
ESSENTIAL MAINTENANCE: BRAKES AND BEARINGS

VALUE-PRICED, NO SACRIFICE

W
W

W
.M

OTORHOM
E.COM

  

VALUE-PRICED, NO SACRIFICE
Winnebago Vista 31KE 

Cracker
Barrel’s
Collection of 
Americana

Chasing Autumn Color
Central Oregon | New Hampshire | Northern California

NOVEMBER 2013

MH1311 cover subscriber.indd   8/29/13   1:40 PM   - 1 -    (Cyan)MH1311 cover subscriber.indd   8/29/13   1:40 PM   - 1 -    (Magenta)MH1311 cover subscriber.indd   8/29/13   1:40 PM   - 1 -    (Yellow)MH1311 cover subscriber.indd   8/29/13   1:40 PM   - 1 -    (BlacK)



2 October 2013 l MOTORHOMEForetravel, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card

002 Foretravel.indd   8/27/13   11:21 AM   - 2 -    (Cyan)002 Foretravel.indd   8/27/13   11:21 AM   - 2 -    (Magenta)002 Foretravel.indd   8/27/13   11:21 AM   - 2 -    (Yellow)002 Foretravel.indd   8/27/13   11:21 AM   - 2 -    (BlacK)



3MOTORHOME l November 2013

contents  november2013 VOLUME 50,  NUMBER 11

 4 l  On Ramp
 6 l  P.O. Box
 10 l  Contact MotorHome
 11 l  Escapes
 12 l  Road Foodie
 13 l  Wheels & Gear
 14 l  Noteworthy/News Briefs
 16 l  Crossroads
 68 l  Quick Tips
 69 l  Hands-On
 70 l  Hot Line
 70 l  Advertisers Index
 72 l  Coach & Powertrain
 73 l  Back to Basics
 82 l  The Road Ahead

On The Cover: Winnebago’s Vista 31KE  
Class A doesn’t skimp on creature comforts 
and can likely be purchased for an amount of 
money that’s comparable to the cost of a luxury 
automobile (see Walk-Through on page 50). 

        D E P A R T M E N T S

18
55

F E A T U R E S
18 l  Recapturing America’s Good Ol’ Days — 
One Piece at a Time
Ever wonder where Cracker Barrel finds those 
bits of Americana for its décor? Meet Larry 
Singleton; the man behind the antiques

22 l  Savoring Sonoma
A fall trip to Northern California’s wine country 
reveals mile after mile of grapevines in shim-
mering shades of burgundy and gold

30 l  Adventurous Autumn in  
New Hampshire’s White Mountains
Leaf-peeping while zip-lining, mountain biking 
and paddle boarding in The Granite State

36 l  An Autumn Escape to Central Oregon
East of the Cascades, the weather is mild and 
the landscape is filled with brilliant fall color

41 l  Silent Partner
The Stealth dinghy braking system from Hop-
kins Manufacturing helps make towing safer

50 l  Vista 31KE
Winnebago’s entry-level coach is loaded with 
amenities and has enough room for a large family

55 l  Keep on Rolling
We wrap up our Chassis Maintenance series with 
Part III, which includes brakes and wheel bearings

61 l  Gimme Shelter
Protect your motorhome from the elements 
with an RV cover

36
61

MH1113 TOC.indd   8/28/13   9:39 AM   - 3 -    (Cyan)MH1113 TOC.indd   8/28/13   9:39 AM   - 3 -    (Magenta)MH1113 TOC.indd   8/28/13   9:39 AM   - 3 -    (Yellow)MH1113 TOC.indd   8/28/13   9:39 AM   - 3 -    (BlacK)



4 November 2013 l MOTORHOME

merica is all about stories. Stories  
fuel all media resources. Without stories 
there would be no newspapers, maga-
zines, or TV — even a big portion of the 
Internet would be missing. Most of the 
stories we read, hear or watch on a daily 
basis gravitate toward bigger events 
and are typically about politics, crime, 
health, celebrities, etc. But there are a 
lot of stories that never get told. Stories 
that get dug up by inquisitive travelers 
who stumble upon unique places to visit 
and simple people who have made a dif-
ference in the lives of others.

My hero in this segment of the 
photo journalism world was Charles 
Kuralt. His “On the Road” segments 
mesmerized viewers. I have to admit 
that traveling in a motorhome to search 
out interesting and unique stories was 
near and dear to my heart. For years 
Kuralt traveled America in the comfort 
of a motorhome searching out stories 
for the CBS Evening News with Walter 
Cronkite. When he got off the road, he 
anchored the CBS News Sunday Morn-
ing show, which I still consider the best 
TV program on the air today.

Kuralt’s sixth, and last, motorhome 
was made by FMC (Food Machinery 
Corp.) and was unique in its own right. 
Introduced in 1973, it had a very short 
lifespan on the market. Many say FMC 
ceased production (1976) because the 
motorhome was way ahead of its time. 
It was luxurious and powered by a rear 
mounted Dodge 440-CID V-8 that was 
able to slide out of the side compart-
ment for service. The FMC motorhome 
will always play a role in the history of 
the RV industry, even though it was on 
the market for only a short time.

I had the privilege of meeting Kuralt 
in the late ’80s and believe me, I was 
star-struck. While we swapped stories, 
I daydreamed about becoming a travel-
ing reporter when I grew up, except that 
by the time I met Kuralt, I was already 
grown up. Amazing how storytelling can 
make the mind wander into interesting 
places. It was a wonderful encounter.

Kuralt died at the age of 62, only 

two years after he officially retired. That 
in itself is a story that should be told 
over and over. Seize the moment; load 
the motorhome and see the country.

That’s exactly what new colum-
nist, Alan Rider is doing in his writings 
that will appear on the last page of this 
magazine. Rider points his rig in direc-
tions based on whim and will be relay-
ing stories on what he sees and hears. 
Each month, Rider’s “The Road Ahead” 
column will take us to off-the-beaten-
path locations that probably have not 
been on the radar for most of us. Places 
where interesting people receive little 
fanfare, but make significant impact on 
the lives of those they touch.

In his first column, Rider ran into 
Mark Twain. Is it possible that Twain is 
alive and well and still telling stories? 
Well some people imagine so. Rider ran 
into Louis Hankins on one of his many 
explorations of backroads America. 
Hankins, aka Mark Twain, aka Samuel 
Clemens, studied the famous writer’s 
work for 20 years. Heck, he even looks 
like Clemens, the character he performs 
in front of live audiences. Performances 
are drawn from knowledge that Hankins 
has amassed since his father introduced 
him to Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn. 

Rider doesn’t spend much time 
in the souvenir shops, preferring to fill 
his memory bank with interesting plac-
es and people. We welcome Rider to 
Motor Home magazine and look forward 
to many discoveries resulting from his 
wanderings throughout North America.

In fact, we’re all storytellers. That’s 
why campfires were invented. I’ve always 
been a firm believer that true wealth is 
measured by the number of places we’ve 
seen and the people we meet.

Exploring America is a pot of gold 
for RVers. �
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When you take your towable or motorized 
RV to a Coach Care™ service center, you’ll fi nd:

�  Expert technicians taking care of all major components

�  Guaranteed work everywhere you travel in the U.S.

�  A clean, comfortable, family-friendly waiting room

�   A place where the kids can occupy themselves without trying 
to kill each other. Probably. No guarantees on that.

Excellent RV service: we’re all over it. 
Find a Coach Care location near you and learn more by visiting 
powertomotorhomes.com/coachcare

Life is good. No worries with the RV. 
And the kids are being angels, at least for now.
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p.o.box   from  OUR READERS

SOLD ON AGM
AGM batteries all of the way! No maintenance and 100 
percent dependability.
JIM HAZARD l CROSSVILLE, TENN.

12-VOLT BATTERIES WORK TOO
We have read MotorHome for about 30 years and we always 
look forward to the next issue. We have had a motorhome 
since 1975. The one we have now has 191,000 miles on 
it, and believe it or not, it is the old 1973 FMC we bought 
in 1982. Often, when we come into a campground, people 
stop and take photos. Now, about the batteries.

My first six-volt batteries lasted 10 years, so needless 
to say I bought the same six-volt batteries when they needed 
replacing. I was surprised when they only lasted two years. 
So now, I buy 12-volt batteries at Wal-Mart and if there’s a 
problem with them, I take them back, no questions asked. 
Wal-Mart  stands by its warranties, and no, I am not replac-
ing batteries all the time. Plus, there’s always a Wal-Mart 
nearby if you do need a replacement. 
GEORGE VANDERSTEEN l HANFORD, CALIF.

I’LL TAKE GLASS MATS
I prefer glass mat batteries. They have a longer life and no
bad connections or spilled acid.
JACK CAUFIELD l VIA EMAIL

ONE MORE OOPS FOR THE ROAD
The “2013 RV Oops Awards” in the August issue of Motor-
Home reminded me of my own “Oops” moment. 

In January, we traded our Winnebago View for a slightly 
larger Winnebago Vista. One of the first times I drove our 
new, larger RV, I came upon a tiny car pulling a U-Haul. It 
was chugging along at 45 MPH on the interstate. I signaled 
my intent to pass, then once up to speed with enough dis-
tance to pull back in (allowing for the 27-foot Vista plus our 
tow vehicle — a small trailer with motorcycle), I signaled 
and pulled back in front of the tiny car. 

When I checked the dashboard camera screen moni-

tor to see how the trailer and motorcycle had fared during 
this maneuver, I could no longer see them. In a panic, I 
announced to my husband, who was reading a book in the 
passenger seat, “Oh my gosh! We lost the bike and trailer!” 
My husband yelled, “PULL OVER!” 

Once we were safely stopped on the shoulder of the 
highway with the emergency flashers on, my husband un-
hooked his seat belt and stood up to look at the camera 
screen himself. He then told me to turn off the signal. Amaz-
ing! There was the trailer with motorcycle still behind our 
motorhome. I had forgotten that our Vista, unlike our View, 
has two side-view cameras in addition to a rearview camera. 
I had been looking at the right side of the motorhome rather 
than the rear where the trailer and bike were.

Some bloopers can make you feel stupid but otherwise 
are not true fiascoes. Once I stopped shaking, I could laugh 
at myself, and no, I will never do that again! 
REGINA L. HOLLIS l LOUISVILLE, KY.

BUY AMERICAN
After reading the article “Window Covering Upgrade,” I won-
dered why Dave and LJ used Auto-Motion shades, which are 
imported, when we have an excellent product from MCD In-
novations in McKinney, Texas? The MCD product is entirely 
U.S.-made and is used as an upgrade on many coaches, 
including Winnebago and Tiffin motorhomes. I had MCD 
retrofit my 2007 Monaco Knight last year and I could not 
be happier. I just think all things being equal, we should 
buy American! 
THOMAS MCKEMIE l GALESBURG, ILL.

DEAR BOB
Mr. Livingston, you have a job to envy. Thank you so much 
for the August cover photo and article (“The Fine Life”) 
of the $1.7-million Newell motorcoach. To personally re-
view and drive that wonderful machine had to have been 
an incredible experience. I’ve seen these beautiful 45-foot 
Newell motorhome behemoths rolling down the highway and 
I always wonder what it must be like to drive such a fan-

WHAT IS YOUR MOTORHOME  
BATTERY PREFERENCE AND WHY?
That’s the question we asked in our August issue,  
and here are some of the replies we received.
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Like RVers themselves, we’re always moving forward. For proof, look no further than the new 
Winnebago Forza™ and Itasca Solei.™

These all-new models offer the performance and comfort of a high-end diesel pusher without 
the big-ticket price tag. Each double-slideout fl oorplan, the 34T and the bath-and-a-half 38R, is 
loaded with premium amenities — residential appliances, Corian countertops and effi cient LED 
lighting — as well as innovative interior features that bring new fl exibility to motorhome living.

But don’t let their sleek profi le fool you. The storage capacity of these coaches is phenomenal:
up to 228 cubic feet on the 38R, by far the best in class!

See your nearest Winnebago or Itasca dealer, 
call 800-643-4892, or see our entire lineup at 
WinnebagoInd.com.

©2013 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

WE NEVER STAND STILL.
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tasy machine. I thoroughly enjoyed seeing 
what $1.7 million will buy in the way of a 
luxury motorcoach. Thank you for sharing 
your magnificent experience in reviewing 
the Newell motor coach with your readers 
and providing a glimpse into motorcoach 
fantasy land. Now, it’s back to our reality!
DON HEROD l MARIETTA, GA.

KUDOS TO CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL
The brief remarks about the Crazy Horse 
Memorial in August’s Black Hills article 
(“Monuments and Mining Towns of the 
Black Hills”) don’t do justice to the scope 
of the endeavor. The best part is that they 
accept no money from any government 
entity. It remains a family project after all 
these years, with six or seven of Korczak 
Ziolkowski’s children (and, I believe, some 
of the grand kids) working on the property 
along with many skilled workers. 

It takes a lot of money to do this 
work and I’m proud to be a long time sup-
porter. My annual thank-you letter always 
includes a handwritten note from Ruth  
Ziolkowski, Korczak’s widow and chair-

P.O. BOX

man of the Foundation. I urge all RVers  
to visit, and support, this great venture.
ERIC WELLS l HAYESVILLE, N.C.

TIP OF THE HAT
After towing two older Honda CR-Vs nearly 
85,000 miles, I finally came face-to-face 
with the dead-battery syndrome when we 
bought a new 2012 CR-V. I never thought 
that Honda would ruin a perfectly good 
electrical system. Since my experience 
indicated that this should not happen, I 
looked everywhere else for a cause or for a 
solution. I finally decided that I needed to 
do the contortion maneuver and pull fuse 
No. 19. Sure enough, it worked. 

It is difficult for us mature men to get 
to this fuse, so the FuseMaster (“Prevent-
ing Battery Drain,” Hands-On, August) 
will become a part of our system before we 
leave home again. What year CR-V was the 
subject of the article? The 2012 model re-
quires the removal of fuse No. 19, which 
is in the most inconvenient location on the 
fuse block. Great tip.
DON NOLEN l GRIFFIN, GA.

You bring up a good point, Don. The CR-V 
in the article was a 2011. For CR-V model 
years 2007-2011, fuse No. 34 needs to 
be pulled; on model years 2012-2013, 
pull fuse No. 19.

MORE ON PREVENTING BATTERY DRAIN
I installed the Roadmaster FuseMaster 
on a 2013 Honda CR-V. After figuring 
out how to take the dash apart without 
breaking it, things became easier. On the 
2013 CR-V there is a place where another 
switch can be added, which is perfect for 
the FuseMaster switch. However, I had to 
extend the wiring to reach the fuse panel.

One complaint I have is that, after re-
moving the fuse, there isn’t a socket with 
the two leads to put in its place. Instead, 
you have to push two individual contacts 
into the fuse. I’m afraid that over time, 
and rough bumps, these contacts could 
work loose. Without taking the dash apart 
to see what I am doing, I would have a dif-
ficult time inserting the contacts by feel.
RAINER SOEHNEN
MERCED, CALIF.

FIRST 
TIME  

VISITORS
$10*

 
2 NIGHTS

$250*
 

ANY ONE MONTH —  
OCT, NOV, or DEC

$1595*
 

4, 5, or 6 MONTHS

*Some Restrictions Apply.
Call or email for details.

Offer expires April 30, 2014

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN OWN?
 SUPER SIZE   
 SITES START AT

MAPS, RATES & DISCOUNTS 
www.desertgardensrvpark.com

INQUIRIES & RESERVATIONS
desertgardens@cgmaibox.com

$16,600

520-868-3800

All The Amenities You’d Expect  
At A Price You Can Afford.TRAILER LIFE

DIRECTORY
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P.O. BOX

NOWHERE TO WEIGH
I have enjoyed my subscription to Motor-
Home, and found the information invalu-
able. I have a suggestion. With all of the 
discussion concerning the relation of  
appropriate tire pressure to vehicle weight, 
specifically the proper weighing proce-
dure for a motorhome being by the wheel 
quarters, it would be a great subscriber 
service if MotorHome would maintain a 
registry by state of scale service provid-
ers that provide weighing by the wheel. I 
live in north-central Maryland and the RV 
dealers around here don’t seem to be able 
to point me to a scale operator.
ROBERT TRAVERS l WHITE HALL, MD.

THANKS SMI
I own a Plug-and-Play Smartbox by SMI
and was having trouble with the trans-
mitter. I ordered a new transmitter from 
SMI but the system still would not work. 
SMI told me it was mismatched. I sent 
the transmitter and receiver back to SMI, 
they matched it up and sent it back to 
me with no charge and they even paid the 
shipping. You can’t beat that for service.
JOHN BRENNAN l VIA EMAIL

DEAR “QUICK TIPS”
I have a problem, not a solution. I hope 
that fellow MotorHome readers can help. 
We own a 2013 Winnebago Tour 42GD. 
There is no pantry. Lots of cabinets, lower 
and upper, but no spot to store soup cans 
or jars of jelly, etc. I can’t see what is in 
the back of the cabinets because they 
are so deep. I use plastic “bins” to keep 
things from sliding around, but the bins 
are heavy to lift down to see what is inside. 
The overhead cabinets are all open the en-
tire length. Several doors but no partitions 
inside. I’d love to know about any and all 
ideas y’all have.
SARAH RAYBURN
NORTH FORT MYERS, FLA.

FINDING A SPOT FOR THE GPS
I recently purchased an RV GPS for my 
Class A motorhome. I am wondering where 
other RVers have positioned their GPS? 
The general instructions say to mount the 
bracket on the windshield so the GPS has 
line of sight to the satellites.  With most 
newer Class A motorhomes, it would not 
be possible to reach the GPS touch screen 

if mounted to the windshield. I think 
this could be an interesting question 
to post to your readers for a response.
BERNARD JURGIEL l VIA EMAIL

QUESTION:
If you have an aftermarket GPS, 
where is it positioned in your 
motorhome’s cockpit and why? 
Send your comments to MotorHome, 
2575 Vista del Mar Drive, Ventura, 
CA 93001; or email letters@motor 
homemagazine.com. u

CONTACT
CONTRIBUTE AN ARTICLE: We welcome 
article submissions from our readers. Writers’ 
guidelines are on our website at www.motor 
home.com/contact-us. Articles must in clude 
your Social Security or tax I.D. number. 
Although every reasonable precaution is 
taken, MotorHome assumes no liability for 
unsolicited manuscripts and/or photography.

SUBMIT A QUICK TIP: Quick Tips is our 
forum for RVers to exchange time- and money-
saving ideas and simple tips. Send submis-
sions to MotorHome Quick Tips, 2575 Vista 
del Mar Drive, Ventura, CA 93001, or email 
letters@motorhomemagazine.com. In clude 
photos, illustrations or drawings, if neces-
sary. We’ll pay $35 for each tip we publish.

ASK A TECHNICAL QUESTION: Send ques-
tions for our Coach & Powertrain column 
to MotorHome, 2575 Vista del Mar Drive, 
Ventura, CA 93001 (please include your 
name, city and state). Or email questions 
to tech@motorhomemagazine.com. Selected 
letters will be answered in the magazine, but 
time does not permit individual replies.

RESOLVE A CONFLICT: Hot Line is our 
forum for the resolution of conflicts between 
consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service provid-
ers. After exhausting all other resources, send 
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line (no 
phone calls, please) at 2575 Vista del Mar 
Drive, Ventura, CA 93001 and enclose cop-
ies of appropriate bills and correspondence, 
plus a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
Selected letters will be edited and published 
unless otherwise requested. MotorHome does 
not knowingly accept deceptive or misleading 
advertising; please notify Hot Line if you have 
a contrary experience with any merchandiser 
or service provider advertised herein.

ORDER REPRINTS OR BACK ISSUES: 
Copies of articles are $3.95 each. Specify 
the article title and issue, and send a 
check or money order payable to GS Media 
& Events, plus your name and address, 
to MotorHome, 2575 Vista del Mar Drive, 
Ventura, CA 93001. Permission to reprint or 
quote excerpts from published articles is con-
sidered upon request, when credit is given. ◆

Plus Much More
VISIT US AT

WWW.RVSTAINLESS.COM

(800) 329-2958

Stainless Body ArmorStainless Body Armor

Premier Armor

Stainless Body Armor

Premier Armor

Executive Armor

Premier Armor

Executive Armor

Exterior Step Covers

Executive Armor

Exterior Step Covers
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long U.S. Highway 93 
in Nevada, midway between 
Las Vegas and Great Basin 
National Park, there is a gem 

of a park with buff colored cliffs and 
spires that too many RVers drive right 
by and miss. Cathedral Gorge State 
Park is surrounded by formations of 
silt, clay and volcanic ash, and is easily 
accessible off the main highway. In 
addition to the geology, there is a 
wealth of wildlife, vegetation and 
incredible night skies. We visited the 
park in early fall when temperatures 
reached the 70s during the day and 
50 degrees at night. 

On entry, stop at the impressive 
regional state park visitor center for 
information about the geology and 
wildlife of this high desert environ-
ment. Then continue down the paved 
park road to a 22-site campground 
that is big-rig friendly, with fl at and 
well-groomed sites. Included at the 
sites are shade ramadas, barbeque 
grills and tables. Modern bathrooms 
are also on-site with fl ush toilets and 
hot water showers. Fresh water and 
clean dump facilities are available.

Take a hike on the 4-mile loop 
trail, or check out the Miller Point 
overlook. Meandering through the 
canyon you might see black-tailed 
jackrabbits, cottontail rabbits, pack 

rats, and a number of birds including 
ravens, kestrels and fl ycatchers. There 
is a surprising wealth of vegetation 
along the trail, including white and 
barberry sagebrush, primrose, yucca, 
saltbush and junipers.

If you don’t have the time to 
spend a few days at Cathedral Gorge, 
at least take a few hours and enjoy the 
well-maintained picnic area situated 
in the middle of an incredible canyon. 
You can also see the handiwork 
of the CCC from the mid-1930s, 
which is still in great condition.

For more information, 
call 775-728-4460 or 
visit www.parks.nv.gov/
cg.htm — Morey Edelman

long U.S. Highway 93
in Nevada, midway between 
Las Vegas and Great Basin 
National Park, there is a gem 

of a park with buff colored cliffs and 

CATHEDRAL GORGE STATE PARK, NEVADA
WHERE THE AIR IS DRY AND THE SKIES ARE BRIGHT BLUE
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CORNUCOPIA: A Canadian-style feast

One of my favorite places for fall RV travel is  
Whistler, B.C., Canada, that iconic ski town that resembles a  
Swiss village. In winter, Whistler is best known for copious 
amounts of snow and black-diamond-level skiing. But, in 
November, the town comes alive for foodies with Cornucopia 
(www.whistlercornucopia.com), one of the best food and  
wine festivals in North America.   

At Cornucopia, top restaurants and terrific wineries from 
throughout British Columbia put on a series of extraordinary 
lunches and dinners, many around a particular theme like  
truffles or seafood. There are also plenty of wine tasting 
events, food and wine seminars, and cooking demonstrations, 
all with tastes for the audience. And the best news?  
This year, the event has expanded to 11 days, November 7-17. 

The best place for RVers to set up camp in Whistler is at 
Riverside Resort, a year-round park that’s close to the village. 
The 40-acre campground offers RVers back-in or pull-through 
sites, electricity (30- and 50-amp service), water and sewer, 
free Wi-Fi, and bathrooms and showers with comfy heated 
floors. This 64-site park is a five-minute drive to Cornucopia 
events (15 minutes by bike; 25 minutes by foot) and the  
park offers shuttle service during the festival. 

While some events at Cornucopia can put a dent in your 
pocketbook, there are plenty that are quite affordable. You’ll 
need to check out its website, which describes each event and 
enables you to buy tickets online. Here’s a sampling of what 
you can expect:

FOOD AND WINE SEMINARS 
Viking, maker of high-end ranges, puts on a series of informative 
cooking and wine seminars where experts give the audience reci-
pes, cooking techniques, and ingredient and cooking informa-

tion, as well as samples of dishes paired with B.C. wines, brews, 
spirits, or other beverages. Seminars cost $25-30. 

FOOD AND WINE CELEBRATIONS 
These large affairs offer big spreads of food and samples of 
wine and spirits and other B.C. food products from artisan  
purveyors. Last year, I attended the “Best of B.C.,” which  
featured ribs and salmon cooked outdoors, and sides like po-
tato salad and wild mushroom rice. Wineries such as Arrowleaf 
and Black Hills Estate, and artisan brewers and distillers like 
Granville Island Brewery and Pemberton Distillery offered 
tastes, as did regional coffee, chocolate and cheese makers.

LATE-NIGHT PARTIES 
Last year, Fairmont Chateau Whistler put on a “High Rollers” 
event featuring all-you-can-eat hors d’oeuvres and wines where 
guests gamble for prizes, with winnings going to an animal 
charity. Araxi restaurant offered “Bubbles and Oceans,” a 
champagne and seafood party with oysters, shrimp, and sushi 
paired with an excellent jazz violinist and guitarist.

WINEMAKER LUNCHES AND DINNERS 
These special menus, paired with wines, are the highlight of 
Cornucopia. I attended a lunch where the featured ingredient 
was white Alba truffles, a culinary gem. At a winemaker dinner 
at the Fairmont, dishes included crab cakes, butternut risotto, 
venison medallions, smoked quail and chocolate hazelnut 
tarts. Delicious!

One thing is for sure: you won’t leave Cornucopia hungry. 
And, if you’re a foodie, you’ll come away satisfied and more 
knowledgeable than ever. 
Riverside Resort, 604-905-5533, www.whistlercamping.com

At the “Best of B.C.” event, the town of Whistler resembles a Swiss  
village. Wine and food pairing is a big part of Cornucopia. The food  
and wine seminars, which come with recipes and tastes, are afford- 
able and informative. A crispy meatball was one of the seminar samples. 
Visitors learned how to make meat turnovers. At one of the winemaker 
dinners, lentils with duck leg confit was one of the courses. Steaks  
and salmon are grilled over an open fire.
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A/C PROTECTION
Proper care and maintenance of rooftop air 
conditioners helps them last longer. MaxxAir’s 
Tuff/Maxx is a replacement cover for newer 
standard height Coleman-Mach air condition-
ers, designed to protect them against the rig-
ors of RV travel. Made of tough, high-density 
polyethylene, Tuff/Maxx features a unique 
front bumper design to defl ect tree branches 
and prevent wind lift, while a protective 
rear intake grill prevents damage to the A/C 
condenser coils. Easy to mount, this shroud 
comes with stainless steel hardware and 
clear instructions, and is covered by a limited 
lifetime guarantee o the original purchaser. 
MSRP is $149.95.  
MaxxAir, 316-832 3400, www.maxxair.com
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REDESIGNED 
TUSCANY
No, not that Tuscany … the 2014 
Tuscany luxury diesel motorhomes by 
Thor Motor Coach, Inc. The Tuscany 
XTE’s new front cap is engineered to 
maximize visibility for both driver and 
passenger, and the front entry door is 
the widest in the industry, according to 
the manufacturer. Frameless windows 
throughout the coach are great looking, 
while providing ultimate functionality. 
Residential tile fl ooring and solid surface countertops round out the plush interior. 
The Tuscany, meanwhile, also features new end caps and frameless windows, and 
ride quality has been enhanced via independent front suspension (IFS). Also new 
is the 40RX, a non-tag axle 40-footer featuring amenities like Aqua-Hot heating, 
a 450-HP Cummins engine and elegant hardwood cabinetry. 
Thor Motor Coach, Inc., 800-860 5658, www.thormotorcoach.com or www.tuscanyrv.com 

ELECTRIC CARGO BIKE 
Looking for an alternative to your dinghy vehicle or golf 
cart? The 2X4 electric cargo bicycle by NTS Works of 
Santa Cruz, Calif., might be it. Created by the same 
minds that developed the Zero electric motorcycle, the 
2X4 offers a fl at cargo bed up front that can carry up to 
eight grocery bags. An electric motor powered by a re-
placeable/recyclable lithium-ion battery helps with the 
pedaling, and offers a range of up to 30 miles, accord-
ing to the company. Electric assistance is adjustable via 
a handlebar-mounted display. Retail cost of the 2X4 is 
$4,500, and it’s available directly online through www
.ntsworks.com and through select bicycle shops. 
NTS Works, www.ntsworks.com

Residential tile fl ooring and solid surface countertops round out the plush interior. 
The Tuscany, meanwhile, also features new end caps and frameless windows, and 

13

WHEELS & GEAR   escapesby  CHRIS HEMER

MH1113 Escapes_Wheels_Gear.indd   8/28/13   9:43 AM   - 13 -    (Cyan)MH1113 Escapes_Wheels_Gear.indd   8/28/13   9:43 AM   - 13 -    (Magenta)MH1113 Escapes_Wheels_Gear.indd   8/28/13   9:43 AM   - 13 -    (Yellow)MH1113 Escapes_Wheels_Gear.indd   8/28/13   9:43 AM   - 13 -    (BlacK)



November 2013 l MOTORHOME

THE HOPEMOBILE

escapes  NOTEWORTHY l NEWS BRIEFS

News Briefs
On August 5, the RV/MH Heritage Foundation 
inducted the Class of 2013 into the RV/MH Hall 
of Fame. Those inducted included Craig M. Boll-
man, a housing community developer/operator 
from Mobile Home Communities in Littleton, 
Col.; Theresa M. Desfosses, a housing industry 
veteran of retail, communities and manufactur-
ing from State Manufactured Homes in Old 
Orchard Beach, Maine; Kirwan Elmers, an RV 
bus converter from Custom Coach in Columbus, 
Ohio; C.M. Fore (deceased), an RV manufacturer 
from Foretravel, Inc. in Nacadoches, Texas; 
Lawrence C. Lippert, an RV and MH industry 
supplier from Lippert Components in Goshen, 
Ind.; Thomas P. Meyers, a housing manufacturer 
from Guerdon Industries in Louisville Ky.; Claude 
N. Palmer (deceased), a housing retailer from 
Palmer Homes in Waverly, N.Y.; Mathew Perlot, 
(deceased) an RV manufacturer from Safari 
Motorhomes in Harrisburg, Ore.; and Thomas 
Walworth, an RV and manufactured housing in-
dustry consultant and statistician from Statistical 
Surveys Inc., in Grand Rapids, Mich.

Elkhart, Ind.-based Thor Industries Inc. has been 
named to this year’s 50 Best U.S. Manufactur-
ers list compiled by Industry Week magazine. 
The builder was ranked No. 37 in the listing. 
The publication bases the rankings on key areas 
over a three-year period, including profit margin 
and revenue growth. For the year ending July 31, 
Thor’s preliminary consolidated sales were $3.69 
billion, up 19.6 percent from $3.08 billion last 
year. The company’s RV sales also increased 
more than 23 percent to $3.24 billion.

The Joffrey Ballet recently announced that Mar-
cus Lemonis, chairman and CEO of Camping 
World Inc. and Good Sam Enterprises LLC and 
star of CNBC’s “The Profit,” has made a sub-
stantial leadership gift to support and enhance 
the ongoing work of the Joffrey’s Bridge Pro-
gram, a dance education residency in Chicago 
Public Schools. In recognition of this gift, the 
program will now be known as The Joffrey Ballet 
Lemonis Bridge Program. The Bridge Program 
provides Chicago Public School students in 
grades 1 and 2 with a highly structured dance 
experience where they develop life skills such  
as listening, following directions and respect; 
engaging in creative expression; and practicing 
physical awareness and healthy lifestyle choices. 

14

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(ASPCA) and Farm Sanctuary are bringing hope — the “Hopemobile,”  
that is — to neglected and abused farm animals. The organization’s  
Freightliner Sprinter cargo van was specially designed to transport rescued 
animals and take them to greener pastures in one of three locations in  
New York and California. The van’s exterior sports a life-size photo of a  
rescued calf, named Elijah, in his new home. The motorhome’s custom- 
built interior has removable cages to accommodate various bird species  
and rubber flooring to provide traction for animals. The Sprinter is lined  
with stainless-steel for easy cleaning and is equipped with emergency  
medical kits with fluid bags and IV sets.

Farm Sanctuary’s National Shelter Director Susie Coston said, “We are 
grateful to the ASPCA for providing this state-of-the-art vehicle to make their 
ride as comfortable as possible. We named it the Hopemobile because for 
the frightened and abused animals who will ride in it, it will be the first step 
in their journey to a life free from the fear and pain that all too commonly 
colors the lives of farm animals.” — Donya Carlson

CAMPING WORLD, 
GOOD SAM PLANS 
FOR GROWTH
Camping World Inc. and Good  
Sam Enterprises LLC announced its forecast for expansion and future  
development to meet customer needs for product and service in new  
markets. The new markets will raise the number of supercenters to just  
shy of 115 nationwide. 

Plans are under way to expand the company footprint with additional 
locations in high traffic, outdoor-centric markets within the following 
timeframe and markets:
NOVEMBER: Berkeley (Boston area), Mass.
JANUARY 2014: Coburg (Junction City area), Ore.; Fresno, Calif.;  
Harrisburg, Pa., retail store expansion; Lake Park, Ga. 
FEBRUARY 2014: Saukville (Milwaukee area), Wis.;  
Olive Branch (Memphis area), Miss.
APRIL 2014: Rossford (Toledo area), Ohio; Rapid City, S.D.;  
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Jackson, Miss.

“We are proud to continue our commitment to the U.S. market with 
the opening of these new supercenters and look forward to having custom-
ers in these regions visit their new one-stop location for everything outdoor 
and RV,” said Marcus Lemonis, chairman and CEO of Camping World. 
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Building a Tiffi n takes as long as it takes: fi ve days through the factory, past our careful inspectors’ 
eyes and into the paint shop. Somewhere in the big city, an efficiency expert  is dying to tell us 
how to shave a few cents off our overhead by cutting a few corners.  Well, he can stay there. 
Because what we’re doing is MADE TO MOVE YOU.

WE COULD SPEED UP 

OUR PRODUCTION PROCESS

BUT THEN WE’D BE JUST LIKE

EVERYBODY ELSE.

The 2014 Allegro RED®

TIFFINMOTORHOMES.COM

LAB 024-13, Lewis Communications, 7.875 x 10.5, Motorhome Magazine, Nov. 2013

Tiffin Motorhomes, Circle 126 on Reader Service Card
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Less than two hours 
from Minneapolis–Saint 
Paul and located deep in 
Wisconsin’s North Woods 
is an area so remote that 
locals say organized crime 
fi gures from Chicago used 
to hide out there in the 
1920s, ’30s and ’40s. 
These days it’s a popular 
spot for snowmobiling, 
fi shing and camping. 

Schatzi’s 4 Seasons Resort in Wascott, Wis., has a seasonal campground, two 
cabins and its own lake, called Cranberry Lake. The resort also has snowmobile and 
ATV trails that run through the property, and a restaurant overlooking the lake. The 
on-site 60-seat restaurant, The Chipmunk Bar & Grill, features barbecued pork ribs, 
half-pound hamburgers and Friday night fi sh fries.

Cranberry Lake is fi lled with walleye and northern pike as well as perch, bluegill 
and large- and small-mouth bass. Boaters can follow into a 2,400-acre lake called 
the Minong Flowage as well as ice fi sh during winter.
For more information, call 715-466-4095, or go to www.schatzisresort.com 
— Jeff Crider

WISCONSIN NORTH WOODS HIDEAWAY

Schatzi’s 4 Seasons Resort in Wascott, Wis., has a seasonal campground, two 

escapes   CROSSROADS

The year may be 2013, but 
if you visit Liendo Plantation in 
Hempstead, Texas, the weekend 
before Thanksgiving, you’ll think 
you’ve somehow stepped back in 
time 150 years. That’s because Civil 
War Weekend, an annual two-day 
festival now in its 14th year, is 
underway (Nov. 23-24, 2013).

More than 1,000 re-enactors 
take part, as civilians demonstrating 
Civil War-era life skills, and as soldiers 
doing battle for the North and South. 
A battle is fought each afternoon, and 
this year will include more than 65 

mounted cavalry and 25 cannons. 
One of the days each year the Union 
wins, the other day the Confederates 
prevail, but only the re-enactors know 
the outcome in advance.

The festival will also feature a 
historic fashion show, “pop” music 
of the 1860s played by a period 
orchestra and performances of dances 
of the time. Set up camp at Lone Star 
Yogi RV park (www.JellystoneTexas
.com) just 4 miles away. 
For more information, call 979-826-
3126 or visit www.liendo/org.
— Pamela Selbert ◆

The year may be 2013, but mounted cavalry and 25 cannons. 

CIVIL WAR WEEKEND
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Great TV on the Road… 
   When You Want It!

No matter where your RV takes you, the Tailgater Portable Satellite 
system and Pay-As-You-Go Programming allows you to take your 
favorite TV programs along.

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.800.626.5944    |    CampingWorld.com 

With the DISH Pay-As-You-Go Programming* you
n  Pay for 30 days of programming as you want, when you want
n No contracts
n No charge to start/stop service
n  Service in minutes for only $39.99 per month!

Tailgater by DISH o�ers:
n Quick and easy set up
n Lightweight and compact to fit any space
n Automatically finds satellites 
n HD and SD programming

Call Camping World at 1-888-875-1540 to activate your DISH programming!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.875.1540    |    CampingWorld.com 

* Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Limit one receiver per antenna. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in 
advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable 
Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

With the DISH Pay-As-You-Go Programming* you
n Pay for 30 days of programming as you want, when you want
n No contracts
n No charge to start/stop service
n Ser

Tailgater by DISH o�ers:

CA
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24
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3

#55084 Club SALE $99.95 
Reg. $109.99

#65148 Club SALE $349 
Reg. $379.99

CA022124_080613DISH ad_NOVMH.indd   1 8/6/13   9:21 AM

Dish Network, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card
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arry Singleton has spent the past 30-plus years traveling back 
in time, from the 1800s up through the 1940s, ’50s, sometimes dipping into 
the ’60s. It’s been a full-time job, literally. And there’s a strong chance you’ve 
seen the results of his labor and just didn’t know it.

Singleton is the man who turns those Cracker Barrel Old Country Stores 
just off the interstate into mini-museums of America’s “good old days.” If 
you’ve ever been inside one and looked on the walls or up at the ceiling, you’ve 
likely seen wagon wheels, sleds, antique pots and pans, farm tools, old-time 
portraits, tin signs for companies like Texaco and RC Cola, and much more. 
He visits antique stores, fl ea markets, garage sales, warehouses and other 
unique spots across the country to search for the numerous pieces of memo-
rabilia that fi ll each store and restaurant. When you consider Cracker Barrel 
operates 624 locations in 42 states and every store has more than 1,000 
items inside with no copies or duplicates, the numbers seem staggering. 
And all were handpicked by either Singleton or his parents. “Yeah,” notes 
Singleton with a laugh, “somehow, some way, we’re responsible for every 
piece that’s ever come through or into a Cracker Barrel.”

Now 55 years old, he was still a kid when founder Dan Evins 
built the fi rst store off Highway 109 (near Interstate 40) in Lebanon, 
Tenn. The year was 1969 and Evins wanted to create a place where 
families could feel comfortable stopping while traveling. “He just 
wanted to create the feel of an old country store,” Singleton recalls. 
“He was a Shell Oil distributor so they sold gas to the little country 
stores around this part of the country. He was familiar with them and 
thought the feel and comfort and the way those stores were, would be 
a great place to put out on the interstate.”

Singleton’s parents, Kathleen and Don, owned a local antique 
shop and Evins asked if they’d help decorate that fi rst store. One 
store led to another, then another, and soon Singleton’s parents took 
to the road shopping for antiques — sometimes leaving for 
weeks at a time. Singleton joined them when the trips didn’t 
interfere with school, learning the antique business along 
the way. He became more involved later when his mother 

RECAPTURING AMERICA’S

GOOD 
OL’ DAYS
ONE PIECE AT A TIME
LARRY SINGLETON HAS AN 
UNUSUAL JOB — FINDING 
LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
ARTIFACTS FOR NEW 
CRACKER BARREL LOCATIONS

by  PAM WINDSOR
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stores around this part of the country. He was familiar with them and 
thought the feel and comfort and the way those stores were, would be 
a great place to put out on the interstate.”

shop and Evins asked if they’d help decorate that fi rst store. One 
store led to another, then another, and soon Singleton’s parents took 
to the road shopping for antiques — sometimes leaving for 
weeks at a time. Singleton joined them when the trips didn’t 
interfere with school, learning the antique business along 
the way. He became more involved later when his mother 
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became ill, eventually taking the family 
business over altogether. “They did probably the fi rst 33, 34 stores,” he remembers. 
“They taught me everything.”

Since then, for the past three-and-a-half decades, Singleton has been on a never-
ending search for pieces of America’s past, looking for everything from hammers, hatchets, 
small pieces of furniture, lanterns, dishes, cleaning products, biscuit tins, food canisters 
and more —– the kinds of things you’d fi nd in those old country stores. “The good thing 
about country stores, they sold everything, whatever you needed in America to sustain 
your daily life on the farm or just life, from food to farming tools to whatever you needed.”

And he’s canvassed the country to do it. “We’ve gone out to Arizona over the years, 
we’ve bought stuff from California, we buy a lot of stuff out of Maine, South Carolina, 
a lot of stuff from Texas, we’ve bought stuff from everywhere.”

Items that aren’t snapped up for new stores right away fi nd a temporary home in 
a massive warehouse in Lebanon for use later. Singleton, a tall man with brownish hair, 
glasses, a gray speckled beard and a warm smile, is clearly very much at home there. While 
it’s not open for public showings, he’s happy to take special visitors on a tour pointing out 
some of the nearly 100,000 items on shelf after shelf after shelf. There are all types of 
wooden contraptions, one used to hang and dry clothes, another used to stretch pants. You 
see food items in colorful cans and containers, cigar boxes and tins (remember Prince Albert 
in a can?), and practical homemade items used to supply many of the simple luxuries we 
now take for granted. “Stuff that was used for everything,” notes Singleton as he picks up a 
big, fl at stone. “They warmed those up and put them in the buggy to keep their feet warm. 
Those early cars didn’t have heat.”

Brightly colored soda pop signs dot the warehouse walls. Many are 
from a long list of companies that no longer exist, while others have 
slogans from yesteryear like Pepsi’s “More bounce to the ounce,” and 
Mountain Dew’s promise to “ tickle your innards.”

There are medicinal remedies like a product called Pepgen Tonic 
made by the American Drug Company in Ohio, that touted multiple 
uses as an appetizer, invigorant and even mild laxative. “I bought these 
years ago,” explains Singleton holding one of the boxes. “They’re out of 
Dayton, Ohio so they’ve got a plane (on the front) for the Wright Broth-

ers.” And then, pointing to the listing of a certain special ingredient, he 
adds, “That’s what really cured you, 12 percent alcohol.” He laughs as 
he puts it back with the others. 

Singleton has developed relationships with antique dealers 
around the country who help him expand his search for antiques. 
Dan Cross with Cross Spruce Antiques in Milford, Maine, buys 
estates and in addition to running his own shop, watches out for 

items Singleton might need. “You have to have a good eye for what 
you’re looking for, like Larry looks for certain things for the Cracker 

Barrel design,” says Cross. “You know scrub boards, old tools, instant 
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relatives ….” (They use the term “instant relatives” to refer to photos featuring real people.)
Cross adds that he also pays close attention to where items originated. Singleton makes 

a point, when possible, to return items from a specifi c location back to where they came 
from if Cracker Barrel opens a restaurant in that city or state. “Larry’s always looking for 
certain things that are unique to the local area. A lot of times we fi nd stuff here in Maine 
that’s maybe unique to somewhere like Kentucky or Tennessee or elsewhere. Stuff travels 
back and forth.”

For antiquers — those in the antique business — much of the joy comes from the 
thrill of the hunt and the discovery of that rare, special or unusual fi nd. “I always love 
fi nding things I don’t know what they were used for,” says Singleton. “Years ago this 
guy brought these, they looked like wooden paddles, but they had a hinge on them, a 
little hole inside and a little pin.” He says the paddles sat in his offi ce for a long time 
because he had no idea what they were used for until one day he stumbled across 

an old catalog. “We looked through it and there it was — it was called a slapstick. And 
that’s what they used to make the gun sound when they were doing Vaudeville. They’d 
put a blank in there (between the paddles) and close it … and that’s where slapstick 
comedy comes from.”

Through the years, Singleton says he’s learned quite a bit about history and devel-
oped a deep appreciation for the creative and inventive spirit of early Americans. “They 
were skilled people, they worked with their hands. They made things to last a lifetime, 
things that you could use and if it broke, you could fi x it. I love blacksmith tools and 

anything blacksmiths made because you know that guy was going through the process to 
hammer out and design it. What talent there was, I’m just amazed at what they could do.”

Thanks to his love of that history, Singleton has ended up becoming a vehicle to preserve 
it. When he started the job more than 30 years ago, he did it to continue something his parents 
started and his mother, especially, dearly loved. Now, it’s turned into a legacy of his own, and 
he takes great pride in catching someone like a father and son, or grandfather and grandchild, 

share a little bit of what made America great. “You’re walking down and he’s 
pointing to this and saying ‘This is what we had when we were 

young and this is what it did,’ and you can see 
him wanting to share a little bit of his 
life with his son or his grandson. I love 
seeing people share that.”

And for Singleton, he plans to keep 
on making that possibl e — one store at 
a time. ◆

Pam Windsor is a freelance writer and 
photographer in Louisville, Ky., who en-
joys traveling and sharing the stories of 
the many fascinating people and places 
she fi nds along the way.
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SAVORING
SONOMA

WINERIES ARE ONLY PART OF 
THIS CALIFORNIA REGION’S CHARM

by  LARRY MACDONALD

The rolling vineyard 
hills of Benziger 
Winery near Glen 
Ellen, Calif.
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ention “Sonoma” and most people inevitably think of California 
wines. As well they should. Nearly 300 wineries and a thousand vineyards 
blanket the gently rolling hills of Sonoma County just north of San Fran-
cisco. “The sight of mile after mile of grapevines, in shimmering shades 

of gold and burgundy, is breathtaking,” reported a fellow RVer who visited this area 
last fall. We decided to see for ourselves during our November getaway from chilly 
British Columbia to warmer climes. From California’s Interstate 5, we diverted west 
to the town of Rohnert Park, centrally located near Sonoma Valley, the redwood 
forests and the Pacifi c Ocean. Each of our day trips would be within a half-hour’s 
drive of our campground at Wine Country RV Park.

Our fi rst stop was the California Welcome Center in Santa Rosa, where my wife, 
Sandy, and I learned that Sonoma County is more than just fabled vineyards. The 
area offers a host of visitor options, including adventure tours, natural beauty, cul-
tural and historic sites, eclectic eateries and shops, and of course, multiple wineries 
for wine tasting, known locally as “corkhopping.”

In Santa Rosa we visited several recommended attractions, including  
historic Railroad Square, a collection of specialty shops with turn-of-the-
century architecture and old-town allure; the Charles M. Schulz Museum, a 
fun place depicting the life and works of this celebrated cartoonist and his 
Peanuts characters; and Vintners Inn, a luxury hotel with splendid Spanish 
architecture and beautifully landscaped grounds, set among fi elds of vineyards.

While walking through a courtyard at Vintners Inn, we struck up a conversation 
with the inn’s sommelier, a person trained in the serving of wine. I asked if he could 
recommend a winery tour and he immediately suggested Korbel Champagne Cellars, 
which not only produces the world famous Korbel California Champagnes, but also 
provides free tours and samples. (Most wineries charge for these services, usually 
$10 for four or fi ve samples, although many offer two-for-one coupons.)

The next day, we drove from Santa Rosa on River Road, a winding two-laner, 
which according to our visitor guide “has been compared to driving through Tus-
cany for its magnifi cence.” Undulating hills, towering redwoods and vast stretches 
of vineyards greeted us around every turn as we followed the Russian River to the 
Korbel winery in Guerneville.

23

Clockwise from above: 
The author and his wife, Sandy, 

sip wine while traveling in 
Sonoma County. Wine Country 
RV Park is centrally located in 

Rohnert Park. Walk through 
Armstrong Redwoods to fi nd 

a tree estimated at more than 
1,400 years old. This sign in 

Glen Ellen lists numerous winer-
ies and other local attractions.
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Kathy, our tour guide, provided a 
brief history of the three Korbel brothers 
who emigrated from Czechoslovakia in the 
mid-1800s and eventually settled in the 
Russian River Valley. After several busi-
ness ventures, they began to appreciate 
that the region’s microclimate and soils 
were ideal for cultivating grapes, and 
so they did, focusing on pinot noir and 
chardonnay, the two main varieties used 
in their champagne. Many of the early 
methods of producing champagne, such 
as inducing the in-bottle fermentation of 
the wine to affect carbonation, were done 
by hand using crude and labor-intensive 
mechanical devices. Nonetheless, the 
Korbel business thrived and production 
increased dramatically, at least until  
Prohibition put a temporary halt to the sale 
of alcoholic beverages. Their first case of 
champagne produced after the repeal of 
Prohibition was sent to President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt … “with our regards.” Inci-
dentally, the name “Champagne” cannot 
be legally applied to wines made outside 

the Champagne region of France. How-
ever, the label “California Champagne” 
seems to sidestep that technicality quite 
nicely, even though some states such as 
Oregon ban producers from using the term 
when referring to sparkling wine.

Just a few miles farther northwest of 
Guerneville is Armstrong Redwoods State 
Natural Reserve, which contains more 
than 800 acres of coastal redwood trees. 
The reserve can be accessed by auto for 
a small fee, but we chose instead to walk 
through these stately giants, an experience 
warranting humility and reflection. 

A short distance from the parking lot 
stands the tallest tree — the Parson Jones 
Tree — rising to 310 feet, as well as the 
oldest tree — the Colonel Armstrong Tree 
— estimated to be more than 1,400 years 
old. A display showing historical events 
superimposed on the rings of a cross-
section of trunk puts the longevity into 
perspective. This particular forest sanc-
tuary has remained intact thanks to the 
foresight of Colonel James Armstrong, a 

19th century lumber baron who purchased 
much of this dense redwood forest to  
preserve it for future generations.

Around mid-week we were looking 
forward, with some trepidation, to our 
pre-booked Segway tour of Sonoma, a his-
toric town nestled in its namesake valley. 
Hunt Bailie, our tour guide and owner of 
Sonoma Segway, began with some hands-
on instruction. “Gently lean forward to go 
forward and back to go backward. Tilt the 
handle slightly left or right to turn, and 
stand upright to stop; it’s actually quite 
simple.” And it was … within 10 minutes 
all four riders in our group were zipping 
confidently around the parking lot.

Our first stop was the Gothic-style 
home of a Mexican general, Mariano Gua-
dalupe Vallejo, who was sent here with 
troops in 1834 to prevent Russian ex-
pansion from nearby Fort Ross. In 1846, 
a small rag-tag group of American fron-
tiersmen took over Sonoma and raised a 
homemade flag, the Bear Flag, which has 
since been incorporated into California’s 

Clockwise, top left: The fishing village of Bodega Bay played host to Alfred 
Hitchcock’s movie “The Birds.” A Segway tour includes a stop in front of the  
home of Mexican general Mariano Vallejo. The Charles M. Schulz Museum  
in Santa Rosa depicts the life and works of the famous cartoonist. Korbel  
Cellars offers free tours and samples of its Korbel California Champagnes.

PHOTO: WWW.SONOMACOUNTY.COM

PHOTO: WWW.SONOMACOUNTY.COM
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state flag. Just 26 days later, American 
troops were deployed to claim the territory 
as part of the United States, replacing the 
Bear Flag with the Stars and Stripes.

We leaned forward for several miles 
on a wide, sun-dappled path beneath gi-
gantic eucalyptus trees. Periodically, clus-
ters of people watched us silently glide 
by in joyful amazement, as if we were on 
magic carpets. Our next two stops, Gund-
lach Bundschu and Buena Vista winer-
ies, were opportunities to learn about 
winemaking and to swirl, sip and smile. A 
cute card at the former winery described a  

Sonoma Valley Sobriety Test: “If you can’t 
say ‘Gundlach Bundschu Gewurztramin-
er,’ you shouldn’t be driving!”

I pretended to be a connoisseur by 
swirling and commenting on the “legs” of 
the wine; that is, how long it clings to the 
glass. Our server disputed my assumption 
that longer legs indicate higher quality. “Not 
so,” he said. “Viscosity maybe, but not qual-
ity.” I couldn’t wait to share this tidbit with 
fellow RVers at our next happy hour.

Later, pausing beside a vineyard, Bai-
lie encouraged us to sample some freshly 
picked grapes to appreciate why wine-
makers dispose of the seeds. Biting into a 
plump red grape, the sweet juices excited 
my taste buds. Chewing on the seeds, 
however, produced a pungent taste, more 
akin to old leather than a fine wine.

Our final stop was the sturdy stone-
walled building of the Vella Cheese Factory 
where, since 1931, the Vella family has 
been making cheese by hand. Our visit 
concluded in its small storefront, nibbling 
away on a variety of award-winning cheeses, 
including Asiago, cheddar and Habañero 

Jack. They were so delicious we ended up 
purchasing a couple of packages. By the 
end of our tour, we all felt like Segway 
pros, just as Bailie predicted. What a fun 
and informative way to spend a few hours, 
topped off with a complementary bottle of 
wine to boot.

Afterward, we explored the cobbled 
alleyways surrounding the town’s plaza, 
poked through quaint shops and art gal-
leries, lunched at a friendly pub, and sam-
pled chocolate truffles. Adjacent Mission 
San Francisco Solano de Sonoma is one of 
the last established Franciscan missions 
in California, founded in 1823. It is also 
the oldest building in Sonoma and has 
since become a historic landmark.

The next day, we returned to the So-
noma Valley to tour Benziger Family Win-

FOR MORE INFORMATION

ARMSTRONG REDWOODS  
STATE NATURAL RESERVE
707-869-2015, www.parks.ca.gov

BENZIGER FAMILY WINERY
888-490-2739, www.benziger.com

JACK LONDON  
STATE HISTORIC PARK
707-938-5216, www.parks.ca.gov

KORBEL CHAMPAGNE CELLARS
707-824-7000, www.korbel.com

SONOMA SEGWAY
707-938-2080,
www.sonomasegway.com

VELLA CHEESE FACTORY
800-848-0505,
www.vellacheese.com

WINE COUNTRY RV PARK
707-795-9333,
www.winecountryrvparksonoma.com

SONOMA

Mission San Francisco Solano de Sonoma 
is the oldest building in Sonoma.
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measure our success through the satisfaction of the most loyal customers in the industry.

We’re more than a motorcoach manufacturer. We’re a partner in the pursuit of your passion.

Call 800-854-1344 or visit AmericanCoach.com to build a customized American Coach  
that’s all your own.

2014 AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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SAVORING SONOMA

ery in Glen Ellen, which according to Wine 
Spectator magazine, “may be the most 
comprehensive vineyard visit offered by 
any winery in California.” Mike, our tour 
guide, took us by tram up into the vine-
yards, stopping on a panoramic overview 
to explain their environmentally friendly 
approach to winemaking, which uses bio-
logical pest control instead of insecticides, 
and compost instead of artificial fertilizers 
in their quest to produce the finest grapes. 
We then moved on to the processing area 
to learn how their wine is made.

When the grapes are ripe, usually in 
September, they are immediately hand 
picked and crushed. The resulting juice 
is fermented in large stainless steel vats, 
then transferred to oak barrels for the 
aging process. Underground cellars are 
used to store the wine for up to two years 
at constant temperature and humidity lev-
els. Finally, when the wine has suitably 
matured, it is filtered, bottled and packed 
for shipping, or in our case for sampling. 

Also in Glen Ellen is Jack London 
State Historic Park, which includes the 

famed author’s beloved ranch and 800 
acres of spectacular land on which he 
spent his final years, from 1905 until his 
death in 1916. A well-maintained path 
leads to his gravesite.

To return to our campground, we took 
a shortcut on Bennett Valley Road, wind-
ing our way through magnificent canyons 
and hillside vineyards, all in full fall splen-
dor. This road, with several narrow sec-
tions and sharp turns, is not suitable for 
large motorhomes.

The Pacific Ocean beckoned so we 
drove out to the beautiful fishing village 
of Bodega Bay. The town and nearby 
hamlet of Bodega provided the setting for 
Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller “The Birds,” 
produced in 1963. St. Teresa’s Church 
and the memorable white schoolhouse 
are still there, although the latter is a pri-
vate residence. We had lunch overlooking 
the expansive bay at the Tides Wharf Res-
taurant, where Hitchcock aficionados can 
read relevant news articles and view pho-
tos of various scenes shot in the movie. 
The sandy beaches, rocky coastline and 

Larry MacDonald is a Canadian free-
lancer who sold his “sticks and bricks” 
home several years ago and now travels 
full time with his wife, dog and cat. He 
enjoys writing about life on the road.

crashing waves north along U.S. Highway 
1 provided many photo opportunities, 
although I never quite managed to get a 
flock of angry birds in any of my pictures.

Our final day included a visit to the 
small town of Healdsburg, its Spanish-
style plaza bordered by trendy restaurants, 
antique stores, art galleries, jewelry stores 
and, of course, wine tasting rooms. We 
were so captivated by its charm that we ran 
out of daylight before we had a chance to 
drive up into the mountains for a reported 
bird’s-eye view of the Russian River Valley.

A week wasn’t long enough to see all 
that Sonoma County has to offer, but it 
did provide a taste that would tempt us to  
return. Not only did we acquire a barrel 
full of memories, we also headed south 
with a case of fine wines to share with  
fellow RVers. I’m sure we’ll be extra popu-
lar this winter because of our trip. u

Pleasure Way, Circle 125  on Reader Service Card
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ADVENTUROUS AUTUMN 
IN NEW HAMPSHIRE’S

WHITE MOUNTAINS
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THIS REGION IS PACKED WITH EXHILARATING RECREATION, 
HISTORICAL CHARM AND STUNNING SCENERY

by  LISA DENSMORE
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s I traveled across the sky, the
red and orange landscape rushed 
by in a blur as if Monet had brushed 
the color from his painter’s palette. 
Paul, one of my two guides, stood 

on the platform suspended in an impos-
sibly tall hemlock, pumping his palms in a 
downward motion, the “slow down” signal. I 
touched my leather-gloved hand to the cable 
above my head and felt myself decelerate. 
The harder I pressed, the more my speed 
dropped. With surprising control, I coasted 
onto the platform. Paul quickly unclipped 
my harness from the cable, clipped me to 
a safety line then turned his attention to the 
next zip-liner, a 50-something mom from 
Wisconsin touring New Hampshire with her 
20-something daughter. Our adventuresome 
group of 10 also included my son Parker 
(age 16), two middle-aged couples from Aus-
tralia and Rhode Island, and our guides Paul 
and Neal.

I relaxed and looked around from my 
treetop perch. The oranges, reds and yel-

Opposite page, clockwise from top: Fly from tree to tree on the zip line 
canopy tour at Omni Mount Washington Resort. This unique canopy tour 
features dual-cable construction with two separate cables. Cascade Path 
Trail near Waterville Valley leads to a series of cascades and waterfalls. The 
Mount Washington Cog Railway, the world’s fi rst mountain-climbing cog train, 
ascends to the 6,288 foot summit of the highest peak in the Northeast.

s I traveled across the sky, thes I traveled across the sky, the
red and orange landscape rushed 
by in a blur as if Monet had brushed 
the color from his painter’s palette. 

on the platform suspended in an impos-
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LAKES REGION LOOP (75 MILES)

From I-93, follow Route 3 from Ashland 
through Holderness on the east side of 
Squam Lake where “On Golden Pond” 
was fi lmed. Continue south on Route 3 
down the western shore of Lake Winnipe-
saukee (location of the fi lm, “What About 
Bob?”). In Weirs Beach, continue south 
on Route 11 along the lake. At Alton Bay, 
turn north on Route 28A, then Route 28 
to Wolfeboro. Continue up the east side 
of the lake on Route 109 to Moultonboro. 
Turn west on Route 25, closing the loop 
at the junction with Route 3 in Meredith.
 

MOUNTAIN REGION LOOP 
(100 MILES)

From I-93 in Lincoln, go east on Route 
112 (Kancamagus Highway) to Conway. 
Head northwest through North Conway on 
Route 302/16. In Glen, continue west on 
Route 302 through Crawford Notch and 
Bretton Woods to Twin Mountain. Turn 
south on Route 3 then on to I-93 south, 
which narrows to two lanes through Fran-
conia Notch State Park. Close the loop 
just beyond the park in Lincoln.

Two famous routes 
for leaf-peeping

ADVENTUROUS AUTUMN IN NEW HAMPSHIRE’S WHITE MOUNTAINS

lows came into focus, the myriad leaves 
of maple, birch, oak and beech at the 
peak of their autumn show. A canopy tour 
at Bretton Woods was certainly a unique 
way to see the fall foliage in New Hamp-
shire’s White Mountains. Instead of look-
ing at the trees from a roadside pullout or 
a hiker’s overlook, I was in them!

Zip lines are well named. You literally 
zip visually and audibly from one platform 
to the next. I was held aloft by a harness 
and roller system that traveled along a 
cable and made a loud zipping sound as 
I accelerated. When the guide gave the 

word, I rested my hands over the rollers 
above my head, picked up my feet and left 
the rest to gravity.

While many destinations have zip 
lines, most are set up as parallel cables 
in which two people zip side-by-side. 
Bretton Woods has that, too, but the big-
ger draw is its canopy tour. Patterned after 
the rainforest tours in Costa Rica, Bretton 
Woods’ arbor-top attraction is a succes-
sion of a dozen progressively longer and 
faster cables that zigzag almost a mile 
down the side of the mountain.

It was a thrill to fl y from tree to tree. 

32

Hike to the summit of Mount Major for 
spectacular views of Lake Winnipesaukee.

Tranquil Echo Lake is located at the north-
ern end of Franconia Notch State Park.

In 1944, diplomats from around the world gathered here at Mount Washington Hotel 
Resort to establish the International Monetary Fund.

Flume Gorge in Franconia Notch is a 2-mile self-guided nature walk through a spec-
tacular natural chasm with covered bridges, waterfalls and incredible mountain views.
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At first, I felt like a Bond girl escaping 
evil henchmen. Then, on one of the high-
er cables which crossed a broad ravine, I 
felt like an eagle soaring over the forest.  
I glanced to my right and got an expansive 
view of the Presidential Range towering 
above the historic Omni Mount Wash-
ington Hotel. In 1944, diplomats from 
around the world gathered at this massive, 
white, palace-like landmark to establish 
the International Monetary Fund.

One of my goals for this trip was to 

get to the top of the Mount Washington, 
the high point in the Presidential Range, 
elevation 6,266 feet, the tallest peak in 
the northeastern United States. With the 
leaves at their peak color, the view from 
atop Washington sounded particularly  
appealing. However, my son was more in-
terested in things we could do rather than 
see, which is why we were touring New 
Hampshire. The Granite State offered 
endless options for both of us beginning 
with its marquee mountain.

You can reach the summit of Mount 
Washington by hiking, driving up the 
7.6-mile-long Mount Washington Auto 
Road or riding the Mount Washington Cog 
Railway, an old-fashioned steam engine 
that slowly, deliberately chugs upward on 
a narrow-gauge track. A frequent visitor 
to, and former resident of New Hamp-
shire, I’ve been to the top of Mount Wash-
ington all three ways. (Note: Some vehi-
cles, including RVs, are not permitted on 
the Mount Washington Auto Road due to  
the steep, winding climb.) Regardless 
of how you get there, on a clear day, the 
top of Mount Washington is worth putting 
on your to-do list. The journey takes you 
through the most expansive Alpine zone 
in the northeastern United States, which 
is surprisingly colorful during the fall, 
its rare sedges, alpine cranberries and 
ground covers turning the terrain a patch-
work of blond, cerise and deep purple. 
The summit has a cafeteria, gift shop and 
several historic buildings, not to mention 
the weather observatory where, in 1934, 
the wind was clocked at 231 MPH, the 
highest surface wind speed ever recorded 
in the world.

On this clear fall day from the zip lines 
across the valley, it was hard to imagine 
such a tempest. All seemed calm, except 
for my heart rate, which raced from the ex-
citement of zipping down a mountainside. 
As each person in our group rappelled 
down from the last platform, I glanced at 
my watch. The morning had melted away. 
We would need to hurry to make our 1:00 
p.m. appointment to go rock climbing, an-
other outdoor adventure offered at Bretton 
Woods, no experience necessary. Person-
ally, I would rather examine small rocks in 
a rock shop than climb oversize ones on 
the side of a mountain, but John, our in-
structor, assured me it would be easy and 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

LIVING WATER CAMPGROUND
603-846-5513,
www.livingwatercampground.com

MOUNT WASHINGTON AUTO ROAD
www.mtwashingtonautoroad.com

MOUNT WASHINGTON  
COG RAILWAY
603-278-5404, www.thecog.com

MOUNT WASHINGTON RESORT-
BRETTON WOODS
800-314-1752,
www.brettonwoods.com

TARRY HO CAMPGROUND
603-846-1026, www.tarryho.com

TIMBERLAND CAMPGROUND
603-466-3872,
www.timberlandcampgroundnh.com

TWIN MOUNTAIN KOA
800-562-9117,
www.koa.com/campgrounds/ 
twin-mountain

WATERVILLE VALLEY RESORT
800-468-2553, www.waterville.com

WHITE 
MOUNTAINS

www.blueox.com ADV0027TL

Say goodbye to 

“white-knuckle” steering 

and put the fun back  

into driving.

Forces like 

strong crosswinds,  

uneven pavement 

and front-tire blowout  

can push your motorhome 

off course and  

into harm’s way. 

To give you more 

confidence, safety 

and peace of mind, 

Blue Ox®  now 

offers a full line of 

steering control products.  

TruCenter™

TigerTrak™
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WE CAN’T GUARANTEE
THE SUN WILL SHINE,
GEYSERS WILL SPOUT
OR LEAVES WILL TURN
GOLDEN-RED FOR YOU.
BUT IF YOUR RV BREAKS,
YOU WON’T PAY TO FIX IT.
GUARANTEED.*

Eliminate worry about major repair expenses with an investment in Good Sam Extended Service Plan (ESP). 

With ESP, if you experience a breakdown, you simply call us. We will direct you to our closest preferred 

service provider. You can also choose to take it to your repair facility of choice. Good Sam will pay the facility 

directly, and ensure that the appropriate repairs are made. With coverage that complies with stringent 

insurance regulations, you can be assured Good Sam will be there when you 

need it. Find out more and get a free quote online at GoodSamESP.com 

or call 866-457-7348. It’s guaranteed peace of mind. 

* All program benefits are subject to the limitations set forth in the current terms and conditions. ESP is available to U.S. residents only.  
Not available to Canadian residents. Designed for the Good Sam Club by Affinity Brokerage, LLC.  ADMH7348NOV13

1-866-457-7348
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm & Sat 9am-1pm CST

GSP25860 - 0813
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ADVENTUROUS AUTUMN IN  
NEW HAMPSHIRE’S WHITE MOUNTAINS

just behind me. Parker and his bike road a 
couple of chairs back. With no one to talk 
to, I relaxed, letting my feet dangle, and 
took a few photographs.

Once at the top, we weren’t sure 
where to go. We turned to the lift atten-
dant for advice.

“Take the Upper Snows Mountain 
Trail,” she coached us, “It’s a wide, gentle 
descent and there’s a great waterfall at the 
first bridge.”

The trail was indeed gentle, a dirt 
road really and not intimidating. We 
coasted down the path winding around its  
elongated curves. The dense hardwood 
forest on either side of us seemed aglow in 
the speckled rays of sunshine, the leaves 
dripping rich red and ochre.

As instructed, we parked our bikes at 
the bridge. The cascade was pretty, but 
underwhelming. There had to be more. I 
spotted a trail to our left and proposed we 
follow it, leaving our bikes at the bridge. 
Within a few steps, we came to a lovely 
waterfall that spilled into a deep clear 
pool. We followed the trail a little farther 
and discovered a series of beautiful wa-
terfalls. We had wandered into a hidden 
Eden. It was so peaceful and pretty that 
we didn’t want to leave.

Eventually, we returned to our bikes 
and finished our ride, which meandered a 
mile or so farther through the woods then 
curved back toward the base of Snows 
Mountain along a rock-speckled river. 
Maple leaves drifted in the water, fell like 
random red feathers through the air and 
adorned the shoreline giving the path a 
rosy glow. I stopped to take another photo.

“What shall we do tomorrow?” asked 
Parker, pulling up beside me.

We had lots of options, horseback  
riding at Black Mountain, visiting the  
New England Ski Museum at the base 
of Cannon Mountain and then taking the 
tram to the summit of Cannon appealed 
to me, not to mention my goal of reach-
ing the top of Mount Washington. New 
Hampshire’s White Mountains offer so 
many possibilities for adventure, I wanted 
to experience it all. u

Lisa Densmore (www.lisadensmore.com) 
has been writing and traveling for more 
than 25 years. When she’s not exploring 
interesting places in North America, she 
parks in Red Lodge, Montana.

enjoyable. The things we do for our kids!
Tethered to John by a red nylon rope, 

he patiently coached me up the rock face. 
The ascent required primarily a “go for it” 
attitude and a sense of balance rather 
than arm and leg strength. Upon reaching 
the top, Parker claimed it the most fun he 
had ever had. I was pleased, not only at 
his delight but also by the view, another 
cascade of color. Even better, we didn’t 
have to down-climb. We simply hiked a 
short way to a chairlift then rode to the 
base area while ogling yet another view of 
crimson and gold-washed hills and valleys 
below stunning 4,000-foot peaks.

As a lifelong skier, I have gratefully 
taken chairlift rides to the top of ski areas 
in the winter, but during my autumn visit 
to New Hampshire, I gained an entirely 
different appreciation of them when the 
ground is bare rather than white. I was 
also impressed by how many things you 
can do at the various ski resorts in the 
Granite State when there’s no skiing. The 
ski areas are all relatively close to each 
other, an hour or less from most camp-
grounds and easily accessible from Inter-
state 93. Even better, most of the offer-
ings are beginner-friendly for those who 
want a taste of adventure as an appetizer 
to a delicious dinner, a sip of fine wine and 
other accoutrements of civilization.

As another example, prior to arriving 
at Bretton Woods, Parker and I explored 
the Waterville Valley Resort an hour to the 
south. Waterville Valley was the brainchild 
of Tom Corcoran, an Olympic skier during 
the 1950s. Though Corcoran was one of 
top winter athletes of his era, he believed 
the key to a ski area’s success was offering 
lots of user-friendly terrain, as the bulk of 
the skiing population was at the begin-
ner to intermediate level. The philosophy 
has carried over to the resort’s off-season 
offerings, including paddle-boarding on 
Corcoran Lake in the middle of the resort 
and mountain biking on its ski trails.

My son and I were neophytes at 
mountain biking. With much encourage-
ment from Waterville’s bike rental shop, 
we decided to give it a try. As instructed, 
we followed the resort bike path to the 
bottom of a chairlift on Snows Mountain 
near the resort’s public golf course. I got 
on the chairlift first, then a helpful lift 
attendant loaded my bike onto the chair Vo
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VOGTRV.COM
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LEISURE TRAVEL TOURING COACHES

JAYCO MOTORHOMES

FULL LINE TIFFIN DEALER

(800)678-4222
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all has arrived and I’m not ready for 
the rain. I’m also not ready to give up RVing 
for the season. 

In the Pacific Northwest, when the 
rain starts on the damp west side, people 
in-the-know head for the sunny high desert 
of Central Oregon and the town of Bend, 
a delightful mecca of cool museums, brew 
pubs and outdoor activities that make a per-
fect RV escape.

We start late on Friday afternoon, but 
the traffi c is light on U.S. Highway 26. 
It’s spitting rain when we leave and, as we 
climb toward Mount Hood through the thick 
canopy of the Mount Hood National Forest, 
the rain becomes more insistent and fi nally 
turns to snow. Fall has fi rmly arrived in the 
Cascades and 16 inches of the white stuff 
has already fallen at Mount Hood Meadows, 
a popular ski destination. 

After cresting the summit, the fi r and 
cedar forests of the west side give way 
to pine and manzanita and the rain less-
ens and the sky lightens. By the time we 
reach the wheat-colored grasses and sage 
of Central Oregon, the rain has stopped. We 
motor down to the little settlement of Warm 
Springs through a magnifi cent canyon cut 
by the Deschutes River and spot a sign for 
fry bread, a Native American treat. We pull 
off and pony up $3 for a dinner-plate-sized 
disk of puffy, freshly fried dough liberally 
dusted with powdered sugar. 

We pass a turnout where die-hard 
fi shermen cast their fl ies into the chilly, 
fast-moving river and climb out of the can-
yon into high desert fi elds of onions, beets 
and winter wheat. The sun weakly burns 
through the clouds. At least it’s not raining! 

We drive through Madras, a little up-
and-coming town that sits at 2,437 feet el-
evation, where we top off the gas tank. Nine 
miles south of town, we stop for the night at 
one of our favorite parks, the Madras/Culver 
KOA. As we pull in, the sun peeks from be-
hind the clouds to give us a blast of warmth. 

The KOA here is a neat-as-a-pin camp-
ground that features full- and partial-hookup 
sites, extra-long pull-through spaces, grass 
and shade, a nice pool and kids’ area, and 
super-clean showers. My favorite, however, 
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AN AUTUMN ESCAPE TO 

CENTRAL
OREGON
EAST OF THE 
CASCADE MOUNTAINS 
LIES A HIGH DESERT 
LANDSCAPE FILLED 
WITH RUGGED 
CANYONS, LAVA 
BEDS AND BRILLIANT 
FALL COLOR

by  B OBBIE HASSELBRING 

Right: A solar shower house in the camp-
ground at Tumalo State Park, which is 
located along the Deschutes River. Far right: 
A hiker crosses a bridge on the Deschutes 
River on the short walk to Benham Falls.
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AN AUTUMN ESCAPE TO 

CENTRAL
OREGON

Brilliant fall foliage 
highlights the high-
way on an Oregon 
road trip.
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is the pancake breakfasts ($3) cheerfully 
served by the staff.

The following morning (after a few 
too many pancakes), we motor south 
on U.S. Highway 97. Though the area’s 
iconic mountains — the Three Sisters, 
Three Fingered Jack and Mount Bachelor 
— are all hidden in mist, the clouds are 
doing their best Maxfi eld Parrish impres-
sion and the temperature has risen to a 
balmy 60 degrees. 

We pass a bridge that crosses over the 
Crooked River Gorge. Most motorists whiz 
past this pullout, but it’s worth a stop to 
peer into the craggy, almost vertical canyon 
walls. We drive through the burg of Terre-
bonne and, to the east, spot the rocky spires 
of Smith Rock State Park. This is a day-use 
area that’s popular with rock climbers and 
a great place to enjoy a picnic. 

We spot a small sign for Petersen 
Rock Gardens. Intrigued, we turn off 
Highway 97 onto Young Avenue, then right 
on 77th. We meander a bit, wondering if 
we’re on a goose chase, but soon we see 
more signs and arrive at an old farmhouse 
surrounded by an amazing rock garden. 
We pay the small fee and wander amidst 
bridges, castles, and entire towns in min-
iature made from local lava rock and semi-
precious stones. The high desert of Oregon 
is a rockhound’s paradise and its bounty is 
evidenced by this creative display.

Instead of getting back on Highway 
97, we follow our GPS on to the Old Bend-
Redmond Highway to Tumalo State Park, 
our home for the night. It’s late in the sea-
son so several of the many loops in this park 
are closed, but Loop A has plenty of level, 
paved spots with water/electric or full hook-

ups at the bargain price of $26. It also has 
picnic tables, fi re rings, big solar showers, 
and the clean, herbal smell of sagebrush. 

Once settled in our campsite, we 
spend the afternoon hiking along the 
Deschutes River. Our dogs are more inter-
ested in digging up ground squirrels under 
every rock, but they reluctantly follow us 
along the spectacular river trail. As dark-
ness falls, we’re surrounded by a deep 
quiet only found in the desert. 

DESERT MUSEUM, 
LAVA FLOWS, WATERFALLS
The next morning, we wake feeling re-
freshed to broken clouds. We drive a few 
miles on U.S. Highway 20 past Bend, at 
80,000-plus people, the largest city in 
Central Oregon, and then south on High-
way 97. Our destination this morning is 

Clockwise from top: Newberry 
National Volcanic Monument 

provides a unique opportunity to 
view the Lava Lands of central 
Oregon. North of Bend, along 

Highway 97, Petersen Rock 
Gardens features detailed struc-

tures built entirely from rocks. 
Deschutes Brewery is one of 12 

artisan breweries in Bend. A 
Wanderlust guide provides natural 

history as we explore the Boyd 
Cave, a lava tube near Bend. A 

pioneer wagon at The High Desert 
Museum provides a glimpse into 

early life and transportation in the 
high desert of Central Oregon. 

Clockwise from top: Newberry 
National Volcanic Monument 

provides a unique opportunity to 

A N  AU T U M N  E S C A PE 
TO CENTRAL OREGON
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Coachmen RV, a Division of Forest River, Inc.,  
A Berkshire Hathaway Companywww.coachmenrv.com

Whether upsizing or downsizing, 
we believe in uncompromised value  

and that luxury should be a�ordable ...
... and have for 50 years.

When it comes to luxury, value and reliability, you can count on Coachmen to deliver.
For half a century, generations have relied on Coachmen, the overall top selling brand name in the nation, to provide uncompromised value 
with practical innovations and luxury. It’s the brand that your father owned; it’s the brand that your grandfather trusted. It’s today’s brand 
that is still leading the pack in value, innovation and dependability. Whether you are ready to upsize into one of Coachmen’s Mirada or 
Encounter Class A motorhomes or downsize to one of Coachmen’s leading Leprechaun, Freelander or Concord Class C motorhomes … you 
can do so with confidence that you will find the right product to meet your needs and satisfy your desire for the finer things in life, at an 
affordable price. Whichever way you are moving, Coachmen offers the luxury, value and reliability you have come to expect for 50 years.  
Coachmen, a brand that you can trust.

Please visit www.coachmenrv.com or call 800.353.7383 and ask for a free brochure and the name of your nearest dealer. Let 
Coachmen RV take your family RVing into the next 50 years.

... and have for 50 years.... and have for 50 years.
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Bobbie Hasselbring is a frequent con-
tributor to MotorHome and editor of 
www.realfoodtraveler.com, which covers 
authentic food and travel. Bobbie owns 
a Class C Jayco Greyhawk SS.

AN AUTUMN ESCAPE TO CENTRAL OREGON

the High Desert Museum, a world-class 
museum that celebrates the plants, ani-
mals and natural history of the high des-
ert. We wander through the many galleries 
— exhibits filled with Gila monsters, bob-
cats, Canadian lynx and the Hall of Set-
tlement and Exploration, which features 
dioramas of the area’s Native Americans, 
early trappers, emigrants and miners. The 
museum has created an entire town with 
sound effects that includes a saddle shop, 
assay office, mercantile and Chinese store 
that visitors can walk through. The exhib-
its go on and on — the Spirit of the West 
gallery explores “leapers and creepers,” 
snakes, frogs, geckos and more; and the 
Hall of Plateau Indians features a big tule 
mat summer tipi as well as colorful and 
intricate embroidery, shell work, hand- 
beaded dresses and moccasins. 

Outdoors, the museum is even more 
impressive. We walk along pine-shaded 
paths past big bronze sculptures of elk, 
bear and pronghorn. But it’s the birds of 
prey exhibit that’s really breathtaking. The 
museum houses native birds too injured 

to return to the wild — and seeing bald 
eagles, golden eagles and great-horned 
owls up close is humbling. When a golden 
eagle stretches its wings, we’re awed by her 
7-foot wingspan that, in the wild, would 
carry it over a 60-square-mile territory. 

Exhilarated by the High Desert Mu-
seum, we churn a couple of miles south 
on Highway 97 and spot a sprawling field 
of black lava surrounding a large cinder 
cone. More than 750,000 years ago,  
Central Oregon was a hotbed of volcanic 
activity. As lava flowed from Newberry Vol-
cano, it cooled and shrank, leaving large 
buttes like this cinder cone and miles of 
craggy lava strewn across the landscape. 
This is Newberry National Volcanic Monu-
ment and site of Lava Lands Visitor Center. 
As we pull off the shoulder to snap a few 
photos, the sun skirts a cloud and streams 
onto the lava field, forming a beautiful 
rainbow over the mountain of lava. 

Lava Lands Visitor Center is closed 
for the season and, while we could hike 
into the lava beds, instead we turn off at 
the Center and drive 4 miles down a nar-
row road to the parking area for Benham 
Falls. We snug the rig under the pines, 
leash up the dogs and head off along the 
Deschutes River on an old railroad-bed-
turned-hiking-trial that used to service the 
area’s logging industry. The trail, wide and 
flat and wheelchair accessible, is only a 
mile round trip. And though the sun has 
disappeared and it’s starting to mist, it’s 
a pleasant jaunt to the falls, a turbulent 
gush of water swirling through steep can-
yon walls. We’re surprised to see loads of 
people — parents pushing strollers, young 
couples with dogs and daypacks, groups 
of older hikers — out enjoying the trail, 
despite the iffy weather. 

The area’s volcanic activity has left 
plenty of lava tubes and caves and we’re 
keen to explore them. After our falls hike, 
we drive a short distance to Lava River 
Cave, but we’re disappointed to find a gate 
preventing entrance. While fewer crowds 
are a plus during fall, some attractions 
are closed for the season. Undaunted, we 
make a few phone calls and hook up with 
Wanderlust Tours, a local group that leads 
visitors through local sights like Boyd Cave. 
While Boyd isn’t open to the general pub-
lic, Wanderlust has a special permit to take 
visitors into its fragile ecosystem. 

With our guide, we stop at what looks 
like sagebrush covered land and hike a 
quarter mile to a crack in the earth with 
a steep metal staircase descending into 
the gloom. Discovered in 1920 by a man 
scouting for timber, the cave is one of 15 
in the Arnold Cave system.

We flip on our helmet lights and 
scramble over rocks to walk along the room-
sized tunnel. It’s cool year-round, about 45 
degrees, and Native Americans used these 
caves to store food in the summer. Unlike 
limestone caves that have stalagmites and 
stalactites (rock icicles), lava caves are 
made up of basalt, silica, and white opal 
and the walls are relatively smooth. We 
spot tiny bats, their fuzzy coats huddled 
against the ceiling. At one point, our guide 
turns off our lights. The inky black and the 
silence are so deep it feels as though we’ve 
fallen like Alice in Wonderland into some 
otherworldly dimension. 

It’s late afternoon by the time we re-
turn to Bend’s small, walkable downtown. 
The rain has stopped and the sun is shin-
ing so we grab a sub sandwich at the New 
York Deli and spend a couple of hours pok-
ing around the town’s interesting shops 
and strolling along the river at Drake Park. 

Then we head to the Old Mill District, 
a former timber mill that’s been convert-
ed into an upscale shopping area. We’re 
amazed when we see a strange looking 
craft that’s part bar, part bicycle peddle 
by. This is CyclePub, an innovative roving 
bar that lets people cycle around town and 
simultaneously drink craft beer. In recent 
years, Bend has redefined itself as an arti-
san beer town and, with 12 breweries, it’s 
become one of the hottest brewing cities in 
the country. In fact, there are more brewer-
ies per capita here than in any other city 
in the U.S. We join the fun by quaffing a 
couple of pints at Good Life Brewing. 

Alas, all good things must come to an 
end, and it’s nearly 6 p.m. when we pack up 
and head toward Mount Hood and home. 
As we drive westward into a black wall of 
clouds ahead, we know we’re heading into 
rain. No worries, we can always come back 
to our sunny oasis in Central Oregon. u

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CENTRAL OREGON  
VISITORS ASSOCIATION
800-800-8334,
www.visitcentraloregon.com

HIGH DESERT MUSEUM
541-382-4754,
www.highdesertmuseum.org

MADRAS/CULVER KOA
800-562-1992,
www.madras-koa.com

TUMALO STATE PARK
800-551-6949,
www.oregonstateparks.org

WANDERLUST TOURS
800-962-2862,
www.wanderlusttours.com

BEND

MADRAS
SISTERS
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otorhome braking with a 
dinghy in tow can never be too 
good. While the service brakes 
in all motorhomes are adequate 
for stopping the gross vehicle 
weight rating of the motorhome, 

longer stopping distances can be expect-
ed when towing a vehicle. The problem is 
exacerbated in gasoline-powered motor-
homes that can’t take advantage of an 
engine or exhaust brake commonly found 
on diesel motorhomes.

SILENT PARTNER
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THE NEW STEALTH BRAKE SYSTEM 
FROM HOPKINS MANUFACTURING 

IS AN EFFECTIVE SOLUTION FOR 
DINGHY BRAKING

by  OWEN MITCHELL

The Stealth kit includes a brake controller (lower left) and actuator 
unit (foreground) plus other hardware for inertia-sensed dinghy braking. 

Stealth dinghy braking 
system was installed 

on a 2011 Honda CR-V 
towed by a 35-foot Ford 

chassis motorhome.

The Stealth controller can be adjusted 
for braking effect, and it signals when 
the dinghy brakes are actuated. 
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SILENT PARTNER

Aside from increased safety, legality 
is another item that suggests the value 
of dinghy brake systems; manufacturers 
cite numerous laws in both the U.S. and 
Canada that require auxiliary braking for 
towed vehicles.

Fortunately, motorhome owners have 
a variety of portable and permanently-
installed dinghy braking systems available 
to them, and recently, another product 
has been added to the fold: The Stealth 
by Hopkins Manufacturing Corp., makers 
of the BrakeBuddy family of dinghy towing 
products.

The Stealth’s list of features seems to 
address the main concerns of motorhome 
owners. The system is out of the way and 
out of sight, and there’s nothing additional 
to install, remove, connect or disconnect 
whenever the vehicle is hitched or un-
hitched. It’s also a proportional system, 
meaning that it senses deceleration of 
the coach/dinghy combination and ap-
plies the dinghy brakes accordingly. A 
dash-mounted controller allows for easy 
adjustment or manual braking if desired.

In addition to the controller, the 
Stealth system includes three primary 
components that help the motorhome and 
dinghy vehicle stop as one. An actuator 
unit for the dinghy vehicle is connected 
via cable and pulley to the brake pedal; 
a vacuum pump under the vehicle’s hood 
maintains vacuum to the brake booster; 
and a specially designed, safety break-
away wiring harness connects the coach 
and dinghy.

Here’s how it works: When the motor-
home driver steps on the brake pedal, the 
controller senses motorhome braking (in-
ertia) and signals the actuator unit (a small 
linear winch) to reel in the cable attached 
to the brake pedal, effectively depressing 
it. The pedal is “live” (fully vacuum pow-
ered), so it doesn’t take a heavy pull to 
actuate the brakes. Meanwhile, the con-
troller gives the driver a “bb” signal to indi-
cate that dinghy brakes are being applied. 

INSTALLATION
To get an idea of how Stealth is installed 
and how it works while traveling, we ob-
served as the system was installed in a 
2011 Honda CR-V, towed behind a 35-
foot Ford chassis motorhome. The instal-
lation was performed at Camping World, 

The control unit is mounted in the cargo 
area with the cable and wiring routed 
forward under door thresholds.

Cable and wiring are routed under the 
driver’s door threshold.

Cable housing from the main unit is routed 
to a pulley bracket, where cable is routed 
around the pulley and attached to a bracket 
on brake pedal arm. Excess cable is trimmed.
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Leisure Travel Vans Unity

Dynamax Grand Sport

Explorer by Renegade

Dynamax DynaQuest XL

1-800-221-7197 
Website:

www.holland-motorhomes.com

Holland MI 49423

Excel Fifth Wheel

Villagio by Renegade

Leisure Travel Vans Libero
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Wood Village, Ore. (near Portland) by a 
very competent and experienced staff. 
The labor estimate for the Stealth instal-
lation was about fi ve hours for a techni-
cian who is experienced with the product. 

The Honda CR-V offers reasonably 
good access for the Stealth components, 
including the 13.5L x 4.5W x 3.5H-inch 
actuator, the largest component in the 
system. It would not quite fi t under the 
driver’s seat, so it was mounted behind 
the left-side passenger seat, occupying a 
bit of cargo space.  

From this location, the cable lead-
ing from the control unit is routed forward 
along door thresholds and under the driv-
er’s seat fl oor mat to a position below the 
brake pedal. 

The cable and a pulley are attached 
to the fl oor below the brake pedal, and 
the cable is connected to a bracket on the 
pedal arm for a straight, downward pull. 
Electrical wiring is routed forward from 
the control unit through the fi rewall and 
into the engine compartment. 

The vacuum pump is installed in 
the engine compartment, and a one-way 
check valve is teed into the CR-V brake 
booster line so the pump can keep the 
brake booster at full vacuum while the 
car is being towed.  

The controller, which is the brain of 
the system, is mounted to the motorhome 
dash and wiring is routed to a connector 
at the rear of the coach. This controller is 
similar to those used in vehicles used to 
tow trailers equipped with electric brakes 
— in fact, it can be used for activating the 
brakes in either a dinghy or a trailer. An 
inertia sensor detects motorhome braking 
and electronically actuates the dinghy 
brakes proportionately.

The Stealth actuator and vacuum 
pump are operated from the dinghy bat-
tery, and the system includes a method 
of maintaining battery charge by the 
motorhome alternator. This is handled 
through the main harness.

The Stealth coiled power cord from 
the motorhome to the dinghy includes not 
only the tail/brake light circuits, but also 
control wiring for the Stealth main unit and 
vacuum pump. Fortunately for us, Ford in-
cludes a wiring harness in the motor home 
for trailer brakes and lights; the receptacle 
for this harness is found under the dash. 

Hopkins’ plug-and-play taillight wiring 
kit includes a diode converter mounted 
behind a panel in the cargo area.

The Stealth kit includes a unique electri-
cal motorhome-to-car wiring harness and 
receptacle for the front of the vehicle.

Space for the vacuum pump is tight in 
the CR-V — sandwiched here between 
the battery and air cleaner.
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However, Ford didn’t include a 12-volt DC 
hot line or a connector spade inside the 
rear wiring receptacle for such the line, 
which is required for the Stealth. So, the 
line and a new receptacle had to be in-
stalled and an optional Hopkins taillight 
wiring kit was required for the CR-V. 

If, for some unlikely reason, the din-
ghy were to become accidentally unhitched 
from the motorhome while on the road, the 
Stealth coiled wiring cable (tethered by a 
steel cord to the coach) would be yanked 
from the receptacle on the dinghy, activat-
ing its brakes. After disconnecting the har-
ness plug, a special cover is inserted into 
the receptacle on the dinghy when you’re 
not towing to prevent brake activation. 

ON THE ROAD
With the installation complete, we dialed 
the controller’s sensitivity and output set-
tings to maximum, tested the manual 
control button to see if it would activate 
dinghy brakes (it did), and unplugged 
the wiring harness from the front of the 
car to simulate an emergency break-
away. The Stealth immediately pulled the 
brake pedal down, and the vacuum pump 
switched on. We were ready for the next 
part of our test. 

To get a close picture of how Stealth 
would perform, we had a motorhome driv-
er plus a passenger in the dinghy driver’s 
seat, able to place a finger lightly on the 
brake pedal to feel its movement. For 
safety’s sake, this portion of the test was 
performed in a controlled environment. At 
speeds varying from 20 to 60 MPH, the 
motorhome driver applied brakes at dif-
ferent levels of force.

Braking effect was modulated well. 
During light braking, the pedal was pulled 
down but neither the motorhome driver 
nor the passenger in the dinghy could 
feel any surging or jerking; it was seam-
less. The same was true for heavy braking. 
With manual activation at highway speed, 
dinghy braking was barely perceptible, al-
though we knew it was happening — and 
how much — by monitoring the pedal 
from inside the dinghy.  

During heavy braking (inertia sens-
ing) or with full manual activation, the 
Stealth did not pull the pedal down 
enough to take the slack out of the tow 
bar and hitch (audible), which would 

have meant that the car was creating drag 
on the motorhome. But it was close. We 
could press the pedal lightly with one fin-
ger and make this happen, demonstrated 
by a clanking sound between hitch ball-
mount and receiver. Thus, we had what 
felt like about the right amount of braking.   

The brake controller sensed motor-
home braking with very little lag, and 
signaled “bb” each time dinghy brakes 
were activated either via inertia sensing 
or manual control. 

The goal for a dinghy brake system 
is that it should enable the car to handle 
braking for most or all of its own weight — 
to keep it from adding significant braking 
load to the motorhome — which in this 
case the Stealth provided. 

The Stealth and taillight wiring kits 
include all the necessary parts for the 
job, as well as a set of instructions that 
feature most of the detail needed for the 
installation and operation.  A few more 
descriptions would have been helpful, 
including a brief explanation of Stealth’s 
operational concept, suggestions on judg-
ing performance, adjusting the controller, 
and a troubleshooting guide. Although in-
stallation of the Stealth can be handled 
by a competent do-it-yourself mechanic, 
turning the job over to an RV technician 
with prior experience installing this sys-
tem may be a wise decision. 

The Stealth has an MSRP of $1,099, 
but is offered at Camping World for $999.  
An optional Hopkins Manufacturing tail-
light wiring kit, priced at $79.99, is also 
required. Many motorhomes already have 
a “hot” line at the rear of the coach. If 
not, that installation would be at addi-
tional cost.  

In addition to the permanently in-
stalled Stealth, Brake Buddy offers four 
portable systems suitable for all types for 
dinghy braking: Digital Classic, Digital 
Classic Boost, Vantage Select and Van-
tage Select Boost. So now, there really 
is no reason not to use a dinghy braking 
system, and enjoy the peace of mind that 
comes with safer travel. u

FOR MORE INFORMATION

HOPKINS MANUFACTURING CORP.
800-470-2287,
www.brakebuddy.com
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Best Protection for Sunny/Snowy Climates
and/or Long Term Storage

Universal-Fit RV Covers 
Polypropylene Side Panels

Light Weight 
Zippers/Doors 

2-year Warranty

Custom RV Covers 
Featuring 100% Tyvek®RV

Medium Weight 
Zippers/Doors 

4-year Warranty

Rear ramp door access for Toy Haulers

20'L to 40'L
° $33 FREE

TOY HAULER
STARTING AT CLUB SALE

$ 27999 
Reg. $399.99

23'L to 40'L
° $33 FREE

5TH WHEEL
STARTING AT CLUB SALE

$ 27999 
Reg. $399.99
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Exclusive  
Features  
of Designer  
RV Covers

  Reinforced 
and elasticized 
bottom corners

  Zipper access 
panels

  Protective 
ladder cap

  3-layer 
polypropylene  
side panels

  TYVEK® RV roof 
panel now features 
up to 40% more 
Tyvek fabric!

  Quick-connect buckle 
and strap attachment 
with weighted tie 
down assist

  Prevents 
billowing 
in windy 
conditions

Prevents 

  Strap and buckle 
cinching system 
on front and rear 
of the cover

HURRY!  
Offer Ends November 4

COVERS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:  • Pop-ups    • Hi-Lo Trailers    • Class B Vans    • Pickup Campers

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

UP
TO  

$175
OFF

CLASS A  
STARTING AT  
CLUB SALE

$ 30499 
Reg. $436.99
25'L to 43'L | ° $33 FREE

INCLUDES FREE  
STORAGE BAG! 

DESIGNER TYRE GARDS, 4-PACK
Item # 50380** 50379** 50378 50377 50376 50375 50374 50373�

Wheel Dia.  19"-22" 24"-26" 27"-29" 30"-32" 33"-35" 36"-39" 40"-42" 43"-45"

Club SALE $59.99  $59.99  $59.99 $59.99 $59.99 $59.99 $66.99 $66.99

Reg.  $86.99  $86.99 $86.99 $86.99 $86.99 $86.99 $96.99 $96.99

Ship Wt. 4-8 lbs. | **Direct Ship

Set of 4 for motorhomes or towables

Extend Tire Life—Protect Against UV Rays

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

 Protect your Designer Tyvek® cover against  
weather damage—wind, rain or hail for a few  
dollars a month! See any associate for details.

• For intense sun/rain/snow
•  Blocks 99.8% of the sun’s damaging UV rays
•  Bright white fabric reflects infrared heat to keep vehicle cooler
•  Blocks abrasive dirt and dust to preserve vehicle finish
•  Resists solvents, alkalis and acids found in bird droppings 

and acid rain

Air vents

UNIVERSAL-FIT MEASURING INSTRUCTIONS
•  Measure your RV from end to end, including bumpers,  

spare tire and ladder
• Do not include propane tanks or hitches 
• Do not rely on manufacturer length specifications 
•  Covers accommodate rooftop accessories; front and rear cinching systems will take in any extra material 
• Find your perfect RV Cover in 3 easy steps by visiting  
 CampingWorld.com/ADCO and clicking on your RV type to double-check you get the proper size

Overall Length

* If you find a lower price on the same ADCO® RV Cover anywhere else, bring in the advertisement and WE’LL MATCH THEIR PRICE! 
Price guarantee does not apply to competitors’ Internet offers and is valid through November 4, 2013. Some sizes and styles available through Catalog and Internet Only.
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Best Protection for Sunny/Snowy Climates
and/or Long Term Storage

Universal-Fit RV Covers 
Polypropylene Side Panels

Light Weight 
Zippers/Doors 

2-year Warranty

Custom RV Covers 
Featuring 100% Tyvek®RV

Medium Weight 
Zippers/Doors 

4-year Warranty

Rear ramp door access for Toy Haulers

20'L to 40'L
° $33 FREE

TOY HAULER
STARTING AT CLUB SALE

$ 27999 
Reg. $399.99

23'L to 40'L
° $33 FREE

5TH WHEEL
STARTING AT CLUB SALE

$ 27999 
Reg. $399.99

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

UP
TO  

$170
OFFCL

U
B 

M
EM

BERS SAVE

UP
TO  

$180
OFF

15'L to 37'L
° $33 FREE

TRAVEL TRAILER
STARTING AT CLUB SALE

$ 24099
Reg. $344.99

CL
U
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BERS SAVE

UP
TO  

$155
OFF

20'L to 32'L
° $33 FREE

CLASS C
STARTING AT CLUB SALE

$ 26999 
Reg. $386.99
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U
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UP
TO  

$145
OFF

Exclusive  
Features  
of Designer  
RV Covers

  Reinforced 
and elasticized 
bottom corners

  Zipper access 
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  Protective 
ladder cap

  3-layer 
polypropylene  
side panels

  TYVEK® RV roof 
panel now features 
up to 40% more 
Tyvek fabric!

  Quick-connect buckle 
and strap attachment 
with weighted tie 
down assist

  Prevents 
billowing 
in windy 
conditions

Prevents 

  Strap and buckle 
cinching system 
on front and rear 
of the cover

HURRY!  
Offer Ends November 4

COVERS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:  • Pop-ups    • Hi-Lo Trailers    • Class B Vans    • Pickup Campers
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$175
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CLASS A  
STARTING AT  
CLUB SALE

$ 30499 
Reg. $436.99
25'L to 43'L | ° $33 FREE

INCLUDES FREE  
STORAGE BAG! 

DESIGNER TYRE GARDS, 4-PACK
Item # 50380** 50379** 50378 50377 50376 50375 50374 50373�

Wheel Dia.  19"-22" 24"-26" 27"-29" 30"-32" 33"-35" 36"-39" 40"-42" 43"-45"

Club SALE $59.99  $59.99  $59.99 $59.99 $59.99 $59.99 $66.99 $66.99

Reg.  $86.99  $86.99 $86.99 $86.99 $86.99 $86.99 $96.99 $96.99

Ship Wt. 4-8 lbs. | **Direct Ship

Set of 4 for motorhomes or towables

Extend Tire Life—Protect Against UV Rays

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

 Protect your Designer Tyvek® cover against  
weather damage—wind, rain or hail for a few  
dollars a month! See any associate for details.

• For intense sun/rain/snow
•  Blocks 99.8% of the sun’s damaging UV rays
•  Bright white fabric reflects infrared heat to keep vehicle cooler
•  Blocks abrasive dirt and dust to preserve vehicle finish
•  Resists solvents, alkalis and acids found in bird droppings 

and acid rain

Air vents

UNIVERSAL-FIT MEASURING INSTRUCTIONS
•  Measure your RV from end to end, including bumpers,  

spare tire and ladder
• Do not include propane tanks or hitches 
• Do not rely on manufacturer length specifications 
•  Covers accommodate rooftop accessories; front and rear cinching systems will take in any extra material 
• Find your perfect RV Cover in 3 easy steps by visiting  
 CampingWorld.com/ADCO and clicking on your RV type to double-check you get the proper size

Overall Length

* If you find a lower price on the same ADCO® RV Cover anywhere else, bring in the advertisement and WE’LL MATCH THEIR PRICE! 
Price guarantee does not apply to competitors’ Internet offers and is valid through November 4, 2013. Some sizes and styles available through Catalog and Internet Only.
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CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

VINYL GAS BOTTLE COVERS 
Easy-access zippered opening. 
For 20 lb. Twin Tanks #19073 
For 30 lb. Twin Tanks #19074 
For 40 lb. Twin Tanks #19075*
20 lb. Single Tank #19072* 
Club SALE $9.99 Reg. $14.99 
° $16 $9 | *Direct Ship

•  Produced one at a time by hand
•   Best fit for your RV so it moves around 

less, reducing wear
•   Best access with openings for entry doors 

and cargo ramps
•   Best fabric choices, including premium 

Sunbrella® for all-climate protection
•    Best warranty protection for longer 

periods of RV ownership

ADVANTAGES OF A 
CUSTOM-FIT RV COVER:SAVE UP

TO
$430*

CLUB MEMBERS

CUSTOM-FIT COVER  
MEASURING INSTRUCTIONS
Just tell us the year, make, model and 
overall length of your vehicle. If you 
have a unique or custom-made vehicle,  
call 1.800.626.5944 or go to 
CampingWorld.com/ADCO for measuring 
instructions. Measure carefully—custom 
covers are non-returnable.

   Mfr. Club 
Item # Color Fabric Warranty SALE* Reg.*
19161 White Tyvek RV 4-year $24.99 $36.99
17151 Tan Sunbrella 5-year $30.99 $44.49
20481 Grey Sunbrella 5-year $30.99 $44.49
*Per linear foot | ° $3 FREE per linear foot  
Special Order

Second Entry Door #22226   
Club SALE $35.99 Reg. $52.49 | ° $5 FREE  
Special Order

Overall Length

• All climate protection
•  Solution-dyed fabric prevents sun, wind and 

rain from altering fabric’s color
•  Made of acrylic yarns that resist moisture and 

mildew, and won’t harden or crack
•  “Breathes” so moisture escapes to prevent 

mold and mildew
•  Looks good and lasts outdoors for years

Custom-Fit RV Covers Featuring 100% Sunbrella®
Medium Weight | Zippers/Door | 5-year Warranty

Best Protection for Any Climate

& IMPROVED!NEW
& IMPROVIMPROVIMPRO ED!

•  Triple-layer SFS Aqua Shed top panel beads 
water on contact and provides maximum 
resistance to humidity and rainfall

•  Triple-layer polypropylene side panels 
“breathe” to eliminate mold and mildew

• Protects against harmful UV rays
•  Polypropylene ladder cap and elasticized 

bottom corners reduce friction and wear

Universal-Fit RV Covers 
Polypropylene Side Panels

Light Weight • Zippers/Doors • 2-year Warranty

Best Protection for Moderate Climates 
and/or Short-Term Storage

Reinforced, elasticized 
bottom corners reduce wear

SAVE UP
TO

$150
CLUB MEMBERS

Available for:
• Travel Trailer • Class A • Class C 

• 5th Wheel • Toy Hauler

Reinforced, elasticized 

Polypropylene 
ladder cap 

reinforces rear 
panel, reducing 

wear at the ladder

ON ALL DESIGNER SFS RV COVERS

Air vents

Strategically placed zipper allows 
access, regardless of door position

Class A

Front and rear buckle cinching system 
removes slack, reducing billowing

Straps with plastic buckles  
hold cover in place

UNIVERSAL CLASS A  
WINDSHIELD COVER #69952 
A no-drill, affordable alternative to custom-fit 
windshield covers. Tyvek RV® fabric by DuPont®. 
Includes storage bag. Mfr. 2 year warranty.  
Ship Wt. 6 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$ 6999 

Reg. $99.99

5TH WHEEL STORAGE SKIRT
Creates extra storage space under fifth 
wheel overhang. Requires installation.  
Mfr. 3 year warranty.

64" x 236" #5736 64" x 266" #5737 
64" x 296" #5738* 
° $16 $9 | Let Us Install It—Club Price $89  
*Direct Ship

CLUB SALE
$15999

Reg. $228.99

CLUB SALE
$ 4899 to $5599 

Reg. $69.99-$79.99

Outside 
View

Inside 
View

DELUXE CLASS C 
WINDSHIELD COVERS  
Heavy-duty white vinyl with grey 
polyester mesh privacy screen. 
Includes storage bag.

NEW! NEW! 
Item # 49886* 49884� 49881 49885* 49883� 49882* 69955* 69956*

Vehicle Make Ford Ford Ford  Chevy Chevy** Endura/ Sprinter Sprinter 
   350/450**   Kodiak 500

Year Range  1973-1991 1992-2005 1996-2013 1972-1996 2001-2013 2004-2013 2002-2006 2007-2013

° $12 FREE | *Direct Ship | **With Mirror Cut-Outs

CLUB SALE
$ 1699 

Reg. $24.99

 AIR CONDITIONER COVERS 
Protect your rooftop air conditioner against weather and UV 
exposure while your RV is parked. Mfr. 3 year warranty. | ° $12 $9

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

CLUB SALE
$1699

Reg. $24.99

Order by tire diameter. 
Add 1" to 2" for protruding 

wheel covers.

ULTRA OR TANDEM TYRE GARDS®  
(UP TO A $40 VALUE)

Order by tire diameter. 
Add 1" to 2" for protruding 

Measure tire diameter to determine size

Ultra Tyre Gards®

SPARE TIRE COVERS 
Heavy-duty, flannel-backed vinyl. 
Other styles available, call for details.

U.S. Flag #211200   Support Our Troops #34545
Direct Ship | Ship Wt. 1-2 lbs.  
Additional sizes and styles available in select stores

STARTING AT CLUB SALE
$1399

Reg. $19.99

BUY 1 GET 1  
FREE!  

HURRY!  
Offer Ends November 4

HURRY! 
Offer Ends November 4

CLUB SALE

6999 

NEW!

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

STARTING AT 
CLUB SALE

$2499 
 Reg. $28.99

Ship Wt. 2-4 lbs.

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$65
OFF

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON!

-PLUS-  
4 FREE Ultra Tyre Gards  

with Any Custom-Fit Cover Purchase!

CLASS A STARTING AT 
CLUB SALE

$ 22999 
Reg. $329.99

° $33 FREE

* If you find a lower price on the same ADCO® RV Cover anywhere else, bring in the advertisement and WE’LL MATCH THEIR PRICE! 
Price guarantee does not apply to competitors’ Internet offers and is valid through November 4, 2013. Some sizes and styles available through Catalog and Internet Only.

*Savings calculated based on a 32' custom-fit cover.
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VINYL GAS BOTTLE COVERS 
Easy-access zippered opening. 
For 20 lb. Twin Tanks #19073 
For 30 lb. Twin Tanks #19074 
For 40 lb. Twin Tanks #19075*
20 lb. Single Tank #19072* 
Club SALE $9.99 Reg. $14.99 
° $16 $9 | *Direct Ship

•  Produced one at a time by hand
•   Best fit for your RV so it moves around 

less, reducing wear
•   Best access with openings for entry doors 

and cargo ramps
•   Best fabric choices, including premium 

Sunbrella® for all-climate protection
•    Best warranty protection for longer 

periods of RV ownership

ADVANTAGES OF A 
CUSTOM-FIT RV COVER:SAVE UP

TO
$430*

CLUB MEMBERS

CUSTOM-FIT COVER  
MEASURING INSTRUCTIONS
Just tell us the year, make, model and 
overall length of your vehicle. If you 
have a unique or custom-made vehicle,  
call 1.800.626.5944 or go to 
CampingWorld.com/ADCO for measuring 
instructions. Measure carefully—custom 
covers are non-returnable.

   Mfr. Club 
Item # Color Fabric Warranty SALE* Reg.*
19161 White Tyvek RV 4-year $24.99 $36.99
17151 Tan Sunbrella 5-year $30.99 $44.49
20481 Grey Sunbrella 5-year $30.99 $44.49
*Per linear foot | ° $3 FREE per linear foot  
Special Order

Second Entry Door #22226   
Club SALE $35.99 Reg. $52.49 | ° $5 FREE  
Special Order

Overall Length

• All climate protection
•  Solution-dyed fabric prevents sun, wind and 

rain from altering fabric’s color
•  Made of acrylic yarns that resist moisture and 

mildew, and won’t harden or crack
•  “Breathes” so moisture escapes to prevent 

mold and mildew
•  Looks good and lasts outdoors for years

Custom-Fit RV Covers Featuring 100% Sunbrella®
Medium Weight | Zippers/Door | 5-year Warranty

Best Protection for Any Climate

& IMPROVED!NEW
& IMPROVIMPROVIMPRO ED!

•  Triple-layer SFS Aqua Shed top panel beads 
water on contact and provides maximum 
resistance to humidity and rainfall

•  Triple-layer polypropylene side panels 
“breathe” to eliminate mold and mildew

• Protects against harmful UV rays
•  Polypropylene ladder cap and elasticized 

bottom corners reduce friction and wear

Universal-Fit RV Covers 
Polypropylene Side Panels

Light Weight • Zippers/Doors • 2-year Warranty

Best Protection for Moderate Climates 
and/or Short-Term Storage

Reinforced, elasticized 
bottom corners reduce wear

SAVE UP
TO

$150
CLUB MEMBERS

Available for:
• Travel Trailer • Class A • Class C 

• 5th Wheel • Toy Hauler

Reinforced, elasticized 

Polypropylene 
ladder cap 

reinforces rear 
panel, reducing 

wear at the ladder

ON ALL DESIGNER SFS RV COVERS

Air vents

Strategically placed zipper allows 
access, regardless of door position

Class A

Front and rear buckle cinching system 
removes slack, reducing billowing

Straps with plastic buckles  
hold cover in place

UNIVERSAL CLASS A  
WINDSHIELD COVER #69952 
A no-drill, affordable alternative to custom-fit 
windshield covers. Tyvek RV® fabric by DuPont®. 
Includes storage bag. Mfr. 2 year warranty.  
Ship Wt. 6 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$ 6999 

Reg. $99.99

5TH WHEEL STORAGE SKIRT
Creates extra storage space under fifth 
wheel overhang. Requires installation.  
Mfr. 3 year warranty.

64" x 236" #5736 64" x 266" #5737 
64" x 296" #5738* 
° $16 $9 | Let Us Install It—Club Price $89  
*Direct Ship
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Reg. $228.99
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$ 4899 to $5599 

Reg. $69.99-$79.99

Outside 
View

Inside 
View
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WINDSHIELD COVERS  
Heavy-duty white vinyl with grey 
polyester mesh privacy screen. 
Includes storage bag.
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Item # 49886* 49884� 49881 49885* 49883� 49882* 69955* 69956*

Vehicle Make Ford Ford Ford  Chevy Chevy** Endura/ Sprinter Sprinter 
   350/450**   Kodiak 500

Year Range  1973-1991 1992-2005 1996-2013 1972-1996 2001-2013 2004-2013 2002-2006 2007-2013

° $12 FREE | *Direct Ship | **With Mirror Cut-Outs
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$ 1699 

Reg. $24.99
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Protect your rooftop air conditioner against weather and UV 
exposure while your RV is parked. Mfr. 3 year warranty. | ° $12 $9
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Add 1" to 2" for protruding 
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Measure tire diameter to determine size

Ultra Tyre Gards®

SPARE TIRE COVERS 
Heavy-duty, flannel-backed vinyl. 
Other styles available, call for details.

U.S. Flag #211200   Support Our Troops #34545
Direct Ship | Ship Wt. 1-2 lbs.  
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OFF
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4 FREE Ultra Tyre Gards  

with Any Custom-Fit Cover Purchase!

CLASS A STARTING AT 
CLUB SALE

$ 22999 
Reg. $329.99

° $33 FREE

* If you find a lower price on the same ADCO® RV Cover anywhere else, bring in the advertisement and WE’LL MATCH THEIR PRICE! 
Price guarantee does not apply to competitors’ Internet offers and is valid through November 4, 2013. Some sizes and styles available through Catalog and Internet Only.

*Savings calculated based on a 32' custom-fit cover.
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50 November 2013 l MOTORHOME

understand the limitations and are appreciative that there 
are products on the market that allow those with budget 
constraints to be part of the RV lifestyle.

Winnebago positions its Vista line as entry level, but 
takes a different approach when outfitting some of the mod-

els. Take the 2014 Vista 31KE, for example. 
Here’s a coach that spans a few inches beyond 
31 feet and sports a retail sticker of $97,504 
with the optional loft bed in the cab ($735) and 
freight. The kicker: This coach is loaded with 
feature-rich amenities, can sleep a large family, 
and after working out a fair price with the dealer, 
can likely be purchased for an amount of money 
that’s comparable to the cost of a luxury car.

The coach is augmented by a single slide 
that moves a U-shaped dinette and adjacent sofa 
bed out enough to make the living room surpris-
ingly roomy. Turn the two cockpit seats around, 
and the area works nicely for gathering that large 
family or for entertaining guests.

walk-through   by  BOB LIVINGSTON

hen a potential buyer of a Class A motorhome
hears or reads about an entry-level product, the message 
conjures an image of a coach that’s going to be missing a 
number of creature comforts. Normally, manufacturers scale 
back on materials and features to keep the price low. Buyers 

VISTA 31KE
Winnebago adds a new floor plan for 2014 that  
emphasizes sleeping, storage and an entry-level price

W
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There’s a lot going on in the front sec-
tion of this motorhome, where the bulk of 
the sleeping accommodations are located. 
Two people can sleep on the U-shaped 
dinette when converted into a bed, after 
dropping the table and piecing together 
the cushions into a 45-by-82-inch surface. 
A younger person can sleep on the 
jackknife sofa since dimensions 
are restricted to 40-by-60 inches. 
A third sleeping area is provided by 
the aforementioned loft bed that 
deploys by dropping the platform, 
which is stored fl ush against the 
ceiling above the driver and co-pilot 
seats. It comes down with little ef-
fort by opening the latch on either 
side and pulling down. The result 
is a 32-by-79-inch bed, which can 
comfortably sleep an adult or two 

S P E C I F I C AT I O N S

WHEELBASE: 190"

FRESHWATER CAP: 64 GAL

BLACK-WATER CAP: 41 GAL

GRAY-WATER CAP: 57 GAL

LP-GAS CAP: 18 GAL

MSRP: $95,566 (BASE)

CHASSIS: FORD F53

ENGINE: V-10, 362 HP 

FUEL CAP: 80 GAL

GVWR: 16,000 LBS

EXT LENGTH: 31' 2"

EXT WIDTH: 8' 5.5"

EXT HEIGHT: 12' 3"

WINNEBAGO, 641-585-3535, 
www.gowinnebago.com

the cushions into a 45-by-82-inch surface. 
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VISTA 31KE

small kids. In all, four people can com-
fortably sleep in the front of this coach, 
as long one or two are kids.

By day, the dinette can easily seat 
four or five, with plenty of room to spread 
out using the oversize table. The sofa is 
not the most comfortable place to sit, but 
it’s tolerable for short periods of time.

The galley, directly across from the 
dinette, serves multiple purposes. A large 
counter offers plenty of room for the cook 
to spread out. Appliances are basic, and 
include a three-burner stove with oven, 
microwave and two-door refrigerator. The 
double sink occupies the back portion of 
the counter, but the biggest uninterrupted 
section is devoted to food prep, etc. A 
32-inch LCD TV is hung on the wall be-
hind this part of the counter, putting it in 
perfect eyeshot of the dinette and couch. 
Users just have to be careful not to get too 
wild while preparing meals to protect the 
screen from flying debris.

Storage above and below the galley 
counter is plentiful, with large enough 
cabinets to handle bulky items. The wall 

next to the microwave is fitted with the 
controls for the slide, generator, water 
heater, water pump and systems monitor 
— in keeping with Winnebago’s OnePlace 
configuration that centralizes such panels.

A short hallway connects the living 
area and rear bedroom. Between the two 
is what seems like a small sliver of space 
allocated to the bathroom. While this area 
is definitely a minor part of the floorplan, 
in actuality, this center bath works excep-
tionally well. The door to the toilet/lavatory 
room can be opened fully to add privacy 
to the bath area, and if the folding door 

to the bedroom is not utilized, the entire 
bath/bedroom area can be isolated from 
the rest of the coach for a master suite 
effect. Larger people will have no problem 
showering, and plenty of room is provided 
around the toilet. There’s not a lot of coun-
ter space surrounding the sink, but the 
nearby cabinets can supplement.

Out back, the short queen bed (75 
inches long) is not fitted with the best 
foam mattress we’ve ever slept on, but it 
was more comfortable than most in this 
category. There’s plenty of walk-around 
room to make the bed, and areas for stash-
ing personal items are strategically locat-
ed on each side of the mattress. Wardrobe 
space is fairly decent, considering the 
bedroom does not have the benefit of a 
slideout. Large windows allow good cross 
ventilation and ambient lighting. When 
night falls, incandescent fixtures, spread 
out and plentiful, produce good artificial 
lighting.

Overall aesthetics make it clear that 
this motorhome is not pretending to be 
something it’s not. Décor, although maybe 
a little understated, is pleasant and ac-
cented by a few niceties that would not 
normally show up in a motorhome in this 
price range. Features like MCD Innova-
tions blackout roller shades, a glass show-
er door, rear view camera and automatic 
leveling jacks are items not normally seen 
as standard equipment in entry-level 
motor homes.

The Vista shares construction tech-
niques used by Winnebago throughout 
its lines. A stout aluminum structure is 
built on top of the Ford F53 chassis and 
the cab portion is strengthened by a steel 
cage. High-gloss fiberglass is used for the 
side walls and caps, and the roof is also 
topped with fiberglass. High-density block 
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foam insulation in a vacuum bonded en-
vironment provides necessary insulation. 
Dual-pane windows are not offered in this 
model, but they are tinted.

Buyers have a choice of white or 
taupe-colored fiberglass, the latter of 
which is richer looking and visually can 
almost be confused with full-body paint. 
Graphics blend nicely with the taupe exte-
rior and the overall look is neither splashy 
nor Spartan. The stainless steel wheel 
covers — which are typically used at this 
price point, rather than aluminum wheels 
— add some flair to the appearance.

What really stands out is the exterior 
storage. Side opening doors with slam-
latch locks lead to cavernous compart-
ments, which is totally unexpected for a 
31-foot coach on a 16,000-pound-rated 
chassis. A large locker in the rear of the 
coach has three access doors — one on 
each side and one in the back wall. While 
that space alone can swallow up a lot of 
gear, the side compartments offer sanc-
tuary for longer, flatter items that can  
be packed in the pass-through section — 
a feature less common in smaller motor-
homes. One of the compartments is re-

served for hookup utilities and it’s neat 
and well organized. The power cord must 
be connected to a junction box when 
using the 4,000-watt generator.

Owners will have to understand that 
there are loading limitations with the 
lighter Ford chassis and refrain from going 
hog-wild, even though the available space 
will be very tempting to fill.

The Vista line consists of six models 
ranging from just a tad shorter than 27 
feet to 36 feet, 4 inches. As you go up 
in size, the features richen and so does 
the price. What doesn’t change are the 
genetics. The Vista 31KE is not just an 
inexpensive motorhome destined to dis-
appoint. It’s pure Winnebago — and with 
that comes the comfort in knowing that 
the coach has the engineering and design 
prowess behind it to promote good lon-
gevity. The value is there and so is the 
livability for growing families on a budget, 
or even couples looking to spend time with 
children and grandchildren in a right-size 
motorhome that’s suitable for just about 
any destination. u

^RV SATELLITE KIT OFFER: Courtesy of Direct Sat TV with new residential home service activation and purchase of CHOICE Package ($64.99/mo.) or above. Includes satellite dish, travel tripod and 50’ of coaxial cable. HD dish will incur additional fees. Tripod for HD dish not available. Programming and 
pricing may vary for service in your RV. For service in RV, customer will receive NY Distant Network Signal, based on geographical location. LA Distant Network is available upon request and requires special hardware, which will incur additional fees. DNS waiver required.  **24-MONTH AGREEMENT: EARLY 
CANCELLATION WILL RESULT IN A FEE OF $20/MONTH FOR EACH REMAINING MONTH. Must maintain 24 consecutive months of any DIRECTV base programming package ($29.99/mo. or above) or any qualifying international service bundle. Advanced Receiver-DVR fee ($10/mo.) required for DVR lease. 
Advanced Receiver-HD fee ($10/mo.) required for HD Receiver lease. Advanced Receiver fee ($25/mo.) required for Advanced Whole-Home DVR, HD DVR and TiVo HD DVR from DIRECTV lease.  TiVo service fee ($5/mo.) required for TiVo HD DVR from DIRECTV lease.  If you have 2 Receivers and/or one Receiver 
and a Client/Enabled TV/Device, the fee is $6/mo. For the 3rd and each additional Receiver and/or Client/Enabled TV/Device on your account, you are charged an additional fee of $6/mo. per Receiver, Client and/or Enabled TV/Device.  NON-ACTIVATION CHARGE OF $150 PER RECEIVER MAY APPLY. ALL 
EQUIPMENT IS LEASED AND MUST BE RETURNED TO DIRECTV UPON CANCELLATION, OR UNRETURNED EQUIPMENT FEES APPLY. VISIT directv.com/legal OR CALL 1-800-DIRECTV FOR DETAILS.  INSTALLATION: Standard professional installation in up to four rooms only. Custom installation 
extra. Eligibility for Local channels based on service address. Not all networks available in all markets.  Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Pricing residential. Taxes not included. Receipt of DIRECTV programming subject to DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided 
at directv.com/legal and in order confi rmation. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo and FAMILY are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners.

Offers end 12/31/13. Credit card required (except in MA & PA). New approved customers only (lease required). Handling & Delivery fee may apply. Applicable use tax adjustment may apply on the retail value of the installation. Programming/pricing may vary in certain markets.

Offer Ends 12/31/13.  FREE RV Kit for new approved/qualifi ed 
customers only.  Available to existing customers at 

additional charge.  Standard Receiver Required.  
While supplies last.  S/H fees will apply.  

Courtesy of Direct Sat TV.  

Additional fees apply. All DIRECTV offers require 24-month agreement.** 

Limited Time!  800-644-7968
Call Now for UNADVERTISED SPECIALS! 

Local Channels Included in every 
package in over 99% of the U.S.

/mo

PACKAGES START AT JUST 

FAMILY
PACKAGEDIRECTV Dish, 

Travel Tripod 
& 50ft of cable^
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n the last two issues, we concentrated on
maintenance schedules and procedures to help 
keep the chassis rolling down the highway without 
surprise interruptions. We stressed be coming famil-
iar with the chassis owner’s manual, and hopefully, 
you’re keeping a detailed log of necessary scheduled 
maintenance items and services. Complete chassis 
maintenance on a timely basis is important to the 
reliability and durability of your motorhome — and 
promotes peace of mind while on the road.

Perhaps because their motorhome is not used 
on a regular basis, some owners pay less attention to 
the brakes than they should. However, it’s important 
to remember that brakes are not indestructible and 
are a normal wear item for all motorhomes. At some 
point in time, the brakes will need to be replaced. 
It is recommended to have a professional inspect 
the front and rear brakes annually — and be sure 

to have the emergency brake system checked out at 
this time as well.

AIR BRAKE SYSTEMS
The majority of diesel motorhome chassis are 
equipped with an air brake system. Air brakes  
have their advantages over hydraulic brakes since 
there is no fluid to regularly check or replace. In 
addition, air brakes are not comprised of a master 
cylinders and wheel cylinders that can be prone to 
failure. The lack of high-pressure rubber hoses that 
eventually fail or deteriorate also simplifies overall 
maintenance.

In order for air brakes to function properly, air 
pressure needs to be maintained at 80-100 PSI. 
Gauges are provided in the instrument cluster to 
monitor air pressure. An audible, low-air-pressure 
warning will sound at roughly 60 PSI. If this occurs, 
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KEEP ON ROLLING
TIMELY BRAKE AND WHEEL BEARING 
INSPECTION AND SERVICE ARE  
CRITICAL TO SAFE — 
AND EFFICIENT — 
OPERATION

by  BILL AND JENN GEHR
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The moisture ejection sys-
tem (commonly called an air 
dryer, above) is equipped with 
one of two types of desiccant 
cartridges (left). Make sure 
you verify the type of fi lter your 
coach has before beginning the 
service procedure.

CHASSIS MAINTENANCE, PART III :  KEEP ON ROLLING

system) for excess wear, as well as the 
integrity of the entire hydraulic system.
For inspections, the starting point is 

the brake master cylinder. As brake pads 
and linings wear, the brake fl uid level will 
diminish. Check the owner’s manual for 
the correct type of fl uid necessary when 
topping off the reservoir. When adding 
fl uid, be sure to inspect the cap and reser-
voir for any debris, moisture or rust. If any 
of these contaminants are present, have 
the hydraulic system fl ushed immediately. 
Since brake fl uid is hygroscopic (absorbs 
water), it should be changed every two 
years to keep its boiling point high.

The brake rotors should appear 
smooth with no deep grooving, cracks 
or blue/purple heat spots. The inner and 
outer brake pads should be measured 
from the metal backing plate to the rotor 
surface; this is typically done through an 
inspection port in the brake caliper. The 
pads should also be measured top and 
bottom (leading and trailing edges) to en-
sure they are wearing evenly. The brake 
and/or chassis manufacturer has a recom-
mended minimum thickness that must be 
adhered to; once the brake lining is worn 
away and the backing plate begins making 

Most diesel coaches are equipped 
with an air brake system that includes 
an air storage tank (above). Even with 
an automatic moisture ejection sys-
tem, it’s a good idea to manually drain 
the air storage tank by pulling on the 
valve lanyard every six months or so to 
remove any residual moisture

one of two types of desiccant 
cartridges (left). Make sure 
you verify the type of fi lter your 
coach has before beginning the 
service procedure.

system) for excess wear, as well as the 
integrity of the entire hydraulic system.

of the type of moisture control system. 
Some manufacturers install a pull-style 
lanyard located inside a baggage door 
compartment for convenient draining of 
the air storage tank.

Modern diesel and gasoline chassis 
have anti-lock brake systems (ABS) that 
make routine inspections and mainte-
nance even more critical. If the dash ABS 
indicator illuminates, don’t ignore it. The 
brakes may feel normal, but there can be 
a serious problem that must be addressed 
in order to avoid premature failure due to 
normal or abnormal wear and tear on one 
or more system components.

HYDRAULIC BRAKE SYSTEMS
Hydraulic disc brakes have changed con-
siderably in the last few decades, from 
basic drum brakes on all four wheels, to 
powerful anti-lock rotors and discs at each 
corner. There’s little doubt that hydraulic 
braking has come a long way toward pro-
viding added safety and decreased stop-
ping distances. Annual inspections must 
include checking rotors, pads, drums and 
linings (depending on the type of braking 

pull over as quickly as safely possible. 
When the air pressure reaches 40-45 PSI, 
the emergency brake — not the parking 
brake — will automatically engage. Low-
air pressure stems from an air-pressure 
leak or failure of the system to provide 
compressed air.

Excess moisture in the air system 
can cause brake failure. Most air brake 
systems are equipped with a replaceable 
desiccant cartridge (an air dryer) designed 
to trap moisture and oil produced by the 
air compressor during operation. Low air 
pressure can result if the fi lter becomes 
clogged. Plan on changing the desiccant 
cartridge every two or three years; it’s a 
good idea to carry a spare cartridge in case 
of emergency. In fact, simply changing 
the desiccant fi lter may be just enough to 
get you rolling again.

There are a few chassis that utilize an 
air brake system equipped with an auto-
matic moisture ejection system. Despite 
these built-in automatic systems, it may 
still be necessary to manually drain the air 
storage tank. Just to be on the safe side, 
it’s best to manually drain the air storage 
tank every six months to ensure that there 
is no moisture contamination, regardless 
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contact with the rotor, you’re on your way 
to an expensive repair bill.

Chassis that are equipped with a 
hydro boost system rely on pressure cre-

ated by the power steering pump or elec-
tric motor to provide proper brake fl uid 
pressure. Make sure the reservoir is fi lled 
to the correct level and that the drive belt 

(where applicable) is in good shape.
Take into consideration the environ-

ment that the coach — and dinghy vehicle 
— is regularly exposed to. For ex ample, 

If your motorhome spends a lot of time 
near the coast, keep an eye out for signs 
of corrosion. Rust and/or oxidation can 
hinder brake caliper function, causing 
loss of braking performance, uneven 
wear, or both.

A brake rotor in good condition (like 
this one) should be free from any deep 
grooves (galling), heat spots or cracks.

Knowing how to measure (or at least see) 
brake pad wear is important. The brake 
caliper typically has an inspection port 
that shows the caliper (rust-colored part 
to the left), pad (black line in the middle) 
and metal backing plate (thin black strip).

Brake fl uid is hygroscopic so it should 
be fl ushed and replaced every two years 
under normal conditions (more often in 
very humid climates) to maintain the 
correct boiling point. 

Earlier hydroboost systems used pres-
sure from the power steering pump 
(instead of a large vacuum booster) to 
provide proper brake fl uid pressure. 
With that in mind, paying attention to 
drive belt wear is particularly important. 

Left: Depending on the environment in which you live, additives can help the per-
formance of your diesel coach. Diesel fuel conditioners/supplements have various 
claimed benefi ts depending on the brand, while air brake anti-freeze inhibits mois-
ture and corrosion in air brake systems. Above: Newer hydroboost systems utilize 
an electric motor to provide pressure to the brake system. If your motorhome is so 
equipped, you can often hear the motor running when the brake pedal is applied. 
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converted most of its Class A chassis to 
sealed bearings around 1999. The Work-
horse W16 and W18 chassis have a spin-
dle-less hub system with uni-pack bear-
ings that don’t require maintenance or 
adjustment. W20, W22, and W24 chassis 
have an “oil lubricated front hub” bearing 
system. The oil level needs to be checked 

if you live near the beach, rust can be a 
problem. Make a point to have the brake 
system checked twice a year. This is es-
sential when opting for the coastal lifestyle. 
Rust is a killer, especially on brake cali-
pers where corrosive buildup will almost 
certainly restrict the action of the caliper, 
causing loss of braking or uneven wear.

WHEEL BEARING MAINTENANCE
Several years ago, an owner was complain-
ing about a noise emanating from the right 
front wheel area. I drove the coach a short 
distance to the service bay, and to my sur-
prise, the tire and wheel fell off. The bear-
ings had literally disintegrated from lack 
of lubrication. The damage was extensive 
and the repair time consuming; the owner 
unfortunately lost two days of vacation 
time while waiting for replacement parts.

Front wheel bearings seem to be an 
“out of sight out of mind” maintenance 
item. Whether you have a diesel or a gas 
chassis, check the section in your own-
er’s manual that refers to wheel bearing 
maintenance for service intervals. Ford 

every year through a sight glass that is lo-
cated in the center of the hub. Make sure 
the oil is up to the full line, and check for 
leaks if the oil level is low.

Be sure to consult the owner’s manual 
for the correct type and weight of oil if you 
plan to top off the oil level yourself. Re-
move the cap in the center of the hub ad-
jacent to the sight glass and fill to the line. 
Inspect the condition of the oil once a year.

Regular front wheel bearing service is vital 
for long bearing life and safety. This bear-
ing had been run so long without proper 
maintenance, it was on the verge of dis-
integration. Note the missing roller in the 
middle, and severe pitting in the rollers.

An oil lubricated front hub (aka oil bath) 
system allows you to visually inspect the 
oil level. Make sure you use the correct 
oil, and keep it at or near the fill line.

D
an

ko
 M

an
uf

ac
tu

ri
ng

, 
In

c.
, 

C
ir

cl
e 

1
0

5
 o

n 
R

ea
de

r 
S

er
vi

ce
 C

ar
d

MH1313 Motorhome Maintenance Pt3.indd   8/28/13   9:38 AM   - 58 -    (Cyan)MH1313 Motorhome Maintenance Pt3.indd   8/28/13   9:38 AM   - 58 -    (Magenta)MH1313 Motorhome Maintenance Pt3.indd   8/28/13   9:38 AM   - 58 -    (Yellow)MH1313 Motorhome Maintenance Pt3.indd   8/28/13   9:38 AM   - 58 -    (BlacK)



or wheels. The oil can be changed on a 
short-term basis by removing the rubber 
plug that is located to the right of the plas-
tic inspection cover and sucking out old 
oil using a syringe. Another way to do this 
is to remove the plastic cover and allow 
the oil to drain into a pan. Drawbacks to 
this method: it’s a messy process and the 
seal on the plastic cover will need to be 
replaced before reinstalling.

Converting a conventional wheel 
bearing system on a diesel motorhome 
chassis to an oil bath system is simple 
and less expensive over the long run. 
Many experts agree that converting to an 
oil bath system not only lubricates more 
efficiently, but the changeover will save 
money in wheel bearing service.

With the proper maintenance, you 
can expect your brakes and bearings to 
be functioning at their best the next time 
you hit the road. u

Chevrolet P-chassis utilize a conven-
tional bearing system that requires period-
ic maintenance; they should be cleaned, 
inspected and pressure packed with a high 
temperature wheel bearing grease. Don’t 
forget to replace the grease seals. While 
the hubs are removed, the calipers, brake 
pads, brake hoses and overall condition 
of the brake rotors should be checked. Be 
sure to use a torque wrench when tight-
ening the spindle nut, as the adjustment 
is critical. Ford E-350- and E-450-based 
Class C chassis require the same mainte-
nance as the Chevrolet P-chassis.

Most modern diesel motorhome 
chassis use a wet hub (oil bath) front 
wheel bearing system that requires an an-
nual inspection, similar to the Workhorse 
chassis. Prior to 2005, most diesel chas-
sis required the same servicing as the 
Chevrolet P-chassis.

Basic service for any oil lubrication 
system is fairly simple. Remove the wheel 
covers and inspect the inner and outer 
parts of the hubs for any signs of oil leak-
age; it’s not necessary to remove the tires 

Bill and Jenn Gehr, along with their two 
Boston bulldogs, are full-time RV adven-
turers who enjoy sharing their technical 
knowledge with fellow RVers.
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t some point, you’re probably going to have 
to put your motorhome away for storage, and when 
you do — whether at home in the driveway or in 
a storage facility — it’s a wise decision to invest 
in an RV cover. A motorhome sitting in the 

driveway or the side yard is subject to the best (and 
worst) that Mother Nature has to offer, and 
not giving it any protection can be a 
recipe for expensive wear and tear, 
not to mention the affect on the 
exterior aesthetics.

“UV degradation is probably 
one of the biggest problems fac-
ing motorhome owners today,” 
says Morgan Ein, managing 
partner at ADCO Products 
Inc. “The UV light will essen-
tially destroy everything in its 
path.” And that UV exposure 
goes beyond simply fading 
the coach’s color; it can lead 
to much more expensive re-
pairs. “Not only does cover-
ing your motorhome preserve 
its appearance, but you must 
remember that the paint itself 
is a protective barrier used to 
keep metal and plastic com-
ponents from breaking down,” 
says Lane Wilkinson, merchan-
dise manager at Classic Acces-
sories. “If an RV’s paint is not 
protected, the components 
underneath will eventually be 
exposed and begin to show 
signs of damage.”

Paint is not the only sub-
ject of damaging expo sure. Gel-
coated fi berglass can oxidize over 
time, losing its luster and looking 
dull and chalky. This damage can 

t some point, you’re probably going to have 
to put your motorhome away for storage, and when 
you do — whether at home in the driveway or in 
a storage facility — it’s a wise decision to invest 
in an RV cover. A motorhome sitting in the 

driveway or the side yard is subject to the best (and 
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GIMME SHELTER
AS THE SEASON WINDS DOWN, 
IT’S TIME TO MAKE SURE YOU 
HAVE A PROPER COVER FOR 
YOUR MOTORHOME

by  KRISTOPHER BUNKER
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ADCO

ADCO RV covers are produced in both universal and custom 
confi gurations in a variety of outdoor fabrics. ADCO’s core 
products are what they refer to as Designer Series Contour-fi t 
RV Covers, available in SFS AquaShed and DuPont TyvekRV 
product lines. Both lines feature three-ply polypropylene side 
walls, while the roof of each cover features either the SFS 
AquaShed or the DuPont TyvekRV fabrics.

The SFS AquaShed is a three-layer fabric, the outer 
two layers being polypropylene and the middle layer a high-
tech fi lm that allows moisture to pass through. It’s intended 
to be used in moderate climates or for short-term storage. The 
fabric is gray and very gentle on automotive fi nishes, according 
to the company.

DuPont TyvekRV fabric is engineered to block up to 98 percent 
of dirt and dust particles larger than 3 microns, and also blocks 
up to 99.8 percent of the sun’s damaging UV rays, according to 
DuPont. TyvekRV is also resistant to solvents, acids and alkalis, 
offering the motorhome improved protection from bird droppings 
and acid-type rain. This fabric has a two-toned yellow/beige body 
and a white roof, and is available in contour-fi t and custom-fi t 
confi gurations.

Produced in custom-fi t confi gurations only, Sunbrella fabric 
by Glen Raven Mills is made from woven acrylic, meaning it is re-
sistant to cold-cracking, and the color of the fabric is placed into 
the fi bers as it is extruded, to make the material fade-resistant. 
This fabric is offered in tan and gray and is recommended for 
anyone who plans to own their motorhome for many years and 
wants a tailored-fi t RV cover.

ADCO products are available at www.campingworld.com. 
Visit the site for pricing.
ADCO Products, 800-541-ADCO, www.adcoprod.com

greatly affect a motorhome’s resale value. And since a motor-
home is an investment, it should be protected as such. It’s no 
secret that, when buying a used motorhome, the fi rst thing that 
grabs a buyer’s eye is the overall condition of the exterior sur-
face. Faded decals, chalky front/end caps and sun-damaged 
components can seriously impact the selling price. 

But the sun isn’t the only element that’s hard on a motor-
home. “Tree sap can also be very damaging to the paint, causing 
staining and erosion to the fi nish,” says Marina Monet, sales 
manager at www.CoverQuest.com. Motorhome covers are also 
designed to protect vehicles from bird droppings and acid-rain 
situations, and obviously help keep the exterior clean — espe-
cially EPDM roofs. “If you use an RV cover, it’s very easy to see 
that you’ll spend less time washing it and more time enjoying 
it,” says Ein.

So now that we have established the need for a cover, it’s 
time to do a bit of research. Remember, a motorhome cover is 
protection for your investment, so it’s not always wise to pick the 
cheapest option at the local warehouse store. “If you’re going 
to get a product, get a brand,” says Skip Mckee, CEO of Eevelle 
Covers. “We’ve seen an onslaught of overseas covers being pro-
duced, and shipped here with the promise of a lifetime warranty. 
There’s no way you’d get a lifetime warranty on an RV cover.”

Generally, a motorhome cover is made from polypropylene 
fabric or polyester, with varying methods of doubling or even 
tripling the layers for additional protection on the roof section. 
The fabrics are sometimes treated (or formulated) with different 
water and UV repellents, and also must allow water and moisture 
to evaporate to avoid mold and mildew forming beneath. There 
are, of course, higher-end and custom covers that contain dif-
ferent construction materials. Essentially, the more expensive 
options offer more protection (don’t they always?), and custom 
covers tend to billow less in the wind than universal covers due 
to their tighter fi t.

Once the cover is in place (see sidebar), it is generally con-
nected with straps beneath the belly of the coach. Good-quality 
covers will feature vents to reduce billowing, and some offer 
zippered panels to allow access to the doors and compartments, 
which come in handy when loading for a trip. Also, the better quality 
covers may be lighter, which makes handling — and storage while 
the motorhome is in use — much easier.

Next comes the decision to buy a universal or a custom-fi t 
cover. Custom covers are indeed more expensive, but their exact 
fi t can mean a longer lifespan for both cover and motor home fi n-
ish. And they fi t better, usually requiring fewer tie-downs, if any.

When selecting a cover based on the motorhome size, 
measure it yourself; don’t rely on the model numbers or the reg-
istration paperwork. “Measure end to end, bike rack to ladder,” 
says McKee. “That is the key.”

Covering a motorhome is a wise choice to protect your in-
vestment. You likely have a cover on the grill in your backyard; 
why not your home on wheels?

To help you with your search, we’ve listed some of the top 
companies in the RV cover fi eld. Many also offer tire covers, 
which we also recommend you purchase even if the cover ap-
pears to conceal most of the tires.
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DuPont TyvekRV fabric is engineered to block up to 98 percent 
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Camco

Camco RV Products offers a variety of RV accessories, including 
covers. The UltraGuard is recommended for cold, snowy cli-
mates. The triple-layer SFS top panel is formulated to repel 
water, allowing for maximum resistance to rainfall and snow. 
The sides are constructed using heavy-duty polypropylene, and 
the vented design helps battle mold and mildew. The integrated 
vent fl aps reduce wind lofting and inside moisture. 

UltraShield covers are recommended for use in warm, 
sunny climates. The lightweight woven polyester offers protec-
tion from the elements, and vent fl aps reduce billowing in the 
wind. UltraShield covers also feature an integrated self-adjust-
ing hold-down system. Visit the website for pricing and ordering.
Camco, 800-334-2004, www.camco.net

Classic Accessories

Classic Accessories offers three product lines for covering 
motorhomes. The most advanced line is PermaPRO, which is 
made from polyester using rip-stop technology, which can also 
be found in parachutes. PermaPRO is a thin material that is 
treated to keep water from penetrating the fabric. The covers 
carry a four-year warranty.

Classic’s midline cover is called the PolyPRO 3, and is 
made from polypropylene. The roof features three layers of 
poly for extra UV-protection, in addition to preventing moisture 
damage to the motorhome’s roof. PolyPRO 3 covers feature a 
three-year warranty.

The entry-level cover is the PolyPRO 1, which is construct-
ed from a single layer of polypropylene. The covers feature 
a two-year warranty. Visit the website for more info and pricing.
Classic Accessories, 800-854-2315, 
www.classicaccessories.com

MOTORHOME l November 2013

Covercraft

Covercraft covers are available in three fabrics. 
Ultra’tect Custom covers are made from solution-dyed 

SaturaMax yarns, offering superior shape retention and water-
shedding capabilities. Ultra’tect covers are recommended for 
motorhomes that are subject to prolonged sun exposure and 
extreme elements, and are available in brown or gray.

WeatherShield HD covers are woven by Glen Raven Mills 
using solution-dyed UV-resistant polyester fi bers, and then 
fi nished with an immersion encapsulation process, wherein 
a fi nish is placed inside the fabric to bond to each individual 
thread.

Sunbrella covers are also manufactured by Glen Raven 
Mills, and are made of the same fabrics used in the marine 
industry for bimini tops, sail covers and deck enclosures. Sun-
brella fabrics provide superior UV blockage while still allowing 
moisture to evaporate out from the coach. Visit the website for 
more info and pricing.
Covercraft Industries, 800-426-8377, www.rvcovers4u.com

CoverQuest

CoverQuest.com offers ADCO products (mentioned previously) 
in addition to Carver covers. Carver covers are made in the USA 
and are constructed of a woven, 6-ounce polyester material 
that is signifi cantly lighter than many covers on the market, 
according to the company. The polyester material is made 
of 300-denier fi lament polyester yarns, and is treated with 
marine-grade water-repellent, UV and mildew inhibitors. Avail-
able in two colors, Silver Cloud and Desert Sand, CoverQuest 
covers carry a fi ve-year-warranty.
CoverQuest, 888-726-9300, 
www.coverquest.com

Camco RV Products offers a variety of RV accessories, including 

Classic Accessories offers three product lines for covering 
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Covering Your Motorhome
HERE ARE SOME TIPS FROM THE PROS:
■  Get a buddy! Anytime you’re on the roof, it’s a good idea to have somebody 

on the ground helping you.
■  When the cover is taken out of its packaging, spread it out on a clean surface, 

such as a lawn. Open all the clips, zippers, etc., and get a good look at the 
geography of the cover before you take it to the roof. 

■  Once you’ve stretched it out a bit, apply it inside out so that it falls into place. 
Some companies even package their covers inside out for this reason.

■  Installing a cover does not come without necessary precautions. Climbing 
on the roof can be dangerous and should only be done if you are confi dent 
of your footing and balance and the roof is designed to be walked on. A safer 
way to roll out the cover is to use a ladder on the side of the rig.

■  Over the years, RV owners have devised various methods for storing/installing 
covers. One method is to roll the cover off the roof, fold the sides neatly into 
the center and place it in a 55-gallon trash can for storage. When it comes time 
to cover the motorhome, a rope is tied to the end of the material, lifted to the 
roof and dragged to the front and the sides unfolded as the user walks toward 
the rear.

■  Regardless of the method for installing and/or removing a cover, make sure 
any sharp edges — gutter spouts, antennas, accessories, etc. — are prevented 
from rubbing against the material. Premade insulators for ladders, gutter spouts 
and other rough edges are available from most cover manufacturers. Owners 
have also used swim noodles and pipe insulators to protect the covers from 
sharp edges.

■  Using a cover to protect a motorhome  may require a little effort but there are 
tremendous upsides, like spending less time cleaning and protecting the fi nish. 
Considering the cost of full-body paint or shiny gel-coated fi berglass, an RV 
cover is a good investment in money and time. ◆

64

GIMME SHELTER

Kristopher Bunker, the fomer editor 
of Trailer Life magazine, has been 
RVing for more than a decade and 
is currently a freelance writer and 
stay-at-home dad.

Eevelle

Eevelle offers three universal 
covers at varying price points de-
signed for the RV market. All covers 
feature straps every 3-4 feet for se-
curing to the motorhome, and vents 
in the fabric work to allow moisture 
to pass through to help fi ght mold 
and mildew. The covers are treated with 
a  No. 8 UV fi nish to minimize sun 
damage. 

The entry-level Traveler is a 
lightweight polypropylene cover that 
doesn’t have any zippers. It is recom-
mended for light use and carries a one-
year warranty.

The midline Expedition covers are 
Eevelle’s most popular selling brand. 
They are also made of lightweight poly-
propylene and feature straps and roof 
vents, but offer the additional feature of 
a zippered side entry. Expedition covers 
are designed to be a bit more durable 

and thus carry a three-year warranty.
The top-of-the-line Goldline covers 

are made of a marine fabric and offer 
all the features of the Expedition. Gold-
line covers are semi-custom in that the 
sizing pattern comes within 18-24 inches 
of the actual motorhome make/model. 
Visit the website for more info and 
pricing.
Eevelle, 760-434-2231, 
www.eevelle.com  
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RV World of Nokomis, Circle 130 on Reader Service Card
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freetravelinformationnovember2013

ALASKA 
Alaska and Yukon. Get your FREE official 
Alaska and Yukon vacation guides today!  
www.AlaskaYukon.net/tra. Circle 136 on 
Reader Service Card.

Alaska’s unique state ferry system offers  
affordable, year-round transportation along 
3,500 miles of scenic coastal waterways.  
Visit us at www.FerryAlaska.com or call  
800-642-0066 to start your reservation today. 
Circle 137 on Reader Service Card.

ARKANSAS 
Hook up your rig at Arkansas State Parks’ 
campsites and enjoy all the campground 
enhancements. Scenic lake, river and moun-
tain settings. Outdoor recrea tion choices 
abound. Call 888-287-2757, or visit www.
arkansasstateparks.com. Circle 138 on Reader 
Service Card.

Only Hot Springs National Park in Arkansas 
has so many unique things to do —  
from our famous thermal baths to an amaz-
ing botanical garden, fine dining and more!  
Visit www.hotsprings.org, or call 888-SPA-
CITY. Circle 139 on Reader Service Card. 

Arkansas’ DeGray Resort State Park offers lake-
side campsites, golf, trails, tennis, swimming, 
boating, fishing, horseback riding and an island 
lodge with restaurant. Call 800-737-8355, or 
visit www.degray.com. Circle 140 on Reader 
Service Card. 

FLORIDA 
With more than 120 miles of islands  
connected by bridges, the Florida Keys is a  
designated National Marine Sanctuary. Come  
and enjoy the spectacular natural wonders. 
Call 800-FLA-KEYS, or visit www.fla-keys.com. 
Circle 141 on Reader Service Card.

Camp under the trees at Florida State Parks. 
Sites feature water, electricity and a cen-
tral dump station. For more information,  
visit www.floridastateparks.org, or call 850- 
245-2157. For reservations, go to www 
.reserveamerica.com. Circle 142 on Reader 
Service Card.

The premiere Lake Harris RV Resort with  
marina and motel on Lake Harris has 336 
luxury sites, cable TV, 9-hole exec., pool,  
120 lighted wet slips, inside storage to 32  
feet. Call 800-254-9993, or go to www 
.lakeharrisresort.com. Circle 143 on Reader 
Service Card. 

IDAHO
Idaho Travel Council. Stretch your imagination 
and budget with a vacation to Idaho, to keep 
you smiling after your vacation ends. Order  
a free travel guide at www.visitidaho.org, or  
call 800-VISIT-ID. Circle 144 on Reader 
Service Card.

Idaho RV Campgrounds Association. RV IDAHO! 
The scenery is breathtaking, outdoor recreation 
is legendary and the folks are friendly. Stay 
awhile and play in Idaho. For a free RV/camp-
ground guide, call 800-VISIT-ID, or visit www.
rvidaho.org. Circle 145 on Reader Service Card. 

MISSOURI 
Free Missouri Vacation Planner. For fun places 
and great memories, enjoy a Missouri escape! 
Plan yours at 800-519-1500, ext. 89, or 
www.visitmo.com. While online, check out our  
valuable money-saving coupons. Circle 146  
on Reader Service Card.

The beautiful 54,000-acre Lake of the Ozarks 
offers a breathtaking panorama plus 261 holes 
of golf, fishing, a premium outlet mall, music 
shows, show caves, waterparks, two state 
parks. Call 800-FUNLAKE or visit www.fun 
lake.com. Circle 147 on Reader Service Card. 

MONTANA 
Epic views bookended by Glacier and 
Yellowstone national parks. Friendly locals 
sharing the unexpected and maybe their huck-
leberry pie. For your free Montana guidebook, 
call 800-VISIT-MT, or go to www.visitmt.com. 
Circle 148 on Reader Service Card. 

Visit Glacier National Park and satisfy your 
sixth sense — adventure, golf, hike, fly-fish, 
raft, cycle and more. Call 800-338-5072,  
or visit www.mt.glaciermt.com. Circle 149 on 
Reader Service Card. 

OHIO 
Ohio State Parks. Discover Ohio at any of our 
57 state-park campgrounds. Open year-round: 
hiking, golf, swimming, picnicking, boating, 
nature programs. Call 866-OHIOPARKS for 
reservations, or visit www.ohiostateparks.org. 
Circle 150 on Reader Service Card. 

WYOMING 
Buffalo Bill’s Cody/Yellowstone Country, 
Wyoming: Rodeos, history, culture, outdoor 
adventure, recreation, tours, wildlife and 
Yellowstone National Park. Enjoy fine dining, 
museums, shopping, music and more. Call 800-
393-2639, or visit www.yellowstonecountry 
.org. Circle 151 on Reader Service Card. 

Experience an adventure full of the spirit that 
is forever West. The Grand Tetons, Yellowstone, 
Devils Tower and more. Wyoming. Forever West. 
Call 800-225-5996, or visit www.wyoming 
tourism.org. Circle 152 on Reader Service Card. 

CANADA
Yellowhead Highway — Crossing the Trans-
Canada Yellowhead Highway is a journey into 
Canadian history, including prairie mysteries 
and mountain legends. Request your free 
travel guide and map to explore the Yellowhead 
Highway in greater detail. Yellowhead it! Visit 
www.yellowheadit.com or call 877-Go-Yello. 
Circle 153 on Reader Service Card. u

MotorHome’s Free Travel Information helps RVers with trip planning. The following attrac-
tions, states and Canadian province offer free information about their facilities. To request 
materials, tear out the postage-paid card opposite the Advertisers Index, circle the numbers 
that correspond to your selections, fill out the card and drop it in the mail. For faster service, 
visit www.motorhome.com/info and request your information online, and visit each listing’s 
website for immediate information.

Safe on the Road!TM

www.MinderResearch.com
(772) 463-6522

Thank you for voting 

TireMinder
North America's 

#1
Tire Pressure

Monitoring System!
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‘Tis the season of giving and we’d like to give you and your family  
3 FREE MONTHS of Good Sam TravelAssist when you enroll now through December 

31, 2013. Good Sam TravelAssist is not medical insurance. Good Sam TravelAssist ensures 

you have a back-up plan for costs that insurance usually won’t cover if you become ill or 

injured while traveling. From serious medical evacuations to lost luggage or forgotten 

prescriptions, you’ll be taken care of 24/7/365 – anywhere in the world.  

This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your plan description carefully to understand all the services available to you as well as any items, conditions or limitations.  
O�er available to first-time buyers only. O�er expires December 31, 2013. GTA25887 0813

3 MONTHS FREE  
when you enroll

Reg. $99.99 per yearFor
Just $89.99

Protect yourself and your loved ones with benefits that include:

•   Emergency medical evacuations

•  RV/vehicle return service to your home

•   Travel companion benefits

•   Transportation home after stabilization

•    Pet return assistance

•  Lost luggage assistance

•  And more

CALL  1-866-457-7352

CLICK  GoodSamTravelAssist.com/3free
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CURBSIDE CONVENIENCE
To make it more convenient to spray 
things off, I ran a hose from the street-
side utility bay. A Y-fitting with valves  
was used to split the incoming water  
supply, and then the hose was routed 
across the basement to the curbside. I 
placed a hook near the curbside storage 
door so that the hose is within easy reach. 
The valve is used so that the hose does 
not remain pressurized all of the time 
reducing the risk of leaking. For further 
convenience, two shelf brackets bolted 
together back-to-back make a great way to hang the hose on the rear tire so it’s ready for 
quick use. Now I can easily rinse off picnic tables upon arrival, and clean muddy bikes, 
shoes, the grill and lawn furniture before stowing for departure. This has saved me a lot  
of time lugging things over to the spigot on the street side.
LEN BENKOSKY l SCOTTSDALE, ARIZ. u
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KEEPING AN EYE  
ON BASEMENT HEAT
Our motorhome has all of the plumbing in the heated 
basement so winter travel is easier. I do get concerned  
about the basement temperature when we are using  
the dash heat or campground electricity for heat,  
since only the gas furnace heats the basement. 

To keep tabs on the temperature in the basement, I  
purchased a wireless two-zone thermometer and placed both 
sensors in the basement — one in front, in the water pump 
area and the other near the dump valves in the rear. The  
monitor is in the coach and with a push of a button, I can  
see how cold the basement is and run the furnace if needed. 
KEVIN WILMOUTH l GREENWOOD, IND.

quicktips   from  OUR READERS

SPEEDY 
BATTERY 
CABLE 
CLEANING
To simplify and speed-up 
battery cable cleaning,  
I use 20-gauge shotgun 
cleaning brushes in a por-
table drill. The diameter 
of these brushes is a bit 
less than ½ inch. For even 
faster, aggressive cleaning, 
I use 12-gauge brushes, 
which are ¾ inch (18 mm). 
I have used a variety of  
gun cleaning brushes for 
lots of cleaning projects 
around the house and in  
the garage. The brushes  
are available in stainless 
steel, bronze and plastic.
NORM KUBOTA
TORRANCE, CALIF.

WATER HOSE HELPER
Many smaller motor-
homes have a water-
tank filler inlet that is 
separate from the  
city water connection. 
Filling the tank often 
requires patience 
while holding the 
hose in place and  
adjusting the water 
flow to prevent the 
water from backing 
up. I bought a length 
of ½-inch clear 
plastic tubing and a 
female brass garden 
hose fitting plus a 
small hose clamp. 
Now I can attach  
the hose and filter  
to this adapter and 
slide the tube into the 

filler opening far enough to hold it in place. The tube is also 
small enough to allow air to escape while the tank fills.
RAY I. SCROGGINS l LAS CRUCES, N.M.

s
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Quick Tips, MotorHome’s monthly column of handy, simple tips by fellow RVers, is looking for submis-
sions. Please send your favorite do-it-yourself ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, 
Ventura, CA 93001, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include photos, illustrations 
or drawings, if necessary. If your tip is selected for publication, you’ll receive $35.
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Ever get into a situation when you’re just not sure
which way to go? As a motorhome owner, individual profi le infor-
mation is important when traveling to unknown places where the 
wrong move can get you into trouble or cause embarrassment.

In an effort to provide a tool for RVers that goes beyond 
cookie-cutter GPS nav systems, Garmin recently released its RV 
760LMT. This Garmin device features travel throughout the U.S. 
and Canada using preloaded street maps, specialized RV routing 
and every other imaginable GPS option an RVers could want.

The Garmin RV 760LMT has a monitor with a 7-inch color 
TFT screen with a white backlight, projecting actual display 
dimensions of 6.1 inches W x 3.4 inches H. Aside from the 
massive display, the RV 760LMT features special routing that 
recognizes RV related restrictions throughout the U.S. and 
Canada, completely customizable by weight, height, length and 
width of the motorhome you’re driving. The RV 760LMT has 
20,000 RV parks and service locations in its memory and offers 
information on a host of campground amenities.

Bluetooth connec tivity allows the unit to be fully compat-
ible with iPhone and Android smartphones. There’s also a 
Smartphone Link for live services using downloadable apps to 

access a number of 
resources, including 
traffi c and weather. 
This thing is so directed 
toward RVers that even 

the icon on the screen 
is a traveling motorhome. 

The unit gets its 
power by plugging into 
a 12-volt DC utility 
socket (aka cigarette 

lighter) and is equipped with a rechargeable 
lithium-ion battery, which provides up to 1.5 

hours of run time so the Garmin can also be used as a 
large screen portable GPS. It is also possible to use the 

RV 760LMT as a back-up video monitor using the external 
input and the optional wireless camera ($150).

The Garmin RV 760LMT is so packed with functions, 
upon setup you might get the feeling that programing and 
learning this device might be overwhelming and time consum-
ing. But in fact, it’s so simple to operate that being able to read 
and push touch-screen icons are all that’s required; it doesn’t 
even come with conventional instructions — just a few basic 
diagrams to follow. To get started, log on to www.Garmin.com 
and download any updates using the included USB cable . 
Access to updates is free for life. Once all downloading is 
completed, it’s just a matter of attaching the window mounting 
bracket to the power adapter, the GPS unit to the mount and 
fi nding a suitable location that’s ergonomic for the driver. 

Installing the Garmin in a coach may present some chal-
lenges, depending on the dash design. It’s not practical to 
mount the suction-cup bracket on the front window in a Class A 
motor home because of the distance to the driver, even though 
there’s a 5-foot power cord. It’s possible to mount the unit on 
the side window, and since it responds to voice commands, the 
driver doesn’t have to touch the screen while driving. Mounting 
on the dash is best for inline visibility, but the suction cup may 
not stick to all surfaces. Owners can opt for the portable friction 
mount ($25) or devise a system to secure the standard bracket.

The RV 760LMT is packed with features and offers the lat-
est technology for getting travelers to their destinations. Having 
instant knowledge about what’s on the road ahead is a big benefi t 
for any motorhome traveler. Viewing a big screen with clear voice 
commands and easy-to-follow navigational graphics puts safety 
as priority one. The RV 760LMT has an msrp of $399.99. 
Garmin, www.garmin.com ◆
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access a number of 
resources, including 
traffi c and weather. 
This thing is so directed 
toward RVers that even 

the icon on the screen 
is a traveling motorhome. 

The unit gets its 
power by plugging into 
a 12-volt DC utility 
socket (aka cigarette 

lighter) and is equipped with a rechargeable 
lithium-ion battery, which provides up to 1.5 

hours of run time so the Garmin can also be used as a 
large screen portable GPS. It is also possible to use the 

RV 760LMT as a back-up video monitor using the external 
input and the optional wireless camera ($150).

The Garmin RV 760LMT is so packed with functions, 
upon setup you might get the feeling that programing and 
learning this device might be overwhelming and time consum-
ing. But in fact, it’s so simple to operate that being able to read 

HANDS-ON l by KEVIN LIVINGSTON

COMPLETE 
NAVIGATION
Garmin’s RV 760LMT GPS 
is specifi cally designed for RVers 
looking to stay one step ahead 
while on the road — and have 
access to campground information
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I figured it was a fluke or that I had hit 
something. Then, the other three gave 
up. The tread began to crack and come 
off around the entire circumference. 
These tires had less than 1,000 miles 
and were only 14 months old.

I contacted Carlisle Transportation 
Products and they asked for pictures as 
well as the normal things. I provided 
the details and received authorization 
to go get four new replacement tires 
on their dime. Unfortunately, the near-
est store did not handle Carlisle tires. 
So Carlisle authorized a set amount of 
money to cover the tire replacement. I 
purchased, and had installed, four new 
trailer tires, and submitted my receipt 
to Carlisle. Guess what … I received 
my reimbursement in three weeks, just 
like they promised.

I say hats off to Carlisle and their 
customer service folks. The woman I 
dealt with made the entire ordeal as 
painless as possible and really made 
me feel like an important customer.
ROBERT SLOANE
VIA EMAIL

HELPFUL CUSTOMER SERVICE
We are full-timers and have a 2002 
Newmar Dutch Star with Auto Motion 
Shades. These are the manual day-
and-night double shades. We had a 
bracket break on the night shade after 
13 months. When we contacted Auto 
Motion Shades, the company replaced 
the bracket and sent a rewind wrench 
to rewind the spring — all at their cost. 
They also sent instructions on how to 
rewind the shades. 

With their good, helpful customer 
service, we highly recommend them to 
anyone wanting shades for their coach. 
We love ours and considered it a hard-
ship during the time they were down.

Thank you Auto Motion Shades.
ED AND YVONNE MCGANN �

techsavvy   HOT LINE 

Disenchanted 
Customer
UNABLE TO SECURE WARRANTY  
REPAIRS THAT HAD BEEN PROMISED 
TO HIM BY HIS RV DEALER, A READER 
CONTACTED HOT LINE FOR HELP.  
HE WROTE:

TO CONTRIBUTE TO HOT LINE, 
please refer to Contact MotorHome, on 
page 10.

I purchased a new 2012 Forest River 
Forester Class C motorhome in April 
2013 from Southern RV Supercenter 
in Lafayette, La.

I would like Hot Line’s help in 
getting Southern RV Supercenter and  
Forest River to repair the folding board 
on my slideout and replacing the  
mattress for the bed.

It has been three months since 
Southern RV Supercenter promised 
me the motorhome would be repaired. 
Every time I speak to someone at 
Southern RV, they say that parts have 
been ordered and that it will take a 
couple of weeks to get them.

It is now Aug. 4, 2013, and I have 
yet to receive my repair work or mat-
tress. Could Hot Line please help me.
BILLY R. DEROUEN
NEW IBERIA, LA.

Hot Line contacted Southern RV Su-
percenter in an attempt to facilitate 
a positive resolution to DeRouen’s di-
lemma. We received the following let-
ter from DeRouen that filled us in on 
the conclusion to his case. He wrote:

I would like to thank Hot Line for its 
assistance in solving my problem with 
Southern RV Supercenter and Forest 
River. The job they did was satisfac-
tory. I appreciate your help.
B.D.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION
These days we see many letters written 
about not getting help from RV manu-
factures. I have a positive one that I 
think everyone needs to read.

This summer, on our trip to Wyo-
ming from Texas, my tow dolly trailer 
tires began separating. I had one 
changed before we left for our trip, and 

FOR FREE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
ON PRODUCTS AND SERVICES  
OFFERED IN THIS ISSUE, CIRCLE  
THE NUMBER ON THE ATTACHED 
CARD THAT CORRESPONDS TO  
THE NUMBER OF THE COMPANY  
THAT INTERESTS YOU, AND MAIL. 
VISIT WWW.MOTORHOME.COM/INFO  
FOR FASTER RESPONSE.
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Do you know where I can get parts 
for my 1997 Triple E Commander  
motorhome?
PIERRE GODIN
VANIER, ONTARIO, CANADA

It all depends on what parts you need. 
First, try contacting the coach manu-
facturer at www.tripleerv.com. It may 
no longer produce your coach model 
but that would be the best place to 
start looking for parts. Motorhome 
builders use a wide variety of parts 
from different sources. Many of the 
items such as lights and appliances are 
also used by other manufacturers and 
are fairly readily available through RV 
repair shops and online. Chassis and 
drivetrain parts are also widely avail-
able, because they were not specific 
to your coach. Ford chassis parts are 
available through Ford dealers. The few 
items that are specific to your make 
and model may be found at companies 
listed on www.rv.net/obsolete/?action=
group&groupid=1. You can also use an 
Internet search engine to look for spe-
cific items by name and/or brand and 
part number, or search for “RV salvage 
yards in Canada” for example.

“GUMMY” GASOLINE GENSET? 
We have a 2011 Itasca Suncruiser with 
a Cummins gasoline generator model 
5.5 HGJAB-103 E. Where is the fuel 
filler for the generator? Does it feed 
off of the main fuel tank of the chas-
sis? I need to know so I can add fuel 
stabilizer to keep the carburetor from 
gumming up. I have had to have a new 
carburetor installed this year.
BILL BRYANT l CHICAGO, ILL.

The fuel for the genset does come from 
the motorhome’s main tank, and the 
fuel pickup locations are designed to 
only draw down to about 1/4 tank, so 

they won’t run the tank dry if inadver-
tently left on too long. The reformu-
lated ethanol-laced E10 gasolines are 
causing havoc with small engines all 
over the country. You can install a man-
ual fuel cutoff in the fuel line going to 
the generator, and before you put your 
coach away for any period exceeding a 
few weeks, shut the fuel off while the 
genset is running and allow it to run 
out of fuel and stall. For longer-term 
storage, you can add enough fuel stor-
age stabilizer for the main tank, mix it 
by driving, then follow the same proce-
dure of stalling the genset to remove 
fuel from the jets and passages.

DINGHY DECISION
We have a 2011 Forester Class C 
motor home. Can I tow a 2004 Chrysler 

PT cruiser GT stick shift four wheels 
down?
GEORGE FRANK l CLOVIS, CALIF.

MotorHome’s annual Dinghy Towing 
Guides, which list the vehicles for that 
model year that are approved for towing 
behind a motorhome and give specific 
details about restrictions, are available 
for download at www.motorhome.com/
download-dinghy-guides for $1.99 
each. The guide can save you thou-
sands of dollars if it helps prevent a 
potential owner from towing a vehicle 
that’s not safely towable.

That said, the PT is actually certi-
fied by Chrysler for four-wheels down 
towing behind a motorhome ONLY 
with the manual transmission. Keep 
in mind that you must also have suf-
ficient towing capacity. To calculate 
this, subtract the fully loaded weight of 
the coach from the gross combination 
weight rating (GCWR). The difference 
will be how much weight your coach 
can tow. Weigh the fully loaded PT 
Cruiser to verify you are within limits.

MONACO MISCELLANY
We bought a 2004 Class A Monaco  
motorhome that has 37,000 miles on 
the chassis. The black and gray tanks 
read wrong. Where would sensors be on 
the tanks? Also, the inside lights (12 
volt) flicker, including lights in luggage 
compartments. Also, the rear slide on 
the curb side goes out, but when trying 
to slide in it only works if I lean the 
whole coach to the left and push on the 
outside of the slide while my wife works 
the switch. What can I do for that?
CALVIN SCHWARZ
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS

The sensors should be on the sides of 
tanks, with wires connected to them. 
Problems with these are very common, 
and you’ll find lots of stories on the 
forums about what folks have done to 
solve them. You might start by filling 
the tanks with water, driving around 
to slosh the water, and dump them. 
There are also chemicals you can put 
in the tanks that are designed to clean 
the contacts. Some people report that 
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Parts Paucity

by  KEN FREUND

STICKING SLIDES  
CAN BE CAUSED  
BY A NUMBER OF  
PROBLEMS. SLIDE 

SEALS AND TRACKS 
NEED TO BE CLEANED  

AND LUBED,  
AND ADJUSTED TO  
PREVENT STICKING.  

WIRING CONNECTIONS 
CAN ALSO BECOME  

CORRODED, WHICH MAY 
CAUSE A VOLTAGE DROP.
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If you get a reading, the power source is good; if you get no 
reading, check for a loose connection behind the light, and pro-
ceed to b) if necessary. 

b) To check the hot (+) circuit, touch a meter probe to the 
bulb socket contact and the other probe to the rim (-) of a nearby 
light that works, using alligator-clip extension wires if necessary.  
If there is no reading, the hot circuit (+) is dead, usually caused 
by a loose connection. 

A fuse can be 
checked by setting the 
meter on “continuity.” 
Touch a probe on each 
end of the fuse; the 
meter reading should 
drop to near zero. Light 
bulbs also can be test-
ed for continuity. Never 
test continuity in a 
“hot” circuit. 

Before connecting 
the coach to an outside 
120-volt-AC electri-
cal source, it should 
be checked for correct 
polarity (wires properly 
connected) and/or a faulty ground connection — problems that 
can cause damage to appliances. 

Set the meter on the 200-volt AC voltage scale, and use 
the probes carefully to avoid a nasty jolt if a fi nger inadvertently 
makes contact with the metal tip.  

Checking 30-amp 
outlets:  With the circuit 
breaker in the “on” posi-
tion, insert the black probe 
into the half-round slot 
(ground). Insert the red 
probe into the left rectan-
gular slot (hot). The read-
ing should be 115 to 120 
volts, which indicates that 
the ground connection is 
good and that the polarity 
is correct.  

Keep the black probe in the ground slot and move the red 
probe to the right slot (common); this should produce no reading 
— no voltage between common and ground. If either of the tests 
fails to produce the desired reading, don’t connect; inform park 
management.

The instruc-
tions packaged with 
multimeters cover 
many additional di-
agnostic functions, 
which can be very 
useful. ◆

  BACK TO BASICS  How to Use a Multimeter 

A multimeter, also known as a multi-tester, can be
one of your most useful tools. It allows you to measure a variety of 
electrical functions including DC and AC voltage, circuit continu-
ity and resistance. If you don’t have one, check hardware stores 
for a variety of these meters that have a digital readout. 

A primary role for a multi-tester may be considered a “gas 
gauge” for battery state of charge, and to measure the viability 
of your charging sources — very important if you frequently dry 
camp. To assure consistent results while using the meter for 
charge status of the house batteries, readings should be always 
be taken the same way — with no load (except refrigerator) or 
charging input. 

To test charging via the engine alternator, start the engine 
and use the meter’s 20-volt or 40-volt DC scale (depending on 
brand and model) to check voltage at the starting as well as 

house batteries. The reading should be 13.5 to 14.2 volts, vary-
ing with battery state of charge and with ambient temperature. 
A voltage reading as low as 13.5 is not ideal, but is normal for 
some engine alternators in warm weather.

Next, test performance of the motorhome’s converter/bat-
tery charger, which will tell you how well the system will fare 
while relying on it and the AC generator — unless you rely mainly 
on solar panels for battery recharging.

With the generator running or the coach connected to 
a land line, voltage at the house batteries should be about 
13.8 after an hour or so of running, if the converter is single-
stage. With a multi-stage “smart” converter/charger, voltage will 
vary between 13.5 (battery fl oat following full charge) and 14.2 
to 14.5 at full charge.  

Checking circuits is 
another valuable use of 
the multimeter. Example: a 
12-volt-DC light bulb fails 
to function. The bulb fi la-
ment appears to be good, 
and the fuse is OK. 

a) Set the meter on the 
appropriate DC scale and 
touch the red probe to the 
contact inside the socket 
(+) and the black probe 
to the rim of the socket (-). 

 VOLTAGE  STATE OF CHARGE 
12.6 or higher 100%
 12.4 70%
 12.1 50%
 11.8 30%
 11.5 10%
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several bags of ice cubes put into the 
tank through the toilet will help clean the 
contacts if the coach is driven vigorously 
right after the ice is put in; the idea is that 
the ice will knock off hard deposits. You 
might also look into aftermarket monitor 
kits that replace the original trouble-prone 
sensors. 

Flickering lights are caused by volt-
age fl uctuations. You may want to put a 
voltmeter on the power wire going to the 
lights, and also measure voltage after 
the converter. If the voltage from the 
converter is fluctuating, the converter 
may be faulty. Loose connections could 
also cause this, and especially, a bad 
ground connection somewhere in the 

system could affect many lights as well 
as other 12-volt DC devices.

Sticking slides can be caused by 
a number of problems. Slide seals and 
tracks need to be cleaned and lubed, and 
adjusted to prevent sticking. Wiring con-
nections also may be corroded, causing a 
voltage drop. Have you tried running the 
motorhome engine to raise the voltage 
while you work the slide?

WINDSHIELD WIPER PROBLEMS
My brother and I both GM chassis Dol-
phin motorhomes. Mine is a 2004, his is 
a 2008. We both have a perplexing prob-
lem with our wipers. Both of us have had 
our wipers stay on after extended use and 

cannot shut them off without shutting the 
engine down. If one doesn’t wait at least 
15 minutes, it is necessary to remove the 
fuse or the wipers will start up on their 
own again. I have also had the wipers 
start up without being turned on after 
fi lling with gas, and the same procedure 
is required to stop them. My brother has 
also been able to turn his wipers on the 
intermittent setting, but could not turn 
them to the faster speed when required.

My brother had his wiper motor re-
placed and both of us have had a module 
replaced in a panel behind the dash gaug-
es. We are now hearing that it may be a 
relay switch problem. The most perplexing 
thing is they only do it infrequently. This 
winter on our trip to Arizona, no problems 
were encountered but I did not have to use 
the wipers for any extended time. 

We hope you are able to help us, as 
few people seem knowledgeable about 
this issue. Our feedback indicates this is 
a GM problem and not a motorhome issue.
GERALD BORBRIDGE
CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA

The wiper motors were supplied by GM 
with the chassis and have nothing to do 
with National RV/Dolphin. They have an 
auto-park feature, which is likely the prob-
lem. Sometimes moisture gets into them, 
or the contacts short or go bad. The fact 
that the problem went away when you 
were in dry Arizona supports this. 

I would open up the wiper control 
(on the motor) or replace it. These motor 
assemblies can be found online with a 
Google search if you’re having a problem 
fi nding them.

REFRIGERATOR — ON OR OFF?
We have a diesel Class A motorhome. We 
use it about once a month for a week at 
a time during the summer. Is it better to 
leave the refrigerator on all the time or 
should we turn it off between uses? 
JAMES NELSON
LATROBE, PENN.

Shut it off. You’ll save energy and wear 
on the unit. When it’s off, prop the doors 
open so that it doesn’t get musty inside. 
Start it up the night before you load it with 
food so it’s cold when you’re ready to go.

MAXXAIR FAN DELIVERS A BREATH OF FRESH AIR
Musty odors can accumulate when motorhomes are closed up. The MaxxFan 
Standard model ventilation fans from MaxxAir Ventilation Solutions, with revers-
ible fan option, effi ciently draw in fresh air and also remove hot, stale air. Maxx-
Fan Standard fans are available in remote control or manual lid-opening models. 
Sturdy and durable twin lid-lifting arms ensure smooth and safe operation with 
no lid fl uttering during high winds or when the motorhome is moving. A power-
ful, fuse-protected 12-volt DC ball-bearing motor with built-in thermal protection 
operates a 12-inch, 10-blade fan to circulate more than 900 cubic feet of air per 
minute. A keypad has 10 fan speeds, as well as control thermostat, air intake and 
exhaust functions. The fl ush-mounted fan fi ts any standard 14-by-14-inch roof 
opening, and closes securely for a low-profi le appearance. When the lid is closed, 
the MaxxFan also operates as a ceiling fan, a MaxxFan exclusive. The interior 
insect screen removes easily for cleaning.

MaxxFan Standard Model 4000K ($265) features a white manual open lid. 
Model 4500K ($375) features a smoke-colored electric opening lid and comes 
with a hand-held remote control with easy-to-read LCD screen. 
MaxxAir, 316-832-3400, www.maxxair.com.

MAXXAIR FAN DELIVERS A BREATH OF FRESH AIR

CONTINUED ON PAGE 79
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This Holiday season, let there be peace on earth … and peace of mind.
‘Tis the season for giving, and we’d like to give you and your family the gift of peace 

of mind by o�ering you 3 FREE MONTHS of Good Sam Roadside Assistance when 

you enroll now through December 31, 2013.* Although your RV may be parked for the 

winter, you can count on Good Sam Roadside Assistance if you experience a roadside 

emergency in your car, truck or SUV. Wherever you are, we’re just a phone call away 

-- 24/7, 365 days a year. 

 *Introductory rate available for first-time buyers only. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for members residing in Alaska, 
Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by A nity Road & Travel Club, LLC for members residing in all other states. All program benefits are subject to the limitations

set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure, which is accessible at GoodSamERS.com/mbbs. GRA19449 0812

3 MONTHS FREE  
when you enroll

Reg. $114.95 per year

For
Just $79.95*

5 GREAT REASONS to have Good Sam Roadside Assistance

•   24 Hour Service with UNLIMITED distance towing to  
the nearest network service facility

•  Protection for your RV and ALL household vehicles

•   Coverage for your spouse and dependent children 
– AT NO EXTRA COST

•   Dispatch of a mobile mechanic for minor roadside repairs

•   Caller locator technology which allows us to pinpoint  
your location using GPS and cellular technology

CALL 1-800-765-5938 
CLICK GoodSamRoadside.com/ourgift
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For information on Mail-Order Advertising rates: MotorHome Marketplace, 
Attention: Kathy Schurman, 516 Maple Knoll Way NW., St. Michael, MN. 55376., or call 763-497-2458

GOT A WEDGIE?

LED Upgrade for Wedge Base Bulbs
912, 921 and Similar

50,000 HOURS OF CONTINUOUS USE
JIRAH COMPANY 909-297-1926
www.jirahled.com

sales@jirahled.com

ULTRA-HIGH  
EFFICIENCY

SAVES FUEL!
RUNS COOL!

See us in  

Booth 343 at the 

Good Sam Rally  

in Atlanta

NO EXTENSIONS
NO LEAKS

EASY TO AIR UP

800-300-2674

FOR DUALLY
PICK-UP & MOTORHOMES
REPLACEMENT VALVE STEMS

OUTER
DUALLY

IN
NE

R 
DU

AL
LY

duallyvalve.com

OUR STEMS CARRY A WARRANTEE, EXTENSIONS DO NOT

$
+ $800 SH

BRASS

VALVE STEN / STABILIZER

11000

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Now, more money-saving  
reasons to join!

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

• Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
• Camping World Club Pricing
• Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane & Dump  
 Station Discounts 
• Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call
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BOOKS

WHEELS ACROSS AMERICA
CARRIAGE ART & CRAFTMANSHIP
EARLY TRANSPORTATION HISTORY
www.TempoInternationalPublishing.com

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Great Business Opportunity! RV sales &
service facility, est. 1978, located
in NE Oregon, view at smileyrv.com.
Health forces quick sale, was $1.5 million
now only $950,000. Call Tim 800-338-6562

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401.
To sell 800-952-0401.
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP FOR SALE 
which includes North Shore, Lake Havasu, 
Parker, Yuma Lakes & Cherry Valley. $2K.
Call Carol 916-331-4504

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS- S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
Supersites $50s. RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT- FROSTPROOF, FL
• Developer Close Out • RV Porte Lots 1/2 Price
From $29,950 While They Last.
1-800-654-5177 • www.lilylake.com

INVESTMENTS

EARN 6% INTEREST
PER ANNUM
1 (855) 306-3223 Toll Free
Not available in some states.

LEGAL SERVICES

MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated.
• Go with 36+ years experienced law firm.
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

LOTS FOR SALE

NC/GA MOUNTAINS Class A diesel pusher
only. 150’ creek frontage, elev 3100’,
covered patio, kitchen w/ gas fireplace
concrete pad & road, storage shed.
Private owner. 706-746-5886

ARIZONA RV SITES FOR SALE-Yuma area
Come join our winter family
Large lots, utilities & fence included-$35K
Debi 928-502-1144  www.copperridgerv.com

MAIL FORWARDING

$10 MAILBOX RENTALS -- South Dakota
Vehicle Reg -- Low 3% S.D. Sales Tax
No State Income Tax, No Veh Inspections
800-419-1690 www.yourbestaddress.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/MH Call us first!

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

HOLLAND MOTOR HOMES
www.hollandmotorhomes.com
800-961-4464
San Diego, CA

MOTORHOMES WANTED

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $  
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL 

& GAS • FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP  
TOLL FREE  1-888-782-8987  

www.rvbuyersusa.com 
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE 

4455 ULMERTON RD, CLEARWATER, FL 33762
SALES, SERVICE, PAINT & BODY, ALSO PARTS
SPECIALIZING IN FULL COACH REMODEL
WE BUY AND CONSIGN HIGHLINE RV’S
888-571-5755 PARLIAMENTMOTORCOACH.COM

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign
vogtrv.com - (817)831-4222

2014-2001 MOTORHOMES WANTED
Nationwide -- Gas or Diesel
Call 888-783-4009 or 813-783-4000
or Instant Cash MotorhomeFinders.com

DON’T SELL YOUR RV!...
...until you talk to Stephen!
We’re professional, It’s simple...
Call 480-529-7519

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP
(602) 421-3870

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628

WANTED
Have Cash, Will Travel
For 1998 and newer diesel coaches.
www.rvgone.com
Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807.

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or
diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.
Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER
Searching for Pre-Owned RVs
Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com 
www.rvbuyerswest.com

ACCESSORIES

MOTORHOME MOTORCYCLE CARRIER 200LB all 
aluminum loader, 12 volt system removes  
in 90 secs. $2,495 plus cargo deck platform.  
mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121
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SELLING!??? Instant cash for your 2005 - current
Motorhome. All models Top$$ + Quick pickup
Call Joe Punzi 831-458-6166 or 888-829-0254 ext 166
Over the last 50 years! North Bay Ford RV

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.
All makes and models.No hassles.
For instant cash call Keith Roy
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

WE BUY MOTORHOMES
2000 & NEWER - PAID FOR OR NOT
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
60,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings
www.RVT.com or 1.888.479.1099

RV REGISTRY 
www.rvregistry.com
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners
No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING
WE WILL FINANCE YOUR MOTORHOME BUYER
RVs of all types: Diesel, Gas, Trailers, 5ers, Toads
 ••• www.RVclearinghouse.com ••• 

RV FINANCING

#1 ONLINE FOR RV FINANCING, THE ORIGINAL!
$399 MONTANA LLC’s -- www.RVLLC.com
FINANCING ••• www.RVfi nancing.com
CALL NOW -- Toll Free 888-929-4424

RV RESORT LOT RENTALS

NEW LUX MOTORCOACH RESORT-SW FLORIDA.
Clubhouse w/pool, spa, fi tness ctr, waterfront
brdwalks, fi shing pier, tennis & putting grn. 
Class A only. Sales & Rentals avail. Port 
Charlotte, FL. motorcoach@myakka-river.com
941-740-2599. www.myakka-river.com

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO is a beautiful Class A
Resort located near sunny Palm springs, CA.
This active luxury adult resort features
free golf, tennis, pickle ball, fi tness ctr &
much more. Come join the fun, you’ll
make great friends that last a life time.
www.orindio.com 1-800-892-2992

RV SITES FOR SALE

MT OLIVE SHORES N, POLK CITY, FL RV SITE
w/oversized pad, casita, outdoor kitchen,
132’ dock, lake irrigation. $140,000.
Call John 239-825-2444. Pictures at
lot124mtoliveshoresnorth.webs.com

RV SPACES FOR RENT

SKY VALLEY, GA. CLASS A DIESEL PUSHER RV
lot for rent in Mountain Retreat & Golf,
Community $300/wk or $900/mo. Private
outdoor kitch overlooks mountain stream.
10 mi to Highlands, NC. 706-746-5886

LARGE RV SPACES-Bellfl ower, CA. 55+ only
1 mo. min. Pool, billiards, clubhouse, WIFI.
Near freeways, beaches & mtns. Small pet ok.
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227

SERVICES

INVERTER SERVICE AND GENERATOR REPAIRS
Magnum Authorized Service Center
Columbia, Missouri near I-70 and Hwy 63
573-814-3131  www.pcselectronicsmo.com

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

AVOID SALES TAX ON RVS AND VEHICLES
Call to speak to a licensed MT attorney about
setting up an LLC. 10+ years of experience.
Heggen Law Offi ce, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.heggenlawoffi ce.com  888-777-5032

ACTION SERVICES, LLC
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney
No Sales Tax in MT - - Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance - - For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com

COMMERCIAL: Open to fi rms or individuals advertising the sale or re sale of a com-
mercially produced item or service. $55 per line, four-line minimum, 40 characters per 
line. For photo ad, limited to RVs and real estate, add $95 (B/W), $115 (color). For logo 
add $95 (B/W), $115 (color). No category limitations for logos. 6X 5% discount; 12X 
10% discount.
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATE 1” ad B/W $395; 2” ad B/W $675. Add 
$75 for color. Frequency discounts apply.
 BOLDFACE TYPE: Please note fi rst line is boldface at no charge. Add $5/line for ad-
ditional bold type.
PRIVATE PARTY: For individuals selling personally-owned item, such as an RV, truck, 
auto, camp ground membership resale. $30 per line, four-line minimum, 40 characters 
per line. No charge for phone number OR email address. 
For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or color print acceptable; high-resolution digital image 
preferred). Limit one photo per ad.
OPTIONAL RED TYPE: For your ad to appear in red type, add $50 for Commercial ad, 
add $25 for Private Party ad.
HOW TO PLACE AN AD: Submit ad copy by mail, email or fax. Please include your 
name, address and phone number. Mail: Send with payment (check; money order; 
VISA, MC, Discover or American Express number, signature and expiration date) 
to: MotorHome Classifi eds, Attention: Kathy Schurman, 516 Maple Knoll Way NW, 
St. Michael, MN 55376. 
Questions:  Phone 763-497-2458 
E-mail: kathy.schurman@goodsam.com    Fax: 270-438-4757  Attn: Kathy Schurman
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DASH DISTRESS
My motorhome is a 2001 Newmar 40-foot 
Dutch Star on a Freightliner XC chassis 
with a Caterpillar 3126 and an Allison six 
speed with about 44,000 miles. Under-
standably, since it’s used, there have been 
some issues and through Web searches, 
and drawing on my background as a gen-
eral contractor and mechanic (not diesel), 
I have been able to solve most. However, 
this one is a real puzzle for me. 

The motorhome’s dash heater does 
not heat; it blows cold air. The A/C cools 
moderately. So far I can deal with that. The 
puzzle is, when I turn on the heat or the 
A/C the transmission temperature gauge 
drops to cold. According to Freightliner, 
the transmission temperature should run 
at about ten o’clock. When the A/C and/
or heater are off, the transmission runs 
where it should; but when either is turned 
on, it drops to cold. 

Normally I wouldn’t consider some-
thing running cold to be a problem, but 
the transmission doesn’t work as well 
when cold (a particular problem driving 
narrow, winding roads.) A separate issue 
is the dash heater doesn’t heat. If I could 
get some help with that it would be great, 
but my big concern is the transmission 
temperature. 
BILL SOUTHER
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO.

The temperature of all those gallons of 
transmission fluid is not going to change 
instantly the moment you switch the dash 
heater/air conditioner on or off. This is a 
classic symptom of a faulty ground con-
nection causing feedback into an adjoin-
ing circuit. You need to check the ground 
connections of these two items. There is 
a very good chance this will also fix the 
heater problem. If not, it may be a con-
trol issue related to the air-mixing flap 
operation that switches between heat 
and air conditioning. A lack of heat usu-
ally means the water-control valve is not 
being opened. The fact that the A/C is cool 
indicates that most everything, including 
the compressor, is working. To make it 
colder, you probably need to have refrig-
erant added and the system leak checked.

HOT POWER PLUGS!
Twice while at a campground and plugged 

COACH & POWERTRAIN  
FROM PAGE 74

classifiedsnovember2013 

TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS 
The best RV tax package in Montana. 
24 hours, 7 days a week! Save Thousands! 
888-441-5741 -- www.taxfreerv.com

WWW.GARDENCITYINS.COM
RV, AUTO, ATV, MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE
FOR LLC’S & MANY STATES.
CALL KEITH TODAY AT 866-444-1084

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s 
save over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA 
for professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

PAY NO SALES TAX
Get the Facts, not the Hype
Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman
Three Montana Attorneys on Staff
Bennett Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.bennettlawofficepc.com  866-543-5803

TOURS

RV TOURS & RALLIES for MOTORHOME OWNERS
Exclusive Motorhome Caravans & Rallies
USA, Canada, Alaska, Mexico, Overseas
Free Vacation Catalog Call 800-952-8496
www.fantasyrvtours/motorhomes 

RV Tours & Rallies across North America
Alaska • Canada • USA • Mexico+Overseas
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or
call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897
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in, the power cord’s plug got so hot that it 
melted at the box. Why does this happen?
JOHN GORDON
DOLTON, ILL.

The extreme heat comes from electrical 
current passing through the plug. Besides 
being in direct sunlight (which shouldn’t 
melt it) there are two basic ways it can 
get excessively hot. Either the circuits are 
overloaded, or there is a problem at the 
plug that causes excessive resistance to 
current fl ow (for example, dirty or corrod-
ed prongs or contacts on the plug). 

If the new plug continues to get hot, 
have an electrician measure the current 
flow (it can be done with a clamp-on 
meter) and inspect the plug and wiring 
for damage.

INOPERATIVE FRIDGE
My Dometic refrigerator in my 2010 won’t 
cool. Can you help me locate the problem?
KELLY JONES l VIA EMAIL

Your request is not very specifi c and does 
not include a model number or what you 
have checked so far. Does it not work on 
either gas or electric? Is power getting to 
it? Is the gas shut off because of a gas 
detector? Start by reading the owner’s 
manual. If you can’t locate your manual, 
go to Dometic’s website www.dometic
.com/enus/Americas/USA/Customer-Sup
port/Operation--Installation-Manuals. You 
can also call customer service at 800-
544-4881 for help. 

INOPERATIVE SMART WHEEL SYSTEM
We have a 2003 Country Coach Allure 
Class A. The motorhome’s “Smart Wheel” 
fuse keeps blowing. I replaced the fuse, 
which did not repair the problem with the 
wipers, horn and cruise control. Any ideas 
will be appreciated.
DAVE WILKINS l HOUSTON, TEXAS

Did you have any problems with any of 
these systems before the fuses started 
blowing? This would give you a hint where 
to look. You may need to disconnect the 
items that are part of this system and then 
reconnect them one at a time until the 
fuse blows again. That will identify the 
problem circuit. Then you’ll have to trace 
that circuit for short circuit source. ◆

COACH & POWERTRAIN

TO CONTRIBUTE TO COACH & POWER-
TRAIN, refer to Contact MotorHome, on 
page 10.

ERGO GRIP EASES 
HAND DISCOMFORT
Difficult-to-remove electrical cords 
can make motorhome life frustrating, 
even miserable, particularly for those 
who suffer from arthritis or other hand 
weakness. Ergo Grip adapter and ex-
tension cords from Conntek give users 
greater leverage, making cord handling 
easier. The handle’s ergonomic design 
reduces hand fatigue and simplifi es 
the task of grasping and unplugging 
cords. Injection molding gives the 
impact-resistant, all-weather cables 
increased strength. Handle and prongs 
are arranged at a 90-degree angle, re-
ducing cord stress for added safety and 
long life.

Conntek’s Camp Power line in-
cludes Ergo Grip RV adapter cords with 
a 30A rating in 25-foot and 30-foot 
lengths. Also available are 25-foot and 
50-foot Ergo Grip RV 30A extension 
cords, and 15-foot and 30-foot Ergo 
Grip 50A extension cords. All feature 
built-in LED power indicators and Ergo 
Grip handles on both the plug and the 
connector.

Additionally, Conntek’s Ergo Grip 
RV generator adapter cords offer a 
secure locking generator plug to a 
straight-blade RV side. Offered in a 
1.5-foot length, these have an Ergo 
Grip handle and LED indicator on the 
connector only. Conntek’s Camp Power 
30-amp RV Ergo Grip 50-foot Exten-
sion Cord has a retail price of $89.99. 
Conntek, 414-482-0800,www.
conntek.com.

 Keep your RV running in tip-top
 shape using our Expert Tech Tips
 and RV How-To Video Libraryand RV How-To Video Library

 Access anytime from your PC,
 Mac or Mobile Device

*Limited time offer expires Oct 15,  2013. Valid on Annual Membership only. 
Discount cannot be combined with other offers.

RV HOW-TO

VIDEO
YOUR DESTINATION FOR

Full-Access™ Exclusive
Videos Include:
• Appliances & Utilities
• Electronics & Accessories
• Maintenance & Repair
• Power & Water Systems
• Sanitation Systems
•And Much More!

Go to TrailerLife.TV/MH11
to claim your discount and learn more!

• Power & Water Systems

SAVE30%

Presented by:

LIMITED TIME OFFER 
ONLY $20.98/YEAR!

00513i
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*    Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, prepayment penalties, and restrictions may apply.
** APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received. APRs noted above are available only for consumer transaction applications. APR is valid for 30 

days from date of loan approval. For a refinance request, RV must be 2003 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2005 model year or newer. Maximum loan to 
value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale Base Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may 
vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Information is accurate as of August 23, 2013. This offer is not available to applicants who use their RV as a 
principal dwelling (Full-Timer), visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms. Financing provided through Good Sam Finance Center.  
©2013 Good Sam Finance Center  GRL25820 - 0813

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

CALL
1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 424 GoodSamRVLoans.com/424

VISIT

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
THESE COMPETITIVE RATES!

PURCHASE OR REFINANCE your RV with APRs* as low as 4.37%**

Now is the time...
Purchase a new or pre-owned RV or refinance your 
existing RV loan with competitive rates. Good Sam 
Finance Center has experienced RV associates ready  
to provide fast, convenient, and flexible service to 
make the process hassle-free so you can focus on 
enjoying your RV.

Thinking of Purchasing...
Did you know that Good Sam Finance Center offers 
financing for private party and dealer purchases? 
Whether you are purchasing an RV from your 
neighbor or dealer down the street or across 
country, we have the RV financing you may need.

Thinking of Refinancing...
If you’d like to take advantage of the current interest 
rates and the potential to reduce your monthly 
payments, refinancing your existing RV loan may 
make financial sense - get the ball rolling today!

Are you a Full-Timer?
Good Sam Finance Center offers financing for the 
perfect RV to call home. Contact us for rates and 
terms for full-timer financing.

APRs* As Low AsAPRs As Low As

4.62%**4.62
on loan amounts of $50k to $74,999

4.37%**4.37
on loan amounts of $75k+

4.87%**4.87
on loan amounts of $25k to $49,999

Rates accurate as of August 23, 2013. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. See website for current rates and terms, including for loan amounts below $25,000. 
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Alan Rider has been wandering the backroads of America for more than four 
decades. Though he’s never been big on traditional souvenirs, he’s passionate 
about collecting memories of the remarkable people and unforgettable places he 
encounters along the way. 

by  ALAN RIDER

As far as I’m concerned, the road
ahead is where the magic happens. For 
as long as I can remember it has been 
a balm for past hurts, an escape from 
today’s troubles, and a promise of some-
thing new and interesting in the days 
to come.  

It has also taught me any num-
ber of important lessons, not the least of which is that the 
only worthwhile souvenirs from my journeys 
aren’t things that can be rung up by a sales 
clerk. No, the keepsakes I treasure most are 
the memories of those unforgettable people 
and places that I believe are the reason we all 
take to the road in the fi rst place.  

My recent encounter with a remarkable 
man named Louis Hankins is a good example. 
Fascinated with author Samuel Clemens (aka 
Mark Twain) since his English teacher father 
introduced him to the adventures of Tom Saw-
yer and Huck Finn, with his wild silver hair and 
bushy mustache Louis has grown into the spit-
ting image of the man he portrays in the one-man 
show he calls Marking Twain.

Seeing him perform in his all-white suit is a 
borderline magical experience, as he seems to be 
channeling the spirit of Clemens himself. Even more remarkable 
than the feeling that the famous author is suddenly in the room with 
you is the fact that Louis’ performances follow no script. To watch 
him hold an audience spellbound with little more than his gravelly 
voice, you would never suspect that he improvises each show en-
tirely from the vast storehouse of knowledge he’s spent a lifetime 
accumulating.

If you are able to catch one of his limited number of perfor-
mances each year (you’ll fi nd a current schedule on his website 
www.markingtwain.com), be sure not to rush out the door after 
the lights go up. Spend even a few minutes talking to the man 
himself and you’ll quickly come to the conclusion that Louis is 
every bit as unique as the man he portrays onstage.

Like Clemens, the man who practically invented the art 
of travel writing, Louis has done his share of gallivanting. 
Unlike the famous author however, who in his later years admit-
ted privately that he’d grown weary of the vagabond’s life, Louis’ 
enthusiasm for each new journey remains undiminished. And 
the joy he gets from the folks he meets and new vistas he en-

Meaningful 
Mementos
WHY THE BEST 
SOUVENIRS ARE PRICELESS

counters in those trav-
els is unmistakable. 

Perhaps his great-
est pleasure, however, 
is spinning a great 
yarn, as I discovered 
when he described to 
me in all seriousness 

how he studied the writings of 
Mark Twain during his 20 years in the penitentiary (in reality, 
he spent a quarter-century as an offi cer and detective with the 
Kentucky state police). The sparkle in his blue eyes and his 
hearty laugh when I fi nally realized that he’d quite successfully 
pulled my leg was absolutely priceless.

As Louis and I parted company, after a spontaneous hug, I 
had some time to refl ect on this and similar experiences I’ve had 
over the years. And though it sometimes makes me a little wistful 
to think that these moments may never come again, I know that 
these people and places will live on in my memory. And that I 
am all the richer for it.

All of which is a long way of saying that these are the real 
mementos I collect in my travels. And the reason I wake up every 
morning, eager to see what’s waiting for me around the next 
curve in the road ahead. ◆ 

theroadahead   PEOPLE AND PLACES WORTH THE DRIVE 
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Limited Supply. Reserve Your Copy Today!

CALL 1 (800) 285-4783 TO ORDER
This is a pre-publication o�er.  Delivery by December 31, 2013.

Cover is for promotional purposes only and may change.

Packed with all the travel Packed with all the travel 
information, RV tips and information, RV tips and 
tools you'll need to plan  tools you'll need to plan  
and organize your next and organize your next 
RVing adventure!RVing adventure!

Don’t Miss Out on the Must-Have
RV Travel Resource For 2014
Don’t Miss Out on the Must-Have
RV Travel Resource For 2014

ALL-NEW AND UPDATED 

PRE-ORDER TODAY

MEMBERS
SAVE OVER

60%

Plan ahead or plan as you go - be ready for the open road with the Plan ahead or plan as you go - be ready for the open road with the 

2014 Good Sam RV Travel Guide!

EXCLUSIVE
GOOD SAM
CLUB SALE

995$
Reg. Price $25.95

Over 60% Savings 
For Members
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Most motorhome bodies are made of 
multiple pieces of fiberglass that are 
joined together — and every joint is a 

potential leak or squeak.
Coach House is different. The Coach House® 

Platinum® and Platinum II® are constructed with 
a patented one-piece hand-laid fiberglass shell, 
reinforced with carbon fiber. The result is an 
RV that is quieter and more durable than one 
manufactured in the traditional way.

Our one-piece shell is more costly and diffi-
cult to make, but we wouldn’t have it any other 
way. Nor would our loyal customers, some of 
whom are now driving their fourth or even fifth 
Coach House! 

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, here 
are some of the other factors that make the 
downsized Platinum and Platinum II your best 
motorhome value:
•  More standard features than any other 

motorhome in their class.
•  Professionally decorated interiors with 

solid-surface countertops, porcelain toilets, 
commercial-grade carpet, name-brand ap-
pliances, 32-inch HDTV with Blu-Ray DVD 
player, and more.

•  Choice of Ford (gas) or Mercedes (diesel) 
chassis.

•  Wide range of convenient floor plans.
•  High ratings for ride and safety.

+
Powerful Ford E-450 

(or Mercedes 3500) chassis
Patented one-piece  

hand-laid fiberglass shell
The luxurious, easy-to-drive, 

Coach House Platinum

COACH HOUSE PLATINUM II (MERCEDES)

COACH HOUSE PLATINUM (FORD)

=
Nobody else manufactures a motorhome this way
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. Coach House offers you a better way to buy your next 

motorhome: direct from the factory. Get one-on-
one attention from courteous employees in a relaxed, 
pressure-free environment. See your Platinum being 
built in our plant. Receive a generous trade-in allowance 
for your current motorhome. Obtain on-the-spot 
financing (for qualified buyers). Learn how to operate 
your motorhome from the people who built it.

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT
I f you are an RV enthusiast — or just like to see how 

things are made — you will enjoy visiting the Coach 
House factory, just off I-75 near Venice, Fla., about one 
hour south of Tampa (see map). You are welcome to visit 
any time during regular business hours to see the latest 
models on display in our spacious showroom. Guided 
factory tours are also available; please call ahead. Coach 
House is the only RV manufacturer located in Florida. 

COACH HOUSE, INC. 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE · NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941) 485-0984 TOLL-FREE 1-800-235-0984
VISIT US ONLINE AT www.coachhouserv.com · PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.

B U I L D I N G  A  B E T T E R  R E C R E A T I O N A L  V E H I C L E
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Your dream of owning a Newell is within your reach! Newell’s pre-owned 
coaches give you all the luxury, quality and comfort you expect in a Newell—
at a substantial savings. Newell pre-owned coaches include:

To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com, or call 1-888-3NEWELL.

Take the good life with you.

Newell 
Pre-Owned Coaches:
A Dream You Can Afford

• Newell’s best-in-class design, engineering, materials and construction.

• A 2-year, 24,000-mile warranty* no other dealer or manufacturer can match.

• 24/7 customer support.

• Access to Newell-certifi ed service centers conveniently located      
  throughout the U.S. and Canada.

*For qualifying coaches.

Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 116 on Reader Service Card
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