dump the air from 
the air bags to allow the rear of the 
truck to lower several inches. This is a 
bonus if your trailer has the propensity 
to drag its rear while entering steep 
driveways. These adjustments can be 
controlled by a flip of a toggle switch 

from the inside of the truck, even while 
driving down the highway.

Auto Flex Air Ride Suspension is 
unlike some other replacement sus-
pensions on the market today. It’s a 
true air-ride system, not an air-helper 
spring system that is commonly used. 
Typically, air-helper springs are limited 
to 2,500-3,500 pounds per pair and 
are sometimes installed between the 
frame and the axle. According to the 
manufacturer, this location is not ideal 
for supporting heavy loads. The Auto 
Flex system has trailing arms and 
offset air bags capable of supporting 
3,500 pounds per individual air bag.

Part of the increased stability is 
attributed to the use of an adjustable 
sway bar. The sway bar made by Auto 
Flex is similar to those in the after-
market, but this unit is built into the 
trailing arms and is much heavier duty 
and designed to prevent side-to-side 
movement.

Installation of the Auto Flex Air Ride 
Suspension with auto-leveling on our 

2011 Ford F-350 dually was accom-
plished by Transwest Truck Trailer RV 
in Fredrick, Colo. The job took approxi-
mately nine hours to complete with two 
guys working together. The manual air 
fill model will take about three hours 
less to install. Transwest installs the 
Auto Flex units on a regular basis and 
offers complete sales, service, installa-
tion and repairs for trucks and trailers.

Each kit comes complete with 
everything needed for installation 
including the necessary hardware, 
fittings, air lines, a pressure switch, 
relay and wiring. All suspension 
components are powder-coated in 
black, but for illustrative purposes the 
system we installed and photographed 
was painted white.

Before the installation can get 
started, the technician will need to 
measure and note the height from the 
ground to a designated point at the 
rear of the truck for future adjustment. 
Once this measurement is noted, 
the truck is raised, and the tires and 
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1 & 2) A metal transmission jack is used to support the rear axle of the truck while the stock suspension was removed and replaced with the 
Auto Flex components. A heavy metal workbench would also suffice. 3) Certain year, make and model trucks will require the removal of one or 
two of the factory overload spring bracket(s).

4 & 5) Using the Grade 8 bolt that is provided in the Auto Flex kit, the upper bow assembly (suspension arm) is installed into the factory leaf 
spring hangers. This is an easy and straightforward installation because there is no drilling required. 

1 2 3

4 5
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Auto Flex

6) Once the lower trailing arm is positioned, an impact wrench is used to tighten the bolts, which are torqued to 150 ft-lbs. 7) Auto Flex’s 
unique design uses long Grade 8 bolts instead of the factory U-bolts to secure the lower Auto Flex trailing arm to the axle assembly. 8 (below) 
The air bag is bolted into place prior to final adjustment of the bow assemblies and the lower trailing arms. The Auto Flex system shown here 
has been powder-coated white so that it can easily be photographed. The parts are normally powder-coated black. 9) The auto-leveling valve 
is installed in the center of the vehicle for optimum performance.

8

6 7 9
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Rock-solid, slip-resistant and fully illuminated, 
PowerStep instantly extends when any door opens 
for an easy step up into the cab. Close the doors and 
it hides itself safely out of sight for improved ground 
clearance and aerodynamics. All-weather performance 
and legendary reliability set the industry standard. 
Ditto its industry-leading 5-year
60,000-mile warranty. 
Step up and call 1-800-315-9589 
or visit amp-research.com to 
find an authorized dealer.

wheels are removed. The shocks and 
U-bolts that hold the leaf springs into 
place are then removed. It’s critical 
that the axle assembly is supported 
with jack stands and the driveline 
secured (loosely), to ensure that the 
rear axle does not swing forward.

The leaf springs are then removed 
along with the spring shackles and the 
front overload spring bracket. Original 
spring shackles are installed to each 
new bow assembly, and the trailing 
arms are bolted to the axle using the 
provided 9/16-inch bolts instead of the 
original U-bolts. The bow assemblies 
are bolted to the trailing arms with 
the provided 7/8-inch Grade 8 bolts 
and fl at washers; axle bolts must 
be tightened to the recommended 
torque settings. These values will vary 
depending on make and model of the 
truck.

Next, we installed the Auto Flex 
sway bar with the adjusting end on the 
passenger side of the truck. The fi rst 
step is to measure from the frame 
to the hub face on each side. After 
adjusting the sway bar to make sure 
each side is equal, the adjusting nut is 
tightened. The shocks and air bags are 
then put into place. It’s important that 
the air bags are vertical and torqued 
to spec.

The air system is now ready for 
installation. Mounting the 3-gallon 
air tank, compressor, shut-off valves, 
leveling valve, fi ttings and air lines 
will take awhile. Part of the time is 
spent running the wiring loom and the 
1/4-inch air line along the frame from 
the appropriate fi tting to underneath 
the hood near the electrical panel. The 
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Auto Flex

toggle switch is mounted under the 
dash. The pressure switch and Bosch-
style relay are mounted near the 
electrical panel, following the wiring 
diagram in the instructions.

Prior to reinstalling the tires and 
wheels, all the bolts and adjustments 
are double-checked. Once the tires 
and wheels are put back in place and 
secured to the tire manufacturer’s 
specifications, the truck is lowered 
onto the ground. Turning on the dash-
mounted toggle switch will add air into 
the new Auto Flex system.

The leveling valve is then adjusted 
so that it sits at the previously 
measured height prior to the instal-
lation of the new system. Once the 
vehicle is at ride height, the 7/8-inch 
bolts on the trailing arms are torqued 
to 400 ft-lb. At this point it is prudent 
to check all the fittings and lines for 
air leaks. After hauling or towing your 
RV for 100 miles or so, recheck the 
ride height along with the position 
of the air bags to be sure they have 

remained vertical. Also, visually 
inspect the trailing arms to be certain 
that they have remained centered.

The Results
Prior to the installation of the Auto 
Flex Air Ride Suspension system, we 
measured the pinion angle and noted 
the height position of the headlights. 
The pinion angle was 11 degrees 
before and 10.5 degrees after the 
install was completed. The headlights 
measured roughly 36 inches to the 
top of the light beam before and after 
installation of the Auto Flex. We had 
measured the rear end of the truck 
from the ground to the pin striping 
behind the rear fender; this  
measurement was 29 1/2 inches 
before the Auto Flex was installed and 
29 1/4 inches with the new suspension. 
With the added 4,000 pounds of pin 
weight from the fifth-wheel trailer, 
the measurement dropped to only 29 
inches, proving just how well the auto-
leveling valve performs.

Road Test
The first thing we analyzed was the 
braking distance from 60 MPH to a 
complete stop. We set up a course at 
the end of a dead end road without any 
traffic and placed a couple of indicator 
cones to mark the start of a simulated 
panic stop. From the cone we used a 
measuring wheel to accurately read the 
distance from the cone to the truck as it 
came to a complete halt.

Before the project was done, Dereck 
explained that once the system was 
installed on the truck, “the nose would 
no longer dive during hard braking.” 
The concept is a little hard to picture 
without performing tests. Nosedive 
when towing a fifth-wheel can also be 
aggravated by an improperly adjusted 
trailer brake control, so that factor 
should also be checked when nosedive 
is evident. The stopping distance before 
the installation was 145 feet, and the 
driver could feel a clear nosedive along 
with the anti-lock brakes pulsing on and 
off. After the installation, the anti-lock 
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Auto Flex, www.autofl exsuspensions.com, 807-623-0590 

Transwest Truck Trailer RV in Fredrick and Colorado Springs, Colo.  
303-684-3400

Sources

10) Big side benefi ts of the Auto Flex system are the manual fi ll valve and air quick-connect to 
enable utilization of the onboard air storage tank for fi lling tires, etc. 11) Mounting the onboard 
air compressor is made simple with the kit’s universal frame bracket. 12 & 13) The project is 
complete with the auto-fi ll valve adjusted, shocks installed, air lines and wiring in place. The 
next step is to reinstall the tires/wheels and road test the truck.

14) The bow assembly and the trailing arm 
connect together with a large joint that has a 
grease fi tting. It’s recommended that grease 
is added during regular engine oil change in-
tervals. 15) Auto Flex can provide a narrower 
dual air-bag setup for trucks when there is 
less clearance between the frame and tires.

brake pulsing disappeared. With Auto 
Flex, the truck stopped in an impressive 
115 feet without any nosedive, holding a 
solid, straight course during braking. 

The next road test included a long 
dirt road with a seriously washboarded 
surface. For an accurate truck feel from 
0-50 MPH, we slowly increased speed to 
get a good sense of the road and how 
the new suspension was reacting. At 
lower speeds the ride was noticeably 
smoother after the Auto Flex installa-
tion. At higher speeds there was not a 
lot of difference in ride quality, likely 
due to the four heavy-duty rear tires 
infl ated to 80 PSI.

Towing a 37-foot, 16,400-pound fi fth-
wheel exhibited very positive results. 
Upon exiting the Transwest driveway, 
there was an immediate cessation of 
chucking as the trailer passed over 
the uneven dip in the driveway. One 
mile after entering the interstate, the 
truck and trailer combo was tested 
for ride quality over the many bridge 
decks that had previously left the 
driver and passenger feeling like they 
needed a chiropractic adjustment. The 
difference with the new suspension was 
astounding. When traveling over smaller 
bumps, there was a defi nite improve-
ment, but nowhere near as impressive 
as when encountering large dips, bumps 
and ruts.

Overall improvement in ride quality, 
handling and load-carrying capabilities 
are well worth the price and instal-
lation effort. The Auto Flex Air Ride 
Suspension system installed on the 
1-ton Ford used for this test is the 
same model that is used on 1/2- and 
3/4-ton models and retails for $3,400. 
For 4500 and 5500 series trucks, the 
MSRP is $4,400. Kits are also available 
for Chevrolet and Dodge/Ram trucks. 
A manual-fi ll system will be available 
soon and will result in a lower-cost 
system option. All models are protected 
by a one-year warranty. q
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by Bob Ashley

New fi fth-wheel and travel trailers for 2013—many with innovative fl oorplans 
focused on value and livability—were unveiled late last November in 
Louisville at the RV industry’s annual trade show, sponsored by the 

Recreation Vehicle Industry Association (RVIA).
Among the stunning new entrants was Holiday Rambler’s Presidential fi fth-

wheel, a name from the past resurrected this year by Navistar. Named Best of 
Show by RV Business magazine, the astonishing Presidential graces the cover 
of this issue. Also drawing a great deal of attention was the redesigned Montana 
fi fth-wheel from Keystone RV, the top-selling fi ver for 11 years running. Keystone 
recently received the fi rst annual Readers’ Choice Award for Fifth-Wheel Trailers 
from the readers of Trailer Life magazine. Others creating a stir included the 
Heartland Gateway, EverGreen Bay Hill and CrossRoads RV Rushmore fi fth-
wheels, along with smaller travel trailers such as the Livin’ Lite Axxess and 
Trail-Lite Cobblestone. One of the show’s most unusual travel trailers—the 
Airstream Land Yacht—featured an elegant European-fl avored design concept 
and may go into production in North America.

Eye-Catching
Livin’ Lite’s new Axxess toy hauler 
travel trailer (featured in this issue) is 
available in 22- and 26-foot fl oorplans, 
with a 20-footer on the drawing board. 
The all-aluminum Axxess has chrome-
look sidewalls contrasted by black 
diamond plate on the rear and the 
aerodynamic front end.

Columbia Northwest/Aliner has 
added one new 10-foot fl oorplan for 
2013 to the Grand Tour and Evolution 
lines. The Evolution, with black 
sidewalls and diamond-plate accents, 

has a heavier suspension, larger 
wheels and greater ground clearance. 
All Somersets have either two king- 
or king/double-bed extensions. New 
10-foot Grand Tour models retail for 
$11,000; the off-road counterpart goes 
for $12,000.

With an eye toward the full-time 
RVer, Peterson has added a 31-foot 
triple-slide fi fth-wheel to its Winslow 
by Excel lineup. Boasting a thermal 
guarantee down to minus 10 degrees, 
Winslow offers 30 fl oorplans with 
amenities that include heated and 

enclosed underbellies, 6-foot, 5-inch 
front-bedroom ceilings, queen in-
nerspring mattresses, 48-inch seated 
showers, solid wood cabinet doors, 
cedar-lined closets, solid-surface 
countertops, swivel recliners, sofa beds 
and solid wood dinette tables. MSRP is 
$77,000.

EverGreen has entered the 
high-end fi fth-wheel segment with 
the introduction of the Bay Hill series, 
offering six fl oorplans with as many 
as fi ve slideouts. Indeed, Bay Hill has 
little touches that aren’t usually seen 
in fi fth-wheels that retail in the $58,000 
range, The fi ve-slide 385BH offers 
opposing rear-bedroom slideouts along 
with others in the living room, kitchen 
and front bedroom. Features on the 
welded-aluminum-and-fi berglass Bay 
Hill include large pass-through storage 
with slam-latch doors, frameless 
deep-tinted windows, electric awning, 
six-point auto-leveling system, LED 
lighting throughout, residential style 
furniture and Martha Stewart Corian 
countertops. Also for 2013, EverGreen 
introduced the Ascend lightweight 17- 
to 23-foot travel trailers with MSRPs 
starting at $18,000, and an affordable 
Sun Valley travel trailer series with a 
welded-aluminum frame and a base 

r

SHOW
OF SHOWS
When the RV manufacturers show off 
their new rigs for the press and dealers at 
the National RV Trade Show in Louisville, 
they really bring out the big guns

Keystone’s 
Montana was 

redesigned for 
2013 and among 

the big attention-
getters at the 

show. 
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price beginning at $19,900. 
Lifestyle Luxury RV builds its 

own box tubular-steel Titan Structure 
chassis for its upscale fi fth-wheel 
line in seven 34- to 38-foot fl oorplans. 
Available with white or umber exteriors 
with high-gloss front and rear caps, 
Lifestyle fi fth-wheels feature Corian 
countertops with double stainless-steel 
sinks, large bathroom showers, cherry 
hardwood doors, interior hallway steps 
and slideout fascia. Most fl oorplans 
have island kitchens, side-aisle baths 
and entertainment centers with a 
pullout desk. Full-body paint is optional, 
as are island-kitchen cabinets and 
fi replaces. Base MSRP is $79,950.

Believing that kids spend most of 
their time outside when the family is 
RVing, Riverside Travel Trailer has 
introduced the single-slide 34 1/2-foot 
29BKSK fl oorplan that provides a 
larger bathroom and a more private 
front bedroom for the parents while 
minimizing the children’s rear-bunk 
bedroom. With 14 fl oorplans, three 
with lofts, the Riverside lineup includes 
standard features ranging from 
radius entry and baggage doors to 
an entertainment center, recessed 
lighting, fi berglass sinks and upgraded 
cabinet doors. An outside kitchen on 
the two-tone wood-and-aluminum 
Riverside has a fridge, sink, cooktop, 
storage and designer lighting. The 
MSRP for the 29BKSK, with a living 
room slideout, is $29,000. Also for 
2013, Riverside introduced its fi rst toy 

hauler—the 28-foot 24FB RPM—with a 
13-foot garage and a $26,000 MSRP.

In the bigger-is-better category, 
Dutchmen introduced a 44-foot 
fl oorplan with an 18-foot garage in the 
Voltage fi fth-wheel toy hauler series. 
The garage in the 102-inch wide-body 
3818, separated from the living area 
by a vapor wall, is one of the largest 
contained toy-storage areas in the 
industry. MSRPs range from $46,900 
to $124,035. Also for 2013, Dutchmen 
introduced four 36- to 42-foot fl oorplans 
in the more affordable Voltage V-Series 
toy hauler, including the fi rst Voltage 
travel trailer. In addition, Dutchmen 
completely redesigned the Coleman 
travel trailer brand for 2013 as it 
streamlined the product offerings. With 
MSRPs starting at $8,950, Coleman 
travel trailers are available in 16- to 
33-foot lengths.

Founded last July, Venture RV 
augmented its lightweight SportTrek 
travel trailer line with the addition of 
a 35 1/2-foot triple-slide fl oorplan. 
With limited options, the Venture 
line features eight 26- to 35 1/2-foot 
fl oorplans, including the SportTrek 
320VIK with a dry weight of 7,200 
pounds that features an island kitchen 
and opposing living room and kitchen 
slideouts. MSRPs range from $22,000 
to $31,000.

KZRV added an interesting bunk 
confi guration to its double-door Spree 
lightweight travel trailer series. The 
29IK, one of three Spree fl oorplans 

introduced for 2013, has an island 
kitchen and features a living room and 
double-bunk slideout with a pullout 
trundle bed providing three sleeping 
positions. Another bunk is positioned 
over the rear entertainment center. 
The front-bedroom 29IK, with radius 
cabinets and two large pantries, 
is among 16 of the 24- to 36-foot 
fl oorplans in the fi berglass-and-alumi-
num Spree series. Also for 2013, KZRV 
offers an attractive Sandalwood Edition 
with champagne-colored sidewalls 
trimmed with black accents and an 
aerodynamic front cap, selling for a 
$23,900 base MSRP.

Forest River has upgraded the 
Trilogy fi fth-wheel from its Dynamax 
division for 2013 with the addition of two 
triple-slide fl oorplans with full-body 
paint. Featuring radius sidewalls and 
ceiling, LED lighting, a pullout desk 
above the fi replace, a remote control 
that operates the slideouts, awnings, 
front landing gear and exterior lights, 
Trilogy is available in four 39- to 42-foot 

A stunning interior design was among the new HR Presidential’s most impressive features.

EverGreen Bay Hill series fi fth-wheels are 
offered in six fl oorplans, all with beautiful 
interiors and as many as fi ve slideouts. 

Jayco added a 42-foot, fi ve-slide model to 
its Pinnacle line of fi fth-wheels with a front-
lounge living room and 60-inch HD TV. 

DRV showed its Estates 39RBSB luxury 
fi fth-wheel sporting a straight-line roof and 
four slides.
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floorplans with a lofty 8 feet, 5 inches 
of headroom in the living room and 
6 feet, 7 inches in the upper deck. 
Interior amenities include hardwood 
cherry cabinets, solid-surface coun-
tertops with mosaic-tile backsplashes, 
walk-in closets, padded ceilings and 
specially designed sofas and chairs. 
Base MSRP is $105,000.

Lance Camper ventured into the 
towable market a few years ago and 
has introduced a lightweight travel 
trailer for 2013, the versatile 2185 
(featured in the February 2013  
Trailer Life) that sells for less than 
$27,000, well-equipped. Lance has 
also designed a double-slideout 
truck camper for 2013 that includes a 
25-inch rear-extending sofa-and-pan-
try extension. With a $37,693 MSRP, 
the Lance 1172 has a 3,690-pound 
dry weight due to extensive use of 
lightweight Azdel and Lite-Ply panels. 
New for 2013 across the Lance lineup 
are high-gloss fiberglass exteriors, 
one-piece TPO front caps, new wood 
and wallboard choices, one-piece 
molded countertops and raised-panel 
cabinet doors.

Heartland RV has given its 
Gateway fifth-wheel—new for 2013—
an edgier look on the outside coupled 
with a more residential feel inside. 
Available in four 35- to 38-foot triple- 

or quad-slide floorplans, Gateway 
retails in the mid-$50,000 range. With 
colored fiberglass walls and standard 
frameless windows, Gateway has full 
pass-through storage, heated and 
enclosed holding tanks and slam-latch 
compartment doors. Interiors include 
solid-surface countertops with stain-
less-steel sinks, leather furniture, 
solid wood cabinets, two-chair 
dinettes with matching folding chairs, 
fireplaces and a multi-tiered movable 
island in some models.

Keystone’s Montana series 
underwent significant changes for 
the 2013 model year with all-new 
interior decors and furniture. Addition-
ally, automotive high-gloss gelcoat 
fiberglass exteriors sport frameless 
windows and distinctive front caps 
with built-in LED lighting. New for 
2013 among Montana’s 10 floorplans 
is the 3900FB, a 39-foot, 8-inch bath-
and-a-half triple-slide floorplan with 
a large double-sink front bathroom 
with an oversize shower. Keystone 
also enhanced Montana’s pass-
through storage, thanks to a new 
12-inch I-beam drop frame. Available 
in 35-foot, 9-inch to 39-foot, 8-inch 
floorplans, the four-season Montana 
features an upgraded interior with an 
arched ceiling. MSRPs range from 
$58,000 to $90,000.

Yellowstone RV has designed a 
large two-person front-bath floorplan 
with his-and-her vessel sinks along 
with a full-height linen closet and large 
wardrobe across the front wall in its 
2013 Canyon Trail Advanced Profile 
fifth-wheel series with a base MSRP 
of $35,938. The midprofile 40-foot 
quad-slide 36FBQS, also featuring a 
midship half bath and island kitchen, is 
among 10 floorplans the Gulf Stream 
subsidiary is offering for the new model 
year. Built with laminated vacuum-
bonded fiberglass sidewalls on a 
welded aluminum superstructure, the 
Yellowstone Advanced Profile series 
has light cherry-stained maple raised-
panel cabinet doors and drawers, 
full-size residential stainless-steel 
sinks, jackknife sofas, booth dinettes, 
pass-through storage and LED accent 
lighting on the front cap. 

Travel-Lite offers its 15- to 
18-foot Cobblestone travel trailers 
with dry weights between 2,500 and 
3,000 pounds to appeal to owners of 
SUVs and small pickups. Among the 
hung-fiberglass Cobblestone’s most 
dynamic features is a Granicote finish 
on the front cap that sports specs of 
white, black and dark brown, creating a 
textured look. With retail prices starting 
at $17,995, the Cobblestone lineup 
includes standard power awnings, 
electric A-frame jack, 19-inch flat-
screen TV with a DVD player, roof air, 
molded Granicote countertops, raised 
panel cherry cabinets, dinette table, 
3-cubic-foot three-way refrigera-
tor, two-burner stovetop with built-in 
microwave, beveled-edged hardwood 
floors, heated holding tanks and 
heavy-duty insulation with R-values 
exceeding 40.

Jayco has added a 42-foot, five-slide 
floorplan to its Pinnacle fifth-wheel 
series with a front-lounge living room 
equipped with a huge 60-inch HD TV. 
The 38FLFS, retailing for $81,500—one 
of eight 2013 Pinnacle floorplans—
features opposing slides in both the 
front lounge and rear bedroom in 
addition to a kitchen extension. Stairs 
on the door side give the fifth-wheel 
a wide-open feeling. Built on a drop 
frame to increase storage, the Pinnacle 

Big-boy toy haulers were a big 
part of the show this year.
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has standard features that include 
chocolate-glazed caps and skirts, an 
outside entertainment center, vacuum-
bonded laminated sidewalls, pass-
through storage with slam latches, 
DiamondFlor linoleum fl oors, hardwood 
cherry cabinets and slideout fascia, 
solid surface countertops and halogen 
ceiling lights throughout.

Starcraft has updated its in-
expensive, lightweight 7-foot-wide 
Launch travel trailer series, designed 
for towing by minivans and crossover 
vehicles. With a dry weight of 3,500 
pounds, the fi berglass Launch is 
available in four 15- to 18-foot entry-
level fl oorplans, two of which come 
equipped with soft-sided rear-bed 
extensions. Standard in the Launch 
are 6 1/2-foot ceilings, front diamond 
plate, rear stabilizer jacks, outside 
storage, an 18,000-Btu air conditioner, 
a two-burner range, hardwood beech 
cabinet doors and an inside-outside 

dining table. MSRPs range from 
$12,000 to $14,000. Also available in 
the Launch, as well as the Starcraft 
AR-One, is an off-road option with 5 
inches of additional clearance, 15-inch 
mud tires, an enclosed underbelly, 
added FlexFoil insulation and a black 
awning. The 2013 AR-One is available 
in fi ve 14- to 18-foot fl oorplans retailing 
from $12,000.

Sporting a straight-line roof design 
and four  slideouts, the Estates 39RBSB 
luxury fi ver from DRV Luxury Suites 
stresses an open-living concept that 
extends to the front bedroom with 
a north-south queen-size bed that 
leaves ample walk-around space. 
A rear booth housing additional 
seating and a dining table distinguish 
the layout, along with an innovative 
bathroom-and-bedroom space. The 
entertainment area is appointed with 
dual recliners, a slideout sofa and 
theater seating offering a view of the 

big-screen LED TV positioned over a 
fi replace. Known for offering high-end 
amenities as standards, DRV includes 
residential refrigerators, dishwash-
ers, garbage disposals, Lane furniture, 
Shaw fl ooring, solid-surface and 
quartz countertops, and soft-close 
drawers in the 39RBSB. Also enhancing 
the homelike feel are real tile back-
splashes and 60-inch showers. Base 
MSRP is $112,295.

Targeting the entry-level toy hauler 
market, Echo RV introduced a wood-
and-aluminum 280APH fl oorplan in 
its Bandit line, offering a 3,000-pound-
capacity ramp door and a 12-foot-deep 
garage area. With a dual-axle platform 

All six fl oorplans of the CrossRoads Rushmore fi fth-wheel come with super-sized bedrooms.
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and a 10,400-pound GVWR, the 280APH 
is capable of bearing 5,000 pounds in 
the garage while still maintaining a 
5,500-pound dry weight for towability. 
Equipped with a full kitchen and 
13,500-Btu air conditioner, the 280APH 
provides a comfortable living area with 
neo-angle showers, a 76-inch sofa, a 
porcelain foot-fl ush toilet and a 60 x 
74-inch queen bed. Available in a choice 
of gray or white, the 280APH comes 
with hung fi berglass sidewalls. MSRP is 
$21,038.

Cruiser RV initiated a complete 
redesign of its lightweight Fun Finder 
luxury travel trailer, creating a sleeker 
exterior while dressing up the interior 
with an emphasis on comfort. One 
of the more striking additions is a 
laminated, fully ducted barrel roof that 
creates a vaulted ceiling and, coupled 
with a wider 8-foot platform, creates a 
more spacious living area. Cruiser also 

engineered an auto-inspired fi berglass 
front cap set off by a two-tone exterior. 
The F-266KIRB fl oorplan showcased 
at the Louisville RV show sported an 
interior featuring a large pantry, a 
neo-angle glass shower, toasted pecan 
cabinetry, upgraded furniture and a 
32-inch TV. Other standards include an 
enclosed underbelly and LED lights. 
Fun Finder lengths range from 18 to 
33 feet, and dry weights start at 3,155 
pounds. Base MSRPs run from $17,000 
to $29,000.

CrossRoads RV took a creative 
approach, revamping the all-new 
Rushmore fi fth-wheel. Among 
Rushmore’s six fl oorplans is the 
39-foot fi ve-slide Lincoln, a front-
living-room layout with an extra-wide 
windshield in the front cap. The 
Rushmore design team super-sized the 
bedroom in all six fl oorplans, making 
it a comfortable living area with two 

opposing slideouts in the main sleeping 
quarters. Aside from the additional 
bed slide, the master suite features 
an entertainment-and-vanity slideout 
with a standard 32-inch HD TV and 
hidden storage. Available in lengths 
of 34 to 39 feet with retail prices in 
the low- to mid-$60,000 range, the 
Rushmore features two-tone black-
and-tan exteriors with standard partial 
paint, hung fi berglass with four-season 
insulation and standard dual 8-cubic-
foot double-door refrigerators.

We just don’t have enough room 
here to tell you about all the new rigs 
seen at this year’s trade show, but 
we gave you what we thought were 
the biggest hits. For some of the 
motorized and truck camper highlights 
we think you’ll be interested in, go to 
www.trailerlife.com. And for some 
of the towables we couldn’t fi t in and 
deeper dives into some of what we did 
tell you about, keep your eyes peeled 
for more information in future issues 
of Trailer Life. q

For more from the RVIA show, go to www.trailerlife.com and check out “RVIA.”
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Stand Apart

(Above) A view of the dry bath from the shower shows a wardrobe behind the china 
commode. (Below) The polished, screw-free, chromelike sidewalls are set off by black 
trim with bold graphics and give the Axxess 8.5x22 toy hauler a look like no other 
travel trailer on the market today. 

When it comes to the exte-
rior appearance, standard 
trailers in general often 

blend in with one another. The vast 
majority of trailers feature the same 
white, or more recently, “champagne” 
fi berglass skin, and although many 
offer different graphics packages to 
help them stand out from the crowd, 
their overall impression is often times 
the same. There are a few standouts, 
however, and that small group now 

has some company: The Livin’ Lite 
Axxess 8.5x22 toy hauler.

The Axxess is a real head-turner in 
every sense of the word, with its aero-
dynamic radius front end and its highly 
polished, screw-free, chrome-like 
sidewalls set off by the black trim. The 
bold graphics let fellow RVers know 
that Axxess owners are adventurous 
sorts who like to get out and enjoy the 
off-pavement lifestyle. The Black Dia-
mond Plate Aluminum Rockguard and 

by Kristopher Bunker
WALK-THROUGH: AXXESS 8.5X22 TOY HAULER

A new SURV from Livin’ Lite features wood-free 
construction and eye-catching looks

Trim package (part of the Full Throttle 
package) ups the ante in terms of 
protection from road debris and also 
makes the trailer look great.

Perhaps the most interesting as-
pect of the Axxess — and all Livin’ Lite 
RVs — is the obvious lack of wood and 
steel in the overall construction of the 
toy hauler trailer.

Scott Tuttle, Livin’ Lite president, 
explains the company’s philosophy 
about its construction techniques, 
“Livin’ Lite builds our units utiliz-
ing aluminum and composites. Our 
frames, instead of being built of steel, 
which can begin to rust and rot away 
after years of exposure to moisture, 

March 2013  TRAILER LIFE  65

TL1303 walkthrough-axxess.indd   65 1/18/13   11:06 AM

http://www.trailerlife.com


QUICK INFO

Livin’ Lite Recreational Vehicles; 574-862-2228, www.livinlite.com. 
Circle 201 on Reader Service Card.

Exterior Length 26'
Exterior Width 8' 6"
Exterior Height 10' 4"
Interior Height 7' 3"
Freshwater Cap. 63 gal.
Black/Gray-Water Cap. 28 gal./28 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
Hitch Weight 650 lb.
GVWR 8,000 lb.
MSRP $29,950

REFER

FOLD-UP 
SOFA/BED

FOLD-UP DINETTE/
BED W/PORTABLE 

TABLE

OPTIONAL REAR 
WINDOWS

OPTIONAL 
HAPPIJAC 

POWER BED

(Left) The L-shaped galley area offers a small countertop, but the refrigerator and two-burner stove allow users to prep meals in the toy 
hauler’s interior, and there is plenty of seating for dining. (Right) A HappiJac power bed in the rear cargo area offers additional sleeping room.  

trailer’s only sleeping positions unless 
the buyer opts for the HappiJac power 
bed that mounts in the cargo area 
($1,899 for a queen bed by itself; $2,500 
for a sofa and bed with benches).

Speaking of the cargo area, owners 
should have no problem loading their 
toys into the 14-foot, 6-inch garage 
through the 84-inch door that has been 
spring-balanced so no cables or head 
springs get in the way. Six tie-down D-
rings are welded onto the frame to help 
secure your toys for travel. A pull-down 
rear screen ($489) is also available to 
separate the garage area from the rest 
of the trailer.

The front of the trailer houses a 
full-wall bathroom, a great addition in a 
toy hauler trailer this size designed for 
off-pavement pursuits. With its large 

are built of all aluminum. The same 
goes for our cabinets, our fl ooring, roof-
ing, etc. Even our exterior walls feature 
metallic painted aluminum skin.” In 
addition to increased durability, Tuttle 
says, “This makes all of our trailers 
ultralightweight, which means that 
they can be pulled by smaller, more 
fuel-effi cient tow vehicles, including 
cars, crossover vehicles, minivans and 
smaller SUVs.”

Apart from its eye-catching exterior, 
the Livin’ Lite Axxess boasts an impres-
sive interior, highlighted by a clean, 
almost industrial-like atmosphere 
befi tting adventurous souls. As Tuttle 
pointed out, all of the cabinets in the toy 
hauler trailer feature tubular aluminum 
framing and aluminum cabinet doors. 
Custom-molded composite countertops 

are a great match for the modern-look-
ing leatherette furniture.

There’s no carpet in the Axxess; 
rather, the entire fl oor is constructed 
using an interlocking Aluma-Plank fl oor 
deck, which the company says will not 
fall prey to rotting or sagging.

The 8.5x22 fl oorplan is a simple 
one, but it utilizes the space effi ciently 
and keeps the adventurous crowd in 
mind. Stepping into the interior, the 
L-shaped galley countertop, refrigera-
tor and two-burner stove show owners 
that meal prep after a day on the dunes, 
or anywhere for that matter, can be a 
snap. The standard Full-Throttle Pack-
age is also responsible for much of the 
exterior’s aesthetics and nets the owner 
a fold-up leatherette sofa bed and con-
vertible dinette, which represent the 

WALK-THROUGH: AXXESS 8.5X22 TOY HAULER
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Before Air Lift Air Springs After Air Lift Air Springs

Act now! Offer Ends 2/28/13.

ADJUSTABLE AIR HELPER SPRINGS FEATURED COMPRESSOR SYSTEMS

MAIL-IN REBATE*

UP
TO100$

Air Lift adjustable air springs 
ensure that the weight is properly 
distributed to all four tires, which 
maximizes vehicle stability. 

WirelessONE ™ WirelessAIR 
™ LoadCONTROLLER™

Single & Dual

Buy any Air Lift LoadLifter5000TM or 
RideControlTM air spring kit, get $50 
back AND/OR buy any on-board air 
compressor system, get $50 back.

WALK-THROUGH: AXXESS 8.5X22 TOY HAULER

The Axxess 8.5x22 features an aerodynamic radius front end and black diamond-plate rock guard.

shower, this spacious area is a great 
place to wash off the dirt and grime of 
the day’s pursuits, and the lav can easily 
be used by two people at the same time, 
provided they are comfortable with the 
situation doing so would present.

Additional options are plentiful and 
include such add-ons as a microwave-
convection oven ($419), a 19-inch TV/
DVD on a swivel bracket ($630), an AM/
FM/MP3 stereo ($299), an Off-Road 
Package ($799) that adds all-terrain 
tires and extra clearance, and a Lizard-
skin spray-on underfl oor insulation 
($1,000) that is a ceramic material typi-
cally used to insulate engine compart-
ments in motorhomes. Tuttle says that 
this is an option generally selected by 
buyers who tend to visit colder climates.

If you’re looking for a trailer de-
signed with outdoor adventures in mind 
— and you’re comfortable with the con-
stant gawking and questions from fel-
low RVers the exterior will surely cause 
— you should give the Axxess 8.5x22 a 
serious look. q
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Master Plan

Minimal graphics accent the two-tone paint scheme and give the Keystone Hideout 
a snappy look for a travel trailer designed for the family on a budget.         

Keystone RV continues delivering 
travel trailers in a wide variety 
of sizes and model ranges — 

with a twist — and the Hideout 28BHS 
is a perfect example. This is a family 
oriented trailer that takes the now-
familiar bunkhouse concept and ups 
that design with a pair of stacked full-
size beds in the streetside aft corner, 
replacing the usual smaller bunkbeds.

While it’s not a small trailer, at 
32 feet, 6 inches long, it’s fairly light-
weight and could ostensibly be han-
dled by a half-ton truck at the higher 
end of its factory tow rating range.

The 28BHS is priced right at 

$22,535 including a few “mandatory 
options” such as the Luxury Pack-
age ($1,015), LCD TV ($430), enclosed 
underbelly ($345), radial tires ($130) 
and tub surround ($125) that make 
the trailer that much more livable. We 
can’t fi gure out why they call these op-
tions if they’re mandatory equipment 
on this model, but they’re items you 
would probably order anyway once you 
realized what life in camp would be 
like without them. 

A few other true options make 
sense in this trailer as well, includ-
ing the gas/electric DSI water heater 
upgrade ($145), the spare tire and car-

article and photos by Jeff Johnston
WALK-THROUGH: KEYSTONE HIDEOUT 28BHS

Large-family sleeping capacity and a wide-open 
fl oorplan highlight this cost-effective trailer

rier ($235), the exterior shower ($130), 
the 7-gallon LP-gas cylinder upgrade 
($120) and four stabilizer jacks ($120).

The trailer looks sharp with its 
lower-body gray accent color, minimal 
graphics and tread metal front-end 
lower-body protective panel. Radius 
windows and doors plus radius body 
skirting are nice upscale touches. A 
dual-battery tray is standard up front, 
as are the white steel wheels, Dometic 
power awning and E-Z Lube axles. The 
standard 13,500-Btu air conditioner 
with insulated in-ceiling ductwork can 
be optionally upgraded to a 15,000-Btu 
model for $235.

A single large streetside slide-
out opens up the central living area 
fl oorspace. Front to back, the slideout 
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QUICK INFO

Keystone RV, 574-535-2100, www.keystonerv.com. Circle 202 on Reader Service Card.

QQQQQQQUUUUIIIICCCCKKKK IIIINNNNFFFFOOOO

Exterior Length 32' 6"
Exterior Width 8'
Exterior Height 11' 3"
Interior Height 6' 10"
Freshwater Cap 60 gal.
Black-/Gray-water Cap 38 gal./76 gal.
LP-Gas Cap 14 gal.
Hitch Weight 720 lb.
GVWR 7,720 lb.
MSRP $22,535

(Left) A hide-a-bed couch and a large U-shaped dinette offer plenty of room for seating in the nearly full-length streetside slideout. 
(Right) Stainless-steel-trimmed appliances and a generously sized L-shaped counter, including L-shaped overhead cabinets and a multi-
tude of cabinets below, make the galley convenient to use and offer plenty of storage space. 

aration needs. A tall pantry and narrow 
wardrobe between the refrigerator and 
bathroom door provide general kitchen 
or other cargo stowage. The bath, which 
also has an exterior entry door that al-
lows the space to work as a mudroom, 
has its usual medicine cabinet and 
small storage space below the sink.

If this trailer is fi lled to capacity with 
sleeping bodies, they’ll likely require a 
lot of space for personal items.

Occupants have several choices in 
sleeping spaces. Both the U-shaped 
dinette and the sofa bed can be recon-
fi gured into beds, plus there are the 
stacked bunks in back. A short foldaway 
ladder provides easy access to the 
upper bunk bed, and the lower unit is 
a crawl-in space.

There’s enough space in the bath for 

houses the hide-a-bed and the large U-
shaped dinette. The island-style queen 
bed is forward with the galley on the 
midtrailer curbside wall and the bath in 
the rear curbside corner.

The Keystone Hideout 28BHS may 
not break any stylistic or decor re-
cords, but its interior includes modest 
but attractive and practical colors and 
materials. Earth-tone upholstery fab-
rics complement the carpet, vinyl fl oor 
and countertop material colors. This 
trailer interior seems well suited to the 
demanding needs of active families in 
sometimes-rugged camping environ-
ments.

A small entertainment island sepa-
rates the forward master bedroom from 
the balance of the interior. Storage cab-
inets and cubbyholes fl ank the standard 

LCD TV, which can be rotated from fac-
ing the bedroom back toward the living 
space for group program viewing.

The cook can also enjoy the TV while 
working in the galley. The L-shaped 
counter has a generous amount of open 
working space, and the stainless-steel-
trimmed appliances add a classy touch 
to the area. An overhead L-shaped 
cabinet extension provides a convenient 
catchall for those using the main access 
door.

Additional storage space is modest 
throughout the unit. Outside, a large 
pass-through space abuts the forward 
wall and accesses the underbed area. 
There are the usual pair of nightstand 
shirt closets and overhead cabinet at 
the head of the bed, and storage space 
in the galley is suffi cient for meal-prep-
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WALK-THROUGH: KEYSTONE HIDEOUT 28BHS

(Clockwise from top left) Sleeping space is maximized in the Hideout 28BHS: There is 
room for two on the convertible dinette (seen set up for dining), two more on the hide-a 
bed next to it (not seen in the photo), four more people can fit in the bunk beds, and the 
master queen bed can manage two adults very comfortably.   

free movement by virtually any full-size 
adult. A porcelain foot-operated toilet is 
standard.

The Hideout represents a classic 
design of sorts in that it’s built using 
very old-style but time-proven materi-
als. Wood floor, wall and roof framing 
are filled with fiberglass insulation. The 
floor is one-piece 5/8-inch oriented 
strand board, while the roof uses built-
up radius-top trusses supporting a 3/8-
inch deck and one-piece EPDM rubber 
roof. Baked-enamel-finish corrugated 
aluminum siding wraps the trailer front, 
sides and back.

This trailer’s extra-large 76-gallon 
gray, 38-gallon black and 60-gallon 
freshwater tanks are sized right for a 
family’s worth of showers and other 
needs. Enclosed and heated holding 
tanks encourage all-season use.

Families shopping for a new group-
friendly RV at a cost-conscious price 
point may find the Keystone Hideout 
28BHS worth investigating. q
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by Tom Kaiser
PRODUCTS 
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

Slip-In Truck Cap
The ARE SpaceKap CAT slip-in truck cap converts 
a pickup bed into a highly functional space for 
storing large items, offering more room than is 
typically afforded by standard truck-toppers. The 
CAT is designed for 6-foot and 8-foot truck beds with rugged 
one-piece construction and double-sided fi berglass walls said 
to prevent internal condensation. The cap offers 60/40 rear 
doors with stainless-steel hinges, LED interior lighting and 
molded wooden rails for customization or to attach shelving. A 
unique tie-down system allows users to install the CAT within a 
claimed 15 minutes or less. q 

MSRP: $6,295 (6-foot), $6,995 (8-foot) 
330-830-7800, www.4are.com 
Circle 206 on Reader Service Card.

Snap and Zipper Lube
Help keep all of the snaps and zippers 
on your trailer free of corrosion and 
operating smoothly with Shurhold’s 
Snap Stick. The product comes in a 
small tube much like lip moistur-
izers, and because it can be applied 
with precision, the product goes only 
where you need it, and the manufac-
turer claims it will not affect gelcoat, 
clear coat, upholstery or fabric. The 
company recommends applying it 
twice a year to any zippers or snaps 
for best results.

MSRP: $6.48
www.shurhold.com/rv
Circle 204 on Reader Service Card.

Universal RV Stabilizer
Valterra’sUniversal RV Stabilizer is 
designed to help end trailer wobble. 
It’s a simple, adjustable product 
intended to add stability to the front 
and rear —   or both sides — of a 
trailer. The company says it sets up 
in minutes without requiring tools 
and folds down for easy storage 
when not in use. All-aluminum con-
struction, aside from the included 
ratchet straps, means it’s light 
and resists corrosion. Available at 
Camping World. 

MSRP: $56.99
888-626-7576, www.campingworld.com
Circle 205 on Reader Service Card.

Onboard Battery Charger
Powermania’s Turbo M430 onboard 
battery charger is waterproof and can 
charge up to four 12-volt batteries 
at one time. The battery charger 
is available prewired with four DC 
output cables and is rated at up to 30 
amps. Voltage can be regulated for 
fl ooded or AGM batteries. The M430 
provides three-stage smart charging 
and adaptive loading, among many 
other features, while allocating more 
charging power to the battery that 
needs it the most. 

MSRP: $379
888-581-8168, www.powermaniausa.com
Circle 203 on Reader Service Card.

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT
★ ★★ ★ ★★

★ ★★ ★ ★★
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PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Ken Freund

Advanced Flow Engineering
Improving tow vehicle performance requires a systematic approach. Many 
owners have found out the hard way that just slapping on one item and expecting 
it to completely change power output is a bit unrealistic. Therefore, we are spot-
lighting a company that offers a number of products designed to work together 
to achieve desired gains.

Advanced Flow Engineering (aFe) 
provides performance oil, fuel and 
air fi lters, cold-air intake systems, 
throttle body spacers and intake 
manifolds, intercoolers, exhaust 
systems, transmission pans, dif-
ferential covers and tuners for the 
automotive market. Founded in 1999, 
aFe was originally created to address 
a lack of choices for high-perfor-
mance aftermarket air fi lters in the 
automotive industry.

An engine is basically an air pump, 
and the more air you can fl ow through 
it, the more power you can poten-
tially produce. Think of it like a kink 
in a garden hose: no matter how big 
the rest of the hose is, the kink will 
determine fl ow.

Air fi lters and ducting are 
important because the intake side 
relies on atmospheric pressure to 

allow air in, and even small restric-
tions here can reduce airfl ow sub-
stantially. The aFe cold-air intakes are 
designed to greatly improve airfl ow, 
and the company reports that its kits 
can boost power up to 50 horsepower 
and 112 lb-ft of torque.

The intercoolers (also known as 
aftercoolers) are designed to lower 
intake temperatures after the tur-
bocharger compresses and heats 
the air. Some aftermarket “tuners” 
are designed with a function that 
increases the cooling capacity of the 
intercooler to maintain safe cylinder 
temperatures under heavy loads; aFe 
is among these. Testing by aFe has 
shown typical improvements of 100 
degrees in exhaust gas temperature 
(EGT) reduction and 200 degrees 
reduction from the intercooler inlet 
to the intercooler outlet. Reducing 

thermal stresses in the engine 
improves power, service life and reli-
ability.

The Scorcher Tuners are available 
for a variety of domestic light trucks 
and SUVs, including popular Dodge/
Ram, Ford and GM models 1997 and 
newer. Scorcher works with aFe 
performance intakes, exhaust and 
manifolds and is designed to provide 
maximum performance over the entire 
RPM range, producing reported gains 
of up to 146 hp and 359 lb-ft of torque. 
It can also reset calibrations for large 
tires and gearing changes. Scorcher 
maximizes control of turbo boost and 
variable vane control and optimizes 
shift points for better performance.

Both street-legal and race exhaust 
components are offered by aFe. Street 
exhausts increase power by 10 to 
20 hp, depending on application and 
other modifi cations. Large-diameter, 
mandrel-bent tubing ensures good 
fl ow characteristics, while 409 stain-
less-steel tubing prevents rust and 
provides a long service life.

Not all aFe parts have received a 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
executive order (EO) number, so 
buyers in areas with vehicle emissions 
testing should verify before purchase. 
To fi nd your particular application, 
use the aFe website search engines at 
www.afepower.com or call 
951-493-7155.

Ethanol Fuel Warnings
The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) recently approved 
the sale of gasoline with 15 

percent ethanol content (E15) 
for use in 2001 and newer 

vehicles. At the same time, 
the EPA also ruled it illegal 

to use the E15 fuel in vehicles 
older than 2001. Presently, most 

gasoline sold for automotive use in 

The BladeRunner intake manifold (pictured) for 2003-2007 Dodge diesel trucks is just one of 
the many performance-enhancing products available from Advanced Flow Engineering.
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the U.S. is E10.
The American Automobile Associa-

tion (AAA) has announced it is opposed 
to the sale of E15 gasoline. A recent 
AAA survey found that 95 percent of its 
members were unaware of E15 or that 
the blended fuel might damage their 
vehicles and/or void the warranty. 
Currently, only 5 percent of vehicles 
are approved by automakers to use 
the fuel. Therefore, AAA has requested 
suspending E15 sales until motorists 
are better informed and protected.

The Specialty Equipment Manu-
facturers Association (SEMA) also 
opposes the introduction of E15 based 
on scientific evidence that it causes 

corrosion with incompatible parts. 
Ethanol increases water formation, 
which can then create formic acid and 
corrode metals, plastics and rubber. 
E15 may also burn hotter than E10 
gasoline and cause damage to certain 
powertrain parts. For more informa-
tion, visit www.smarterfuel 
future.org.

GM Duramax 6.6L  
Achieves Milestone
General Motors recently 
announced the 
production of its 1.5 
millionth Duramax 
6.6-liter diesel engine at 
its DMAX Ltd. plant in 
Moraine, Ohio —  
a joint venture with 
Isuzu Motors Ltd. The 
Duramax 6.6-liter V-8 is a 
four-valve turbocharged high-
pressure common rail direct-
injection diesel. Introduced in the 
United States for the 2001 model 

year, the Duramax is available in the 
GM Chevrolet Silverado HD and GMC 
Sierra HD pickups, where it’s currently 
rated at 397 hp and 765 lb-ft of torque. 
The Duramax is also available in GM 
full-size vans. q
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HANDS ON HOME NUMBER  by Bob Livingston

Almost everyone travels with a cell 
phone these days, making it easy 

to stay in touch on the road. In a new 
slant on cellular technology, Verizon 
Home Phone Connect allows travelers 
to take their home phone with them and 
say goodbye to a landline altogether.

The device is basically a cellphone 
that connects to a standard-type cord-
less handset commonly used as a land-
line in homes. Setup is plug-and-play 
using any existing or newly purchased 
cordless handset. Once the battery is 
installed, the base station is plugged in 
to 120-volt AC power to fully charge the 
battery, which can take up to 3.5 hours.

From there the antenna is con-
nected to the device, and a handset is 
placed nearby and plugged into the unit 
using a common phone cable, and then 
plugged into 120-volt AC power. Before 
any calls can be made, the device must 
be activated by Verizon, using standard 
familiar wireless protocol.

A big selling point is the ability to 
transfer your home phone number 
(landline) to the device, but that’s not 
required. Activating a new number can 
be done quickly; transferring the home 
number to the device can take a mini-
mum of two days, or up to 10 depending 
on area and service.

In keeping with cell phone activation 
tradition, the Home Phone Connect is 
free with a two-year contract; other-
wise the device is $129.99, which frees 
the user from a contract. The monthly 
service fee is a fl at $19.95 with unlim-
ited local and long-distance calling. 
Voicemail, caller ID, call forwarding and 
three-way calling are included, but the 
system is not compatible with a home 

security system or other devices typi-
cally hooked to a home phone (i.e. fax 
machine, DVR, medical alert services, 
etc.). Although the device can be used to 
dial 911 in an emergency, the location 
will not be identifi ed.

Expect about two hours on a full 
charge and 36 hours of standby opera-
tion when disconnected from AC power. 
The battery is really only for backup 
purposes in the event of a power loss 
and needs to be removed if the system 
will be unplugged for more than two 
weeks. Since the base station and cord-
less handset require continuous 120-
volt AC power, a generator or power 
inverter is needed in locations without 
hookups.

For more convenience, we opted for 
an additional handset that can be placed 
in the bedroom. Prices for these cord-
less phones are pretty inexpensive, and 
most systems allow wireless connec-
tion of additional handsets with cradles 
that hook to 120-volt AC.

Clarity is fairly decent, depending on 
the cell signal. During our evaluation, 
lights in the base station indicated two 
bars out of three, which was enough 
to keep signals from dropping. On the 
other end, users were able to identify 
the caller by voice recognition most of 
the time.

Eliminating the landline and re-
placing it with a cellphone is becoming 
trendier every day; using a system that 
can be connected to standard cord-
less handsets adds a new dimension to 
phone service on the road. q

Verizon Wireless; 877-228-5774, 
www.vzw.com/homephoneconnectz

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW? »

Home Phone Connect
Verizon adds a new dimension to wireless 
on-the-road communication

                                                                   The wireless base station is the key to the entire Home Phone Con-
nect system from Verizon and offers status lights that allow the user to monitor power and signal strength.

DIFFICULTY 1 2 3 4 5
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RV CLINIC

MORE ABOUT TRAILER TIRES

Q I own a 26-foot Fleetwood travel 
trailer with ST205/75R15C tires. I 

need to buy two new tires. I’ve been 
reading all the horror stories about 
tires made in China, and your Decem-
ber 2012 issue is the most recent. I 
bought a Carlisle tire for a spare and 
was told by the salesperson that it was 
made in the United States. However, 
there is no stamp on the tire indicat-
ing where it was made. Can you tell 
me what brand to buy or not to buy? Or 
would it be to my benefi t to upgrade 
from a load range C to a D? Weight is 
not a factor. Could I go to a light truck 
tire like the person from Texas City did? 
We’re planning a trip to Alaska next 

summer, and we don’t want to worry 
about tires. 

The person from Texas City was 
also asking about using nitrogen in his 
tires. I’m a retired aircraft mechanic, 
and we used nitrogen in all our aircraft 
tires. Nitrogen is a dry, nonfl ammable 
gas. At 35,000 feet, where it is super 
cold, you don’t need moisture freezing 
up in your tires. Other than that, nitro-
gen may help keep moisture-caused 
corrosion from forming along the inner 
rim of the wheels.
Bob Maager, Perryville, Mo.

A If your current tire size has 
worked fi ne, stick with what 

works. Every tire has its country of 

THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certifi ed Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and 
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

manufacture molded into its sidewall, 
although it may be in small letters and 
on the tire’s “back side.” Take a closer 
look and you’ll fi nd it.

Imported tires from China have 
gained a bad reputation due to the low 
quality of some of those tires. In most 
cases it isn’t the country of origin as 
much as it being a low-quality product. 
I had a new tire blowout experience 
on a tire installed at the factory on a 
well-known long-time manufacturer’s 
trailer. We came to learn that the tire, 
purchased from the manufacturer or a 
dealer at retail, was about $30 per tire 
and wholesaled for just more than $20 
to the manufacturer. Imagine what kind 
of tire quality you get for $20 wholesale.

In short, if the tires are extremely 
low-priced, you’ll probably get what 
you pay for. My suggestion is to stick 
with a known name brand, pay a de-
cent price and you may still get tires 
made someplace besides the USA, but 
at least you have a chance they’ll de-
liver good service. —J.J.

TIRE AGE VS. WEAR

Q I recently read an article that suggested trailer tires 
are nearing the top end of their life at 12,000 miles. 

If that is so, what do I, who frequently makes a 12,000-
20,000-mile summer trip do? Am I expected to buy tires 
en route? I did a summer trip of 20,000 miles this past 
year. The tires appeared to be in great shape with good 
wear patterns, lots of tread left, etc. I checked air fre-
quently, using 80 PSI in E load range tires.

One of my friends puts truck tires on his RV and has 
had excellent results concerning mileage versus wear and 
has had no other tire issues either. Is that a viable option?
Paul Pirrello, Naples, Fla.

A I’m sure you’ve heard the expression “If it works, don’t 
fi x it,” Paul. You could use LT, or light truck, tires in 

place of the ones you currently use, but given your success 
so far and depending on availability of the same tires, I 
wouldn’t change them.

Your annual trailer mileage is above the norm for the 
average RVer. This isn’t a comedy sketch where trailer 
tires reach 12,001 miles and immediately self-destruct. 

That 12,000-mile fi gure refers to the fact that most trailers 
take many years to reach that point, so it’s a combination 
of age and mileage that make the tire-mileage recommen-
dation. It’s also something to look at on a case-by-case 
basis. Many owners don’t take good care of their tires, 
and for them a more frequent tire replacement may be in 
order. If your tires have good tread depth and are in good 
physical condition overall, with no sidewall cracks or other 
carcass damage, you may be able to keep using them lon-
ger than the 12,000-mile recommendation. —Jeff Johnston
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ance, but too much slope in the trailer 
is a different matter altogether. Be 
diligent about measurements on your 
truck and trailer choices and you’ll be 
fine with the four-wheeler. —J.J.

GRAND CHEROKEE TOWING

Q I have put two 6-volt golf cart bat-
teries in my trailer and that has 

made a big difference in making every-
thing work better. The other thing that 
seemed to help was to solder all the 
crimp connections to my solar panel.

My tow vehicle is a 2007 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee. I have put Monroe 
shocks with helper springs on the 
rear and that has helped immensely, 
but I am unsatisfied with the front 
springs. There is too much “float” on 
the front and I could use a half-inch 
or so more lift for four-wheeling. 
Do you know of anyone who makes 
stiffer front springs for a 2007 Jeep 

Grand Cherokee? I can’t seem to find 
anyone.
Ted Kazmar, San Diego, Calif.

A A brief web search revealed many 
companies selling suspension lift 

kits and components for Jeep Grand 
Cherokees. Among these are Sky-
jacker, Old Man Emu, Teraflex, Rough 
Country, Rancho and others. Contact 
the dealers for these products and 
you should find the suspension com-
ponents you’re looking for.

As for the float on your front end, 
I would wager it’s because you aren’t 
using a weight-distributing (WD) hitch, 
or your WD hitch is not adjusted prop-
erly. In either case, your trailer hitch 
weight is loading down the back end 
of your Jeep and in effect, raising the 
front end too much, or unloading its 
suspension as compared to normal 
loading. That unloaded suspension 
can result in squirrely steering be-
havior. It makes it feel as if you have 
a bungee cord hooked to your front 
bumper and trying to lift the tow rig’s 

RV CLINIC

FIFTH-WHEEL TOW-RIG 
SELECTION

Q We want to buy a four-wheel-drive 
pickup and fifth-wheel combination 

for snow birding but the Towing Guide 
with the RV Consumer Guide recom-
mends against it due to hitch height 
issues. Since Midwest dealers rarely 
carry heavy-duty two-wheel-drive pick-
ups, this puts us in a dilemma regard-
ing vehicle selection. I assume with 
the height variations in fifth-wheels 
ranging from 13 to 18 inches above the 
bed, there should be a hitch available to 
solve this problem. Also we would like 
to have the four-wheel-drive feature 
when we aren’t towing. 
Danny O. Reynolds, Sioux Falls, S.D.

A People use four-wheel-drive 
trucks to tow fifth-wheel trailers 

all the time, Danny, so there’s no rea-
son you shouldn’t do so. I’m not sure 

exactly what you mean about the fifth-
wheels varying 13 to 18 inches above 
the bed, but we recommend a mini-
mum of 6 inches of clearance between 
the bed rail and the underside of the 
trailer’s kingpin box area. This allows 
for truck and trailer movement on un-
even surfaces.

Bed height is about the only reason 
for taking a second look at a four-
wheel-drive truck as some of those rigs 
can be pretty tall out back. Visit some 
RV dealerships with trailers of the type 
you have in mind and, with the trailer 
sitting level, measure the distance from 
the ground to the underside of the king-
pin box area. Take that dimension and 
a tape measure with you when truck 
shopping. Measure the truck bed height 
to determine if it will be a proper fit for 
your trailer. You may find that there’s 
not that much difference between some 
manufacturers’ two- and four-wheel-
drive trucks these days.

Your setup can typically handle a bit 
of slant toward the back of the trailer, 
to allow for adequate bed rail clear-

front end. If you aren’t using a WD 
hitch, buy one and have it properly set 
up for your tow vehicle and trailer. 
If you already have one, tighten the 
spring bars, which helps leverage 
more of the hitch weight forward on 
your front axle. That should help sta-
bilize your steering and you could well 
discover you don’t need the replace-
ment front springs. —J.J.

TRAVEL TRAILER SELECTION

QI hope to make a travel trailer pur-
chase within the next two years, 

so I am trying to learn and compare 
all the information I can. I attend the 
yearly RV show in Austin, Texas, and 
talk to as many dealers as I can to 
gather information. When I ask ques-
tions such as: What are the pros and 
cons of the different types of roof 
materials (rubber, TPO, fiberglass), 
they all say their roof material is the 

best. The same goes for the different 
types of suspension systems: leaf 
springs or rubber torsion. Again, I 
cannot get pros and cons of each.

Before I make a purchase, I would 
like to have the knowledge of the 
pros and cons of each critical com-
ponent system used in the building 
of today’s travel trailers. I want to 
be able to make an intelligent deci-
sion. Is there one really good web 
source that I can go to for answers to 
several travel trailer questions? 
Hank Einck, Austin, Texas

A The www.rv.net site is a great 
place to start your search. The 

“RV Buyers’ Guide,” published by Good 
Sam, is also a great place to start for 
hardware comparisons.

In general, all of the materials and 
hardware selections you mentioned 
are fine and work well. Each has its 
pros and cons, of course, but as long 
as the pieces are well assembled with 
an attention to detail by the factory 
crew, any of the choices — wood, alu-

Check brake current to wheels with an ammeter.
The one that’s significantly different should be the culprit.
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minum framing, leaf springs, rubber 
torsion suspension, and so on — can 
work well and be a good long-term 
investment.

In some cases, such as the V-
shaped front trailer, the answer is a 
bit harder to find. It’s fairly obvious 
that the V-front end will produce less 
wind drag than the flat-front trailer, 
but how much of that translates into 
fuel economy savings is the question. 
And is the gain of, say, .5 MPG worth 
the modest floorplan compromises 
required by the V-nose trailer design? 
Only you can answer that. I am not 
aware of any definitive side-by-side 
comparisons in print or online. —J.J.

FADED FIBERGLASS

Q My wife and I own a not-so-pretty 
2007 Skamper Kodiak. The decora-

tive stickers have been peeling since 
the trailer was less than a year old. 
Dutchmen replaced one side of the 
camper with the stickers that were 
available at the time and now that 
the rest of the camper is peeling they 
will not touch it. To make a long story 
short, if I were to peel the stickers off 
I know I will see where they were from 
the fading of the fiberglass. Is there 
anything that will bring back the origi-
nal color of the white or will I have to 
have the trailer painted?
Greg Mancini, via email

A   A good body shop person might be 
able to polish dull, faded fiberglass 

to restore its shine, but if the color is 
truly faded from the sun all you’ll get is 
different shades of color, all shiny and 
bright. If the paint behind the stickers is 
shiny and the exposed paint is just dull 
from weathering, but not badly faded, it 
may work to polish it all back to a shine.

While it’s not likely that you can 
buy replacement decorative stickers, 
although it wouldn’t hurt to ask your 
Dutchmen contact, you may be able 
to have a local custom shop that spe-
cializes in vinyl trim make you some 
replacements. You might be surprised 
what they can do, especially if they can 
reference the original trim patterns on 
the other side of the trailer. —J.J. 

(continued on page 80)
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ACCESSORIES
LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint––

cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &

Ozone resistant — good to 300° F. 5-yr warranty.

800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

AIR RIDE HITCH, 5TH OR GOOSE NECK BALL

22000# rating for SEMI or PU,  bolts to 

plate or PU bed rails to mount, $1495. 

mountainmaster.net  623-451-7121.   

BUSINESSES FOR SALE
GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! RV SALES &

service facility, est. 1978, located  

in NE Oregon, view at smileyrv.com. 

Health forces quick sale, was $1.5 million

now only $950,000. Call Tim 800-338-6562

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE
CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991

To buy 800-272-0401.

To sell 800-952-0401.

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever

HELP WANTED
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS––Travel and

stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income

selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65%

commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training.

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORT IN S. TEXAS TROPICS

Retama Village/Bentsen Palm Village  

Spend a day, stay forever. Unbelievable 

amenities. RV Supersites $40s. RV Port 

Home $170s. 956-380-6500 bentsenpalm.com

MINI RV ESTATE, QUARTZSITE, AZ PARK MODEL

home. Six landscaped RV sites, garage, P/U,

two ATV's, tools. Ideal for multifamily or

group. $223K cash or terms avail. 

360-731-5031  

LEGAL SERVICES
MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $

on next RV purchase • Attorney operated.

• Go with 36+ years experienced law firm.

1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT
MINNEAPOLIS AREA-RV LOTS by the

Mississippi River in private RV park with 

full hookups, pool, views. (1 mo min)

Visit us at:  www.mrarvpark.com 

MAIL FORWARDING
SD's Oldest & Largest Mail Forwarding Company

ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES 800-477-2664

Call us about SD residency benefits

See us at www.alternativeresources.net      

AMERICAS MAILBOX FORWARDING IN SD  

LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$  

NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700 

www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

ALL MOLDED FIBERGLASS TRAVEL TRAILERS

Lightweight, Aerodynamic, Self-contained,

Remarkably Spacious Floorplans, Exceptional

Storage.  Call for a FREE Brochure.

CASITA TRAVEL TRAILERS • 1-800-442-9986

SELL YOUR RV FAST! ONLINE AT RVT.COM

Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.

50,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings

www.RVT.com or 1.888.479.1099

RV REGISTRY
www.rvregistry.com
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners
No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers    800-546-8457

RV SPACES FOR RENT
NORTH GA. MOUNTAINS PRIVATE RESORT W/FULL

hookups, concrete pad & patio, utility bldg

w/frig, sml creek in back, clbhse w/pool,  

ldry mat. Rent by mo/wk. 478-472-1959 

SERVICES
Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call  888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net

LIKE SHOPPING 24/7 IN YOUR PJ'S-
from anywhere you have web access?

GO TO www.DanMac24HourShopping.com
over 270 brand name stores & shops TRY IT! 

ACTION SERVICES, LLC
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 

Financing & Insurance – For Professional Service

Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save

over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for

professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting     800-565-4504

WHY IMPOSE ON FRIENDS?
Ask about our low cost personalized services:

15 years experienced • Mail and Vehicle Tags

1-888-494-4499 www.  myhomeaddressinc.com

TOURS

RV Tours & Rallies across North America

Alaska • Canada • USA • Mexico + Overseas

Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or 

call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897
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Private Parties: $30 per line, four-
line minimum. Add $65 for color
photo. All red text add $25.

Commercial: $72 per line, four-line
minimum, 40 characters per line.
For photo ads (limited to RVs and
real estate), add $95 B/W or $115
color. For logo add $95 B/W, $115
color. No category limitations for
logos. All red text add $50.

Display Advertising: 1” ad B/W
$395. 2” ad B/W $675. Add $75 for
color. Frequency discounts apply.

Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.
Email: kathy.schurman@goodsam-
family.com 
Phone: (763) 383-4437
Fax: (763) 383-4499
Mail: Trailer Life

Attn: Classified Dept. 
3300 Fernbrook Lane N, 
Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55447

Classified Rates
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WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES 
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA
Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC
Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede 
800-952-8496  www.fantasyrvtours.com

TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER HAULER, 330
Cummins auto, 15 mpg solo, seats 6, all air
ride, huge stor. New Horizons RV 38' 3 S/O, 
RR L/R, rustic cherry, King, 3 axle disc brks,
loaded. Sell sep. 623-451-7121.

2006 37' 3600RE MONTANA 5TH WHEEL RV.
4 slides, 2 A/C, king bed, fireplace,  
many extras. 2005 Ford Lariat, dually dsl, 
47,000 mi. Both xlnt cond. Health. Both 
$56,000. 423-476-6072 brhat@live.com

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2002 SPORTCHASSIS 4DR RV TRUCK, 300 HP, 

860 torque, Allison 6 spd, tan int & lthr, 

dark wood, 66K mi, mint cond, haul cycle & 

5th. 623-451-7121 www.mountainmaster.net

2005 M2 WHEEL CHAIR/RV TRUCK 

handicap lift pass-side, no lifting, 17 mpg,  

bobtail, 12-14 pulling, MB engine/auto,

rr seat/bed. 51K. $59K. 623-451-7121

2006 GMC C7500 RV HAULER, 275 HP

860 torque. Air ride: seats, cab, F&R axles,

hitch. Huge storage tool boxes. leather, snd

proof, 41K  miles. $49,900.  623-451-7121 

TRAVEL TRAILERS/5TH WHEELS

NEW 2013 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3:  LOADED

Only $93,013 Ask For Our Magazine Reader's Discount

New units-Loaded. Cust order avail at no chg.  

Guar Best Price! More info at 877-317-2688. 

View Full Line of New/Used Units.  www.rvs4less.net

NEW 2013 HEARTLAND LANDMARK GRAND CANYON

Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $72,900! Guar BestPrice!

877-317-2688. New units-Loaded. Cust order

avail no chg. View New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net             

EGGCAMPER LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC
EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer
EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR per.com
616-437-9255 

NATION’S LOW PRICES 5th WHEEL EXPERTS
Huge inventory of new/used high end 5ths
DRV Mobile Suites, Lifestyle, Trilogy, Hitchhiker
View units/prices at www.kansasrvcenter.com
800 835 0676 or email sales@nuwa.com for info.

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.fantasyrvtours.com
http://www.mountainmaster.net
http://www.rvs4less.net
http://www.eggcamper.com
http://www.kansasrvcenter.com
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GAS VS. DIESEL

Q I am curious about the gas/diesel 
truck debate. Considering fuel 

mileage, does the diesel truck get 
better mileage than the gas truck? 
Is the cost per mile about equal be-
tween a gas and diesel? I can never 
get a diesel owner to tell me the true 
mileage they get, they always say 
“well…”
Mike Cressy, via email

A        Fuel economy is typically much   
higher with diesels, with some 

readers reporting close to 30 per-
cent. So you can compare the prices 
of gas and diesel in the areas you in-
tend to operate in with that in mind.

It’s very diffi cult to make direct 
comparisons between the two types 
of engines because there are many 
variables. The trucks have a very dif-
ferent feel under load and different 
performance. Diesel trucks also have 
a considerably higher initial cost, and 
service, when needed, usually costs 
more, but diesels generally last lon-
ger and have higher resale value. 

Take a look at the truck’s service 
requirements, how many quarts 
of costlier diesel-spec oil each oil 
change takes, the cost of the oil fi lter 
and fuel fi lters and so on, and run 
those numbers out to 100,000 miles 
or so. Compare the costs to those 
from a gasoline-powered truck. 
That’s one factor in fi guring if the 
diesel is right for you. 

How long you keep a vehicle also 
makes a big difference in regard to 
how soon the increased fuel econ-
omy will start paying back the higher 
cost diesel engine option and other 
related costs, including frequently 
more-expensive fuel per gallon. 
Diesels also often have a higher tow 
rating than gas models, so if you tow 
heavy trailers, a diesel may be a bet-
ter choice. —Ken Freund

HAVE A QUESTION? » Email our 
experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com or 
write to:  RV Clinic, 2575 Vista Del Mar 
Drive, Ventura, CA 93001.  No phone calls, 
please.

(continued from page 12)

RV CLINIC
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10-MINUTE TECH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Drain the 
Strain
When hooked up to the city 
water, the hose was always 
in the way of the valves 
and controls in the utility 
compartment. It was always 
in the way of the controls 
or valves. To solve this 
problem, I used a piece of 
chain to take the pressure 
off the connections and 
reroute the hose to the side, 
giving better access to the 
controls and valves.
Danny Lindstrom, 
Salinas, Calif.

QUICK 
FIX

Bright Guide
To help with safety while entering or exiting the steps of my travel trailer in dimly lit or dark 
campgrounds, I came up with a “bright” idea that is easy to use and inexpensive. I went to a 
hardware store and purchased a rope light like the kind you would use to decorate your house 
during the holidays. Since the power cord unscrews from the length of rope light, I leave the 
light strip attached to the steps but remove the power cord when traveling. I plug it into a 
timer that is plugged into the AC outlet. Joe Campbell, Goodwater, Ala.
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To send your submission, write to: 10-Minute Tech, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, CA 93001 or email: 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. 
Please include an illustration or photo if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.

A Cool, Dry Place
I have a simple solution to keep stuff in the 
medicine cabinet when on the road I bought 
small plastic containers that fi t onto the shelf in 
the medicine cabinet to keep things from sliding 
around. The second part of my projext was to have 
the hardware store cut a piece of plexiglass to fi t 
the dimensions of the medicine cabinet. A vertical 
spacer thickness must be cut exactly to fi t between 
the plexiglass and the mirror. When you’ve ac-
complished this, lightly screw into the plexiglass. 
Now when you close the mirror, the plexiglass 
will be held fi rmly against the shelves because the 
spacers are on the outside (toward the mirror). 
The plexiglass also allows you to see if and where 
anything is likely to fall out.
John Harris, Mascoutah, Ill.

TL1303 10-minute tech.indd   81 1/17/13   4:51 PM
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BILL WILL BE IN AUSTIN, TEXAS. TO CONNECT WITH BILL, EMAIL HIM AT ROADSCRIBE@AOL.COMNEXT MONTH

AMERICA’S 
OUTBACK by Bill GravesBRANSON, MO.

Not far from the hustle and bustle of Branson and its 80 million 
visitors per year are the scenic and calm waters of Table Rock 
Lake, where you can enjoy fi shing, waterskiing and other 
relaxing activities such as a guided lake tour with Captain Boggy.   

People compare Branson, Mo., to 
Las Vegas or Las Vegas to Branson, 

depending on where they were last. I am 
not going to do that, although it’s tempting 
— the contrast is dramatic and very real. 
I’ll let you do it.

I am in Branson, I mean heavily into 
Branson because it’s hard not to be. Here 

you can sit by Table Rock Lake and not see another person 
until you want to. Or you can go into town, be surrounded by 
people, and sit in a few of more than 60,000 theater seats here 
and see three shows a day, each unique, probably for as many 
days as you have to spend here. And when you thought that 
you have seen them all, new shows will be opening.

The shows are heavy in music, mostly country, but 
gospel is often in the mix. The most popular show tune is 
“God Bless America.”

Branson is in southwestern Missouri, 15 miles from 
Arkansas, deep in the hills and hollows of the Ozarks. Its 
beginnings, as well as its popularity, are inextricably tied to 
its location.

The Ozarks were settled mostly by farming folk, de-
scendants of farmers from England, Scotland and Ireland. 
Staunch individualists, they were used to eking out a living 
from small farms. Their legacy here is a strong work ethic, 
devotion to family and pride in self-suffi ciency.

Branson is relatively isolated from major cities and 
interstates. The fact that 80 million people visit here every 
year seems odd, especially considering that it has no 
municipal airport. It does have a private airport that is now 
expanding its commercial service.

About 10,000 people live in Branson, but the city has 
the infrastructure of a city six to eight times its size. In the 
summer, Branson expands to that many when the tourist 
season peaks. It fi lls up again in December when the city 
dresses up for Christmas.

I knew before I came that this was the Bible Belt, but I 
didn’t know that this was the buckle — and a silver one that 
is constantly polished. Branson’s publicity machine puts it 
less metaphorically, using words like “family oriented” and 
“wholesome entertainment” — it’s all the same.

Country City
Not the Las Vegas of the East

I would call it a place where Christian values and the 
best in American patriotism are proudly on display, with no 
apologies offered or even considered. And it obviously plays 
well: 20 percent of the hotel rooms in all of Missouri are in 
Branson. The same can be said for RV facilities: 35 camp-
grounds with 2,870 sites.

Casinos have tried to move in, but the people here don’t 
want them. Theaters sell popcorn, candy and drinks in the 
lobbies, but nothing stronger than Dr. Pepper. Branson has 
its share of pubs and bars, but to work there a person has 
to take a liquor training course conducted by the city. The 
intent is to have “responsible sellers of alcohol.”

Branson’s 174-page vacation guide says on its cover that 
the city “shines the spotlight on you.” And they mean just 
that. If a magician needs a person to suspend in midair, he 
always fi nds someone in the audience eager to go on stage 
and be suspended. When “Elvis” needs a girl to sing to — 
well, they line up for that. It’s all in good fun.

Our military veterans are recognized and saluted at 
every show. I am amazed at how many veterans there are in 
an audience when we are asked to stand.

I always leave Branson feeling good about this country.
Welcome to America’s Outback. q

TL1303 americas outback.indd   82 1/17/13   4:52 PM
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Imagine what you could do with a vehicle 
that has the spacious comfort and 
convenience of a larger motorhome but with 
much better fuel economy and driveability.

To fi nd out why Roadtrek is the #1 selling North American class B 
motorhome (camper van), visit us at www.roadtrek.com/TLM or 
call us toll free at 1-888-ROADTREK (762-3873).

• 15 to 22 miles per gallon

•  Easy to drive & park, use 
everyday

•  Automotive styling (helps 
avoid RV parking restrictions, 
keep it at home)

• Seats up to 7

• Comfortable to drive in

• Comfortable to live in

• Bathroom with shower

•  Separate eating & sleeping 
areas

• Sleeps up to 4

• Up to king-size bed

•  4 year/48,000 mile 
motorhome warranty

Whether driving cross-country or just cross-town, enjoy 
the convenience of having your own kitchen, bathroom, 
changeroom, family room and bedroom in a fuel effi cient 
vehicle that fi ts in a normal parking space and can be 
used as a second car.

DRIVE
WHERE YOU 

WANT

SAVE
WHERE YOU 

WANT

PARK
WHERE YOU 

WANT

Roadtrek, Circle 108 on Reader Service Card

http://www.trailerlife.com
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Faithnet Funding, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card
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Welcome to our digital edition of Trailer Life magazine. This format makes it
easy for you to navigate the magazine and provides direct links to Internet
sites of our advertisers, our TrailerLife.com web site, and many web sites to
supplement our editorial features.

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital Trailer Life magazine, and we encourage your
comments and suggestions to our editor at sbourdon@goodsamfamily.com

Click on the TrailerLife.com button to go directly 
to our Web site.

Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring you back
to this page.

Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table of
Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.

Click on the Arrow buttons to navigate between pages.

Click on the Magnify glass buttons to zoom in and zoom out.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital Trailer Life:

When the hand icon changes to a pointing finger, it indicates a link to a 
web site or to another page in the magazine.

http://www.trailerlife.com
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