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Haulin’ Toys
The latest crop of trailers and fi fth-wheels 
with attached garages are more luxurious — 
and practical — than ever

t one time, toy hauler trailers were all the rage, especially on the western side 
of the country. Trailers with garages that could accommodate off-road toys 

resonated loudly with the younger crowd and the industry was thrilled to see the 
next generation of RV enthusiasts get hooked on the lifestyle. Things cooled off 
when economic priorities shifted, sending toy hauler sales into a downward spiral. 
Now toy haulers are back with a vengeance and companies are building new 
products that take these specialized RVs to new levels.

A prime example of this resurgence in popularity is the number of new toy 
haulers that are hitting the market, and the design and feature improvements that 
are making these rugged trailers more versatile. Toy haulers got their reputation 
for toughness by appealing to hard-core “toy” owners, who helped turn desert 
landscapes into temporary off-road communities with, of course, a certain 
party-time fl avor. While many of these are a little more comfortable, the macho 
image has not been totally abandoned.

There is, though, a population of motorized hobbyists who want the garage but 
also like creature comforts and interiors with luxurious features. I’m not surprised; 
age and experience have a tendency to soften the soul, and even hard-core riders 
are not shy about acquiescing to a more comfortable interior environment, sinking 
into fi ne furniture and preparing fancy meals in a gourmet-type kitchen. And it’s not 
hard to be spoiled by a spacious shower and pillow-top mattress after a hard day of 
riding. It’s OK to hide the macho riding gear in the outside compartments.

Testament to this shift in attitude among seasoned fans is the lineup of fancy 
toy haulers presented on page 40. As you can see, these top-line fi fth-wheels leave 
nothing to chance. Materials used to produce spacious interiors that exude pure 
luxury and high-end amenities make hanging out in a primitive location or RV 
resort equally as relaxing — and practical.

Not everyone buys a toy hauler to store motorized equipment. RVs with garages 
are perfect for dog show enthusiasts, hobby rooms, music rooms, workshops or 
just about anything that functions best when isolated from the main living quarters. 
Once the interior connecting door is closed, most onlookers will be hard pressed to 
recognize the rig as a toy hauler.

No matter what your passion, RVs with garages make it possible to enjoy the 
outdoors in style, without leaving the toys at home. q

– Bob Livingston, publisher

Connect with us...
facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine  twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

It is thought that the name April comes from the 

Latin word “to open” and describes the trees opening at springtime.
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Most motorhome bodies are made 
of multiple pieces of fiberglass 
that are joined together — and 

every joint is a potential leak or squeak.
Coach House is different. The Coach 

House® Platinum® and Platinum II® are 
constructed with a patented one-piece 
hand-laid fiberglass shell, reinforced with 
carbon fiber. The result is an RV that is 
quieter and more durable than one manu-
factured in the traditional way.

Our one-piece shell is more costly and 
difficult to make, but we wouldn’t have it 
any other way. Nor would our loyal cus-

tomers, some of whom are now driving 
their fourth or even fifth Coach House! 

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, 
here are some of the other factors 
that make the downsized Platinum and 
Platinum II your best motorhome value:
•  More standard features than any other 

motorhome in their class.

•  Professionally decorated interiors with 
solid-surface countertops, porcelain 
toilets, name-brand appliances, 32-inch 
HDTV, and more.

•  Choice of Ford (gas) or Mercedes 
(diesel) chassis.

•  Wide range of convenient floor plans.
•  High ratings for ride and safety.

T H E  F O R M U L A  F O R  A  B E T T E R  R E C R E A T I O N A L  V E H I C L E

+ =
Powerful Ford E-450 

(or Mercedes 3500) chassis
Patented one-piece  

hand-laid fiberglass shell
The luxurious, easy-to-drive, 

Coach House Platinum

Nobody else manufactures a motorhome this way

681 

SARASOTA 
TAMPA 

FT. MYERS 
VENICE 

200 

EXIT  
195 

193 

LAUREL RD. 

41 

75 

75 

41 

K
N

IG
H

TS
 

TR
A

IL
 R

D
. Coach House offers you a better way to buy your next 

motorhome: direct from the factory. Get one-on-
one attention from courteous employees in a relaxed, 
pressure-free environment. See your Platinum being 
built in our plant. Receive a generous trade-in allowance 
for your current motorhome. Obtain on-the-spot 
financing (for qualified buyers). Learn how to operate 
your motorhome from the people who built it.

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT
If you are an RV enthusiast, then you will enjoy 

visiting the Coach House factory, just off I-75 near 
Venice, Fla., about one hour south of Tampa (see map). 
You are welcome to visit any time during regular 
business hours to see the latest models on display in 
our spacious showroom. Guided factory tours are also 
available; please call ahead. Coach House is the only RV 
manufacturer located in Florida. 

COACH HOUSE, INC. 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE · NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941) 485-0984 TOLL-FREE 1-800-235-0984
VISIT US ONLINE AT www.coachhouserv.com · PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.

COACH HOUSE PLATINUM II (MERCEDES) COACH HOUSE PLATINUM (FORD)COACH HOUSE PLATINUM II (MERCEDES) COACH HOUSE PLATINUM (FORD)COACH HOUSE PLATINUM II (MERCEDES)COACH HOUSE PLATINUM II (MERCEDES)
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History of Palouse FallsLong-Time Readers
I have been enjoying Trailer Life for a 
long time (as you can check by your 
records!). I’ve had the same trailer for 
more than 20 years and, before that, 
had three other towables. Trailer Life
should do more articles on smaller 
trailers because some of these big 
fi fth-wheels cost more than a young 
couple can pay.

Jeff Johnston and Ken Freund’s 
RV Clinic column is a must-read, as is 
10-Minute Tech.
G. Harper, Bakersfi eld, California

Keep up the good work! Trailer Life is 
very informative and helpful, in every 
article ranging from nuts and bolts to 
technical.
T. Sanders, Denver, Colorado

Map It
Love all the stories in Trailer Life on 
where to visit. I would like to see a 
small outline of the state with a dot 
showing the location of where the 
article covers. If you’re not familiar 
with the area, you have to get a map 
out, so this sure would be a big help.
Errol Schafer, Marshfi eld, Missouri

Speak Up!
Please put more letters in your 
Letters column. I think it's interesting 
what my fellow RVers have to say!
Roland Owens, Esparto, California

Keep it Simple
Not everyone tows with a brand-new 
truck (mine is 30 years old) or needs 
a high-priced toy hauler. I’d like to 
see more articles on repair and tech, 
where to go and accessories on 
simple items that the average person 
can afford.
E. Haley, Pe Ell, Washington

Extra Fuel
Regarding “Half-Ton Fun” in your 
Letters column in the November 2013 
issue, I wanted to let Charles and 
Alice White know that they should 
contact Transfer Flow for an after-

market fuel-tank system. My Ford 
F-350’s 98-gallon diesel fuel tank 
works wonders. The carrying capacity 
is now a total of 139 gallons, after the 
addition of the Transfer Flow.
Bob Prue, Plainville, Massachusetts

We solved the problem of having to 
stop more frequently for fuel (Charles 
and Alice White’s letter) by having a 
60-gallon tank installed in the bed 
of the truck that drained into the 
front tank on our ³⁄4-ton Ford with 
the 460-cid engine. They sealed off 
the fi ll pipe on the front tank and put 
a fi ll pipe in the side of the shell so I 
can fi ll it from the outside. I can drive 
about 500 miles before the gas gauge 
comes off the “full” mark. 

The 460 pulls like a locomotive. 
I set the cruise at 60 mph and pull a 
30-foot Sunnybrook. 
Gordon Straka, Rialto, California

Sleep Tight
There are only a handful of RV 
makers that offer twin beds. I don’t 
think the whole world sleeps two in a 
bed. Some of us want separate beds 
for various reasons. I can name only 
Airstream and Lance that offer a twin 
option. Also Roadtrek and Pleasure-
way Class Bs. Am I the only over-70-
year–old retired man who travels with 
his also retired and single brother? 
We haven’t shared a bed in almost 70 
years and are not about to do it now.
Ernest Giono, Rohnert Park, California

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

In the December 2013 issue, there was an article on Walla Walla, 
Washington, and author Carl Calvert talked about Palouse Falls. I thought 
that you might like a little history of the falls (discovered in 1841). Palouse 
Falls State Park was created by the Legislature in 1945 and dedicated on 
June 3, 1951. My grandmother (Agnes Sells) owned the land on the side 
that the railroad is on. It was her homestead and she donated almost 10 
acres to the state to make it a state park. The land is still owned by one of 
my cousins. 

The water makes a 90-degree turn about 15 feet before it goes over. 
We’d swim at the bottom, but never went close to the bottom of the falls. 
The tower of rocks at the top of the falls is what we (as children) called “the 
castle” and we used to play around it.

There was a clevis downstream from the falls that we used to climb 
down to get to the bottom of the falls, and that was the only way we got back 
on top. The land on the other side was also donated to the state (I don’t 
know how much was given). 

I left there in 1949 and try to make it back every two years.
Ejnar Middendorf, Mulvane, Kansas
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It’s All Good
Bob Livingston’s test of the Refl ection 
fi fth-wheel in your February issue 
was so amazing that we are now 
happy owners of a Refl ection 303RLS. 
We already had the Ford F-350 truck 
you used for the test, so we are ready 
to go. The Refl ection is everything 
he said it was and more. Thanks for 
many years of informed reading.
Patrick and Betsy Cody, Clovis, California

On the Lighter Side
Although it is great fun to see all the 
fantastic fi fth-wheels and campers 
with all the luxuries, there are a lot of 
us who love the small camping life. 
I have been a full-timer in a lovely 
29-foot double-slide fi fth-wheel for 
years, but now am at a stage in life 
where I’m looking for a small trailer 
to pull with my small SUV. Those 
r-pods, teardrops and Aliners look 
like something I would love.
S. Kosidowski, Wabasha, Minnesota

We’ve addressed these smaller 
trailers is recent issues: See Bob 
Ashley’s Unique Trailers in the 
January issue and Kristopher 
Bunker’s Pop-Up Roundup in the 
March issue. Ed.

Tickled!
Thank you so much for reprinting 
my mom’s article from 1955 about 
the rhubard pie (February issue). My 
mom would have been tickled to see 
this happen! I am glad Trailer Life
magazine is still so successful. 
Lenore Will, Yucaipa, California q

Write to: Trailer Life, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, 
Oxnard, California 93036 or 

email info@trailerlife.com. Please include your 
full name and location.

TALK TO US!
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by Donya Carlson and Eileen Hubbard

It towers 800 feet above the North 
Platte River and 4,659 feet above sea 
level. It has served as a landmark for 
people from early Native Americans to 
settlers heading west on the Oregon, 
California and Mormon trails, and 
even Pony Express riders. Now it is a 
landmark to modern travelers.

The 3,000-acre Scotts Bluff 
National Monument in northwest 
Nebraska is rich in geological and 
paleontological history, as well as 
human history. Its interpretive center 
tells the story of westward expansion 
and protects this signifi cant geological 
formation.

Just outside the town of Scotts-
bluff and its twin city Gering along U.S. 
Route 26 is the impressive geologic 
land feature. Incidently, the town 
“Scottsbluff” is written on maps as 
one word — a typo when the town was 
chartered. It was intended to be two 
words — Scotts Bluff.

Established in 1919, this National 
Park Service site became a location 
for the 1930s-era Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC). Nearly every 
structure at the Scotts Bluff National 
Monument was built by the CCC — the 
Summit Road and its three tunnels, 
Saddle Rock Trail and the visitor 
center. The Summit Road, which 
winds its way to the top, is thought 
to be the oldest existing concrete 
road in Nebraska. Vehicle width and 
length restrictions are in effect for 
the Summit Road. Those longer than 
25 feet and/or higher than 11 feet 7 
inches are prohibited. All trailers are 
prohibited. That necessitates leaving 
the RV parked at the visitor center and 
taking the Summit Shuttle, or hiking.

Hiking the 1.6-mile Saddle Rock 
Trail to the summit might prove to 
be a strenuous workout, even for 
the strong hearted. From the visitor 
center to the summit there is an 
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AROUND
THE BEND

Scotts Bluff National Monument
The prominent rock formation in Nebraska is a land-
mark that has served people for hundreds of years
article and photo by James Richardson

elevation change of 435 feet. Well, 
there is always the free shuttle. 

At the summit, hike the half-mile 
North Overlook Trail to see the 
bad lands area, the city of Scottsbluff 
and the North Platte River Valley, or 
the ¹⁄8-mile South Overlook Trail to view 
the Oregon Trail and Mitchell Pass.

Down below, travelers can view 
the covered wagons and walk the 
Oregon Trail Pathway to see remnants 
of the trails. In the summer months, 
visitors can experience the living-
history program offered.

The only downside to the Scotts 
Bluff National Monument is that there 
are no campgrounds or food services 
within the park. But there are camp-
grounds in nearby Scottsbluff.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Scotts Bluff National Monument
308-436-9700 
www.nps.gov/scbl

Riverside Campground
(open May 1 to September 30)
308-632-6342, www.scottsbluff.org/
departments/parks_and_recreation

Settlers heading West on 
the Oregon, California 
and Mormon trails used 
the monument as a 
signifi cant landmark.
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Powering life
in the great outdoors.™

WHEREVER ADVENTURE
TAKES YOU.

powerhouse-products.com

Whether it’s a day in the dunes or a week at the beach, Powerhouse generators deliver 
performance you can depend on. Pure, clean inverter power that is safe for sensitive electronics, 

quiet enough to enjoy in camp and stingy with fuel. So next trip, take Powerhouse along, 
and add a little comfort to your adventure.

POWERHOUSE IS THERE.

Powerhouse generators are available in 
seven models from 500 watts to 6500 watts.

Powerhouse_TrailerLife_020714.indd   1 2/7/14   3:37 PM
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AROUND
THE BEND

Holiday Rambler, R-Vision and 
Trail-Lite Towables Shuttered
In February, Allied Specialty Vehicles 
Inc. (ASV) announced the closing of 
its Holiday Rambler, R-Vision and 
Trail-Lite towables operations. The 
company is exiting the towable market 
in order to “concentrate on its growing, 
profi table motorized RV product lines,” 
which include the American Coach, 
Fleetwood RV, Holiday Rambler and 
Monaco brands. The towable division 
was not sold, but simply closed, 
confi rmed Steve Hileman, director of 
marketing for Allied Recreation Group 
(ARG), speaking on behalf of parent 
ASV. “It is not a sale. ASV will continue 
to honor its warranty obligations on 
towable RV products sold to customers 
and dealers,” said Hileman.

New Pet First Aid App
From Red Cross
The American Red Cross has issued a 
new Pet First Aid App. According to a 
press release, the app puts lifesaving 
information in the hands of dog and cat 
owners so they can provide emergency 
care until veterinary assistance is 
available. The Pet First Aid App costs 
99 cents and provides smartphone 
users instant access to expert infor-
mation about pet health and what to 
do during emergencies. Other features 
include an animal hospital locator, the 
ability to set up multiple pet profi les 
and an early warning sign checker for 
preventive care. The Pet First Aid App 
is available at the Apple App Store 
and Google Play Store or by going to 
www.redcross.org/mobileapps.

Lippert Components Partners 
with Ashley Furniture 
Lippert Components Inc. (LCI) is 
partnering with Ashley Furniture 
Industries to provide its customers 
with top-quality designer furniture for 
RVs. LCI will offer a full line of Ashley 
sofas, sectionals, theater seating and 
recliners to the RV industry. “Ashley 
Furniture is one of the largest furniture 
manufacturers in the country. By 
offering this line to our customers, we 
are giving them a widely recognized 
consumer brand that will add value to 
every RV they manufacture,” said Vice 
President of Lippert Interiors, Ryan 
Smith in a press release. The relation-
ship between LCI and Ashley allows LCI 
to provide customers with extensive 
furniture options.

NEWSWIRE

BUSINESS PET SAFETY RV INTERIORS

Pro Bass Fishing 
Tournament
Get your fi shing rods out 
for the Pro Bass Fishing 
Tournament at Lake 
Champlain. Six pro tourna-
ments will be hosted by the 
city of Plattsburgh, New York, getting underway June 14 
with the Bassmaster Weekend Series. Lake Champlain, with 
almost 600 miles of shoreline, was named one of the top 
100 best bass fi shing lakes in the United States. The event is 
open to the public, and one of the most popular events is the 
Bassmaster Open Tournament July 31 to August 2. The lake 
has more than 80 species of fi sh including bass, walleye, 
lake trout, brown trout, land-locked Atlantic salmon, perch, 
carp, steelhead and bowfi n. www.goadirondack.com/bass.

RV campgrounds in the area include Cumberland Bay 
State Park (opens for season in May), located on Lake 
Champlain. 518-563-5240, http://goadirondack.com/things-
to-do-in-the-adirondacks/cumberlandbay

For a list of campgrounds on the Adirondack Coast, see 
www.goadirondack.com/camping

Pro Bass Fishing 
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Coachella Festival RV Parking
Planning on attending the annual Coachella Music and Arts 
Festival in Southern California this April 11 to 13? Event 
parking provides RVers with their own reserved space where 
they have in/out privileges and access to air-conditioned 
shuttle service to and from the festival. In the past, attendees 
typically parked in stacked parking lots and could not 
move their vehicles during the event. Facilities provided by 
Coachella Events allow RVers to come and go as they please.

Rates are $450 for RVs and $250 for autos for the 
three-day event. There will also be a hospitality tent, rest-
rooms, cold bottled water and a relaxation area.

www.coachellaeventparking.com
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Alabama — Bella Terra of Gulf 
Shores, Lake Osprey RV Resorts, 
Heritage Motorcoach Resort & 
Marina, Windemere Cove RV Resort 
Arizona — Desert Shadows RV Resort, 
Desert’s Edge RV — The Purple Park, 
Distant Drums RV Resort, Far Horizons 
Tucson Village RV Resort, Lazydays 
RV Campground, Mesa Spirit RV 
Resort, Palm Creek Golf & RV Resort, 
Pueblo El Mirage Golf & RV Resort, 
Rincon Country East RV Resort, Rincon 
Country West RV Resort
Arkansas — Catherine’s Landing at 
Hot Springs, Ozarks RV Resort on 
Table Rock Lake 
California — Jackson Rancheria 
RV Park, Motorcoach Country Club, 
Outdoor Resort Indio, Outdoor Resort 
Palm Springs, Redding Premier RV 
Resort, The Lakes RV & Golf Resort, 
The Springs At Borrego RV Resort & 
Golf Course
Colorado — Mesa Verde RV Resort, 
Tiger Run RV Resort
Connecticut — Aces High RV Park
Florida — Crystal Lake RV Resort, 
Emerald Coast RV Beach Resort, 
Gulf Waters RV Resort, Outdoor 
Resorts/Chokoloskee Island, River 
Bend Motorcoach Resort, Signature 
Motorcoach Resort at Naples, The 
Great Outdoors RV, Treasure Coast RV 
Resort, Vacation Inn Resort of the Palm 
Beaches, Williston Crossings RV Resort
Louisiana — Cajun Palms RV Resort, 
Paragon Casino RV Resort
Maryland — Castaways RV Resort & 
Campground
Massachusetts — Beach Rose RV 
Park, Cape Cod Campresort & Cabins, 

PH
OT

O 
CO

UR
TE

SY
 A

DI
RO

N
DA

CK
 C

OA
ST

 V
IS

IT
OR

S 
BU

RE
AU

Top-Rated RV Parks
The Good Sam RV Travel Guide & Campground Directory has compiled its list of top-rated 
RV parks to visit in 2014. These parks have been awarded perfect 10/10*/10 ratings for 
overall best-possible guest experience. The 10/10*/10 Good Sam Rating system that 
assesses Amenities/Restrooms* (asterisk signifi es highest possible cleanliness/Visual 
Appearance) is achieved by owners and staff of RV parks who are dedicated to providing 
exceptional quality. The 2014 Good Sam RV Travel Guide & Campground Directory features 
detailed listings of 13,500 RV parks and campgrounds, including more than 2,100 Good 
Sam parks where members save 10 percent every night. Listed are the elite RV parks that 
have gone the extra mile to develop clean, attractive facilities. 

Normandy Farms Family Camping 
Resort, Pine Acres Family Camping 
Resort
Michigan — Harbortown RV Resort, 
Hearthside Grove Motorcoach Resort, 
Little River Casino RV Park, Signature 
Motorcoach Resort at Bay Harbor, 
Silver Creek RV Resort, Soaring Eagle 
Hideaway RV Park, South Haven 
Sunny Brook RV Resort, Traverse Bay 
RV Resort, Vacation Station RV Resort
Minnesota — Grand Casino Hinckley, 
Prairie View RV Park & Campground
Montana — Polson Motorcoach & RV 
Resort
Nevada — Lakeside Casino & RV 
Resort, Las Vegas RV Resort, LVM 
Resort, Nevada Treasure RV Resort
New Jersey — Seashore Campsites
New York — Chautauqua Lake 
KOA, Lake George RV Park, Skyway 
Camping Resort, The Villages at 
Turning Stone
North Carolina — Mountain Falls 
Luxury Motorcoach Resort
Ohio — Evergreen Park RV Resort
Oklahoma — Choctaw Casino Resort 
KOA
Oregon — Bend/
Sisters Garden 
RV Resort, 
Casey’s Riverside 
RV Park, Olde 
Stone Village RV 
Park, Pacifi c Shores 
Motorcoach Resort, 
Pheasant Ridge 
RV Resort, Seven 
Feathers RV Resort
Pennsylvania — 
Lake-in-Wood Resort, 

Shenango Valley RV Park
South Carolina — Cypress Camping 
Resort, Hilton Head Harbor RV 
Resort & Marina, Hilton Head Island 
Motorcoach Resort/Outdoor Resorts, 
Ocean Lakes Family Campground, 
Willowtree RV Resort & Campground
South Dakota — Hart Ranch Camping 
Resort Club
Tennessee — Smoky Bear 
Campground, Twin Creek RV Resort
Texas — Advanced RV Resort, 
Bentsen Palm Village RV Resort, 
Buckhorn Lake Resort, Fernbrook 
Park, Forest Retreat RV Park, K.E. 
Bushman’s Camp, Mill Creek Ranch 
Resort, Northshore RV Resort, Oak 
Creek RV Park, Rayford Crossing RV 
Resort, San Jacinto Riverfront RV 
Park, Shallow Creek RV Resort
Utah — Mountain Valley RV Resort
Canada — Bissell’s Hideaway Resort, 
Camping La Cle Des Champs RV 
Resort, Fisherman’s Cove Tent & 
Trailer Park, Holiday Park Resort, 
Woodland Park q
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RV RESOLUTIONS
TRAILER LIFE TO THE RESCUE

EXTENDED
WARRANTY WOE
Frustrated by having to pay for repairs to his air con-
ditioner even though he had an extended warranty, a 
reader asked RV Resolutions for assistance. He wrote:

I bought a new Dometic air conditioner for my RV last 
February. I also bought Dometic’s 2 Plus 3 Full Service 
Contract, which is a three-year extended warranty. 
The air-conditioning unit worked fi ne when I brought it 
home, but when I went on a camping trip in March, it quit 
working. 

When I returned home, I took the unit back to the 
dealer, Tour America RVs, where it was purchased. Tour 
America worked on it and fi nally got the air conditioning 
running again. 

When I went to pick up the rig, I was told that I would 
be responsible for the amount not covered by the extended 
warranty. I originally purchased the extended warranty so 
I wouldn’t have to pay for repairs. I am asking RV Resolu-
tions for help in obtaining reimbursement for my out-of-
pocket charges.
Darl Henderson, Miami, Florida

RV Resolutions is a forum for the settlement of confl icts between 
consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessories suppliers and service providers. 
After exhausting all other resources without success, please send a typed letter to RV 
Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. Include copies 
of appropriate bills and correspondence as well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

NEED HELP? »

RV Resolutions contacted Dometic on Henderson’s behalf. 
Soon thereafter, we heard from Henderson, who provided 
a happy ending to his dilemma. He wrote:

Thanks for RV Resolution’s help with resolving my 
problem with Dometic. The company contacted me and we 
have resolved the problem. Dometic was very punctual
and nice to work with and settled the matter entirely in
my favor.  
D.H.

FLEXING FIFTH-WHEEL
Hoping to receive reimbursement 
for work done on his out-of-warranty 
fi fth-wheel, a reader asked RV Reso-
lutions for help. He wrote:

We bought our fi fth-wheel at 
Smokey’s RV Center in Davenport, 
Iowa, in November 2005. The trailer, 
a 29-foot Keystone Laredo, has 
fl exed back and forth the entire 
time we have owned it. When going 
over a bridge, we found out that the 
channels holding the fi fth-wheel 
were not strong enough, as they 
were only 10-gauge metal. Camping 
World took pictures of the problem 
and sent them to Keystone RV. After 
fi ve days, a reply came back that the 
trailer was too old. We had Camping 
World fi x the problem and the trailer 

has never pulled as well as it does 
since it has been fi xed — no more 
fl exing or any other issues. We would 
like to receive a refund for part or all 
of the money we spent out of pocket 
to fi x this issue and we are asking RV 
Resolutions for help.  
John E. Bolton, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

RV Resolutions contacted Keystone 
RV on Bolton’s behalf. We received a 
response from Keystone RV that the 
company had resolved the issue to 

Bolton’s satisfaction. We also received 
a follow-up from Bolton. It read:

Keystone RV and I have come 
to a satisfactory resolution of half 
the cost of $4,512 to fi x my fi fth-
wheel’s fl exing problem. Thank 
you RV Resolutions for your much-
needed help. I’m sure Keystone will 
fi x its problem as well, and thanks 
to Camping World in Anthony, 
Texas, for the repair.
J.B. q

We’ve changed the name of this column! Starting with the April issue, RV Action Line is now titled 
RV Resolutions to more accurately refl ect how this column benefi ts Trailer Life readers. — Ed.
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CROWLEY’S RIDGE PA RKWAY
A scenic drive runs 

along the spine of this 
crescent-shaped rise 

that juts abruptly from 
the table-fl at Mississippi 

River delta lands of 
Arkansas and Missouri

article by Pamela Selbert  
photos by Guy Selbert

The St. Francis River, thickly lined 
with overhanging trees clear to 
the water on both sides, swings 

a wide, milk-chocolate arc past the 
tiny town of St. Francis, Arkansas (pop. 
250). It outlines the west edge of the 
Missouri Bootheel, and helps shape 
the boundary between the Natural 
State’s northeast corner and the 
Show-Me State.

Crowley’s Ridge Parkway National 
Scenic Byway begins here at St. Francis. 
It follows the ridge, a crescent-shaped 
anomaly that ranges in width from 
1 to 12 miles, towers some 200 feet 
above the table-fl at Mississippi River 
Delta fl ood plain on either side of it and 
continues south to Helena. There, this 
oddity of nature ends abruptly at the 

Mississippi River.
Trenched through by the 
St. Francis River, the ridge 
actually continues north 
into Missouri, nearly to 
Cape Girardeau, but just the 

Arkansas stretch is a national scenic 
byway, designated in 1998.

The ridge itself, St. Francis to 
Helena, spans 150 miles, while the 
parkway, with its numerous twists and 
turns, measures nearly 60 miles more. 
It’s an elegant parkway, a serpentine 
route over rolling hills, passing through 
a lush, pastoral landscape, a world of 
hardwood forests, wide-open fi elds of 
feathery prairie grass and wildfl owers, 
tree-statued parks with glittering lakes 
and dozens of small farms. There’s 
also a string of sleepy burgs and a 
few larger, bustling communities with 
shops, restaurants and museums.

We’ve followed the drive several 
times over the years, and in both 
directions. It’s fairly well marked both 
ways, but better north-to-south. Thus 
we recommend traveling this direction.

For simplicity’s sake — because 
driving certain parts of the ridge would 
be diffi cult with our fi fth-wheel in tow 
— we camped two nights at Crowley’s 
Ridge State Park near Paragould, 
leaving our trailer there while touring 

the ridge’s north half. Then we 
did the same at the elegant 

new Mississippi River 
State Park near Marianna 
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CROWLEY’S RIDGE PA RKWAY
while touring the south end.

Crowley’s Ridge, made up of clay 
and gravel topped with loess (German 
for “loose soil”), began to take shape 
more than 50 million years ago when 
the Gulf of Mexico, which had covered 
the region, receded, leaving behind 
sediment. At the time, the Mississippi 
River fl owed west of the ridge, the Ohio 
River east of it, both larger and more 
powerful than their modern-day coun-
terparts. The swift currents dug ever-
deeper channels, leaving behind a sliver 
of land, the ridge.

The grinding action of glaciers to 
the north reduced rocks to “fl our,” or 
loess, which was carried south by wind 
and glacial melt-water, and deposited 
on the ridge. Earthquakes also played a 
role, said Tara Gillanders, interpreter at 
Mississippi River State Park, and lifted 
the ridge higher and tilted adjacent 
land, which in turn shifted the rivers 
away and prevented erosion. Thus, 
much of the biology atop the ridge is 
“unique in Arkansas,” she said, more 
similar to Eastern forests.

Benjamin Crowley, for whom the 
ridge is named, was the fi rst to settle 
here, in 1825, on a land grant he was 
given for his service in the War of 

1812. At the time — and until the end 
of the 19th century — Crowley’s Ridge 
provided the only reliably dry north-
south route through this otherwise 
swampy part of the state. It served 
originally as a buffalo trail, then Indian 
trail, and eventually postal road and 
military route. Today’s designated 
scenic drive follows a cobble of dozens 
of roads, sometimes leaving the ridge 
(where no roads are adequate) for 
several miles.

Our fi rst stop (a short side trip) 
was at Chalk Bluff Natural Area just 
northwest of St. Francis (turn right off 
U.S. Highway 62 onto County Road 341, 
then right on County Road 347). During 
spring, summer and fall (this time, we 
were there in May), roadsides here — 
and elsewhere along the drive — are 
festive with wildfl owers, thick swaths of 
white daisy-like oxeye, blue and purple 
asters, pink primroses, lavender vetch 
and yellow sunfl owers, and the air is 
sweet with honeysuckle.

The 35-foot red-and-white-clay 

bluff, which resembles chalk, hence the 
name, towers over the St. Francis River. 
Asphalt paths wind through the area, 
leading to the river (beware the acres 
of poison ivy), and placards along the 
way tell its story. The bluff, “one of the 
most important historical landmarks 
in Arkansas,” marked a major crossing 
point for raids between Arkansas and 
Missouri during the Civil War. Finally, 
in July 1863 Union cavalry crossed and 
began a drive down Crowley’s Ridge 
that ended with the capture of Little 
Rock two months later.

Return to the Parkway and continue 
south to Piggott, seat of Clay County 
(each of the eight counties the parkway 
crosses has a seat along it), with a 
quaint, fl ourishing downtown and the 
nearby Hemingway-Pfeiffer Museum 
and Educational Center. Ernest 
Heming way’s second wife Pauline 
Pfeiffer’s wealthy parents had a fi ne 
1910 Queen Anne home, which the 
young couple visited often during their 
13-year marriage. Hemingway enjoyed 13-year marriage. Hemingway enjoyed 

Fishermen fl oat by the excellent island 
campground on Bear Creek Lake in 
Mississippi River State Park. The 14 sites
are reached by a causeway.
(Above from left) A ruin of a barn near 
the ghost town of Bay Village. The 1888 
courthouse of Greene County at Paragould.
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quail hunting trips on the ridge, and in 
a barn-studio near the house, wrote 
much of his novel, A Farewell to Arms. 
Guided tours of the home are available.

Follow the drive to Greene County 
seat Paragould, established in 1882 
when two rival railroads — led by Jay 
Gould and J.W. Paramore (hence the 
town’s name) — laid tracks that crossed 
here. A fine, red-brick 1888 courthouse 
is here, and on its lawn a 7-foot-tall 
Statue of Liberty replica, a memorial to 
American war veterans. Murals recall 
the town’s railroad heritage.

CROWLEY’S RIDGE PARKWAY

Crowley’s Ridge State Park, one 
of the six originals of Arkansas’ 52 
state parks, is just outside the town, 
on Benjamin Crowley’s thickly wooded 
homesite. The park’s Lake Ponder 
includes a snack bar and bathhouse, 
and offers swimming and pedal boating, 
and nearby 31-acre Walcott Lake, with 
a boat launch and pier, offers fishing 
for a variety of stocked fish. Year-round 
camping (18 RV sites with water, elec-
tricity and dump site) is available.

A handful of miles ahead, 135-acre 
Lake Frierson State Park is adjacent a 
350-acre lake of the same name that 
is considered one of the top fishing 
spots in northeast Arkansas. The park 
is especially lovely in spring, when the 
blooms of abundant dogwood trees dot 
the woods like spatters of buttermilk.

Continue to Jonesboro, pop. 57,263, 
the largest city in the Arkansas Delta, 
and seat of Craighead County. Arkansas 

State University is here, as is the 
first-rate Forrest L. Wood Crowley’s 
Ridge Nature Center, located at the 
ridge’s widest section (12 miles).

Exhibits and a film here explain 
how the ridge came to be. A three-story 
“cutaway” to a background of recorded 
bird songs displays a cross section 
of loess with trees and numerous 
mounted animals native to the area. A 
300-gallon aquarium contains a dozen 
creatures that call Crowley’s Ridge 
home: an alligator snapper, red-ear 
slider (water turtle), spotted gar, 
American alligator and others. Outside, 
a path winds through a swamp typical of 
the area. The tannin-black water is rife 
with fish and turtles.

Continue south to Lake Poinsett 
State Park at Harrisburg. There’s 
fishing on the 640-acre lake, and 
fishing boats, canoes and kayaks can 
be rented. There are also hiking trails, 

Young visitors at Crowley’s Ridge Nature Center in Jonesboro, Arkansas, get a close-up view 
of one of the exhibits that showcase the area’s wildlife.
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a visitor center with a gift shop, a variety of programs and a 
campground with more than two dozen sites.

Fifteen or so miles south along the parkway, near 
Birdeye, Arkansas State Veterans Cemetery, which includes 
a columbarium, is newly opened. It’s a lovely, peaceful place, 
lavish with bright wildflowers.

Ahead at Levesque we suggest taking a 10-mile side trip 
east to Parkin Archeological State Park on the St. Francis 
River. Native Americans lived at the 17-acre site, now a 
National Historic Landmark, from A.D. 1000 to 1550. Though 
many other similar archaeological mound-builder sites in 
the region have been destroyed, Parkin is well-preserved and 
opens a window onto life during that time period.

Return to the parkway and continue south to magnificent 
Village Creek State Park outside Cross County seat Wynne. 
The 7,000-acre park, located in a long, wide valley, lies along 
the Old Military Trail (later the Memphis-Little Rock Road), 
which, completed in 1829, provided the first real access to the 
area for settlers, and also served as an Indian Removal route 
between 1832 and 1850. Sections of the old road, sculpted 
deep in the loess by the passage of many feet and wagons, 
can still be seen. The park offers fishing, swimming and 
boating on its two lakes, a picnic area, visitor center, special 
events, hiking and horse trails, and a fine campground.

Forrest City, pop. 14,774, seat of St. Francis County and 
named for Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest, is 

A fisher tries her luck 
from the first-rate fishing 
pier at Bear Creek Lake.
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ahead. Crowley’s Ridge, visible from 
south of town, stretches — imposing and 
formidable — along the eastern horizon.

A placard in the town notes that 
in 1866 (a year after the war ended) 
General Forrest and 1,000 workmen 
pitched camp here, and within two 
years had cut through the ridge and laid 
track for the Memphis and Little Rock 
Railroad. Trains soon ran regularly, 
creating a thriving business district, and 
by 1892, most buildings in the town were 
of brick. St. Francis County Museum 
(open Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.) now occupies the once-fine 
gray clapboard J.O. Rush House.

South of town — and growing 
thicker the farther south you go 
— heart-leafed kudzu vines are 
swallowing stretches of roadside. The 
vines, planted by the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps 80 years ago in an unsuc-
cessful attempt to stop erosion, though 
lovely, are engulfing the trees, turning 
them into surreal, green, Easter-Island-
like statues. Outside Marianna, the 

parkway crosses the L’Anguille River, 
creating the only break in the Arkansas 
segment of the ridge.

Drive through Marianna, seat of 
Lee County, where a small park in 
the heart of town displays a statue of 
General Robert E. Lee atop a 25-foot-
tall obelisk, and continue to 24,000-acre 
St. Francis National Forest. Elegant 
Mississippi River State Park, which 

eventually will encompass 536 acres, is 
here, newly sculpted from the forest.

The park offers fishing at Storm 
Creek Lake, and wildlife viewing op-
portunities at the Audubon Great River 
Birding Trail (deer, waterfowl, bald 
eagles, gray and fox squirrels, alligators 
and more). Bear Creek Lake Recreation 
Area includes one of the finest camp-
grounds we’ve seen, immaculately 
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CROWLEY’S RIDGE PARKWAY

At Chalk Bluff, the St. Francis River, which is thickly lined with overhanging trees, cuts 
through Crowley’s Ridge, separating Arkansas from Missouri.
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Arkansas Delta Byways 
State University, Arkansas
870-972-2803, www.deltabyways.com

Arkansas State Parks 
Little Rock, Arkansas
501-682-1191, www.arkansasstateparks.com

Crowley’s Ridge State Park 
Walcott, Arkansas
870-573-6751  

Lake Frierson State Park 
Jonesboro, Arkansas
870-932-2615TR
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groomed, with 14 paved, full-hookup 
sites that provide spectacular views of 
the lake and surrounding woods.

The final 16 miles of Crowley’s 
Ridge Parkway, this stretch also called 
the St. Francis Scenic Byway, run south 
from the park toward Helena along a 
lonely serpentine road of well-main-
tained gravel. Trees along it weave a 
green canopy high overhead, and here 
and there you pass thick stands of cane, 
12-foot-high yellow stalks with feathery 
green leaves.

Occasional unnamed roads bored 
through the thick loess meander off the 
main route for interesting exploring. 
We followed such a road just past the 
turnoff for Horner Neck Lake, to a 
brown-crystal stream, its still water 
perfectly mirroring overhanging trees 
and vines. Elsewhere, the byway climbs 
high for wide panoramas and periodic 
glimpses of the Mississippi River.

The last 4 miles of the drive 
are paved, from Storm Creek Lake 
Recreation Area south to Helena, the 

Lake Poinsett State Park 
Harrisburg, Arkansas
870-578-2064

Mississippi River State Park 
Marianna, Arkansas
870-295-4040

Parkin Archeological State Park 
Parkin, Arkansas
870-755-2500 

Village Creek State Park 
Wynne, Arkansas
870-238-9406

state’s second-oldest incorporated 
town, and end of the line at Arkansas 
Highway 242. The antique cotton-and-
riverboat town, rich in history, was 
home to early Native Americans as far 
back as 500 B.C., and was the site of an 
important Civil War battle, when in July 
1863, Union forces, which had occupied 
Helena a year earlier, thwarted a Con-
federate attempt to retake the city. 
Placards at newly dedicated Freedom 

Park tell the stories of Freedom in 
Helena and President Lincoln’s Procla-
mation of Emancipation.

Now, Helena is home to the popular 
annual Arkansas King Biscuit Blues  
Festival, and to the first-rate Delta 
Cultural Center. Also a visitor center for 
the parkway, it offers a wealth of infor-
mation about tree-shrouded Crowley’s 
Ridge, an imposing, dominant presence 
in the town. q
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If you’re dreaming of a Colorado 
Rocky Mountain High vacation, the 
Pikes Peak region, just 60 miles 
south of Denver, stands tall — very 

tall — in offering spectacular beauty 
and a wealth of varied attractions. 
There are also many well-situated RV 
parks from which to choose. This area 
encompasses the second-largest city 
in Colorado, Colorado Springs, along 
with the delightful historic community 
of Manitou Springs, the pretty mining 
town of Cripple Creek (now dotted with 
casinos but proudly showing off its 
Victorian-era past), Cañon City (home 

COLORADO

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN 
HIGH

Crystal Reservoir is in the foreground, with Pikes Peak in the background. The area offers 
many recreational opportunities such as hiking, picnicking,  non-motorized boating and fishing.

The Pikes Peak region offers rugged adventure, 
Wild West towns, red-rock formations, and top-
flight dining and nightlife

article by Irene Middleman Thomas

of the awe-inspiring Royal Gorge) and 
more than 50 area attractions.

Experience the serenity, history 
and recreational excitement of the 
Rocky Mountains’ majesty, along with 
visits to still-present Wild West towns. 
Take in thrilling white-water rafting, 
canoeing and kayaking, fishing for trout 
and bass, and hiking. You can take a 
cog railway ride to the top of America’s 
most famous mountain, 14,115-foot 
Pikes Peak, where Katharine Lee 
Bates aptly found her inspiration for 
writing “America the Beautiful.” Gaze 
in amazement at the towering red-rock 

formations at Garden of the Gods, stroll 
the grounds at the gorgeous European-
estatelike Broadmoor Resort, visit a 
world-class zoo situated dramatically 
on a mountainside (where you can 
hand-feed giraffes) or even visit Santa 
at his “North Pole.” View stalagmites 
and stalactites at Cave of the Winds, 
or tour authentic Native American cliff 
dwellings, take a narrow gauge train 
ride through the oh-so-skinny Royal 
Gorge under the highest bridge in the 
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United States, or take in a tour of one of 
the several castles in the region. 

Simple, natural pleasures include 
hiking to waterfalls and visiting old 
mines (some still in operation), but you 
can also enjoy a dressed-up nightlife 
with top-fl ight dining, dinner theaters, 
casinos and live music. 

Nestled between Garden of 
the Gods and Pikes Peak lies the 
delightful town of Manitou Springs. 
“Manitou,” a Native American word for 
“spirit,” aptly describes this beautiful 
mountain community. Eleven naturally 
carbonated mineral-spring fountains, 
located throughout this historic town, 
run free for all who wish to enjoy the 
healing benefi ts. The Ute, Cheyenne and 
other Native Americans considered this 
area sacred for its healing springs and 
clean mountain air.

Manitou Springs is a vibrant artisan 
community, home to world-class art, 
music, theater and sidewalk sculpture 
displays. The Historic District is lined 
with unique art galleries, one-of-a-
kind gift shops and trading posts with 
handcrafted Native American treasures. 
Home to dozens of artists and art 
galleries, Manitou also offers interna-
tionally famous historic restaurants.

The Pikes Peak Cog Railway, con-
structed more than 100 years ago, takes 
intrepid visitors to the top of Pikes Peak, 
elevation 14,115 feet. It is the highest 
railroad in North America. Pikes Peak 
is the backdrop for the historic city 
of Colorado Springs, and is the 31st-
highest peak out of 54 Colorado “14ers” 
(peaks with a summit higher than 
14,000 feet). From the summit, you’ll 
see panoramic views of the Continental 
Divide, Colorado Springs and Cripple 
Creek. There are three ways to get to 

COLORADO

(Below) Take in 360-degree breathtaking views of 300-foot sandstone rock formations from 
the terrace at Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature Center.

(Above from left) For $2, you can feed giraffes at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in the African 
Rift Valley. One of the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s famed elephants takes a dip in the new 
Encounter Africa exhibit.

the Pikes Peak summit: on foot, by 
car, or on the cog railway, which takes 
three hours and 10 minutes round trip. 
Remarkably, the mountain is accessible 
year-round on all but the heaviest snow 
days by both the cog railway and the 
Pikes Peak Highway.

The Pikes Peak Highway (no trailers 
are allowed on this road) is a 38-mile 
round-trip partially paved toll road that 
climbs 6,715 vertical feet from base to 
summit, with picnic grounds, educa-
tional programs, visitor facilities and in-
terpretive trails. It travels through four 
distinct life zones, from the foothills to 
the tundra. At the top is a huge gift shop 
where you can try “the world’s highest 
altitude doughnuts.”  

Back in Manitou Springs, at the 
historic Cave of the Winds, visitors can 
descend into 20 deep caverns fi lled 
with stalagmites and stalactites. This 
is the area’s oldest attraction in the 
region and was opened in 1880. Just 
fi ve minutes down the road from Cave 
of the Winds, you’ll fi nd the Manitou 

Cliff Dwellings and Museum, where you 
will see authentic Ancestral Puebloan 
Indian homes dating from A.D. 1100 
to 1300, moved here from southern 
Colorado in the same general area as 
Mesa Verde. There are also many hand-
icrafts and artifacts in the museum and, 
occasionally, Indian dancers perform.

Just a short drive away, the Garden 
of the Gods Park is a 1,323-acre 
registered National Natural Landmark 
with gorgeous scenery and recre-
ational opportunities. Dramatic views 
of 300-foot towering sandstone rock 
formations against a backdrop of 
snowcapped Pikes Peak and brilliant 
blue skies will keep your cameras 
busy. This world-class visitor center 
is the most-visited attraction in the 
Pikes Peak region with an educa-
tional, 14-minute HD multimedia show 
explaining “How Did Those Red Rocks 
Get There?”

Moving onto Colorado Springs, 
there are myriad activities and sights 
— so much that you will be forced 

(Above from left) For $2, you can feed giraffes at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in the African 
Rift Valley. One of the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s famed elephants takes a dip in the new 

United States, or take in a tour of one of 

mines (some still in operation), but you 

(Above from left) For $2, you can feed giraffes at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in the African 
Rift Valley. One of the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s famed elephants takes a dip in the new 
(Above from left) For $2, you can feed giraffes at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in the African 
Rift Valley. One of the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s famed elephants takes a dip in the new 
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to be choosy. The Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center is 
acclaimed worldwide and was the fi rst facility of its kind to 
offer arts education, a theater and an art museum under one 
roof. The Broadmoor Hotel, an exquisite gem, is akin to a 
European estate. I enjoyed gazing at the historic Prohibition-
era exhibits of forbidden liquor bottles and photos, and a 
walk around the lake. Better yet, is indulging in a Sunday 
brunch, getting a drink at the cozy bar or splurging on a 
spa treatment. Right behind the hotel is the lovely, intimate 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, America’s only mountain zoo — so 
bring good walking shoes — with a collection of more than 
750 exotic animals, including giraffes that you can feed.  

Another delight in Colorado Springs is the U.S. Olympic 
Training Center that offers free public tours year-round 
Monday through Saturday. Its Visitor Center hosts approxi-
mately 140,000 people each year, and it’s the primary facility 
that provides the general public with information about the 
U.S. Olympic Committee, U.S. Olympic Training Centers and 
the Olympic Movement. The center includes the U.S. Olympic 
Hall of Fame Rotunda, the U.S. Olympic Store, indoor/outdoor 
patio eating facilities, a 225-seat auditorium and meeting 
facilities. It also features numerous art exhibitions, Olympic 
memorabilia displays including interactive kiosks at which 
guests can obtain information on all American Olympic 
athletes. Just outside, the Carol Grotnes Belk Sculpture 
Garden features four bronze sculptures and a 12-foot-tall 
Olympic Ring Wall amidst a garden of fl owers and foliage. 
Overhead, the rooftop terrace has an Olympic fl ame display 
and offers panoramic views of the entire complex.

A one-hour drive southwest of Colorado Springs, the 
spectacular Royal Gorge Bridge and Park (currently closed 
due to fi re damage, with an expected reopen date of summer 
2014) is a not-to-be-missed thrill. You can walk or drive (if 
you dare — I didn’t!) across this suspension bridge, which 
is among the 10 highest bridges in the world, and spans the 
gorge 955 feet above the roaring, rollicking Arkansas River. 

On the way down, stop at the May Natural History Museum, 
where you’ll see more than 8,000 of the world’s most 
beautiful and unusual invertebrates, including giant tropical 
insects from around the world.

About an hour from either Colorado or Manitou Springs 
is the old mining and Wild West town of Cripple Creek at 
an altitude of 9,494 feet. The city is full of local color and 
features plenty of attractions — beyond the casinos that have 
fueled its renaissance. The town’s herd of friendly donkeys 
wander freely and love to be petted. The last week of June 
is the town’s Donkey Derby Days, with races and other fun 
events. You can also visit the grave of Susan Anderson, 
M.D., who was the impetus for the television program 
“Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman.”

The 11,600-square-foot beautifully designed 
Cripple Creek Heritage Center, on the right 
side of the highway just a bit before you 
enter town, is no typical visitor center. 

COLORADO ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH

The Golden Eagle Campground is a rustic facility that’s also a wildlife 
preserve. The campground has a 5-mile hiking trail and is ideally 
situated for access to the Pikes Peak region’s varied activities.

Pikes Peak Cog Railway is the 
highest railway in the United 
States, traveling higher than 
14,000 feet.
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Cripple Creek Hospitality House & RV Park
800-500-2513, www.cchospitalityhouse.com
The Cripple Creek Hospitality House, built 
in 1901, is a hotel and event center, as well 
as an RV park, and is located right by the 
downtown area of Cripple Creek. Pull-through 
sites, full hookups, bathhouse, laundry and 
game area. The Hospitality House served as 
the Teller County Hospital during the district’s 
Gold Rush heyday. 

Garden of the Gods RV Resort
866-994-0543, www.coloradocampground.com
With expansive views of Pikes Peak amidst 
a forested setting, more than 175 sites and 
a spacious indoor/outdoor pavilion, this 
Colorado Springs campground is convenient 
to Manitou Springs and Old Colorado City. 
New 65-foot, executive pull-through sites, 
picnic tables and cable TV, swimming pools, 
showers, laundry facilities, TV lounge and 
game room. Pet-friendly Garden of the Gods 
RV Resort organizes social events such as 
ice cream socials and cookouts between 
Memorial and Labor Days.

Golden Eagle Campground of Colorado Springs
800-666-3841, 719-576-0450,
www.maymuseum-camp-rvpark.com
This rustic campground opened in 1961 by 
the May family also owns and operates the 
adjacent May Natural History Museum (with 
one of the world’s largest private collec-
tions of giant tropical insects) as well as the 
Museum of Space Exploration. Open May 1 to 
September 30. 

Goldfi eld RV Campground
888-471-0495, www.goldfi eldrvcampground.com
This densely treed campground is very 
close to both Manitou Springs and Colorado 
City, although it is in Colorado Springs. It has 
been family owned and operated for 50 years. 
Fifty 30/50 amp large sites, many shaded, 12 
pull-through sites, pet-friendly, Wi-Fi and 
cable TV available. A resident manager is on 
the premises, working in the Western-style 
log cabin offi ce.

Lone Duck Campground
800-776-5925, www.loneduckcamp.com
Located 25 minutes from downtown 
Colorado Springs, at the base of Pikes Peak 
with a 7,600-foot elevation, Lone Duck offers 
full hook-up sites with electric, water and 
sewer. Each site has some form of shade, 
trees and grass, and some are adjacent 
mountain streams. A $4 pancake breakfast is 
offered daily. The fi shing pond is spring-fed 
and stocked with rainbow trout. There’s a 
heated pool and a splash pad. The Lone Duck 
has high-speed free Internet access.  
The campground is open the fi rst weekend in 
May to the last weekend of September.

WHERE TO STAY

I recommend taking in the excellent 
half-hour movie depicting the town’s 
evolution in this extraordinary, high-
technology and interactive museumlike 
site. The facility is staffed by friendly, 
knowledgeable historians who are 
delighted to help you learn about Cripple 
Creek’s founders, rabble-rousers, 
the rich mining legacy, progressive 
railroads, geography, Native Americans, 
plants and animals. Free of charge, 
the Cripple Creek Heritage Center is 
open year-round, except Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s Day.

The Jail Museum is chilling and 
fascinating — visitors see the actual 
cramped cells in the original jail once 
called “one of cruelest jails in the 
United States” which was in use until 
1992. On exhibit are shivs and other 
homemade weapons confi scated from 
inmates since the Gold Rush days. 

The Cripple Creek and Victor 
Narrow Gauge Railroad, a 15-ton, 
fl awlessly restored steam locomotive, 
takes passengers on a 4-mile round 
trip, and departs every 45 minutes 
each day from Memorial weekend to 
early October. The journey emulates 
the experience that mineworkers had 
riding the Midland Terminal Roadbed 
to and from the excavation sites each 
day. Conductors tell tales about the life 

and times of the miners, businessmen, 
fortune seekers and the ladies of the 
night who accompanied them during 
the Gold Rush heyday at the turn of the 
20th century.

Get down and deep into the Mollie 
Kathleen Gold Mine for an exciting 
tour of a vertical mine shaft and hard 
rock mine that was started, owned and 
operated by a woman, Mollie Kathleen 
Gortner. Even more striking is that it is 
still operational — and complies with 
federal safety standards — and offers 
a subterranean tour to a depth of 1,000 
feet below the surface of the earth. 
The mine produced $5 million in gold 
from 1891 to 1961, which converted into 
today’s standards was a substantial 
amount. Tours are guided and narrated 
by miners. Guests ride an air-powered 
mining train, witness an 1890s steam 
hoist in full operation, and learn how 
drilling and blasting explosives were set. 

One thing is certain in the Pikes 
Peak region — you can stay busy all 
day, every day, and not see everything. 
Or simply soak in the Rocky Mountain 
majesty and relax. Rock climbing, hang 
gliding, whitewater rafting, mountain 
biking, horseback riding, spelunking 
— it’s all here. No wonder Pikes Peak 
is the inspiration for America the 
Beautiful. q

Manitou Cliff Dwellings is where visitors can view an authentic ancestral Puebloan Indian 
village dating from A.D. 1100 to 1300. 
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GOOD SAM EXTENDED SERVICE PLANS FEATURE:
We pay for your repairs – at any repair facility  •  Flexible payment options

Multiple Deductible Options  •  Rates are locked in from 3-7 years on new policies
The backing of Good Sam – 100% satisfaction guarantee

GoodSamESP.com

026 ESP.indd   2/10/14   2:32 PM   - 26 -    (Cyan)026 ESP.indd   2/10/14   2:32 PM   - 26 -    (Magenta)026 ESP.indd   2/10/14   2:32 PM   - 26 -    (Yellow)026 ESP.indd   2/10/14   2:32 PM   - 26 -    (BlacK)



I’m feeling silly, having paid good money to 
slosh a pile of wet gravel about in a pie tin 
with the idea of striking it rich. My eyes are 
straining as my hopes rise and fall with each 
imagined glimpse of a gold fl ake. If nothing 

more, I’m gaining valuable insight into the fervor 
and frustration that must have gone hand in hand 
during the great California Gold Rush.

I’ll gain even further insight into the largest 
peacetime migration in American history during 
my day-and-a-half visit to Columbia State 
Historic Park, off Highway 49 near Sonora, some 

three hours east of San Francisco.
Gold was discovered here in 1850, little more 

than a year after the fabled strike at Sutter’s 
Mill set the big rush in motion. It all came about 
when Dr. Thaddeus Hildreth, with his brother, 
George, and a handful of other prospectors, 
made camp here. They found gold and word was 
soon out about the big discovery at Hildreth’s 
Diggings. Its original name was soon changed 
to American Camp and from that to Columbia 
as the population spiraled from a few hundred 
prospectors to 6,000 frenzied souls in a matter 

HISTORY COMES TO LIFE IN THE 19TH-CENTURY MINING 
TOWN OF COLUMBIA, WHERE THE SIGHTS AND SMELLS 
OF THE OLD WEST CAN STILL BE EXPERIENCED

article and photos by Dave G. Houser

The Columbia 
Stage awaits 

passengers at 
the Wells Fargo 

Express offi ce at 
Columbia State 

Historic Park.
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COLUMBIA RETAINS 
MUCH OF THE SAME 

APPEARANCE AS WHEN 
MINERS THRONGED 

ITS STREETS 

(Above) The Jack Douglass Saloon was one of nearly 50 watering holes that prospered during Columbia’s Gold Rush heyday.
(Below left to right) The interior of the Wells Fargo Express offi ce, a blacksmith shop, and the printing offi ce where the Columbia Gazette, the 
most important of the town’s several newspapers, was fi rst published in the fall of 1852.

IN SEARCH OF CALIFORNIA’S GOLD
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of weeks, making it the state’s second 
most populous community. By 1854, 
Columbia boasted four banks, eight 
hotels and nearly 50 saloons.  

Much of the old mining center 
has been preserved — more than 
30 buildings in all — providing a 
remarkable window on life in the 
Mother Lode during the mid-19th 
century. Wandering the streets of this 
12-square-block time-capsule town 
— where the only vehicular traffi c is 
a Wells Fargo stagecoach that totes 
visitors around for a small fee — you’ll 
pass the miners’ boarding house, a 
dance hall and an 1861 schoolhouse. 
There’s a newspaper offi ce, livery 
stable, several saloons and a Chinese 
temple and herb shop. And, of course, 
an apothecary and a dentist’s offi ce with 
fi endish looking instruments that bear a 
close resemblance to tools seen in the 
town’s blacksmith shop.

By 1860, when the easily mined 
Placer gold had played out, Columbia 
began to decline, but not before 
producing nearly a billion dollars 
worth of gold — at today’s value. 
Although the town suffered a couple 
of fi res through the years, along with 
vandalism and wear and tear from the 
elements, Columbia survived and was 
never completely deserted, retaining 
much of the same appearance as when 
miners thronged its streets. Recogniz-
ing an opportunity to preserve a typical 
gold-rush town as an example of one 

of the most colorful eras in American 
history, the California State Legislature 
in 1945 created Columbia State Historic 
Park. The town’s historic importance 
was further recognized when it 
was designated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1961.

Columbia Museum occupies the 
sturdy brick Knapp building, exhibiting 
different mining techniques and 
revealing much about the lives of 
miners willing to endure the hardships 
involved in the diffi cult and sometimes 
dangerous work of extracting nuggets 
from icy Sierra streams. For every lucky 
miner more than a hundred failed. The 
cost of living was astronomical: a loaf 
of bread going for $5, a denim shirt for 
$50 and an ordinary shovel for $100. 
Truth is, the shopkeepers of Columbia 
— eventual millionaires Mark Hopkins 
and Leland Stanford, investors who 
formed the Central Pacifi c Railroad, 
among them — gained the greatest 
fortunes here selling food, liquor, 
hardware and dry goods.

I’d camped the evening of my arrival 
at the nearby 49er RV Ranch with plans to 
spend a day in Columbia — but as evening 
approached, I realized there was much 
more I wanted to see and do, so I decided 
to take a room at the 1865 City Hotel. 

A pair of Columbia’s old hostelries 
— the City Hotel and its sister the Fallon 
Hotel — have been brought back to life, 
authentically restored as 19th-century 
country inns and decorated to the hilt 

• Spring steel construction
    for a softer, smoother ride

• No noise

• No grease on the bars, means

  no grease on your clothes
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
City and Fallon hotels and Columbia Cottages
209-532-1479, www.briggshospitalityllc.com

Columbia Chamber of Commerce
209-536-1672, www.visitcolumbiacalifornia.com

Columbia State Historic Park
209-588-9128, www.parks.ca.gov

49er RV Ranch 
209-532-4978, www.49errvpark.com 
The Good Sam member rate is $45 per night — but ask about 
the two-night special rate of $49 (subject to dates available). 

Marble Quarry RV Park
866-677-8464, www.marblequarry.com
Located a quarter-mile east of Columbia State Historic Park, 68 
RV sites with full hookups, swimming pool, playground and store.

with Victorian antiques, custom-crafted wall coverings and 
period lithographs. The charming 10-room City Hotel where 
I landed features an extraordinary gourmet restaurant, ably 
operated by park concessionaire Briggs Hospitality. There’s a 
bar as well, dubbed the What Cheer Saloon, that serves what 
those in the know say is the best lunch in town. Room rates 
are reasonable enough, ranging from $115.50 to $148.50 
based on double occupancy. Briggs also operates a group of 
nicely furnished cottages, ideal for large families/groups or for 
extended stays.

While I certainly didn’t get rich panning for gold, I did 
strike a bonanza that evening at City Hotel’s restaurant, 
ordering up a fi let of poached Pacifi c salmon, artfully 
garnished with pickled rhubarb and a lemon beurre blanc (a 
rich, tangy sauce) and served with butternut squash risotto. 
Not exactly mining camp vittles, mind you. Later I capped off 
a wonderfully informative and entertaining day by attending 
a performance of the Sierra Repertory Theatre at historic 
Fallon House Theatre.

Both hotels remain as faithful to period décor as possible 
while implementing modern conveniences such as indoor 
plumbing, heating and air conditioning. Blessedly, however, 
there are no phones or TVs. Each room has a half-bath, and 
a shower basket is provided for the trip down the hall to the 
shared shower room. An included continental breakfast 
buffet is available for guests of both hotels. 

Columbia’s streets are lined with a variety of shops and 
boutiques, many specializing in 19th-century goods. Res-
taurants, saloons, ice-cream parlors, candy stores and a tea 
house stand ready to quench a thirst, satisfy a sweet tooth 
and fi ll your appetite. Be sure to try a cold bottle of locally 
made sarsaparilla to get a taste of the Old West.

Park staff and volunteers with the Friends of Columbia 
State Historic Park host a busy year-round roster of living 

history programs. During Gold Rush Days, held the fi rst 
and second Saturday of each month from 1 to 4 p.m., park 
docents and volunteers in period clothing lead special 
programs and various hands-on activities.

“Columbia Diggins,” staged annually (May 29 to June 1 
for 2014), is a major re-enactment of things as they were 
back in 1852 at the rough and raucous tent city then known as 
Hildreth’s Diggins. No doubt, this is the park’s crowning event, 
drawn from painstaking research into the details of daily life 
in tent towns that popped up everywhere in the Mother Lode 
during the early days of the great California Gold Rush.

“We can’t know exactly how life was like for those early 
residents,” says Amber Cantisano, the park’s interpreter who 
coordinates the event, “but we spend a lot of time reading 
their journals, newspapers and studying archaeological 

(Above left) A Columbia State Historic Park interpreter demonstrates gold-panning techniques to a young visitor. (Above right) Columbia’s fi re 
department and drugstore are among the town’s more than 30 surviving 19th-century buildings.

IN SEARCH OF CALIFORNIA’S GOLD
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It’s a matter of comfort

400LP

Wherever you are in your RV,  
the temperature is perfect. 

You’ll enjoy the luxury of quiet, comfortable,  
even temperatures in your rig. You’ll also appreciate  

tankless, on-demand hot water and the ability  
to plug into shorepower.

Get into your Comfort ZoneTM.  Insist the 400LP 
is in the equipment package on your �fth-wheel,  

park model or gas-powered motorhome —  
if you don’t need engine pre-heating. Then you’ll  
always be “just right,” even when Mother Nature  

throws in her mood swings.
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remains to cobble together a fairly 
accurate picture of the times.”

During the four-day event, visitors 
can roam through the tent town, enjoy 
entertainment at the theater, step into 
the saloon and order a sarsaparilla, or 
browse in the authentically re-created 
Brown’s Mercantile. Bakers produce 
bread in a stone and brick oven, and 
docents demonstrate a variety of early 
mining techniques.

“There is really nothing like it 
anywhere else,” says Cantisano, “it’s the 
closest thing to time travel you’ll find. It 
is both amazing and educational.”

Conveniently located off Highway 
49, reaching Columbia is an easy and 
scenic drive that neighbors other 
historic towns in the area’s foothills, 
including Sonora, Angels Camp and 
Jamestown, making it a popular desti-
nation for day-trippers and weekenders 
alike. Columbia State Historic Park 
is also easy on the budget with free 
admission, free parking (with plenty of 
room for RVs) and free docent-guided 
tours of the town. You can even bowl for 
free in an antique bowling alley next to 
the museum.

The state park is open daily, year-
round. It is a real town and never actually 
closes, although some businesses 
do close on major holidays. Most 
businesses are open from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., but restaurants, hotels, saloons 
and some other establishments have 
longer hours. The Columbia Museum 
is open everyday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
except on Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

RV campers will find that 
Columbia’s history isn’t limited to the 
state park. For example, when you tie 
up at the 49er RV Ranch you’ll be ex-
periencing the Gold Country’s oldest 
and arguably best campground. The 
ranch has been providing camping 
since 1852 when it began serving the 
influx of 49ers searching for Columbia’s 
bonanza of Placer gold. Today’s modern 
amenities, however, which include full 
hookups with 30/50 amp electric, water/
sewer, clean showers, 30-channel 
cable TV, free Wi-Fi service and a fully 
stocked camp store, make for a whole 
lot more comfort than the early miners 
might have enjoyed. q A
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OK, I’ll admit it. I didn’t want to like 
the new Winnebago Trend Class C. 
It’s certainly not because I have 

anything against Winnebago, as the 
company has one of the broadest, high-
quality product lines in the industry 
and is widely known for its fresh, in-
novative thinking. And it’s not because 
I don’t like small Class C motorhomes, 
although I do think some are lacking in 
their execution. No, in the case of the 
Trend, my trepidation originated with 
the styling. The Ram ProMaster chas-
sis (the North American version of the 
Fiat Ducato) is built with a front fascia 
designed for easy replacement in the 
event of a midtown fender bender. A 
great feature for the commercial ap-
plications that originally spurred its 
creation, but not exactly what most 
would call stylish. In fact, one onlooker 
likened it to a cattle guard. And its sin-
gle rear wheels, tucked far beneath the 
body, reminded me of a big kid trying to 
ride his little brother’s bike. 

But I liked it anyway. And the more 
time I spent with it, the more I liked it.

The reason has to do with how well 
this motorhome works for its intended 
purpose — but also the potential it 

represents for the future of RVing. The 
ProMaster opens up a new world of 
possibilities — not just for consumers, 
but manufacturers as well. By its own 
estimation, Winnebago says the Pro-
Master chassis will carve several thou-
sand dollars off the sticker price of any 
alternatives it offered previously. 

But cost is only part of the equation. 
The ProMaster chassis carries with it 
a number of uncommon benefi ts, not 
the least of which is an unprecedented 
array of 35 safety features that includes 
anti-lock brakes with brake assist, six 
air bags, electronic stability control, 
traction control, hill start assist and 
much more. There’s even one feature 
called Drift Compensation Technology, 
which can detect conditions such as 
road crown and side winds, and adjust 
the steering system to compensate for 
pulling and/or drifting.

Winnebago is also leveraging 
Chrysler’s U-Connect multi-media sys-
tem, making it standard in the Trend, 
and its sister product, the Itasca Viva. 
U-Connect offers some very useful 
features for RVers, including Blue-
tooth hands-free phone functionality, 
hands-free text reply capability, and a 

Winnebago Trend 23L
European styling and a new platform provide economical RVing for the whole family

article by Chris Hemer  photos by Scott Hirko

W I N N E B A G O  T R E N D  2 3 L

(Far right, top to bottom)  
The motorized StudioLoft 
descends from the ceiling 
with the touch of a but-
ton. The curbside bench 
seat and dinette convert 
into a second bed. Cab of-
fers a simple layout with 
logically placed switchgear 
and gauges. The naviga-
tion unit on the prototype 
motorhome was an after-
market product; production 
models will use Chrysler’s 
U-Connect system.

W I N N E B A G O  T R E N D  2 3 L
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European styling and a new platform provide economical RVing for the whole family

full-color, 5-inch touchscreen with GPS 
navigation and a backup camera — fea-
tures that, quite frankly, I think every 
motorhome should have.

The ProMaster is unconventional in 
other ways, as well. First and foremost, 
it is a front-wheel-drive confi guration, 
which may seem odd at fi rst, until you 
consider the functional aspects. Front-
wheel-drive offers better control in in-
clement weather, which is why the bulk 
of passenger cars on the market today 
use this confi guration. Second, and 
something RVers can certainly appreci-
ate, is that it eliminates the need for a 
doghouse between the driver and front 
passenger seats, so the fl oor is fl at and 
the foot wells roomy.

Stepping into the cockpit, there are 
numerous similarities to the popular 
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis, in-
cluding the dash-mounted shifter (with 
manual shift function), fi rm, manually 
adjustable seats and rubber fl ooring. 
However, the controls in the ProMaster 
are far more intuitive and easy to use 
than they are in the German-designed 
Sprinter. Three knobs are all that’s 
required to adjust the climate control, 
and the speedometer/tachometer are 
laid out in a very legible dial arrange-
ment. There’s also a driver information 
center between the two gauges that 
can relay myriad information, from the 
mundane (door ajar) to the miniscule 
(ours notifi ed us of a license plate light 
that was burned out!). 

Initially at least, Winnebago is of-
fering the Trend in two fl oorplans: the 
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23B, with its large rear bath, and the 
23L, which features a 49-by-75-inch 
bed in the curbside corner. For our test, 
Winnebago furnished a preproduction 
23L, which, while lacking some of the 
fi nal details of the production units, was 
close enough to production for our eval-
uation. We loaded it up with gear and 
headed for California’s high desert.

The ProMaster’s Chrysler 3.6-liter 
Pentastar V-6 has been recognized as 
one of the best engines available on the 
market today — but powering a half-
ton truck and an 8,000-plus-pound mo-
torhome are two very different things. 
Regardless of this fact, the Trend feels 
very lively at drive-off, thanks (in part) 
to a low 3.90:1 fi rst gear ratio (com-
pared to 3.00:1 in the current six-speed 
automatic in Ram 1500-series trucks). 
With 280 horsepower on tap, the 
motorhome had no problem climbing 
a 6 percent grade at 65 MPH, although 
manually shifting into fourth gear 
before the grade is recommended to 
keep the engine in its torque peak. And 
owing to its commercial nature, the 
engine roar can be quite pronounced 
at higher engine RPM, although it’s very 
acceptable during highway cruising. 

Likewise, the suspension is de-
signed for heavy use, and is a bit 
bumpy over expansion joints and such 
— but the fl ip side is that the coach felt 
very stable even during high cross-
winds, and exhibits excellent handling. 
Speaking of which, the ProMaster’s 

turning circle is unbelievably tight — 
we were able to perform a U-turn on 
a city street with absolutely no drama. 
And the four-wheel disc brakes, with 
their Brembo calipers, had excellent 
pedal feel and stopped the motorhome 
effortlessly.

For years, we’ve criticized some 
coach manufacturers for providing 
sleeping quarters for several guests, 
but belted seating positions for just 
two. That’s certainly not the case 
with the Trend — in fact, this coach 
is the fi rst to have three-point seat 
belts (like the ones used by the driver/
front passenger) in the dinette area 
— something traveling families will 
doubtlessly appreciate. However, our 
passengers didn’t enjoy sitting here for 
very long, as the smooth, Ultraleather 
upholstery made for a lot of slipping 
and sliding, and the padding was a bit 
thin for our taste. Personally, I’d prefer 
it if Winnebago made the seat thicker 
and upholstered it in cloth, or at least 
offered cloth as an option. Likewise, 
the curbside bench seat also has two 
belted seating positions but, again, 
these seats are slippery during travel. 
Also, the anchors for the belts extend 
down into the doorway for the storage 
bay underneath, which we thought odd 
— but Winnebago says it will address 
this in future models.

It was late afternoon by the time we 
arrived at our site in the Mojave Desert, 
so we set up camp and got ready to 

prepare a simple dinner. The Trend has 
a kitchen typical of these small Class C 
units, featuring a two-burner stove and 
sink with glass covers. Something fairly 
uncommon, however, is the cabinetry. 
Not only is it good looking and well con-
structed, there’s also plenty of it — I’ve 
tested full-size Class A motorhomes 
that didn’t have this much space in the 
kitchen. And the countertop extension 
gives the mobile chef adequate room 
for prep duties.

At fi rst glance, the dining area 

Bath area is surprisingly roomy, with a large 
shower and sink. Residential-style brushed-
nickel faucet is a nice touch.

(Below left) The Trend’s 49-by-75-inch bed has unique, adjustable backrests. The TV above the fridge can pivot for viewing from living or 
bedroom areas. (Below right) The galley and adjacent wardrobe have plenty of storage space, and cabinetry is well constructed. A countertop 
extension allows for more prep space. Forward-facing dinette has two three-point seatbelts.
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, SERVICE AND PRICE!

FACTORY DIRECT SAVINGS
How does Harbor Freight sell great quality 
tools at the lowest prices? We buy direct 
from the same factories who supply the 
expensive brands and pass the savings 
on to you. It’s just that simple!  Come in 
and see for yourself why over 25 million 
satisfi ed customers and leading automotive 
and consumer magazines keep talking 
about our great quality and unbeatable 
prices.  Visit one of our 500 Stores 
Nationwide and use this 20% Off Coupon 
on one of over 7,000 products*, plus 
pick up a Free 6 Piece Screwdriver Set, 
a $4.99 value.
•  We Will Beat Any Competitor’s Price 
      Within 1 Year Of Purchase
•  No Hassle Return Policy
•  100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

Experts Agree Harbor Freight WINS in QUALITY and PRICE
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

Item 95275 shown

SAVE 
50%

 3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  95275 /
60637/69486/61615

REG. 
PRICE 

$79.99 $3999 
REG. PRICE $649 .99 

LOT NO. 
    68784/69387

 $36999 

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 

SAVE 
$280

COUPON!

    68784/69387COUPON!

    68784/69387NEW!

• 2633 lb. Capacity
• Weighs 245 lbs.
• Super High 

Gloss Finish!

Item 68784
shown

900 PEAK/
800 RUNNING WATTS

2 HP (63 CC)
GAS GENERATOR

LOT NO.  66619 /
60338/69381

 $8999 
REG. PRICE $179.99

NEW!

SAVE 
$90 Item 69381 

shown

 $6999 REG. 
PRICE 

$99 .99 

 1.5 HP ELECTRIC POLE SAW 

• Extends from 6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

LOT NO.  68862 

SAVE 
$30

SAVE 
55%

 LOT NO. 67227 /
69567/60566

 27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

 $269 REG. 
PRICE 
$5.99

Requires three 
AAA batteries 
(included).

Item 67227 
shown

SAVE 
$50

 $7999 REG. 
PRICE 

$129 .99 

 1500 PSI 
PRESSURE 

WASHER 
LOT NO.  68333 /69488

Item 
68333 
shown

SAVE 
$50

Item 
91006 
shown  $9999 

1.5 CUBIC FT. 
SOLID STEEL DIGITAL 

FLOOR SAFE
LOT NO. 

91006/61565

REG. PRICE $149 .99 

Item 60561 
shown

 $1099 
REG. PRICE $29 .99 

3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LED LIGHTS

Includes three AA NiCd 
rechargeable batteries.

LOT NO.   95588/
69462  /60561

SAVE 
63% SAVE 

66%
Item 94141 

shown

LOT NO. 
94141/
69874/
61320/
61913/
61914

 TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER HITCH 

 $1999 REG. 
PRICE 

$59 .99 

"We Are Impressed With the Quality...
The Price is Incredible"

– Car Craft Magazine

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$5999  $8999 REG. PRICE 
$119. 99 

Item 68053 
shown

 RAPID PUMP® 

1.5 TON ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 

 LOT NO. 68053 /69252/
60569/62160

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts
 Most Vehicles!

• Weights 27 lbs.

"The Undisputed King of the Garage" 

– Four Wheeler Magazine

SAVE
$60

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$5999  $8999 REG. PRICE 
$129. 99 

Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

SAVE
$70

RETRACTABLE AIR/WATER 
HOSE REEL WITH 

3/8" x 50 FT. HOSE

LOT NO.  93897/69265 

Item 
93897 
shown

"Impressed with the Quality, 

Covers your Entire Garage at 

an Unbelievable Low Price"

– Street Trucks Magazine

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE

LOT NO.  68142 /
61256/60813/

61889

Item 
60813 
shown

$29999  $39999 
REG. PRICE 

$499. 99 

WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

SAVE
$200 "Voted the Best Deal in Winching"

– Off-Road Magazine

500 Stores Nationwide

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher (Item 
65162), open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON!

ANY SINGLE ITEM!

20%
OFF

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at 
our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. 
Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

FREE

WITH ANY 
PURCHASE

SUPER
 

COUPON!

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 

SET 
ITEM 47770/61313

VALUE
 $499 

Item 47770 shown
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S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

PERFORMANCE
Fuel Economy 15.65 mpg
0-60 mph 15.4 sec.
40-60 mph 8.9 sec.

CHASSIS
Model Ram ProMaster
Engine 3.6L V-6
SAE Horsepower 280 hp @ 6,400 rpm
Torque 260 lb-ft @ 4,175 rpm
Transmission 6-speed automatic
Axle Ratio 3.86:1
Front Tires 225/75R16
Rear Tires 225/75R16
Wheelbase 159”
Brakes 4-wheel disc with ABS
Suspension, f/r MacPherson with 

sta bilizer bar/solid axle
with leaf springs

Fuel Cap. 24 gal.
Warranty 12 months/15,000 miles

COACH
Exterior Length 24’
Exterior Width 7’ 6.5”
Exterior Height 10’ 4”
Interior Width 7’ 3”
Interior Height 6’ 7”
Construction Aluminum framing, 

laminated fi berglass side walls, 
one-piece fi berglass roof, 

block foam insulation
Freshwater Cap. 26 gal.
Black-Water Cap. 32 gal.
Gray-Water Cap. 40 gal.
Water Heater Cap. Tankless on-demand
LP-gas Cap. 13 gal.
Air Conditioner 13,500 Btu
Furnace 20,000 Btu
Refrigerator 5.1 cu.-ft.
Converter / Charger 45 amps
Battery (1) 12-volt chassis, 
 (1) 12-volt coach
A/C Generator 2.8 kW gas
MSRP, base $89,268
MSRP, as tested $91,844
Warranty 3-year/36,000 miles

WET WEIGHT
(water & heater, fuel, LP-gas tank full; no 
supplies or passengers)
Front Axle 3,540 lbs.
Rear Axle 4,640 lbs.
Total 8,180 lbs.

CHASSIS RATINGS
GAWR, F/R 4,630 / 5,291 lbs.
GVWR / GCWR 9,350 / 11,500 lbs.
OCCC 1,170 lbs.

GAWR gross axle weight rating
GVWR  gross vehicle weight rating
GCWR gross combination weight rating
OCCC occupant and cargo carrying
 capacity rating

Winnebago Industries
641-585-3535, www.gowinnebago.com
Circle 135 on Reader Service Card

looks odd, as there’s only the one, for-
ward-facing bench at the dining table. 
For additional seating, the driver/front 
passenger seats swivel rearward to 
become the other two dinette seats. 
We can’t speak for how well this 
works, as our prototype didn’t have 
swiveling seats in it, but it seemed like 
it would do the job. Likewise, a table 
extension allows another diner (or 
perhaps two small ones) to sit at the 
end of the table on the curbside bench. 
That’s a total of fi ve adults — more 
than most dinettes in full-size coaches 
can handle.

TV placement is always a chal-
lenge, especially in a smaller motor-
home like this one. Winnebago placed 
a 22-inch LCD TV in a recess above the 
refrigerator, and it’s on an arm so it 
can be viewed from either the living or 
bedroom area. Because the fi xed di-
nette bench faces forward, that means 
the TV must be viewed from the swivel-
ing cockpit seats (putting that small TV 
kind of far away) or from the curbside 
bench, which means watching TV with 
your head turned to the left. And if 
viewed from the rear bed, the controls 
for the AM/FM/DVD player are on the 
other side, near the entry door. It’s not 
ideal, but again, space is limited, so we 
made due.

Just to the rear of the galley on 
the street side is a wardrobe with 
plenty of room for a couple’s hanging 
clothes, plus more drawers. And in 
the streetside corner is a surprisingly 
roomy bath, with a good-size shower, 
a foot-fl ush toilet and a large sink fi n-
ished in what looks like solid-surface 
material. Mounted just underneath 
the sink is the control for the tank-
less water heater system, as well as 
a water-pump switch, which is always 
appreciated. In general, the switches 
throughout the coach are logically 
placed and within reach.

When it comes time to turn in for 
the evening, you’ve got options. Boy, do 
you. In the living area, the dinette table 
swivels down to meet the forward-
facing bench, and the curbside bench 
pulls out like a big drawer to fi ll the 
gap. Arrange the seat and back pad-
ding appropriately, and voilà! You’ve 

got the 51-by-87-inch Flex Bed Sys-
tem. A more impressive option, how-
ever, is the 51-by-78-inch StudioLoft 
bed that descends from the ceiling 
via a power switch and stops about 4 
feet from the fl oor. Now, you’ve got a 
bunk bed arrangement that can sleep 
four; a supplied ladder helps the top 
sleeper(s) gain access to the Studio-
Loft. When stowed, the bed looks like 
part of the ceiling and doesn’t com-
promise headroom very much — but 
if you’re much taller than 6 feet, you 
might need to duck a little here.

The rear 49-by-75-inch bed holds 
more surprises. Besides being a cozy 
place to catch some shut-eye, the bed 
allows individual adjustment of the 
backrests. The mattress is bisected at 
the top half, and underneath this sec-
tion are two corresponding panels with 
pull straps. Pull one of the straps up, 
and the panel ratchets up into place; 
pulling it all the way up allows the 
backrest to fall fl at again. Lift on the 
front of the bed, and you’ve got storage 
space for the StudioLoft ladder and 
privacy curtains for the cab windows, 
as well as anything else you want to 
stow. Above the bed are reading lights 
underneath the overhead cabinet, and 
the thermostat control is at the foot of 
the bed. A privacy curtain is another 
nice touch.

You might have noticed that we 
haven’t discussed options — and 
that’s because there aren’t that many. 
Winnebago offers the Trend in one 
well-equipped version, with only a few 
available features. For example, the 
23L had Aosta Cherry cabinetry ($504), 
a heated drainage system ($259) and 
an applique package in the cab area 
($259). The option sheet also showed 
a 19-inch second LCD TV ($371) for 
the area above the bench seat, but it 
hadn’t been installed in the prototype. 
This brought the total as-tested price 
to $91,844 — well below the cost of a 
comparably equipped Sprinter-based 
coach.

The combination of the European-
inspired Trend and the Ram ProMaster 
chassis it rides on may take some get-
ting used to, but I’m willing to bet you’ll 
learn to like it — just like I did. q

36  TRAILER LIFE  April 2014   
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877-5-RV-CENTER | CWRVS.com

* Government fees, state taxes and dealer fees as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable 
in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA or UT). Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. Contact your area 
dealer for availability. ^^All payments to qualified buyers with approved credit and subject to lender terms. Advertised inventory available at time of production. 
New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other o�er and not applicable to prior sales. O�ers valid at any Camping 
World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. O�ers expire 4/9/14.                          FR029543-0114

ASK HOW YOU CAN UPGRADE TO Good Sam ELITE
GoodSamClub.com

NEW 2014 Coleman

COLEMAN CTS15BH
Stk. #MB480957  |  MSRP $13,938  |  SAVE $2,939

NEW 2014 Shasta

FLYTE 265DB
Stk. #FAY103218  |  MSRP $26,385  |  SAVE $7,390

NEW 2014 Keystone

COUGAR 280RLS
Stk. #TPA484542  |  MSRP $49,155  |  SAVE $11,160

$10,999*

OR 
$102/MO.̂ ^

$18,995*

OR 
$176/MO.̂ ^

$37,995*

OR 
$288/MO.̂ ^

Based on 10% down @ 6.99% APR for 144 mos. Based on 10% down @ 6.99% APR for 144 mos. Based on 10% down @ 5.99% APR for 180 mos.

NEW 2014 Shasta NEW 2014 Keystone

SAVE
21%

SAVE
28%

SAVE
22%

FR029543 April TrailerLife Ad Units.indd   1 1/16/14   10:09 AMCA029842 April TL.indd   1 2/5/14   2:59 PM
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at SuperCenters Nationwide! 
MARCH 21-22 & 28-29

FREE Coffee & Donuts 
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!)

FREE Coloring Books & 
Crayons for the Kids!

PLUS!  
Don't Miss Out On  
EVENT ONLY  

SPECIALS!
March 21-22 & 28-29 ONLY 

FREE NEW Product  
Preview Seminar at 10a.m.
Get a sneek peek at some  

of our favorite new products  
for 2014!

atata SuperCenters Natata ionwide!t SuperCenters Natata ionwidN iNC t tser anS e ir Nre ept enS p ru idon !wwi
MMMMMAAAAAARCRCR H 21-22 & 2888888-222999

FREEFREEFREEFREEFREE Coffee & Donuts
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!)

FREEFREEFREEFREEFREE Coloring Books & 
Crayons for the Kids!

PLUS!PLUS!PLUS!PLUS!PLUS!PLUS!  PLUS!  PLUS!
Don't Miss Out On 
EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  

SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!
March 21-22 & 28-29 ONLY

FREE NEW Product 
Preview Seminar at 10a.m.
Get a sneek peek at some 

of our favorite new products 
for 2014!

Spring Fling ad.indd   1 2/5/14   2:41 PM

Pay only $39 for the installation of some of your 
favorite products purchased at Camping World 
SuperCenters. With this NEW Good Sam Club 
benefit, you will SAVE hundreds of dollars on 
installation of popular accessories!

Let Us Install It$39INSTALLATION*

at Camping World SuperCenters

*For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install
SAVE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS!

NEW! Exclusive 2014 Good Sam Club Benefit!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

CA027861 Third pg Installation Offer Ad REWORK for March MH.indd   1 12/18/13   9:51 AM

� Catalog & Internet Only

Circle Design Reversible Patio Mats, 9' x 12'  
Reversible, weather-resistant polypropylene mats with decorative 
designs. Material “breathes” so it won’t kill grass underneath. 
Edge piping with reinforced stitching. Corner tabs and loops hold 
anchor stakes (sold separately). 
Brown/Tan #74263 Blue/Light Blue #74264 
Emerald Green/Light Emerald Green #74265 
Ship Wt. 6 lbs. 

Dometic® Ventless Washer/Dryer #75215 
Continuous cycle wash and dry plus 13 lb. capacity lets you wash and 
dry your entire load without interruption. Convenience features include 
separate compartments for pre-treatment, detergent and fabric softener; 
pause/stop; 4 additional cycle options; programmable settings. Moisture 
drains into a sink or shower—no vent to install. 120-volt. | FREIGHT  
Let Us Install It $247.78 CLUB SALE ONLY $39! | 

OVER 200 ITEMS—LOOK WHAT’S NEW!

To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL

CLUB SALE

$6999 Reg. $79.99

CLUB SALE

$118999 Reg. $1324.99

Home is Where You  
Park It, Recliner
All-weather, fade-resistant  
Oxford fabric on a durable  
steel frame. Ergonomic  
poly armrests.  
Navy #72910     Tan #72909  
° $17 $9 | 

250 lb. 
capacity

Seat is 
171⁄2"W

VISIT US TODAY! Sale Prices Expire 
May 4, 2014

CLUB SALE

$ 5999 
Reg. $79.99

Khaki Cuddler Pet Bed #74205 
Thickly padded sides and back.  
Polyester fiber fill. Machine washable.  
Ship Wt. 2 lbs.

C- 30 
M - 30
Y - 20
K - 100

R - 11
G - 2
B - 10

4C Black

C- 0 
M - 0
Y - 0
K - 100

R - 0
G - 0
B - 0

Black

C - 100
M - 66
Y - 0
K - 2

R - 0
G - 92
B - 169

PMS 286

R - 0
G - 150
B - 214

C - 85
M - 24
Y - 0
K - 0

PMS 2925

R - 235
G - 0
B - 45

C - 0
M - 100
Y - 92
K - 0

PMS 185

R - 237
G - 128
B - 36

C - 0
M - 100
Y - 100
K - 0

4C GS Red

2 Color – Black & PMS 185 1 Color – Black

4 – Color 3 Color - Black, PMS 185, PMS 286

PMS Branding Colors ( CMYK and RGB Breaks)

Gradients

Fonts - Agenda

Agenda Regular Agenda SemiBold Agenda Bold

Light Red
C - 0
M - 100
Y - 100
K - 0

Dark Red
C - 15
M - 100
Y - 90
K - 29

Light Blue
C - 85
M - 24
Y - 0
K - 0

Dark Blue
C - 100
M - 66
Y - 0
K - 2

Pet Booster Seat

Perfect for Dogs & Cats up to 20lbs!
Measures 13" x 10.25" x 8" Manufactured & Marketed by: Unique Petz, Inc. NY, NY 10018

www.uniquepetz.com • Contact Us At: cs@uniquepetz.com

www.USADogWorks.com www.USADogWorks.com

Pet Booster Seat

13"
Tall

10.25"
Wide

13"
Wide

• Perfect for Dogs & Cats up to 20lbs.
• Adjustable Straps and Safety Strap Attached
• Installs Quickly & Easily in All Model Cars
• Zippered Front Compartment Holds
   Pet Treats, Leash, Toys and More!
• Measures 13" x 10.25" x 8" Wide

Front Zip Compartment Holds
Pet Treats, Leash, Toys & More!

Removable Faux 
Sheepskin Lining!
(Machine Wash) 

Seat Strap &
Safety Leash

Pet Booster Seat
Perfect for D

ogs &
 C

ats up to 20lbs!

Pet Booster Seat
Perfect for Dogs & Cats up to 20lbs!

Pet Booster Seat
Perfect for D

ogs &
 C

ats up to 20lbs!

(35.56 cm)14”

1.875”

1.875”
0.6132”

1.9163”

 (4.867402 cm
)1.9163”

(27.305 cm
) 10.75”

(27.305 cm
) 10.75”

(2.2225 cm
) 0.875”

(4.558284 cm) 1.7946” 

1.7946” 

UPC HERE

G
L
U

E

PLACE TRANSPARENT ROUND ADHESIVE TAPE
CONTACT HERE TO SEAL PACKAGING

PLACE TRANSPARENT ROUND ADHESIVE TAPE
CONTACT HERE TO SEAL PACKAGING

PET BOOSTER SEAT  #UPPP-____
36 CM x 27 CM x 5 CM 
Paper Board/Corrugated Board
4 Color Process
SEMI GLOSS FINISH ON PACKAGING

CYAN (C) MAGENTA (M) YELLOW (Y) BLACK (K)

DIE CUT DIE SCOREDIE GUIDES

NEWCOLLECTION!

Folding Pet Gate #74414 
Three-section gate. Folds for storage  
under bed. | Ship Wt. 8 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$ 2999

 Reg. $34.99

CLUB SALE
$899

 Reg. $9.99

21"L x 17"W x 7"H

For pets up 
to 25 lbs.

51"W x 23"H extended

UV-stabilized to prevent fading 
and resist mold and mildew!

Uses 20% less water 
than most brands

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

PLUS
$39 INSTALL

$135
OFF

NEW!
Holding Tank Treatments 
that are Easy to Use & Safe 
for the Environment

Dometic® Premium Holding Tank Treatments 
Offers the most powerful, longest-lasting control of tank odors without 
formaldehyde. Additives break down waste and help tanks rinse cleaner 
during pump-out. All-season use—won’t break down in hot conditions. 
Concentrated—only 4 oz. liquid or one drop-in packet treats a 40 gallon 
blackwater waste tank.
Tip & Measure Liquid, 32 oz. #74366   
Club SALE $10.59 Reg. $11.99 | Ship Wt. 3 lbs.
Drop-In Packet, 12-pack #74356  Club SALE $11.59 Reg. $13.49 | Ship Wt. 1 lb.

Dometic® 3 ‘N 1 Bowl Cleaner & Tank Treatment, 24-pack #74369 
Combines air freshener, bowl cleaner and tank treatment all in one easy 
to use drop-in packet. Lavender scent. One 1.5 oz. packet treats a 40 
gallon tank. | Ship Wt. 3 lbs.
12-pack #74368 (not shown)  Club SALE $11.29 Reg. $13.29 | Ship Wt. 1 lb.

CLUB SALE

$ 2199  
Reg. $24.99

A

B

C

B

Dometic® 3 ‘N 1 Bowl Cleaner & Tank Treatment, 24-pack #74369

C

A
Stainless Steel Grills
Hybrid Grill #69354 
Works on propane or 110-volts AC.  
26"L x 18"W x 7"H.  
Club SALE $279.99 Reg. $329.99  
° $17 $9 | 
Electric Grill #69356 
Operates on 110-volts AC. Adjustable temperature control; cooking surface can reach up 
to 700°F. 22"L x 101⁄2"W x 8"H. Club SALE $183.99 Reg. $224.99 | ° $13 $9 | 

A

B

A
B

160" sq. in.  
cooking area

150" sq. in.  
cooking area

Folds to 7"H

EXCLUSIVE 
DESIGN!

Removable 
pillow with retro 

RV Design

Club Chair, Blue #74235  
Cushy padded chair is covered in 
600-denier polyester for use indoors or 
out. Heavy-duty tubular steel frame.  
° $20 $9 | 

225 lb. 
capacity

CLUB SALE

$ 5299 Reg. $58.89

NEW
COLOR! Seat is 

331⁄2"W

Pathway X1 Portable Satellite System  
The smallest portable satellite antenna only 14.3" dia. x 13.5"H and weighs only 
10 lbs. Fully automatic—just select your state and the Pathway X1 automatically 
finds DISH® satellites. Watch programs on up to two TVs (two receivers 
required). Compatible with DISH® Pay-As-You-Go ViP® 211z Receiver #73912 for 
SD and HD programming (receiver and programming package sold separately).
White #74562 Black (not shown) #75143  
Club SALE $499 Reg. $549 | Ship Wt. 14 lbs.

DISH® ViP® 211z HD 
Satellite Receiver #73912

PORTABLE

161⁄2"H x 173⁄4"W x 12"D161⁄1⁄1 2⁄2⁄ "H x 173"H x 173"H x 17⁄3⁄3 4⁄4⁄"W x 12"D

B

13"H x 173⁄4"W x 12"D

A

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

UP
TO  

$50
OFF

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

 25%

OFF

A

Dometic® Tropicool Portable Coolers/Warmers 
Thermoelectric cooler/warmers keep foods at the preferred temperature, 
cooling without ice and operating on 12- or 24-volt DC, with a convenient 
adapter to 120-volt AC for use at home or on the go. All cool from 32°F to 
60°F and heat from 118°F to 150°F.   
15 Quart #75218 
Club SALE $249.99 Reg. $284.99 
Ship Wt. 17 lbs. | 

21 Quart #75219 
Club SALE $299.99 Reg. $339.99  
Ship Wt. 19 lbs. | 

B

UV-stabilized to prevent fading 

EXCLUSIVE 
DESIGN!

Brown/Tan

Blue/Light Blue

Emerald Green /
Light Emerald Green

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com    Product Protection Plan available
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at SuperCenters Nationwide! 
MARCH 21-22 & 28-29

FREE Coffee & Donuts 
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!)

FREE Coloring Books & 
Crayons for the Kids!

PLUS!  
Don't Miss Out On  
EVENT ONLY  

SPECIALS!
March 21-22 & 28-29 ONLY 

FREE NEW Product  
Preview Seminar at 10a.m.
Get a sneek peek at some  

of our favorite new products  
for 2014!

atata SuperCenters Natata ionwide!t SuperCenters Natata ionwidN iNC t tser anS e ir Nre ept enS p ru idon !wwi
MMMMMAAAAAARCRCR H 21-22 & 2888888-222999

FREEFREEFREEFREEFREE Coffee & Donuts
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!)

FREEFREEFREEFREEFREE Coloring Books & 
Crayons for the Kids!

PLUS!PLUS!PLUS!PLUS!PLUS!PLUS!  PLUS!  PLUS!
Don't Miss Out On 
EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  EVENT ONLY  

SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!SPECIALS!
March 21-22 & 28-29 ONLY

FREE NEW Product 
Preview Seminar at 10a.m.
Get a sneek peek at some 

of our favorite new products 
for 2014!

Spring Fling ad.indd   1 2/5/14   2:41 PM

Pay only $39 for the installation of some of your 
favorite products purchased at Camping World 
SuperCenters. With this NEW Good Sam Club 
benefit, you will SAVE hundreds of dollars on 
installation of popular accessories!

Let Us Install It$39INSTALLATION*

at Camping World SuperCenters

*For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install
SAVE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS!

NEW! Exclusive 2014 Good Sam Club Benefit!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

CA027861 Third pg Installation Offer Ad REWORK for March MH.indd   1 12/18/13   9:51 AM

� Catalog & Internet Only

Circle Design Reversible Patio Mats, 9' x 12'  
Reversible, weather-resistant polypropylene mats with decorative 
designs. Material “breathes” so it won’t kill grass underneath. 
Edge piping with reinforced stitching. Corner tabs and loops hold 
anchor stakes (sold separately). 
Brown/Tan #74263 Blue/Light Blue #74264 
Emerald Green/Light Emerald Green #74265 
Ship Wt. 6 lbs. 

Dometic® Ventless Washer/Dryer #75215 
Continuous cycle wash and dry plus 13 lb. capacity lets you wash and 
dry your entire load without interruption. Convenience features include 
separate compartments for pre-treatment, detergent and fabric softener; 
pause/stop; 4 additional cycle options; programmable settings. Moisture 
drains into a sink or shower—no vent to install. 120-volt. | FREIGHT  
Let Us Install It $247.78 CLUB SALE ONLY $39! | 

OVER 200 ITEMS—LOOK WHAT’S NEW!

To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL

CLUB SALE

$6999 Reg. $79.99

CLUB SALE

$118999 Reg. $1324.99

Home is Where You  
Park It, Recliner
All-weather, fade-resistant  
Oxford fabric on a durable  
steel frame. Ergonomic  
poly armrests.  
Navy #72910     Tan #72909  
° $17 $9 | 

250 lb. 
capacity

Seat is 
171⁄2"W

VISIT US TODAY! Sale Prices Expire 
May 4, 2014

CLUB SALE

$ 5999 
Reg. $79.99

Khaki Cuddler Pet Bed #74205 
Thickly padded sides and back.  
Polyester fiber fill. Machine washable.  
Ship Wt. 2 lbs.

C- 30 
M - 30
Y - 20
K - 100

R - 11
G - 2
B - 10

4C Black

C- 0 
M - 0
Y - 0
K - 100

R - 0
G - 0
B - 0

Black

C - 100
M - 66
Y - 0
K - 2

R - 0
G - 92
B - 169

PMS 286

R - 0
G - 150
B - 214

C - 85
M - 24
Y - 0
K - 0

PMS 2925

R - 235
G - 0
B - 45

C - 0
M - 100
Y - 92
K - 0

PMS 185

R - 237
G - 128
B - 36

C - 0
M - 100
Y - 100
K - 0

4C GS Red

2 Color – Black & PMS 185 1 Color – Black

4 – Color 3 Color - Black, PMS 185, PMS 286

PMS Branding Colors ( CMYK and RGB Breaks)

Gradients

Fonts - Agenda

Agenda Regular Agenda SemiBold Agenda Bold

Light Red
C - 0
M - 100
Y - 100
K - 0

Dark Red
C - 15
M - 100
Y - 90
K - 29

Light Blue
C - 85
M - 24
Y - 0
K - 0

Dark Blue
C - 100
M - 66
Y - 0
K - 2

Pet Booster Seat

Perfect for Dogs & Cats up to 20lbs!
Measures 13" x 10.25" x 8" Manufactured & Marketed by: Unique Petz, Inc. NY, NY 10018

www.uniquepetz.com • Contact Us At: cs@uniquepetz.com

www.USADogWorks.com www.USADogWorks.com

Pet Booster Seat

13"
Tall

10.25"
Wide

13"
Wide

• Perfect for Dogs & Cats up to 20lbs.
• Adjustable Straps and Safety Strap Attached
• Installs Quickly & Easily in All Model Cars
• Zippered Front Compartment Holds
   Pet Treats, Leash, Toys and More!
• Measures 13" x 10.25" x 8" Wide

Front Zip Compartment Holds
Pet Treats, Leash, Toys & More!

Removable Faux 
Sheepskin Lining!
(Machine Wash) 

Seat Strap &
Safety Leash

Pet Booster Seat
Perfect for D

ogs &
 C

ats up to 20lbs!

Pet Booster Seat
Perfect for Dogs & Cats up to 20lbs!

Pet Booster Seat
Perfect for D

ogs &
 C

ats up to 20lbs!

(35.56 cm)14”

1.875”

1.875”
0.6132”

1.9163”

 (4.867402 cm
)1.9163”

(27.305 cm
) 10.75”

(27.305 cm
) 10.75”

(2.2225 cm
) 0.875”

(4.558284 cm) 1.7946” 

1.7946” 

UPC HERE
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PLACE TRANSPARENT ROUND ADHESIVE TAPE
CONTACT HERE TO SEAL PACKAGING

PLACE TRANSPARENT ROUND ADHESIVE TAPE
CONTACT HERE TO SEAL PACKAGING

PET BOOSTER SEAT  #UPPP-____
36 CM x 27 CM x 5 CM 
Paper Board/Corrugated Board
4 Color Process
SEMI GLOSS FINISH ON PACKAGING

CYAN (C) MAGENTA (M) YELLOW (Y) BLACK (K)

DIE CUT DIE SCOREDIE GUIDES

NEWCOLLECTION!

Folding Pet Gate #74414 
Three-section gate. Folds for storage  
under bed. | Ship Wt. 8 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$ 2999

 Reg. $34.99

CLUB SALE
$899

 Reg. $9.99

21"L x 17"W x 7"H

For pets up 
to 25 lbs.

51"W x 23"H extended

UV-stabilized to prevent fading 
and resist mold and mildew!

Uses 20% less water 
than most brands

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

PLUS
$39 INSTALL

$135
OFF

NEW!
Holding Tank Treatments 
that are Easy to Use & Safe 
for the Environment

Dometic® Premium Holding Tank Treatments 
Offers the most powerful, longest-lasting control of tank odors without 
formaldehyde. Additives break down waste and help tanks rinse cleaner 
during pump-out. All-season use—won’t break down in hot conditions. 
Concentrated—only 4 oz. liquid or one drop-in packet treats a 40 gallon 
blackwater waste tank.
Tip & Measure Liquid, 32 oz. #74366   
Club SALE $10.59 Reg. $11.99 | Ship Wt. 3 lbs.
Drop-In Packet, 12-pack #74356  Club SALE $11.59 Reg. $13.49 | Ship Wt. 1 lb.

Dometic® 3 ‘N 1 Bowl Cleaner & Tank Treatment, 24-pack #74369 
Combines air freshener, bowl cleaner and tank treatment all in one easy 
to use drop-in packet. Lavender scent. One 1.5 oz. packet treats a 40 
gallon tank. | Ship Wt. 3 lbs.
12-pack #74368 (not shown)  Club SALE $11.29 Reg. $13.29 | Ship Wt. 1 lb.

CLUB SALE

$ 2199  
Reg. $24.99

A

B

C

B

Dometic® 3 ‘N 1 Bowl Cleaner & Tank Treatment, 24-pack #74369

C

A
Stainless Steel Grills
Hybrid Grill #69354 
Works on propane or 110-volts AC.  
26"L x 18"W x 7"H.  
Club SALE $279.99 Reg. $329.99  
° $17 $9 | 
Electric Grill #69356 
Operates on 110-volts AC. Adjustable temperature control; cooking surface can reach up 
to 700°F. 22"L x 101⁄2"W x 8"H. Club SALE $183.99 Reg. $224.99 | ° $13 $9 | 

A

B

A
B

160" sq. in.  
cooking area

150" sq. in.  
cooking area

Folds to 7"H

EXCLUSIVE 
DESIGN!

Removable 
pillow with retro 

RV Design

Club Chair, Blue #74235  
Cushy padded chair is covered in 
600-denier polyester for use indoors or 
out. Heavy-duty tubular steel frame.  
° $20 $9 | 

225 lb. 
capacity

CLUB SALE

$ 5299 Reg. $58.89

NEW
COLOR! Seat is 

331⁄2"W

Pathway X1 Portable Satellite System  
The smallest portable satellite antenna only 14.3" dia. x 13.5"H and weighs only 
10 lbs. Fully automatic—just select your state and the Pathway X1 automatically 
finds DISH® satellites. Watch programs on up to two TVs (two receivers 
required). Compatible with DISH® Pay-As-You-Go ViP® 211z Receiver #73912 for 
SD and HD programming (receiver and programming package sold separately).
White #74562 Black (not shown) #75143  
Club SALE $499 Reg. $549 | Ship Wt. 14 lbs.

DISH® ViP® 211z HD 
Satellite Receiver #73912

PORTABLE

161⁄2"H x 173⁄4"W x 12"D161⁄1⁄1 2⁄2⁄ "H x 173"H x 173"H x 17⁄3⁄3 4⁄4⁄"W x 12"D

B

13"H x 173⁄4"W x 12"D

A

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

UP
TO  

$50
OFF
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BERS SAVE

 25%

OFF

A

Dometic® Tropicool Portable Coolers/Warmers 
Thermoelectric cooler/warmers keep foods at the preferred temperature, 
cooling without ice and operating on 12- or 24-volt DC, with a convenient 
adapter to 120-volt AC for use at home or on the go. All cool from 32°F to 
60°F and heat from 118°F to 150°F.   
15 Quart #75218 
Club SALE $249.99 Reg. $284.99 
Ship Wt. 17 lbs. | 

21 Quart #75219 
Club SALE $299.99 Reg. $339.99  
Ship Wt. 19 lbs. | 

B

UV-stabilized to prevent fading 

EXCLUSIVE 
DESIGN!

Brown/Tan

Blue/Light Blue

Emerald Green /
Light Emerald Green

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com    Product Protection Plan available
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TOY HAULERS
WITH PIZAZZ

by Bob Ashley

In the early 2000s, as towables with 
rear “garages” were becoming 
popular on the West Coast among 

those who enjoyed cavorting with 
motorized playthings in sand dunes, 
so-called toy haulers were utilitarian.

They’d have a rear ramp, and as 
often as not, were designed to carry 
sand rails and dirt bikes, with open 
space that extended well into the living 
area. Typically, they would have vinyl 
seating, rudimentary dining setups and 
sparse sleeping arrangements.

When done playing with sand 
buggies, motorcycles or four-wheelers, 
cleanup could be accomplished with a 
garden hose. 

Oh, how things have changed.

The latest crop of specialty fi fth-wheels takes 
the “roughing it” out of the RV experience for 
motorized vehicle enthusiasts
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Dutchmen Voltage »

Dutchmen 574-537-0600, www.dutchmen-rv.com

  To haul toys or not to haul toys. That is the 
question for owners of Dutchmen’s upscale 
Voltage toy hauler series.

“About a third of our customers don’t even 
have ‘toys,’” said Nate Goldenberg, Voltage 
general manager. “There has been a shift in the market to 
older couples and families who want the convenience of 
having a garage for whatever reason, but also want a separate 
living area that’s more like their home.”

Indeed, Dutchmen offers a wide variety of Voltage layouts 
among its 15 8¹⁄2-foot-wide fl oorplans that range in length from 
35 to 44 feet and include island kitchens, electric fi re places, 
residential sofas, quartz countertops and hardwood cabinets.

“It’s nice enough so that they don’t feel if they are getting a 
toy hauler — like they are taking a step down,” Goldenberg said.

general manager. “There has been a shift in the market to 
With up to 160 gallons of onboard water, 70 gallons of fuel 

and an optional generator, Voltage owners can even “go off 
the grid” for days if they care to.

Garages range from 10 to 18 feet long, and with MSRPs 
that start at $55,000, Voltage garage options include carpeted 
fl oors, Happijac electric drop-down beds, rollover sofas and a 
2,000-pound winch with storage box.

While toy haulers of that variety 
remain popular in some quarters, new 
upscale toy haulers with a decidedly 
residential feel have emerged. The 
garage is still an important element, but 
these RVs now have high-end amenities 
that have become standard, such as 
leather furniture, solid-surface counter-
tops, fl atscreen TVs, hardwood cabinets 
and other swanky appointments.

In other words, they feel like a nice 
home.

“People today don’t want their toy 
hauler to be as edgy as it once might 
have been,” said Marlene Snyder, vice 
president of sales and marketing for 
KZRV, which builds the Inferno fi fth-
wheel toy hauler.

In particular, high-end fi fth-wheel 
toy haulers, while offering amenities 
you might fi nd at home, continue to 
provide the versatility that comes 
with having a garage. You can use it 
for storage space, an extra entertain-
ment area, or even as a place to enjoy 
hobbies or run a mobile business. The 
uses of today’s upscale fi fth-wheel toy 
haulers are almost endless.

“I use the word ‘versatility’ a lot 
because the garage can be anything 
— an extra bedroom, a den, a shop,” 
said Jim Rzepka, product manager for 
Keystone RV’s best-selling Raptor fi fth-
wheel toy hauler.

Marc Hauser, general manager of 
Grand Design RV, which has introduced 
the all-new Momentum fi fth-wheel toy 
hauler, agrees. “It’s not just a box with 
four walls and a rear door that you can 
rinse out with a hose.”

Here’s a look at 10 higher-end fi fth-
wheel toy haulers for 2014.
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  This toy hauler with a tough name 
actually has a soft side, with a lot of 
features that are uncommon even 
in luxury fi fth-wheels. Designed to 
appeal to the chef in the family, the 
new 43-foot Forest River Vengeance 
features a striking kitchen with the 
stove situated in an Italianesque alcove and an L-shaped solid-surface countertop 
with pop-up electrical outlets.

An extension to the existing Forest River’s Vengeance series, the Touring 
Edition, with MSRPs from $69,900 to $79,900, is available in four to six fl oorplans 
ranging from 37 to 43 feet. Each offers some variation of the innovative kitchen.

The laminated fi berglass 43-foot triple-slideout fl oorplan that debuted last 
December features a sleeping loft above the 12-foot garage that has a dedicated 
furnace, two convertible sofas and a drop-down queen bed. With a sliding glass 
door between the garage and the living area, which features a standard fi replace, 
high-end furniture and LED lighting throughout, the Vengeance Touring Edition 

feels more residential than earlier generations of 
toy haulers. “That was our intent,” said Sean Ryan, 
Vengeance national sales manager. “We wanted to 
build a unit that, when you walk into the main entry 
door, you don’t feel like you’re walking into a toy 
hauler. We wanted to take the edge out.”

  The wide-body Momentum toy 
hauler from Grand Design RV is built 
on a drop frame to provide additional 
basement storage, while at the same 
time offering 12-foot garages in each 
of its three triple-slide fl oorplans — 
two 42-footers and one 39-foot. “Toy 
haulers no longer are a niche,” said Marc Hauser, Grand Design general manager. 
“They’ve become a mainstream product because they have so much fl exible space.”

Borrowing some design features from its traditional Solitude fi fth-wheel series, 
Grand Design has worked to make its 8-foot-5-inch-wide toy hauler offerings as 
versatile as possible, with the 42-foot Momentum 385 featuring a second bathroom 
in the garage along with a home theater system, refrigerator, game table and an 
optional dedicated air conditioner.

Each of the three current fl oorplans — and another 32-foot layout coming later 
this year — features a loft sleeping area over the garage.

In the living area, the Momentum has custom-embroidered chairs, solid-
surface countertops, stainless-steel sinks, 
solid cherry cabinet doors with hidden hinges, 
entertainment system with Bluetooth, oversize 
ovens, vessel bathroom sinks, LED puck lighting 
throughout and front walk-in closets that are 
prepped for a washer/dryer. MSRP: $100,000.

Forest River Vengeance »

Grand Design Momentum »

Forest River RV www.forestriverinc.com/rv

Grand Design RV 574-825-8000, www.granddesignrv.com
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www.pullrite.com

American 
Made

Strength

Standard Fifth 
Wheel

Automatic Slide
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Toy Haulers With Pizazz

Keystone Raptor »

Keystone RV Co. 866-425-4369, www.keystonerv.com

  Among the fi rst high-end toy haulers to be 
introduced, the Keystone Raptor has undergone a 
lot of changes since its 2003 debut. “It’s become 
much more residential over the years,” said Jim 
Rzepka, Raptor product manager. “Everything 
has high-end appeal to it. Until an individual sees a ramp door 
in the rear, they might not even know it is a toy hauler.”

That means full-body paint is available these days — it 
wasn’t in the early 2000s — and the Raptor now is equipped 
standard with such amenities as residential refrigerators, 
three-burner ranges with stoves, Corian countertops and 
sink/range covers, maple raised-panel cabinet doors, king 
beds, three HD TVs, theater seating and fi replaces. One 
fl oorplan — the 415TS — even has his-and-hers sinks in the 
upper-deck master bedroom.

has high-end appeal to it. Until an individual sees a ramp door 
Raptor, with a $60,000 base MSRP, features several 

bath-and-a-half fl oorplans and all have twin-bed lofts above 
the garage with access from inside the living area. Garages 
typically are equipped with opposing convertible electric 
sofas and drop-down electric beds. Options include a 5kW 
generator, dual-pane windows, and a rear patio system with 
rail and awning.

Jayco Seismic  »

Jayco 800-RV-JAYCO, www.jayco.com

  Tall slideouts and curved interior walls make 
the 8-foot-5-inch-wide Seismic fi fth-wheel toy 
hauler from Jayco feel larger than it actually is. 
Available in six fl oorplans ranging from 37 to 44 
feet with garages ranging from 10- to 14-feet 
deep, the Seismic can sleep between eight and 11 people 
when optioned out.

“In terms of appointments, they all are high-end as a tra-
ditional fi fth-wheel but they have the garage as a bonus,” said 
Kevin Combs, Jayco toy hauler product development manager. 

Seismic’s fl exible garages include standard opposing 
convertible sofas and electric beds that lift to the ceiling when 
not being used. “They are more of a patio or bunk room than 
they are a garage,” Combs said. Some models include island 
kitchens/bar areas with striking long-stem pendant lights.

deep, the Seismic can sleep between eight and 11 people 
High-end standard features include hand-held remotes 

that control awnings, slideouts, electric-powered jacks and 
patio lighting; generators, LED recessed lights, toe-kick 
recessed illumination, solid-surface countertops, stainless-
steel sinks, 8-cubic-foot double-door refrigerators with 
high-gloss black inserts, residential-style cabinets and 
queen-size pillow-top mattresses. Base MSRP: $69,857.

Heartland Torque  »

Heartland 877-262-8032, www.heartlandrvs.com

  Given the design parameters of the tradi-
tional toy hauler, with its rear garage and front 
living quarters, coming up with new ideas can be 
diffi cult. Yet Heartland RV raised a few eyebrows 
when it introduced its Torque 270HG fl oorplan, 
which turns the whole segment upside down, or at least 
backward. 

The full-profi le 8¹⁄2-foot wide-body 30-footer, one of 
seven 30-to-43-foot fi fth-wheels in the Torque series, has 
extra-large pass-through storage. The Torque series utilizes 
a fl at fl oor that extends from the front cabover living room to 
a combination rear bedroom and garage area the company 
calls “Hidden Garage Technology.” The drop-down queen 
bedroom has its own side walls and carpeted fl oor and 
actually drops down on rails into the 10-foot garage to create 

additional sleeping space. 
Standard with tan fi berglass-on-aluminum side walls, the 

entire Torque lineup is equipped with Lauren Ashley furniture, 
stainless-steel appliances, Beaufl or plank fl ooring, solid-
surface countertops, heated-and-enclosed underbellies, and 
sleeps seven people.

The Torque 270HG retails in the mid-$40,000 range.

which turns the whole segment upside down, or at least 
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  A loft over the garage to provide 
additional sleeping room or added 
storage is standard in KZRV’s Inferno 
fi fth-wheel toy hauler series, available 
for 2014 in lengths ranging from 35 to 
44 feet with garages between 10- and 
12-feet deep.

Crisp exterior graphics and a 
layered fi berglass front cap give the 
Inferno a distinctive look while being 
equipped to make RVers feel right at 
home. “With the Inferno, we purposely 
kept the more residential look rather 
than the ‘motorhead-guy’ look,’’ said 
Marlene Snyder, vice president of sales 
and marketing.

That means the Inferno is equipped 
with residential-style furniture that 
includes a sleeper sofa, a large glass- 
door shower, three-burner range, 
6-cubic-foot fridge, glazed overhead 
cabinet doors, Corian countertops and a 
Sony entertainment center. An optional 
Excursion Edition Package adds diamond 
plate on the side walls, dual electric beds 
in the garage, outside entertainment 
centers and rear screen walls.

Elsewhere, standard features 
include a 110-gallon freshwater tank, a 
12-gallon DSI water heater, 15,000-Btu 
air conditioner, a Sony Xplod stereo 
system with DVD player and Dexter Nev-
R-Adjust axles. Options include a 5.5kW 
gas generator and a porch package. 
Base MSRP: $45,500

KZRV 866-472-5460, www.kz-rv.com

KZ Inferno »
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SpaceCraft »

SpaceCraft Mfg. 888-463-7520, www.spacecraftmfg.com

  If you want a toy hauler and have something 
special in mind, SpaceCraft Manufacturing will 
likely to be able to build it for you.

The high-end custom manufacturer can 
build fi fth-wheels in lengths from 26 to 53 feet, 
and has 50 fl oorplan templates from which to choose. Those 
include 5-foot-deep side-entry garages that don’t take up a lot 
of room but are suited for storing motorcycles and small toys.

And they’ll go big, as well as small. “Last year, we built a 
53-footer for a semi that was a stacker that had two levels,” 
Marsha Trautman, president, said. “It carried a car and two 
motorcycles.”

As might be expected from a custom builder, SpaceCraft 
uses solid oak in its cabinet faces and raised panel doors 
throughout, and residential hide-a-bed sofas and recliners in 

and has 50 fl oorplan templates from which to choose. Those 
the living room, stainless-steel double kitchen sinks, deluxe 
three-burner ranges, Dometic 10-cubic-foot refrigerators, 
front and rear stabilizer jacks and two 31,000-Btu furnaces.

Because of the custom nature of SpaceCraft toy haulers, 
MSRPs vary, but a 40-foot-6-inch fl oorplan with 13-foot 
opposing living room slides, two 6-foot bedroom slides and a 
10-foot garage starts at $107,776. q

Prime Time Spartan »

Prime Time Mfg. 574-862-1025, www.primetimerv.com

  You know the luxury toy hauler market is 
red-hot when a successful RV manufacturer 
launches a new toy hauler division just to keep 
up with demand. Already a popular manufacturer 
of travel trailers and fi fth-wheels, Forest River’s 
Prime Time Manufacturing division recently jumped into the 
fray with the Spartan. 

“Four fl oorplans are on paper right now, and we’ll 
probably add a fi fth one to the lineup,” said Brian Weaver, 
product manager.

First out of the box is a 38-footer, with plans to go as 
big as 44 feet. With starting MSRPs of around $70,000, the 
Spartan includes a host of amenities that include a colored 
fi berglass exterior, six-point leveling and E-Z Flex suspension, 
pass-through storage, Lane furniture, Denver mattresses, 

Prime Time Manufacturing division recently jumped into the 
solid-surface countertops, glazed cherry hardwood cabinet 
doors and drawers, dual awnings, rear patio railings and 
generator.

“Before building this product we dissected the market 
and saw that 99 percent of dealers and customers ordered 
toy haulers a certain way, so we made just about everything 
standard,” said Weaver.

New Horizons Majestic »

New Horizons 800-235-3140, www.horizonsrv.com

  Garages on the custom-built Majestic 
wide-body fi fth-wheel from New Horizons RV are 
design options. “You tell us the size of garage 
you need and we’ll build it for you,” said Cole 
Brokenicky, design specialist for the family 
owned Junction City, Kansas, builder.

The 8-foot-5-inch-wide Majestic, available in lengths from 
28 to 48 feet, is built on New Horizon’s own tubular-steel 
chassis with a cargo capacity of 5,000 pounds to facilitate full- 
time RVing, and includes heated-and-enclosed underbellies.

“We do have a set of standard fl oorplans, but if those 
don’t fi t their needs we can start from scratch and design 
something the way they want it within some of our design 
standards,” Brokenicky said.

A 43-foot triple-slide with a 10-foot garage, for instance, 

retails for a little more than $186,000.
Available features include full-body paint, dual-pane 

frameless windows, LED lighting, vessel bathroom sinks, 
Corian countertops, breakfast bars built into island kitchens, 
Bigfoot automatic leveling systems, shaker-style solid wood 
cabinet doors, 50-inch LCD TVs on hinged storage doors, 
La-Z-Boy recliners and hand-scraped hickory fl oors.

Toy Haulers With Pizazz
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Fit for Prime Time

RVing with the entire clan in 
tow can be a challenge when 
it comes to making everybody 

happy. The campsites may be gor-
geous, the meals delicious and the 
family and friend time fulfi lling, but 
inevitably there is always the down 
time when it’s up to Mom and Dad 
(or Grandma and Grandpa) to provide 
entertainment for everybody on board. 
Let’s face it; times being what they 
are, “Go outside and explore or play 
with a stick” doesn’t always seem to 
cut it for the generation of handheld 
gaming, smart phones and residential 
home-theater systems. That’s when a 
trailer like the Prime Time Lacrosse 
truly shines, with fl oorplans designed 
to offer something for everyone, even 
if it’s merely providing a “private” 
place for adventurers old and young.

The Lacrosse 318BHS offers no 
less than three distinct zones inside, 
and one out — and that’s not even 
counting the surrounding campsite 
and/or recreational opportunities.

The front door of the dual-entry 
Lacrosse opens to the living area, with 
a not-too-impressive side view of the 
pillared entertainment center. Take a 
few steps into zone number one, how-
ever, and prepare to be impressed, as 
the enormous Max Slide Room in the 
living room, coupled with the 82-inch 
ceiling height, make for an incredibly 
open feeling. This confi guration allows 
for a large 87-inch U-shape dinette, 
which boasts not one, but two, deep 
12-by-19-inch drawers for storing pots 
and pans. And, claims Prime Time, 
the Max Slide Room offers owners 40 
more cubic feet of living space than a 
traditional slide. The slide also houses 
the comfortable Lane residential sofa 
bed, which, as its description implies, 
is far more comfortable than most RV 
sleepers we have encountered.

Both seating areas offer a nice 
viewing area for the 32-inch LED TV, 
which is also enhanced by the req-
uisite AM/FM/CD/DVD/MP3 stereo 
system. As part of the Touring Edition 
4.0 Package (a so-called “mandatory 
option,” or in other words, a standard 

article by Kristopher Bunker  photos by John Kustron
WALK-THROUGH: PRIME TIME LACROSSE 318BHS

New Lacrosse Luxury Lite 318BHS travel 
trailer is designed for a variety of audiences

feature, $1,450), owners also get an 
electric fi replace below the TV, which 
further helps transform the tradi-
tional living area into a cozier “den” 
like hideaway.

The galley area also benefi ts from 
the Max Slide Room, as the traffi c 
fl ow through the heart of the 318BHS 
allows plenty of room for meal prep 
and cooking. The hardwood cherry 
cabinet doors and solid-surface 
countertops lend a high-end feeling, 
while the 8-cubic-foot refrigerator 
and oversized pantry and spice rack 
are nice features. There’s also ample 
overhead and under-sink storage to 
swallow whatever doesn’t fi t in that 
cavernous pantry.

The lav in the Lacrosse truly fi ts 
the trailer, in that the Tough Guard 
vinyl fl ooring, large sink and tub/36-
inch shower combo are all clearly 
intended for a tribe including little 
ones. And for the not-so-little ones, a 
skylight above the shower offers head-
room for RVers up to 6 feet 4 inches 
tall, while a high-rise porcelain toilet
offers residential comfort for all.

feature, $1,450), owners also get an 

The Lacrosse’s full-featured outdoor kitchen rivals many trailers’ interior kitchens and truly allows owners 
to take the party outside in style. (Top) What the master bedroom lacks in frills it makes up for in privacy.
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(Above from left) With the Max Slide Room deployed, the interior of the trailer feels wide open and breezy. The outdoor kitchen is enhanced by 
the bumper-mount grill hookups, meaning campsite cooks can orchestrate barbecue entreés and gourmet sides in one cooking area. The Max 
Slide Room contains the large U-shape dinette and comfortable sofa, both of which are great locations for viewing the 32-inch LED TV, plus the 
dinette houses dual 12-by-19-inch pots-and-pans drawers for super-handy storage.

73¹⁄2-inch trifold sofa, which easily 
converts into a sleeping space for two 
or three. Above this sleeper is another 
bunk, while still another bunk unit lies 
across the aisle — all of which are cor-
doned off from the main trailer. A built-
in bunk ladder makes bedding down a 
breeze, and the quilted bunk pads make 
sleeping through the night hassle-free 
for even the lightest-sleeping tots. Oh, 
and did we mention the super-cool 
“treasure chest” in the fl oor, perfect for 
keeping the area neat and tidy by stor-
ing toys while not in use? We truly had 
a blast with this little bit of fl air that en-
chanted our test group of kids ranging 
in age from 2 to 10.

The trailer-design fun continues 
outside, as Prime Time delivers on its 
exterior kitchen compartment. And, 
this is no run-of-the mill sink and ice 
box; there’s full power, running water, a 
small fridge and even a two-burner LP-
gas stove, all centered around a solid-
surface countertop with an absolutely 

The master bedroom area is rather 
Spartan, with a Select Foam queen 
mattress with underbed storage, dual 
shirt closets and dual windows, along 
with an overhead cabinet (featuring 
attractive etched glass in the doors) 
and an in-wall shelf unit highlighting 
zone number two. What changes these 
modest quarters into a regal retreat, 
however, is the use of pocket sliders on 
either side of the entertainment center 
rather than the traditional accordion 
door. Though it may not seem like 
much at fi rst, this simple trick lends it-
self to a level of privacy not often found 
in a trailer that houses a bunk area 
(we’ll get to that in a moment), and that 
small nod to the grown-ups may offer
a modicum of peace when the crowd 
gets unruly.

And now, the star of the Lacrosse, 
and zone number three: the rear bunk 
area, complete with a mammoth 70-by-

Prime Time Manufacturing, 574-862-1025, www.primetimerv.com 
Circle 136 on Reader Service Card.

Exterior Length 35’ 7”

Exterior Width 8’

Interior Height 6’ 10” 

Exterior Height 11’ 5” 

Freshwater Cap. 48 gal.

Black-/Gray-water Cap. 30 gal./60 gal.

LP-gas Cap. 14 gal.

UVW 7,948 lbs.

Hitch Weight 840 lbs.

GVWR 9,640  lbs.

MSRP, base $33,640

QUICK INFO

gorgeous stone veneer backdrop. Now, 
this is how you tailgate!

In addition to the aforementioned 
mandatory Towing Edition 4.0 Package 
that also includes a high-gloss fi ber-
glass exterior, electric A-frame jack 
and LED interior lighting, buyers must 
also “opt” for the mandatory Advantage 
Package ($4,350), featuring aluminum 
wheels, a universal docking center, an 
electric awning and electric stab jacks 
(to name but a few add-ons). The La-
crosse is also outfi tted with the Ther-
mal Package Plus, netting heated and 
enclosed under bellies, heated holding 
tanks and heated and enclosed dump 
valves. Regardless of your defi nition of 
“options,” these features are wonder-
ful add-ons to an already competent 
trailer package.

With three distinct “activity zones” 
inside and one out, we have found it dif-
fi cult to overlook the Lacrosse 318BHS 
when it comes to shopping for a family 
trailer. We think you will, too. q

HIDE-A-BED

QUEEN BED

O
VER

H
EA

D

EN
TER

TA
IN

M
EN

T

OVERHEAD
87” U-SHAPE DINETTE

SHIRT CLOSET

SHIRT CLOSET

OVERHEAD

DINETTE 
TABLE

FRIDGE

PA
NT

RY

TUB
FRIDGE

OVERHEAD

OUTDOOR 
KITCHEN

BUNK ABOVE

BUNK ABOVE

SLEEP &  PLAY

TOY 
BOX

WARD

April 2014  TRAILER LIFE  47

TL1404 walkthrough - Lacrosse.indd   2/10/14   4:31 PM   - 47 -    (Cyan)TL1404 walkthrough - Lacrosse.indd   2/10/14   4:31 PM   - 47 -    (Magenta)TL1404 walkthrough - Lacrosse.indd   2/10/14   4:31 PM   - 47 -    (Yellow)TL1404 walkthrough - Lacrosse.indd   2/10/14   4:31 PM   - 47 -    (BlacK)



by Kristopher Bunker

In recent years, the “green” movement 
has come on strong in the RVing 
industry. It only makes sense that a 
lifestyle that promotes communing 

with nature should advocate preserving 
the same. But going green can be 
achieved in many more ways than 
buying a fancy new trailer built only with 
composite materials. It also means 
making a change to more durable, 
longer-lasting appointments and tech-
nologies — and the easiest way to do 
this is by swapping out as many of the 
traditional incandescent/fl uorescent/
halogen bulbs in your RV as possible 
with LEDs. And if saving the Earth isn’t 
your thing (Tsk, tsk, tsk!), how about this: 
LEDs can last as much as up to 10-15 
times as long as other bulb technolo-
gies (depending on conditions and bulb 
type) and they use less energy, which 
nets more savings in the long run. Now 

that we have your attention, we should 
discuss the differences between LEDs 
and traditional lights and fi xtures.

Traditional light bulbs generate light 
by passing current through a fi lament, 
which in turn heats the fi lament to a 
temperature resulting in a glowing, 
visible light. (Halogen lamps work in 
much the same way, but have a bit 
of the halogen gas added to cause a 
chemical reaction with the fi lament 
for improved brightness.) Fluorescent 
bulbs function by passing current 
through a mercury vapor, which emits 
ultraviolet light that is absorbed by a 
phosphor coating inside the bulb. LEDs, 
or light-emitting diodes, aren’t bulbs 
at all; an LED is actually a dual-lead 
semiconductor that emits light when 
current is applied. In layman’s terms, 
that means LEDs are far more effi cient 
than their dated counterparts. 

“Typical halogen lights that are used 
in the RV industry are either 10 or 20 
watts,” said Mike Camarota, president 
of ITC RV, a company that offers interior 
lighting products for the RV industry. “In 
contrast, the LED equivalent lights are 4 
or 6 watts. This reduction on energy con-
sumption of 70 percent means less draw 
on the power circuit of the RV. A fi fth-
wheel may have 20 lights in a ceiling, 
which would equate to 400 watts using 
halogen lighting but is reduced to 120 
watts using LED lighting. In dry-camping 
situations the battery will last longer.” 
But the benefi ts of LED technology 
go beyond power consumption. Ever 
notice how hot the interior of your 
trailer gets when all the lights are on? 
“Lights produce heat,” said Camarota. 
“The process of converting energy into 
light involves two byproducts, heat and 
light. The difference between LED lights 

Get the LED Out
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Replacing traditional bulbs with new technology 
leads to improved effi ciency and longer light life

Optronics RVILL39 Starlights Brilliant Light Modular Series 
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and non-LED lights is not that LED 
lights produce no heat but instead that 
they use less energy to produce light. 
In that conversion process, a greater 
percentage of energy goes into light 
emission than heat emission.” The 
additional heat from a non-LED light 
source can mean extra cooling costs. 
Costs continue to escalate when you 
factor in replacement bulbs. And who 
among us enjoys changing light bulbs 
every few months (or storing them in 
your already precious cargo space, for 
that matter)?

Buyers must also be wary of false 
claims from bulb manufacturers. “The 
‘fake’ part about ratings on incandes-
cents is that the manufacturers have 
historically rated them in watts, which 
only tells about power consumption, 
not light output,” said Jirah owner Tom 
Long. “[To dispel this], I always use the 
example of my wife’s blow dryer. It has 
all kinds of watts, but not much light! 
That being said, I would estimate the 
standard 1141 (most common bulb on 
the planet) at about 225 lumens.”

LED replacements are available in 
a variety of configurations, from entire 
fixtures to basic rewire kits to straight 
swaps. We’ve gathered a number of 
products to help you go green, and to 
even save some green in the long run. 
Although many of these manufactur-
ers also produce LEDs for tow and/or 
dinghy vehicles — as well as turn, signal 
and brakelights for the RV — we’re 
saving these for another time in the 
interest of space.

Diamond Group
5 When you think RV lighting, your first 
thoughts are likely the double-pancake 
type lights found on the majority of RVs. 
Diamond has you covered with these 
eco-friendly, energy-saving 12-volt DC 
LED fixtures. The 36-diode daylight 
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white fixtures are surface-mount and 
easy to install, with just two wires. They 
draw a mere .22 amps and produce 350 
lumens of light, and a three-way switch 
provides lighting from either side of the 
unit, or both. A bezel (sold separately) 
is also available to use this unit to cover 
square holes. Camping World price: 
$52.99. Also available in a single-pan-
cake model: $26.24.

Another easy way to upgrade a 
trailer’s standard lighting with eco-
friendly, energy-saving 12-volt DC 
fixtures is the LED Light click-light. 
It features on/off click functionality, 
with no switch required. Nine diodes 
combine for an impressive 80-lumen 
output from a 3-inch light. Camping 
World price: $24.86.

5 For replacing wedge-type lighting, 
Diamond offers a handy six-pack of 
LEDs for one-stop swapping. Each 
unit features 15 daylight white diodes 
capable of a 135-lumen output with a 
.073-amp draw. They are designed to 
replace a variety of bulbs recommended 
for overhead applications. Available at 
Camping World in a six-pack for $89.99.

A quick swap of LED Replacements 
for an old traditional bayonet bulb will 
brighten up an interior in no time. The 
warm-white, 25-diode units produce 
175 lumens with a .13 amp draw. Simple 
installation with big results. Camping 
World price: $24.99

For the RVing bookworm, Diamond 
offers the Replacement LED Direc-
tional Reading Bulb. The bulb features 
a Single High Intensity LED chip for 
replacing No. 1383 standard bulbs. The 
warm-white output reaches 110 lumens 
while remaining cool to the touch. 
Camping World price: $29.99.

Double Pancake Light

Wedge Replacement
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Made in the USA

• Affordably replaces mechanical landing gear 
for easy set-up 

• Engineered like aircraft landing gear for 
exceptional stability

• Electric/manual pump provides power
extend/power-retract dependability

• Use as landing gear or in combination with other
jacks to make a complete leveling system

Exceptional stability. Outstanding value. 
The runway is clear!

For more information go to
www.HWH.com or call 1-800-321-3494

HWH.21841 HalfPg Aircraft JacksFN_1/2 Pg Vert  5/14/12  12:30 PM  Page 1

For a bit of eco-friendly retro chic, 
try a timeless 3-inch LED can light. 
The downward-facing light features 
frosted glass and is a great way to draw 
attention to an intended area. Spring 
mounting means no visible screws, and 
the 15 diodes rated for 100 lumens offer 
just the right amount of accent lighting. 
Camping World price: $26.74
Diamond Group
800-456-4498, www.dg-usa.com 

ITC RV 
Looking for some versatile overhead 
lighting that looks great? ITC offers the 
3-inch (No. 69231) and 4.5-inch (No. 
69240) Radiance Overhead LED lights 
that offer a pleasing warm white light 
output. The units are installed using a 
patented twist lock that holds the glass 
in place for easy removal and replace-
ment, and no visible screws. The 3-inch 
model is offered with six or nine LEDs 

for an output of 110-160 lumens, while 
the 4.5-incher can be had with 12, 15 or 
21 LEDs for respective outputs of 200, 
260 and 340 lumens. MSRP: $17-$25.

5 The Surface-Mount LED Courtesy 
Light (No. 69360ss) is a scant 5/8-inch 
deep for clean installation. The trim 
ring can be cut for a custom look, and in 
addition to the cool white LEDs, buyers 
can special-order blue LEDs for an even 
cooler look. The fixture is watertight, 
and the unit comes in polished stain-
less-steel and brushed stainless-steel 
finishes. MSRP: $18-$20.

The Compass Switched Swivel Un-
dercabinet Light (No. 69410-xx) swivels 
360 degrees for unlimited lighting 
options. The unit features a 50,000-hour 
estimated life and cool-to-the-touch 
operation. The LED can be installed 
using a screw or spring-clip, and it’s 
available in nickel, chrome, truffle, 
black or white finishes, with an output 
of 86 lumens. MSRP: $37-$38.

The LED Exterior Porch Light 
(No. 69767) is capable of emitting 
270 lumens of entry-illuminating, 
RV-key-finding brilliant light. The 
surface-mount design is ideal for patio 
applications, or for use as scare lights. 
The amber illumination is designed to 
reduce bug attraction, while an accent 
reveal allows for up-light functionality. 
Available in chrome, black or white 
finishes. MSRP: $37-$38.

For a simple LED swap, the Wedge 
Base LED Replacement Bulb (No. 
69112b) uses a scant 1.5 watts and offers 
a direct replacement for wedge base 
types 912 and 921 bulbs. With a 50,000-
hour estimated life and an output of 136 
lumens, these LEDs should far outlive 
their three-year warranty. They are 
also dimmable using a compatible low-
voltage LED switch (contact ITC for more 
details). MSRP: $13-$14.

Courtesy Light
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 The Compass Adjustable Reading 
Light (No. 69923S) offers 86 lumens 
of direct light sure to illuminate your 
favorite page-turner. The unit’s fl exible 
arm allows for unlimited light direction, 
and a 50,000-hour estimated life means 
the fi xture will likely outlive the RV it’s 
in! The screw-mount installation and 
attractive transitional styling give the 
light a classy appearance, and it only 
uses 2.17 watts while in operation. 
MSRP: $40-$50.

 For a unique LED accent that can 
also enhance safety, Illumagrip Assist 
Handles offer a step up that’s available 
in straight or formed models. Both 
versions offer 20 inches of leg-up 

assistance rated at more 
than 400 pounds, and 
custom etching is also 
available. Either handle 
can be had with brushed 
or highly polished stain-
less-steel end caps, each 
of which features two 
mounting holes for 
additional sturdiness. The 
optional LEDs feature a 
quick-disconnect pigtail 
for easy replacement (not 
that it will be necessary 
given the life span of the 
LEDs). MSRP: $80-$160.
ITC RV Division, 574-389-
8986, www.itc-us.com

Jirah
The Universal bayonet mount 1510-V64-
R3 is reported to be brighter, stronger 
and smaller than most of the items 
available in today’s RV LED market. 
Emitting 320 lumens of white light and 
built on a 15-volt DC platform, this 
quarter-sized LED upgrade is designed 
to replace standard bayonet-based 
bulbs like the Nos. 1141 and 1156. All 
LEDs feature the latest technologies 
to provide bright, reliable light output. 
“All Jirah products that incorporate 
Surface Mount Diodes (SMD) use the 
5050 three-chip technology that gives 
the most light for the money,” said 
Jirah owner, Tom Long. “They are 
non-polarity sensitive to eliminate 
the problems encountered so often 
with factory wiring.” All diodes face 
outward, meaning no light is wasted 
when mounted in typical ceiling or 
pancake-style fi xtures. Also available 
in a warmer color (1510-V45-R3) and 
wedge mounting base (1530-V64-R3: 
Cool white; 1530-V45-R3: Warm white). 
MSRP: $19.95.

 Puck-light (1240-S45-R3) replace-
ments for the ceiling and under-cabinet 
puck lights use only one-sixth of the 
power and give a brighter, cleaner and 
cooler light than the standard 10-watt 
bulb. This upgrade slips right into the 
existing socket, so no removal or modi-
fi cation of the refl ector is required. The 
contact legs are offset from the PC 
board, making installation as easy as 
changing a regular bulb. Solder joints 
are encased in shock-absorbing epoxy 
to offset the bumps in the road. There is 
a built-in bridge rectifi er that ensures 
that polarity is correct. Output 275 
lumens of warm white. MSRP: $19.95.

If you’re looking to replace old 
fl uorescent tubes, a JC-42-FL LED 

conversion kit is available. With ratings 
of 460 lumens per (18-inch) strip, these 
low-profi le strips broadcast 20 percent 
more light with only a fraction of the 
power usage. Plus, they allow you to 
ditch the ballast, and no mercury is 
required for operation. The low-profi le 
fi t ensures the light is projected at a 
wider angle than most other replace-
ments, giving more light in a larger 
area. Solder joints are encased in 
shock-absorbing epoxy. And they are all 
populated with the 5050 SMD three-chip 
technology. The kit includes everything 
needed to make all the connections 
(tools not included). MSRP: $45/pair.

The fl at-top (1230-S45-S3) replaces 
the 921-style bulbs and fi ts in the 
four-glass clamshell vanity fi xtures 
found on higher-end coaches and 
trailers. The fl at side allows all the 
LEDs to be attractively tucked behind 
the frosted glass of the clamshell. The 
replacement is brighter, cooler and 
lasts longer than the stock bulbs. The 
LEDs feature the 5050 SMD three-chip 
design, non-polarity and have a warm 
white glow. MSRP: $19.95
Jirah, 909-297-1926, jirahled.com

Optronics 
Experience instant LED light by simply 
tapping the lens of the UCL60CSNB 
3-inch diameter surface mount LED 
light. This light is ideal for interior under 
cabinet and slideout applications. The 
sealed, waterproof unit is available in 
black nickel or black fi nishes, and is 
capable of outputting a brightness of 
168 lumens. MSRP: 16.99.

 The Opti-Brite ILL36CB is a surface-
mount LED interior light. The compact 
2.75-by-5.75-inch size allows it to fi t many 
applications, including ceiling mounts. 

Adjustable 
Reading Light

Puck Light
Replacement

Opti-Brite Light

Illumagrip 
Assist Handle
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The unit’s durable polycarbonate con-
struction means it should last for many 
years, while its 3/4-inch thickness yields 
a surprising 227 lumens. MSRP: $11.99.

Another dome-light option is the 
Opti-Brite ILL22CB, a surface-mount 
LED interior light with or without an 
integrated switch. Its 1-inch thickness 
and 2.75-by-5.75-inch dimensions make 
it versatile for use in most vehicles. The 
unit is hard-wired with 6-inch leads, is 
waterproof and has an output of 810 
lumens. MSRP: $17.99.

The ILL70CSB Strip Lights are low-
profile, sealed slimline units designed 
with interior undercabinet and storage 
applications in mind. The lights feature 
a wedge-based mount that projects 
light at a 45-degree angle, and are 
hard-wired with lead and ground wires. 
They are available in a polished-chrome 
or black housing, with or without a 
switch and are capable of an output of 
171 lumens. MSRP: $49.99. 

The LL70CBAWN white LED strip 

light for surface mounting pumps out 
171 lumens of clean light. The strip is 
ideal for above-entry doors, as a scare 
light, a hitching light or a docking light. 
MSRP: $35.99.

5 The RVILL33 and RVILL34 are tradi-
tional interior pancake-style single and 
dual fixtures with an integrated switch. 
The single fixture features 11 LEDs (the 
dual-fixture, 22) that reduce energy re-
quirements and heat output compared 
to the incandescent and/or halogen 
bulbs they replace. The single fixture is 
rated at 407 lumens, while the dual is 
815 lumens. MSRP: $6.99/$13.49

The RVILL39 is an Aero Style Interior 
Light with style. The surface-mount 
ceiling light features a push-button 
switch and a replaceable white snap-on 
bezel, and an 18-gauge 6-inch lead 
and ground wire. Its oval shape and 
230-lumen output make it ideal for many 
interior applications. MSRP: $20.49. 
Optronics 
800-364-5483, www.optronicsinc.com

Starlights 
5 For RV applications, the popular 
Brilliant Light series has several 
options. Among the most popular is 
the BL 3002, which is an Interior Single 

RVILL33

Single LED Replacement

Get the LED Out
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DON’T BE FOOLED BY THEIR SIZE. Escape trailers come equipped with a complete 
galley, comfortable seating / sleeping areas and bathroom with interior shower. We 
offer a full line of RV trailers, a 15’, 17’, 19’,19.5’ fifth wheel, AND NOW A NEW 21’ all 
designed specifically for smaller tow vehicles. All of our units are high quality, 100% 
molded fiberglass and come with a full, two year warranty. 

Escape with Us

43851 Industrial Way, Bldg B.  Chilliwack, BC, V2R 4L2
Toll Free 1 855 703 1650 | escapetrailer.com

 Escape trailers come equipped with a complete 

Come See 

Our 

NEW 21’

fixture with a 150-lumen LED bulb; the 
BL 3003 is an Interior Double fixture 
with two 150 lumen LED bulbs ($41.99 
approximate retail). They are modular/
customizable fixtures that allow the 
customer to add any or all modules, 
which include a dimmer dial, night-
light, day/night sensor and motion 
detector. The modules are approxi-
mately $10.99 each retail. MSRP: $26.99 
(BL 3002), $41.99 (BL 3003).

The water-resistant Revolution LED 
(No. 1141-200) offers 200 lumens of 
light ideal for porches or even interiors. 
Revolution units replace single-contact 
bayonet-style lights and fit most RV 
fixtures. The power range is 8-30 
volts DC, and just 2.5 watts will run 
this LED, which Starlights claims will 
last 100 times longer than a standard 
bulb. Camping World price: $20.99. 
Also available in a 250-lumen version 
($29.50) for brighter applications.

Enjoy the benefits of a bulb-type 
fixture with all the advantages of LED 

lighting with the Revolution Replace-
ment LED Vanity Bulb (No. 2099-270F). 
The LEDs are placed in a bulb housing 
to produce 270 lumens of soft, natural 
light for an RV’s bathroom vanity fixture.

A direct LED replacement for incan-
descent vanity bulbs, it lasts 200 times 
longer and is 432 percent more energy 
efficient, according to the company. 
Camping World price: $26.99.

5 Keep the campsite and surround-
ing area illuminated with the Smart 
Light 2000 Replacement outside round 
light. Available in white or black, the 
12-volt DC unit features battery and 

motion-sensor capabilities for added 
safety and security. It helps to prevent 
accidental slips, falls and theft by giving 
owners on-demand light wherever it’s 
needed. The Smart Light installs easily 
using the same hole pattern as most 
standard lights. An amber lens kit for 
enhanced pest control is included. It can 
be used with all Starlights Revolution 
series 1141 LEDs. Camping World 
price: $83.99. Also available in a more 
compact 1000 model ($69.99).

For wedge-base applications, 
Starlights offers the Revolution 921-220 
LED replacement bulb. The extremely 
bright polarity-sensitive unit produces 
220 lumens of soft natural light, and 
lasts 100 times longer than the bulb 
it replaces, with a noticeably reduced 
energy consumption of .32 amps. 
Starlights claims these LEDs have a life 
expectancy of 60,000 hours. Camping 
World price: $26.99.
Starlights, 800-883-5444 
www.starlightsinc.com q

Smart Light 2000
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At the start of any travel season, or 
when plans call for racking up many 
miles of pre-planned journeys, one of 
the most important maintenance items 
that should not be neglected is a full 
inspection of the complete driveshaft 
system, in our case on a Ford F-550 4x4, 
but the procedure would be essentially 
the same for any make or model of 
truck, SUV or van.

In case you haven’t crawled under 
your tow vehicle lately, whether it’s 
two- or four-wheel-drive, the driveline 
system is a fairly complicated piece of 
engineering that incorporates U-joints, 
slip joints and, usually, a carrier 
bearing, and if it’s a four-wheel-drive, 
a constant velocity or CV joint, all 

running on a thin layer of grease. All 
of these components work seamlessly 
together to provide the smooth transfer 
of power from the transmission and/or 
transfer case to differentials that in turn 
rotate the axles and wheels. As with 
all mechanical components, they’re 
subject to wear, but since you can’t see 
them, often the fi rst sign of that wear is 
vibration. That vibration is often blamed 
on tires being out of balance. That same 
vibration can create transmission and 
differential problems if not corrected. It 
can also leave you wondering what the 
problem is after the tires are profes-
sionally balanced for the second time. If 
a U-joint or CV joint fails, you will know 
it right away because you’ll be on the 

side of the road.
We visited Ken Imler Diesel Per-

formance in Sacramento, California, 
where its reputation for doing things 
right the fi rst time keeps customers 
coming back. One of the technicians 
quickly removed the front and rear 
driveshafts and sent them over to 
Drive Line Service of Sacramento. 
Periodically, and especially before a 
long adventure, we always take the 
driveshafts to Drive Line Service where 
the technicians meticulously inspect, 
rebuild and balance everything with 
quality Spicer components. A high-
speed, precision Axiline balancing 
machine developed by Drive Line 
Service is used to precisely align and 
balance all components. More than 
100 shops around the country use the 
company’s patented system.

Starting at the front, the splines on 
the stub shaft that slide into the slip 
yoke coming from the front differential 
were inspected. The inspection showed 
signifi cant play in the splines because 

1) These little needle bearings are what connect your vehicle’s engine to the tires on the ground. 2) Time and miles had taken their toll on the stub 
shaft splines. 3) The blue glide coat on the new Spicer shafts extended farther up the splines for reduced wear.

Proper maintenance, long before components are worn out, will keep the wheels turning

article and photos by Gary Wescott

1 2 3

It seems like everything is getting bigger these days. Trailers and fi fth-wheels 
are longer and have more slideouts. Pickup campers and Class C motorhomes 
are heavier. Engines are more powerful. But there is one critical part of the 

drivetrain, gas or diesel, which has not changed much for decades. It’s amazing that 
all that weight being pulled and carried by all that power is essentially being trans-
ferred to the wheels by the driveshaft, U-joints and a spoonful of bearings, any one 
of which you could slip under your fi ngernail.
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turnoverball.com

The hitch may be small, but don’t underestimate its 
importance. This engineered metal can make the 
difference between a comfortable ride and a nail 
biter. That’s why B&W developed a line of hitches 
based on a single goal; creating a smooth, worry-
free ride. Choose the model for your truck today.

 PUCKS. SLIDE. NO RAILS. RAILS.

Welcome to the Family, 

    Companion Slider.

the blue glide coating had worn off. A 
similar wear problem was found on the 
midship stub that mates with the rear 
driveshaft. The worn stub shafts were 
removed with a lathe and new ones 
pressed in, carefully aligned and welded 
in place. Holding a tolerance of 0.003 
of an inch was the goal; ours was held 
to 0.001. It was apparent that the glide 
coat on the new Spicer shafts extended 
farther up the splines for reduced wear.

Moving to the other end of the front 

driveshaft, (four-wheel-drive vehicles), 
attention was directed at the CV joint, a 
critical, but often neglected, component 
whose job is to allow a driveshaft to 
transmit power through a variable 
angle, at a constant rotational speed, 
without an appreciable increase in 
friction or play. After disassembly, there 
were signs that it had over oscillated 
on a really bad bump or dip. A CV kit 
was installed, replacing everything 
but the CV ball and the H-yoke. It was 

important to make sure that all the 
needle bearings were correctly in place 
before putting the caps back on and 
hand turning it to make sure everything 
was rotating smoothly. The reason this 
important joint is often overlooked is 
because it’s sometimes hidden above 
a skid plate. It does have a lube fi tting 
that must be reached with a needle 
attachment on a lube gun. Lube guys in 
maintenance shops often don’t want to 
hassle with it.

4) The process of cutting off the worn driveshaft yokes and stub shafts was accomplished using a lathe. 5) Once the stub shaft was precisely aligned 
in the driveshaft, it was welded in place and rechecked. The goal was to keep a tolerance of .003 of an inch. We got ours down to .001. 6) As with 
other driveline components, rebuilding a CV joint is a job for an experienced technician.Proper maintenance, long before components are worn out, will keep the wheels turning
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Removing the U-joints, we looked 
for uneven surface wear called “end 
galling” or “brinelling.” Brinelling is 
a process of wear in which similar 
marks are pressed into the surface of 
a moving part, such as bearings. The 
very small indentations can quickly lead 
to improper operation, like chattering 
or excess vibration, which in turn can 
accelerate other forms of wear, such 
as spalling and galling. In the case of 
U-joints, brinell marks will often be in 

evenly spaced patterns along the races 
— rows of indented lines caused by the 
needle bearings digging into the surface 
of the caps.

To be safe, all the U-joints were 
replaced with new Spicer sealed units. 
Upon questioning the tech, realizing 
that older U-joints required lubrication 
at specifi ed intervals, we were informed 
that the trend is moving toward a 
“greaseless society.” New technologies 
in seals have promoted this along with 

the demand from the OEMs to provide 
more maintenance-free or extended-life 
products. The result is a stronger U-joint 
because it has not been compromised by 
cross drilling for the Zerk (lube) fi tting. 
These new generation sealed joints are 
said to typically go 100,000 or 200,000 
miles without a problem, even with diesel 
engines that develop higher torque. 

Two of the yokes on the rear shaft 
were showing some wear so those 
were also removed and replaced using 

7) Inside the ball of the CV joint, the small needle bearings must be perfectly in place before reassembling. 8) Maintenance people often 
overlook the lube fi tting on the CV joint. 9) To properly lube the CV joint, a needle attachment on the lube gun is required.

7 8 9

DRIVELINE OVERHAUL
In

si
gh

t 
by

 H
op

ki
ns

, 
C

ir
cl

e 
1

1
9

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d

56  TRAILER LIFE  April 2014   

TL1404 Driveline Overhaul.indd   2/10/14   2:37 PM   - 56 -    (Cyan)TL1404 Driveline Overhaul.indd   2/10/14   2:37 PM   - 56 -    (Magenta)TL1404 Driveline Overhaul.indd   2/10/14   2:37 PM   - 56 -    (Yellow)TL1404 Driveline Overhaul.indd   2/10/14   2:37 PM   - 56 -    (BlacK)



a process similar to that which was 
used on the stub shafts. In a driveshaft 
assembly, a cylindrical cardboard 
insert is often placed within a tubular 
shaft to dampen the noise generated 
during use. In many instances, the 
outer surface of the cardboard insert 
is provided with a solid bead of an 
elastomeric material that extends 
helically along the length of the tube. 
The solid helical bead is provided to 
engage the inner surface of the tube 
with an elastically developed force to 
prevent the damper insert from moving 
relative to the tube in service. As the 
tube transmits power, it can experience 
changes in its shape because of 
torsional and flexural loads. It has been 
found that engagement of the solid 
helical bead with the inner surface of 
the tube causes the insert to change its 
shape inside the driveshaft. As a result 
of this change of shape, the resonant 
frequency of the cardboard insert 
changes also, resulting in an undesir-
able reduction in its ability to dampen 

10, 11) The carrier bearing supports the midship driveshaft where it joins the rear driveshaft 
with its splined stub shaft. It is bolted to a frame cross member. 12) A new dust boot protects the 
midship driveshaft splines where it mates with the rear driveshaft.13) After pressing the new 
yokes into the shafts, the seam is welded and then rechecked for trueness.
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noise and vibration. It also sometimes 
makes proper balancing more diffi cult. 
Consequently, the cardboard inserts 
placed by the factory were removed.

Installing all new U-joints looked 
very simple when done by an experi-
enced technician. The new Spicer joints 
looked impressively bigger and stronger 
than the ones being replaced. Before 
fi nal assembly, the fl anges that bolt to 
the transfer case and the differentials 
were cleaned up for a smooth, tight fi t 
and the “eyes” of the U-joint yokes were 
deburred. High-grade Spicer grease 
was used to prelube the slip tubes.

A new center support carrier 
bearing was pressed onto the splined 
stub shaft on the rear of the midship 
driveshaft making it ready to install on 
a cross member of the truck’s frame. 
The rubber dust boot was also in need 
of replacement.

Moving to the Axiline balancing 
machine, front, midship and rear 
shafts were balanced. The machine 
spins the shafts on a special mount 
that duplicates their function when in a 
vehicle at different speeds. It measures 
small vibrations and runout. Little fl at 
washer-size weights are temporarily 
placed and moved accordingly and later 
welded on to obtain the perfect balance.

The fi nal step was to bring the 
painted and assembled driveshafts 
back to Ken Imler Diesel Performance 
where everything was bolted in place. 
It’s possible to do this yourself, but 
use caution before you start. Several 
uncommon wrenches and sockets may 
be required depending on the vehicle. 
Often, the work is best done by experi-

enced professionals.
In an emergency, with a few simple 

tools, a failed U-joint can be replaced 
on the side of the road. It’s not fun, but 
if one fails anywhere close to nowhere, 
you have three choices: walk, call for 
a tow or fi x it. (On some 4x4s, if a rear 
U-joint fails, the rear driveshaft can be 
removed and the vehicle can be driven 
in front-wheel-drive only to a place 
where repairs can be made.)

A good drivetrain maintenance 
regimen at the prescribed service 
intervals and/or before a major trip can 
prevent unexpected failure that can truly 
leave you stranded. q

Drive Line Service
of Sacramento
800-332-2800
www.dlssac.com
www.drive-lines.com

Ken Imler Diesel Performance 
916-920-3775
www.imlerdiesel.com

Spicer Inc./Dana Corp. 
www.dana.com

14) Any slight out-of-trueness is corrected with a quick blast from a torch. 15) Setting up the high-speed precision Axiline balancing machine 
developed by Drive Line Service of Sacramento is initially done with the experienced hand of the technician. He can feel the slightest vibration. 
16) Small, fl at washer-size weights are temporarily placed and moved to obtain the perfect balance. They are then welded into place.

17) Some of the special sockets and wrenches needed to remove or install driveshafts may not be 
in most toolboxes. Check before you start. 18) The simple U-joint could be the weak link in today’s 
powerful drivetrains. Have you checked yours? 19, 20) The expert mechanics at Ken Imler Diesel 
Performance installed the overhauled driveshafts and kept an eye out for any other problems.

14 15 16

17

19

18

20
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COVERAGE FOR YOUR RV, CARS,
VANS, SUVS & MOTORCYCLE

ONLY $79.95* for 1 YEAR Reg. $114.95

1-866-725-9406
GoodSamRoadside.com

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS INCLUDE:
          • Coverage for your spouse & dependent children at no extra cost
          • Unlimited distance towing to the nearest service center
          • The largest network of heavy-duty tow providers in North America
          • Flat tire service, fuel delivery, and battery jumpstarts
          • RV mobile mechanic service for minor roadside repairs

And much more!

*Introductory rate for Good Sam members who are first time buyers. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing 
in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by A�nity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to 

limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochures, which can be found at goodsamroadside.com/mbbs.  GRA29229 - 0114
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article and photos by Bob Livingston

tringing lights on an awning 
or outside an RV is a tradition 
many owners use to signify 
that everyone’s settled in and 

it’s time to kick back and enjoy the 
campsite. To some it means party time, 
but for all, stringing the old-style rope 
lights is cumbersome — and frustrating 
if a section fails to illuminate. A better 
solution is to use LED light strips, which 
not only eliminate the hassle of taking 
down and restringing for every trip, but 
offer exceptional location versatility, better 
light output, lower energy consumption 
and far greater durability, even with 
continuous use.

Dometic’s 7-Color LED Light Strip 
takes outdoor lighting to a higher level 
by incorporating vibrant colors that can 
be programmed for multicolor or single 
color pulsing, or continuous illumina-
tion in any of the seven available colors. 
The speed in which the strip pulses 
can also be regulated via the wireless 
remote that controls all the program-
ming options.

While the festive mood presented 
by the multiple color LEDs (white, blue, 
pink, red, yellow, green and cyan) is 
the primary reason for installing the 
7-Color LED Light Strip, the solid white 
LEDs put out a surprising amount of 

(Above left) Light strip colors allow the user to change the evening mood on demand. We 
preferred leaving the LEDs set to one color without pulsing. The white light provided generous 
illumination under the awning. No doubt these lights could be seen from afar and made it easy 
to fi nd our RV after dark. (Above right) Dometic’s 7-Color LED Light Strip Kit includes a 16-foot 
roll of LEDs molded into a ³⁄8-inch-wide strip that has an adhesive backing; there are 350 LEDs 
in the strip. A wireless remote, control box, 120-volt AC power converter, 30 feet of wire and 
an alcohol wipe are packed with the light strip.

light, illuminating the area under the 
awning far better than a typical incan-
descent patio fi xture.

Installation is pretty straightfor-
ward using common hand tools. Just 
about everything is provided in the kit 
except for the fasteners to secure the 
controller, silicone rubber and a few 
cable ties to clean up the wiring. For the 
evaluation, the light strip was positioned 
on an exposed section of the railing 
that contained the awning, immediately 
under the roller tube. When the awning 
is closed, the light strip is concealed, 
but it could be mounted lower on the 
side wall if the owner prefers not to 
extend the awning to make the lights 
visible.

Mounting versatility is the key; 
just about any surface can be used 
to attach the light strip, but keep in 
mind that sticking on the light strip in 
some locations might detract from the 
exterior aesthetics. Also, after the 3M-
adhesive sets up, the light strip may be 
diffi cult to remove.

The light strip is powered by a 
120-volt AC converter that needs to 
be plugged into an outlet that’s within 
30 feet of the light strip. What the in-
structions don’t show you is that the 
converter output is 12-volt DC, so it’s 
also possible to hardwire from the RV’s

Dometic’s 7-Color LED Light Strip installs easily, consumes very little energy
and can be programmed to paint the patio with mood-changing hues
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1) Before unrolling the LED 
light strip from the reel, 
the mounting location is 
determined and measured 
to make sure the 16-foot 
strip will fi t properly. A 
connector is molded into 
the leading end of the light 
strip.

2) The railing that secures 
the patio awning to the side 
wall is prepped with an 
alcohol wipe to make sure 
that the surface is free of 
oils and debris that may 
prevent the adhesive from 
sticking properly.

3) Once the backing is 
removed from the light 
strip, it’s simply attached to 
the awning railing, working 
with only a small section 
at a time to make sure the 
install is straight; a second 
person is very helpful for 
this step. The 3M adhesive 
is super strong, so care 
must be taken to make 
sure the fi t is right the fi rst 
time. The process goes very 
quickly.

4) Safe-cut lines are clearly 
visible so the light strip can 
be trimmed, if necessary, 
with scissors. Be certain 
here; cut sections of 
the light strip cannot be 
reattached.

house batteries by connecting positive 
and negative wires to the provided DC 
terminals on the controller as an alter-
native to using 120-volt AC power. The 
LEDs don’t pull that much current, but 
using the 120-volt AC converter affords 
power options.

Once the light strip was installed, 
we had a lot of fun changing the mood 
under the awning. Admittedly, pro-
gramming the lights to cycle through 
all the colors and to pulse may be a 
little much over long periods of time 
for some people, but that’s the beauty 
of the wireless programming. We 
simply set the strip on the continuous-
light mode to tone down the visual 
ambiance.

On a creative note, there are a 
number of other uses for colorful LED 
lighting, including providing visibility for 
guests looking for your trailer at night. 
This is especially useful when parking 
in a dispersed camping area like 
Quartzsite, Arizona, with other RVers. 
The LEDs can also be turned on while 
walking back to your RV after visiting 
with friends in the same park, and since 
the lighting can be controlled with the 
remote, they don’t have to be turned on 
until needed. 

Dometic’s 7-Color LED Light Strip 
is designed to provide more than 30,000 
hours of illumination and sells for 
$199.99 at Camping World and other RV 
retailers. The company also offers kits 
with only white LEDs. Universal LED 
kits have one 39-inch light strip and a 
wireless remote control with dimmer 
features. Up to nine, 39-inch add-on 
light strips can be connected and 
trimmed to fi t a number of applications. 
Common uses include adding light 
strips in storage compartments and 
under entry steps. Kits are available 
with 120-volt AC power sources or for 
direct connection to 12-volt DC sources 
(without the power converter). A Lateral 
Arm LED Light Kit includes four 39-inch 
light strips.

Adding the Dometic LED light strips 
to any RV is an easy two-hour DIY project. 
The LEDs are energy effi cient and do a 
fabulous job of illumining the area under 
the awning — and don’t forget the fun 
factor. Here’s how it’s done:

Dometic’s 7-Color LED Light Strip installs easily, consumes very little energy
and can be programmed to paint the patio with mood-changing hues
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5) The terminal at the end of the light strip is 
connected to the wire cable that is routed to the 
control box. This end must be within 30 feet of 
the connector, which provides good mounting 
versatility. A nonconductive silicone caulking 
should be applied to the connector for weather-
proofi ng; the LED strip is already waterproof.

6) Routing the wire cable is dependent on the 
controller mounting location and will likely be 
different for specifi c RVs. Here, the cable is 
routed above the awning roller tube and through 
a hole that was drilled into the side wall and 
exited in the back of an interior overhead com-
partment. Silicone rubber sealant must be used 
to weatherproof the hole after the wire is routed 
— a critical step.

7) Control box was mounted on the wall inside 
the cabinet that was in close proximity to the 
connector end of the light strip. Wire cable 
was connected to terminals in the controller. 
Wire ends are tagged for clear positioning and 
the ends are factory stripped and tinned with 
solder. Wire ends are simply inserted into the 
terminal strip and secured with an internal 
setscrew. Control box is not weatherproof 
and must be installed where it’s protected 
from the elements.

8) Remote control has telescoping 
antenna for additional range of up 
to 125 feet. Buttons turn the lights 
on and off and control all functions, 
including the color of the LEDs, 
multicolor and single color pulsing 
and the speed of the pulsing. While 
the other kit components seem 
to be high quality, the remote is a 
little cheesy.
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AWNING FABRICS

AWNING ACCESSORIES

SLIDE-OUT FABRICS

SUN-SHADES

AWNING MISTING

AWNING LED LIGHTS

QUALITY RV AWNING 
FABRICS & ACCESSORIES 
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES!

(574) 584-3451
www.RVAwningsMart.com

For more information: 
Dometic Corp.
574-294-2511, www.dometic.com

9) AC converter (with 12-volt DC output) 
plugs into adjacent power receptacle that 
happened to be in the cabinet where the 
controller was installed. Controller can alter-
natively be wired directly to 12-volt DC using 
the marked locations in the terminal strip.

10) Dometic also markets kits with 
white-only LEDs. One kit comes with four 
39-inch lengths of strip lights and a wireless 
remote control with a dimmer feature. A 
universal kit has one 39-inch light strip, 
but up to nine add-on lengths of lighting 
can be connected. Each add-on kit has one 
39-inch length of LEDs. Kits are available 
with the 120-volt AC converter or can be 
wired directly to the coach’s 12-volt DC power 
source. q
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by Chris Hemer
PRODUCTS 
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

Infl ation Sensation
The 2Way Air central infl ation system by Rock Smasher Engi-
neering allows simultaneous infl ation/defl ation of all tires on the 
tow rig and/or trailer to a pre-set pressure via one, patent-pending 
manifold and valve system. The core components consist of ³⁄8-inch polyure-
thane manifold tubing, which is routed to one custom-designed brass Schrader 
infl ation valve at each corner of the vehicle. To infl ate the vehicle’s tires, simply 
attach the four quick-connect ¹⁄4-inch whips to the tire’s valve stems and the 
brass infl ation valves, and infl ate all tires at once using the manifold’s central 
infl ation point. Universal in application, the 2Way Air system uses all push-to-
connect fi ttings and is available in a master kit for cars, trucks or duallys and 
single, double or triple axle trailers (triple axle pictured). Many options available.

MSRP: $199.95 to $299.95   702-981-6081, www.2wayair.com  
Circle 140 on Reader Service Card q

tow rig and/or trailer to a pre-set pressure via one, patent-pending 
-inch polyure-

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT
� � �

� � �

EZ Oil Drain
Regular oil changes are an important 
part of RV ownership — but draining 
the oil can be a messy process, and 
if you’re not careful, you can cross 
thread the drain hole when re-
installing the plug. The EZ Oil Drain 
Valve simply replaces the existing oil 
drain plug for fast, clean and easy oil 
changes. No need for tools — just lift 
and turn the lever of the nickel-plated 
brass ball valve to drain the oil, then 
return the lever to its original locked 
position when fi nished. An optional 
fi tting (sold separately) makes it easy 
to connect a hose to drain the oil into 
a remote receptacle, if desired. The 
EZ Oil Drain Valve is available in 26 
sizes to suit all engines, according to 
the company.

MSRP: $23.95
425-999-1200, www.ezoildrain.com
Circle 138 on Reader Service Card

Jack-E-Up
Every trailer needs an A-frame jack, 
but they can dent the tow vehicle’s 
tailgate and can get damaged by 
dips in the road. They also make it 
awkward to step over the A-frame, 
and provide the opportunity for trailer 
theft. The Jack-E-Up solves all of 
these problems by allowing easy 
removal/reinstallation of the entire 
A-frame jack assembly. Simply unbolt 
and remove the A-frame jack, install 
the Jack-E-Up system in the existing 
bolt pattern, and re-install the jack; 
the Jack-E-Up receiver functions like 
a quick-disconnect system. Installa-
tion takes minutes, and the jack itself 
can be removed in seconds. Made in 
the USA out of powder-coated solid 
steel in black or gray. 

MSRP: $48
541-376-8107, www.jack-e-up.com
Circle 139 on Reader Service Card

An Energy Odyssey
EnerSys has expanded its ODYSSEY 
Performance Series product offerings 
to include the Group 65 battery 
designed specifi cally for consumer 
applications. The ODYSSEY Perform-
ance Series 65-760 battery features 
762 cold cranking amps (CCA), 129 
reserve capacity (RC) minutes and 
deep cycle capability up to 400 cycles 
at 80 percent depth of discharge. 
Engineered with Thin Plate Pure Lead 
(TPPL) technology, ODYSSEY Per form-
ance Series batteries deliver more 
overall power and longer service life 
than conventional batteries, according 
to the company. The batteries also 
feature a 3-10 year service life and 
are backed by a limited four-year full-
replacement warranty. 

MSRP: $253.78
660-429-2165, www.odysseybattery.com
Circle 137 on Reader Service Card
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DISH Network, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card
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PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Ken Freund

Hypertech Tuning Systems
Hypertech, one of the oldest names in aftermarket electronic performance tuning, 
makes products to improve performance and fuel economy for gasoline and 
diesel engines in cars and light trucks, and supplies many fl eet customers. The 
company put its gasoline tuner products to the test at an EPA/CARB-recognized 
lab, Automotive Testing Laboratory in Mesa, Arizona. Diesel trucks were sent to 
another EPA/CARB-recognized lab that specializes in diesel testing, Olson Ecologic 
in Fullerton, California. The results from its EPA transient cycle testing proved a 
9.73 percent increase in fuel effi ciency with Hypertech’s tuning.

Among Hypertech’s top products 
is Max Energy Power Tuning, in both 
the Max Energy and E-CON program-
mers, which are designed to deliver 
more mileage at part-throttle and more 
power at wide-open throttle. In order to 
increase engine effi ciency, horsepower 
and torque, Hypertech engineers 
optimize the timing and fuel curves 
point by point over the entire RPM band. 
With the added power, and optimized 
transmission functions, drivers use less 
fuel to accelerate and maintain cruising 
speeds, reducing torque converter 
unlocking and transmission down-
shifting to a lower gear. The Max Energy 
E-CON Economy Power Programmer 
is designed for drivers who want better 
fuel mileage and more power, but don’t 
want to pay for other high-performance 
features they may not need. For an 
additional charge, the E-CON can later 
be upgraded to a Max Energy Power 
Programmer via the Internet to include 
all the Max Energy features available 
for a specifi c vehicle.

Max Energy Power Programmers 

offer three stages of power tuning for 
diesels. Hypertech reports that even the 
highest power level, Stage 3, maintains 
safe exhaust gas temperatures (EGTs) 
while towing the maximum weight 
specifi ed by the vehicle’s manufacturer. 

The Max Energy raises and lowers 
shift points in 100-RPM increments for 
peak performance and quicker ac-
celeration. The units also increase 
automatic transmission shift fi rmness 
to maximize performance solo or when 
towing, to reduce clutch-pack slippage 
and transmission oil temperatures for 
longer transmission life.

If you get a “check engine” light 
or “service needed” message, Max 
Energy can read the code. After making 
the necessary corrections, the codes 
are cleared. Hypertech’s Max Energy 
downloads and saves the stock tuning 
program, then uploads your customized 
Power Tuning program. The vehicles’ 
computer can be returned to the 
factory programming before visiting 
a dealership for service. Max Energy 
can only be used on one vehicle at 

a time, but if the vehicle is sold, it 
can be returned to stock tuning and 
the programmer used on another 
vehicle that is covered in the same 
part number. The Max Energy Power 
Programmer comes with a USB cable 
and a CD containing software to enable 
quick updates over the Internet.

Vehicle manufacturers limit a 
vehicle’s top-speed to match the speed 
rating of the factory-installed tires. If 
tires with a different speed rating have 
been installed, the Max Energy vehicle’s 
top-speed limiter can be raised or 
lowered to match the speed rating of 
the newly installed tires.

Additionally, Hypertech offers the 
Interceptor tuning device, which is 
designed for 2011 to 2014 Chrysler/
Dodge/Jeep/Ram models with Hemi and 
3.6-liter gas engines. In the Ram 5.7-liter 
Hemi, it’s reported to add 33 horsepower 
and 40 lb-ft of torque. Interceptor is also 
available for 2007 to 2013 Toyota/Lexus 
light trucks and SUVs with 4.6-liter and 
5.7-liter engines.

A number of accessories are 
available, including Air Charger and 
Power Charger, thermostats, ignition 
parts and fuel-pressure regulators. 
Last but not least, Hypertech offers 
performance “chips” for Pre-OBD2 
vehicles from 1981 through 1995.

Contact Hypertech at 901-382-8888,
www.hypertech.com. 

Converting Algae to Crude Oil
The quest for a viable commercial 
process to convert algae to fuel 
for engines is closer to its goal, as 
engineers have developed a continuous 
chemical process that makes useful 
crude oil within minutes of pouring in 
harvested algae. After additional con-
ventional refi ning, the algae-derived oil 
can be made into gasoline or diesel fuel. 

Hypertech’s Max Energy Power Programmer combines 
economy and power tuning programs. The upgradable 
E-CON version, which doesn’t include high-performance 
features, may be discontinued soon, so those who want 
one should get it soon.
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TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS The Department of Energy’s Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) 
method combines several steps into 
one continuous process that speeds 
the process and reduces costs. PNNL 
has reported that the Genifuel Corp. 
licensed the enabling process and is 
working on a pilot plant. Fuels derived 
from algae may allow the United 
States to be less dependant on foreign 
countries for vital fuel supplies.

New Powertrain Technology 
Improves Mileage
Advanced drivetrain technology is also 
being used to improve fuel economy. 
Jeep’s 2014 Cherokee has a unique 
nine-speed automatic transmission that 
substantially improves fuel economy. 
Yet another component, the EcoTrac 
Disconnecting All Wheel Drive system 
by American Axle & Manufacturing 
(AAM), further boosts mileage. AAM 
claims the EcoTrac system offers a 
fuel-economy gain of up to 3 MPG.

EcoTrac is said to reduce parasitic 
drivetrain losses by 80 percent 

through disengagement of most of 
the components when all-wheel drive 
(AWD) is not needed. When AWD is 
needed to maintain traction, EcoTrac 
can begin driving the rear wheels in a 
half second, or faster if drive modes 
for slippery conditions are selected. 
EcoTrac also goes into a quicker-
reaction mode when ambient tempera-
tures are below freezing, or windshield 
wipers are on.

A two-speed EcoTrac with low 
range for off-road use is available in the 
Cherokee Trailhawk edition. EcoTrac 
was designed to work with bigger or 
smaller engines and drivetrains, and 

may be used in other future Chrysler 
models, as well as vehicles from other 
automakers.

Robotic Refueling
The Husky Corp. and a Swedish 
company called Fuelmatics Systems 
have teamed up to introduce an 
automated fuel filling station. It could be 
the biggest change in how motorists buy 
fuel since self-service pumps and credit 
cards were introduced. The Fuelmatics 
Refueling System is said to work on 
cars, SUVs and light trucks with fuel 
fillers on either the right or left side, 
which is about 95 percent of all vehicles. 
The model FM 3003 has three nozzles, 
which can deliver gasoline, diesel and 
alternative fuels such as E-85 ethanol, 
natural gas or even hydrogen from the 
same unit. The only change needed is a 
special fuel cap, which will be an intro-
ductory gift to customers. The system 
is said to reduce the time needed for a 
fill-up by about 30 percent. For more 
information visit http://fuelmatics.com/
technology. q

The EcoTrac all-wheel-
drive system in the 
Jeep reduces parasitic 
frictional losses, which 
helps improve fuel 
economy.

Tork Lift Central Welding, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card
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HANDS ON RVLOCK KEYLESS ENTRY  article and photos by Bob Livingston

L ock sets used on trailers, fi fth-
wheels and pickup campers are 

usually the minimum equipment 
needed to open and close the entry 
door, and provide the security of a han-
dle lock and deadbolt. Adjusting these 
lock sets so that the door opens and 
closes without sticking can sometimes 
be diffi cult. In time, many doors simply 
won’t close without prodding — or at 
least without fi ddling with the handle 
so the latch bolt seats properly.

A few years ago, after dealing with 
a stubborn latch bolt, I replaced the 
factory lock set with an RVLock that 
motivated the door to close with a 
slight push of one fi nger. The original 
RVLock enabled deadbolt activation 
with the use of a wireless key fob. The 
next generation unit — which was later 
installed — had a remote keypad that 
could be located on the side wall of 
the RV and a key-operated lock in the 
handle (a feature dealers like because 
all factory handles can be locked/
unlocked with pass keys).

In a move that seems like a natural 
evolution of the product, the company 
has integrated the keypad into the 
handle enclosure and beefed up the in-
ternal components. The latest RVLock 
V4.0 has the same footprint as the 
older versions, but the convenience of 
the built-in keypad eliminates the need 
to fi nd a place to stick on a remote 
module—not to mention the improve-
ment in aesthetics.

Installation is simple and even 
though we replaced a second genera-
tion RVLock, no modifi cations were 

made previously to the hole in the 
door, so we were able to make an 
apples-to-apples evaluation as if the 
original lock set was still in place. 
While hole dimensions should be close 
to universal among RV builders, we 
had to do a little trimming with a fi le 
to allow the new lock set to be seated 
without forcing it into place. That pro-
cess only took a few minutes.

Once the outside piece is seated, 
the wiring pigtail is connected and the 
inside handle is fastened to the four 
threaded feet that extend through the 
door. The installer just has to make 
sure the inside handle cog and dead-
bolt knob line up in their respective 
places in the outside portion 
of the lock set.

The faceplate is then at-
tached and the strike plate 
in the doorframe 
adjusted so the 
latch bolt functions 
smoothly and the 

Going Keyless
RVLock’s new integrated keypad adds another element of
convenience to its direct replacement lock set for trailer entry doors

DIFFICULTY 1 2 3 4 5

TIME TO COMPLETE 1 HOUR

TOOLS NEEDED PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER,
 FILE

(Above from left) RVLock V4.0 fi ts into the existing hole vacated by the factory lock set. 
Widely spaced, backlit keyboard can be programmed from one to eight digits. System uses 
encryption technology to prevent someone from “lifting” radio frequency. The kit includes the 
lock set, one key fob, installation hardware and instructions.

door is snug against the seal after re-
petitive testing.

After confi rming that the handle 
and deadbolt worked properly, the 
battery compartment was unscrewed 
and four AA batteries installed. The 
keypad is preprogrammed for a 1, 2, 3, 4 
sequence. We suggest you change the 
code immediately.

Syncing of the key fob that came 
with the lock set takes only a few min-
utes; up to 10 can be synced and ad-
ditional key fobs can be purchased for 
$39.99 each. Factory instructions are 
easy to follow and the steps are con-
fi rmed by audible signals. If a mistake 
is made or the allocated programming bolt knob line up in their respective 

places in the outside portion 

The faceplate is then at-
tached and the strike plate 
in the doorframe 

latch bolt functions 
smoothly and the 

is made or the allocated programming 

                                                        Deadbolt is activated using private code
or wireless key fob. Keys manually operate handle and deadbolt.
                                                        Deadbolt is activated using private codeLOCK SET UPGRADE »
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(1) File was used to open the hole in the door slightly to make room for the RVLock. (2) Once 
the outside handle is in position, the wire harness is connected; an extra hand will be helpful 
here. (3) Four AA batteries are placed in holder after the cover, held in place with two screws, 
is removed. Red lever sets the deadbolt from the inside. (4) Radio is turned off using switch on 
the inside handle housing, which deactivates the key fob(s) but not the keyboard. Reset button 
above switch restores default code.

Clip out and mail to: 2014 RV Buyers Guide, P.O. Box 421090, Palm Coast, FL 32142

Available to US and Canadian residents only (U.S. funds only). Publication date is February 2014. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks after publication date for delivery.

Send me a total of ____ copies of the 2014 RV Buyers Guide for only $7.99  
plus $2 shipping and handling per copy. Total Payment due: $ _______
q Check or money order made out to RV Buyers Guide enclosed

q Charge my:  q Visa    q Mastercard    q Discover    q American Express

Account # ___________________________________ Exp. Date  _______

Signature  ___________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________

City __________________________________ State _____ Zip  _________

Order Now & Save!

1-800-309-0311 • www.rvbg.com

2014 RV BUYERS GUIDE
Completely Revised & Updated for 2014  •  More Than 400 Listings

The largest collection of new RV models in the marketplace — all in one handy volume

window times out, the process can be 
started again by pushing a recessed 
“learn” button. A few easy steps are 
followed for keypad coding, which can 
handle up to eight digits, but requires 
at least one. 

Make sure the hard keys to the 
lock set are accessible outside the RV 
during programming — just in case. 
It’s also a good idea to hide a key 
somewhere outside the rig so it’s avail-
able in the event of a battery failure 
down the road. Batteries should last 
fi ve to six months and there’s a switch 
to deactivate the key fob(s), which will 
conserve energy (keypad will still be 
active). It’s best to remove the batteries 
during prolonged storage.

The RVLock Keyless sells for $239, 
which may seem a little pricey until
you experience the convenience — 
especially if you’re prone to losing keys 
— and pleasure of opening and closing 
the door with little effort. q

RVLock Keyless
888-316-9899, www.rvlock.com

1 2

3 4

2GYL        TL04
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THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certifi ed Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and 
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

TIRE SPIN

Q I have a 2008 Ford F-250 Super Duty with a 6.4-liter turbodiesel. I pull 
a 1998 Jayco Designer Model 3260. When I start from a stop condition 

and I give it too much acceleration, the rear wheels will spin. What could be 
causing this?
John C. Thomas, Greenfi eld, Indiana

A We’ve had this happen to us many times with different vehicles, John. 
First, your diesel has a heap of torque and power and starting out that 

power can spin the rear wheels, especially on limited-traction surfaces 
such as wet pavement or gravel. It’s also possible that your weight-distrib-
uting hitch spring bars may be adjusted a bit too tight, which transfers more 
weight from the rear axle to the front axle. This reduced rear-end weight 
also reduces traction and increases the chances you’ll spin the tires. 
Readjust your WD spring bars and watch 
that throttle foot and you should experi-
ence fewer burnouts. — Jeff Johnston

DODGE TOW RATING BOOST

Q I have a 1500 Dodge Ram, 5.7-liter 
Hemi, 4x4 automatic, 3.92 gears, 

20-inch tires, with tow package. My 
Dodge dealer told me it can only tow 
4,500 pounds because of the 20-inch 
tires. Could you give me some advice 
about how to raise the tow rating? The 
truck has only 46,000 miles on it.
Jerry Fuller, Silverdale, Pennsylvania

A You didn’t say which year or cab 
style you own, but given the mile-

age, we’d guess it’s a late model and as 
such, should be rated to tow between 

about 8,500 and 9,200 pounds. You also 
didn’t mention whether you have the 
factory optional 20-inch wheel/tire or 
an aftermarket package, but if your 
dealer said the reduced tow rating was 
due to the 20-inch tires and wheels, 
Jerry, it was because those low-profi le 
tires aren’t rated to carry as much 
weight as a 16- or 17-inch tire/wheel. 
Compare the tow rating of an identi-
cal truck with the standard wheels/
tires, and you should get an idea of the 
disparity (tow guides for various years 
are available on www.trailerlife.com). 
It would be fairly costly, but you could 

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

THE LEADER IN MOBILE TV

www.kingcontrols.com

EXPERIENCE SATELLITE TV 
WITHOUT BOUNDARIES!

Compatible with DISH, 
DIRECTV & Bell
Automatic Switching & one 
touch operation

Supports both HD & SD DISH
Automatic Switching & Easy 
Set-up

Built-in digital signal meter 
Wide reception range, high 
definition antenna
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replace your Ram’s 20-inch tires and 
wheels with a type that has a higher tire 
rating, such as an LT-rated tire on steel 
or aluminum wheels. That could help 
bump up your Ram’s tow rating. — J.J.

BATTERY COMPARTMENT 
STRESS

Q I recently bought a 2005 Dutchmen 
Kodiak travel trailer from Camping 

World that has the battery located in a 
storage compartment instead of on the 
A-frame of the trailer. It’s very difficult 
to remove a heavy battery so I can keep 
it on a trickle charger at home when the 
trailer is in storage. I am 71 years old 
and it takes all the strength I have, to 
say nothing of the pressure on my back 
while in a crouched position, to remove 
and replace the battery. I believe this is 
a poor design and certainly is not user-
friendly. This is the 10th trailer I have 
owned since I started camping in 1976, 
and the previous nine had the battery 
located conveniently on the A-frame.

I cannot understand the concept of 
this design so I contacted Dutchmen In-
dustries and asked if its engineers had 
any solution. I was told the engineers 
who designed this unit are no longer 
with the company. I believe it would be 
very expensive to transfer the battery to 
the A-frame and reroute all the wiring. 
I’m wondering if a small solar panel 
mounted temporarily on the A-frame 
with wires fed through the compart-
ment door and attached to the battery 
would be a possible solution.
Dan Sansone, Tavares, Florida

A It’s impossible to figure out why RV 
manufacturers make some of the 

decisions they do, although it usually 
comes down to saving cost and making 
money. Placing the battery in an en-
closed body compartment is a viable 
design element, although, as you’ve 
found, it’s not convenient for battery 
removal or replacement. If you have 
space available on the A-frame you may 
find it’s not as costly as you think to re-
locate the battery. You’ll need a welded 
or bolt-on battery rack, a battery box 
for each battery and new wiring, so it’s 
not that difficult of a project. Be sure to 

use a heavy-duty circuit breaker at the 
battery to protect the positive power 
line from short-circuit damage.

Because you live in a warm climate, 
you needn’t worry much about battery 
damage in storage due to freezing. If 
keeping the battery charged by way of 
a trickle charger is your plan, then yes, 
a modest-size solar panel could do the 
job. Be sure to disconnect the battery 
from the trailer’s power circuit when 
in storage mode so the charger isn’t 
fighting any onboard parasitic draws. 
Don’t mess with those tiny 12- or 14-
inch solar panels designed to mount 
on an air conditioner or tight places. 
Go for something a bit larger to ensure 
there will be adequate charging power 
available. In addition, use a charge con-
troller that includes a “smart charge” 
circuit that automatically drops to a 
trickle maintenance rate once the bat-
tery is topped up. Mounting the panel 
on the roof may be a better idea from 
the standpoint of security and theft de-
terrence. As with a battery relocation to 

the A-frame, this effort will cost a few 
dollars but you’ll be nicely set up for the 
long run when it’s done. For complete 
information about charging systems, 
visit www.amsolar.com. — J.J.

LP-CYLINDER CERTIFICATION

Q My RV’s 30-pound LP-gas tanks are 
stamped 2000 and are out of the 

manufacturer’s 12-year certification. 
I’ve heard of recertification periods of 
five, seven and 12 years based on the 
type of inspection or test performed. 
Can you explain the different recertifica-
tions? Will the old OPD valves have to be 
replaced at that time if they are in good 
shape? If the tank is in good shape, am 
I better off recertifying the old tanks or 
purchasing refurbished ones?
Bryan Berlin, Tucson, Arizona

A An LP-gas cylinder needs to be 
recertified when it’s 12 years old, 

then every five years after that. You 
don’t need to automatically replace 
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the OPD valve during recertification. 
The process is fairly simple and is an 
inspection to be sure the parts are 
all in good condition. As long as the 
cylinder and valve are in good shape, 
the cylinder will be stamped with a re-
certification date and you’ll be good to 
go. — J.J.

WEIGHING YOUR RV

Q After reading your magazine for the 
past few years, I have found several 

articles that indicate the importance 
of monitoring the weight of an RV. 
Loaded weight, side-to-side weight and 
weight-per-wheel are of concern. But I 
have not seen an article that references 
where, in each state, there are facili-
ties that are set up to do this. There are 
truck scales that can be found along 
the interstate highways, but are they 
actually set up to service the occasional 
recreational vehicle traveler?
Robert Dunn, Union, Washington   

A Some state-operated weigh sta-
tions will accept RVers on a time-

available basis. That is, if they are not 
busy with commercial vehicles, they 
shouldn’t mind weighing your rig if you 
explain that you are interested in mak-
ing sure the RV’s weight and loading is 
within safe limits. However, there are 
many “civilian” scales at truck stops, 
recycling centers, moving and storage 
facilities, quarries, lumber yards, etc. 
These scales, in addition to provid-
ing weight figures, are also revenue 
sources for their operators, so most are 
more than happy to have RVers come 
by for a checkup. 

Simply entering “public scales” 
and the name of your city in Google will 
usually result in one or more places to 
weigh your rig. Ask for pricing and best 
times to go there, too. — Ken Freund

EXPEDITION OVERLOADS?

Q When I hook my KZ 30-foot trailer 
to my 2011 Ford Expedition, the rear 

of the Expedition stays about 11/2 inches 
down from level. This is while using a 
weight-distributing hitch. I sometimes 
get brights flashed at me at night when 

the oncoming car thinks the brights are 
on. I cannot find any overload shocks for 
an Expedition; maybe this is due to the 
independent rear suspension. Are there 
any overload shocks to use on a stock, 
short wheelbase 2011 Expedition?
Ron W., Clovis, California

A If a Web search turns up no over-
load shock options, Ron, it could 

be for a good reason. Ford may not 
approve of using its shock absorber 
mounts as load-bearing points, which 
would rule out overload shocks. Most 
shock absorber mounts are designed 
to handle the compression and exten-
sion loads induced by the shocks as 
they work to damp out suspension 
movement, and those loads are no-
where near as serious as the loads im-
posed on suspension components that 
support the weight of the vehicle.

That being said, have you taken the 
time to determine the hitch weight of 
your rig? If it’s sagging excessively, your 
trailer could be too heavy and/or have 
too much hitch weight. Weighing your 
tow vehicle and trailer on a certified 
scale should be your first step before 
making any major changes. It could also 
be that your WD hitch is not adjusted 
properly. Many people make the mis-
take of not setting the spring bars as 
tight as they should be, and that results 
in the back of the tow vehicle sinking 
lower under the hitch weight than it 
should. Try tightening up the spring 
bars — drop another link in the hanger 
chains, for example — and see if that 
helps. You may also need to adjust the 
head angle to avoid having the spring 
bar chains become too short. — J.J.

AEROLITE TOWING

Q We purchased a 2013 Dutchmen 
Aerolite model 294RKSS, 33-foot 

travel trailer. The trailer’s unloaded 
vehicle weight (UVW) is 6,342 pounds 
and its gross vehicle weight rating 
(GVWR) is 7,600 pounds. Our tow ve-
hicle is a 2011 Toyota Tundra with the 
4.6-liter V-8 with factory BF Goodrich 
P275/65R18 tires. On our first trip 
we weighed it: The front axle is 3,000 
pounds, the rear axle is 4,140 pounds, 
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and the trailer axles are 5,980 pounds, 
overall is 13,120 pounds.

The setup is equipped with an Eaz-
Lift WD hitch and sway control. At the 
trailer dealer I was assured it was safe 
but I am skeptical and need some re-
assurance because I’m new at this. Do 
I have enough truck? The tires have 
22,000 miles on them and are in good 
condition. Are they safe?
Emilio Barrero, San Antonio, Texas

A You left a lot of details out of your 
Tundra specifications, Emilio, such 

as cab style, 2WD or 4WD, and so forth, 
so we can’t pin down the exact tow 
rating. Equipped with a factory towing 
package, your truck can be rated to 
tow as much as 8,500 pounds. But that, 
again, depends on factors we don’t 
know. If you do a Web search on “2011 
Tundra tow rating” you should be able 
to find the exact figure for your truck. 
In general, it seems like your setup is 
pretty solid.

If the tires are the ones that came 
from the factory then they’re part of 
the chassis package and therefore part 
of the towing equation. Check the load 
ratings molded in the tire sidewalls, 
add them up. As long as the tires meet 
or exceed the front and rear axle rat-
ings, then they’re OK for the towing. 
Just be careful not to overload the truck 
with mounds of extra cargo in the bed 
and trailer. — J.J.

WEIGH SCALE PUZZLEMENT

Q In reference to Don Frank’s ques-
tion in the December 2013 issue, 

this weighing-related question has 
been answered before in the same 
manner and I do not understand it.

We normally use Flying J or Pilot 
and they have CAT scales that are split 
scales with multiple platforms for 
measuring several weights at once. You 
put the truck front axle on the forward 
scale while ensuring that the back axle 
is on the second scale and the trailer 
axles on the third part of the scale. You 
receive a ticket with three weights on 
it. Then go drop the trailer and return 
to weigh the truck on the split scale for 
two weights. There is no need to park 

any axle off of the scale.
Surely other truck stops have simi-

lar scales. Take advantage of the split 
scales; it makes weighing so much 
easier.
Ron and Nancy Vanderhoof, Via email

A Your points about using the multi-
platform scale are valid, Ron, but 

not all scales are that type. Many are 
still single-platform, one-at-a-time 
scales, and that’s probably the type 
that’s most convenient for Frank to 
use. On occasion we suggest position-
ing the tires on one side of the RV off 
the scale, which leaves the other tires 
on the scale, then you move over and 
weigh the tires on the other side. This 
enables you to get figures for each 
side of the RV in addition to the overall 
or axle weights. The side-weighing 
procedure is helpful when you sus-
pect there may be a weight imbalance 
that’s causing handling, tire wear or 
other problems. — J.J.

GOOSENECK HITCHES

Q Last year I got my first fifth-wheel 
trailer, and what a revelation! I 

chose a gooseneck hitch since my truck 
has a day job. I also realized I don’t 
know anyone who uses a conventional 
fifth-wheel hitch. Admittedly, these 
are mostly agricultural types who pull 
stock trailers. I can confirm the ease of 
conversion, lower cost, less weight and 
the gooseneck allows greater articula-
tion when on uneven ground. People I 
spoke with who had both types say the 
gooseneck reduces fore and aft motion 
and provides a smoother ride. Person-
ally, I don’t find hitching up any more 
difficult than with a conventional travel 
trailer. What are the advantages of the 
conventional fifth-wheel hitch? I can’t 
seem to get an unbiased opinion.
Phil Blackshear
Albuquerque, New Mexico

A Similar discussions have been 
going on for years and are sure 

to continue. Based on my unscientific 
observations, gooseneck trailers and 
hitches are somewhat of a regional 
preference, being more widely used R
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and popular in the West than in the 
Eastern part of the United States. I 
agree that they leave much more room 
in the truck bed and are more conve-
nient to remove when not needed than 
a fi fth-wheel hitch. However, some 
owners state that the gooseneck de-
liver a harder ride than conventional 
fi fth-wheel hitches and, of course, air-
ride counterparts are also available to 
further smooth the ride.

The supports and braces on a 
gooseneck trailer’s neck are often 
stronger than those on a fi fth-wheel 
trailer frame. Changing a fi fth-wheel to 
a gooseneck hitch may create stresses 
that a fi fth-wheel frame was not de-
signed for. There are a few RV trail-
ers that are available with gooseneck 
hitches. However, if you’re planning to 
convert an existing trailer, contact the 
manufacturer’s engineering department 

before making the modifi cation. There 
are a number of gooseneck coupler 
conversion kits available, including the 
ones by www.Popuphitch.com featured 
on page 65 of the February issue. — K.F.

CARRIAGE PARTS CONUNDRUM
In regard to your RV Clinic column in 
the February issue on page 78, the let-
ter titled “Carriage Parts?”: I own a 
Carriage as well and I’ve found several 
great suppliers of the proprietary parts 
mentioned in the response. I joined the 
Carriage group on Yahoo! a few years 
ago and the members have a wealth 
of information. There are more than 
2,000 members. I suggest that Gillermo 
Garza become a member of one or both 
of the sites listed below. It’s free and it 
will be well worth his time. Both have 
searchable indexes and if the subject 
he’s searching is not there then he can 
put in a query.

Here’s the link: http://groups.yahoo.
com/neo/groups/Carriage_RV/info.

Also, here’s another great site. I’ve 
noticed that there are a lot of the same 
people on both: www.carriage-lifestyle-
owners.com/portal.php.
Jay Amundson, Las Vegas, Nevada

MORE CARRIAGE PARTS
Regarding Gillermo Garza’s question 
about Carriage parts, he can get most 
of the parts through a Lifestyle dealer 
because the trailers are almost identi-
cal. Some of the people from Carriage 
work for Lifestyle and they would be 
able to direct you.
George Snyder 
McAlisterville, Pennsylvania

A Thank you for the leads, George 
and Jay. Carriage was a popular 

brand for many years and I’m sure we 
have readers who will benefi t from this 
parts-chasing information. — J.J. q

HAVE A QUESTION? » Email our 
experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com 
or write to: RV Clinic, 2750 Park View 
Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 
93036. No phone calls, please.
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This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations. GTA29232 TL 0114

855-814-5468

INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY MEDICAL & TRAVEL ASSISTANCE

CALL OR CLICK TO LEARN MORE

Good Sam TravelAssist Benefits Include:
•  Transportation Home After Stabilization •  RV/Vehicle Return Service
•  Emergency Medical Evacuation  •  Travel Companion Benefits  
•  Prescription Replacement Assistance •  Pet Return Assistance

GoodSamTravelAssist.com

In CASE of A medical emergency, 
We’ll get you, YOUR PET, & your RV 

home safely.
PLANS starting AT    

$7999

GTA29232 April TL Collage Ad.indd   1 1/10/14   2:31 PM
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QUICK FIX
Trailer Connector
Corrosion Tip 
This is in response to “Trailer Connector 
Corrosion” in RV Clinic in the September 2013 
issue. I made two improvements that work so 
well that I’ve never had to clean contacts in 
more than 20 years since I came up with this fi x, 
despite upstate New York’s weather. Even now 
the plug and receptacle look like new.

On the trailer end, I use a tethered plug 
cover, which I got at Camping World many years 
ago; it’s similar to the one by Fastway (www.fast 
waytrailer.com). The plug has to be stored in 
such a way that water won’t run down the cord 
and collect inside the cover. I mounted a spring-
type broom clamp to the back of the angle iron 
support for the battery box so it’s a simple 
push-on to hold the plug in its stored position.

On the tow vehicle end, I found a pipe-end 
protector or cap made of orange plastic that’s 
used to protect pipe and tubing ends during 
shipping. The manufacturer is Caplugs (888-
227-5847, if you can’t fi nd one locally). It has a 
¹⁄8-inch lip that needs to be trimmed. It will slide 
inside the 7-pin receptacle perfectly, keeping 
the contacts clean.
Chuck Lewis, Oneida, New York q
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To send your submission,    write to: 10-Minute Tech,    2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard,    California 93036 or email: 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. 
Please include an illustration or photo if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you 
$35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.

Fastidious About Funnels
I got tired of having an assortment of funnels lying around 
everywhere and getting dirty. I took a 5-gallon plastic pail and cut 
various size holes in the lid for funnels to drain into the pail. I then 
cover the funnels with a plastic trash bag and the funnels stay clean 
and dry for the next use.
John Siefker, Saline, Michigan

Wind It Up
As I get older, the 50-amp electrical cord gets heavier, and 
with the cold weather, it also gets harder to coil. Using 
a piece of scrap plywood, three 6-inch bolts, three nuts, 
three washers, two 1-inch U-bolts and some fl exible 
tubing, I made a permanent attachment to my RV’s ladder. 
I can now wind the electrical cord into a small coil with an 
inside diameter of 13 inches and an outside diameter of 20 
inches. The bolts are fastened to the plywood so that the 
space between the bolts is 11¹⁄2 inches. Flexible tubing is 
slid over the bolt threads so they do not cut the electrical 
cord. After winding, the coil can be removed and is now 
small enough to place in a compartment in the RV.
Mike Villa, St. George, Utah
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Now is the time...
Purchase a new or pre-owned RV or refinance your 
existing RV loan with competitive rates. Good Sam 
Finance Center has experienced RV associates ready  to 
provide fast, convenient, and flexible service to make the 
process hassle-free so you can focus on enjoying your RV.

Thinking of Purchasing...
Did you know that Good Sam Finance Center offers 
financing for private party and dealer purchases? 
Whether you are purchasing an RV from your neighbor 
or dealer down the street or across country, we have the  
RV financing you may need.

Thinking of Refinancing...
If you’d like to take advantage of the current interest 
rates and the potential to reduce your monthly 
payments, refinancing your existing RV loan may make 
financial sense - get the ball rolling today!

Are you a Full-Timer?
Good Sam Finance Center offers financing for the  
perfect RV to call home. Contact us for rates and 
terms for full-timer financing.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE COMPETITIVE RATES!
PURCHASE OR REFINANCE your RV with APRs* as low as 4.39%**

4.39APR*
%**

on loan amounts of
$50K+

&

CALL
1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 528 GoodSamRVLoans.com/528

VISIT

  * Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.
**  APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2004 model 

year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA 
Used Wholesale Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Information is accurate as of January 31, 2014. This offer is not available to 
applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms. Financing provided through Good Sam Finance Center.

     © 2014 Good Sam Finance Center.   GRL29585 - 0214

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

4.79APR*
%**

on loan amounts of
$25K-$49,999

Rates are accurate as of January 31, 2014. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. See website for current rates and terms, including for loan amounts below $25,000.
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ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --  
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV & 
Ozone resistant -- good to 300  ̊F. 5-year warranty.  
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com       

BOOKS

RV ZION TO ARCHES GUIDE BOOK DETAILED 
Road guide to all parks. Both in Kindle Ebook 
& print copy. For preview, go to web link 
below & click Ebook of choice, then “peek” 
inside book’s content. www.southutahparks.com  

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991 
To buy 800-272-0401 
To sell 800-952-0401. 
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.    

MULTI RESORT YEAR AROUND CAMPING  
Membership, based in NC w/ability to camp 
across USA & Canada for $10-$15 per night. 
Asking  $5,000 was $7,000. Call  George 
at 919-603-3819 or cell 845-978-3690.  

HELP WANTED

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS--Travel and 
stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income 
selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65% 
commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training. 
www.SoutheastPublications.com    

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas 
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village 
RV Lots $20’s, RV Casitas $120s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com    

INVESTMENTS

EARN 6% INTEREST 
PER ANNUM 
1 (855) 306-3223 Toll Free 
Not available in some states.    

LEGAL SERVICES

MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $ 
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated. 
• Go with 36+ years experienced law fi rm. 
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com    

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT

MINNEAPOLIS AREA-RV LOTS by the 
Mississippi River in private RV park with 
full hookups, pool, views. (1 mo min) 
Visit us at:  www.mrarvpark.com 

OWN A PIECE OF PARADISE MINUTES TO OCEAN 
City, MD. Private gated co-op RV park w/pool & 
pavilion. Lot includes shed, concrete pad & patio, 
w/asphalt driveway. Call 302-324-8833  

MAIL FORWARDING

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD  
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$  
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700  
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us fi rst!      

OUR MAIL TRAVEL SERVICE • 800-723-0110 
• Merritt Island, Fl. No State Income Tax  
• No Vehicle Inspection •  Low RV Reg 
24 Yrs Exp • FREE BROCHURE • mailtravelservice.com   

MOTORHOMES WANTED

WANTED 
Have Cash, Will Travel 
For 1998 and newer diesel coaches. 
www.rvgone.com 
Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807. 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com 
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD. 
60,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings 
www.RVT.com or 1.877.705.0025      

RV REGISTRY 
www.rvregistry.com 
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels 
For Sale by Owners 
No Sales Commissions 
Buyers/Sellers   800-546-8457 

RV SHOWS

See latest designs of Mobile Suites 
Join us for the 
SOITCNationalRally.com 
June 9-15, 2014  

RV SITES FOR SALE

SPANISH COVE - RV LOT: 13 BUENA VISTA 
Dr, Lillian, AL 36549. $23K. Convenient 
to Pensacola NAS & Johnson (Fed’l) Beach.  
More info at spanishcove.org and  
esduke@aol.com  

SERVICES

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE! 
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding 
Call    888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net    
   

ACTION SERVICES, LLC 
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service 
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com      

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS 
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save  
over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for  
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com 
Mountain States Consulting   800-565-4504   

TOURS

RV Tours & Rallies across North America 
Alaska•Canada•USA•Mexico+Overseas 
Visitwww.AdventureCaravans.com or 
call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897  

WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES 
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA 
Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC 
Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede 
800-952-8496  www.fantasyrvtours.com  

For advertising information contact Kathy Schurman:
Phone 763-497-2458    Fax 270-438-4757    Email Kathy.Schurman@goodsam.com 

Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classifi ed Department, 516 Maple Knoll Way NW, St. Michael, MN 55376
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TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER hauler, 330 Cummins  
auto, 15 mpg solo, seats 6, all air ride, huge  
stor. New Horizons RV 38’ 3 S/O, RR L/R, rustic  
cherry, king, 3 fi replace, loaded. Sell sep. 
623-451-7121.    

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2001 FL60 FREIGHTLINER FULL TIME RVer, 
Cat 3126, 6 spd RoadRanger, 35K brakes, 
seats 5-6, sleeps 1-2, rr seat bd, massive 
storage, all AirRide, 74K mi.  623-451-7121  

2006 GMC C7500 RV HAULER, 275 HP 
860 torque. Air ride: seats, cab, F&R axles, 
hitch. Huge storage tool boxes. leather,  
snd proof, 41K miles.   623-451-7121   

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

 
NEW 2014 Heartland Landmark Key Largo 
Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $73,900! Guar Best  
Price! 888-255-6907. New units-Loaded. Cust order 
avail no chg. View New/Used Units.www.rvs4less.net

Eggcamper LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC 
EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer 
EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR 
www.eggcamper.com  616-437-9255  

NEW 2014 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: Loaded 
Only $97,581 New units-Cust order avail at no chg. 
Guar Best Price! More info at 888-255-6907. View 
Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net                  

NATION’S LOW PRICED 5th WHEEL EXPERTS 
Huge inventory of new/used high end 5ths 
DRV Mobile Suites, Lifestyle, Trilogy, HitchHiker 
View units at www.kansasrvcenter.com 
800-835-0676 or sales@nuwa.com for info          

2010 NORTH COUNTRY 29’ TRAVEL TRAILER 
W/SLIDE-OUT. ONLY USED TWICE. 
$17,500. NV. CALL 775-423-3618 OR 
775-423-7004

TRAILERS, ACCESSORIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!
For advertising information contact Kathy Schurman:

Phone 763-497-2458    Fax 270-438-4757    Email Kathy.Schurman@goodsam.com 
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classifi ed Department, 516 Maple Knoll Way NW, St. Michael, MN 55376

 Keep your RV running in tip-top
 shape using our Expert Tech Tips
 and RV How-To Video Libraryand RV How-To Video Library

 Access anytime from your PC,
 Mac or Mobile Device

*Limited time offer expires April 1, 2014. Valid on Annual Membership only. 
Discount cannot be combined with other offers.

RV HOW-TO

VIDEO
YOUR DESTINATION FOR

Full-Access™ Exclusive
Videos Include:
• Appliances & Utilities
• Electronics & Accessories
• Maintenance & Repair
• Power & Water Systems
• Sanitation Systems
•And Much More!

Go to http://go.trailerlife.tv/tlvideo
to claim your discount and learn more!

• Power & Water Systems

SAVE30%

Presented by:

LIMITED TIME OFFER 
ONLY $20.98/YEAR!

 Keep your RV running in tip-top
 shape using our Expert Tech Tips
 and RV How-To Video Library

 Access anytime from your PC,
 Mac or Mobile Device

*Limited time offer expires Oct 30, 2013. Valid on Annual Membership only. 
Discount cannot be combined with other offers.

RV HOW-TO

VIDEO
YOUR DESTINATION FOR

Full-Access™ Exclusive
Videos Include:
• Appliances & Utilities
• Electronics & Accessories
• Maintenance & Repair
• Power & Water Systems
• Sanitation Systems
•And Much More!

Go to TrailerLife.TV/TL11
to claim your discount and learn more!

SAVE30%

Presented by:

LIMITED TIME OFFER 
ONLY $20.98/YEAR!
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TO ADVERTISE IN CLASSIFIEDS 
KATHY SCHURMAN

763-497-2458
kathyschurman@goodsam.com
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Bill will be on Madeline Island, Wisconsin. To connect with Bill, email him at roadscribe@aol.comNEXT MONTH

AMERICA’S 
OUTBACK by Bill GravesCLINTON, TENNESSEE by Bill Graves

Appalachian 
Antiques
Taking a walk down memory 
lane in Clinton, Tennessee

Most of the 25 antique 
shops in this riverfront 
town cluster on or 
around Market Street. 
Each offers aged 
pieces of Americana, 
most of it from the 
heart of Appalachia. 

East Tennessee is part of Appalachia. 
It has the soft peaks and broad, river 

valleys of the Appalachian Mountains 
that run up the East Coast. It’s the home 
of the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park and the country-music metropolis 
of Knoxville. Here, too, is “the secret 
city” of Oak Ridge, where the nuclear 
material was secretly produced for the 

two atomic bombs that ended World War II.
The roots of the homegrown folks run deep into 

Appalachia. I suspect many can tell stories of their early 
kin, their struggles with poverty, of life and death in the coal 
mines, of clan feuding and makin’ moonshine.  

Remnants of those days are found in antique shops all 
over eastern Tennessee. But nowhere are antiques and 
collectibles bought and sold with more frequency than 
in Clinton, population less then 10,000. It has 25 antique 
stores — more than any town this size that I’ve been in. 

I normally don’t go into antique stores, but in Clinton, 
it’s what you do. I discovered they were selling as antiques 
things that were in my life when I was a kid. I watched 
a couple happily paying good money for a corrugated 
washboard. I remember when my grandmother appeared 
equally happy when she tossed hers in the trash, the day 
she realized her new washing machine had replaced it.  

Then again, this is bluegrass country, where music is 
often made with a washboard in the mix. That couple may 
have been famous musicians, who I would have recognized, 
if only their world of music connected with mine. 

Most of the antique stores are on Market Street. Two 
days a year, in May and October, the town closes the 
street to cars. Shop owners move merchandise out under 
canopies on the sidewalk, and they have an antique festival 
that goes all day. 

Walking up Market Street, I was intrigued by a neon 
sign in a store window that said “Marvel Comics.” Inside, it 
looked like a shipping room where only someone who had 

worked there a long time could fi nd things.
Steve Jennings, the owner, was at a desk facing the 

door. He was wearing steel-rimed glasses on his forehead. 
The desk was covered with papers, boxes and an open 
checkbook. He obviously had plenty going on. Being a 
Southern gentleman, he made me feel that, since I was 
there, everything could wait.  

Steve has been selling comics and action toys here — 
new as well as collectibles — for more than 30 years. He 
works six days a week. “Most of my business is walk in,” he 
said. “Lots of kids.  Families drive up here from Knoxville, 
shop and stay the night. And folks bring in collections, 
which I buy. Always ask questions though. Occasionally, 
someone tries to sell me stolen stuff. I can tell. And I don’t 
want it.”

“Ever sell on eBay?” I asked.
“Not now. I’ve got a thousand pieces waiting to be 

priced. I’ve been here since ’83, ya know,” he said, as if 
rationalizing work that he had been neglecting for a good 
while. He has an inventory of more than 300,000 comics 
with 80 to 100 new ones coming in every Wednesday.  

What he calls “showcase comics” can go for as much 
as $80 to $100 a copy. A more typical collectible would be a 
John Wayne comic for $30. 

“No one has the back issues like we do,” he said. 
I didn’t ask to see any. I should have. I missed a chance 

to look back into a world, an earlier time, to which I am still 
connected.

Welcome to America’s Outback. q
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