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Connect with us...

Something
for Everyone
Seize the Off-Season

We are already deep into the season in which many RVers head toward warmer
climates. They may be full-timers, living in their rigs year-round or snow-

birds that just like to flock to the southern states from their homes in the north for
an extended stay. Even weekenders and frequent RV vacationers tend to steer
south, or not go far from home, when the mercury drops below a certain point and
the calendar goes past a certain page. But there are always the intrepid explorers
who brave the elements, too.

Whichever type of RVer you may happen to be, we have something for you in this
issue of Trailer Life.

If you’re looking for cool places to relax in natural hot water, then you should
check out Associate Editor Amanda Lepinski’s tour of hot springs and spa resorts
that cater to RV travelers. In addition to the healing and soothing warm mineral 
waters that these places are famous for, many feature a host of other spa services,
some offer golf courses and fitness facilities, and all either have their own camp-
grounds, or are near campgrounds with a variety of accommodations.

Shopping for a live-in rig? Scan Managing Editor Tom Kaiser’s roundup of free-
wheeling homes on the road for full-timers. There are a dozen examples of fifth-
wheels and roomy travel trailers that might be just what you’re looking for to help
take that next big step. These rigs typically carry high-end offerings in the way of
residential-quality furniture and appliances, offer superior construction for ex-
tended durability, and are designed for comfort on a day-to-day basis. 

Enjoy getting out and bracing yourself against the cold to enjoy the outdoors
during winter? We included some tips from contributing author Brad Clayton on
how to dress up your rig in case it didn’t come with a “winter coat” from the factory.
Clayton demonstrates how to use simple supplies found in hardware stores or RV
parts retailers to upgrade and further insulate your rig to give it better cold-weather
protection and livability.

Aside from these three primary feature stories, we’ll take you along the fasci-
nating Black Bear Byway through Florida’s wild backcountry (a side of the Sunshine
State you probably didn’t know existed) as part of the Trailer Life Scenic Route 
Series; give you the inside story on transmission filter technology and why treating
your transmission like your best friend is a good idea; walk you through a set of
electrical-system upgrades that could help you start any engine —first-time, every-
time — and offer a peek into a redesigned and affordable family-oriented travel
trailer that’s about to hit market. q

– Stuart Bourdon, editor-in-chief

facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine  twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

Online Watch for regular Scenic Route Series companion 
blog updates on www.trailerlife.com as contributing

author Alan Rider discovers America’s Scenic Byways on the
road in an RV.
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Write to: Trailer Life, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N., Suite 200, Minneapolis, MN 55447
or e-mail info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.TALK TO US!

Old St. Augustine
In reference to August issue’s “America’s Outback,” Florida's St. Augustine is
and always was a city from the time it was founded. Jamestown was always a
settlement, never a city. Furthermore, it no longer exists as a settlement, let
alone a city as St. Augustine and Santa Fe do. While on the subject of my fa-
vorite Florida destination, why not visit in 2014, its 400th anniversary? For RV
camping, try North Beach Camp Resort, on A1A north of St. Augustine. It’s a
little bit of old Florida. Sites are sandy, set in live oak and palmetto, with the In-
tracoastal Waterway on one side and the ocean on the other. We have loved it
for many years — both the city and the North Beach Camp Resort. 
- Sue and Don Pierce, Brewer, Maine

» Yes, Sue and Don, Jamestown, Va., is and remains the first perma-
nent settlement in the U.S., while St. Augustine, Fla., is a city founded
in 1565, making it America's oldest continually occupied city. You're

also correct about the recreation possibilities near St. Augustine. We recommend
checking out the Ocala National Forest (page 20) and its many RV campgrounds. The
Faver-Dykes State Park is also a short drive, just south of town off US Highway 1. It has
many full-facility campsites and many activities and amenities to enhance your stay.

Unhappy Campers
We were on the last leg of our trip
home when we arrived at our next
destination in Santa Fe, N.M., the
Trailer Ranch RV Resort. Beware of
this [and other] park’s so-called escort
and/or guide for your RV that leads you
into your designated spot because it is
their policy due to their insurance.

Lesson learned: Never allow the
escort/guide to give the designated
driver of your RV directions into a spot
unless your significant other is with
you and your travel trailer at the same
time to verify that everything is clear
and safe for your RV to be placed into
the spot. Listen to your significant
other as well.

Why? No matter whether it is the
resort(s)/park(s) policy, if there is
damage to your rig due to its 
employee or owner who guides you
into the spot, its insurance company
will claim not to have any liability and
will not help with the expense of re-
pair whatsoever because you were the
driver. Of all the years that we have
been traveling with our trailer, this
has never ever happened to us before.

The park policy and insurance 
policy is to protect the park only. Don’t
let this happen to you!
Sheri and Ken Mandell, 
Dammeron Valley, Utah

No More Stiff Necks!
I would like to take all the RV industry
engineers and sit them down facing
one wall and watch a TV that is on a
sidewall. Have you ever tried this?
After about 30 minutes I have a stiff
neck and I would bet I have a number
of other RV owners out there that
would agree with me. Try it; I don’t
think you will like it.
Bud Allen, Fredericktown, Mo.

Great Sam Club
One of your RV parks, Canyon Trails RV
Park (1200 Industrial Road, Boulder
City, Nev.), deserves to be recognized for
going beyond the norm and giving Good
Sam another gold star for RV help. 

We were on a trip from Washington
State to Oregon, Idaho, Utah, Arizona,
Nevada, California and then home
through Oregon. After we set out in
our fifth-wheel, its air conditioner
broke. Because it was under warranty,
we decided to wait until we got home
to have it repaired. 

We managed okay until we got to
Boulder City, Nev., on May 14. We
wanted to stay three nights, but only
stayed two due to the heat. We then
visited Las Vegas and it was 113 
degrees — 100 degrees by 11 a.m. 

The campground knew our air
conditioner was broken, so they
opened up their TV lounge/kitchen 
facility to us. They let us stay in the
air-conditioned rec room all night
and loaned us a giant box fan. They
just told us to draw the drapes and
lock the door as we left. 

I did not expect such courteous
and accommodating service from the
owners of this RV park. We’ve never
been here, but I can guarantee you
that if I ever go back to visit that area

I’ll be staying there. 
We’ve been Good Sam members

since 1997 and have never enjoyed or
appreciated RV park owners like this.
We were even reimbursed for our
third night, as we decided to move on
early.

We will remember this trip for a
long time. After we got home the air
conditioner was replaced with a new
one. The factory had failed to fill it
with refrigerant. 
Doug & Dee Moser, Benton City, Wash. q

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

How would you rate
your RV DIY skills?

49% Intermediate: I leave  
the tough stuff to the pros

30% Gearhead: I try to do every-
thing myself

16% Novice: Always interested
in learning more

5% No way!: Turning a wrench is
no vacation for me

AMERICA’S OLDEST PLACES

www.trailerlife.com
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by Amanda Lepinski

First appearing on a Euro-
pean map in about 1607,
Campobello Island has
since achieved abundant
history as well as boasting
more than 100,000 annual
visitors. Campobello Island,
located in New Brunswick,
Canada, is just off shore
from the eastern-most city
in the United States, Lubec,
Maine. The island’s begin-
nings were sustained by the
fishing industry, which con-
tinues to be the primary
trade of the island today. 

Fishing wasn’t always
the draw to Campobello 
Island. The 1880s brought
leisure time to many indus-
trial socialites from New
York City, Boston, Philadel-
phia, Montreal and Ottowa
to Campobello Island for
summer vacations. In fact,
Franklin D. Roosevelt first

visited the island with his
family in 1883 when he was
just one year old. Roo-
sevelt’s father, James,
bought land on Campobello
Island and had a summer
home built; many other
families followed suit. And
though the leisure industry
created jobs for those work-
ing in construction and food
production, fishing contin-
ued to flourish, keeping the
island’s economy afloat. 

Throughout the first half
of the 20th century, the
Campobello Island resort
and leisure business
changed ownership and
popularity. And in 1959, a
gift of land from the original
summer colonists was used
to establish Herring Cove
Provincial Park, a 1,049-
acre area of Campobello 
Island. Today, Herring Cove

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS

AROUND
THE BEND

International Delight
Bordering Two Countries, Campobello Island Mixes History with Industry

Provincial Park is home to
88 campsites (40 with elec-
trical hookups), six hiking
trails of various lengths, a
nine-hole golf course, pro
shop and restaurant. The 
island also has a variety of
land and sea wildlife sure to
impress any visitor. For a
unique experience, stroll
along the one-mile beach-
front and see cliffs, rich bog
and sea urchin, or watch for
bald eagles, osprey and
beavers when hitting the
nearby trails. 

Roosevelt Campobello
International Park shares
the island with Herring
Cove Provincial Park, en-
compassing more than
2,800 acres of forest, bog
and seashore. Established
in 1964, Roosevelt Campo-
bello International Park was
founded as a memorial to

President Roosevelt and a
symbol of the close rela-
tionship between the United
States and Canada. Flower
gardens, trails, vistas and
four lighthouses highlight
the scenery at the park. 
Visitors can also tour the
34-room Roosevelt summer
home with a guided tour.
Guides explain life as it was
for the Roosevelts and give
insight into the home’s con-
struction and design. The
park is open daily and offers
a complimentary guided 
exhibit called “Tea with
Eleanor,” detailing
Eleanor’s life on Campbello
Island as well as compli-
mentary tea and cookies to
guests; 
506-752-2922,
www.nps.gov/roca; 
506-752-7010, 
www.campobello.com.
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Explore 30 New England scenic
treasures spread throughout Con-
necticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island and
Vermont. “Backroads of New Eng-
land,” by Kim Knox Beckius and
William H. John, is a detailed
guide to these East Coast destina-
tions while driving through the
roads less traveled. Each chapter
describes the route, provides 
photos of tourist and historical 
attractions as well as recommen-
dations to discover and capture
the best scenery; MSRP $22.99,
www.amazon.com.

AROUND
THE BEND

Road Reads

NEWSWIRE

RV/MH Hall of Fame
Reaches Goal Early
The Elkhart, Ind.-based RV/MH Hall of
Fame reached its $100,000 fundrais-
ing goal one month before the August
31 deadline. RV/MH Hall of Fame
President Darryl Searer said, “I am
overwhelmed by the generosity of all
those individuals and companies who
contributed and helped us achieve this
success,” proving that people and
companies want the Hall to succeed
and prosper; 800-378-8694,
www.rvmhhalloffame.org.

California Parks Saved
by Discovered Funds 
In August, Calif. Governor, Jerry
Brown, announced that $54 million of
state park funding was found and will
be distributed to California parks for
repairs, upgrades and matching donor
contributions. Stressing the mistake
was a fluke, Brown assures donors
and state residents that funding will
keep more parks open with mainte-
nance updates and that the mishap
will not be repeated; 800-777-0369,
www.parks.ca.gov.

Komfort 2410RK is a 
Consumers Digest Best Buy
The May/June 2012 issue of 
Consumers Digest named the Komfort
2410RK travel trailer by Dutchmen
Manufacturing a Best Buy travel
trailer due to a combination of product
features, performance, price and ease
of towing. The Best Buy title is
awarded to less than 3 percent of the
products competing in any category.
Komfort models are designed for
camping in most types of weather;
574-537-0600, www.dutchmen.com.

ACHIEVEMENT PARKS RV SPOTLIGHT

After two successful rallies in 2012,
Good Sam is set to host its third rally
on November 2–4, at Daytona Inter-
national Speedway in Daytona
Beach, Fla. Good Sam Rallies, pre-
sented by Dish, always include top-
notch entertainment and the
Daytona event will be a blockbuster.
It includes live entertainment by the
“Queen of Country” Reba McEntire,
and hot new pop star Katherine
McPhee. All Good Sam Rallies also

include popular attractions such as
more than 120 seminars lead by RV-
industry experts and leaders, a rally
dog show and the Vintage RV Village,
courtesy of the RV/MH Hall of Fame
based Elkhart, Ind., where rally-
goers can see how the RV lifestyle
has transformed itself, our country
and our lifestyles over the past 100
years. Vendors and optional tours
will also be available; 877-749-7122,
www.therally.com.

Third 2012 Good Sam
Rally Hits Daytona Beach
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A Different Kind of Park
The ND Indoor RV Park is a North
Dakota-based facility that accommo-
dates up to 240 RVs spread among 10
insulated buildings. Each building 
includes eight bays with three RV pads
per bay, three overhead doors and two
service-entry doors. In addition, each
building has carbon monoxide and
smoke detectors, climate control and
air exchanger ventilation. Full hookups
are available for each RV pad and the
utilities are included in the monthly
rent. The ND Indoor RV Park also has
a common building with an outdoor
patio and grilling area, laundry serv-
ice, vending machines, public rest-
rooms, management office and
on-site manager apartments. Leases
are offered in six- or 12-month incre-
ments. Call ahead to inquire about re-
strictions on size and type of RV, and
for more information; 701-293-7909,
www.ndindoorrvpark.com.

With an average gross
vehicle weight rating
(GVWR) of about 7,000
pounds, the 2013 White
Hawk line of travel trail-
ers from Jayco offers a
relatively easy tow. 
Despite the small load,
families can rest easy as
White Hawks sleep up to
10 people and have an
interior height of 78
inches, while 36-inch

slideouts offer the extra
space needed to ensure
a comfortable trip, no
matter your family size.
MaxView windows (60
inches on standard
dinette floorplans, 70
inches on U-shaped
dinettes) offer expansive
views wherever your
travels take you. The
White Hawk comes with
standard features such

as a 13,500-Btu air con-
ditioner, dual 20-pound
propane bottles with
ABS cover, stabilizer
jacks with (4) sand pads,
and Chill N’ Store out-
side baggage compart-
ment with a 1.7 cubic
feet exterior refrigerator.
The base MSRP begins
at $24,893. Jayco,
574-825-5861,
www.jayco.com.

White Hawk is Red Hot
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All letters we receive are considered for publication.
Those chosen for the column are also condensed and ed-
ited for brevity. Great pains are taken to ensure that the
essence of the complaint is accurately portrayed.

For those who wish to write to us a letter of complaint
about a dispute or a disagreement within the realm of
RVing, the following suggestions may further ensure the
best review and understanding of your situation. It should
also speed up or improve your chance of a resolution. 

The most important element in the process is a well-
written letter, which should spell out your issue(s) in simple
terms and include what you would consider a fair resolution.
The tone of your complaint can also be crucial, as many res-
olutions from the business world are made on a goodwill
basis. If you are hoping for something of this nature, it is pru-
dent to curb the invective and state your case simply.

Complaint letters must be typed, should only include points
that are relevant to your case and be no more than two pages in
length. Include your name, address and phone number. 

Indicate the date, location, name and phone number of
the business establishment or concern with whom you
have the disagreement. Succinctly detail what went wrong,
with whom you tried to resolve the issue and what you want
done to correct the problem. Reasonable and realistic ex-
pectations should prevail here. Do not include laundry lists
of everything that ever went wrong with your RV, and please
refrain as much as possible from editorializing about your
travel itinerary, unless it relates directly to your complaint.

Finally, we’d appreciate a follow-up letter from you, if
you receive a positive resolution from a company and it
looks like RV Action Line was not notified. This way, we can
give credit where credit is due, involving a situation that
may be of interest to all of our readers. 

If you have a case for RV Action Line, send letters to
Trailer Life RV Action Line, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N #200,
Minneapolis, MN 55447, or you can contact us by email at
RVActionLine@trailerlife.com. Include copies (do not send
originals) of any relevant bills and correspondence, as well
as a self-addressed, stamped envelope. - The Editors

Untimely Tire Disintegration
Reader Lang Hadley was having diffi-
culty resolving a problem involving a
dispute with Northwood Manufactur-
ing over trailer tires that had disinte-
grated. Upon inspection, it seemed
that the axles may have been part of
the problem. RV Action Line’s goal is to
only serve as a third-party facilitator in
promoting amicable resolutions, so a
copy of this letter, with copies of all of
Hadley’s receipts and notes, and a re-
quest for resolution was sent to North-
wood. 

Successful
Complaint Resolution
From some of the mail we receive regarding cases that
have been published in this column, it appears there are
sometimes misconceptions about our purpose and objec-
tives and just what we can actually do for our readership.

First of all, our ultimate goal is to bring both parties
(the consumer and the company) together in an effort to
voluntarily and equitably resolve their differences. There is
no attempt to assign blame or to blemish someone’s good
name; rather, it is our intention to provide a forum for both
sides to be heard.

If a complainant has already retained legal counsel or
has filed suit in court, we will not take action. In these in-
stances, the reader has already gone far beyond anything
that our influence might accomplish. Furthermore, we do
not believe it is ethical on our part to become involved in a
dispute when someone is enjoined in litigation.

After a reader complaint is received, we attach a cover
letter stating the above philosophy and requesting that com-
pany or entity, which is the focus of the complaint to take one
more look at our reader’s situation, in the interest of fairness.

In many instances, the company will grant a com-
plainant’s request for reasons of goodwill alone. It is not
that anyone is legally bound to do so, but rather company
management may elect to do it to build and maintain good
public relations with our readership.

We research cases that will be used for publication to a
greater degree than those that will not. Some letters speak
for themselves; others require additional investigation on
our part for clarification.

After 60 days, if we have not heard back from the company
or entity, we will send a reminder letter regarding the case.
Most companies respond, even if the outcome is negative. 

Cases chosen for publication are selected on the basis
of a flexible criteria. Most contain issues we believe will be
instructive and interesting to our readers.

» In February of 2010 we took delivery
of a new Nash fifth-wheel. During the
first year we enjoyed several short
trips. The trailer performed very well.

In September of 2011 we set off on
a trip from Washington to Florida. Dur-
ing the course of the approximately
12,000 miles of the trip, we checked
tire pressure/wear and did all of the
necessary routine maintenance.

While driving on the interstate
close to home, we discovered that one
of the trailer tires had disintegrated,
leaving only a narrow band of rubber

attached to the rim. Thankfully the
trailer had double axles, and the re-
maining tires kept it up. Upon inspec-
tion, we saw that the very back of the
remaining tires, on the innermost edge,
were so soft that they could be de-
pressed with a finger. We purchased
four new tires. 

When we returned home, feeling
that such wear was not normal, we
went to the dealer where we purchased
the rig (Wilder RV in Port Angeles,
Wash.) to ask how to fix whatever prob-
lem caused the tires (continued on pg. 70)

www.trailerlife.com


by Stuart Bourdon

Keeping Cozy
Appropriate apparel for the impending cold season

W ith autumn in full swing and winter on the way, there’s simply no rea-
son to let the RVing fun stop. We talked about making trailer adjust-
ments in this issue with the article, “Cold-Weather Trailer Prep” (page

50). But what about you? We’ve looked into some new, effective and stylish ways
to keep your body warm and dry while you enjoy the cooler seasons of the year.
Here are a few apparel offerings that bring either new technology or old-school
know-how to protect you from the elements.

Topside coverage is essential as
the body core is most important. Body
core temperature and moisture regu-
lation is key to comfort, health and
safety; some of your significant pieces
of apparel should be on your core.
Marmot offers its Leadville ($160)
softshell jacket made from windproof
Gore Windstopper fabric that is light-
weight and breathable, so it can de-
liver durable comfort and warmth in
cold weather under any circum-
stances. Available for men and
women, Leadville has a sleek look and
features understated hand and chest
pockets, breathable side panels, 
adjustable Velcro cuffs and an elastic
draw cord hem; and it is constructed
to allow full-arm-motion range. For
those looking for a sporty look, 
Columbia Sportswear brings the but-
tery soft, four-way stretch women’s

OUTDOORSMAN: COOL-WEATHER WEAR

Core
Power

Body core temperature
and moisture regulation

is a safety measure
everyone should keep in

mind this winter.

Roffe Ski Jacket ($250) featuring per-
formance aspects such as artic-
ulated elbows, waterproof
breathability, fully seam-
sealed exterior and a
thermal reflective lin-
ing. Men looking for
functional gear can
check out Columbia
Sportswear’s
Triteca Softshell
($220) that delivers
techy construction
highlights such as
breathable wind-
proofing, thermal
reflective lining,
high wicking ca-
pability, armpit
stretch panels
and waterproof
zippers.

November 2012 TRAILERLIFE 13
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The Chica Cool Long Sleeve Hoody
($75) from ExOfficio is made from a
lightweight versatile fabric that wicks
moisture, fights odor and keeps the
sun’s harmful UV rays off your skin, too.
L.L. Bean’s Fitness Fleece Pullover
($29.95) is cut from soft, pill-resistant
polyester fleece to keep you warm, and
features a zippered chest pocket and
locking rubber zipper pulls. The Cool
Weave Trail Shirt from L.L. Bean
($44.95) offers a textured weave allow-
ing air to circulate, but the nylon seer-
sucker wicks moisture, dries fast and
shields your skin from the sun with
built-in UPF 30 protection. Front pock-
ets have hidden zips underneath for
venting and storage. 

Keeping the lower half warm and
dry is important too. L.L. Bean offers
the nylon Timberledge Pants ($49.95),
great for the rugged outdoors with a
moisture-wicking treatment to keep
your skin dry from sweat while hiking or
working around the campground. These
rugged pants have reinforced knees, a
hidden key-keeper in the front pocket,
Velcro-close rear pockets, and a remov-
able web belt and buckle. Mountain
Khaki ($94.95) has designed and crafted
the Flannel-Lined Original Mountain
Pant, a version of its incredibly comfort-
able and durable cotton canvas pants,

but with a flannel lining that will keep
you warm outside while you’re chopping
wood, working on the rig, walking …
whatever your cold-weather pleasure is.

For your feet, Columbia has redefined
its famous Bugaboot. Nearly 20 years ago,
the original Bugaboot hit the market and
turned heads. Now the oiled full-grain
leather shell, suede upper and pigskin col-
lar tongue gets space-age technology in
the form of a thermal reflective lining to
keep your toes toasty in frigid conditions.
One hundred grams of insulation, water-
proofing, supportive EVA molded insole,
and you have the new Men’s Bugaboot
Original Omni-Heat ($140). It’s also avail-
able in women’s sizes.

So now that you and the rig are well
covered for the cooler seasons coming,
get out and enjoy these less traveled
months instead of packing the trailer up
and hiding it behind a fence until the
spring thaw. q

Hit the Road With
PAY-AS-YOU-GO TV

only from

For dates, times and 
more information, visit

http://www.gsevents.com/rv-shows.cfm

SEE THE DISH 
DISPLAY AT THESE 

RV/OUTDOOR SHOWS

New Mexico RV, Boat & Travel Show

Colorado RV Adventure Travel Show 

Chicago Boat, RV and Outdoors Show

Washington Camping RV Expo

New Jersey RV and Camping Show

Mid America RV Show

Minneapolis/ St. Paul RV,  
Vacation & Camping Show

Richmond Camping RV Expo

Kansas Sports, Boat & Travel Show

N.C. RV & Camping Show 

Atlantic City RV & Camping Show

Colorado RV, Sports, Boat & Travel Show

Rhode Island RV & Camping Show

Virginia RV & Boat Show

Summer Boat & RV Super Sale 

North Carolina Fall RV Show & Sale

Big East Powersports Show

Rocky Mountain Snowmobile Expo

Fall Atlantic City RV Show

St. Paul Ice Fishing & Winter Sports Show

OUTDOORSMAN: COOL-WEATHER WEAR

ExOfficio Chica Cool Long Sleeve Hoody

Mountain Khaki Flannel-
Lined Original Mountain Pant

Columbia Bugaboot
Original Omni-Heat
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SOURCES
Columbia Sportswear
800-265-7067, www.columbia.com
ExOfficio
800-644-7303, www.exofficio.com
L.L. Bean
800-441-5713, www.llbean.com
Marmot
888-357-3262, www.marmot.com
Mountain Khakis
866-686-5425, www.mountainkhakis.com 
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PAY-AS-YOU-GO
STARTING AT $34.99/mo

 » Supports both HD and SD  
TV programming 

 » Quick and easy set-up
 » Watch live HDTV in just 15 minutes*
 » Automatically finds satellites
 » Lightweight for easy 

transportation
 » Compact to fit any space

 » NO commitment 
 » NO contract
 » NO credit check
 » NO fees to start or  

stop monthly service
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The 469-mile Blue Ridge Parkway travels through 29 counties and contributes two billion dollars each year in revenue to North Carolina and
Virginia. It passes by many hiking, camping and interpretive sites. – National Park Service

by Len Cousineau

DID YOU KNOW?

Mile-High Drive
A View From Every Turn

THIS LAND: BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY

T ravelers who prefer scenic vistas
over amusement parks, and

mom-and-pop shops to theme
restaurants, or would rather hike
through pines and hardwoods than a
forest of slot machines would enjoy
the Blue Ridge Parkway in North 
Carolina and Virginia. Meandering
across the Appalachian Highlands for
an incomparable 469 miles and alti-
tudes spanning from 649 to 6,000 feet
above sea level, the Blue Ridge 
Parkway delivers countless old-
fashioned thrills travelers can 
discover flying over head or around
nearly every scenic bend, along na-
ture-bedecked trails and within 
crystal-clear streams.

Numerous overlooks along the
route allow RVers the opportunity to
safely enjoy the wonderful views at

their leisure. Most travelers will likely
want to take pictures at particularly
breathtaking overlooks, but enthusi-
astic photographers should bring
plenty of memory cards, since the
combination of historical buildings,
wildlife, foliage and gorgeous terrain
can create photographic nirvana.

One of the mistakes that park visi-
tors sometimes make is not truly ex-
periencing the outdoors, neglecting to
walk the more than 100 trails leading
from the Blue Ridge Parkway into the
surrounding forests. Travelers need
not be seasoned hikers to appreciate
the region’s natural wonders since
some of the hikes along the Parkway
are easy walks through beautiful
landscapes. Ambitious hikers, of
course, can bite off as much of the
world-famous Appalachian Trail as

time permits.
Bird watchers will be able to spot

many assorted species, since the 
Appalachian Mountains are the spine
of the eastern flyway. Fans of wild-
flowers should visit in May while con-
noisseurs of rhododendron should
drive the parkway in mid-June. Trav-
elers can experience ranger-guided
walks and listen to educational
evening talks during the summer
months. In many of the developed
areas, demonstrations of mountain
life and culture entertain visitors.  

The Parkway’s campgrounds are
open beginning in April or May each
year, though many of the attractions
along the route are open year-round. q

Blue Ridge Parkway
828-298-0398, nps.gov/blri

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.nps.gov/blri


With DuPont™ Corian® solid surface, your countertops are just as beautiful as the places you drive them 
to. Beautiful, nonporous and durable, DuPont™ Corian® solid surface is the #1 U.S. brand in kitchen and 
bathroom countertops, and a sure sign of a quality RV manufacturer. Also, due to its incomparable quality, 
Corian® has had zero RV product warranty claims since 2006.

Visit www.rvsurfaces.dupont.com to learn more about DuPont™ Corian® solid surface and the quality RV 
manufacturers that use it.

YOUR HOUSE ON WHEELS MAY  
OUTDO YOUR HOUSE WITH THE ZIP CODE.

© 2012 E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. All rights reserved. The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™ and Corian® solid surfaces are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company or its affiliates. Photo courtesy of Keystone RV Cougar.

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

OURYYO

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

SE ON OUOUR H

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

Y MAAYSLHEEW

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

Y

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 OUTDO 

ers that use it.manufactur
vs.rvwwww.isitVVi

s ha h®naiorC
uom coorhatb
, luffuitaue. Bot
tnPouDhitW   

 
 

  

 

  
 OUOUR HYYOOUTDO 

ers that use it.
 to learn morfaces.dupont.comvsur

y ctnarrat wcudorV po RRVred zas h
f a qn ogie srud a sn, aspotretnu

oPu D,elbaru ddn asuoronpon
r cuo, yecaffarud silo s®naiorC™t  

 
 

  

 

  
 HETHWITSE OU

 s®naior C™tnPouDe about  to learn mor

.6002ecnisimsaly c
, dosl. ArerutcaffaunaV my RRVtilauf a q

hs te icaffarud silo s®naior C™tn
l auffuitaues bt asue jrs apotretnuor c  

 
 

  

 

  
 .E COD ZIPHE

Vand the quality RRVecaffaru sdilo s

tilaue qlbarapmocns ito ie tu, d
dnn aehtcin kd inar. bS.1 Ue #

m ehe tviru dos yecale phs tl a  
 

 
  

 

  
 

V

,yy,t
d

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

DuPont Surfaces, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.rvsurfaces.dupont.com


Camping World, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.campingworld.com


www.trailerlife.com
http://www.campingworld.com


20 TRAILERLIFE  November 2012

by Alan Rider

A WALK ON THE
WILD SIDE

The Scenic Route: 

Natural springs are the Byway’s largest attraction. 
Visitors to the area enjoy swimming, boating and kayaking.

Explore Florida’s forgotten wilderness
on the Black Bear Scenic Byway

of the pool by visiting the natural
springs that are the area’s single
largest and most unique attraction. 

Born of the state’s karst (dissolving
layers) geology, the springs are the re-
sult of underground rivers that bubble
to the surface forming blue old-fash-
ioned swimming holes. In addition to the
millions of gallons of crystal-clear
water gushing forth at a refreshing 72
degrees year-round, the four main
springs also make it possible to access
the wilderness that lies beyond via
canoe rentals and trails. 

After casually splashing around in
the more built-up pools at Juniper
Springs, Silver Glen Springs and Salt
Springs — each of which has its own
distinctive charm — we headed south
toward the most natural-looking of the
Byway’s major springs at Alexander
Springs State Recreation Area. Just out-
side the roped-off swimming area we
launched our rented canoe to paddle
part of Alexander Creek, a slow-moving
10-mile stretch of water that leads from
the springs through a wilderness area

Hidden Treasures
Access to this little-known corner of
Florida comes by the way of the 123-
mile Black Bear Scenic Byway, which
crosses the lonely pine scrub forests and
hardwood swamps of the Ocala National
Forest. The two main roads that make
up the Byway, State Routes 40 and 19,
bisect this landscape east to west and
north to south respectively. Small side
roads offer access to secluded springs,
old-time river ferries and other hidden
treasures along the way.

Before you visit, though, keep in
mind that unlike other Scenic Byways
offering spectacular views around every
turn, the Black Bear can’t be fully 
appreciated from the driver’s seat. Dig a
little deeper, however, and you’ll dis-
cover a wild side of Florida that feels a
lot more authentic than the state’s high-
profile tourist destinations. 

Diving In
As we set out to explore the Byway, we
decided to jump right into the deep end

W hile piercing cries
echoed from the sur-
rounding swamp like a
flashback from some

black-and-white Tarzan movie, I dipped
my paddle into the still, tea-colored 
waters of Alexander Springs Creek.
Though the wild waterway my family and
I are canoeing is only about one hour
from Florida’s world-famous beaches
and amusement parks, it feels like we’ve
been transported to another world.

As we mark the twentieth anniver-
sary of the National Scenic Byways pro-
gram (www.byways.org) with our Scenic
Route series, I’ll be the first to admit
that my mental images of the Sunshine
State run to waves breaking on white
sand and smiling kids in Mouseketeer
beanies. What I discovered in exploring
the Black Bear Scenic Byway, however,
was something completely different.
Namely, I found a place where the
phrase “Florida wilderness” is not the
oxymoron I once imagined.

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.byways.org
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(Above) Juniper Springs' old-fashioned millhouse was built during the Great Depression.
(Right) Cruising the St. Johns River with Capt. Ernie. (Bottom right) One of the more 
impressive inhabitants of Silver Springs Nature Park.

of hardwood swamp to the St. Johns
River, one of the few rivers on the conti-
nent that flows northward.

Along the way we spotted a wide
array of wildlife from large turtles bask-
ing on logs to noisy long-beaked limp-
kins — the source of those
Tarzan-esque sound effects — wading
among the hyacinths in search of an 
afternoon snack. While we also saw
several small- to medium-sized alliga-
tors, we thankfully missed the 12-footer
we were told liked to hang out near a
bridge downstream. Unfortunately, we
also struck out on seeing the black bear
mother and cub we were told had been
around here just days before.

Pioneer Days
While this area remains one of the
wildest places in Florida, it’s relatively
tame compared to the landscape that
greeted early settlers here. To get a

better idea of what those days were like
for the hardy individuals, we stopped at
Barberville’s Pioneer Settlement for the
Creative Arts.

This expansive open-air museum 
includes a broad collection of buildings
and artifacts recreating the lifestyles of
the men and women who settled here in
the late 1800s. Highlights of this pioneer
village include a relocated railroad
depot, general store and church, as well
as a rustic 1875 cabin.

For a look at the remains of one of
these homesteads, we headed to the
Yearling Trail located opposite the en-
trance to Silver Glen Springs. 

Bumper Crop
When Teddy Roosevelt turned 600-plus
square miles of sand pine scrub forest
and hardwood swamp into the Ocala
National Forest — the first national for-
est east of the Mississippi — this area

was widely regarded as “the land that
nobody wanted.” To try and understand
that puzzling attitude, we headed to the
small town of Astor for a two-hour river
eco-cruise with St. Johns River Tours
(866-349-0674, 
www.stjohnsrivertours.com).

While it may not be great for farm-
ing, this watery landscape produces a
bumper crop of natural wonders. Mo-
toring slowly along the St. Johns,
Florida’s longest river, and its tributar-
ies, our captain pointed out alligators

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.stjohnsrivertours.com


22 TRAILERLIFE  November 2012

sunning themselves on
the bank, supersized wild-

flowers and a host of birds including
great blue herons, anhingas, ibis and
even an osprey with a fresh-caught
fish wriggling in its talons. In 1765,
English naturalist William Bartram
described this area as “a true garden
of Eden.”

Horsing Around
This part of northern Florida is also
home to countless horse farms, so
we decided to leave the pavement be-
hind and explore a little farther into
the wild on horseback with the help
of the folks from Fiddler’s Green
Ranch in Altoona (800-947-2624,
www.fiddlersgreenranch.com).

Our guide saddled up three gentle
mounts and led us out past other
ranches and into low rolling hills cov-
ered in scrub pine. Along the narrow
trails we passed ponds, another old
cemetery and expanses of spikey pal-
metto that stretched as far as the eye
could see. 

Of course, our trail ride was
memorable as much for what we 
didn’t see. Our guide told us she fre-
quently encounters black bears on
these tours but, in what was becom-
ing an all-too familiar experience, we
were shut out yet again. 

Canned Wilderness 
By far the most touristy attraction
along the byway, Silver Springs Na-
ture Theme Park (352-236-2121, 
www.silversprings.com), encom-
passes one of the world’s largest
freshwater springs. While the theme

park may seem to be a relatively mod-
ern invention, this 350-acre operation
has been drawing visitors to this ob-
scure corner of central Florida for more
than a century.

The glass bottom boat tours that
were pioneered here in 1878 are still
going strong. Though they can’t com-
pare with the view you’ll get snorkeling
in one of the area’s other major
springs, the boats are a good way for
those that prefer not to get their feet
wet to get a glimpse of the abundant
underwater life that flourishes.

The real attraction, however, is the
park’s wild animal collection. The
menagerie includes a number of local
critters you would be hard-pressed to

see in the wild including the 
endangered Florida panther, rare
white alligators and, yes, even black
bears. If the truth be told, seeing the
Byway’s namesake here felt a little like
cheating.

Worth The Effort
Our exploration of Black Bear Scenic
Byway revealed Florida’s forgotten
wild side. While the Byway makes this
backcountry easily accessible, it’s not
laid out in plain sight as is the case
with many other Scenic Byways. 

In other words, it takes a little ef-
fort to discover this Florida wilderness.
Which, I can tell you from personal ex-
perience, is at least half the fun. q

The Black Bear Scenic Byway is located in central Florida, about an hour north of 
Orlando. Getting there is simple, with the easiest access from the west or east at the
point State Route 40 meets Interstate 75 in Ocala or Interstate 95 in Ormond Beach. 

While you’re never very far from civilization, you’ll want to top off your fuel tanks and
stock up on lunch fixings before you set out to explore the Byway as gas stations, stores
and eateries are scarce here. Also remember this Byway can’t be fully appreciated sitting
in the seat, so plan on stopping often and exploring on foot at any of state parks and trail-
heads you’ll encounter.

Finally, bear in mind that many of the parking areas at the springs and trailheads
aren’t designed to accommodate RVs, making it wise to drop your trailer at one of the
many RV parks or campgrounds in the region before you set out to explore. Here are two
that I can recommend based on our visit:

Ocala Sun RV Resort/Ocala 877-809-1100, www.ocalasunrvresort.com

Wilderness RV Resort/Silver Springs 352-625-1122, www.wildernessrvparkestates.com

WHEN YOU GO

Horseback rides are a great way to explore deep into Florida’s wilderness along the Byway. 

FLORIDA’S BLACK BEAR SCENIC BYWAY

www.trailerlife.com
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Rest and Relaxation 
by Amanda Lepinski

W
hen the temperature begins to drop, consider taking a trip to a hot
springs resort. With a variety of spa packages available, skin and
wellness benefits of natural hot mineral spring water suit just about
anyone’s needs. Here are 10 spas as well as campgrounds located

throughout the United States.

Chena Hot Springs, Alaska 
Located in a small Alaskan community
approximately 60 miles northeast of
Fairbanks, Ala., the century-old Chena
Hot Springs Resort is one of the most
developed hot springs resorts in
Alaska. Guests enjoy the healing min-
eral waters and the aurora borealis dis-
plays in the sky about 200 nights each
year. Relaxing while immersed in wa-

ters under the northern lights sets the
scene for adults in the natural Hot
Springs Rock Lake, while families can
enjoy the indoor pool. Between taking
dips, visitors can enjoy the Alaskan
wildlife that is visible from the park.
And for variety, the Aurora Ice Museum
tour gives information about geother-
mal renewable energy and energy-sav-
ing projects. RV camping is available at

Hot Springs Spas are the Perfect Place for RVers to Unwind 

the resort from May 15–September 15;
907-451-8104, ext. 2, 
www.chenahotsprings.com.

Mystic Hot Springs, Utah 
First discovered in 1886, Mystic Hot
Springs in Monroe, Utah, has become a
popular destination for people hoping to
enjoy the rolling mountains, sunsets
and healing waters all while stepping
back in time. Water flows from the
earth at about 200 degrees F and cools
nearly 100 degrees by the time it
reaches Mystic Hot Springs. Guests can
enjoy these warm healing waters in a
variety of ways: eight personal outdoor

CHENA HOT SPRINGS
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bathtubs with breathtaking views of the
Rockies or two concrete pools. The hot
springs contain an abundance of cal-
cium, magnesium and iron, providing a
source of rejuvenation and relaxation.
The shallow pool is perfect for children
while a deep pool provides relaxing
massage treatments for adults. Mystic
Hot Springs offers 32 sites with
hookups for RV camping; 435-527-
3286, www.mystichotsprings.com. 

Agua Caliente, Calif. 
Nestled in the Anza Borrego Desert a
few hours east of San Diego, Agua
Caliente Park is well known for its ge-
othermal-heated springs. Many snow-
birds travel to Agua Caliente during the
winter months to take advantage of the
two outdoor pools and an indoor thera-
peutic 102-degree heated spa with
Jacuzzi jets that the park offers. Agua

Caliente also features spring-fed warm
showers for guests. The park is com-
plete with nearly four miles of trails for
hiking, biking and walking; a play area;
horseshoes and shuffleboard; as well
as a picnic area for patrons. The camp-
ground offers 53 full-hookup sites and
53 partial hookup sites among a variety
of dry camping sites; 760-765-1188,
www.sdcounty.ca.gov.

Sierra Hot Springs, Calif. 
Sierraville, Calif., is home to a non-
profit retreat and workshop called
Sierra Hot Springs that is situated
within a forest and alpine valley. A vari-
ety of pools are open 24 hours each day.
The Temple Dome has a main pool area
with the Hot Pool that is enclosed in a
large geodesic dome where relaxing
among the natural spring water also
provides views of the impressive

stained glass and skylights. Two cold-
water plunge pools surround the sand-
bottomed Hot Pool. Just outside the
Temple Dome, the Warm Pool has a
spacious sundeck. Rock tile lines the
outdoor Meditation Pool that is a faux
natural springs pool complete with rock
steps into a sandy floor. The Meditation
Pool is seasonal and often suggested
for viewing a star-speckled sky. More
than 700 acres border nearby national

SIERRA HOT SPRINGS

MYSTIC HOT SPRINGS
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forest land creating an ideal atmos-
phere for biking, hiking and cross-
country skiing. For adventurous souls,
Sierra Hot Springs is only one hour
away from Tahoe ski resorts. Dry camp-
ing is available on roughly 300 desig-
nated acres of land on the resort;
530-994-3773,
www.sierrahotsprings.org.

Miracle Hot Springs, Idaho  
The deserts are far from dry in Buhl,
Idaho, the location of Miracle Hot
Springs. Open year-round (with the ex-
ception of Sundays), this resort spa in-
cludes 15 private hot pools, six VIP
pools and four outdoor public pools. The
four outdoor pools are general 
admission and kept cooler in the sum-
mer and warmer in the winter to give
ultimate relaxation no matter the 
climate or water activity. Water in the
pools is always chemical-free as and is
drained and cleaned nightly. The 15 
private hot pools have adjustable tem-
peratures and changing rooms, and are
available on a first-come, first-served

basis. Larger groups can head to the six
VIP pools where advanced reservations
are recommended. Each private pool is
drained, cleaned and refilled after each
use. Massage therapists are also avail-
able to relax tight muscles, relieve
stress and alleviate pain. Ten sites are
available for RV camping with electric
hookups; 208-543-6002, 
www.mhsprings.com.

Hot Springs Resort, N. C.  
Appropriately located in Hot Springs,
N.C., Hot Springs Resort and Spa was
established in the 18th century and
states that it has world-famous natural
hot mineral water. Many services are 
offered at Hot Springs Resort and Spa
including a variety of Swedish, deep-
tissue and stone massages; body treat-
ments like salt glow, herbal body wrap
and a botanical mud wrap; esthetics
packages: refresher facial, European-
style facial, back facial, head-to-toe and
mini-head-to-toe facials. In addition to
the spa services, mineral baths are
available at select times throughout the

week. Twelve Jacuzzi-style hot tubs are
built into decks in the comfort of a pri-
vate, outdoor area with views of Spring
Creek and the French Broad River. Hot
Springs offers 34 full-hookup sites,
reservations are recommended; 
828-622-7676, www.nchotsprings.com.

Ouray Hot Springs, Colo. 
Built in 1927 as an effort to boost tourism
in the area, Ouray Hot Springs in Ouray,
Colo., has become a beloved destination
with activities for kids and adults alike.
The Ouray Hot Springs Pool is open
every day with seasonal hours. The Hot
Springs Pool contains over 1 million
gallons of natural hot springs water free
from the smell of sulfur, and is filled
with healing minerals such as fluoride,
calcium, potassium, iron and zinc, to
name a few. There are several soaking
sections with a variety of temperatures
ranging from 88 to 106 degrees, a lap
swimming section, diving area, large
slide, game area for water volleyball
and a shallow section for young swim-
mers. The pool also offers a massage
facility and fitness center. A variety of
nearby campgrounds are available to
Ouray Hot Springs visitors including
Ridgway State Park, 4J+1+1 RV Park,
Red Mountain RV Park, Ridgway State
Park, and Weber Westridge RV Park &
Campground; 800-228-1876, 
www.ouraycolorado.com.

Quapaw Baths & Spa, Ark. 
Set inside a Spanish Colonial Revival-
style building with reinforced concrete
and stucco, with a large central 
mosaic-tiled dome, Quapaw Baths &
Spa offers a spring with one of the
highest mineral contents of any in the
surrounding area. Guests can choose a
variety of spa packages to fit their
needs from aromatherapy baths, pri-

OURAY HOT SPRINGS
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vate mineral bath and Kneipp foaming
herbal baths. Quapaw Bath & Spa also
provides facials, body treatments and
massage therapy options for patrons.
Locals and out-of-towners equally love
taking advantage of the benefits of nat-
ural hot springs baths, a centuries-old
tradition that is celebrated at Hot
Springs National Park (501-609-9822,
www.quapawbaths.com). Catherine’s
Landing campground at Hot Springs is
located nearby and has been highly
rated by Woodall’s. Catherine’s Landing
includes 400 acres, a mile of water
frontage as well as concrete and pull-
through sites with full hookups and
other amenities; 501-262-2550,
www.catherineslanding.rvcoutdoors.com.

Warm Mineral Springs, Fla. 
Warm Mineral Springs in North Port,
Fla., prides itself as being “always a

perfect 87 degrees,” and that’s ideal for
swimming and soaking. With roughly 9
million gallons of water containing 51
minerals, guests of any age can enjoy
the body benefits of natural hot springs.
In addition to the springs, a variety of
spa and wellness packages are avail-
able including a nail salon, massage
therapy and yoga (941-426-1692,
www.warmmineralsprings.com).
Nearby, Riverside RV Resort & Camp-
ground offers full-hookup RV sites. 
Additionally, Riverside has laundry fa-
cilities, restrooms, swimming pool,
boat dock and shuffleboard to keep
everyone entertained; 800-795-9733,
www.riversidervresort.com.

Carson Hot Springs, Wash.
Established in 1892, the Carson Hot
Springs Spa & Golf Resort combines
natural mineral hot springs with activi-

ties suitable for just about anyone. 
Located in Carson, Wash., this historic
resort has includes an original bath-
house as well as the 1901 St. Martin
Hotel, now used as a front office. Al-
though the resort looks like a step back
into the early 20th century, many reno-
vations have been made to preserve
the ambiance and history all while
adding new saunas to the bathhouses
and a restaurant at the golf course.
Guests can browse antique stores in
nearby Stevenson, go rafting or fishing
on the White Salmon between dips in
the mineral waters. Massage thera-
pists stand by to provide healing
through touch in addition to healing
and detoxification from the hot mineral
waters; 509-427-8296, www.carsonhot-
springresort.com. Nearby in Steven-
son, Wash., The Resort at Skamania
Coves offers 17 full-hookup sites, 10 of
which have 50-amp electric, and is
open all year; 509-427-4900, 
www.skamaniacoves.com. q

Here are some helpful websites to
make your journey easier:

Trailer Life Directory
877-209-6655,

www.trailerlifedirectory.com

Woodall’s
www.woodalls.com

Reserve America
www.reserveamerica.com

STAYING FOR
A WHILE? 

Additional Spa Listings Can Be Found Online
www.hotsprings.org/pages/spas-baths   | www.deserthotsprings.com/stay-play.php   | www.arkansas.com/things-to-do/spas

QUAPAW BATHS & SPAS

WARM MINERAL SPRINGS

www.trailerlife.com
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Unless you’ve been living in a cave
somewhere with no news com-
ing in, you know that interest

rates on new and used RV loans are at
all-time lows and opportunities to refi-
nance RVs have never been more plen-
tiful. As a result of this trend, right now
may be the best time to buy that mo-
torhome, travel trailer or fifth-wheel
you’ve always wanted. 

Loan Criteria
Many banks, credit unions and brokers
handle RV loans as part and parcel of
their overall lending programs. Some 
institutions now even accept applications
online. Currently, most lenders charge
the same interest rate for writing a loan
on a new vehicle as they do on a used or
refinanced unit. All you need to success-
fully qualify for such a loan is: 

A good credit rating as certified by
one of three credit reporting agencies
(Equifax, Experian or TransUnion).

A record of regularly meeting
one’s financial obligations (timely
payment of bills).

A proof of income (an applicant’s
debt-to-income ratio is scrutinized
here; this is the most common

reason that applicants are turned
down).

A sufficient down payment (10 to
20 percent). 

Buying a new vehicle is always exciting
as is the promise of many enjoyable
recreational experiences in the future.
In addition, you have the benefit of
being the first owner with all the advan-
tages that go with it. When purchasing
new, buyers should also be aware of
the figurative elephant sitting in the

sales office with them — the spectre of
depreciation. 

As most people know, new cars and
RVs lose a portion of their value the
minute they are driven off a sales lot.
That’s why it is wise to make a reason-
ably sufficient down payment to pre-
vent becoming immediately upside
down on their loan (owing more on the
unit than its wholesale value). This also
ensures you have a bit of equity in the
unit should you either want to refi-
nance in the near future, trade it in on

by Chuck Campbell 
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another or sell it outright. Remember
that banks will usually only loan what a
used or refinanced vehicle is worth at
wholesale value. 

New RVs also tend to depreciate
quickly because of their traditionally
higher markups, which means it can
sometimes take years to catch up to
that point where the loan balance
equals the wholesale value of a unit. In
cases like this, buyers should seri-
ously consider taking out extra insur-
ance to fully protect the investment in
cases of total loss. Examples of such
policies may include Guaranteed Asset
Protection (GAP) or optional Full 
Replacement Coverage offered by
Good Sam (GS) insurance. 

Refinancing 
Believe it or not, the most lucrative mar-
ket for the majority of lenders right now
is in the refinance business. With the
banking industry’s eagerness to write
new loans on existing contracts, RV own-
ers who take advantage of these 
opportunities can often realize significant
reductions in their monthly payments.

If refinance applicants find them-
selves upside down on their existing
loans, however, they usually must pay
the difference up front in cash; between
what they owe on their units, and what
the wholesale book allows. 

Wholesale values of RVs can be
looked up easily online for free at
www.nadaguides.com (banks, dealers
and other commercial subscribers use
NADA Connect). This is the resource
most lenders consider when writing
loans on used vehicles, and likewise the
refinancing of existing RV loans. 

Interest rates on loans vary from

person to person, depending on an 
applicant’s FICO (Fair Isaac Corporation)
credit rating (high 700s to low 800s are
preferred). FICO information provides a
brief, personal assessment of the risk
that banks and other institutions use to
help make lending decisions.

Full-Timer Dilemma
Loans to those who consider their RVs
as their full-time residences have 
always been considered iffy at best. The
RV is considered the primary and often
only collateral on the contract used to
finance it, and because this collateral
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moves at the whim of the owners, loans
to full-timers have long been viewed as
a higher risk than ones made to people
with a permanent residence. 

In the past, full-timers sometimes
circumvented residency issues by fudg-
ing facts or using a family member or
friend’s address as their official place
of residence when applying for a loan.
Although the current banking atmos-
phere appears to be optimistic for most
loan applicants, full-time RVers who
live exclusively in their vehicles have
recently had even more qualifying 
paperwork added to their already 
arduous task of securing loans.

Many have also chosen to become
Montana LLCs (limited liability corpora-
tions) for a variety of tax reasons. This
move has further limited their already
narrow loan prospects. 

To cite page, chapter and verse of
why the current industry lending 
practices for RVs have been revised by
the federal government would put
most readers to sleep. The short ver-
sion is that the federal guidelines regu-

lating these lender disclosures
changed drastically following the sub-
prime mortgage debacle. This resulted
in the subsequent passage of the SAFE 
Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008, and
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
and Consumer Protection Act of 2010
that created a sea change in the lend-
ing game. 

Prior to this legislation, RVs and lux-
ury powerboats were excluded from
many truth-in-lending elements 
attached to housing loans. Because of
new laws now governing transparency,
banks and other lenders are being held
to higher disclosure standards, includ-
ing RV loans and refinance deals. 

When it comes to applications from
full-timers without a permanent 
address, and the even more voluminous
paperwork now associated with such
loans, most lenders have decided writ-
ing contracts to such people “is just
more hassle than it’s worth.”

Who Lends To Full-Timers
Though the attitude some lenders have

taken toward full-timers seems to paint
a bleak picture, we’ve found at least
three that currently finance or refinance
RVs for full-timers. These include the
Good Sam Finance Center, Alliant
Credit Union and Essex Credit.

Of all banks and credit unions re-
searched for this piece, it was discov-
ered that the Good Sam Finance Center
offers some of the more competitive 
advantages to most applicants. Though
there are some qualifications that not
all candidates may meet, the Good Sam
Finance Center presents the least
amount of hurdles, makes the most 
allowances, and offers some of the low-
est interest rates in the industry (rate
may vary weekly). 

Some lenders to full-timers stipu-
late that automatic loan payments be
put in place; Alliant Credit Union 
requires that an escrow account be set
up with them, containing the equivalent
of one year’s insurance as a form of col-
lateral. The money is returned to the
customer after 12 months of successful
loan payments. 

RV Financing Options
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Good Sam Finance Center
Good Sam’s Finance Center writes RV
loans to traditional applicants as well
as full-timers, while still complying
with new federal lending regulations.
GS also routinely makes the following
allowances on conventional loans, as
well as refinancing.

GS charges the same interest
rates for refinancing as it does for
new or used vehicles. 

GS will make loans to full-timers,
though there is additional paperwork
involved.

GS will refinance a vehicle, even
though the owner is upside down on
the existing loan. Certain criteria
apply here, and include having a FICO
score higher than 800.

GS covers loans as low as $50,000,
while some other institutions begin
at $100,000. 

GS tries to refinance units up to 10
model years in age; other lenders
usually stop at eight years. 

Borrowers must have a debt-to-
income (DTI) ratio of 45 percent to

qualify for a loan. GS is trying to 
increase its lending criteria to a DTI
ratio of 49 percent.

Montana Limited Liability
Corporations (LLC)
Most RVers and full-timers can usually
qualify with one or more of the lenders
mentioned in this article, and many
others. However, one loosely knit group
of individuals that are registered in the
state of Montana as LLCs for reasons of
a tax shelter have essentially made
themselves ineligible with most lending
institutions. 

Lenders such as Essex Credit and
Alliant Credit Union that focus on the
Escapees Club will grant loans to full-
time RVers, but decline to consider 
applications from Montana LLCs. Ac-
cording to Alliant representative Rich
Holke, “Here at Alliant we view LLC 
applicants as ‘business entities.’ For the
purposes of RV loans, we only make
(full-timer loans) to individuals.” 

One institution lending to Montana
LLCs is Sun Trust Bank of Fairfax, Va. In

discussing this issue with Don Parkhurst,
one of the bank’s officers, we were 
advised that his organization does write
loans for Montana LLCs, though it does
not accept applications from full-timers.
He also cautioned that there are legisla-
tive moves afoot in several states at this
time to curtail or nullify rights currently
held by Montana LLC members. 

In the present lending climate, there
are RV loan opportunities available for
most people with good credit scores and
the desire and ability to take on the
debt. Even prospects for full-timers 
appear to be readily available. 

Interest rates may not stay this low
forever, so there is no better time than
now to start dealing. q

Alliant Credit Union 800-328-1935, 
alliantcreditunion.org
Essex Credit 866-377-3948,
essexcredit.com
Good Sam Finance Center
800-444-1476, goodsamrvloans.com 
Sun Trust Bank 800-786-8787,
suntrust.com
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The accommodating Autumn Ridge 245DS offers
upgrades for 2013 such as outdoor speakers, an
outdoor kitchen and exterior storage.

When it comes to Starcraft’s
expansive lineup of
campers, travel trailers and

fifth-wheels, the Autumn Ridge series
is one of the Middlebury, Ind., com-
pany’s most popular models. It was
easy to see why after we spent some
time in the 245DS, already a top-sell-
ing floorplan in the Autumn Ridge
travel trailer series. From the décor to
the convenient amenities to the graph-
ics package, the 24-footer received
several upgrades for the 2013 model
year, all of which should be well re-
ceived by potential customers.

The most visible exterior improve-
ments are the new champagne-

colored front and rear panels, which
complement the tasteful red, white
and champagne graphics on the alu-
minum sides. Other exterior additions
such as the diamond-plate covering —
part of a recommended customer con-
venience package ($2,000) that in-
cludes an outside shower, outdoor
speakers, a bathroom skylight, a 6-
gallon gas/electric water heater, a 
microwave, a 13,500-Btu AC unit and
more — only adds to the trailer’s clean
cut and attractive appearance. Exterior
storage is offered via the reasonably
sized pass-through compartment up
front.

Also part of the customer conven-

ience package, the twin 30-pound LP-
gas cylinders feature an auto
changeover valve and a molded-plas-
tic cover standard. The A-frame of the
Autumn Ridge 245DS offered an elec-
tric jack and a Fastway Flip automatic
jack foot. The electric jack, four elec-
tric stabilizer jacks, electric awning
and a few interior items were all part
of the optional premier package. The
coach rides on 15-inch Goodyear 
radial tires mounted on steel wheels
and EZ-Lube hub-equipped axles.
Galvanized steel wheel wells are stan-
dard construction features adding
durability.

A large 30-by-72-inch radius-
cornered entry door with a separate
screen door provides easy access to
the living quarters. Featuring a spa-

story and photos by Jason Johnson
WALK-THROUGH: STARCRAFT AUTUMN RIDGE 245DS

The affordable Autumn Ridge 245DS travel trailer offers a
variety of creature comforts in a user-friendly package

www.trailerlife.com
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WALK-THROUGH: STARCRAFT AUTUMN RIDGE 245DS

Starcraft RV: 800-945-4787, www.starcraftrv.com.  Circle 201 on Reader Service Card. 
Thanks to Camping World of Valencia, Calif., (888-654-5177; www.campingworld.com)
for the loan of this trailer during our review/photo shoot. 

QUICK INFO

Ext. length                                               26’ 11”
Ext. width                                                          8’
Ext. height (w A/C)                                 11’ 2”
Interior height                                            6’ 9”
Freshwater cap                                      90 gal.
Black-/gray-water cap    32.5 gal./32.5 gal.
LP-gas cap                                           14.2 gal.
UVW                                                      5,315 lbs.
Hitch weight                                          615 lbs.
GVWR                                                   7,500 lbs.
Base MSRP                                            $19,357

(Left) Plenty of storage can be found under the queen-size bed and in the cabinets and
wardrobes surrounding it. The J-Steel sofa (right) folds flat into a sleeping surface, too.

When it comes to natural lighting
and ventilation, the 245DS has seven
tinted safety-glass windows within the
living area, which has 6 feet, 9 inches
of headroom. Starcraft also does an
excellent job with the finishing touches
and attention to detail throughout the
travel trailer, although a window shade
would be a welcome addition to the
frosted window in the door. Whether
it’s the faux-tiled backsplash in the
kitchen area or the pleated night-
shades below the curtain window
treatments, everything is installed
neatly. Another nice decorative ele-
ment is the brown and black wood
molding that frames the slideout,
which has Berber-style carpet.

It’s obvious that the Starcraft design
team put a lot of thought into the 
Autumn Ridge 245DS travel trailer as
this attractive and sensible model
packs friendly features into a reason-
ably sized model. A good choice for
many, the popular travel trailer also
checks in at an attractive price point. q

cious floorplan and a multitude of invit-
ing creature comforts, the trailer, which
sleeps five, uses 5/8-inch tongue-and-
groove plywood decking on 2-by-3-inch
floor joists and R-7 fiberglass insulation
to create a substantial floor for a trailer
in this size and price bracket.

Featuring a slideout with a dinette
table (a free-standing table with four
chairs is an option), the trailer is loaded
with interior storage space. From the
38-inch-deep drawers under each of the
dinette booth seats to the four sets of
overhead cabinets above the removable
dinette, the entertainment center, the J-
Steel sofa and the queen-size bed, there
are plenty of storage options for your
essentials.

There’s also a laundry basket stor-
age space under the RV queen bed with
twin flanking wardrobe closets and the
even larger wardrobe-designated
space in the bathroom. The bath con-
tains a porcelain toilet, a sink with a
mirrored medicine cabinet and a tub
surround for the shower. Covered in a
nonskid surface, the shower insert in-
cludes a set of shelves in the corner
and a removable showerhead. The op-
tional skylight provides a significant
amount of natural lighting and the
three-tier cargo net on the back of the
locking bathroom door adds to the
trailer’s list of conveniences.

Just aft of the streetside dinette
slideout, there’s an entertainment cen-
ter with a 26-inch LCD TV and a Jensen
DVD/CD/MP3 player. The curbside gal-
ley includes the usual three-burner

range, an oversized oven with a power
hood and light, and a flush-mounted 6-
cubic-foot Norcold refrigerator/freezer
combination with beech wood panels to
match the cabinet doors. Along with a
sizable drawer below the refrigerator
and cabinets above and below the
acrylic deep-bowl sink, there are some
very useful features in the cooking
quarters such as a built-in spice rack
under the sink and a two-piece sink
cover with integrated drying racks for
plates and utensils.

Situated against the divider wall for
the bedroom is a comfortable J-Steel
sofa that converts into a bed. To control
many of the electrical components —
from the slideout to the water pump — a
small command center with an access
door to match the cabinetry is installed
just inside the entryway door. There are
plenty of electrical outlets, air-condition-
ing vents and overhead lights in the
trailer as well as in-floor ducted heating
vents —  and they are placed to move hot
or cold air right where it needs to be.
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Couples living in their RVs on a full-
time basis have an entirely differ-
ent set of priorities than families

using their rigs for the occasional week-
end or vacation. When a travel trailer or
fifth-wheel is your home for the majority
of the year — or more — compromising
on tank capacity, fit and finish, or a certain
floorplan you desire is not an option.
You’ve worked hard for the freedom to 
explore, and now you need an RV that’s
designed around your mobile lifestyle,
without extraneous features or trade-offs.

As Boomers age and the RV lifestyle
continues gaining popularity, manufac-
turers have been eager to pull out the

bunk beds, improve materials and 
finishes, add residential-grade features
and design units that make full-time life
on the road easier, more fun and more 
comfortable.

When your trailer becomes your
house, there’s even more pressure to
choose the perfect model. Ask yourself:
how much time will you spend on the
road, how often will you be connected to
services and what features will make
each day in the campground even better
than the last? Keeping your priorities top
of mind, we have scoured the industry to
assemble a listing of 12 trailers built for
full-timers just like you.

by Tom Kaiser

Full-Time Comfort
A selection of free-wheeling accommodations for full-timing couples

More Online!For more imagesand floorplans of these
full-time RVs check outTrailerLife.com

www.trailerlife.com
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An all-new floorplan for 2013, the
Washington is a larger variant of 
CrossRoads’ luxurious line of 
Rushmore fifth-wheels with dual slide-
outs and optional dual awnings. Full-
time-accommodation features begin in
the open-plan kitchen area with a large
dual-sink island, spacious pantry, 

standard dual-door refrigerator and a
free-standing table with chairs. The 
living area is defined by a large enter-
tainment center with an optional fire-
place, a standard desk, 84-inch sofa
and a separate loveseat for entertaining
or stretching out in front of the TV. In
the bedroom, a 60-by-80-inch queen
bed is standard, with an optional king-
size mattress. A 24-by-36-inch skylight
brightens the room, while a wardrobe
with drawers, vanity, washer/dryer prep
and in-room entertainment center adds
utility. The single-door bathroom has a
roomy 30-by-38-inch shower.

Exterior Length 39’ 11”
Exterior Width 8’
Exterior Height 12’ 9”
Interior Height 8’ 6” 
Freshwater Cap 92 gal.
Black-water Cap 40 gal.

Gray-water Cap 80 gal.
LP-Gas 14 gal.
Dry Weight 12,474 lbs.
Hitch Weight 2,698 lbs.
GVWR 15,500 lbs.
Base MSRP $65,250 (estimated)

Rushmore (CrossRoads) Washington 260-593-3850, www.crossroadsrv.com
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A fifth-wheel designed for elegance, 
dependability and lasting appeal, DRV’s
Mobile Suites-series 38TKSB3 offers a
king-size bedroom (and mattress), a side
bath with a tub or shower, a linen closet,
space for a washer and dryer, a generous
kitchen pantry, a large dinette with 
cabinet, an optional built-in fireplace,

home-style entertainment center, interior
LED lights and a dramatic, classy kitchen
with hanging sconces above the central 
island or peninsula. Full-timing couples
will appreciate the residential-grade stain-
less steel appliances and fixtures, a hard-
wood door separating the bath and
bedroom, Corian countertops and range
cover, built-in desk and walk-in, cedar-
lined front closet with shoe rack. Hardware
features include a 40,000-Btu Suburban
furnace, 100 gallons of freshwater capac-
ity, a solar-ready rooftop, a 3-inch insulated
floor, one-piece rubber roof, Kodiak disc
brakes and midship turn signals.

Exterior Length 38’ 4”
Exterior Width 8’ 5”
Exterior Height 12’ 8”
Interior Height 6’ 7”
Freshwater Cap 100 gal.
Black-water Cap 50 gal.

Gray-water Cap 75 gal.
LP-Gas (2) 40-gal tanks
Dry Weight 14,400 lbs.
Hitch Weight 3,395 lbs.
GVWR 18,500 lbs.
Base MSRP $90,154

DRV Luxury Suites 38TKSB3 260-562-1075, www.drvsuites.com
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A full-time unit for those in need of an
on-board garage or deck, Dutchmen’s
Voltage 3895 fifth-wheel toy hauler
melds upscale amenities with an 
action-based lifestyle. Inside, classy 
appointments create a welcoming envi-
ronment, with a peninsula kitchen and
fashionable accent lighting, a large

dinette, prep for laundry facilities in the
rear and a walk-around queen bed.
Add-ons like remote-controlled stabi-
lizer jacks, a 20-foot power awning,
cargo door awning, keyless entry, all-
weather insulation, massive freshwater
capacity and an optional entertainment
center and garage table all add to this
model’s flexibility and appeal. The 8-by-
12-foot garage is designed to accom-
modate four-wheelers, motorcycles or
personal watercraft with non-slip floor-
ing and numerous tie-down rings — and
its Dual Fuel Pump Station includes a
30-gallon tank for filling up your toys.

Exterior Length 42’ 7”
Exterior Width 8’ 6”
Exterior Height 13’ 4”
Interior Height 8’ 5” 
Freshwater Cap 162 gal.
Black-water Cap 96 gal.

Gray-water Cap 114 gal.
LP-Gas 14 gal.
Dry Weight 14,774 lbs.
Hitch Weight 3,221 lbs.
GVWR 19,000 lbs.
Base MSRP $85,690 

Dutchmen Voltage 3895 574-537-0600, www.dutchmen-rv.com
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The Trilogy 3850 D3 is a top-notch fiver
tastefully designed to a high standard of
quality and construction. Its entrance
leads into a spacious living area built with
exceptional materials, making this a true,
full-time-worthy mobile residence. A
large island divides the dining table from
the kitchen, while the living room is head-

lined by a pair of faux leather recliners
and a built-in entertainment center with
fireplace and 40-inch screen. Full-time-
friendly features include 8 feet, 8 inches
of headroom (6 feet, 7 inches in the bed-
room), crowned ceilings, rich cherry cabi-
netry, hide-a-bed with air mattress,
king-size Serta bedroom mattress,
under-stair storage compartments and
stainless steel appliances. Luxury contin-
ues outside with LED running lights, anti-
rust coating, six-point hydraulic leveling,
heated and insulated holding tanks, a 76-
gallon freshwater tank, dual power
awnings and slam-latch baggage doors.

Exterior Length 41’ 10”
Exterior Width 8’
Exterior Height 13’ 2”
Interior Height 8’ 8” 
Freshwater Cap 76 gal.
Black-water Cap 40 gal.

Gray-water Cap 80 gal.
LP-Gas 23 gal.
Dry Weight 14,875 lbs.
Hitch Weight 2,600 lbs.
GVWR 18,000 lbs.
Base MSRP $99,325

Dynamax Trilogy 3850 D3 888-295-7859, www.dynamaxcorp.com
SP

EC
IF

IC
AT

IO
N

S

Jayco’s Pinnacle delivers a range of fea-
tures providing luxury and convenience
when your RV is your home and offers to
do so in what the company bills as an af-
fordable package. The 36REQS sleeps
four, while maintaining maximum living
space. Its big-ticket features include a
king-size bed with a hardwood head-

board, walk-in closet, chest of drawers
and laundry prep in the bedroom. A
dual-door lavatory has a corner shower
and linen closet. Stepping down into the
kitchen reveals dual countertop penin-
sulas, a Norcold fridge (optional 12
cubic-foot unit), flush-mounted oven and
a 30-inch overhead microwave. The liv-
ing room has a rear-mounted entertain-
ment center with optional fireplace,
L-shaped hide-a-bed couch and dual re-
cliners. Exterior highlights include a
sliding propane tray, plentiful basement
storage, remote-controlled electric rear
jacks and a heated utility center.

Exterior Length 40’ 1”
Exterior Width 8’
Exterior Height 13’ 2”
Interior Height 6’ 9”
Freshwater Cap 87 gal.
Black-water Cap 50 gal.

Gray-water Cap 85 gal.
LP-Gas 14 gal.
Dry Weight 11,700 lbs.
Hitch Weight 2,670 lbs.
GVWR 15,950 lbs.
Base MSRP $56,171

Jayco Pinnacle 36REQS 574-825-5861, www.jayco.com
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The Montana is available in several dif-
ferent floorplans and with optional fea-
tures like dual-pane windows, slideout
awning, king-size pillow-top mattress,
leather recliners and hide-a-bed sofa
and Onan Marquis Gold 5.5 kW LP gen-
erator. The 3402RL has an expansive liv-
ing room with 8-foot ceilings, dual rear

recliners, hide-a-bed (with air mattress),
freestanding dinette and entertainment
center with fireplace and adjacent desk.
The kitchen has an L-shape peninsula
with deep sinks, 12-cubic-foot side-by-
side fridge, Corian countertops, solid
cabinetry and Beauflor flooring. A closet
near the door is washer/dryer-ready. Up
the stairs, a private toilet lies across the
hall from a 48-by-30-inch tub. Other fea-
tures include six-point hydraulic leveling,
second in-bedroom sink, central vacuum
and a second air conditioner. For the 
adventurous, the 3402RL is approved for
zero-degree F use.

Exterior Length 38’ 3”
Exterior Width 8’
Exterior Height 12’ 9”
Interior Height 8’ 7” 
Freshwater Cap 66 gal.
Black-water Cap 50 gal.

Gray-water Cap 93 gal.
LP-Gas 14 gal.
Dry Weight 12,893 lbs.
Hitch Weight 2,305 lbs.
GVWR 15,805 lbs.
Base MSRP $73,015

Keystone Montana 3402RL 574-535-2100, www.keystonerv.com

SP
EC

IF
IC

AT
IO

N
S

Full-Time Comfort
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With Corian countertops, high-end 
fabrics, raised-panel doors, crown
molding, a unique raised living room
and a heated, enclosed underbelly, KZ’s
Stone Ridge fifth-wheel provides a luxu-
riant environment for extended-stay
couples. The front living room has an
airbed loveseat with ottoman, extra-

long sofa and oversized recliner for 
relaxation near the fireplace and 46-
inch LCD TV. The large, open kitchen
feels like home, with a hutch and table
(incl. two leaves) and chairs on the op-
posite wall. The pass-through bathroom
has a large corner shower and laundry
hookups. A large wardrobe closet and a
memory foam queen bed define the rear
bedroom, with optional king mattress.
Other features include a railing leading
to the living room, power jacks, slam-
latch exterior storage, power awning
and a high-rise faucet. Available with
many options and a two-year warranty.

Exterior Length 39’ 11”
Exterior Width 8’
Exterior Height 12’ 6”
Interior Height 6’ 4”
Freshwater Cap 100 gal.
Black-water Cap 57 gal.

Gray-water Cap 57 gal.
LP-Gas 14 gal.
Dry Weight 11,870 lbs.
Hitch Weight 2,190 lbs.
GVWR 15,000 lbs.
Base MSRP $62,695

KZ Stone Ridge 38FL 866-472-5460, www.kz-rv.com
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A full-size RV designed for all climes,
New Horizons trailers are built on
rugged chassis and available with
more than 125 options. Features 
include a seamless fiberglass roof and
walls, 12-inch steel frame rails, Big-
foot auto-hydraulic leveling and well-
lighted, heated and insulated

basement storage. The 42-foot
F42RE4SS Majestic has a rear enter-
tainment center with a pop-up TV,
loveseat with coffee table and dual 
recliners. The kitchen has exceptional
counter space, a pantry and optional
island.  A walk-through bath with laun-
dry hookups leads to a spacious bed-
room with king-size bed. Interior
features include residential appliances
(including four-burner Verona range),
residential-grade mattress, quality
furniture/cabinets, dual-zone, ducted
AC, dual-pane windows and 100 gal-
lons of freshwater capacity.

Exterior Length 41’ 6”
Exterior Width 8’ 6”
Exterior Height 13’ 4”
Interior Height 8’
Freshwater Cap 100 gal.
Black-water Cap 70 gal.

Gray-water Cap 70 gal.
LP-Gas 19 gal.
Dry Weight 20,850 lbs.
Hitch Weight 4,170 lbs.
GVWR 24,850 lbs.
MSRP ($178,900 as shown)

New Horizons Majestic F42RE4SS 800-235-3140, www.horizonsrv.com
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With dual entrances at the rear and in
the bedroom, the Tuscany 280RLSB is an
affordable, roomy travel trailer designed
to bring luxury to extended-stay campers
without the size or weight of larger fifth-
wheels. Its floorplan is an open design
with generous storage and pantry space,
vaulted ceilings, solid-surface counter-

tops, Ultraleather recliners, sleeper sofa,
three Fan-Tastic vents, a 32-inch LED liv-
ing room TV, “no-mess” sewer manage-
ment and generous tanks for living off
the grid. Other features include large ex-
terior luggage doors, an “easy-ride” sus-
pension with shock absorbers and a
35,000-Btu heating system. A living room
fireplace, bedroom TV, larger refrigera-
tor, two dinette choices, four-seasons 
insulation package, thermal pane win-
dows and outdoor table are all optional
to suit your individual lifestyle. A unique
metallic backsplash brightens the inte-
rior with a hint of old-time charm.

Exterior Length 34’ 4”
Exterior Width 8’
Exterior Height 11’ 6”
Interior Height 6’ 11”
Freshwater Cap 70 gal.
Black-water Cap 50 gal.

Gray-water Cap 80 gal.
LP-Gas 14 gal.
Dry Weight 8,250 lbs.
Hitch Weight 1,080 lbs.
GVWR 10,300 lbs.
Base MSRP $46,000

Outdoors RV Black Stone Tuscany 280RLSB 541-624-5500, www.outdoorsrvmfg.com
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Full-Time Comfort
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While most RV manufacturers tout their
residential-grade features, Redwood’s
36RL has the details, finishes and em-
bedded ceiling vents/lighting and 6-foot,
10-inch ceilings (and slides) that make
its units look remarkably similar to mod-
ern, deluxe home interiors. The bedroom
area is large for everyday comfort, with a

60-by-80-inch queen bed, a “diva closet”
with 96 inches of space and “regular”
hangers and a 9-foot bank of drawers. A
beautiful bathroom has a hardwood 
privacy door and home-style glass-door
shower with sizable medicine and under-
sink cabinets. Side-by-side laundry
equipment resides in the hallway leading
down to the living area, featuring two full
pantries, large refrigerator, embedded
wastebasket in the central island, Dia-
mond Furniture sprung seating, an exec-
utive pullout desk and beautiful flooring,
tiles and surfaces for a no-compromise
home on wheels.

Exterior Length 38’ 11”
Exterior Width 96”
Exterior Height 12’ 11”
Interior Height 8’ 6” 
Freshwater Cap 104 gal.
Black-water Cap 45 gal.

Gray-water Cap 90 gal.
LP-Gas 14 gal.
Dry Weight 12,970 lbs.
Hitch Weight 2,580 lbs.
GVWR 16,000 lbs.
MSRP $90,674

Redwood 36RL 574-457-7800, www.redwood-rv.com
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A builder of custom trailers, Space
Craft’s Residential Model 400-045 is a
40-foot fifth-wheel showcasing the
brand’s possibilities for full-timers. Each
unit can have multiple fully insulated
slideouts, heavy-duty frames, molded
fiberglass roofs and ceilings. Different
ceiling heights can be chosen and many

units have heated pass-through storage
under the entire trailer. The pictured unit
has three wardrobes and a 60-by-80-
inch queen mattress with lift-up storage
and a walk-through bath with large cor-
ner shower, commode room and laun-
dry facilities. Dual slideouts, a spacious
kitchen with island, generous dining
table, twin recliners, a large rear couch,
solid wood cabinetry and beautiful 
entertainment center define the living
space. Optional air-bag ride, auto-level-
ing hydraulic jacks, dishwasher drawer
and side-by-side fridge cater to full-
timers wanting to customize their RV.

Exterior Length 40’
Exterior Width 8’ 6”
Exterior Height 13’ 2”
Interior Height 8’ (kitchen), 6’ 1” (bedroom)
Freshwater Cap 80 gal.
Black-water Cap 45 gal.

Gray-water Cap 90 gal.
LP-Gas 19 gal.
Dry Weight 16,000 lbs.
Hitch Weight 4,200 lbs.
GVWR 21,000 lbs.
Base MSRP ($125,000 as shown)

Space Craft 400-045 660-463-7520, www.spacecraftmfg.com

SP
EC

IF
IC

AT
IO

N
S

Built by Winnebago with luxuriant
amenities, upscale furniture and a
floorplan designed around couples,
SunnyBrook’s Raven 3300CK fifth-
wheel has a sporty exterior, with a spa-
cious interior that works just as well
for entertaining as it does keeping cou-
ples happy and comfortable for months

at a time. The large bedroom includes
a 60-by-80-inch pillow-top queen mat-
tress, under-bed storage, ducted AC, a
bedside cabinet and a deep wardrobe
with shelves. The dual-entrance bath-
room has a walk-in shower, large
medicine cabinet and porcelain stool.
This floorplan truly shines in the stately
open-concept island kitchen, free-
standing dinette and rear living area
with sofa, opposing recliners, abundant
overhead storage cabinetry and full-
wall entertainment center with a pop-
up big-screen TV and optional
fireplace. q

Exterior Length 34’ 11”
Exterior Width 8’
Exterior Height 11’ 11”
Interior Height 6’
Freshwater Cap 50 gal.
Black-water Cap 44 gal.

Gray-water Cap 84 gal.
LP-Gas 30 gal.
Dry Weight 10,060 lbs.
Hitch Weight 2,200 lbs.
GVWR 14,200 lbs.
MSRP ($45,900 as shown)

SunnyBrook Raven 3300CK 574-825-5250, www.sunnybrookrv.com
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I f you compare oil filter systems
used in automatic transmissions
from 50 years ago to present-day,
you won’t see many changes until

just the past few years. Common were
“boulder-catching” screens or coarse fil-
ter pads mounted in the pan, with effi-
ciencies of 100-150 microns. Pan filters
are a bit better today, catching particles in
the 70-80 micron range. A more impor-
tant development has been the high-effi-
ciency spin–on or cartridge filters used
on some of the newest automatics found
in light trucks and RVs. However, there
remain many older rigs or vehicles with
newer transmissions that are not so well
equipped. Here’s a little 411 on filtration
that should help you decide whether
yours needs improvement or not.

The Down and Dirty
John G. Eleftherakis and Ibrahim Khalil
are not household names, but since the
1980s, they have tested hundreds of
transmissions and analyzed thousands
of oil samples. These two engineers
broke ATF contamination into two cate-
gories: Type I and Type II.

Type I is created during manufac-
turing. Type II is formed during normal
break-in and wear and tear. After about
70,000 miles without an oil change, the
ATF is a slurry of Type I and II debris,
containing approximately 263 mil-
ligrams per liter (mg/l) of contaminants
that is 90 percent metallic. The parti-
cles range in sizes from 5 to 80 
microns, about 82 percent of them
larger than 5 microns. Most of that

passes through the average filter. It can
cause sticky valves, cumulative wear
and internal leakage. When 100 mg/l
was added to the fluid during a test, it
took only 750 hours (about 40,000 miles
of driving) to seriously degrade trans-
mission operation.

Improved Filtration
An automatic needs a high volume of
oil flow and the technology to do that
economically and in a small space is
only just now available. If your rig’s
automatic has a spin-on filter, it’s
likely within the efficiency range of a
premium engine oil filter or a hy-
draulic filter.

Changing the fluid does eliminate
the buildup of contamination and that’s

by Jim Allen

Keep Your Automatic Transmission
TRANNY FILT

The automatic transmission in this Ram,
and in your truck, is probably the hardest
working part of the vehicle when towing,
no matter the brand of truck. A few sim-
ple tips can keep it going reliably during a
lifetime of towing. It comes down to this:
keep the fluid cool, change it when it be-
gins to break down and keep it clean.

www.trailerlife.com
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always a viable method. On the down-
side, you are often tossing the baby out
with the bathwater. The ATF itself is
fine, just loaded with more contami-
nants than you would like. Plus, con-
tamination levels will rise and fall
according to how long it’s been since
the last change. What’s more, a fluid
change is more difficult on modern
transmissions because torque con-
verter drains are largely a thing of the
past. Without them, you can only drain
30-40 percent of the oil. A more com-

plete change can be done via the cooler
lines but there are caveats to that which
we don’t have space to detail here.

The easy path to clean ATF is a filter
in one of the cooler lines. A certain per-
centage of the hot torque converter oil
is shuttled off to oil coolers and the re-

n Alive (Almost) Forever

turned oil is used for lubrication. Just
about any cooler line filter is beneficial,
including an engine oil filter or a hy-
draulic filter on a universal base, but
there are specialty filter kits, two of
which we were able to test. The finer
the filtration the better, but filter flow

TER TECH

Ryan Stark at Blackstone Labs runs our contamination tests on a Rockwell Automation Digital
Contam-Alert particle counter. This tool uses a pore blockage method, but computerized auto-
matic optical and manual optical methods are also commonly used.

Most automatics have a filter something like
this inside the pan, a metal housing that con-
tains a felt pad or a screen. The best of these in
recent times filters down to 70-80 microns. The
screens of old ranged from 100-200 microns.

Chrysler, like many in the industry these days, is 
installing better filters into its newest transmissions.
Many Ram transmissions, like this 65RFE unit for a 2012
1500 series truck, have an internal spin-on filter in the
cooler circuit. If your truck has a built-in spin-on filter,
external or in the pan, adding additional filtration is
generally unnecessary. In a few of these cases, 
improved filters can be substituted for the factory filter.

www.trailerlife.com


IN A JAM? CALL GOOD SAM!
 over 25 years experience  

 
 

Good Sam Roadside Assistance  

*Introductory rate available for first-time buyers only. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & 
Travel Club, LLC for members residing in all other states. All program benefits are subject to the limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure, which is accessible at GoodSamERS.com/mbbs.

 

CALL 1-800-742-1604
CLICK GoodSamRoadside.com/ad

DON’T LEAVE HOME 
WITHOUT GOOD SAM 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

5 GREAT REASONS to have

Good Sam Roadside Assistance

   24/7 Emergency roadside assistance for 

your owned RV, household vehicles, and 

even motorcycles

   Spouse and dependent children 

covered – FREE

   Unlimited distance towing to the 

nearest service facility, - no matter  

if it’s 5 or 500 miles

   Roadside services such as battery 

jumpstarts, fuel delivery, dispatch of a 

mobile mechanic, and flat tire service

   Caller locator technology, which allows 

us to pinpoint your exact location

FOR 13 MONTHS1 MONTH FREEReg. $112.95

ONLY
$79.95*
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must match the maximum cooler flow
of the trans (typically 2-6 gallons per
minute in light trucks). The most im-
portant feature is a bypass valve so that
if the filter ever plugs, full lubricant
flow will continue.

Generally, an add-on filter is in-
stalled in the return line between the
cooler and the trans. Debris likes to
settle in coolers, but it can decide to
move at any time. On a new truck, it’s
important to get the filter on right
away to eliminate Type 1 debris and
catch the Type II break-in material. On
a used truck, you can install the filter
at any time.

If you ever have a trans rebuilt, in-
stalling a cooler line filter becomes
even more important as problems with
Type 1 and Type II break-in debris are
more common, as well as the possibil-
ity of debris from the previous failure
lurking in the lines and coolers. If the
tranny shop doesn’t install a cooler
line filter as part of the job (many do),
you should.

Clean Fluid
The filter close-up sections provide
more information about the effects of
transmission filtration on oil cleanli-
ness. The longer a filtration system is in
place, the cleaner the ATF will get until
it levels out at the maximum efficiency
of the filter. That usually happens in
less than 5,000 miles, according to our
sources at Racor. It’s then maintained
at that level, even as the trans produces
more wear debris.

Eleftherakis and Khalil determined

that between the built-in Type 1 and
Type II contaminants from break-in, the
average new transmission will generate
75 percent of its lifetime contaminants
in the first 5,000 miles. That’s a great
clue and can be interpreted a couple of
ways. Either you need to change that
fluid early to get the contaminants out
or start filtering better early.

In their 1998 SAE (Society of Auto-
motive Engineers) paper, “Optimizing
Automatic Transmission Filtration,”
Eleftherakis and Khalil opined that no
more than 25 mg/l of contaminants
should be allowed to remain in a trans-
mission lubricant and less 10 mg/l
practically ensures no trouble due to
particulates. A rough calculation by
Blackstone Labs indicates both of our
test trucks are now well below 10 mg/l.
On top of that, oxidation levels are 
reduced so the oil will last longer in
service. Longer trans life and fewer oil
changes are a net plus, and will give
you peace of mind and in your wallet.

When the Allison auto trans found its way into
Chevrolet and GMC light trucks in 2001, so did
its signature external spin-on filter. They
have conventional suction filters in the pan
but the external spin-on has a micron nomi-
nal efficiency of around 15. Certain late-
model Fords, with the 5R110W trans, have an
inline bypass filter element with a cartridge-
type filter. Most of the improved filtration has
been seen in the higher GVWR light trucks.

Transmission Filter Tech
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MAGNEFINE
Magnefine packs a lot of capability into
a small package. Looking like an over-
sized fuel filter, it was developed in
Australia. The OEMs used them prima-
rily with warranty remanufactured
transmissions; and they are currently
being used by a major OEM as a power
steering filter.

Magnefine comes in two forms, a
discardable filter or one with a service-
able billet aluminum housing. Within

(Top) A Magnefine installed in the transmission
cooler line using Quik-Fittings that have a
compression fitting on one end and a barbed
hose fitting on the other. This makes for a safe,
leak-free attachment on cut tubing. A section
of the metal line is cut out in a safe, convenient
spot. Without the Quik fittings, flare the ends of
the cooler line to prevent hose creep or blow-
off under pressure. Use only ATF-rated, high-
temperature hose (included in kit). 

(Bottom) Magnefine offers a billet aluminum
filter housing with JIC fittings for a more per-
manent and secure installation. It uses the
same filter and magnet as the Nylon 66 hous-
ing but can be replaced by unscrewing the
housing.

Transmission Filter Tech
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Recommended change interval is
30,000 miles. It may not be the most 
efficient filter in our group, but given its
low cost and ease of installation, it’s
certainly something to consider for
those with tight budgets. It delivered a
lot of cleaning, dropping the oil two ISO
codes in 2,200 miles.

The Magnefine can also function as
a power steering filter, a system that
usually has no filtration at all. When in-
stalled on the low-pressure return line,
the Magnefine will continuously filter
the power steering fluid. Filtered, this
fluid should add significant life to the
system, especially rack and pinion sys-
tems that are more sensitive to particu-

late matter. We tested Magnefines on
the power steering of two trucks, a
2005 F-150 (rack & pinion) for 552
miles and an 1986 F-250 diesel (recir-
culating ball) for 289 miles. In the F-150
the ISO code dropped from 20/17/12 to
17/15/12 and in the F-250 diesel it
dropped from a grungy 21/18/14 to
18/16/13 (For more information and de-
tails about ISO Oil Cleanliness Stan-
dards and Ratings, see web exclusive
content More Transmission Filter Tech
at www.trailerlife.com).

MAGNEFINE TEST RESULTS
’05 Ford F-150HD 4x4, 4R75E Automatic
Beginning ISO Code..................15/14/12
Ending ISO Code ........................13/12/9
Elapsed Miles ................................2,269

Micron Actual Particle Counts
Size Begin/End 

>2 533/101
>5 197/37
>10 55/10
>15 21/4
>25 5/0
>50 0/0
>100 0/0

RACOR LFS 22825
The Racor name is well known in diesel
truck and RV circles for fuel filtration,
but its parent company, Parker Filtra-
tion, is a player in every part of the 

both is a 35 micron (nominal) filter with
approximately 49 square inches of
media. A strong magnet with a flow di-
rector is mounted at the inlet end to
catch ferrous material before the oil
passes through the filter media. It has a
bypass valve, comes with 5/16-, 3/8- or
1/2-inch fittings and can be installed
into cooler hoses. Maximum flow rate is
approximately 7 GPM for the 5/16-inch
filter (the larger filters flow more).
Given that more than 50 percent of
transmission wear metals are ferrous,
and the magnet will catch virtually all of
it, according to the manufacturer, over-
all efficiency is more than the filter ele-
ment rating alone would indicate.

Cutaway of a Magnefine shows the 35 micron cellulose filter element (1) with a built-in
bypass valve, the magnet and flow director (2) and the Nylon 66 housing (3). This housing
has been rated for a 560 PSI burst pressure and for leakage at extremes of temperature
from -40 to 302 degrees Fahrenheit. 

The Magnefine filters are marked “Power Steering” or “Automatic Transmission” but
they are identical filters. The installation kit contents are designed for the different appli-
cations. The billet aluminum filter can be used in either location.

The Racor filter base mounts anywhere the
hoses will reach. The trans crossmember is a
good spot if there’s room. We mounted it on the
outboard side of the passenger chassis rail on
the F-250. The extra ports in the filter housing
of the Racor (arrows) are convenient because
you can install a valve for trans flushes and/or
a sending unit to read fluid temperature.

www.trailerlife.com
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Don’t miss out on 
all the fun this winter!

 

Resorts Nationwide!

800-405-6188

Warm Weather 
Exciting Concerts
Sporting Tournaments 
Close to Spring Training 
On-site Activities 
Dinners, Dances & Much More!
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filtration game. Racor’s LFS transmis-
sion filter kits stemmed from customer
demand, mostly in the commercial
light- and medium-duty truck markets.
Shuttle vans, ambulances, delivery
vans, etc., are all based on light- and
medium-duty platforms and when op-

erated in the stop and go, 24/7 environ-
ment of a working truck, trans failures
are a big expense and so is mainte-
nance. The Racor LFS kits were de-
signed to save money in both areas.

The Racor LFS transmission filter kit
uses a highly efficient synthetic media,

spin-on filter with 7-micron nominal and
10-micron absolute ratings. It flows 8
gallons per minute and has a built-in by-
pass valve. The kit comes with the filter,
filter base, bracket and fittings. With 234
square inches of media, it has a very
large capacity to carry dirt. While the
recommended service interval is listed
by Racor at 30,000 in severe use, it
seems likely it could go much farther in
light-duty trucks. Optional to the basic
kit are hoses in various lengths and fit-
ting attachments.

The Racor dropped the ATF in our
1986 F-250 test vehicle a full ISO code in
a very short period of time. It’s the most
efficient filter in our group by a large
margin and a very well-built filter. Since
it’s designed for medium-duty use, it
would be a very robust system in light-
duty use.

The Racor kit includes the cast filter base,
synthetic media filter, bracket and hardware. 
Optional are hose kits of assorted lengths
with the proper JIC fittings for your cooler
lines.  Any good hydraulic shop could make
these hoses as well.

Transmission Filter Tech

www.trailerlife.com
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RACOR LFS TEST RESULTS
’86 Ford F-250 HD, C-6 Automatic
Beginning ISO Code ................16/15/13
Ending ISO Code ......................15/14/11
Elapsed Miles....................................423

Micron Actual Particle Counts
Size Begin/End 

>2 1046/358
>5 387/132
>10 108/37
>15 41/14
>25 9/3
>50 0/0
>100 0/0

BD DIESEL
PERFORMANCE
BD makes spin-on transmission filter
kits ideal for many trucks used in
recreational towing applications. The
kits vary according to application, but
the base and filter remain the same.
The base contains a built-in bypass
valve that is robust and precise. The 
Luberfiner filter, built by Champion
Labs, is rated at 25 microns absolute,
10 microns nominal. It’s a very large fil-
ter, with 325 square inches of a cellu-
lose/synthetic blend media and has a
very high-flow rate of 20 GPM. Because it
has so much media it likely could be
used for an extended period.

We were not able to test this setup,
but given the filter specifications we
would expect it to perform at about the
same level as the Magnefine. BD rec-
ommends a 50,000-mile light-duty
change interval, a 30,000-mile severe-
duty interval and 3,000 miles for a new
or rebuilt transmission. q

Blackstone Labs www.blackstone-labs.com, 260-744-2380

SAE International www.sae.org, 877-606-7323

Magnefine Boss Products USA www.bossproductsusa.com

Racor www.parker.com/racor, 800-344-3286

BD Performance www.dieselperformance.com, 800-887-5030

The BD kits are application-specific and
come with all you need for that particular in-
stallation. Not shown are the included hoses.
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W inter camping has its
own special beauty, and
for a growing number of
RV enthusiasts this brisk

season no longer means packing up the
rig for months of storage every year.
However, even the hardiest of humans
finds it a challenge to be comfortable in
a blizzard. Fortunately there are dozens
of travel trailers equipped with frigid-
temperature insulation packages to help
occupants as well as components
weather the winter climates they may
want to venture into. 

These may include standards or 
options such as double-pane windows, in-
sulated water lines and valves, and insu-
lated and/or heated water and holding
tanks. Some trailers old and not-so-old
may not be so lucky. They require special
preparation because they were not spe-
cially designed for below-freezing weather.
Here are a few tips that can help prepare
any trailer for that next winter destination.

Power
Access to power such as an electrical
hookup would make cold-weather
camping toasty, but that’s not always
going to happen, so be ready to rely on
batteries and generators. Power 
requirements can be handled by an AC
generator, a good set of “house batter-
ies” — a total of at least 210-amp hours
(350 minutes of reserve capacity at the
25-amp rate) — and a better electrical
converter than is found in most trailers.
A top-notch electrical converter is a key
component here. Most standard con-
verters perform well on the power-sup-
ply side. But during winter, you need
multistage charging.

If your unit carries a multistage
charger that can produce at least 14.2
volts during a bulk charge phase (see
your RV literature), then you are good. If
not, then look into multistage chargers
such as the Iota DLS 75 Smart Charger
or Xantrex TrueCharge2. Check the 

story and photos by Brad Clayton

Your trailer may
need special

attention if you
are headed for a
winter destination

www.trailerlife.com
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Internet for retail sources and other
similar products. Other similar multi-
stage high-output chargers are also
suitable. Rapid battery recharging while
running the generators less is the ulti-
mate goal.

Compact portable generators such
as the Yamaha EF2000iS or Honda
EU2000iA 2000-watt units are amazingly
quiet and can operate charging units
such as Iota’s DLS 75, as well as other
12-volt DC toys such as a TV, computer
or DVD player.

Water Everywhere
You can winterize your trailer and lock it
behind a fence for the season, but that
defeats the purpose of owning it for about
one-third of the year in some parts of the
country, or venturing into certain parts of
the country during winter.

Protection against freezing is im-
portant because burst pipes lead to ex-
pensive and rather inconvenient

repairs. In order to evaluate your
trailer’s winter capability, you should
inspect water line routing from the in-
side and out, or in the basement. All of
the pipes should be exposed to the
heated interior of the RV. It’s not neces-
sary to keep the lines hot, but they need
to be warmer than 32 degrees F.

Warm air circulation to the inner re-
cesses of the RV can be improved
sometimes through additional air vents.
Beyond that, additional insulation may
be needed to reduce the rate of heat
loss, especially in outside compart-
ments where tank valves and water
lines are located. Water in drainpipes
usually will not freeze because water
does not typically stand inside them.

Several types of insulation are effec-
tive in various applications and are
available at building supply, hardware
and automotive supply stores:

Regular old-fashioned fiberglass bat-
ting (the pink kind) is good for packing
into basements and compartments that
are not all that well insulated, but don’t
let fiberglass get wet.

Polyurethane-foam spray such as

Great Stuff Big Gap Sealer by Dow will
expand when it exits from the nozzle of
the can and can effectively seal corners
and gaps, and can be shaped and
formed like putty.

Bubble insulation (such as Reflectix
or Prodex brands) are made up of thou-
sands of small bubbles in a plastic
mesh covered in a foil sandwich. It is
reflective and has insulating qualities. It
can be attached with contact cement to
almost any surface.

Foil-covered styrene Fome-Cor Board
can be used to further insulate interior
or exterior storage cabinets using spray
adhesive to attach the board to the walls
of the compartments.

Spray exterior tanks and undercarriage
structures with automotive undercoating
to further protect them from winter road
elements, ice, snow and water.

If they are just too isolated from heat,
holding tank valves in a vented compart-
ment can be freeze-protected with the
low heat of a 60- or 100-watt incandes-
cent light bulb, if you have shorepower.

(Clockwise from top left) There are many simple ways to prepare for winter travel. Wrapping hoses
with heat tape and insulation is a good way to keep water supplies open. Polyurethane foam can be
used to spot-insulate drafty areas. Reflective insulation can be used in compartments. 

www.trailerlife.com
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Model 2185 shown in Rain Forest

Dare to compare.  Discover the Lance difference.
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All-new interiors and ultra-light weight construction. 

With enough room for everyone to get out and explore.

L A N C E C A M P E R . C O M

 

 

 

2 Doors. Sleeps 7

 

 

 

00

L A N C E

1.ors. Sleeps 77.

 

 

 

% Lance.

A M P E R . C O MCL A N C E

00

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e. e to comparDar

ith enough room foWWi

All-new interiors and ultra-light weight construction.

 

 

 

Discover the Lance difference.

yone to get out and exploror everry

All-new interiors and ultra-light weight construction.

 

 

 

Discover the Lance difference.

yone to get out and explore.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heating pads and other specialized heat-
ing elements for such purposes are also
available, but lacking something more
sophisticated, the light bulbs may do the
trick. If dump-valve protection is simply
not available, you can protect them by
pouring a gallon or two of RV non-toxic
or low-temperature windshield washer
fluid (not for use in potable water sys-
tems) into each holding tank prior to the
trip. The proportion will vary with ambi-
ent temperature and the amount of the
fluid already in the tank, but even if the
tank valves are protected with anti-
freeze, the bathroom compartment
needs to be insulated and heated if the

water lines extend into it or they will
freeze. Anti-freeze should also be used
in the P-traps that are not within heated
areas. If you have an icemaker, it should
be disconnected and winterized.

Above and beyond additional insula-
tion, there are electrical heating pads
for holding tanks, pipes and water lines
that can be very effective. The better
heaters, such as those available from
UltraHeat, come in a variety of sizes and
are thermostatically controlled (not acti-
vated until the ambient temperature
reaches 44 degrees F). Look for models
offered for 12-volt DC and/or 120-volt
AC power sources; that way they can be
used when hooked up to shorepower, or
when boondocking.

Slides, Windows
and Doors
A few late-model high-end trailers, es-
pecially those with “cold-weather 

packages” have double-pane, gas-filled
or purged windows that are far better in-
sulators than single-pane windows. You
can use storm-window kits, basically
clear plastic sheets stretched over win-
dows with the edges taped to the win-
dow frames then made tight with a heat
gun or hair dryer, in some situations to
improve the heat-retention qualities of
your trailer’s windows if necessary.
These kits can usually be found in hard-
ware and home improvement stores.
(Note: A hair drier is a handy tool to have
around during winter RV travel for
emergency pipe defrosting.)

The doors in trailers often have less
insulation than walls and single-pane
windows, so they are good places to add
more insulation when getting prepared
for winter destinations. Bubble-type in-
sulation and Fome-Cor Board are good
ideas here.

Most trailers have slideouts these
days, and it’s necessary to prevent the
buildup of ice and snow on top of these
slideouts or on the awnings. This may
mean retracting slideouts and awnings

Holding-tank valves and hoses in the com-
partment can be freeze-protected with a 60-
or 100-watt light bulb.

Winter Prep
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The Trailair® Service Center is now the 
Lippert Components Customer Service Center! 

1701 Century Drive, Goshen IN 46528

Exciting News!

What’s New?
Comfortable customer waiting lounge with TV and refreshments

5-Bay service center to accommodate more customers
Monthly accessory upgrade specials

Call 1-866-LCI-SVC1 for more information! 
Visit us online at www.lci1.com or shop online at store.lci1.com

Exclusive Level Up™ Indiana Installer 
The one and only Automatic 6-Point 5th Wheel 

Leveling System on the market today!  Save time and 
energy setting up your campsite today! 

Trailair Suspension & Hitch Enhancements:
Air Ride Pin Boxes

Equa-Flex Suspension Enhancement
Center Point Air Ride Suspension

Wet Bolt Upgrade Kits

Tri Glide Air Ride Pin Box

JT’s Strong Arm  
Jack Stabilizers

Equa-Flex® 
Rubberized Suspension

Level Up™ 

Demontrond RV, Houston TX:  Call 1-800-392-1480
Lazydays RV, Seffner FL: Call 1-888-500-5299

Lazydays RV (fomerly Beaudry RV), Tuscon AZ: Call 1-800-306-4016
General RV, Michigan & Illinois locations: Call 1-800-778-4878
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during a snowstorm, especially heavily
blowing snow, or having to clean snow
off the top before it turns to ice.

Catalytic Heat
Portable catalytic heaters can dramati-
cally improve your comfort and are of-
fered by a number of manufacturers
such as Coleman, SportCat and Heat
Buddy in output range up to 18,000 Btu.
Some of these heaters can operate inde-
pendently using a portable gas source or
be connected to the trailer’s LP-gas sys-
tem. Camco’s Olympian Wave Catalytic
Safety Heater is popular among RV en-
thusiasts and can be used portably or in-
stalled inside the RV, as long as
clearance requirements are met.

Catalytic heaters don’t normally re-
quire connection to a 12-volt DC electri-
cal source, although some models do,
which drains the battery when boon-
docking. They are very efficient at pro-
ducing heat but produce a flame,
creating radiant heat by combining oxy-
gen with propane inside the catalyst pad.

The catalytic heaters are not 

approved by RVIA for installation in new
RVs due to fact that the organization’s
building code requires outside venting of
heaters and furnaces — but not gas
stoves. Unvented catalytic heaters con-
sume small amounts of oxygen (during
combustion) from inside the RV, and pro-
duce very small amounts of carbon
monoxide, resulting in a recommenda-
tion by all heater manufacturers that a
window or vent be left partially open.
Ventilation is absolutely needed anyway
to relieve condensation levels that in-
crease with the use of a catalytic heater.
And all newer RVs have CO detectors,
which should be tested regularly, as well.
It’s very important to avoid using un-
vented flame-producing heat sources of
any kind inside a trailer, other than the
occasional stove or oven for cooking.

Winter RVing can present some in-
teresting challenges. However, for those
who are up for it, and enjoy getting out
instead of sitting on the couch, these tips
and a little hard work can stretch the
travel season and make year-round ad-
ventures on the road a reality. q

The Coleman Company
800-835-3278, www.coleman.com

Dow Chemical Company
800-258-2436, greatstuff.dow.com

American Honda Company
770-497-6400, www.honda.com

IOTA Engineering
520-294-3292,
www.iotaengineering.com

Prodex
720-733-1661,
www.insulation4less.com

Reflectix Inc.
800-879-3645, www.reflectixinc.com

UltraHeat Inc.
574-522-6594, www.ultraheat.com

US Catalytic (Camco Manufacturing)
800-334-2004, uscatalytic.com

Yamaha Motor Corp., USA
800-962-7926,
www.yamaha-motor.com

Xantrex Technology, Inc.
800-446-6180, www.xantrex.com
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story and photos by Gary Wescott

[ Start Your Engine Every Time ]

ELECTRICAL
SYSTEM UPGRADES

H
ave you ever had that sinking
feeling when you turn the key,
and nothing happens, that it
could be the starter? Or it

could be the batteries, especially if you
have a newer diesel with common rail
direct injection and glow plugs. When
the “Wait to Start” light comes on, those
little glow plugs that preheat the cham-
bers above the pistons in Power Stroke
and Duramax engines are, in essence, a

dead short, sucking any surface charge
off your batteries if they are already low.
Now those same batteries need enough
power reserve to spin the engine fast
enough for the oil pump to produce
around 22,000 PSI to open the injectors.

That’s asking a lot of a little starter
on a cold morning, or a pair of batteries
that are not fully charged, possibly be-
cause the alternator is getting tired. And
then again, the whole problem could be
just a bad or corroded ground wire. Gas
burners start a little easier, but their
electrical system is just as important.

So what do you do? Fortify that electri-
cal system while you still can.

We had Ken Imler Diesel Perform-
ance inspect the electrical system on
our 1999 Ford Super Duty in preparation
for a lengthy expedition. We are about to
take on a trans-Eurasian odyssey, driv-
ing from Lisbon, Portugal, to Shanghai,
China, through 26 countries and follow-
ing the legendary Silk Road, an adven-
ture we expect will take at least three
years. We could not afford to take risks
with any part of that critical system. And
while your tow vehicle may never see
such rugged and torturous miles, it can
nonetheless benefit from these very
same upgrades. 
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Battery Boxes
Odyssey batteries use absorbed glass
mat (AGM) technology to offer, in one
package, the advantages of both a high-
powered starting battery and a deep-
cycle battery, good for up to 400 cycles
at 80 percent depth of discharge. That’s
sort of like a sprinter and a long-
distance runner in one. Odyssey plates
are made of pure virgin lead (unlike the
lead alloy in most batteries) so they can
pack in more plates, which means
more plate surface area and much
more power. They deliver twice the
overall power of conventional batteries
with a lifespan of eight to 12 years. We
installed two fresh Group 34/78-PC1500
Odyssey Extreme batteries.

While we may think of our trucks as
only mechanical devices, they also have
many different electronic parts that re-

semble a personal computer more than
a vehicle. All these little computers
draw power as they remember your
personal seat and outside mirror posi-
tions and your favorite radio stations.
Most trucks built from the early 1990s
contain a small component called a
powertrain control module (PCM) that
electronically controls parts and runs
diagnostic tests. It only makes sense to
have the best batteries you can afford,
especially if you plan on keeping your
RV. There are many sizes of batteries,
each with its own power rating and con-
figuration. For example, Odyssey makes
at least 18 models, some with side
posts and others with the more com-
mon top posts. Some models have both.

When you are installing dual batter-
ies like most diesel trucks require, it’s
always important to use two of the

same type and size. We also checked all
cables and auxiliary wires leading to 
accessories like our winch and driving
lights, making sure that ground wires
were clean and tight.

Spinning Alternators
No matter how great your batteries,
they are useless if they are not being
properly charged and regulated. Our
truck was ordered with the dual alter-
nator ambulance package. The primary
alternator charges the starting batter-
ies, and the auxiliary unit feeds four
Odyssey Group 34 batteries in the
camper. In case you’re wondering why
we use the same size batteries in the
engine compartment as those in the
camper, it allows us to replace a start-
ing battery under the hood should one
fail. Also, the Group 34 is fairly common

(Left to right) We installed two fresh Group 34/78-PC1500 Odyssey Extreme batteries. All battery cable connections were checked and cleaned.
Newer alternators like ours run cooler because they actually have fans on both the front and back of the case.

(Left to right) S&N Auto Electric recommended we add a ground from the back of the case to the block. Ken Imler Diesel Performance 
installed our reconditioned alternators. The auxiliary alternator feeds 200 amps through an external Balmar regulator to the bank of
Odysseys. Our external Balmar regulator monitors amps, voltage and temperature of the alternator and the bank of Odyssey batteries.
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all over the world, including your local auto parts store.
Imler Diesel removed our alternators and we took them

over to S&N Auto Electric in Sacramento, Calif., where its
expert technicians completely reconditioned them. After
cleaning and sandblasting the cases, all critical parts were
replaced. These included heavy-duty rectifiers and diodes,
heavy-duty (NTN) bearings, new heavy-duty brush holders,
brushes and regulator, and a high-output stator on our
auxiliary unit that charges the camper battery bank
through an external Balmar regulator.

Sammy Rai, owner of S&N Auto Electric, explained that
newer alternators like ours run cooler than earlier models
because they have internal fans on the front and rear of the
rotor assembly. He also cautioned that often alternators
are just grounded to the mounting bracket. Sometimes
corrosion can build up between the front and back of the
case so it is very important to have a good ground strap
from the back of the case to the engine block. He empha-
sized that a solid clean ground is as important as a clean
battery connection. This can significantly extend the alter-
nator’s life.

The alternators were spun up on a computerized test
machine to check for operating voltage, output and amper-
age at various speeds simulating on-road functions includ-
ing alternator turn-on speed, voltage saturation point,
dash-light function, load response control, soft start func-
tion, and input/output signal response at performance

(Clockwise from top left) The lower mounting bracket for our auxiliary alter-
nator is part of the ambulance package. The Xtreme X17802N 4.0KW starter
with its offset gear reduction design is significantly bigger than the OEM 
Mitsubishi unit. Permatex Maximum Strength Thread Locker was used on
all bolts and studs. The new Xtreme HD starter was a tight but perfect fit.

Electrical System Upgrades
B

&
W

 T
ra

ile
r 

H
it
ch

es
, 
C

ir
cl

e 
1

0
2

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.turnoverball.com


November 2012 TRAILERLIFE 57

curve outputs from 1,000 to 6,000 RPM.
Read-outs showed 160 amps going to
the starting batteries, and 200 amps
from our auxiliary alternator feeding the
house bank of Odysseys.

Back at Imler’s facilities, the new,
maybe better than new, alternators
were reinstalled. Following Rai’s advice,
flexible Quick Cable welding wire and
solid copper lugs were used for grounds
from the rear of the alternator cases to
the block.

Of course, something has to spin the
alternators. A new Gates Green Stripe
FleetRunner Micro-V belt is expected to
last at least 100,000 miles under severe
conditions. A new Gates belt tensioner
and Gates idler pulleys replaced our
truck’s factory units. Gates is one of the
largest manufactures of belts and re-
lated parts in the world and offers prod-
ucts for a wide range of light truck
applications.

Start Your Engines
Returning to where we began, nothing
works until the engine starts. 

Motorcar Parts of America offers its
Xtreme X17802N 4.0KW starter with an
offset gear reduction design as a 
replacement for that rather puny fac-
tory unit. Installation was straightfor-
ward for the experienced technicians at
Ken Imler’s Diesel Performance. The
mating face on the bell housing was
buffed clean and a small, unneeded tab
on the OEM power cable was removed.
Permatex Maximum Strength Thread
Locker was used on all bolts and studs.

MPA Xtreme starter components are

precisely machined for consistent per-
formance, and include oil-impregnated
bushings for maximum durability and
specially coated wiring for additional
protection from heat. Synthetic lubri-
cants reduce cranking resistance and
improve durability.

Completed units are tested on pro-
prietary load-based testers across a full
range of operating requirements using
computerized equipment simulating 
actual vehicle use. Testing includes RPM

and motor amperage at load conditions,

(Left to right) A VDC BatteryMINDer keeps our Odysseys fully charged when the truck is off the
road. Ken Imler Diesel Performance was our base for all mechanical work on the Turtle V.

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.boonvillervservicecenter.com
http://www.casitatraveltrailers.com


58 TRAILERLIFE  November 2012

solenoid hold-in and pull-in coil amper-
age and solenoid interrupt.

The sheer size of the Xtreme
starter’s offset gear reduction design is
impressive, but the real test came when
we turned the key. The powerful starter
spun the engine like a top. The Xtreme
X17802N was designed specifically for
the Ford 7.3 Power Stroke engine. 
Motorcar Parts of America makes
starters and alternators for most vehi-
cles sold in the United States. Not all
trucks require the Xtreme model.

Smart Charger
Finally, given the number of computers
and other hidden electrical draws on
modern trucks and RVs, whenever we
need to leave our vehicle for more than
a couple of weeks, we hook up a VDC
BatteryMINDer, (Model 2012-AGM).
BatteryMINDers are the new genera-
tion of SMART pulse chargers that
safely charge and maintain types and
sizes of batteries including starter,
deep-cycle and sealed types. They do
all of this without overcharging, no mat-

ter how long they are left on. The Model
2012-AGM is precision set for all sizes
and brands of 12V AGM lead-acid 
batteries, including but not limited to
AGM Batteries by: Optima, Odyssey,
Lifeline, Deka, MK, Universal Power
and Trojan. The Model 2012 is for
flooded and gel batteries.

As we follow The Silk Road, we will
climb over icy tracks though high moun-

tain passes in the Pamir Mountains.
Since Victorian times the Pamirs have
been known as the “Roof of the World.”
This 16,000-foot-high corridor is the an-
cient route between Afghanistan and
China and no place to have electrical
problems. You may not be driving
around the world tomorrow, but that
doesn’t lessen the importance of having
a top-notch electrical system. q

Balmar 360-435-6100, www.balmar.net

Gates Rubber Company 303-744-1911, www.gates.com

Ken Imler Diesel Performance 916-920-3775, www.imlerdiesel.com

Odyssey 800-538-3627, www.odysseybattery.com

Motorcar Parts of America 800 228-9672, www.Xtreme-hd.com 

Quick Cable Corp. 800-558-8667, www.quickcable.com

S&N Auto Electric 916 920-2233, snautoelectric.net

VDC Electronics, Inc. 800-379-5579, www.batteryminders.com

SOURCES
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by Tom Kaiser
PRODUCTS
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

Universal
Towing Mirrors
Grand Aero’s Towing Mirrors are said to dramatically
improve rearward visibility while towing. A universal fit
makes them compatible with mirrors on all trucks and
SUVs. Aside from a much wider field of view, they are
fully adjustable and can be taken from one vehicle to an-
other, so they never become obsolete. The company claims
they do not interfere with electric mirror function. Grand Aero
Towing Mirrors can be purchased at Amazon.com and Camping World.

MSRP: $116.95  
grandaerotowingmirrors.blogspot.com 
Circle 205 on Reader Service Card.
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PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT

Inflatable Kayak
Sea Eagle’s 420x Explorer is a two-
person, inflatable, durable and eas-
ily portable kayak that’s comfortable
enough for a day on the lake, and
rugged enough to handle Class IV
rapids. Features include 16 self-
bailing drain valves, front and rear
spray skirts, carry handles, “drop
stitch” flooring for added durability,
carry bag and repair kit. The Sea
Eagle Explorer is also available in a
single-seat model ($899) — and both
are ideal for exploring rivers or fishing
expeditions. Both portable kayak
packages include two paddles, a
pair of deluxe inflatable seats and a
foot pump. 

MSRP: $999
800-748-8066, www.seaeagle.com
Circle 203 on Reader Service Card.

Residential RV Toilet
Thetford’s new Aqua-Magic Residence
is a residential-grade, single-pedal RV
toilet that’s stylish and provides the
comfort of home on the road, but it is
still light enough for your RV. There
are two variants: a high-profile model
that weighs 9.5 pounds, and a low-
profile unit that weighs 8.25 pounds. A
key feature of the high-profile model
is a more comfortable seat that’s 18
inches high (and ADA-compliant), so
it’s much easier to sit down and stand
up compared to shorter, standard RV
toilets that require more agility. Its
cover is strong enough to sit on, in-
stallation is a breeze and it’s available
in white or bone.

MSRP: $199
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com
Circle 204 on Reader Service Card.

Adventurer Electric Bike
Cruise the park, campground or
neighborhood with ease, burning no
gas, with the Adventurer Electric Bike.
Three modes give riders flexibility —
manual, electric assist or full-electric.
It’s powered by a lightweight, long-
lasting lithium ion battery that’s good
for 15.5 miles under full-electric
power, or up to 22 miles in electric as-
sist mode, at speeds up to 15 MPH.
Speed is controlled by a twist throttle,
and it’s got a plush seat for maximum
comfort. The Adventurer is said to
recharge in five to six hours, and has a
folding frame so it doesn’t take up
extra space when it’s not in use, or
between destinations. 

MSRP: $999.99
888-626-7576, www.campingworld.com
Circle 202 on Reader Service Card.
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PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Ken Freund

Bully Dog Tunes The Ford EcoBoost
Ford’s EcoBoost gas engines have really ignited the truck scene with their twin tur-
bochargers producing high torque and horsepower numbers, allowing them to
produce exceptional output for their relatively small size, along with substantially
better fuel economy than the naturally aspirated engines they replaced. The 3.5-
liter EcoBoost V6 has been popular with half-ton pickup truck buyers who want a
vehicle they can afford to drive every day, but also has some towing guts for the
weekend. Often, though, when owners hitch up to a heavy trailer, they still wish for
a little more power. It’s the nature of many drivers – more than enough never
seems to be enough.

Bully Dog’s team of experts demon-
strated the company’s EcoBoost modifi-
cation products at its annual Dog Days
of Summer event recently, where two
identical Ford F-150s equipped with the
3.5L EcoBoost engine competed
against each other. One was left com-
pletely stock, and the other was outfit-
ted with Bully Dog’s Rapid Flow Cold Air
Intake and GT Gas tuner. A gain of 83
horsepower was seen on the dyno, and
during the towing challenge, the results
were dramatic. Bully Dog products en-
abled the EcoBoost to easily overpower
the stock truck and win a 500-foot dirt
drag race pulling a trailer by several
truck lengths. Other competitive prod-
ucts were also featured at the event.

The Bully Dog Rapid Flow Cold Air
Intake’s “fully enclosed injection
molded air intakes are made from
high-grade polyethylene. As with all
our air intake projects we wanted to
produce a product that would provide

the best cold airflow possible to in-
crease the performance of the truck,”
says Craig Sandstrom, Bully Dog intake
engineer. “One of our main focuses
was pulling situations, as these trucks
perform great under load. Bully Dog’s
injection molding process allows it to
produce a very accurate product that
fits perfectly to the stock mounts every
time, making it look part of the truck.
We also use an eight-layer filter to pro-
vide maximum filtration while continu-
ing to maintain high airflow rates.”

The GT Gas tuner controls fuel de-
livery, boost and spark timing to opti-
mize horsepower and torque. Bully
Dog’s Rapid Flow Stage 2 intake sys-
tems are designed to reduce incoming
air temperatures by drawing denser
air from cooler external air
sources, rather than hot under-
hood air. It also employs a
high-flow air filter to reduce
restriction, and improve the

appearance of the engine bay. Real-
world results include improved fuel
economy, more horsepower and
torque, and lower cost of ownership. It
also enhances that deep engine growl
and adds the aesthetics of a cus-
tomized engine bay.

Pablo Ongini, an engineer who
worked on the Bully Dog/Ford EcoBoost
project said, “Right from the start the
aim was to get the most power possible
out of the EcoBoost engine while main-
taining the safety parameters set by the
manufacturer. Bully Dog is proud to be
first to market on many applications and
we were determined to do the same
with the EcoBoost. We set out to pro-
duce a tune that would provide the best
performance possible for all situations
— especially towing. Our most recent
tuning will increase performance by at
least 59 horsepower and 70 lb-ft of
torque, while increasing boost by 5 to 6
PSI.”

Raising stock turbo peak boost
pressure provides a considerable maxi-
mum power gain when combined with
increased air-fuel delivery and opti-
mized ignition timing. The California
Air Resources Board executive order

Bully Dog produces a tuner that provides improved performance - especially while towing.
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number approval is still pending, so
keep that in mind if you live in an area
with smog checks. Bully Dog also of-
fers performance products for a wide
variety of other brands and models. For
more information call 888-844-6260 or
visit www.bullydog.com.

Stop-Start Technology
With vehicle manufacturers scrambling
to meet upcoming Corporate Average
Fuel Economy standards (35.5 MPG by
2016 and 54.5 MPG in 2025) start-stop
systems are likely to be introduced to
mainstream non-hybrid vehicles. A 
recent survey conducted by Johnson
Controls in several U.S. cities found
that most respondents liked the idea of
stop-start technology, which is capable
of reducing fuel consumption by about
five percent on average. Stop-start
technology shuts off the engine when it
would normally idle, and then restarts
it as the brake pedal is released or the
clutch is engaged. While many Ameri-
can drivers are still not familiar with

stop-start systems, once they learn
how it works and the potential benefits,
the survey found that 97 percent of 
respondents said they would accept it.
Expect to see it on more vehicles soon.

Study Finds E15 Fuel
Can Damage Engines
The American Fuel & Petrochemical
Manufacturers (AF&PM) has reported
that a study it carried out conflicts with
the U.S. Energy Department’s research
results that allowed the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s approval of
E15 fuel (85 percent gasoline/15 per-
cent ethanol) for sale and use in model
year 2001 and newer light-duty motor
vehicles, subject to certain conditions.

According to AF&PM results from
high-mileage tests, the E15 damaged
two out of eight vehicles tested. “The
Coordinating Research Council’s objec-
tive scientific tests have found disturb-
ing evidence that increasing the
amount of ethanol in gasoline higher
than the current 10 percent causes se-

rious damage to automobile engines,”
according to a statement issued by the
AF&PM. “The study shows that a sig-
nificant percentage of cars tested suf-
fered engine damage when refueled
with 15 percent ethanol. These are cars
the EPA has approved to run on E15.”

This study adds concern that
ethanol blends higher than 10 percent
may damage certain vehicles and out-
door power equipment engines such as
generators that are not designed to run
on it. Some manufacturers are labeling
gas caps on new vehicles with warn-
ings against using ethanol blends
higher than 10 percent. q
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HANDS ON GIRAFFE G4 article and photos by Kevin Livingston

In most cases we would prefer perfect
scenarios for anything life has to

offer; but it’s not a perfect world when
owning an RV. We’re used to frequent
maintenance and repair procedures. It’s
the unexpected hazards when roaming
unknown territory (like driving under an
overhang that’s just a little too low for
our rig) that can ruin your day — ouch!

A new product on the RV scene, 
Giraffe G4, was developed in response
to the many overhead obstacles RVers
encounter, leading to misadventures
that can not only sideline trips but
empty pocketbooks paying for expensive
repairs. The Giraffe G4 is an RV over-
head protection device designed to warn
drivers of unmarked or mismarked low-
hanging hazards, like archways/signs,
trees and older service station canopies.

The Giraffe G4 is contained in a fairly
compact, durable plastic housing with
an in-cab programmable LED display
screen. Coupled to the bright monitor is
8 feet of special coaxial cable to connect
to the external aerodynamic sealed sen-
sor, providing the necessary signals to
the display. The unit receives 12-volt DC
power through the common accessory
outlet built into most dashboards.
There’s plenty of cable so the screen
can be placed in a number of convenient
locations for the driver.

Installation is DIY-friendly, even for
those with limited mechanical expert-
ise; there are only a few steps and some
minor programming involved. First, 
attach the sensor in one of two loca-
tions: either to the highest point on
the passenger mirror or the top of
the tow vehicle cab. Using the mirror

mount has limitations. Unless your tow
vehicle is equipped with the old-style
round, metal tube extension mirrors,
you’ll need to use the optional magnetic
roof mount. I suppose it’s possible to
screw the mirror mount into a plastic
encased mirror, but I can’t recommend
that, especially since it will likely im-
pede the mechanism and leave holes in
the housing if you ever remove the sys-
tem. With that said, place the magnetic
mount on the roof where it will be easy
to run the coaxial cable to the cab and
secure the sensor to the mount with the
four supplied screws. A built-in bubble
is used to level the sensor. Motorhome
owners can order a suction-cup mount
for installation on the front window.

After routing the cable to the cab
and avoiding any hard an-

gles, the 12-volt DC power

supply cable can be plugged into the
display screen and power port. There’s
only a small amount of information
needed for programming, which is
loaded before the system can be em-
ployed. You’ll need to measure the
height from flat, level ground to the top
of the mounted sensor and the distance
from the ground to the top of the trailer.
Make sure to measure to the highest
point of the trailer, almost always at the
top of the air conditioner or satellite
dish.

To program the Giraffe G4, the three
buttons on the right side of the screen
are used to make selections and lock in
the choices. It’s just a matter of following
the prompts. Options include measure-
ments in feet or meters. This is when
you lock in your measurements taken
earlier. Once programmed, the G4 is

PEACE OF MIND » Although it’s
not effective at freeway speeds, the 
Giraffe G4 can prevent expensive and
embarrassing mishaps on slower roads
or inside campgrounds.

After determining your vehicle’s exact clearance measurement, installation is an easy
process with the optional magnetic mount and coaxial cable that must be run into the cab.

Knowing What’s Above
Giraffe G4 Overhead Protection System warns
drivers of impending obstacles

DIFFICULTY 1 2 3 4 5

TIME TO COMPLETE 1 HOUR

TOOLS NEEDED PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER,
TWO-SIDED ADHESIVE TAPE
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ready for use and will remain on
standby. The alarm will sound if you ap-
proach an overhang lower than the input
limits. For a one-minute interval, the
feedback on the screen can be viewed by
pushing the left button once.

How did it work? Although the G4
provides an accurate height reading, it
works best at very slow speeds. When it
comes to slow-speed maneuvering and
parking in areas with low-hanging over-
head obstacles the Giraffe G4 excelled in
warning us before possible impact. It’s
not designed to warn drivers of low over-
passes at highway speeds. The device is
limited to warning while driving up to 30
MPH. At faster speeds the readout values
jump around. Undoubtedly, a big benefit
for RV owners is the ability to maneuver
in campgrounds without guessing
whether the RV will clear obstacles.

The RV kit sells for $189.95; the
magnetic mount is $19.95, and the 
suction cup mount is $44.95. q

Giraffe G4:
877-543-1087, www.giraffeg4.com The Giraffe G4 warns drivers of encroaching overhead objects at speeds up to 30 MPH.
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RV CLINIC

UPGRADE WORRIES

Q I see a lot of information on power-
ing up your truck and find it all 

interesting, but I recently had my tur-
bocharger replaced by GM on my 2007
(new body style) Silverado Duramax at

53,000 miles. Before GM would replace
the turbo under warranty, the dealer
had to send in all the computer data
from the truck. The dealer explained
that GM could tell if any aftermarket
equipment had ever been on the truck,

THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certified Master Technician, service manager
and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

DIESEL FUEL DIFFERENCES

Q I have a 2005 Chevy HD 2500 diesel pickup. Is there any difference 
between name-brand diesel fuels (Chevron, Shell, etc.) and the independ-

ent gas stations? I was told a few years back by a gas station owner that a
Chevron plant in California produces all of the diesel fuel for California and
Arizona. It seems that if one plant makes all of the diesel for California and
Arizona, and if it is the same, why would people spend the higher price at
Chevron or Shell or others? It is all No. 2 diesel. It would be nice to know and I
am sure there are more people out there who would also like this info.
J Milner, Fremont, Calif.

A What a timely question, as the Chevron refinery in the Bay Area near you
in Richmond, Calif., recently had a major fire that shut it down. That refin-

ery made fuel for both Chevron and other distributors. Most diesel fuel sold
now is ultra-low sulfur diesel, which must meet EPA regulations, be within a
specified cetane range, and contain certain additives such as lubricity 
improvers. Diesel fuel blended for use during winter in mountainous and cold-
weather areas is also blended to keep it from waxing and clogging filters.
Chevron (and others) put certain additives in its fuels and does not announce
what, if any, differences there are in the fuels it sells directly and those that it
sells through other outlets. Unfortunately this is considered proprietary. So
while you should have satisfactory performance with any of the products, and
the differences (if any) may be imperceptible, you’ll have to decide if brand
names are important to you. - Ken Freund

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM
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For advertising information contact:
Sue Seidlitz 530-268-3005 or Email: sseidlitz@goodsamfamily.com 
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16600 W. Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI 53151

1-888-617-7333

Honda Generators
Super Sale

In Stock and
Ready to Ship

Honda Generator
Model #EU-2000i

$899
Free Shipping

Remote starter
available with this

generator $239
Honda Generator

Model #EU-3000is
$1,899

Free Shipping
Full line of Honda Generators in Stock
• Now Available: NEW #EU-6500is, $3,499

Pair of EU-2000’s and Parallel Cables $1,949

Model #EU-1000 $679

Visit Us ONLINE NOW at
www.speedwaysales.com/Honda

CONTACT:
Sue Seidlitz 530-268-3005
sseidlitz@goodsamfamily.com 

TO ADVERTISE IN THE
RV Marketplace
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http://www.idahotote.com
http://www.intellijacks.com
http://www.speedwaysales.com/honda
http://www.powercaster.com
http://www.waterkingusa.com
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RV CLINIC

as it leaves data traces — which would
void the warranty. Thankfully, I had
never used aftermarket equipment.

I have also been interested in
changing tire size. But, again, GM is 
really picky about that and voids 
warranties on suspension and steering
modifications. Maybe others have not
had problems with aftermarket parts
and factory warranties, but I think I will
stay stock.
Tim McCormick, Colville, Wash.

A Thanks for writing, Tim. This is
certainly a contentious issue

worth reviewing. There is a federal
law called the Magnuson-Moss act,
which regulates what companies can
and can’t do with their warranties.
Part of it says that warrantors cannot
require that only branded parts be
used with the product in order to re-
tain the warranty. The law does allow
warrantors to void coverage if they
can show that the product was abused
by the end user, or that a non-stock

part caused the damage. However,
they cannot cancel warranty coverage 
simply because some aftermarket
part has been installed. The burden of
proof is on the warrantor; for exam-
ple, a manufacturer can’t legally re-
fuse coverage of the turbo simply
because an aftermarket part was in-
stalled. They must be able to demon-
strate that a modified part caused a
failure in order to void coverage on
that system or component.

Having said that, many dealers
and manufacturer personnel either
don’t know the law, or pretend to not
know it and hope to get away with 
ignoring it. Dealers generally get paid
more for non-warranty repairs and
therefore prefer warranty coverage be
denied. Obviously the manufacturers
save money if warranty coverage is
denied. The problem is educating the
dealership personnel and possibly
others. Sometimes it takes a lawsuit,
which can be both expensive and time
consuming. - K.F.
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HITCH RECEIVER WEAR
AND TEAR

Q I have a hitch problem and I have
talked to the manufacturer of the

hitch but they were unable to help me
resolve this issue. Maybe you can help.

I tow a 27-foot SunnyBrook travel
trailer. It probably weighs around
8,000 pounds when loaded. I use a
2007 GMC 3/4-ton four-door crew cab
with the Duramax diesel — great
truck. The hitch has a 10,000-pound
rating. The hitch was used on a previ-
ous truck with no noticeable damage.

The factory had me take some
measurements with the stance of the
truck both with and without the trailer,
and with the trailer without the bars
attached. All measurements proved to
be right on.

Last spring we took a 4,400-mile
trip down south and back up through
Kentucky and Ohio, and then back to
Minnesota, crossing several mountain
ranges. When we got home I went to
pull off the hitch, but could not get it

out of the receiver. The hitch pin came
out OK, but the hitch bar was stuck.
When I finally got it out of the receiver
I noticed that the hole in the hitch bar
and the receiver were worn oblong
and there was a burr on the inside of
the receiver, which was holding the
hitch from releasing.

I had not changed any of the
weight-distributing hitch tension 
settings since I installed the hitch in
2007, but to tighten up the hitch I 
increased the tension of the bars.     
Glenn A. Peterson, Stacy, Minn.

A This doesn’t seem like a weight-
distributing adjustment problem,

Glenn. While general wear and tear on
steel parts that are heavily loaded may
be the culprit, I’d say it’s because your
brake control gain isn’t adjusted prop-
erly. When you apply the truck’s
brakes and the trailer brake control is
too “lean” the trailer weight pushes
forward against the truck, with the
truck needing to supply an inordinate

amount of the lashup’s braking action.
That pushing takes place at the pin
holding the hitch head in the receiver,
and as a result, you have the oblong
wear in the receiver holes as shown in
your photos. When you release the
brakes and accelerate again, the
weight of the trailer pulls the hitch pin
back against the back part of the 
receiver pin hole, which in turn aggra-
vates the oblong wear-and-tear on the
holes. I don’t think your hitch receiver
is worn enough to require replacing it
yet, although for peace of mind, have it
inspected by a qualified technician.
You will definitely also want to have
your brake control adjustment, and
the trailer’s brakes, checked for
proper operation.– Jeff Johnston q
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HAVE A QUESTION » Email our
experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com or
write to:  RV Clinic, 3300 Fernbrook
Lane N. #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447.
No phone calls, please.

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.rvbg.com
http://www.hellwigproducts.com


to be destroyed. Wilder determined that
we had defective axles. Northwood re-
ferred us to the axle manufacturer who
said the axles were still under warranty,
but added that we had to remove them
and pay to send them to their facility.
The dealership decided the cost for that,
without any guarantee that they would
be covered, was excessive. Wilder RV
then paid for the local RV repair facility
to install new axles on the trailer.

We had outstanding service from
Wilder RV, but were disappointed with
the response from the axle manufac-
turer. We were out the cost of the re-
placement tires. In the future, we will be
crawling under the trailer to check the
inside tire tread as part of our daily
travel check.
Lang and Mary Hadley, Port Angeles,
Wash.

THE COMPANY RESPONDED

Northwood Manufacturing has numer-
ous vendors that supply us with the vari-
ous parts needed to make the travel
trailers and fifth-wheels that are pro-
duced in our manufacturing location.
The majority of our suppliers take care
of any warranty issues directly with the
various dealers, not Northwood 
Manufacturing.

In an attempt to address the Hadley’s
concerns, we should keep in mind that
there are numerous variables when it
comes to axles and tires such as weight
of the trailer when loaded, air pressure,
road hazards, as well as many other ob-
stacles that may be encountered while in
travel. With 12,000-plus miles on any
travel trailer tire, depending on condi-
tions, the tire is on the upper end of its
life expectancy, and without the suppli-
ers being able to inspect the tires and
axles for defects, there is no way to tell if
they were showing signs of normal wear
and tear or if they were indeed defective.
Matt Turley, Northwood Manufacturing  q

RV ACTION LINE

(continued from pg. 12)
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TAKE ACTION » After exhausting all
other resources without success, please forward
information with copies of appropriate bills
and correspondence to RV Action Line, 3300
Fernbrook Lane N, Suite 200, Minneapolis,
MN 55447. Please include a self-addressed,
stamped envelope. No phone calls, please.
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Correct Track II 
Trailer Axle 
Alignment Kit

Laser  
Alignment  
Tool

Target  
Plate

Tire blow-out is the #1 worry facing RV�ers today!

And now with the Correct Track suspension alignment system, you can put 
those worries to rest.  The primary focus of the Correct Track system is safety.  
Using our patent pending design, Correct Track bolts on to the trailer�s existing 
spring axle hangers and properly aligns trailer suspension.  Tires will now run 
cooler and longer, lessening the chance for tire blow-out.  

T
advantage of the Correct Track Laser Alignment Program.  
With this program, customers get a laser alignment 
inspection, tire tread wear measurements, air pressure 
check, suspension inspection and written report.  All     
        training and equipment is furnished by the Mobile     

 
 

        details at  574-312-6654.

Illustration of 
Correct Track 
Laser Alignment 
System

Rubberized Suspension Enhancement

Trailer Life’s Free Travel Information helps RVers with trip planning. The following attractions, states and Canadian province offer free information about their facili-
ties. To request materials, tear out the postage-paid card opposite the Advertisers Index, circle the numbers that correspond to your selections, fill out the card and
drop it in the mail. For faster service, visit www.trailerlife.com/info and request your information online, and visit each listing’s website for immediate information.

FREE TRAVEL INFORMATION

ALASKA 
Alaska and Yukon. Get your FREE official Alaska and Yukon
vacation guides today! www.AlaskaYukon.net/tra. Circle 210
on Reader Service Card.

Alaska’s unique state ferry system offers affordable, year-
round transportation along 3,500 miles of scenic coastal
waterways. Visit us at www.FerryAlaska.com or call 800-
642-0066 to start your reservation today. Circle 211 on
Reader Service Card.

ARKANSAS 
Hook up your rig at Arkansas State Parks’ campsites and
enjoy all the campground enhancements. Scenic lake, river
and mountain settings. Outdoor recrea tion choices abound.
Call 888-287-2757, or visit www.arkansasstateparks.com.
Circle 212 on Reader Service Card.

Only Hot Springs National Park in Arkansas has so many
unique things to do — from our famous thermal baths to an
amazing botanical garden, fine dining and more! Visit
www.hotsprings.org, or call 888-SPA-CITY. Circle 213 on
Reader Service Card. 

Arkansas’ DeGray Resort State Park offers lakeside camp-
sites, golf, trails, tennis, swimming, boating, fishing, horse-
back riding and an island lodge with restaurant. Call
800-737-8355, or visit www.degray.com. Circle 214 on
Reader Service Card. 

FLORIDA 
With more than 120 miles of islands connected by bridges,
the Florida Keys is a designated National Marine Sanctuary.
Come and enjoy the spectacular natural wonders. Call 800-
FLA-KEYS, or visit www.fla-keys.com. Circle 215 on Reader
Service Card.

Camp under the trees at Florida State Parks. Sites feature

water, electricity and a central dump station. For more in-
formation, visit www.floridastateparks.org, or call 850-245-
2157. For reservations, go to www.reserveamerica.com.
Circle 216 on Reader Service Card.

The premiere Lake Harris RV Resort with marina and motel
on Lake Harris has 336 luxury sites, cable TV, 9-hole exec.
golf course, pool, 120 lighted wet slips, inside storage to 32
feet. Call 800-254-9993, or go to www.lakeharrisresort.com.
Circle 217 on Reader Service Card. 

IDAHO
Idaho Travel Council. Stretch your imagination and budget
with a vacation to Idaho, to keep you smiling after your va-
cation ends. Order a free travel guide at www.visitidaho.org,
or call 800-VISIT-ID. Circle 218 on Reader Service Card.

Idaho RV Campgrounds Association. RV IDAHO! The
scenery is breathtaking, outdoor recreation is legendary
and the folks are friendly. Stay awhile and play in Idaho. For
a free RV/campground guide, call RV-IDAHO, or visit
www.rvidaho.org. Circle 219 on Reader Service Card. 

MISSOURI 
Free Missouri Vacation Planner. For fun places and great
memories, enjoy a Missouri escape! Plan yours at 2100, ext.
89, or www.visitmo.com. While online, check out our valu-
able money-saving coupons. Circle 220 on Reader Service
Card.

The beautiful 54,000-acre Lake of the Ozarks offers a
breathtaking panorama plus 261 holes of golf, fishing, a
premium outlet mall, music shows, show caves, water-
parks, two state parks. Call 800-FUNLAKE or visit
www.funlake.com. Circle 221 on Reader Service Card. 

MONTANA 
Epic views bookended by Glacier and Yellowstone national

parks. Friendly locals sharing the unexpected and maybe
their huckleberry pie. For your free Montana guidebook,
call 800-VISIT-MT, or go to www.visitmt.com. Circle 222 on
Reader Service Card. 

Visit Glacier National Park and satisfy your sixth sense —
adventure, golf, hike, fly-fish, raft, cycle and more. Call 800-
338-5072, or visit www.mt.glaciermt.com. Circle 223 on
Reader Service Card. 

OHIO 
Ohio State Parks. Discover Ohio at any of our 57 state-park
campgrounds. Open year-round: hiking, golf, swimming,
picnicking, boating, nature programs. Call 866-OHIOPARKS
for reservations, or visit www.ohiostateparks.org. 
Circle 224 on Reader Service Card. 

WYOMING 
Buffalo Bill’s Cody/Yellowstone Country, Wyoming: Rodeos,
history, culture, outdoor adventure, recreation, tours,
wildlife and Yellowstone National Park. Enjoy fine dining,
museums, shopping, music and more. Call 800-393-2639,
or visit www.yellowstonecountry.org. Circle 225 on Reader
Service Card. 

Experience an adventure full of the spirit that is forever West.
The Grand Tetons, Yellowstone, Devils Tower and more.
Wyoming. Forever West. Call 800-225-5996, or visit
www.wyomingtourism.org. Circle 226 on Reader Service Card. 

CANADA
Yellowhead Highway — Crossing the Trans-Canada Yel-
lowhead Highway is a journey into Canadian history, 
including prairie mysteries and mountain legends. Re-
quest your free travel guide and map to explore the Yel-
lowhead Highway in greater detail. Yellowhead it! Visit 
www.yellowheadit.com or call 877-Go-Yello. Circle 227 on
Reader Service Card.
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ACCESSORIES
LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint––
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant — good to 300° F. 5-yr warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

MOTORCYCLE LOADED IN SHORT BED TRUCK
& pulling RV trailer, fits in truck with 
tailgate closed w/o bike, alum structure
1200# rating. cyclelift.co 623-451-7121.

AIR RIDE HITCH, 5TH OR GOOSE NECK BALL
22000# rating for SEMI or PU,  bolts to 
plate or PU bed rails to mount, $1495. 
mountainmaster.net  623-451-7121.

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401.
To sell 800-952-0401.
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS––TRAVEL AND
stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income
selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65%
commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training.

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORT IN S. TEXAS TROPICS
Retama Village/Bentsen Palm Village  
Spend a day, stay forever. Unbelievable 
amenities. RV Supersites $40s. RV Port Home
$170s. 956-380-6500 bentsenpalm.com

SEA OF CORTEZ BCS in East Cape RV park. 
Mex style casita (bdrm, ba, and ldry). 
Kit, LR, 32' 2010 Lacrosse 2 slide trailer 
under palapa. Patio and sundeck. $140K. 
dennisann463@aol.com

LEGAL SERVICES
MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated.
• Go with 36+ years experienced law firm.
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT
GREAT SW FLORIDA DEEDED 55+  LOT. 

Very unique park on 20 acre lake. Htd pool,

hot  tub. Too many amenities/activities to list.

Pos own fin. DVD avail. For sale or lease.

$48.9K. Call Mike 239-992-9378. 

MAIL FORWARDING
SD’s Oldest & Largest Mail Forwarding Company
ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES 800-477-2664
Call us about SD residency benefits
See us at www.alternativeresources.net 

AMERICAS MAILBOX FORWARDING IN SD  
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

PROPERTY FOR SALE

SNOWBIRDS-RVs DOLAN SPGS, AZ, 1 ac. 
No credit cks, guar fin from $100 dn, $135 mo. 
In bus over 50 yrs. Order online. 
Check our  website.
www.land4salebyowner.org/land.html  928-767-3726 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

ALL MOLDED FIBERGLASS TRAVEL TRAILERS
Lightweight, Aerodynamic, Self-contained,
Remarkably Spacious Floorplans, Exceptional
Storage.  Call for a FREE Brochure.
CASITA TRAVEL TRAILERS • 1-800-442-9986

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
50,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings
www.RVT.com or 1.888.479.1099

RV REGISTRY

www.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels

For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions

Buyers/Sellers    800-546-8457

RV FINANCING

RV LOANS MADE EASY!
Private Party & Dealer purchases
Essex Credit Corporation -- Solid & Dependable
www.essexcredit.com -- 866-377-3948

SERVICES 

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price 

Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding

Call  888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 

Financing & Insurance – For Professional Service

Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save

over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for

professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com

Mountain States Consulting     800-565-4504

WHY IMPOSE ON FRIENDS?

Ask about our low cost personalized services:

15 years experienced • Mail and Vehicle Tags

1-888-494-4499 www.  myhomeaddressinc.com

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.advancedrubbercoatings.com
http://www.mountainmaster.net
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Private Parties: $30 per line, four-
line minimum. Add $65 for color
photo. All red text add $25.

Commercial: $72 per line, four-line
minimum, 40 characters per line.
For photo ads (limited to RVs and
real estate), add $95 B/W or $115
color. For logo add $95 B/W, $115
color. No category limitations for
logos. All red text add $50.

Display Advertising: 1” ad B/W
$395. 2” ad B/W $675. Add $75 for
color. Frequency discounts apply.

Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.
Email: kathy.schurman@goodsam-
family.com 
Phone: (763) 383-4437
Fax: (763) 383-4499
Mail: Trailer Life

Attn: Classified Dept. 
3300 Fernbrook Lane N
Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55447

Classified Rates
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TOURS

RV Tours & Rallies across North America
Alaska • Canada • USA • Mexico + Overseas
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or 
call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897

WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES 
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA
Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC
Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede 
800-952-8496  www.fantasyrvtours.com

TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER HAULER, 330
Cummins auto, 15 mpg solo, seats 6, all air
ride, huge stor. New Horizons RV 38' 3 S/O, 
RR L/R, rustic cherry, King, 3 axle disc brks,
loaded. Sell sep. 623-451-7121.

2004 DODGE SLT 3500, CUMMINS 5.9HO 6spd
man, auto lvl air ride, Smarty Jr, Banks 
cold air, 79.3K mi. 40' 08 Weekend Warrior,
3 S/O, 5.5KW gen. 05 Mini, auto 97K mi. 
1 own all 3 vehs $74K or sell sep. 
Bksfld, CA.  661-871-7327

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2000 FL-60 TOY HAULER 300 CAT, AUTO.
New custom seats and carpet, all air ride,
huge storage & tool boxes, load Rhino-mc-
Smart car-quad, 5th hitch. $29K. 623-451-7121.

2014 M2-112 RV HAULER, 380 HP 1300 

torque, custom: leather, wood, soundprf, gen

set, huge storage, air seats-cab-susp, hitches,

extreme power. $129,900. 623-451-7121

TRAVEL TRAILERS/5TH WHEELS

NEW 2013 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: 

LOADED Only $93,013 Ask For Our Magazine Reader's

Discount New units-Loaded. Cust order avail at no chg.

Guar Best Price! More info at 877-317-2688. View

Full Line of New/Used Units.  www.rvs4less.net

NEW 2013 Heartland Landmark Grand Canyon

Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $68,900! Guar Best

Price! 877-317-2688. New units-Loaded. Cust order

avail no chg. View New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net

EGGCAMPER LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC
EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer
EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR
www.eggcamper.com  616-437-9255

NUWA OFFERS FULL BODY PAINT FOR 2012 
29'-40' models $55,000 - $100,000.
Largest selection of New/Used 5th's. 
Call 1-800-835-0676 or email sales@nuwa.com

www.trailerlife.com
http://www.adventurecaravans.com
http://www.fantasyrvtours.com
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http://www.eggcamper.com
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10-MINUTE TECH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Leak-Free Tub
We’ve occasionally had problems with water running over the
edge of our tub and onto the bathroom floor when taking a
shower. For a simple fix, we bought a plastic rod from a hard-
ware store and glued it to the edge of the shower tub and
used caulking to finish the job. Now it acts as an effective
catch for the water, diverting it back into the basin and keep-
ing our bathroom floor dry.
Wilhelm Resch, Saint Michael, Minn.

QUICK
FIX

Cheap Fridge Temp Gauge
My older travel trailer’s refrigerator does not have a built-in
temperature gauge on the outside of it and I wanted to be
able to keep track of that without having to open the door
all the time. I found a wireless remote thermometer for
about $10 at Walmart and attached the sensor inside the
refrigerator in a spot where it would not get wet from con-
densation, then secured the display unit on a wall where I
can see it at a glance. It works just fine.
David Dorsey, Newark, Del.

Odor-Be-Gone
We found an easy cure for persistent refrigerator odors. Wipe down the entire inside of the refrigera-
tor with a solution of warm water and baking soda. Rinse it all off with more warm water. Then place
an open pan (no cover) with several large pieces of charcoal in the pan inside the refrigerator for
three to four days with the door shut. The odor will be gone. This worked for us like a charm.
Harold DeBruler, Marlon, Ind.

Extra “Shoe” Pantry Storage
We found that there was never enough storage space in our
trailer’s pantry for canned goods so we bought a see-through
plastic hanging shoe rack and hung it in the clothes closet next
to the food pantry in the kitchen. We stock it with canned goods
instead of extra shoes. The cans fit perfectly into the pockets
made for shoes and, because they are see-through, we can see
what the cans are and easily select what we need. It doesn’t
take up very much space and can hang on the inside of a door.
Brenda and Jim Ashton, Kingsport, Tenn.
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To send your submission, write to: 10-Minute Tech, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N, Suite 200, Minneapolis, MN 55447 or email: 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. 
Please include an illustration or photo if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.
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BILL WILL BE IN SANTA CLAUS, IND. TO CONNECT WITH BILL, EMAIL HIM AT ROADSCRIBE@AOL.COMNEXT MONTH

AMERICA’S
OUTBACK by Bill Graves

Highway 98 crosses Apalachicola Bay on
a bridge that’s four miles long. The

bridge is not that high — it gives enough
clearance to accommodate shrimp boats
— but Florida is flat, so I have a good view.
To the south is a 28-mile-long barrier is-
land called St. George. Its tallest structure
is a lighthouse, a restored remnant of the

mid-1800s, here on the Gulf. By law, nothing on that island
will ever be built taller.

Surrounding me are the emerald-green waters of the
bay, nourishing some of the richest oyster beds in the coun-
try. Ninety percent of Florida’s oysters come from here. It
seems that when fresh water, flowing out of the
Apalachicola River, mixes with the salt water of the Gulf, it
creates a habitat where oysters flourish. So harvesting,
shucking and shipping oysters is what folks do around here.
Still others cook them up — or don’t cook them up — and
serve them in restaurants in various concoctions, or serve
them raw on half of the shell they came in.  

At one end of the bridge is Apalachicola and at the other
is Eastpoint where I’m headed. Eastpoint is an edge-water
town, elevation seven feet, maintaining a gruff, fishing vil-
lage beauty. Its waterfront is scented with the briny waft of
seafood docks that are targeted by seagulls, usually hag-
gling over something long dead.

Most of Eastpoint’s 2,400 residents are in the seafood
business — oysters primarily. Lynn Martina is one of them.
Her family has been in the oyster business here for 40
years. Now called Lynn’s Quality Oysters, it’s on the ocean
side of Highway 98. I parked next to a truck with Lynn’s
name on it. It was being loaded with fresh oysters that were
just hours away from the market in Jacksonville, Fla.    

Starting at the age of nine, Lynn would get off the
school bus here every day and shuck oysters until it was
time to go home. As she got older she would often start
dinner for her brothers, her parents could not leave their
oyster house until the last truck left.  

In time, she married her high school sweetheart, raised
a couple of kids and is now the head of the family’s oyster
house. Her employees are mostly family and friends. The
day I was there her aunt was helping out, garbed in the uni-
form of an oyster shucker: hairnet, apron, boots and heavy-
rubber gloves.  

It’s the Oysters 
Lessons in the Art of Shucking

“Oyster beds are in comparatively shallow water. And
there are winter beds and summer beds,” Lynn told me.  

“The guys go out in small, flat-bottom boats. They use
tongs, like big yard rakes with long handles hinged together
like scissors. The tongs are dropped onto a bed, closed and
then lifted up. It’s all done by hand. When you get a boatload
of oysters, the culling starts. The ones that are legal size —
they are about two or three years old — are put in burlap
bags. The rest are thrown back. The limit is 20 bags a day
per boat.  

“Really high tech,” I said.
“That’s the way it’s been done forever.”
“Couldn’t they use a net?” 
“A net would wipe out the bed in one swoop,” she said.  
Shucking is the tough part. It requires standing at a

shucking stall for hours, using a machine to cut the shell
and a flat tool to slip the oyster out. They work fast — they
get paid by the pound of shucked oysters — yet carefully as
the oysters are delicate.  

Lynn calls shucking an art, affirming that art stands de-
fiantly in the eye of the beholder. 

Welcome to America’s Outback. q

EASTPOINT, FLA.

(Top) Small, flat-bottomed boats are used to gather the day’s oys-
ters. (Above) Shucking involves standing at a stall for hours while a
machine cuts the oysters and a flat tool slips the oysters out.
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YOUR RV ISN’T A CAR. DON’T INSURE IT LIKE ONE.  
Progressive covers your RV in ways auto policies don’t. So if you ever get in an 
accident and need to leave your RV at the shop for repairs, we’ll cover the cost of 
your hotel. Keeping family trips on the road, now that’s Progressive.

1-800-PROGRESSIVE  |  LOCAL AGENT  |  PROGRESSIVE.COM

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates. Emergency Expense coverage is subject to policy terms.  11D00458 (06/11)
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THERE’S A LITTLE SMOKEY IN ALL OF US.
9 out of 10 wildfi res are caused by humans. Which means 9 out of 10 
wildfi res can be prevented. So if you see someone acting irresponsibly, 
step in and make a difference.

SmokeyBear.com

photo Jill Greenberg
©USDA Forest Service
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Welcome to our digital edition of Trailer Life magazine. This format makes it
easy for you to navigate the magazine and provides direct links to Internet
sites of our advertisers, our TrailerLife.com web site, and many web sites to
supplement our editorial features.

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital Trailer Life magazine, and we encourage your
comments and suggestions to our editor at sbourdon@goodsamfamily.com

Click on the TrailerLife.com button to go directly 
to our Web site.

Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring you back
to this page.

Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table of
Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.

Click on the Arrow buttons to navigate between pages.

Click on the Magnify glass buttons to zoom in and zoom out.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital Trailer Life:

When the hand icon changes to a pointing finger, it indicates a link to a 
web site or to another page in the magazine.
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