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Instant Power Wherever You Are.
People on the go like to go in style, with efficient, reliable, portable power from a Honda EU Series Generator. Whether you’re camping,
tailgating or RVing, you can rely on Honda power for your coffee maker, electric lights, TV, rooftop RV AC units† and just about anything
else that’ll make you feel right at home. EU Series Generators are easy to start, produce fewer emissions and are remarkably quiet.
And with 17 generators in our lineup to choose from, Honda has a model that’ll be the right match for your needs. Plus, they’re covered
by our Honda 3-Year Warranty*. So next time you go on a trip, don’t forget to pack the power.

gen.honda.com

facebook.com/HondaGenerators
†

youtube.com/Honda

*

Requires two parallel-linked EU2000i generators. Warranty applies to all Honda GX Series Engines and GX Series-powered Honda Power Equipment, 100cc or larger, purchased or
put into rental service since January 1, 2009. Exceptions apply. See full warranty details at honda.com. Does not apply to EU1000 models. Please read the owner’s manual before
operating your Honda Power Equipment and never use in a closed or partly enclosed area where you could be exposed to poisonous carbon monoxide. Connection of a generator to
house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualiﬁed electrician. ©2013 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
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Fresh
Ideas
Are we looking at new trends?
while back when Bryan Tillett told me about a new roof he was working on for
his Excel line of ﬁfth-wheels, my curiosity piqued big time. Most trailers are
ﬁtted with EPDM or TPO roofs, which is a rubber membrane that covers a wood
substrate. The beneﬁts of rubber seemed obvious, spearheaded by the ability to
completely seal the roof without seams — helping to prevent leaks.
Rubber roofs have proven to be reliable, and for some owners, preferred when
it rains since the inside stays a lot quieter. Using the same idea as rubber, Tillett
worked with the Rhino Linings people to develop his Eco-Coat roof. This is the roof
system that’s on the Excel Winslow featured on page 44. The Eco-Coat is sprayed
on, leaving no seams or gaps. It’s thick, durable (with a proven track record as
pickup bed liners) and it reduces the level of maintenance. For me, maintaining
a rubber roof is a necessary evil, although I appreciate the fact that RVs stay dry.
But cleaning a roof is not a favorite activity. Nevertheless I have perfected my own
process, which is parallel to the procedures presented by Emily and Mark Fagan
in the article on page 36.
The Eco-Coat roof is more expensive — it adds $3,750 to the price tag of the
Excel Winslow — but when amortized over the life of a ﬁfth-wheel, it’s a good
deal. And your back will thank you. Nevertheless, the jury will be out for a while
on whether the industry adapts Rhino Linings as a viable alternative to existing
rooﬁng material. The process is more complicated and requires assembly line
adjustments.
The bigger news, of course, is the ﬁrst-ever entryway in a slideout, described
in the exclusive article on the Excel. The “why-didn’t-I-think-of-that idea” allows
for exceptional ﬂoorplan creativity, which is really a big deal when producing
trailers that are used for long-term livability. The concept is interesting; I’m
guessing we’ll see more show up at the annual industry trade show in December.
Circling back to roof maintenance, once it’s clean, the best way to keep it —
and the entire rig — that way is to cover the RV when in storage. Most of us don’t
have the luxury of enclosed storage, so using a cover makes a lot of sense. As
you’ll learn on page 52, there is a plethora of covers on the market, all designed to
ﬁt nicely on — and protect — any RV from the elements.
Beats frequent washing. q
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YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

Attention-Getting Redwood
After returning from a 2½-week,
3,883-mile trip from Texas to Niagara
Falls, Canada, I was thrilled to see a
Redwood 36RL on the cover of your
July issue. We purchased our 2013
Redwood last December and have
already put almost 8,000 miles on it.
I agree with Chris Hemer’s
assessment of the unit, especially
the comments on the light switches
and the quartz sink/stove covers.
We discovered the hard way not to
travel with the covers in place: The
weight and bounce during travel
caused our sink to come loose from
the countertop. Our dealership,
ExploreUSA, remounted the sink and
we have not experienced any other
major issues. After talking with other
Redwood owners we realized it is
a common experience with solidsurface sink/stove covers.
My husband loves the shelves
and netting in the outside forward
storage. The only change we made
was the addition of the MOR/ryde
sliding cargo tray. The Redwood paint
scheme is very different from most
RVs (we have the black and burgundy
version) and we ﬁnd ourselves
making a lot of new friends because
of all the attention it gets.
Thanks for the good review. It
reafﬁrmed our choice to purchase our
Redwood.
Dawn and Terry Adamson
Grapevine, Texas

Useful Information
Because my wife and I have a camper
(a Fleetwood pop-up) that we love
traveling in, I read every issue of
Trailer Life from cover to cover
searching for useful information that
we can use now or in the future. And in
almost every issue I ﬁnd some. Then
I scan the useful pages into a special
folder on my computer, labeled by
subject, for future reference. If we
TALK TO US!

Spot-On Historical Reporting

E

The article by Steven B. Waite in the July issue regarding the Gettysburg
National Military Park is one of the best ever featured in your magazine. The
historical reporting and current recommendations are spot on.
My family’s connection to Gettysburg dates back to 1863, when my greatgreat-grandfather Michael Jacobs was a professor and acting president of
Gettysburg College when the battle was fought there. His home is now a
cherished landmark smack in the middle of the village. He is the one who
escorted the Union generals to the top of the Lutheran Library building so
they could observe the “lay of the land” and station their troops accordingly.
During one of many family visits to Gettysburg when I was a child, we
engaged the services of a professional guide to ride with us as we toured the
battleﬁeld. This gentleman had already served more than 50 years as a
guide, and he had met veterans from both sides during the
50th and 75th Annual Reunions of the battle.
When I asked him what they thought
about the condition of the battleﬁeld,
he said they all replied the same. “The
trees are much thicker now. We’d have
had much better cover!”
Ralph Paul Jacobs, Long Beach, California

need to buy tires, have battery issues
or our Fleetwood’s solar-power
system is not working for us, I now
have that trusted and expert information in the folder for easy access.
Speaking of solar energy, I
propose, since the term “solar
system” is already taken, that we use
the term “solar-power system,” just
for clarity. The solar system that we
are all familiar with will not sit on
our camper or go camping with us —
instead, we go camping somewhere
on a planet within our solar system,
and we use “solar power” as a utility.
William and Kim Kremer
Santa Cruz, California

Climbing Mountains
In the August issue, regarding Ernie
Carlson’s letter, he (among others)
seems to think that you need a ¾-ton
pickup with a diesel engine to pull
anything heavier than, say, a 2,0004,000-pound trailer. I have a 2003

Write to: Trailer Life, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, California 93001
or email info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.
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half-ton Dodge Ram Quad Cab with
the Hemi engine and have pulled a
31-foot 1978 Airstream through all
49 continental states. The trailer
weighs 8,000-9,000 pounds. My truck
has more than 100,000 miles on it.
Although it only gets 9-11 MPG, it can
climb mountains with no problem.
On an interstate, I can set the cruise
control at the speed limit and drive
all day. I’m amazed how many RVers
think they need the cost of a big diesel
to do the job.
Ron Schafer, Indianapolis, Indiana q

FACEBOOK POLL
What is your primary
RVing/camping method?

47% Fifth-Wheel
42% Travel Trailer
8% Motorhome
3% Toy Hauler

YOUR RV ISN’T A CAR. DON’T INSURE IT LIKE ONE.
Progressive covers your RV in ways auto policies don’t. So if you ever get in an
accident and need to leave your RV at the shop for repairs, we’ll cover the cost of
your hotel. Keeping family trips on the road, now that’s Progressive.

1-800-PROGRESSIVE | LOCAL AGENT | PROGRESSIVE.COM

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & afﬁliates. Emergency Expense coverage is subject to policy terms. 11D00458 (06/11)
Progressive Insurance, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card
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by Donya Carlson and Eileen Hubbard

Georgia On
My Mind
RVers will delight in
Atlanta’s multitude
of attractions
Atlanta has grown from a tiny Georgia
settlement into a metropolitan destination of more than 5 million people
and plentiful attractions showcasing
its history, beauty, culture and urban
environment.
Begin by exploring the 33 acres
of the Atlanta History Center, located
in the historic Buckhead neighborhood. Not only is the center home to
Atlanta’s renowned history museum,
it also gives visitors a look at life in
the 1860s at the Tullie Smith Farm.
Costumed interpreters lead tours of
the house, which is surrounded by
a blacksmith shop, corncrib, dairy,
smokehouse, barn and slave cabin.
One of Atlanta’s most recognizable
landmarks, the Swan House, built in
1928, is also on the grounds. Walk
through the many rooms of this
elegant, beautifully restored mansion
before strolling around the grounds
to enjoy garden views and cascading
fountains. The Centennial Olympic
Games Museum opened at the center
in 2006 and boasts a collection of
artifacts, interactive displays and
multimedia presentations showcasing
the 1996 Games. Tickets are $16.50
and also include the three-story,
Tudor Revival Margaret Mitchell
House in Midtown, where the author
wrote Gone With the Wind.
Also in the Midtown area is the

The Swan House, built in 1928, gets its name from the mansion’s swan motif.
The house was originally built for heirs to a cotton brokerage fortune and provides
visitors with a glimpse into the family’s lifestyle in the 1920s and ’30s. It’s one of the
destinations on the optional tours at this fall’s Camping World/Good Sam Rally.

Atlanta Botanical Garden, an urban
oasis that hosts many exhibitions,
events and classes. Wildﬂower
trails and gardens cover 30 acres
and include the newest addition to
the Storza Woods — a 40-foot-high
suspension bridge dubbed the Canopy
Walk. Take in the heady fragrance
of orchids from Madagascar, Asia
and Ecuador in the 10,000-squarefoot Fuqua Orchid Center, and don’t
miss the conservation gardens and
amphibian displays that highlight
carnivorous plant bogs from the
Southeast and endangered frog
species from around the world. Daily
admission is $18.95.
A trip to Atlanta isn’t complete
without a stop to explore Underground Atlanta, six city blocks of

A ﬁreworks display is part of the nightly entertainment at The Rally in Atlanta.
10 TRAILER LIFE September 2013

retail, specialty and gift shops,
plus dozens of restaurants. The
Underground takes advantage of
the viaducts ﬁrst built in the 1920s
over the city’s many railroad tracks.
Guided walking tours showcase the
area’s original architecture and rich
history.
Don’t forget, Atlanta plays host to
the Camping World/Good Sam Rally
October 17-20. Call 877-749-7122 or
visit www.therally.com.
Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-285-2682, www.atlanta.net

© 2013 , KEVIN C. ROSE/ATLANTAPHOTOS.COM

by Laura Michaels
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EverGreen’s Focus
on the Family
If the kitchen is your focal point in an RV, the new Bay Hill
340RK from EverGreen will get your attention. This ﬁfthwheel’s rear-kitchen ﬂoorplan features a full breakfast
bar with raised seating, a corner range with copper hood,
full-sized pantry with etched glass and pullout cabinet trays.
Sidle up to the centerpiece bar where there’s lots of room
to slice and dice and prepare meals. Mark Boessler, EverGreen’s president, said, “Our newest Bay Hill rear kitchen
ﬂoorplan has all the cooking and entertainment amenities
for those families who always end up in the kitchen.”
A dining table that seats four is next to the ﬁreplace/
heater with entertainment center above. A banister
staircase leads to the slideout master bedroom with a
queen bed, a 60-inch dresser, a large wardrobe prepped
for a washer and dryer, a sliding glass wardrobe and two
corner shelves.

And families are
what EverGreen is
targeting. The company
claims that the 340RK
can easily sleep ﬁve
with the optional king
bed, hide-a-bed and
sleeper sofa. The
standard model
includes two theater reclining seats in
the living room slideout as well as a single oversized swivel
recliner or an optional dual recliner (shown in photo).
Base MSRP: $55,100
574-825-4298, www.goevergreenrv.com

NEWSWIRE
OWNER SURVEY

EVENT

CAMPGROUND

Travel Plans Unaffected by
Rising Fuel Prices

Hershey, Pennsylvania, RV Show,
September 11-15

Three new brand segments
for KOA

According to a recent survey by
Coach-Net of its members, RV owners
are not letting elevated fuel prices
dampen their enthusiasm for travel
and adventure. More than 72 percent of
members of Coach-Net, a provider of
RV roadside and technical assistance,
indicated that rising fuel prices would
have no effect on their upcoming travel
plans. RV owners also indicated their
continuing preference for longer road
trips. Almost 50 percent said they
generally travel more than 1,000 miles
when taking a trip in their RV; closerto-home road trips of 100-499 miles
ranked second and midrange trips of
500-1,000 miles ranked third.

The 45th annual Hershey Show,
sponsored by the Pennsylvania RV
& Camping Association, is set to run
September 11-15, 2013. The event
will be held at the Giant Center in
Hershey, Pennsylvania, and features
more than 21 acres of RVs on display
and dozens of RV-related seminars.
This year’s attendees will have a
chance to win a new 2014 Rockwood
Pop-Up Tent Camper courtesy of
Rockwood RV and Camping World of
Hanover. The giveaway is sponsored by
WGAL-TV, Camping World of Hanover
and Rockwood. See website for $1 off
coupon for one adult admission.
888-303-2887, www.prvca.org

Kampgrounds of America (KOA) is in
the process of rebranding each of its
485 campgrounds into one of three
segments: a KOA Journey, a KOA
Holiday or a KOA Resort. The Journeydesignated campgrounds will be close
to major highways and include long
pull-through sites. Holiday campgrounds will be designed for getaways
or short vacations, and include family
activities, deluxe cabins and additional
amenities. Campgrounds identiﬁed
as Resorts will offer luxurious
pools, patio RV sites, deluxe cabin
linen service and a specially trained
activities and recreation staff.
www.koa.com
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RV Dealer Helps Paws and Stripes
Kay’s RV in Moriarty, New Mexico, raised $6,000 in June for Paws and
Stripes, a nonproﬁt organization that assists veterans in adopting shelter
dogs and training them as service dogs. The dogs help wounded veterans
address post traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injuries. The
event consisted of a rummage sale and white elephant auction in which
guests made bids on prizes donated by area businesses. Additionally, Kay’s
RV invited customers to Hidden Valley RV Park in Tijeras, New Mexico,
for Camp With a Cause where a portion of the fee was donated to Paws
and Stripes. Veteran and Paws and Stripes cofounder Jim Stanek joined
campers to speak about how the organization is helping veterans.
The event was inspired by Kay’s RV’s annual tradition of hosting a
summer campout with its customers. “We wanted to ﬁnd a way to give back
to the veterans who have so bravely served our country. The outpouring of
support for the event was a powerful example of the RVing community’s
support of our nation’s veterans, generosity and eagerness to help others,”
said Kay Wilks, owner of the dealership.
Paws and Stripes, www.pawsandstripes.com
Kay’s RV, www.kaysrv.com

Outdoor Fun for Kids
Camp ABC: A Place for Outdoor Fun by
Zora and David Aiken is a wonderful book to
pique a kid’s interest in camping, whether
it’s enjoying a full-service RV resort or
pitching a tent in the middle of a forest. The
book’s simple rhymes and colorful illustrations encourage a child’s interest in nature,
including the importance of conserving
natural habitats, birdwatching, kayaking,
hiking and enjoying other outdoor activities.
The 32-page hardcover book offers 26
camping-related activities for children up
to 6 years of age.
MSRP: $16.99, www.schifferbooks.com

Coachmen’s Golden
Anniversary
Coachmen RV, a division of Forest
River, is celebrating 50 years of
business with a new Brookstone ﬁfthwheel. Five ﬂoorplans ranging in 34 to
39 feet are currently in the lineup, with
more to come. The ﬁrst golden anniversary ﬁfth-wheel to roll off the line
was the 37-foot triple slide with a base
MSRP of $55,000. Fred Hershberger,
general manager of Coachmen RV’s
ﬁfth-wheel division said, “Our design
and product team has been deliberate
in building the most user-friendly and
functional luxury ﬁfth-wheel available.”
The company has streamlined the
new ﬁfth-wheel into one product that
replaces all prior Brookstone products.
Floorplans have been designed around
convenience and maximum usability
for storage. There’s dedicated storage
for a full-sized kitchen trash can and
drawers for silverware, long utensils,
a lay-down spice rack, and pots and
pans. There’s also a wine rack, a
broom closet, dual full-sized clothesbasket storage, a cabinet that stores
a mini step-ladder and a hide-away
pet-feeding station. A dishwasher
is optional. Other features include a
50-inch LED Smart TV, MCD roller
shades and an optional powered
inclining bed. Hershberger says,
“The 50th Anniversary Brookstone
combines ‘best in class’ aerodynamics
with the LCI Correct Track Alignment
System, Dexter Axles and MOR/ryde
suspension.”
574-825-5821
www.coachmenrv.com q
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TRAILER LIFE TO THE RESCUE

Better Late Than Never

We have made repeated attempts to get this resolved
with Coach-Net. During the past three months, we called
more than a dozen times and each time were told that
someone would get right back with us, but so far no one
has. We think we have been more than patient. Any help
would be appreciated.

Hoping to receive compensation for damage done to their
RV while it was being towed, two readers asked RV Action
Line for help. They wrote:

»

Shirley and Leo Bradley, Yukon, Oklahoma

In December, we had a mechanical breakdown with our
motorhome while traveling though Collins, Mississippi. We
called our roadside assistance company, Coach-Net, to be
towed to a nearby Freightliner dealer. We had never had
our motorhome towed before, so we were worried about
possible damage from being towed. The Coach-Net representative we spoke with assured us that if any damage
occurred by the wrecker they sent, it would be covered.
As the wrecker driver was hooking up our motorhome, I
told him we should probably slide the hitch ball assembly out
of the receiver so there would be no possibility of hitting the
rear gravel guard and damaging it. He said it would be OK,
that he tows all the time and he knew what he was doing.
He only went 100 yards before hitting a dip in the road
that tore an 8-inch-long, 3-inch-wide gash in the rear
gravel deﬂector. The deﬂector, at that time, had a very
small hole in it where the end of the ball punched through
it. The repair cost was $718.

RV Action Line contacted Coach-Net on the Bradleys’
behalf. Soon afterward, we received the following response
from the company:
THE COMPANY RESPONDED

The driver said it would be OK,
that he tows all the time and he
knew what he was doing.

Wheelie Impressed
A happy reader wrote the following
letter to RV Action Line about a
positive experience he recently had
with a company:

»

With people having a lot of notso-good experiences dealing with
RV service companies, I had to write
about a company that exceeded all
of my expectations. While washing
my 2008 Keystone ﬁfth-wheel, I
found a crack in one of the wheels.
I contacted Tredit Tire & Wheel Co.
in Elkhart, Indiana. After emailing
pictures of the wheel cracks to
Adam Deak at Tredit, I received the
following reply:
“The Tredit wheel from your
14 TRAILER LIFE September 2013

We appreciate receiving a copy of the letter RV Action
Line received from the Bradleys so we have the chance to
resolve the situation to our members’ satisfaction. Upon
review, because the damage to the rear gravel deﬂector
was obviously not pre-existing, Coach-Net has reimbursed
the Bradleys for the full amount of their claim. We have
spoken to Mrs. Bradley, apologized for the delay and let her
know her check was in the mail. She indicated that she is
pleased with the reimbursement for the damages.
We are happy we were able to reach a favorable
outcome and look forward to serving the Bradleys in the
future.
Lisa Davis
Chief Operating Ofﬁcer
Coach-Net
Irving, Texas

Keystone Montana is a discontinued
product. So in order to warrant your
cracked wheel, I’d like to send you
four of the newer replacementstyle wheels, at no charge to you, of
course. I have attached a photo of the
replacement wheels. If these are OK,
just give me the go ahead and I’ll get
them ready and sent out to you. Also,
I will likely ask for the other wheels
in return. The new wheels will come

»

with call tags so all you’ll need to do
is put them in our boxes and take
them to a UPS facility. I look forward
to hearing from you soon. Thanks!”
As you can imagine, I was
shocked. All I had to pay for was the
dismount and remount of the tires. So
I am glad to say, there are good guys
still out there. Thank you, Tredit Tire!
Edward McGrory
New Braunfels, Texas q

RV Action Line is a forum for the resolution of conﬂicts between
TAKE ACTION
consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources without success, please send a typed letter
to RV Action Line, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, California 93001. Include copies of
appropriate bills and correspondence as well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

YOUR HOUSE ON WHEELS MAY
OUTDO YOUR HOUSE WITH THE ZIP CODE.
With DuPont ™ Corian® solid surface, your countertops are just as beautiful as the places you drive them
to. Beautiful, nonporous and durable, DuPont ™ Corian® solid surface is the #1 U.S. brand in kitchen and
bathroom countertops, and a sure sign of a quality RV manufacturer. Also, due to its incomparable quality,
Corian® has had zero RV product warranty claims since 2006.
Visit www.rvsurfaces.dupont.com to learn more about DuPont ™ Corian® solid surface and the quality RV
manufacturers that use it.

© 2012 E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. All rights reserved. The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™ and Corian ® solid surfaces are trademarks or registered trademarks of
E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company or its afﬁliates. Photo courtesy of Keystone RV Cougar.
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THIS LAND: GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL RECREATION AREA, CALIFORNIA

by Len Cousineau

200 Years of History
Camping, hiking, scenic views, Nike Missile Site and Alcatraz
Island — all in a national park that hugs the California coastline for nearly 60 miles
he most recognizable and iconic
manmade structure in the
Western United States is indisputably California’s Golden Gate Bridge.
This engineering marvel has been
featured in songs, movies, television shows and countless family
snapshots. Driving across its impressive span — or better yet, walking
across it — heading to or from the
culturally rich city of San Francisco,
grants travelers an appreciation of
the opportunities, the ambition and
the promise of the Golden State.
The bridge is, of course, essential
to commerce, and its red-orange
hue complements the sunlight that
settles nightly beyond the Paciﬁc, reminding residents and travelers that
the Golden Gate effectively represents the Western edge of the United
States. Yet as quintessentially American as the Golden Gate Bridge is, it is
only one small aspect of the unbelievably inviting and enormous Golden

T

Gate National Recreation Area that
surrounds the bridge.
Traversing the California coast
for nearly 60 miles in and around San
Francisco, Golden Gate National Recreation Area is one of the world’s largest
urban national parks. Included in this
expanse are 739 historic structures, including ﬁve national historic landmarks,
nine documented cultural landscapes
(including dairy ranches), 61 recorded
archaeological sites and more than 3
million historic objects and artifacts.
Inquisitive visitors can learn about the
area’s Spanish and Mexican periods,
about the Coast Miwok and the Ohlone
people who once made their homes
here, and about the country’s largest
collection of military installations and
fortiﬁcations.
Within the recreation area also
sits Alcatraz, an island in the middle
of San Francisco Bay famous for its
notorious federal prison. And yet The
Rock, as Alcatraz has been dubbed,

Visitors can
ca
for daily tou tch a ferry to Alcatraz
rs of the fam
ous prison.

has a far more complex history than
having once housed Al Capone and
other famous prisoners: Alcatraz was
home to the ﬁrst lighthouse on the
West Coast, at one time had 110 cannons mounted on its soil as part of the
ﬁrst U.S. fort on the West Coast and
was the birthplace of the American
Indian Red Power Movement.
So numerous and diverse are the
historic and outdoor activities within
Golden Gate National Recreation Area
that 17 million people annually partake of them. q
Golden Gate National Recreation Area
415-561-4700, www.nps.gov/goga

DID YOU KNOW?
Golden Gate National Recreation Area has the fourth largest number of federally protected or endangered species of all 401 units with the NPS.
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CIVIL WAR SITES AND SPELUNKING IN

NEW MARKET, VIRGINIA
Exploring the diverse museums and stunning geologic formations of the Shenandoah Valley

F
(Top) This wagon in the ﬁeld at New Market
Battleﬁeld State Historical Park was used to
carry a box containing ammunition. (Above)
Betty Karol Wilson, in 1860s attire, in front
of one of New Market’s historic buildings.
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ounded in 1796, New Market lies
in the heart of Virginia’s scenic
Shenandoah Valley. This small,
peaceful town with a mere 1,700
residents boasts lovely tree-lined
streets, quaint shops, historic buildings
and numerous caverns in and around
the area. However, New Market wasn’t
always peaceful. It was once the site of
a bloody battle.
That battle is memorialized at the
New Market Battleﬁeld State Historical
Park. All sites within the park — a
historic farm, walking trails, picnic
areas and the magniﬁcent Hall of
Valor Civil War Museum — are within
easy walking distance over mostly ﬂat

terrain. With a map obtained at the
museum, we opted for the self-guided
battleﬁeld tour that provided us with an
opportunity to reﬂect upon the social
and military struggle that had taken
place in New Market.
The museum is a memorial to the
Virginia Military Institute cadets and all
soldiers who fought during the Battle
of 1864. It houses fascinating artifacts
and dioramas conveying the story of
Virginia during the Civil War. The unique
stained-glass window mural, depicting
the war in the Shenandoah Valley, is
awesome. An award-winning ﬁlm, Field
of Lost Shoes, plays every hour and
dramatically describes the battle and

article by Arline Zatz photos by Joel Zatz

why 257 young cadets from the Virginia
Military Institute joined the Confederate
forces to help defend the Valley and,
miraculously, won.
After spending some time inside,
we roamed the grounds examining
displays that made history come alive
once again. Along the 1-mile numbered
path, we found key points of the ﬁnal
Confederate assault of the Union
line, which helped to visualize what
the Cadet Corps had to contend with.
Included is the Bushong Farm where
several generations of Bushongs lived
before the orchard became a battleﬁeld
and the family’s house was turned into
a hospital. The lower ﬂoor replicates
what the hospital looked like when it
was used to care for wounded soldiers.
Be forewarned: If children are with you
or you get queasy seeing blood, skip this
room because imagining the soldiers’
suffering is upsetting while looking
down at the 10-12 inches of straw.
The straw wasn’t used to protect the
ﬂooring, but to absorb oozing blood and
give the doctors traction while operating
— without antiseptic or anesthesia to
block the pain.
Located outside the house is farm
equipment from that period — the
typical semi-cylindrical oven used by
Valley families, a large hanging bell
next to the oven used to summon the
family to dinner or as a warning signal,
a summer kitchen, wash house, and
blacksmith and wheelwright shops.
After their victory, New Market’s
citizens helped the Confederate
States Army bury the dead (including
10 cadets), care for the wounded and
search for abandoned Federal supplies.
While this battle was a success for New
Market, it was also the last of major
Southern victories.
In addition, we explored numerous
caverns near New Market. We started
with Endless Caverns, a limestone
solution cave, adjacent to the NASCAR
RV Resort. The RV resort is a deluxe
campground with exceptionally large,
wooded, pull-through sites offering full
hookups, clean restrooms and hiking
trails. One moderately strenuous trail
leads to the largest lighted sign in

the nation, where the name, “Endless
Caverns” is spelled out in letters 70 feet
high! The sign can also be reached by
automobile.
Two boys who were chasing a
rabbit across their grandfather’s farm
discovered the caverns in 1879. Just
when they thought they had cornered
the rabbit between two boulders, it
disappeared into a hole and, instead of
ﬁnding the rabbit when they crawled in
after it, they found the caverns.
During our 75-minute guided tour
145 feet below ground, we learned that
the temperature in the cavern remains
at 55 degrees year-round. Walking can
be a bit tricky, as the trail is uneven and
wet in spots, so use the handrails. Many
explorers have attempted to reach the
end of the caverns but, to this day, no
one has been successful in ﬁnding the
end — thus its name, Endless Caverns.
We admired the striking colors
and shapes of hundreds of formations,
learning that the white coloring is from
calcite deposits, green from iron oxide
and blue from manganese. Since the
acid in water only dissolves a tenth of
an inch of limestone per year, it’s easy
to understand why it took centuries for
these caverns to form.
Highlights of the cavern include
the huge Ballroom where weddings
are held, seeing formations known as
“Draperies” that hang freestyle and
those that cling against the wall, called

(Above) The bell alongside an outdoor
oven at the Bushong Farm played doubleduty by being used to call family to dinner
and to warn of danger.
(Below) This grave of a Confederate
soldier who died in the battle is in Saint
Matthews Cemetery, New Market.
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“Curtains.” The scariest part was when
our tour guide turned off the lights and
we stood in total darkness for a couple
of minutes. Without light, we realized
we’d never be able to ﬁnd our way out!
From New Market we traveled a
few miles west to the famous Luray
Caverns for a different perspective.
Designated a U.S. Natural Landmark by
the Department of the Interior and the
National Park Service in 1974, Luray
was discovered in 1878 by a tinsmith
who felt a draft of cool air rising from a
hole in the ground. He and a companion
carefully widened the opening, climbed
down and found the caverns.
The Cathedral Room houses the
“Great Stalacpipe Organ,” reputed
to be the world’s largest musical
instrument. Covering 3.5 acres, it
produces tones of symphonic quality
when electronically tapped by rubbertipped mallets. Leland Sprinkle, the
mathematician and electronic scientist
who began the monumental three-year
project, searched the vast chambers
of the caverns selecting stalactites
to precisely match a musical scale.
Ultimately, in 1954, he invented this
one-of-a-kind instrument.
Like other visitors, we couldn’t
resist tossing a coin into the large subterranean pool of water that’s more
than 6 feet deep and known as the
Wishing Well. When the pool is drained

once a year, the coins are removed,
counted, bagged and deposited in a
special bank account for future distribution to charitable organizations. So far
more than $450,000 has been donated.
Included in the admission is entry to
the adjacent Car and Carriage Caravan
Museum, which traces the history of
America in an exhibit featuring more
than 140 items relating to transportation dating back to 1725. The rare 1892
Benz, one of the oldest cars in the
country, is still in operating condition.
Also on-site is the Luray Valley
Museum, which celebrates the region’s
Shenandoah culture. It features
numerous displays of the area’s
artifacts from the 1750s to the 1920s,
including a German Bible dating from
1536. Here, the history of the early
settlers is told, from their decorative
arts to their search for religious
freedom. In addition, a collection of
historic local buildings have been
moved to this site and restored to
represent a small 19th-century farming
community.
Luckily, we were in time to hear
the bells at the Luray Singing Tower
opposite Luray Caverns. Erected in
1937, at 117 feet high, it contains a
carillon of 47 bells, with the largest
weighing 7,640 pounds and 6 feet in
diameter, and the smallest weighing
12½ pounds.

The campgro
un
spacious woo d adjacent to Endless
Ca
ded sites se
parated by gi verns has
ant boulders
.

After the tour, we stopped at The
Garden Maze 100 yards past Luray
Caverns. Said to be the largest one of its
kind in the Middle Atlantic states, it was
one of the highlights of our trip. When
we tried to ﬁnd our way out of this lovely
1-acre ornamental garden, we kept
going back and forth until “rescued” by
one of the attendants. She described
the trick to getting through, and noted
that mazes have existed for centuries
in scores of cultures in countless forms
around the world. This half-mile-long
maze consists of more than 1,500
8-foot-tall, 4-foot-wide dark American
arborvitae. To make our journey more
complicated, and bafﬂing, a misting
fog was set off at various locations to
provide cooling and special effects.
We had to laugh when it began raining
during the fog! Fountains and various
adornments are tucked into nooks
and crannies and an elevated platform
provides a good view of the maze below.
On another day, we drove to
Shenandoah Caverns where several
attractions await visitors for one
admission fee. Discovered in 1884
while building a division of the Southern
Railway, it opened to visitors in 1922.
This was the easiest cavern to explore
with paved passageways, no steps to
climb and hardly any grades — and
an elevator that takes visitors from
the main center to 60 feet below.
The one-hour, 1-mile guided tour
was unforgettable, especially Bacon
Hall, named for the formations
(Far left) The “Great Stalacpipe Organ”
at Luray Caverns was created by Leland
Sprinkle who found stalactites and shaved
them to produce speciﬁc notes. (Left) A
Luray Caverns tour guide describes the
origin of underground formations.
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working post ofﬁce in the United States.
When the caverns ﬁrst opened, the post
ofﬁce was in operation 24 hours a day
for hotel guests, but it closed during
World War II and reopened in 1966.
Another on-site attraction is the
American Celebration on Parade, a
40,000-square-foot building housing
parade ﬂoats, props and sets from
major national celebrations. We
admired the Statue of Liberty, a 40foot-tall, 1,700-pound statue greeting
visitors at the entrance. Some of
the most impressive ﬂoats are the
American Eagle theme ﬂoat built for
the 2001 Inaugural Parade, the huge

American ﬂag designed for President
Reagan’s second inauguration in 1985
and the Four Native Americans Exhibit,
outlining the history of the Shenandoah
Valley. The sculptured Native American
Indian head was built around a tractor
that towed a large Thanksgiving ﬂoat in
the Philadelphia Thanksgiving Parade.
Later, it was also used in President
Clinton’s inaugural parade.
Our visit to New Market proved to
be a fun and educational experience
above and below ground. Whether
you’re an American history buff, or
have an interest in geology, you’ll ﬁnd
something to enjoy at New Market. q

Endless Caverns & RV Resort 540-896-2283, www.endlesscaverns.com
Luray Caverns 540-743-6551, www.luraycaverns.com (Garden Maze, 540-843-0769)
New Market Battleﬁeld State Historical Park 866-515-1864, www2.vmi.edu/museum/nm
Shenandoah Caverns 888-422-8376, www.shenandoahcaverns.com
Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Camp-Resorts 800-420-6679, www.campluray.com

Innovations Housing, Circle 122 on Reader Service Card

Sun Wave, Circle 126 on Reader Service Card

that resemble huge strips of bacon
suspended in air. Many large areas
were profusely decorated with thick
coatings of ﬂowstone and giant drapery
stalactites, while a narrow passageway
led into a pretty alcove containing an
array of small stalactites and columns.
At Goat Head Rock, the deepest point
in the caverns at 220 feet, we admired
additional sheets of bacon formations,
more stalactites, stalagmites and
beautiful ﬂowstone formed by calcium
carbonate masses covering the walls.
One of the delightful attractions at
Shenandoah Caverns is Main Street of
Yesteryear — a collection of animated
window displays that had once graced
the windows of many department
stores. Winding our way through
displays more than 50 years old, we
delighted in the family of growling
gigantic stuffed bears originally
featured in the 1993 Rose Bowl Parade,
a working circus under the big top,
Cinderella at the Ball and many more.
We also enjoyed seeing the smallest
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LUSH LANDSCAPES
& STEAMING LATTES

From bustling Seattle a short ferry ride gets you to the San Juans,
where each island has its own charm and the pace is slower

I

t’s a misty, gray morning in my
hometown in Colorado and I’m
actually glad — because it feels
like Seattle. I’d just spent six
days in the gloriously green, vibrant
Paciﬁc Northwest city and the nearby,
blissfully tranquil San Juan Islands,
part of the state of Washington. Indeed,
my mind is now ﬁlled with memories
of enormous rhododendron, steaming
lattes, tidal pools, and hikes and bicycle
rides through woods so dense that
our eyes had to adjust to the light. We
met some of the friendliest people
anywhere — we’d stop for a moment
with a map in hand and locals would
rush over, offering to help! We did and

PHOTO BY ROBIN JACOBSON

Lime Kiln Lighthouse is on the west side of
San Juan Island. The name is derived from
the lime kilns built nearby in the 1860s. It’s
a good place to spot orcas that make the
waters of Haro Strait their summer home.
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saw so much in our short stay, yet we
felt we had just touched the surface.
We had originally planned our trip to
the area to see the Olympic Mountains,
and ended up visiting the three major
islands of the San Juan Islands, a
172-island archipelago north of Seattle.
No wonder Lonely Planet named the
San Juan Islands No. 3 on its list for
the “Top 10 U.S. Destinations for 2013”
— they are spectacularly beautiful.
The islands, varying in size from 57
square miles to the area of a city lot, are
mostly famed for the three we visited
— Orcas, San Juan and Lopez. Each
has its own personality and draw, but
all enjoy daylight until 9:30 or even 10

p.m. during the summer, have splendid
forests with wildlife galore (bald eagles,
sea otters, seals, sea lions, deer,
turkeys and ospreys) exquisite beaches,
as well as freshwater lakes, waterfalls
and rivers, and whale-watching tours.
Each also has fresh farmers markets
and restaurants ranging from upscale
to fast food (although never a chain,
thankfully!) and at least one large
grocery store. San Juan and Lopez
islands’ local wineries are pleasant
stops for tastings and purchases. The
climate here is temperate, with average
lows not getting below the mid-30s and
average highs topping out at 69 degrees
in August. The heaviest rain months are

October through January.
Driving two hours (80 miles) north
from Seattle to the Washington state
ferry port of Anacortes (fueled by
superb coffee from locally owned
Penguin Coffee) we took the 40-minute
ferry trip to horseshoe-shaped Orcas
Island, known as the largest (57 square
miles) of the San Juans. Orcas is
known for 2,409-foot Mount Constitution, affording the most spectacular
views in the islands, located within
the 5,252-acre incredibly lush Moran
State Park. Strolling around Eastsound
Village, an enchanting little area of
shops, bistros and ﬂower-bedecked,
porch-wrapped homes, we meandered
past the Oddfellows Hall. From there,
we visited Orcas Island Pottery, the
oldest pottery in the Northwest, and
then ate at Madrona Bar & Grill, a
casual and friendly restaurant with a
lovely waterfront view and juicy burgers.
Next, we took the ferry to
55-square-mile San Juan Island with
about 2,000 year-round residents, and
docked in the lively 1-square-mile town
of Friday Harbor. San Juan is the island
that gets the action — with a “real”
county seat town that sports many 19thcentury wooden ﬁshing village homes,
art galleries (check out Arctic Raven
Gallery for ﬁne Paciﬁc Northwest Native
American arts), boutiques, museums
(including The Whale Museum) and
many dining spots. Rumor Mill specializes in live music almost every night,
with outdoor seating, tasty food and a
good happy hour.
San Juan Island features splendid

On the sunny west side of Orcas Island, West Beach Resort offers RV sites, a sand/pebble
beach, private beach ﬁrepits, a marina, boat rentals, and kayak and canoe rentals.

hikes and beaches and unusual delights
such as the Krystal Acres Alpaca Farm,
a pastoral paradise where the adorable
South American animals graze. The gift
shop has exquisite creations made of
the supremely soft, warm wool from
the alpacas. It’s pricey, but true quality
that lasts forever. We enjoyed visiting
and learning about the so-called Pig
War at the English and American
Camps — a fascinating history of a
time in the 1800s when this island was
manned by the two nations’ militaries
due to a bureaucratic snafu. Best of
all, Lime Kiln State Park (aka Whale
Watch Park) is probably the best place
anywhere to see orcas from the shore,
particularly from June to August.

A short ferry ride took us to Lopez
Island, with about 2,400 residents,
nicknamed the “Friendly Island.” Agricultural and peaceful (with grazing
lambs, horses, cows, goats and pigs),
it’s ideal for bicycling. The 29.5-squaremile island is famed for its organic
farms, lovely hikes and Lopez Island
Creamery (we decadently ate a whole
pint of its Coffee Toffee Crunch ice
cream while lazing on the green grass
outside the shop). Some of the most
beautiful sites are Agate Beach County
Park with its tidal pools (check for low
tide for best sightings), Shark Reef
Sanctuary (sea lions and seals are at
the farthest point), secluded Watmough
Bay and Spencer Spit State Park. Be

PHOTOS BY MARK RUSH

(Below left) Seals bask in the sun at Shark Reef Point on Lopez Island. If you’re lucky, you may spot gray whales as well. (Below right) At
Seattle Aquarium’s exhibit, Life on the Edge, you can touch some of the many fascinating creatures that dwell in the tide pools.
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RESOURCES
Seattle: If You Go

Seattle City Passes www.citypass.com
Seattle Visitors Center 866-732-2695, www.visitseattle.org
Washington State Ferries 888-808-7977, www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries

Seattle-Area Campgrounds

San Juan Vineyards produces wines from its
island vineyard as well as vintages from the
appellations of eastern Washington.

sure to get speciﬁc directions to these
places as they are not so easy to ﬁnd.
The island is dotted with meadows interspersed with old-growth cedar and
ﬁr forests leading to rocky shores and
cliffs. A not-to-be-missed night out is
the lovely and surprisingly reasonable
Bay Café with its incredible sunset view,
exquisite cuisine and great wine list.

SEATTLE HERE WE COME
Seattle was now our destination, so
we took the 40-minute ferry back to
Anacortes and rushed in to get another
Penguin latte. We bought City Passes,
a coupon book that gave us entry to six
attractions at about half the normal
price. Leave your vehicle at the RV park,
as Seattle provides good public transportation, and the Emerald City Trolley
takes you on a hop-on/hop-off tour of
the major tourist attractions. We also
walked between many of the sites.
The iconic Space Needle, a
futuristic 520-foot-tall observation
tower, whisks you up to 360-degree
views of Seattle and beyond, way
beyond. Come early or late (open until
midnight) to avoid the crowds — it’s
especially pretty right before dusk. Just
in front of the Needle, you’ll ﬁnd the
EMP (Experience Music Project/Science
Fiction Museum), a fantastical bloblike
mass designed by Frank Gehry. EMP
pays homage to local boy Jimi Hendrix,
with extensive exhibits and a large
interactive area where visitors can try
out their own music. My photographer
made his own jam session with an
(continued on page 28)
electric guitar.
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Dash Point State Park 888-226-7688, www.parks.wa.gov
Twenty-nine miles from Seattle, the 398-acre Dash Point is in the town of
Federal Way. This picturesque park stretches along Puget Sound and has
3,300 feet of sandy shoreline. Facilities include 114 standard campsites, 27
hookup sites, dump station, restrooms and showers.
Issaquah Village RV Park 425-392-9233, www.ivrvpark.com
Surrounded by the Cascades, this park is located near Gilman Village and
Lake Sammamish State Park, 17 miles from Seattle. The 5-acre park has
56 sites with full hook-ups, pull-through spaces and room for slideouts.
Seattle Tacoma KOA 253-872-8652, www.seattlekoa.com
This KOA is 17 miles from Seattle and located along the Green River. It
offers a wide variety of RV sites accommodating up to 55 feet in length.

Orcas Island Campgrounds

Moran State Park 888-CAMPOUT, www.parks.wa.gov
A gorgeous 5,252-acre park, but no electrical hookups are available.
Maximum site length is 45 feet. A Discover Pass is required for vehicle
access to state parks. Annual pass: $30, one-day pass: $10.
West Beach Resort 360-376-2240, www.westbeachresort.com
A privately owned, secluded resort, with 20 log cabins, 12 campsites and 12
RV sites and electrical hookups. Pets allowed.

San Juan Island Campgrounds

Lakedale Resort 360-378-2350, www.lakedale.com
A splendid resort that feels like an upscale summer camp, with a mix of six
RV hookup sites, 72 tent sites, a beautiful lodge, “glamping” canvas cabins,
log cabins and a restored Airstream. Pets allowed.
San Juan County Fairgrounds 360-378-8420, www.sanjuanco.com/parks
Seven RV sites with hookups and picnic tables. Located close to Friday
Harbor. Pets allowed on leash.
San Juan County Park 360-378-8420, www.sanjuanco.com/parks
This 12-acre, extremely scenic waterfront park offers ﬁve RV sites up to 25
feet (no hookups). Pets allowed.

Lopez Island Campground

Odlin County Park 360-378-8420, www.sanjuanco.com/parks
Just 1 mile from the ferry landing and 3 miles from Lopez Village, this park
does not have hookups. Maximum RV length is 22 feet. Note that construction is planned for fall 2013, which will limit RV rental spaces during construction. Pets OK.
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On the same block lies the Paciﬁc
Science Center with interactive areas
focusing on dinosaurs, insects and
marine life — and an outdoor water
park where adults play along with
kids. Another gem is the Chihuly
Garden and Glass Museum, with
room after room of Seattle-glass
artisan Dale Chihuly’s incredible
work, as well as the surrounding
gorgeous natural ﬂower gardens.
Seattle’s waterfront was the
original Skid Road, but the historic
district now thrives with gorgeously
restored buildings, unique boutiques
and inviting cafés, and backs up to
the delightful Pike Place Market, an
enormous, mostly indoor farmers
market that sells everything under
the sun. The seafood and ﬁsh shops
are famed for their showy antics
where employees toss large ﬁsh to
each other to the crowd’s cheers.
This ﬁshmonger is serious, however,
about only selling sustainable
seafood — no endangered ﬁsh or
farm-raised salmon is allowed. To
experience the Market coming to
life, arrive at opening time at 9 a.m.,
and by 11 a.m. or so, the crowds
will have ﬁlled in. You’ll ﬁnd many
coffee shops, including the original
Starbucks, still with its logo out front
with its truly topless mermaid. You’ll
also ﬁnd The Crumpet Shop, Piroshky
Russian Bakery, Fran’s Chocolates,
and dozens and dozens of other
venues in which to sample. Check

Since 1907, Seattle’s 9-acre Pike Place
Market has sold fresh, local produce and
specialty foods, as well as crafts.

out Ventures Gifts for Good, a shop
that sells beautiful and intriguing
products made by local artisans
as well as by developmentally
disabled people.
Moving on, the nearby Seattle
Aquarium is a joy, with ﬁne exhibits
depicting a salmon’s lifecycle and a
large sea otter area (eliciting endless
“Aw, how cute — I want one” exclamations from the crowd), a fabulous
underwater dome ﬁlled with local
sea life where I could sit transﬁxed
for hours and a mesmerizing exhibit
of the brilliant-orange giant Paciﬁc
octopus, the largest in the world —
and this one’s a showoff! After seeing
all of that live sea life, we strolled
to Pier 57 next door and feasted on
cooked seafood at The Crab Pot, a
wildly popular Seattle tradition that
serves up seafeasts of mussels,
clams, crab, shrimp, andouille

PHOTOS BY MARK RUSH

The San Juan Islands are an archipelago in the northwest
corner of the contiguous United States between the U.S.
mainland and Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada.
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Traveling companions for 50+ years!

Monochem’s family of products has traveled
with RV families for more than ﬁve decades.
If you’re an RVer, chances are you are someone who loves and respects our
environment. RVers the world over have chosen U.S.-made Monochem deodorizers
and cleaners for more than half a century for the same reason—we also respect
the environment and we manufacture our products accordingly.
Of course your creature comforts are important, too.
That’s why our deodorizers with Odor Control are guaranteed
for up to seven days! We’re so sure you’ll love our products,
for a limited time, you can discover the Monochem
difference for only the price of a postage stamp. Just ﬁll
out and return the coupon below and we’ll send you
a FREE SAMPLE—no strings attached!*

Send my FREE SAMPLE of a Monochem product to:
YOUR NAME

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOUR ADDRESS

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I would prefer a sample of:
 Biological Deodorizer
 Liquid Deodorizer
(please check one)
 Toss-In Packs
 Non-Formaldehyde Deodorizer
One free sample per household. Please allow two weeks for shipping and handling. Send coupon to:
803-%8*%&.0/0$)&.t)VS*OEVTUSJBM#PVMFWBSEt$FEBS1BSL 59

*You can also email us for a free sample and save your postage stamp. Send your request for a free
sample to JORVJSZ!XPSMEXJEFNPOPDIFNDPN. Be sure to say you saw this ad in Trailer Life.
Offer expires September 30, 2013.
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sausage, salmon, corn and potatoes.
I ordered a succulent ﬁlet of Copper
River salmon.
Ballard Locks, more properly
known as the Hiram M. Chittenden
Locks, built in 1911, is a fascinating
landmark. Its adjoining museum
draws onlookers daily as it shows how
Seattle’s freshwater lake system is
protected from the saltwater of Puget
Sound. The locks also have a ﬁsh ladder
that is designed to help the migrating
salmon jump up the levels to enter the
fresh water of Salmon Bay. A glorious
arboretum lies in front of the locks,
ﬁlled with exquisite trees and ﬂowers.
Beyond the locks, take a stroll in the
charming Ballard neighborhood, which
was once a bastion of Scandinavian
immigrants and is now a hip enclave
of cafés and shops with brick streets.
Seattle is full of these pedestrianfriendly neighborhoods — others are
Belltown (where we happened upon
the delicious and inexpensive Sarajevo
Lounge with Bosnian food and entertainment), Fremont (ﬁnd the troll —
everyone will know what you mean),
Madison Park and Magnolia, to name
just a few.
Despite the Seattle drizzle,
everyone seems to be outside, but on a
sunny day, they are basking. The area
is chock-full of cyclists, and a special
way to get your Seattle sightseeing in
while having a bit of exercise is with
the Seattle Sampler bike tours, led by
the very well-run Bicycle Adventures.
The operator is willing to work with
those who don’t need hotel rooms,
such as RVers, and those who want
a shorter tour than the standard
four-day one. The tour includes three
city days and one in the magniﬁcent
Cascade Mountains, cycling through an
old railroad tunnel to head down into
waterfalls, thick forests, rock walls,
lakes and tumbling rivers.
There’s so much to see and do
— museums, parks, shops, cultural
offerings, beautiful landscapes —
that we couldn’t ﬁt it all into one trip.
Memories of lattes in hand, layers
on our bodies to shield against the
drizzle, salmon in our bellies — it was
all part of a rich experience that we
plan to repeat. q
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ANCIENTS

This National Scenic Byway in Utah
and Colorado offers new mysteries
of a vanished civilization at every turn
article and photos by Alan Rider

30 TRAILER LIFE September 2013

n an age where scientists have
been able to explain the workings
of everything from the smallest
subatomic particles to the
movements of distant galaxies, I’m
happy to report there’s a place where
age-old mysteries still linger like the
intoxicating scent of purple sage after
an afternoon thunderstorm.
Better still is the fact that getting
here is as simple — and enjoyable —
as following the Trail of the Ancients
Scenic Byway as it meanders its way
across southeast Utah and southwestern Colorado. From the forces that
created its uniquely whimsical rock
formations to the unexplained disappearance of the prehistoric people who
are its namesake, you might think of
this byway as a thread connecting a long
string of unanswered questions.
That said, there is one thing of which
I am certain. Namely that the Trail of
the Ancients is a must-do for any RVer
looking to discover the innumerable,
and oftentimes surprising, pleasures
that await along The Scenic Route.

PHOTO BY TOM TILL
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TRAIL OF THE
The Scenic Route:

(Opposite) Hovenweep National Monument’s six ancient village sites were once home to
2,500 people. (Above) Cliff House is just one of thousands of archaeological sites preserved in
Mesa Verde National Park’s 80-plus square miles. (Right) Ranger-led tours of Mesa Verde’s
well-known cliff dwellings can be both strenuous and fascinating. (Below right) One of many
Anasazi petroglyphs in Monument Valley.

More Than Scenery
One of the reasons my family and I hit
the road last summer for this Trailer
Life series (see our last installment
on Louisiana’s Great River Road in
February’s issue) celebrating the 20th
anniversary of the National Scenic
Byways program was to seek out
stretches of asphalt that have their own
unique character.
In the case of the 480-mile Trail of
the Ancients, that distinctive quality is
deﬁned in part by its remoteness. As
a local store clerk I met told me, “This
part of the Four Corners region may not
be the middle of nowhere, but on a clear
day you can see it from here.”
Adding to this byway’s appeal is
the mystery of the Anasazi — a name
taken from a Navajo word that’s often
translated as the “ancient ones” — who
once called these rugged canyons and
wind-swept plateaus home. Despite the

abundant archaeological evidence of
their presence here, theirs is a culture
that we know precious little about
beyond the educated guesses put forth
by scientists over the past century.
Just to keep things interesting,
seemingly everywhere you turn here
you’ll ﬁnd jaw-dropping views of
multihued pinnacles, buttes and arches,
often backdropped by snowcapped
14,000-foot peaks, and always set
against impossibly brilliant-blue skies.
Even so, the Trail of the Ancients’ appeal
goes well beyond the scenery of what
the local Navajos’ creation stories call
this Glittering World.

Into the Valley
We began our latest adventure along
The Scenic Route by turning northeast
on U.S. 163 out of Kayenta, Arizona. As
we left this last remnant of modern life
behind, we passed weathered roadside

stands where many local Navajos sell
their jewelry and crafts, and headed into
wide-open country bordered by steep
cliffs and dotted with rugged buttes that
hint at the grandeur to come.
As if on cue, as soon as we crossed
the Utah state line we caught our
ﬁrst glimpse of Monument Valley, a
landscape that immediately looked
familiar despite the fact that this was
our ﬁrst visit. The cause of this dèjá vu
moment wasn’t a mystery, however,
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given the fact that this area
has been used as a backdrop
for countless Hollywood ﬁlms, from
director John Ford’s epic 1938 Western
Stagecoach to Forrest Gump.
While it’s certainly possible
to get a look at Monument Valley
from the road, we opted to pay the
modest entry fee for the Navajo Tribal
Park. At the modern visitors center,
spacious outdoor patios afforded us
an ever-changing panoramic view of
formations like Sentinel Mesa and the
aptly named East and West mittens.
Inside, a small but well-done museum
chronicling the tribe’s history gave us
an excuse to linger awhile in the air
conditioning.
Heading back out into the midday
heat, it was time to get a look at this
dramatic landscape up close. Unfortunately, because we had our 37-foot
trailer in tow, taking the self-guided
driving tour along the park’s 17 miles of
dirt road was out of the question.
Undeterred, we headed straight for
the small booths across the parking
lot from the visitors center where we
booked a four-wheel-drive tour. While

springing for this guided tour got us
access to parts of the valley that many
visitors never get to see, what made
the outlay truly worth it was the chance
to spend time with our young Navajo
guide Darren Oliver who, in addition to
the standard tour spiel, gave us some
memorable insights into what it’s
like to grow up here with all this for a
playground.

Bridges to Nowhere
After dropping the trailer at the modern
campground run by the nice folks
at Goulding’s Lodge, we continued
northeast through Mexican Hat
heading for Natural Bridges National
Monument. Feeling adventurous, we
took our Navajo guide’s recommendation for a scenic shortcut to the park
by way of the Moki Dugway, 3 miles of
gravel road carved into the sheer face
of a 1,100-foot cliff.
Whether it was the steep 10 percent
grade, the numerous switchbacks, or
the complete lack of guardrails I can’t
say, but the trip caused my normally
intrepid wife and son more than a few
white-knuckle moments. As far as I was

concerned, the spectacular views made
it a much more interesting alternative to
the longer route over paved roads, but
sufﬁce it to say this drive is not for the
faint of heart (or anyone towing a trailer).
When we arrived at Natural Bridges
we drove the loop road, stopping to take
several short hikes to get a look at the
three remarkable sandstone spans that
give the park its name. The monument
also has the distinction of being the
world’s ﬁrst International Dark Sky
Park because its lack of light pollution
makes for outstanding stargazing. It’s
something to keep in mind if you can
manage to time your visit to coincide
with the park’s regularly scheduled
astronomy programs.

Ruination Galore
Having completed our whirlwind tour of
the Utah portion of Trail of the Ancients,
it was time to head east to Colorado to
explore a very different section of the
byway.
Once we’d set up camp at the KOA
in the small ranching town of Cortez,
we headed out to explore nearby Mesa
Verde National Park. The fact that this

(Far left) Our Navajo tour guide Darren,
who grew up in Monument Valley, shows us
his backyard. (Left) Goulding’s Lodge and
Campground share a spectacular Monument
Valley location.

Located just north of the Arizona-Utah state line, Monument Valley has been used
as a backdrop for dozens of movies from John Ford’s Stagecoach to Forrest Gump.
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one park alone contains more than 4,000 archaeological sites,
including 600 cliff dwellings, puts the scope of the Anasazi’s
civilization into perspective.
Our ﬁrst order of business was to take one of the
ranger-led tours of the massive Cliff Palace ruin. Hiking at
the park’s 8,400-foot altitude was a bit of a challenge, but we
managed to huff and puff our way down to the site, which is
set into a deeply recessed natural alcove.
Though it had suffered from centuries of neglect by the
time it was discovered in 1888, this architectural achievement
has been restored to something close to what it must have
looked like at the height of the Anasazi’s civilization around
A.D. 1260. With 150 rooms and 24 ceremonial kivas, archaeologists believe Cliff Palace was once home to around 100 people,
surprising stats considering that the vast majority of the cliff
dwellings in Mesa Verde consist of less than ﬁve rooms.
From Cliff Palace, we pressed on to the park’s Badger House
Community. Here we found a well-preserved pit-house, circa
A.D. 650, built atop the mesa near where its inhabitants tended
their ﬁelds of corn, squash and beans. Which brought up yet
another of the byway’s mysteries, namely what happened to
cause the Anasazi to abandon these simple early homes in favor
of the more secure but less practical cliff dwellings.

Escape Trailer, Circle 134 on Reader Service Card

(Right) The Sun’s Eye is one of Monument Valley’s many unique rock
formations that are only accessible by four-wheel-drive tours.
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A Towering Mystery
While we could have spent weeks
visiting the dozens of accessible ruins
in this area, our next destination was
Hovenweep National Monument.
Located roughly 40 miles from
Cortez, just across the Utah state line,
the park’s name is derived from a Ute
word that means “deserted valley.”
And deserted it is, at least these days,
though researchers speculate its many
sophisticated structures were once
home to more than 2,500 people during
the Anasazi’s heyday.
Soon after we set off on the easy
trail that begins at the visitors center,
we laid eyes on the ﬁrst of these
remarkably well-preserved 700-yearold ruins that sit perched at the head
of one of the many canyons that cut
through Cajon Mesa. While the construction of buildings in this complex,
known as the Square Tower Group, is
just as impressive as those in Mesa
Verde, their design is quite different.
Along with several unusual
D-shaped dwellings, including one
curiously built atop a large boulder,
these people also built tall stone
towers that served some unknown
purpose. Ultimately, we decided the
lack of a good explanation for these
unusual structures was just one more
of the Trail of The Ancients’ many
mysteries.

Questions Remain
As someone who is curious to a fault,
I admit that I would have liked to come
away with more deﬁnitive answers about
the Anasazi people. Even months later,
I ﬁnd myself mulling over the biggest
mystery, why they chose to abandon their
sturdy homes and well-tended ﬁelds en
masse by A.D. 1300, never to return.
That said, I also know these
mysteries are a big part of what drew us
here in the ﬁrst place. Which makes me
think that, when it comes to our stops
along The Scenic Route, maybe some
questions are best left unanswered. q
National Scenic Byways Program,
www.byways.org
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IF YOU GO
The same things that make the Trail of the Ancients Scenic Byway so appealing
also make it a place you don’t want to be caught unprepared. With a little forethought and planning, however, you’ll ﬁnd your travels along these lonely roads to
be memorable for all the right reasons.
Obviously, the most important thing to keep in mind is that, along most of the
byway, you’re going to be a good distance from what most of us would consider
civilization. With that in mind, make sure fuel and propane are topped off and
your pantry and fridge are well stocked before you leave the last good-sized town
along your route. While you’ll ﬁnd gas stations, grocery stores and the like in both
Kayenta, Arizona, and Cortez, Colorado, the latter deﬁnitely has a wider variety of
stores and restaurants than anywhere else along the byway.
Also, this is high-desert country with altitudes ranging from more than a
mile-high in Monument Valley to more than 8,000 feet in Mesa Verde National
Park. In practical terms, that means you’ll want to avoid strenuous activity until
you know how the thin air will affect you. Likewise, you’ll want to drink plenty
of water to avoid dehydration and help stave off altitude sickness. Finally, you
should consider a hat and sunscreen mandatory, and a warm jacket is usually
a good idea as temperatures can drop quickly after the sun goes down even in
the summer.
There are a number of RV parks scattered along the route, including some in
tiny towns that seem like little more than wide places in the road. Here are three
we can recommend based on personal experience:
Cadillac Ranch RV Park
Bluff, Utah, 800-538-6195, www.cadillacranchrv.com
Cortez/Mesa Verde KOA
Cortez, Colorado, 970-565-9301, www.koa.com/campgrounds/cortez
Goulding’s Lodge and Campground
Monument Valley, Utah, 435-727-3231, www.gouldings.com/campground
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by Emily and Mark Fagan
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KEEPING AN
RV ROOF
IN TIPTOP
SHAPE
A little TLC goes a long way in preventing leaks and expensive repairs

KEEP IT CLEAN
The best thing you can do for an RV
roof is to wash it at least twice a year.
If you park or store your rig under
trees that drop leaves or sap, or if

you travel in areas that are warm and
moist with higher chances of producing
mold, a thorough roof cleaning four
times a year is even better. Better
yet, don’t park under trees that drop

sap because it’s a pain to remove the
sticky substance! Also, periodically
climbing up and inspecting the roof
for rips, tears, cracks and caulking
separations can keep you one step
ahead of preventing damaging leaks
and expensive repairs. Be sure that
the roof is designed to walk on; if not,
you’ll need to do cleaning, inspection
and repairs from a ladder. Since an RV
roof — especially a wet one — can be
very slippery, rather than climbing onto

Use caution when climbing onto an RV roof as it’s very slippery,
especially when wet. The safest way to wash an RV roof is to set up a
stable ladder and wash it from the side.
36 TRAILER LIFE September 2013

PHOTO BY EMILY FAGAN

O

ne of the great joys of RVing is having a roof over your head, no
matter where your travels take you. Sometimes, though, it’s easy
to take that RV roof for granted. Unfortunately, if you don’t give it
some TLC on occasion, that snug little home on the road may not feel
so cozy when it begins to look worn and dirty or even leak!

Make your “away ”
even more enjoyable.
No matter how far away you roam on your RV adventures, you can still enjoy the comfort
and convenience of home. Thanks to an installed Cummins Onan generator, you can have:
■ Power at the push of a button for your lights, AC, fridge, stove and more.
■ A reliable and quiet power source backed by 50 years of experience.
■ The industry’s largest network of factory-trained technicians.
Check out our complete line of diesel, gasoline and propane RV generators
and Energy CommandTM controls at powertotrailers.com.

Performance you rely on.
©2013 Cummins Power Generation. All rights reserved. Cummins, Onan and the “C” logo
are registered trademarks, and “Performance you rely on.™” is a trademark, of Cummins Inc.
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KEEPING AN RV ROOF IN TIPTOP SHAPE
the roof, it’s advised that you set up a
stable ladder and wash the roof from
the side.

RV ROOF TYPES

the touch and eventually even slough
off white powder. All surface oxidation
must be removed before protectant can
be applied to the roof.
If there is slight oxidation, an easy
one-step process is to apply a cleaner/
wax or restorer/wax. These waxes
contain a mild to medium abrasive.
Working in small 3-foot-by-3-foot
areas, apply the product using a circular
motion. Let it dry to a haze and then buff
it out to a nice shine, and your RV’s roof
is done. An orbital buffer makes the
job easier.
For a more oxidized roof, use a polish
containing a mild abrasive. If the polish
can’t make the surface smooth, dab
some rubbing compound on the buffer
pad. Rubbing compound is very harsh, so
go easy with the buffer, and add rubbing

PHOTO COURTESY OF ETERNABOND

There are several types of roofs on
RVs. The most common are rubber
membrane roofs (EPDM/TPO) and
ﬁberglass roofs. Rubber roofs
are made of a thin weatherproof
membrane that is stretched across a
wooden substrate. Fiberglass roofs
are molded and it’s best to keep them
waxed so anything that lands on
the surface will slide right off. Most
travel trailers and ﬁfth-wheels have
rubber roofs. Some of the higher-end
ﬁfth-wheels, small clamshell trailers
and a number of motorhomes have
ﬁberglass roofs.

Next, put a healthy splash of Murphy
Oil Soap in a bucket, ﬁll it with water
and scrub the roof with a long-handled
sponge mop or medium-bristled brush.
Tackle a small section at a time (3 feet
by 3 feet) and use a circular motion. As
you move across the roof, look for rips
and tears in the rooﬁng material. Rinse
as you go, but be careful of slipping
and falling on the wet roof! Plus, watch
behind you so you don’t trip over a vent
or air conditioner. As mentioned earlier,
it’s safer to stand on a ladder from the
side and use a long handle brush to
do the cleaning. Rubber roofs technically don’t need any further protection,
but treating the surface with a quality
protectant will make subsequent
washing easier and provide another
layer of protection against the elements.

(Left) Check caulked seams for signs of cracking or lifting and reseal with Dicor Lap Sealant. (Middle) Small rips or tears in a rubber roof
should be patched immediately to prevent water damage. (Right) EternaBond tape can be purchased in 4- to 50-foot lengths, installs quickly
and can be used on most surfaces for permanent repair.

CLEANING THE ROOF
Rubber roofs are durable but can
be damaged by certain chemicals.
Abrasive cleaners, citric cleansers
and any product that uses a petroleum
distillate can damage the roof material.
The ﬁrst step in cleaning the roof
is to sweep off all the debris, paying
special attention to the areas around the
roof ﬁxtures. This is also a great time to
inspect all the caulking for cracks. Then
rinse the roof with a hose. To prevent
streaks down the RV, it helps to hose
off the sides and front of the RV before
heading up to the roof, and continue to
do so throughout the washing process.
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Fiberglass roofs can be cleaned the
same way as rubber roofs. For stubborn
stains, FSR Fiberglass Stain Remover
may do the trick. Simply wipe on the
FSR, let it sit a few minutes (more for
tougher stains) and then wipe it off.
Repeat if necessary. Many RVers also
rely on granular powder products like
Bar Keepers Friend and Bon Ami. Also,
companies like Protect All offer good
cleaning products designed for RVs.

FIBERGLASS ROOF OXIDATION
After cleaning, ﬁberglass roofs also
need a protectant so they don’t oxidize;
that is, lose their shine, feel rough to

compound as needed. Unless you know
what you are doing, it’s best to leave any
cleaning using a polishing or rubbing
compound to the pros.
While the roof may shine after initial
cleaning or treatment of a protectant, in
reality it’s only providing instant gratiﬁcation. To prevent further oxidation, it’s
best to paint the roof with a good quality
epoxy-based paint, like Imron, to make
sure the surface remains nice looking
and is protected from the sun and other
elements.

FIBERGLASS ROOF PROTECTION
After cleaning and/or removing the

oxidation, the roof needs a protectant.
Some RV manufacturers recommend
using 303 Aerospace Protectant to protect
the ﬁberglass from UV rays, to eliminate
black streaks from forming on the walls
and to give the roof a shiny luster. Use of
a protectant is in lieu of waxing.
An alternative is to put a coat of
paste wax on the roof, but beware of
walking on a waxed roof, especially
when wet, as it can be extremely
slippery and dangerous.
Cleaner/waxes, restorer/waxes,
polishes, rubbing compounds and paste
waxes range from cheap to expensive
brands. Meguiar’s and Griot’s Garage
from the auto industry and 3M and
Collinite from the boating industry are
all excellent brands. Many RVers also
have great success with liquid acrylic
products such as Poli Glow and Zep Wet
Look. Higher-quality products, although
more expensive, will last longer.
There are several products on the
market that go beyond just surface
treating such as the MS GelCoat Restoration System (which replaced Vertglas).
The kit includes a two-step process
that removes oxidation and restores a
high-gloss shine to ﬁberglass gelcoat.
It’s generally available through marine
stores.

RUBBER AND FIBERGLASS
ROOF REPAIR
Although most rubber roofs are
guaranteed for 10-12 years and can
easily last for 20 when well cared for,
a snagged tree branch can tear the
rooﬁng membrane. Likewise, ﬁberglass
roofs sometimes develop hairline
cracks. The roof-to-wall and roof-tocap transition joints are also susceptible to separation, and problems can
crop up around roof vents, TV antennas
and other accessories mounted to the
RV’s roof.
There are two products that make
repairs to both rubber and ﬁberglass
roofs a snap. EternaBond comes on
a roll, like tape, and is easy to install.
Clean the area thoroughly, roughing it
up with a Scotch-Brite pad and clean
the area with water. Then cut the tape

TIPTOP TIPS
A little elbow grease and regular
washing, inspecting and repairing
of your RV’s roof will ensure
that when the rain comes, you’ll
be sitting snug inside your dry,
leak-free home on wheels.

» WHEN CLEANING,
WORK ON SMALL AREAS
AT A TIME FOR BEST
RESULTS
» WHILE ON THE ROOF,
CLEAN THE EXPOSED
SECTIONS OF SLIDE
COVERS IF YOUR RV IS
SO EQUIPPED
» CHECK SEAMS AND
SEALS AROUND VENTS
AND AIR CONDITIONERS
AFTER EXTENDED
STORAGE OR NON-USE
» LOOK BEHIND YOU SO
YOU DON’T TRIP OVER A
VENT OR AC

to allow a 2-inch margin around the
tear, press it into place, and use a small
wallpaper-type roller to ensure the tape
is afﬁxed smoothly without any bubbles.
EternaBond tape (the company
claims it will bond to any surface except
silicone) can be purchased in many
lengths, from 4 feet to 50 feet, for small
tears to major roof/wall separations
that run the full length of the RV. The
tape shelf life, before application, is ﬁve
years, so if you keep some on hand for
emergencies, make a note of when you
bought it.
Dicor, one of the manufacturers of
EPDM rooﬁng membranes, also makes
a roof repair product called DiSeal
Patch Sealing Tape. The company
claims that this product has superior
adhesion and stays ﬂexible. The shelf
life of the Dicor repair tape is one
year. With the Patchit Roof Repair Kit,
you’ll need to do an additional step of
outlining the edge of the patch with
Dicor Lap Sealant.
If you need to replace the caulking
around the vents and other accessories,
use Dicor EPDM Lap Sealant. Simply
clean the area of all dirt, particles and
grease. Let it dry and then run a bead
along the damaged area using a caulking
gun. The sealant will ﬂow and spread
out. If it is cold, warm up the sealant
before applying it so it can ﬂow well.
Since 2007, we have been traveling
full-time in a 27-foot travel trailer and
a 36-foot ﬁfth-wheel throughout the
United States, and on a 44-foot sailboat
on Mexico’s Paciﬁc Coast. We have
diligently and successfully used these
inspection and cleaning techniques
on rubber roofs and on the sailboat’s
gelcoat ﬁberglass hull and cabin top.
Despite being exposed to intense UV
rays and nature’s elements 24/7, our
three homes have been very cozy and
totally leak-free.
The products mentioned in this
article can be found at auto parts
stores, Walmart, Home Depot, Lowe’s,
Camping World and other RV supply
stores and/or boating supply stores.
Many are also available at www.amazon.
com and elsewhere online. q
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Cabinet
Companion

Add-A-Drawer allows RVers to utilize otherwise wasted
space to stash items that usually end up as clutter

S

torage, storage, storage! It seems
like RVers universally never have
enough places to store stuff
in their rigs, regardless of size. The
dilemma is ﬁnding more storage space
without making major modiﬁcations,
since most owners prefer not to tear
into existing cabinetry. While there are
countless ideas from owners on how to
add storage — and a number of products
on the market to help — many times the

solution is not easy or cost effective.
Smart Solutions has taken a
different approach with its Add-ADrawer. The Add-A-Drawer offers
a quick way to add storage that is
very simple and efﬁcient. As the
name implies, it adds a drawer to the
underside of any cabinet structure and,
if you’re creative, you can even ﬁnd
locations inside storage areas where
wasted space can be utilized. You can

also add one or two drawers under a
table. Add-A-Drawer is comprised of
nothing more than a strong, high-quality
molded plastic enclosure coupled to
plastic guide rails for mounting, a small
pile of Phillips wood screws, a rubber
band and drill template/install instructions, depending on the drawer model.
The “handyman” skill level required
to install an Add-A-Drawer is very low.
However, logical location determination is necessary in order to ensure that
the correct Add-A-Drawer version is
selected. One thing to consider when
ﬁnding a spot is the thickness of the
material the Add-A-Drawer is being
afﬁxed to. This will judge how much
weight the drawer will truly be able to
handle, regardless of the capacity rating.
When scouting for a location, you’ll
need to determine the strength of
the structure. Start by tapping under
the cabinet or table where you plan
to install the Add-A-Drawer. If you
hear a thin, hollow sound, most likely
that’s exactly what’s there — thin

Drawers can be mounted under dinette table (top) for added storage
of ﬂat items. Larger drawers are available in two sizes.
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and hollow material — usually just a
Ιπξ-inch-thick ﬁnish panel. If there’s a
thick, dense sound, you probably will
ﬁnd a solid-wood cabinet or framing.
Either place will work for installing
the drawer, but only the thicker of the
two will be practical if heavy items are
stored in the drawer.
Once the new drawer location has
been selected, the installation can
begin. For this project a measuring
tape, a drill with a Ιπημ-inch drill bit
and a Phillips screwdriver are the
only necessary tools. First, secure
the guide rails to the drawer with the
supplied rubber band and place in the
desired mounting location. Next, grab
a pencil, outline the outer edges of the
rails and remove the rubber band. At
this point, if a paper drill template was
included, tape it within the outline that
was just made. If there is no template
put each rail in the outline separately
and mark the center of the slots. Now
the pre-drilling can be done, but before
starting, keep in mind whether your
chosen location to mount the Add-ADrawer is in a place where there is
no framing backup. If so — and again,
this is not the preferred way to mount
the drawer — take a small piece of
masking tape and wrap it around
the Ιπημ-inch drill bit only leaving the
amount to be drilled exposed to act
as a visual stop; in this case it was Ιπξ
inch. This is a simple step to prevent
damaging the inside shelf.
The screws can now be started
followed by the temporary mounting of
the guide rails and the drawer to adjust
for the best ﬁt. If everything is lined up
properly and the drawer is functioning
smoothly, tighten the screws and it’s
done. Although it isn’t mentioned in the
installation instructions, I found it best
to slightly space the guide rails with a
couple of washers per screw to achieve
a custom ﬁt and unrestricted operation
of the drawer. Yes, I could’ve just used
the lower portion of the rails to clear
the small lip, but I wanted the drawer to
have more sliding drag on it to keep it
snugly in place during travel.
It takes only about 30 minutes for
a totally custom installation, and the
design is so simple, it almost can’t fail.
I don’t know of any RVer who couldn’t

(Clockwise from top) Guide rails are temporarily held in place using provided rubber bands.
Instructions and template are on one page. Masking tape is wrapped around drill bit to indicate the depth of the hole being drilled. Pilot holes for screws are drilled through template.

beneﬁt from a practical product that
puts wasted space to good use. I found
the longer and narrower Add-A-Drawer
to be especially useful in my long,
narrow and low-on-space food pantry,
where the drawer just happened to ﬁt
perfectly under the framing. I was also
pleasantly surprised to discover that
some of the drawers are interchangeable without changing the guide rails.

The Add-A-Drawer is available in
three sizes. The Deep Proﬁle version is 4
x 11Οπξ x 10ΙΝπημ inches and sells for $24.99.
The Low Proﬁle size is 2 x 11Οπξ x 10 inches
and is $23.99. Models for mounting under
a table are 8 x 17 x 2 inches and sell for
$19.99 each (not packaged in sets of two
as illustrated by some marketing images).
Add-A-Drawer is sold by Camping World
and other RV parts stores. q

Deep Proﬁle drawer was mounted easily below the cabinet structure above a nightstand in
the bedroom for convenient easy-to-reach storage.
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Excel-lent Design
Peterson Industries introduces the Winslow 37SDF,
the ﬁrst-ever ﬁfth-wheel with a slideout entryway
using a unique folding step system; the new rooﬁng
material is icing on the cake
hroughout RV history, travel
trailers and ﬁfth-wheels have
been subject to continual
change with improvements found in virtually every area, especially those from
technology sectors. In the past, the RV
world was wowed by the slideout, a feature that could be argued as the most
signiﬁcant development of all time. Not
only does the addition of slideouts open
up usable living space, but creative
placement of these expanding rooms
also encourages designers to dream
up new and different ideas not considered beforehand. Until now, slideouts
were primarily used for housing sofas,
galleys, dinettes or bedrooms. Entry
doors had to compete with slideout
placement so that the trailer could
be accessed without slamming into a
slideout wall or to prevent access from
being too restricted. Peterson Industries, Smith Center, Kansas, has taken

T

multitasking to the next level with the
announcement of the RV industry’s ﬁrst
entry door built into the slideout.
It’s no surprise that a manufacturer
like Peterson has pushed the boundaries of its Excel line of ﬁfth-wheels to
pioneer an RV industry ﬁrst. The Excel
Winslow 37SDF is the ﬁrst ﬁfth-wheel
featuring this game-changing center
main entryway built right into the living
room slideout, offering unique access to
the interior. Along with an entirely new
ﬁfth-wheel entry point comes a new
approach to designing and implementing folding steps. The company has
been catering to discriminating buyers
for many years and these buyers typically use the ﬁfth-wheel for long-term
travel or full-time living. This exciting
approach to ﬂoorplanning would not be
possible without a well-crafted chassis
and sturdy slideout framing.
Getting into the slideout entrance

takes you up a small ﬂight of four foldable, cleverly engineered scissorlike
steps. Although the steps are a little
on the unattractive side in the travel
mode, function deﬁnitely overtakes
form with unparalleled durability and
strength. The new steps also have the
appearance of being somewhat bulky,
but it’s simply an illusion as the steps
perform amazingly well with minimal
effort. In fact, these steps were so well
crafted that I bounced up and down on
them as if they were a trampoline and
experienced no adverse result from
the abusive testing. When in transit,
the steps fold against the door using a
mechanism that is totally new to the
RV industry.
Once aboard the Winslow 37SDF,
immense gains in visual space are highlighted by the newly placed entrance.
It was quite obvious how blending the

The Excel 37SDF is a couple of inches longer than 38 feet and is ﬁtted with four slideouts. (Top) Master bed is tucked into the
streetside slide, and windows on the slideout walls offer expansive views of the outdoors. There are plenty of storage cabinets.
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entryway into the living-room slide
greatly beneﬁtted the remainder of the
layout, transforming wasted space into
useful space and providing a welcoming
feeling immediately upon crossing the
threshold. You’ve got to love the large
window adjacent to the freestanding
table and chairs that’s next to the newly
placed door. Together they provide
exceptional visibility to the outside and
work in harmony with the living room/
kitchen theme that dominates the rear
of the ﬁfth-wheel. From here the ﬂoorplan allows for a half bath tucked into
the streetside wall and the steps that
lead up to the bedroom and master
bathroom. Think “motorhome bathand-a-half plan” in reverse.
Heading indoors for some homestyle R&R you will be welcomed into
a warm LED lighted atmosphere, surrounded by the inviting tones of the
solid hickory framed and faced cabinetry conﬁgured in all the places you’d
want and need them. The traditionally
styled — and plush — sofa bed and
twin leather wrapped recliners make
kicking off your shoes and relaxing a
no-brainer. This is especially true considering there is a standard 42-inch
LCD HD television, complete with the
usual cable and dual location satellite
pre-wiring (for either roof or ground
use) in the entertainment center section
of the opposing slideout.
Nestled directly forward of the
entertainment area is a portion of the
galley that’s supported by the tastefully selected Residential Refrigerator
Package option. Included with this
package is the refrigerator dressed in
stainless steel and offering a whopping 18 cubic feet of chilled space; the
optional convection microwave is also
trimmed in stainless. Since the optional
Samsung house fridge doesn’t offer
propane power, those owners who like
to boondock will need to consider the
optional generator or beef up the battery bank, add the appropriate power
inverter/charger and maybe a solar
system. The remainder of the kitchen
isn’t overdressed with an extravagant
stove or oven, just the standard threeburner range and oven combo, which
is tied-in subtly using a wood grained

(Above left and left) Newly designed entry steps for the
slideout door look bulky when folded against the side
wall during transit, but in use requires minimal effort.
Scissor-type mechanism and mounting system are new to
ﬁfth-wheels. (Above right) Master bathroom is supported
by his-and-hers sinks and generous storage cabinets.

center bordered by stainless décor. Top
off the kitchen with an ideally placed
island structure housing double deep
under-mount style sinks coupled to a
tall stainless faucet, and any cook will
be feeling a little giddy.
Stepping up into the bedroom takes
you through a short hallway where a
command center is located giving easy
access to the monitor panels and the
most commonly used switches/controls. Just beyond this point the space
opens up into bedroom bliss. The welllaid-out master bedroom offers more
than just ample room for movement

and a pillow-top mattress. Once past
the optional matching wood/glass inlaid
door, the remainder of the homelike
features really stand out and shine.
A giant closet with a sliding door at
the foot of the bed is pushed out with
the slideout mechanism and its storage capability is complemented by a
linen closet and a drawer structure
that houses the bedroom TV. Three
surrounding windows accented with
handsome valances and day/night
shades balance out the bedroom nicely.
Another doorway leads to an appropriately sized master bathroom in the

Large windows behind the dinette and swivel rockers ﬂanking the slideout entry door
provide exceptional visibility to the outside.
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very front of the ﬁfth-wheel. A 6-foot
5-inch ceiling height provides the open
space necessary to accommodate a
nearly home-sized glass shower enclosure, his-and-hers matching sinks
and expansive cabinet space, while allowing plenty of room for the porcelain
toilet and requisite maneuverability.
The two closets easily afford the space
needed for bathroom supplies and the
larger enclosure is pre-wired and preplumbed for a washer and dryer.
Scrutinizing the Winslow 37SDF
interior, you’ll learn to expect a certain level of quality that extends to the
outside after considering ﬁt and ﬁnish
and the choice of materials. The ofﬁcial
tour of the exterior starts with clean
gel-coated ﬁberglass, which quickly
draws your attention to the external
storage system. From the 1Λπξ-inchthick insulated compartment doors to
the ultra-organized all-in-one utility
center, sliding basement trays and a
payload capability upward of a full ton of
heated storage, the Winslow screams
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Island structure with double sinks provides most of the counter space in the galley.
Residential refrigerator offers 18 cubic feet of food and beverage storage.

long-term convenience without being
seasonally selective.
The user-friendly super storage
system is a product of Excel’s exclusive
Drop Z full tube frame structure, encapsulating the entire comfort heating
and insulated plumbing systems while
lowering the center of gravity. Helping
to aid in ride comfort is the optional
MOR/ryde suspension tied to Nev-RLube axles (maintenance-free bear-

Direct Satellite TV, Circle 130 on Reader Service Card

ings) with disc brakes. The chassis rolls
on 17.5-inch Goodyear tires mounted
on alloy wheels.
The exterior is ﬁtted with frameless
Thermopane windows, which look very
smooth and offer the necessary utility to
give the ﬁfth-wheel a 10-degree below
0 F rating that is guaranteed to be accurate. Peering up toward the roof shines
light on yet another industry ﬁrst. This
Excel has an almost indestructible

Thetford Corporation, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card
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COAT
CLOSET
LINOLEUM

Exterior Length
Exterior Width
Exterior Height
Interior Width
Interior Height
Construction

CARPET
CLOSET

LINEN CLOSET

LINOLEUM

QUEEN BED
60” X 80”
OPTIONALKINGBED
72” X 80”

DRESSER
W/TV

NS

STEP
STEP

CARPET

FRIDGE

SLIDING
DRAWERS

OPTIONAL DOOR

ENTERTAINMENT
CENTER
HIDE-A-BED SOFA

lifelong roof. Excel worked with Rhino
Linings, maker of one of the truck aftermarket industry’s leading and most
resilient spray-on bed liners to create a
one-time permanent roof liner. The new
Rhino Eco-Coat roof is a very impressive system that also covers the tops
of all four fully hydraulically operated
slideouts. It will not streak or chalk
and is designed to last so long that the
company is looking into the possibility of
extending the warranty for this material
for life. It does add to the price of the
ﬁfth-wheel that carries a base MSRP of
$110,745 (as tested) for the 37SDF.
Excel has certainly done a ﬁne
job with this ﬁfth-wheel. The Winslow
37SDF utilizes just about every square
inch in this ﬂoorplan and the entry
through the curbside living room slideout dramatically expands versatility.
In fact, due to the new entrance, the
Winslow has opened up enough free
space in the living area that it’s sometimes downright hard to remember that
you’re aboard something on wheels. q

PANTRY

SPECIFICATIONS
SHOWER
W/SEAT
LINOLEUM
CLOSET

W/D OR
CLOSET

TABLE

38’2”
8’ 0”
12’ 7”
7’ 8”
6’ 5”-7’ 6”
Drop Z box tube steel
frame. Fiberglass
exterior, Rhino Eco-Coat roof
Freshwater Cap.
88 gal.
Gray-water Cap.
67 gal.
Black-water Cap.
44 gal.
LP-gas Cap.
15 gal.
Water-Heater Cap.
10 gal.
Refrigerator
18 cu. ft.

Furnace
40,000 Btu
Air Conditioner (2)
15,000 Btu
Converter
60 amp
Tires
215/75R17.5 LR H
Suspension
MOR/ryde
Weight
15,320 lbs.
Hitch Weight
2,800 lbs.
Axle Weight
12,520 lbs.
GVWR
18,750 lbs.
GAWR
15,000 lbs.
Cargo Carrying Cap.
3,430 lbs.
MSRP, base
$93,750
MSRP, as tested
$110,745
Basic Warranty
2 years

Peterson Industries; www.excelrvs.com Circle 150 on Reader Service Card.
Thank you to RV Sales in Moriarty, New Mexico, 505-832-2400,
www.rvsalesnm.com, for its hospitality during our photo shoot and review.

Amsoil, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card

DRIVE
WHERE YOU
WANT

SAVE
WHERE YOU
WANT

PARK
WHERE YOU
WANT

Imagine what you could do with a vehicle
that has the spacious comfort and
convenience of a larger motorhome but with
much better fuel economy and driveability.
Whether driving cross-country or just cross-town, enjoy
the convenience of having your own kitchen, bathroom,
changeroom, family room and bedroom in a fuel efﬁcient
vehicle that ﬁts in a normal parking space and can be
used as a second car.
• 15 to 22 miles per gallon

• Comfortable to live in

• Easy to drive & park, use
everyday

• Bathroom with shower

• Automotive styling (helps
avoid RV parking restrictions,
keep it at home)
• Seats up to 7
• Comfortable to drive in

• Separate eating & sleeping
areas
• Sleeps up to 4
• Up to king-size bed
• 4 year/48,000 mile
motorhome warranty

To ﬁnd out why Roadtrek is the #1 selling North American class B
motorhome (camper van), visit us at www.roadtrek.com/TLM or
call us toll free at 1-888-ROADTREK (762-3873).
Roadtrek, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card
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WALK-THROUGH: EVERGREEN RV SUN VALLEY 300BHSL

article by Bruce Hampson

Ultimate Family Bunkhouse
The 2014 EverGreen RV Sun Valley 300BHSL encompasses three
very distinct living zones, one expressly designed for the kids

P

like the EverGreen RV Sun Valley
S300BHSL that hits the scales dry at
about 7,600 pounds.
And that’s with all the bells and
whistles, including an outdoor kitchen.
“We use what we call ‘DuraLite’
construction,” noted Doug Lantz, Evergreen’s vice president of sales and marketing. “It’s a six-sided, double-welded
aluminum frame. Not only is it stronger
and more durable than wood framing —
it eliminates ﬂex and isn’t susceptible to
rot — but it’s a lot lighter.”
In fact, Lantz estimates that by
using aluminum framing and laminate
construction — the roof, side walls,
ﬂoor, and front and rear walls are all
laminated — EverGreen is able to trim
the Sun Valley’s weight by about 20
percent compared with typical stickand-tin building methods. In a trailer
of this size, that works out to about
1,500 pounds.
But while the weight saving is

substantial, it’s not unexpected; in
today’s market nearly every manufacturer is shedding pounds. What
really distinguishes the Sun Valley
S300BHSL is its ﬂoorplan, along with a
couple of unique features intended to
enhance its use. And, while we’re getting ahead of ourselves a bit, one that
really stands out is a simple bracket
mounted on the exterior, just aft of the
centered entry door, to support the
unit’s ﬂat-panel LCD TV. The TV rides
in a similar bracket in the main cabin
and can be removed and repositioned
outside, where there also are requisite
hookups. Additionally, the full-size
coat closet immediately inside the unit
is a nice touch.
Designed for large families, this
bunkhouse model encompasses three
very distinct living zones — and one is

The Sun Valley 300BHSL features three slides and an outdoor kitchen with a refrigerator, sink, storage space and a swing-arm mounted grill.
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romoting a travel trailer as a
“half-ton-towable” has meant
different things at different
times. For years, though, it generally
translated into having an RV short on
everything from length to creature
comforts, both of which add weight.
But if the recent recession taught RV
manufacturers anything, it was “how to
do more with less” — and as the travel
trailer market has evolved, builders
re-educated themselves and began
employing more advanced construction
techniques to provide a new wave of
lighter-weight towables without sacriﬁcing amenities.
Granted, automakers have also
contributed handsomely to the resurgence of towable RVs by dramatically
increasing towing capacities of their
popular light-duty trucks — but you
don’t really need a half-ton truck with
the ability to pull 11,000 pounds when
you can buy a 38-foot travel trailer

expressly designed for the kids. While
the front of the trailer encompasses a
fairly typical bedroom suite with walkaround queen bed (ostensibly, mom and
dad’s sleeping quarters), the rear of the
unit features side-wall-mounted bunkbeds separated by ample storage running across the rear wall. Both bunks
are “upper” units: the curbside bunk
is built atop yet more storage cavities,
while sleeping arrangements streetside
— contained in an 8-foot-wide slideout
— are mounted above what EverGreen
calls “gaming chairs” — oversized,
ﬂoor-mounted seats that can fold out
for additional sleeping positions; the
bunk riding above them is hinged and
pivots to allow for extra headroom. The
counter area above the built-in dresser
is pre-wired for an additional TV.
Built with an eye toward entertaining, the main cabin features an open
ﬂoorplan with an island kitchen and
oversize windows that add to the feeling
of spaciousness. The curbside galley,
ﬁtted with a three-burner cooktop,
6-cubic-foot refrigerator, a microwave
and plenty of cupboard space, rides in
an 8-foot-wide slideout, while a 12-foot
streetside slideout is home to the dinette and sofa, both of which can convert into additional sleep stations.
“Our slideouts are deeper than what
you may ﬁnd elsewhere, which adds to
the livability of the unit,” Lantz pointed
out. “They are 42 inches deep, rather
than 36 inches, which increases usable
ﬂoorspace when the trailer is set up at
a campsite.” EverGreen also utilizes

(Opposite top) Kids will enjoy hanging out in the back bedroom where they can watch TV or
play video games from the comfort of oversized seats. (Above left) There’s lots of room in the
main living area for dining and entertaining, or gathering around the kitchen island. (Above
right) In addition to the double bunks, the gaming chairs fold out for more sleeping space.

a four-point slideout system where
all four corners of the unit extend and
retract equally to reduce stress on the
mechanicals.
The kitchen island is home to a sink
with a single oversize bowl and gooseneck faucet to make cleanup of pots
and pans easier, and the curved ends of
the island also are hinged to provide yet
more storage. There’s also an entertainment center, with a 26-inch LCD TV
and AM/FM/DVD console incorporating
an iPod charger, built into the common
wall with the rear bedroom.
The side-aisle bathroom, meanwhile,
is located curbside between the coat
closet and forward bedroom and boasts
a roomy neo-angle shower enclosure,
toilet, vanity and cabinet. “Again, when
you have children or are entertaining,
you want the bath to be more private and
off to the side,” Lantz noted. There’s also
a second access door between the forward bedroom and bath.
Outside, the Sun Valley is domi-

nated, naturally, by the curbside kitchen
— replete with a refrigerator, a sink,
storage space and a grill that afﬁxes
to a swing arm mounted to the rear
bumper. What isn’t as noticeable at ﬁrst
blush is the completely ﬁnished and
lighted forward pass-through storage
compartment with slam-latch baggage doors or, in back next to the water
hookups, the black tank ﬂush.
“That’s something customers have
asked for and is extremely popular,”
said Lantz. “It helps to clean out the
black tank when you’re ﬂushing the
tanks and helps maintain the integrity
of the monitor panel.”
EverGreen also outﬁts the Sun Valley
with power stabilizer jacks as standard
equipment. There are, in fact, few options
available on the $34,900 trailer, a short
list that includes a power (rather than
manual) awning, upgrading the 13,500Btu A/C to 15,000-Btu, 32-inch LCD TV,
hide-a-bed, 50-amp service and a power
A-frame jack. You supply the family. q

QUICK INFO
OVERHEAD
CUBE CHAIRS WITH
FLIP-UP BUNK

DINETTE

PASS-THRU
STORAGE

62” STORAGE SOFA
OPT AIR BED

OUTSIDE
KITCHEN

WALK-IN
CLOSET

STORAGE
BELOW BED

NIGHT
STAND

SHOWER
PAN

MEDICINE
CABINET

FRIDGE
OVERHEAD

WARDROBE
ABOVE
SPARE TIRE

QUEEN BED
60 X 74

PANTRY

LADDER

BUNK ABOVE
SINK 4 CF
OHC
REFER

NIGHT
STAND

LCD ENT CENTER

WARD
TV & DRESSER

30’ 8”
8’ 1”
10’ 8”
6’ 6”
56 gal.
29 / 58 gal.
10 gal.
7,625 lbs.
781 lbs.
9,995 lbs.
$ 34,900

STOVE

Exterior Length
Exterior Width
Exterior Height
Interior Height
Freshwater Cap.
Black-/Gray-water Cap.
LP-gas Cap.
Weight (dry)
Hitch Weight
GVWR
Base MSRP

MICROWAVE

WARDROBE
ABOVE

PASS-THRU
STORAGE

EverGreen, 574-825-4298, www.goevergreenrv.com
Circle 151 on Reader Service Card.
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COVER ME
Selecting the proper cover helps keep an RV looking
nice for a long time and cuts cleaning time

t some point, most RVers have to
consider putting their rig away
for storage. Seasonal changes,
employment, family gatherings, etc.,
all happen, and we can’t always take
our RV along for the ride. But when you
do decide to store your RV, whether at
home in the driveway or in a storage
facility, it’s a wise decision to invest in
an RV cover.
An RV sitting in the driveway or the
side yard is subject to the best (and
worst) that Mother Nature has to offer,
and not giving it any protection can be
a recipe for expensive wear and tear,
not to mention the affect on the exterior

aesthetics.
“UV degradation is probably one of
the biggest problems facing RV owners
today,” says Morgan Ein, managing
partner at ADCO Products Inc. “The UV
light will essentially destroy everything
in its path.” And that UV exposure goes
beyond simply fading the RV’s color;
it can lead to much more expensive
repairs. “Not only does covering your
RV preserve its appearance, but you
must remember that the paint itself is
a protective barrier used to keep metal
and plastic components from breaking
down,” says Lane Wilkinson, merchandise manager at Classic Accessories.

“If an RV’s paint is not protected, the
components underneath will eventually
be exposed and begin to show signs of
damage.”
Paint is not the only subject of
damaging exposure. Gel-coated
ﬁberglass can oxidize over time, losing
its luster and looking dull and chalky.
This damage can greatly affect an RV’s
resale value. And since an RV is an
investment, it should be protected as
such. It’s no secret that, when buying
a used RV, the ﬁrst thing that grabs
a buyer’s eye is the overall condition
of the exterior surface. Faded decals,
chalky front/end caps and sun-damaged roofs can seriously impact the
selling price.
But the sun isn’t the only element
that’s hard on an RV. “Tree sap can also
be very damaging to the paint, causing
staining and erosion to the ﬁnish,”
says Marina Monet, sales manager at
CoverQuest.com. RV covers are also
designed to protect vehicles from bird
droppings and acid-rain situations, and
obviously help keep the exterior clean

DuPont TyvekRV fabric on the roof of this Designer Series ADCO cover is engineered
to block up to 98 percent of dirt and dust particles larger than 3 microns, and also
blocks up to 99.8 percent of the sun’s UV rays.
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COVER ME
— especially EPDM roofs. “If you use an RV cover, it’s very
easy to see that you’ll spend less time washing it and more
time enjoying it,” says Ein.
So now that we have established the need for an RV cover,
it’s time to do a bit of research. Remember, an RV cover is
protection for your investment, so it’s not always wise to pick
the cheapest option at the local warehouse store. “If you’re
going to get a product, get a brand,” says Skip Mckee, CEO
of Eevelle Covers. “We’ve seen an onslaught of overseas
covers being produced, and shipped here with the promise
of a lifetime warranty. There’s no way you’d get a lifetime
warranty on an RV cover.”
Generally, an RV cover is made from polypropylene fabric
or polyester, with varying methods of doubling or even tripling
the layers for additional protection on the roof section. The
fabrics are sometimes treated (or formulated) with different
water and UV repellants, and also must allow water and
moisture to evaporate to avoid mold and mildew forming
beneath. There are, of course, higher-end and custom covers
that contain different construction materials (see roundup).
Essentially, the more expensive options offer more protection
(don’t they always?), and custom covers tend to billow less in
the wind than universal covers due to their tighter ﬁt.

ADCO
ADCO RV covers are produced in both
universal and custom conﬁgurations
in a variety of outdoor fabrics. ADCO’s
core products are what they refer to
as Designer Series Contour-ﬁt RV
Covers, available in SFS AquaShed and
DuPont TyvekRV product lines. Both
lines feature three-ply polypropylene
side walls, while the roof of each cover
features either the SFS AquaShed or
the DuPont TyvekRV fabrics.
The SFS AquaShed is a three-layer
fabric, the outer two layers being
polypropylene and the middle layer a
high-tech ﬁlm that allows moisture
to pass through. It’s intended to be
used in moderate climates or for
short-term storage. The fabric is gray
and very gentle on automotive ﬁnishes,
according to the company.
DuPont TyvekRV fabric is engineered
to block up to 98 percent of dirt and
dust particles larger than 3 microns,
and also blocks up to 99.8 percent of
the sun’s damaging UV rays, according
to DuPont. TyvekRV is also resistant
to solvents, acids and alkalis, offering
the RV improved protection from bird
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Once the covers are in place (see sidebar), they are
generally connected with straps beneath the belly of the RV.
Good-quality covers will feature vents to reduce billowing, and
some offer zippered panels to allow access to the doors and
compartments, which come in handy when loading for a trip.
Also, the better quality covers may be lighter, which makes
handling — and storage while the RV is in use — much easier.
Next comes the decision to buy a universal or a custom-ﬁt
cover. Custom covers are indeed more expensive, but their
exact ﬁt can mean a longer lifespan for both cover and RV
ﬁnish. And they ﬁt better, usually requiring fewer tie-downs,
if any.
When selecting a cover based on the RV size, measure it
yourself; don’t rely on the model numbers or the registration
paperwork. “Measure end to end, bike rack to ladder,” says
McKee. “That is the key.”
Covering an RV is a wise choice to protect your investment. You likely have a cover on the grill in your backyard;
why not your home on wheels?
To help you with your search, we’ve listed some of the top
companies in the RV cover ﬁeld. Many also offer tire covers,
which we do recommend you purchase even if the cover
appears to conceal most of the tires.

droppings and acid-type rain. This fabric
has a two-toned yellow/beige body and a
white roof, and is available in contour-ﬁt
and custom-ﬁt conﬁgurations.
Produced in custom-ﬁt conﬁgurations only, Sunbrella fabric by Glen
Raven Mills is made from woven acrylic,
meaning it is resistant to cold-cracking,
and the color of the fabric is placed into
the ﬁbers as it is extruded, to make the
material fade-resistant. This fabric is
offered in tan and gray and is recommended for anyone who plans to own
their RV for many years and wants a

Camco UltraGuard

tailored-ﬁt RV cover.
ADCO products are available
at www.campingworld.com. Visit the
site for pricing.
ADCO Products
800-541-ADCO, www.adcoprod.com

Camco
Camco RV Products offers a variety of
RV accessories, including RV covers.
The UltraGuard is recommended
for cold, snowy climates. The triplelayer SFS top panel is formulated to

Shield
Camco Ultra

repel water, allowing for maximum
resistance to rainfall and snow. The
sides are constructed using heavy-duty
polypropylene, and the vented design
helps battle mold and mildew. The
integrated vent ﬂaps reduce wind
lofting and inside moisture.
UltraShield covers are recommended for use in warm, sunny
climates. The lightweight woven
polyester offers protection from the
elements, and vent ﬂaps reduce
billowing in the wind. UltraShield covers
also feature an integrated self-adjusting
hold-down system. Visit the website for
pricing and ordering.
Camco, 800-334-2004, www.camco.net

Classic Accessories
Classic Accessories offers three
product lines for covering RVs. The
most advanced line is PermaPRO,
which is made from polyester using
rip-stop technology, which can also
be found in parachutes. PermaPRO is
a thin material that is treated to keep
Classic Accessories PermaPRO

water from penetrating the fabric. The
covers carry a four-year warranty.
Classic’s midline cover is called the
PolyPRO 3, and is made from polypropylene. The roof features three layers of
poly for extra UV-protection, in addition
to preventing moisture damage to the
RV’s roof. PolyPRO 3 covers feature a
three-year warranty.
The entry-level cover is the PolyPRO
1, which is constructed from a single
layer of polypropylene. The covers
feature a two-year warranty. Visit the
website for more info and pricing.
Classic Accessories, 800-854-2315,
www.classicaccessories.com

Covercraft Sunbrella

Covercraft
Covercraft covers are available in three
fabrics.
Ultratect Custom covers are made
from solution-dyed SaturaMax yarns,
offering superior shape retention and
water-shedding capabilities. Ultratect
covers are recommended for RVs that
are subject to prolonged sun exposure
and extreme elements, and are
available in two colors.
WeatherShield HD covers are woven
by Glen Raven Mills using solution-dyed
UV-resistant polyester ﬁbers, and then

Covering Your RV

Placing a cover on an RV is often looked
upon as an all-day event, but it doesn’t
have to be. Here are some tips from
the pros:
Get a buddy! Anytime you’re on the
roof, it’s a good idea to have somebody
on the ground helping you.
When the cover is taken out of its
packaging, spread it out on a clean
surface, such as a lawn. Unclip all the
clips, zippers, etc., and get a good look
at the geography of the cover before you
take it to the roof.
Once you’ve stretched it out a bit,
apply it inside out so that it falls into
place. Some companies even package
their covers inside out for this reason.
Installing a cover does not come
without necessary precautions.
Climbing on the roof can be dangerous
and should only be done if you are
conﬁdent of your footing and balance
and the roof is designed to be walked
on. A safer way to roll out the cover is to
use a ladder on the side of the rig.
Over the years owners have devised
methods for installing covers. One
method is to roll the cover off the roof,
fold the sides neatly into the center
and place it in a 55-gallon trashcan for
storage. When it comes time to cover
the rig, a rope is tied to the end of the
material, lifted to the roof and dragged
to the front and the sides unfolded as
the user walks toward the rear.
Regardless of the method for
installing and/or removing a cover
make sure any sharp edges — gutter
spouts, antennas, accessories, etc. —
are prevented from rubbing against
the material. Premade insulators for
ladders, gutter spouts and other rough
edges are available from most cover
manufacturers. Owners have also used
swim noodles and pipe insulators to
protect the covers from sharp edges.
Using a cover to protect an RV
may require a little effort but there are
tremendous upsides, like spending less
time cleaning and protecting the ﬁnish.
Considering the cost of a nice full-body
paint or shiny gel-coated ﬁberglass, a
cover is a good investment in money
and time.
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ARIZONA

ﬁnished with an immersion encapsulation process, wherein a ﬁnish is
placed inside the fabric to bond to each
individual thread.
Sunbrella covers are also made
by Glen Raven Mills, and are made of
the same fabrics used in the marine
industry for bimini tops, sail covers
and deck enclosures. Sunbrella fabrics
provide superior UV blockage while still
allowing moisture to evaporate out from
the RV. Visit the website for more info
and pricing.
Covercraft Industries, 800-426-8377
www.rvcovers4u.com

Eevelle Traveler

Eevelle Goldline

CoverQuest Carver

CoverQuest

Keep your RV running in tip-top
shape using our Expert Tech Tips
and RV How-To Video Library
Access anytime from
your PC, Mac or
Mobile Device

SAVE
30%

LIMITED TIME OFFER
ONLY $20.98/YEAR!
Go to TrailerLife.TV/TL09
to claim your discount and learn more!
01513i

Presented by:

*Limited time offer expires August 31, 2013. Valid on Annual
Membership only. Discount cannot be combined with other offers.
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CoverQuest.com offers ADCO products
(mentioned previously) in addition to
Carver covers. Carver covers are made
in the USA and are constructed of a
woven, 6-ounce polyester material
that is signiﬁcantly lighter than many
covers on the market, according to the
company. The polyester material is
made of 300-denier ﬁlament polyester
yarns, and is treated with marinegrade water-repellent and UV and
mildew inhibitors. Available in two
colors, Silver Cloud and Desert Sand,
CoverQuest covers carry a ﬁve-yearwarranty.
CoverQuest
888-726-9300, www.coverquest.com

Eevelle
Eevelle offers three universal covers
at varying price points designed for
the RV market. All covers feature
straps every 3-4 feet for securing to
the RV, and vents in the fabric work
to allow moisture to pass through to
help ﬁght mold and mildew. The covers
are treated with a No. 8 UV ﬁnish to

minimize sun damage.
The entry-level Traveler is a lightweight polypropylene cover that doesn’t
have any zippers. It is recommended
for light use and carries a one-year
warranty.
The midline Expedition covers are
Eevelle’s most popular selling brand.
They are also made of lightweight polypropylene and feature straps and roof
vents, but offer the additional feature of
a zippered side entry. Expedition covers
are designed to be a bit more durable
and thus carry a three-year warranty.
The top-of-the-line Goldline covers
are made of a marine fabric and offer
all the features of the Expedition.
Goldline covers are semi-custom in
that the sizing pattern comes within
18-24 inches of the actual RV make/
model. Visit the website for more info
and pricing.
Eevelle, 760-434-2231
www.eevelle.com q
Eevelle Expedition

PRODUCTS
WHAT’S NEW

PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

by Donya Carlson

Heat Things Up

Table To Go

Rust Never Sleeps

Aqua-Hot’s 400LP Hydronic Heating
system offers continuous hot water
(up to 90 gallons per hour at 120
degrees Fahrenheit) and interior
heating, according to the company.
The unit runs on LP-gas and can also
be powered by 120-volt AC, and draws
7 amps per hour. The unit has ﬁve
separate thermostatic heating zones
and features two zone heating circulation loops with a maximum output
of 65,600 Btu per hour. The 400LP
eliminates the need for multiple
systems for heating and hot water.
The 400LP allows owners to select AC
power for heating to conserve LP-gas,
or the two can be combined for use in
very cold weather.

For RVers on the go, the porTABLE
is an 8Ιπθ-pound low, cocktail-type
table that folds into three sections
down to 7Ιπθ by 1Ιπθ inches. The legs
are attached via threaded portions
that ﬁt into crossbraces. It’s a handy
table that holds up to 30 pounds to
set up outside your RV in camp or to
take along to hold food and drinks
at picnics and outdoor concerts. The
porTABLE can be transported in the
included durable 400-denier carrying
bag with a shoulder strap. The table is
hand-crafted using solid tongue-andgroove bamboo with an aluminum
oxide ﬁnish, and opens up to 31 by
21Ιπθ inches and is 16 inches high.

Keep rust at bay with Rust Blocker,
a clear, high-temperature rust
preventer that DirectLine Industries
claims will protect metal and
ﬁberglass from oxidation for up
to seven years. When applied, the
product dries in minutes to a clear/
tack-free ﬁnish. Rust Blocker works
on wheel wells, hitches and tow bars,
as well as roofs, stairs and most other
surfaces. Available in an aerosol or
quart container, it can be top coated
or applied over oil-based paints.
The company claims Rust Blocker
has been tested and proven by the
military, and provides UV protection
to painted surfaces against corrosion,
salt spray, pitting and weathering.

MSRP: $5,398.49
800-685-4298, www.aquahot.com
Circle 152 on Reader Service Card.

MSRP: $89, plus $20 shipping and handling
805-455-3228
www.greenbarreldesigns.com/portable
Circle 153 on Reader Service Card.

MSRP: $29.99 aerosol, $49.99 quart
866-773-6136, www.3xchemistry.com
Circle 154 on Reader Service Card.

★★

★
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Don’t Trip a Breaker

Prevent tripping a circuit breaker by shedding predetermined loads
★★
with the Xantrex Freedom Sequence Intelligent Power Manager.
The company claims that the system is designed to automatically
coordinate the electrical systems within the RV and works on 20-, 30- and
50-amp service. Once installed, the Power Manager can be programmed using
a single System Control Panel by giving each device a priority from 1 to 8. If
the shorepower connection exceeds its limit, the Xantrex can automatically
start the generator and allow it to kick in to power other loads. With a priority
system that the owner customizes, the Power Manager automatically sheds
and re-engages loads by dropping off noncritical devices if there’s a potential
of overloading the breaker or generator, and then powers them back on.
MSRP: $350
800-670-0707, www.xantrex.com Circle 155 on Reader Service Card. q
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TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS

AEM In-Tank Fuel Pumps for EFI Vehicles
Towing a heavy trailer up a long, steep mountain grade on a hot day is an extreme
durability test of the engine and related systems. Everything must perform at
its best to avoid a breakdown. Fuel system problems, often related to ethanollaced gasoline, can have a major impact on engine performance. Ethanol absorbs
moisture from the air above the fuel, and corrodes metal in the fuel system, as
well as deteriorates plastics and rubber. This clogs fuel ﬁlters and often results
in premature failure of the stock in-tank fuel pumps, which can be an expensive
hassle, especially when the failure leaves you stranded on the side of the road
far from home.

Many truck owners ask where they
can ﬁnd a more robust pump that has
extra capacity, rather than the marginal
capabilities of original equipment
pumps. Advanced Engine Management
(AEM) Performance Electronics has
introduced a reasonably priced electric
in-tank fuel pump (Part No. 50-1200,
retail $127.28) that is compatible with
the new gasoline/ethanol blends up to
E85 (85 percent ethanol). This allows
ﬂex-fuel vehicles to run E85 fuel.
AEM also sells a similar pump (Part
No. 50-1000), which is not designed for
high ethanol concentrations. It retails
for $105.54. Both fuel pump models
are designed for high-performance
and hard-working tow vehicles with
gasoline fuel injection. The AEM fuel
pumps are rated to ﬂow 84 gallons per
hour (GPH) at 43 PSI. Flow curves from
35 to 90 PSI and current draw versus
fuel pressure charts are available on
AEM’s website.
AEM’s E85 fuel pump features
robust internal construction that is
designed to withstand the low lubricity

characteristics of ethanol and methanol
fuels, and has been tested to work
with all types of gasoline, in addition to
ethanol fuels up to E100 (pure ethanol),
and methanol fuels up to M100 (pure
methanol).
The AEM fuel pump is designed
for in-tank mounting and features a
compact 39mm diameter body, which
ﬁts most popular light truck applications. It features an offset inlet design
that eases installation and includes
a wiring harness, preﬁlter, internal
fuel hose and clamps, end cap and
rubber buffer sleeve. According to the
company, every pump is tested before
it is packaged for sale.
Power rating is given at 43 PSI, 13.5
volts DC at the pump, assuming a brake
speciﬁc fuel consumption (BSFC) of 0.5.
Flow capability for horsepower support
is ultimately dependent on fuel-hose
diameter, and system electrical
voltage and amperage capabilities.
Sufﬁce it to say that these pumps are
more than sufﬁcient for stock and
moderately modiﬁed engines used on

by Ken Freund

the road. Fuel-pressure regulators
return excess fuel back to the tank,
so additional capacity does not cause
ﬂooding or higher fuel consumption.
AEM designs, manufactures and
assembles engine management
systems, wideband air/fuel systems,
water/methanol injection systems,
performance gauges, boost controllers, ignition components, fuel delivery
components and adjustable cam gears.
For more information contact 310-4842322, www.aemelectronics.com.

Protect Yourself While Driving
If an errant driver runs a red light and
crashes into you, how do you prove
who had the green light? Recently,
Genius released its DVR-FHD590
Full HD Vehicle Recorder. This dash
camera records full high-deﬁnition
(1920x1080) video that helps drivers
protect themselves with reliable
evidence in the case of an unforeseen
accident. It features a wide-angle lens,
high-power LED for night capture and
HDR technology.
Just start your engine and the
DVR-FHD590 begins recording automatically. In the case of an accident,
the G-sensor in the DVR-FHD590
triggers the device automatically to
keep a record of the event, which
cannot be overwritten unless you
speciﬁcally delete it.
The vehicle recorder features a
128-degree wide-angle lens claimed
to capture the entire situation. The
DVR-FHD590 is designed to work well
during bright sunny days and very dark

AEM’s 50-1200 E85 fuel pump,
distinguished by the green end
caps, is designed to run in
fuels from straight gasoline
E85 (85 percent ethanol, 15
percent gasoline).
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The Genius DVR-FHD590 video dash camera
can record every moment while driving and
provide strong evidence to protect you in case
an errant driver causes an accident.

on the 2.4-inch LCD screen. The LCD screen rotates 270
degrees so that drivers can view videos from almost every
angle. It’s easily mounted to the front windshield using the
adjustable mounting unit included.
The DVR-FHD590 records 30 frames per second
and uses a 5 megapixel, 1/3.2-inch CMOS sensor. The
DVR-FHD590 also comes with a USB cable for transferring
data to a computer or charging at home. The DVR-FHD590
has a suggested retail price of $149.99. For more information visit www.geniusnet.com.

2014 Chevy Silverado and GMC Sierra V-6 MPG
Rivals Ram

Lance Camper, Circle 139 on Reader Service Card

nights. A 600 mAh Li-ion battery means the DVR-FHD590
can record a long time without needing a recharge. The
recording can be viewed in real-time or in playback mode

The fuel-economy war among pickups seems to be heating
up, and the winners are the customers. Both the 2014
Silverado and Sierra pickups powered by the standard
4.3-liter V-6 rated 285 horsepower will have an EPA 18 MPG
city rating. That’s identical to the Ram 1500 HFE 8-speed
automatic transmission city rating, and GM’s 24 MPG highway
rating is just 1 MPG less than Ram’s. (Four-wheel-drive
versions are rated 17/22 MPG.)
The Silverado and Sierra pickups with the V-6 engine
have a maximum tow rating of 7,200 pounds, which is 700
pounds more than Ram’s V-6 pickup rating. GM also offers
an optional 5.3-liter V-8 that has a highway mileage rating of
up to 23 MPG. q
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HANDS ON

SHURHOLD DUAL ACTION POLISHER

Waxing Made Easy
Shurhold’s Dual Action Polisher uses an oscillating head to
prevent damaging burns on painted surfaces and ﬁberglass
eeping the exterior of a trailer
clean and waxed is a never-ending
process. Many of us store our trailers
outside, subjecting the exterior to harsh
elements including dirt, soot, bird droppings and hours of intense sunshine.
Every time I get ready to wash and wax
a trailer I think about that famous line
in the Karate Kid movie: “Wax on, wax
off.” Repetitive motion is something I’m
not fond of.
Shurhold Industries feels our pain.
The company specializes in RV cleaning
products, and its Dual Action Polisher
takes the drudgery out of waxing an RV.
I’ve always been impressed with the
skill of professional detailers. They ﬂing
a large rotary buffer with great precision. But a rotary buffer in the hands
of an inexperienced user can lead to
burns and swirl marks that can ruin the
look of a beautiful full-body paint job.
Shurhold’s Dual Action Polisher eliminates those concerns by using a 6-inch
oscillating head that prevents casual
users from making costly mistakes. The
polisher uses quick-change pads with
hook-and-loop backing and has a 20foot power cord, which provides good
versatility in movement.
Out of the box, the 6-inch head looks
pretty small when up against the side
wall real estate of a big trailer, but the
process actually goes fast, especially
when compared to hand waxing. Six
speeds allow the polisher to handle different detailing chores: waxing/bufﬁng,
polishing/cleaning and removing paint
defects and swirls.
Once the surface is clean and dry,
wax is applied using a black foam polishing pad that sticks to the backing
plate via hook-and-loop material. The
reusable pad does a good job of applying
the wax, and for this evaluation we used

article and photos by Bob Livingston

DIFFICULTY
TIME TO COMPLETE
TOOLS NEEDED

1 2 3 4 5
VARIES
NONE

K
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(Above left) Shurhold Dual Action Polisher kit includes a backing plate, D-handle, side handle,
extra carbon brushes for the motor and the tools needed to service the buffer. (Above right) A
black foam pad is used to apply the wax sticks to the backing plate on the oscillating head.

the company’s Pro Polish Wax, which
is a polymer-based product that has no
talc or ﬁllers. Talc-free means no white
powder to wrestle with when bufﬁng off
the product. Handling the buffer is comfortable, especially with the D-handle
in place.
After the wax is applied to a workable area it’s buffed off to a professional
looking shine using the Brite Bonnet
Final Polish Pad. This pad is designed
to ﬁt over the waxing pad; a vapor barrier inside the polishing pad keeps the
wet wax from seeping into the shaggy
microﬁber “ﬁngers” that remove the
excess wax as it buffs the surface to a
shine. Stretching the bonnet over the
pad takes some ﬁnesse and can get a
little messy if too much wax is left on
the waxing pad.
The Pro Polish Wax ($22.98
for 16 ounces) is formulated
to repel water, protect
against environmental fac-

»

D-handle allows
for comfortable hand positioning
when using the buffer to apply
wax and polish the surface.

GET A GRIP

tors and inhibit UV exposure. While the
results are impressive following application, the test of time will prove the
wax’s value. The Pro Polish Wax is designed for ﬁberglass, gelcoat, clear coat
(full-body paint) and aluminum.
Included with the Dual Action Polisher in the standard kit are the backing
plate, D-handle, side handle, extra carbon brushes (for the motor) and necessary tools for using the buffer. It sells
for $150 but can be found on the Internet for less money. Replacement polishing bonnets are $11.98 and a waxing
pad two-pack retails for $23.98.
No doubt this buffer beats the monotony of “Wax on, wax off.” q
Shurhold Industries
800-962-6241
www.shurhold.com
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ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

TRAILER TIRE WEAR
Upon returning from a trip to
Florida, I noticed that the curbside rear tire outside tread was worn
smooth on my 34-foot ﬁfth-wheel.
All the other tires showed no excess
wear. After taking several measurements, the only difference I could
ﬁnd was Λπξ-inch between the front
and rear tires on the curb side of the
trailer. I measured all ﬁxed points
and they checked the same side-toside. Is it possible to have only one
tire out of alignment? All the pressures were 80 PSI.

Q

Leo Gross, Via email

It would be really easy to have
just one tire out of alignment,
Leo, and that could go a long way
toward explaining the unusual tire
wear pattern. You could have hit

A

AXLE JACK PLACEMENT
Where is the proper place to position a bottle or scissor jack to raise
a travel trailer? Is it under the axle or
on the spring mounting plate? I have
been told to never place the jack on the
axle tube as that stands a chance of
bending an axle.

Q

Warren Roach, Via email

Northwood Manufacturing, Circle 142 on Reader Service Card
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This is a good question, Warren,
and it calls for some personal
judgment when considering the answer. First, from an ofﬁcial Dexter
Axle publication: “Never use the axle
or suspension as a jack point to lift
the trailer.” Dexter goes on to state,
“Follow the trailer manufacturer’s
guidelines for lifting and supporting

A

something with that tire that slightly
bent that axle spindle, and that could
cause the tread wear you described.
Locate a shop that can check and repair your trailer’s alignment and that
should take care of the problem.
— Jeff Johnston

the trailer when servicing the running
gear.” You need to keep in mind that
such instructions are largely co-written
by corporate lawyers trying to avoid
lawsuits. Some RVers have mistakenly
and somewhat foolishly placed a jack
under the center of the axle tube and
tried raising the entire trailer weight
using that positioning. This is obviously
a bad idea as it could easily bend the
axle out of shape. Likewise, placing the
jack under the axle near the leaf spring
can result in the jack slipping from its
position and an unexpected drop in the
axle end.
If all else fails, read your owner’s
manual for the manufacturer’s recommendation on the job. If you don’t have
the manual, contact your RV manu-

THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certiﬁed Master Technician, service manager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair.
JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.
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Hanscom Enterprises, Circle 136 on Reader Service Card
DRV, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card
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facturer’s local dealer, or contact the
manufacturer directly for its advice on
the subject.
The usual advice is to place the jack
under the trailer frame as close to a
suspension point as possible. Use of
a pad to help spread out the support
point will help avoid having the small
jack head create a dent on the frame
if the RV manufacturer used a frame
that’s a bit on the thin side. The downside to this system is that the frame
needs to be lifted farther because you
need to take up the suspension droop
before the tire comes off the ground.
When I do this type of work I place a
jack stand, or two, under appropriate
points on the object being lifted, and
I also place a healthy stack of lumber
scraps under the end of the axle near
the suspension as an extra safeguard
against a support failure.
Many RVers are good with tools
and know what they’re doing when
they work on their vehicles. Although
it’s against the manufacturer’s recom-

GS Finance.indd 65

7/11/13 5:47 PM

RV CLINIC
COMFORT ZONES
ON BOARD

400LP
MADE IN THE

PROPANE FUELED

mendation, they place the jack directly
under the axle end or leaf spring to
raise the tire when performing maintenance service. They also use appropriate jack stands and other safety
measures to make the job as safe as
reasonably possible. Which system you
use is entirely up to you; we stick with
the manufacturer’s recommendation.
— J.J.

FIFTH-WHEEL TRUCK BED
HEIGHT
I have a problem I haven’t seen addressed in your magazine. I have
a ﬁfth-wheel and want to buy a new
truck. All the newer trucks, even halftons, have gone to higher and deeper
beds. I know I can change or raise the
receiver hitch a little and also change
the pin box height on the ﬁfth-wheel.
However, if I do this it will cause my
ﬁfth-wheel to ride at an uneven angle
and possibly hit in the tailgate area.
Short of changing out the axles and
raising my trailer approximately 6
inches, are there any other solutions
you can suggest?

Q
Wherever you are in your RV,
the temperature is perfect.
You’ll enjoy the luxury of quiet, comfortable,
even temperatures in your rig. You’ll also appreciate
tankless, on-demand hot water and the ability
to plug into shorepower.
Get into your Comfort ZoneTM. Insist the 400LP
is in the equipment package on your fifth-wheel,
park model or gas-powered motorhome —
if you don’t need engine pre-heating. Then you’ll
always be “just right,” even when Mother Nature
throws in her mood swings.
©2013 Aqua-Hot Heating Systems Inc.

Aqua Hot, Circle 125 on Reader Service Card

(800) 685-4298 or (303) 659-8221 www.aquahot.com

It’s a matter of comfort
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David Beaty, Douglasville Georgia

You listed the practical solution,
David. Modify your trailer’s suspension so it rides somewhat higher
and creates a more-level towing situation. You still need to maintain at least
6 inches of clearance between the bed
rail and the underside of your trailer
king pin box area to allow unimpeded
movement over rough terrain. You
could take the truck to a suspension
specialist and try to have its aft end
lowered a few inches but as a rule we
don’t recommend that course of action. Raising your trailer and choosing
a truck with the most compatible ride
height are your best solutions to the
problem. — J.J.

A

ROOF-ACCESS LADDER
RESTRICTION
We purchased a new 2012 LaCrosse
303 travel trailer by Prime Time.
At the time of purchase we asked the
dealer to install a roof-top ladder. The

Q

Chuck Woods, Pioneer, California

Your trailer has no ladder from the
factory, which means there are no
structural backing members installed
in the wall at the factory. Without those
backers, there are no solid mounting
points inside the wall, and you can’t

A

just hang the ladder from the ﬁberglass
skin or polystyrene insulation. You
could do as you suggested, with some
type of backing plates inside the trailer
spanning across two aluminum frame
elements for strength, and that’s about
your only option. Careful material and
fastener selection would help ensure
success, as would a visit to an RV repair
facility for a consultation with a technician familiar with your trailer. As they
say, measure twice and cut once. Good
luck! — J.J.

TV REPLACEMENT
We’re thinking of replacing the
32-inch LCD TV in our ﬁfth-wheel
trailer with a larger model. Can we
purchase a standard TV off the general
market to use in the trailer, or must we
search for one that is vibration-resistant? Our current TV is wall mounted
and there’s nothing in the instructions
or manual stating that vibration is an
issue.

Q

On the same subject, we also want
to add an ampliﬁer/receiver and a Bluray DVD player to the trailer’s entertainment center. Again, is vibration an
issue? Should we search for units that
are resistant to problems created by
vibration during traveling?
Bob and CeSanne Schwartz
Republic, Washington

Go ahead and purchase whatever
LED or LCD TV and electronics
best suits your purpose, but a plasma
TV is not recommended. I don’t believe
there’s such a thing as a designated
“vibration resistant” TV, DVD player or
other hardware, unless you start shopping at a military spec supply source.
All such electronics go through a lot of
shakin’ and rattlin’ between the factory overseas and your local dealer,
and they hold up just ﬁne under those
conditions. If you take care of your
trailer as most RVers do, any electronics should be ﬁne, assuming they are
securely mounted. — J.J.

A

MOR/ryde, Circle 140 on Reader Service Card

dealer contacted Prime Time and was
told that they don’t recommend installation of a ladder on the back of the
travel trailer.
We now have solar panels mounted
on the roof as we do a lot of year-round
dry camping. There are times when
lifting the panels to catch more of the
available sun would be desirable. The
thought of having to haul a ladder
around on the back of the trailer is very
distasteful. I cannot believe there is not
a safe, reliable way to mount a ladder.
I have been thinking of using a backing
on the inside of the cabinets to span
the internal studding and through bolting the ladder mounts with the proper
caulking materials.

September 2013 TRAILER LIFE 69

RV CLINIC
CHINESE TIRES
Last year I needed to replace the
original tires on my Keystone Cougar ﬁfth-wheel. The ﬁfth-wheel was
only a couple of years old the tires
were low mileage and still had plenty
of tread. The problem was that all four
tires had radial cracks in the sidewalls.
These tires had “Made in China” on
the sidewall and so I insisted to my tire
store that I did not want Chinese-made
tires. They said that the only thing they
had that was “American made” was
the Goodyear Marathon. I agreed to pay
the extra price for the Goodyears and
had them put on. When I got the trailer
home and was washing off the tire lube
that they had used I noticed that my
Goodyear Marathons also had “Made
in China” on the sidewall! Are there no
trailer tires made in the USA any more?
My tire shop said that they could not ﬁnd
any “Made in the USA” trailer tires!

Q

AMP Research, Circle 121 on Reader Service Card
Cypress Trail, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card
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George Nachtsheim, Littleton, Colorado

Tires are still manufactured in
the USA, George, but I’m not sure
about Special Trailer or ST tires like
your Goodyear Marathons. I know Toyo
has a plant in Alabama and manufactures light truck, or LT tires, there, for
example. You’d need to check around
with dealers selling ST tires for a U.S.made brand. And in truth, it’s not so
much the “Made in China” label as it is
the care that goes into manufacturing
those tires and the quality control applied by the manufacturer. Many “Made
in China” tires are really inexpensive
and if that’s what you buy you get what
you pay for — tires that wear out fast
or fail early due to poor quality control
and substandard materials. When a responsible tire company makes its tires
in China or anywhere else where resources are less expensive, chances are
good they take more care in specifying
how that product should be made and
what it’s made of. It’s all in the quality
control. The good company has a brand
name reputation to protect on the products it sells in the United States. I’d suggest you stick with a well-known and
respectable brand of tire and that would
help ensure you have success with your
tire purchase. — J.J.

A
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WATER HEATER SHUTDOWN
I have a GC6AA-8E Atwood Water
Heater with Direct Ignition. I’m having problems keeping the water heater
lit. It lights as long as it sparks to ignite,
but once the spark quits the ﬂame goes
out. I have replaced the ECO switch,
the thermostat and the thermal cut
off. I have also cleaned everything and
checked the voltage at the solenoids,
which is almost 11 volts. Any suggestion would be helpful.

Q

Scott Givens, Via email
Transfer Flow, Circle 144 on Reader Service Card

“Almost” 11 volts may be enough
to operate a solenoid, Scott, but
it’s not enough to operate the rest of
the system’s electronics. Atwood calls
for a minimum of 10.5 volts DC to operate the heater’s electronics when it
is running. With any other 12-volt DC
loads present in the RV, that “almost
11 volts” can easily drop below the Atwood recommended minimum. There
is a low-voltage problem somewhere
in your RV’s system, which could mean
partially discharged batteries, a converter that’s not adequately charging
the batteries when hooked up, or one
or more bad electrical connections or
grounds between the battery and the
water heater. Start by checking the
battery voltage and connections and
work toward the water heater until you
ﬁnd the cause, which will then allow
you to repair the low-voltage problem.
— J.J.

A

JUST
ADD
ADVENTURE
BILSTEIN DELIVERS WITHOUT COMPROMISE

Krupp Bilstein, Circle 138 on Reader Service Card
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Thanks for all your help in the past.
You guys sure help a lot of us who
tow trailers. I tow a trailer with my 2007
Jeep Grand Cherokee and then do some
four-wheeling in the Jeep at various
places in the West. Although I have
never been stuck while four-wheeling,
I know there will be a ﬁrst time. What
kind of communication technology
should I have in case I get stranded in
some remote area and have no cellphone coverage? Should I have a satellite phone, a CB radio or something
else? What technology is the overall
lowest cost solution?

Q
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BILSTEIN GAS PRESSURE SHOCK ABSORBERS

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Ted Kazmar, San Diego, California

A

866-651-7768). The same company
also has Spot Connect, which turns
your smartphone into a satellite
phone, and a new Spot Global Phone
that uses satellites. There are also
other companies that offer satellite
phone service: Use your Web browser
to do a search. — Ken Freund

23-footer, but need to know for sure if
the hitch weight of 569 pounds would
be OK to tow safely with our 500-pound
bumper maximum. I have been very
pleased with the way my truck tows the
21-footer, but the 23-footer would better suit our needs. Your help with my
question would be appreciated.
Bill Deaton, Via email

HITCH WEIGHT QUESTION
We have a 2009 Dodge Ram with a
3.7-liter V-6 engine and the truck
was factory equipped with a towing
package, but it has 500-pound maximum trailer hitch weight rating on the
rear bumper. Two years ago we purchased a 21-foot Flagstaff microlite
travel trailer (model 21FBRS) with a
base/dry weight of 3,624 pounds and a
369-pound hitch weight, instead of the
one we preferred, a 23-foot Flagstaff
with Murphy Bed & Couch Option at the
front with a 569-pound hitch weight and
a dry weight of 3,709 pounds (model
23FB). We are still interested in the

Q

No way should you exceed the
rear bumper rating. You need to
install a proper frame-mounted hitch
receiver and use a weight-distributing
ball mount. I also suggest you add a
sway control. When considering trailer
weight, you need to ignore dry weight,
which is considerably less than actual
loaded weight. You should be using the
gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) if you
haven’t actually weighed the loaded
trailer. You’ll need a Class III hitch for
up to 5,000 pounds total trailer weight,
and a Class IV hitch if the loaded trailer
weight exceeds 5,000 pounds but is less
than 10,000 pounds. — K.F.

A

Firestone, Circle 135 on Reader Service Card

I used to be on a search and
rescue team, have done a lot of
four-wheeling in remote Western
areas and am a ham radio licensee,
so I have some experience with this
subject. You really should not go to
remote areas by yourself, without at
least two people and a second vehicle,
but you’ll have to make that decision.
CB radios are ﬁne for short-distance
communication, particularly between
vehicles traveling together, and are
inexpensive, but you cannot rely on
them for emergency communications.
Most radio communications in the frequencies we commonly use propagate
mainly by line-of-sight. So if using a
CB radio or cellphone, try to get up as
high as possible and get in the open,
if you can. When you are in canyons
and low spots radio/cellphone transmission is very limited. Therefore, the
best and most reliable communications are overhead via satellite. I have
used and recommend the Spot GPS
Messenger (www.ﬁndmespot.com,
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TANK-GAUGE PROBLEMS TIP
I had similar tank monitor accuracy
problems as mentioned in “TankGauge Problems Tip” in the July issue,
with four trailers that I have owned.
All were purchased new and I maintained the tanks as recommended by
the manufacturers. With each trailer,
after about six months of use, I found
inaccurate readings with the gray and
black tanks. On my current ﬁfth-wheel,

Q

I installed the SeeLevel RV Tank Monitoring Gauges from Garnet Technologies Inc. (www.rvgauge.com) and have
had nothing but perfect accuracy. The
sensors are installed on the exterior
of the tank and are not subject to the
crud build up as are most sensors. The
monitor reads out tank levels in percentages so the monitoring is precise.
The gauges come in many different
conﬁgurations depending on the num-

ber of tanks and tank size, and some
include an LP-gas monitor and pump
and water-heater switches. I have
found the customer service at Garnet
Technologies to be excellent. Frankly,
I am surprised that manufacturers
continue to install the old style gauges
that become inaccurate so quickly and
become essentially useless. I would like
to see tank monitors such as the SeeLevel offered at least as an option.
Bob Haynes, Minden, Nevada

Thanks for writing and sharing
your experience. Tank monitor
problems are very common and one
of the most frequent queries from our
readers. — K.F.

A

TRAILER CONNECTOR
CORROSION
My questions are in regard to the
seven-pin connector (plug and receptacle) that connect the tow vehicle
to the trailer’s (1) ground, (2) electric
brakes, (3) tail- and running lights, (4)
12-volt DC, (5) left turn signal, (6) right
turn signal, and (7) (Aux) back up lights.
From time to time I have had problems
making good contact with this connector. Either the electric brakes, turn
signals, or something else doesn’t
work. The remedy has been to wiggle
the connector until good contact has
been made. I have cleaned the contacts
from time to time, but they are not easy
to access. In that the contacts are not
plated with a noble metal such as gold,
they do oxidize and require cleaning.
How many other owners have trouble with this connector? In my 40 years
of experience in the electronics equipment industry, I have found that a good,
reliable connector requires two things:
1) spring-loaded contact pressure,
which is usually designed into the metal
pins themselves and 2) pins plated
with a noble metal or a wiping action
and contact pressure that provides
electrical contact equivalent to a plated
pin. The pins in the seven-pin plug are
single spades that wipe one side of the
sturdy pins in the receptacle during
insertion, but what provides the needed
contact pressure? It appears to just

Q

Bully Dog , Circle 127 on Reader Service Card
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be the mechanical dimensions of the
plug’s shell, not the metal pins themselves. When looking online for a better
connector, I found the Euro seven-pin
connector, which is used in Europe. The
pin design looks to be similar to the sixpin gooseneck connectors. The Euro
seven-pin connector appears to be a
more reliable connector.
I have been pulling trailers since
1986 and I am just now getting paranoid
about the safety of pulling our 13,000pound ﬁfth-wheel with an unreliable
connector. What are your suggestions
for a reliable and practical connector
and/or how to clean the pins on the U.S.
seven-pin connector?
Curtis Hart, Round Rock, Texas

I don’t have any statistics on how
many or what percentage of RVers
have experienced corrosion problems
with trailer connectors, but most of
them are probably in regions with high
humidity and plenty of precipitation.
The folded-over shape of most metal

A

B&W Trailer Hitches , Circle 117 on Reader Service Card
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prongs in the female plugs generally
provide some wiping action and tension. I have found that DeoxIT D-Series
Contact Cleaner & Rejuvenator (http://
store.caig.com) works well on electrical
connections such as trailer plugs.
Take a look at the EZ Connector
(ezconnector.com). It uses magnetic
contact points and is sealed from moisture and the elements. I think you’ll ﬁnd
it to be the best solution on the market
at this time. — K.F.

TIRE-PRESSURE CHANGES
We have a GMC Savana 3500 van
with a 4.10 gear ratio, rated for
10,000 pounds towing. I tow a 28-foot
Springdale travel trailer that’s 7,600
pounds fully loaded. The van tires are
Goodyear Wrangler, LT245/75R16,
load range E. Tire manufacturer cold
inﬂation is 80 PSI. GMC suggested
tire pressures are 50 pounds in front
and 80 pounds in back. I guess those
speciﬁcations are for a fully loaded van

Q

carrying heavy cargo. I use a weight
distribution hitch and nitrogen to ﬁll
the tires.
I put 75 PSI in the front to handle
the added weight from the weight distribution hitch, and leave the rear at
80 PSI. When towing, I always go to the
same place, California’s High Sierra.
It is just about all desert driving until
I get there, with the temperatures in
the low 100s. Once I get there I unhitch
the trailer and drive around to the various lakes. I have noticed in the past
that the tire pressure in all of the tires
will go up 5 PSI or more, even with the
nitrogen, when towing to and from the
Sierra. How much pressure can tires
hold beyond their manufacturer’s cold
pressure without creating a problem?
I have gone to many local tire stores in
the past inquiring about this and they
all have different ideas.
Lee Wheeler, Huntington Beach, California

A

As you drive into the mountains,
the ambient air pressure drops at

Hensley Mfg. , Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

a rate of about 3 percent per thousand
feet of elevation gain. However, (assuming that the tires are checked at
the same temperature when cold) the
amount of air and “absolute” air pressure inside the tire actually remains the
same. Tire pressure gauges measure
the difference between the air pressure
inside the tire and outside the tire (PSIG).
They do not measure absolute pressure (using absolute zero pressure, or a
vacuum as a baseline reference). If you
had a gauge that measured absolute
pressure (PSIA) you would ﬁnd that the
tire pressure actually didn’t increase.
Nitrogen gas expands at the same rates
as dry air does, so don’t expect a significant pressure difference due to using
nitrogen.
The tire pressure placard you are
using is overly simplistic and doesn’t
take into consideration variations in
tire loadings. To properly determine
tire pressure, tire manufacturers recommend that you weigh each axle on
a truck scale. Then inﬂate the tires
according to the actual weight they are
carrying, using a load-inﬂation table
provided by the tire manufacturer for
that particular tire (available on their
websites and tire dealers). Tire manufacturers allow a 10 PSI over-pressure
margin above the recommended pressure at maximum load. That’s because
if you were running the maximum load,
the slightest air loss would cause the
tire to be underinﬂated. — K.F.

DUAL-PANE WINDOWS
There is quite a bit of controversy
out there whether to have dualpane windows in a ﬁfth-wheel. We plan
on living full time in a ﬁver and want
to know whether we should get dualpane windows. Is the fogging up of
dual-pane windows really an issue and,
if so, how hard is it to replace a window,
and what kind of expense are we talking? Also, is condensation on singlepane windows an issue?

Bob Furniss, Trevose, Pennsylvania

Where you intend to live full time
is a major factor in this decision.
Dual-pane windows are more expensive, but provide very (continued on page 80)

A

Pace Edwards , Circle 102 on Reader Service Card
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TRAILERS, ACCESSORIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!

ACCESSORIES

INVESTMENTS

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint––

EARN 6% INTEREST

cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &

PER ANNUM

Ozone resistant — good to 300° F. 5-yr warranty.

1 (855) 306-3223 Toll Free

800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

Not available in some states.

BUSINESSES FOR SALE
GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! RV SALES &
service facility, est. 1978, located
in NE Oregon, view at smileyrv.com.

LEGAL SERVICES
MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated.

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com

• Go with 36+ years experienced law firm.

Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.

1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

60,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings

Health forces quick sale, was $1.5 million

LOTS FOR SALE

now only $950,000. Call Tim 800-338-6562

RV LOT FOR SALE IN PRIVATE CAMPGROUND,

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS

50' x 130'. Plus 1997 Conquest trailer w/

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991

tipout. Lrg wooden roof over trailer &

To buy 800-272-0401.

covered deck. Gated community. Asking $35K.

To sell 800-952-0401.

Ladysmith, VA. Call 970-560-1942

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever

MAIL FORWARDING

CAMPGROUNDS/RV PARKS

SD's Oldest & Largest Mail Forwarding Company

STAY FREE WITH US & ENJOY S TEXAS RV PARK,
3 mos rate $775 now $650, mobile home
& park models welcome for additional
savings. Disc applies only to early new
reservations before 9/1/13. 956-581-9719

CAMPGROUNDS

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

www.RVT.com or 1.888.479.1099
RV REGISTRY
www.rvregistry.com
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners
No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

RV SITES FOR SALE

ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES 800-477-2664
Call us about SD residency benefits
See us at www.alternativeresources.net
AMERICAS MAILBOX FORWARDING IN SD
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

#1 RATED RV RESORTS- S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village

SEE PHOTOS OF EACH CAMPSITE IN 800+ U.S
campgrounds. It's a great resource for

OUR MAIL TRAVEL SERVICE • 800-723-0110

Supersites $50s. RV Port Homes $170s.

• Merritt Island, Fl. No State Income Tax

956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

• No Vehicle Inspection • Low RV Reg
24 Yrs Exp * FREE BROCHURE • mailtravelservice.com

planning your next trip. New campgrounds

MOTORHOMES WANTED

added weekly: www.CampsitePhotos.com

HELP WANTED
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS––Travel and
stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income
selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65%

WANTED

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

Have Cash, Will Travel
For 1998 and newer diesel coaches.
www.rvgone.com
Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807.

commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training.
www.SoutheastPublications.com

SERVICES

PARK MODELS FOR SALE
ENGLEWOOD/PUNTA GORDA, FL RV sites, 55+

ACTION SERVICES, LLC
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance – For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

FULL-TIME RV'ING COUPLES-Multiple income

resident owned parks, $35,000 to $60,000

opportunity! Travel & earn up to 70% commission

improved, some water access, golf, fishing

& free camping. Sell local print/internet

lake. Low maintenance fees. Specializing in RV

over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for

advertising to established customer base

parks call Kathy Weithman 810-444-3044

professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com

Apply at agspub.com or call 877-518-1989

or Arlene Dunn 810-919-4000

Mountain States Consulting
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#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save

800-565-4504

For advertising information contact Kathy Schurman:
Phone 763-497-2458 Fax 270-438-4757 Email Kathy.Schurman@goodsam.com
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classified Department, 516 Maple Knoll Way NW, St. Michael, MN 55376

TOURS

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

TRAVEL TRAILERS/5TH WHEELS

RV Tours & Rallies across North America

2001 FL60 FREIGHTLINER FULL TIME RVER,

NEW 2014 Heartland Landmark Key Largo

Alaska • Canada • USA • Mexico + Overseas

Cat 3126, 6 spd RoadRanger, 35K brakes,

Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $73,900! Guar Best

Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or

seats 5-6, sleeps 1-2, rr seat bd, massive

Price! 877-643-7532. New units-Loaded. Cust order

call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897

storage, all AirRide, 74K mi. 623-451-7121

avail no chg. View New/Used Units.www.rvs4less.net

2007 M2 RV HAULER, 300 CAT-ALLISON,

Eggcamper LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC

4 dr w/custom: air seats & suspension,

EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer

wood accents, snd prf, Air Ride Hitch, rr

EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR

seat/bed, 38K mi. 623-451-7121

www.eggcamper.com 616-437-9255

2006 GMC C7500 RV HAULER, 275 HP

NEW 2014 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: Loaded

860 torque. Air ride: seats, cab, F&R axles,

Only $97,581 New units-Cust order avail at no chg.

hitch. Huge storage tool boxes. leather,

Guar Best Price! More info at 877-643-7532. View

snd proof, 41K miles. 623-451-7121

Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net

WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA
Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC
Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede
800-952-8496 www.fantasyrvtours.com

TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER hauler, 330 Cummins
auto, 15 mpg solo, seats 6, all air ride, huge
stor. New Horizons RV 38' 3 S/O, RR L/R, rustic
cherry, king, fireplace, loaded. Sell sep.
623-451-7121

2002 FORD F550 4WD 7.3 dsl, auto,
lthr seats, air susp, 32K air 5th wheel,
108K mi, over $30K upgrades, will tow

GoodSamClub.com
1.800.234.3450

15K to 25K campers. Need bigger truck.
VT. $26.5K. Call Amos 802-316-7119

2004 REL TETON 40' 3 AXLE 5TH WHEEL.
3 S/O, 2 heat pumps & 2 furn, no pets,
2 AC, WD, 200 gal W, king, loaded. 2003
Frt, eng overhauled, new clutch. Sell
sep. ND. 701-523-3532
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signiﬁcant insulation in hot and cold weather. They also
provide greater sound reduction from
outside sources when closed. Unless
you plan to stay in a place where the
weather is very mild, you’d be well
advised to use dual-pane windows.
There are a number of companies that
repair the windows if the seal between
the panes leaks, and there are also DIY
instructions online. See E. Don Smith’s
article on Trailer Life’s website:
www.trailerlife.com/rv-trailer-news/
replacing-dual-pane-rv-windows. In
cold weather, single pane glass will
fog up and moisture droplets will form
unless you ventilate the interior extensively and limit hot showers and cooking with water, etc. — K.F. q

»

HAVE A QUESTION? Email our
experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com or
write to: RV Clinic, 2575 Vista Del Mar
Drive, Ventura, California 93001. No
phone calls, please.

10-MINUTE TECH

TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Low-Proﬁle Bucket
At ﬁrst glance this looks like the typical Bucket Boss tool
carrier. I have tried many toolboxes of various sizes and
shapes and have always preferred the old bucket for ease
of use and ample storage. I found a half-height 2½-gallon
bucket that has the same footprint and diameter of the
5-gallon size at my local lumber company. The Bucket Boss
ﬁts perfectly. Now I have a low-proﬁle bucket that can be
stored in any of my compartments, offers easy access to any
tool and a handy bucket should I need to transport water or
anything else that would ﬁt.
Danny Lindstrom, Salinas, California

Picnic Table Weights
We’ve read several suggestions in 10-Minute Tech
about using PVC pipe and slicing it so it springs open to
hold down tablecloths. We’ve tried that but found that
we still had trouble with thick concrete tables in some
campgrounds so we came up with soda can weights.
Remove the top from four soda cans and punch two
holes through the upper part of each can. Cut a wire
clothes hanger at the base, insert each end through
the can and twist together. Fill the can with sand and
glue on a disk on the top of each can (we cut out pieces
of plastic). Hang the cans from each corner of the
tablecloth. If your tablecloth doesn’t have grommets,
you can use ﬂat washers glued onto the corner ends of
the tablecloth for reinforcement.
Dorothy Chappell, Gilbertsville, Kentucky

FIX

Cream Those Stains
Here’s a simple and cheap way to clean most dirt and stains from the window shades. You will ﬁnd it
also works on most fabrics. Buy the least-expensive shaving cream you can ﬁnd and apply the cream
to the shade or material. Then brush ﬁrmly into the stain (use a soft brush on soft materials and a stiff
brush on heavier materials, like carpets), let it set and, once dry, vacuum away the residue. On older
stains a second treatment might be necessary. — Harold Moran, Blueﬁeld, West Virginia q

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BILL TIPTON

QUICK

To send your submission, write to: 10-Minute Tech, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, California 93001 or email: 10minutetech@trailerlife.com.
Please include an illustration or photo if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.
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AMERICA’S
OUTBACK

ELKHART LAKE, WISCONSIN

by Bill Graves

Land of
15,000 Lakes
Elkhart Lake offers plenty of pure fun,
whether you’re into relaxing or activities
rowing up in Minnesota, I always
thought that the slogan about the
“Land of 10,000 Lakes” was a big deal,
making my home state something
special — we had more lakes than
anybody. Today, I am next door in
Wisconsin. They tell me here that
they’ve got more than 15,000 lakes, and
always have. What a letdown.
I am at one, Elkhart Lake. It’s 20 miles west of
Sheboygan. This place took on the eminence of an upscale
lake resort in the late 1800s. And it still has that vintage
feel and look.
The three hotels at the north end of the lake were built
back then. One of them, the Osthoff Resort, now sprawls
over a couple of city blocks. It could easily keep a painter
employed full-time just keeping its wood siding white.
In 1872 the railroad pushed north. Elkhart Lake
was added to the route. That track is still here, as is the
passenger depot in the village. During the summer, folks
from Milwaukee and Chicago, with steamer trunks in tow,
poured in here at the rate of 2,000 a week. They found relief
from the heat and dust of the big city here beside the clear,
spring-fed waters of Elkhart Lake.
Gambling was popular, especially with the Chicago
crowd. It was illegal, but that didn’t seem to matter. Men,
women and children all crowded around the roulette
wheels. Access to the gambling tables was as easy as
going to the soda fountain in a drugstore. The sheriff didn’t
concern himself with it, saying it was “just a summer thing.”
Finally in 1946, the last gambling location was shut down.
I arrived at the lake for Labor Day weekend, the ofﬁcial
end of summer in this part of the country. I was ﬁshing from
a boat early in the morning. The lake is deep — maximum
depth is more than 100 feet — and spreads over hundreds
of acres. According to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, it is among the 10 healthiest lakes in the state
for ﬁsh and wildlife. (That’s out of 15,000, lest we forget.)
The morning began quietly and ﬁshing was good.
Nobody else was on the lake. At a little before 10 a.m.,
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With 500 feet of lakefront,
the Osthoff Resort is the
biggest hotel on Elkhart
Lake. The tower at the
Broughton Sheboygan
Marsh Park offers
stunning views of
a 14,000-acre wildlife
area that includes
streams, lakes and a
64-site campground.

powerboats began easing out from docks all along the
shore, which is dense with cottages. And then, as if a race
ofﬁcial had ﬁred his pistol, the lake took on a new life. Boats
went to full throttle as water-skiers and wakeboarders rose
out of the water behind them. The last day of a Wisconsin
summer was underway, and right on schedule.
Boating rules here are strict: A speed of “slow, no
wake” is always in effect except between 10 a.m. and 7:30
in the evening. That’s when the aquatic acrobats and the
speed boaters have their fun. On Sunday, no motorboats
are allowed at all, unless using an electric trolling motor.
The Tuesday after Labor Day was like the Florida coast
when a hurricane is coming. The beaches were all but
empty and I saw only one water-skier.
At the south end of the lake is a beautiful, tree-shaded
campground at Broughton Sheboygan Marsh Park. This is
a 14,000-acre wildlife preserve with 30 acres developed for
campers and is a recreational haven for outdoor enthusiasts.
The county built an 80-foot observation tower here. A
climb to the top allows you to pick where in the park you
want to explore. I discovered that you can skip the climb
and still get the view — albeit it on a TV monitor — by going
into the lodge and getting on the joy-stick that controls a
video camera on the top of the tower.
Welcome to America’s Outback. q
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Welcome to our digital edition of Trailer Life magazine. This format makes it
easy for you to navigate the magazine and provides direct links to Internet
sites of our advertisers, our TrailerLife.com web site, and many web sites to
supplement our editorial features.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital Trailer Life:

Click on the TrailerLife.com button to go directly
to our Web site.
Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring you back
to this page.
Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table of
Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.
Click on the Arrow buttons to navigate between pages.
Click on the Magnify glass buttons to zoom in and zoom out.

When the hand icon changes to a pointing
web site or to another page in the magazine.

finger, it indicates a link to a

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital Trailer Life magazine, and we encourage your
comments and suggestions to our editor at donya.carlson@goodsam.com

