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Powerhouse generators are
available in seven models from

500 watts to 6500 watts.
www.powerhouse-products.com

Powerhouse Generators…Powering life in the great outdoors.TM

Whether it’s a day on the lake or a week in the woods, Powerhouse 
generators deliver performance you can depend on. Pure, clean 
inverter power that is safe for sensitive electronics, quiet enough to 
enjoy in camp and stingy with fuel. So next trip, take Powerhouse 
along, and add a little convenience to your adventure.

Wherever 
adventure 
takes you... 
Powerhouse is there.

Husky Towing Products, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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Connect with us...

The Gift
Giving Back for the Holidays

The holiday season is close at hand and many of you are bustling about trying to
find that perfect gift for a friend or family member. We can help with that some-

time hapless hunt. Check out page 49 for our Holiday Gift Buyer’s Guide chock full of
goodies that should make any RV enthusiast smile when he or she unwraps it. But
what if this year we also think of those less fortunate than ourselves; those who may
not be lucky enough to get out on the open road and enjoy RVing, seeing America, hik-
ing, fishing and participating in other recreational activities.

Many organizations support protecting these activities. You can help through vol-
unteerism with gifts of your time or money that can help change people’s lives, the life
of an animal, or make a difference in the world. Here are just a few of the organiza-
tions we are familiar with or have been involved with in some way.

NatureBridge (415-992-4700, www.naturebridge.org) has introduced almost 1
million students to national parks through environmental education programs. The
National Wildlife Federation (800-822-9919, www.nwf.org) works to inspire Ameri-
cans to protect wildlife for our children’s future through education, conservation and
restoration of habitat. You can find NWF programs right in your own community.

Through Adopt-A-Pet (800-Save-A-Pet, www.adoptapet.com) you can learn about
pet adoption and search for dogs, cats and others animals that might be the perfect
addition to your family. The site offers a national database of animal shelters with
Adopt-A-Pet programs and all the necessary information to walk you through the
steps leading to a successful pet adoption. 

There is also A Million Thanks (www.amillionthanks.com), a campaign to show
appreciation for the United States’ military men and women through letters, emails
and cards. This organization is also working with the Wounded Warrior Project
(877-832-6997, www.woundedwarriorproject.org), Wounded Soldier’s Wish
(www.woundedsoldierswish.org) and Armed Forces Children’s Education Fund
(www.afcef.org).

Feeding America (800-771-2303, www.feedingamerica.org) advocates for pro-
grams and policies that put food on the table for struggling Americans. Feed My
Starving Children (763-504-2919, www.fmsc.org), takes monetary donations to buy
food supplies that get packaged by volunteers and shipped to impoverished coun-
tries. These programs feed millions of people each year.

These organizations can be supported by donations and they can use your help
as volunteers. So this year while you are out shopping for loved ones, we encourage
you to also consider a gift of your time to one of these fine groups. q

– Stuart Bourdon, editor-in-chief

facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine  twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

Check out Alan Rider’s exclusive Trailer Life RV travel
blog: The Scenic Route. Head to www.trailerlife.com to

read stories from the road filed under RV Blog. Take the journey with Rider as he
retraces and explores America’s Byways, our country’s most beautiful drives.  
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Write to: Trailer Life, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N., Suite 200, Minneapolis, MN 55447
or e-mail info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.TALK TO US!

Nightly TonnageGreat RV People in Oregon 
We would like to let your readers
know about people in Oregon who
went out of their way to help a trav-
eler in trouble and give a big “Thank
You” to Willamette Wine Country RV
Park (Dayton, Ore.), Chuck Colvin
Auto Center (McMinnville, Ore.) and
Logan Road RV Park (Lincoln City,
Ore.). On a Sunday, while headed to
the Oregon coast, my truck lost
power. The Good Sam website helped
me find a nearby RV park and when I
explained my problem and told them I
did not know how long it would take to
get my truck fixed, they told me not to
worry.

I arrived at Chuck Colvin Auto Cen-
ter when they opened Monday morn-
ing. With no appointment, they took my
truck in first thing, quickly diagnosed
the problem and told me it would take
three hours to fix. They offered to give
me a ride back to Dayton and pick me
up when the truck was done.  By 11:30
a.m. they had us back on the road.

It is nice to find strangers (now
new friends), who put customer rela-
tions first. They saved our vacation and
showed there are still Good Samari-
tans who help a stranger in distress.
Gary and Janet Prouty, Rainier, Wash.

Great Platte River Road
Archway Stop
Regarding the Great Platte River Road
Archway Monument briefly mentioned
in the article, “Flying Back,” on page 29
of Trailer Life’s August 2012 issue, we
stopped at this site a couple of years
ago. It was great. We think it warrants
an entire article. Too bad the ingress
and egress are difficult, but it is a must-
see for anyone traveling I-80. Thanks
for sharing.
Sharon Darnell, Prather, Calif.

Go 5th and Go Forth
I feel compelled to compliment Larry
Walton on his article covering the art
and science of fifth-wheel hitches,
“5th and Go Forth,” page 44, Septem-
ber 2012 Trailer Life. I was especially
interested in the point he made re-
garding trailer leveling and bed clear-
ance, about needing at least 6 inches
of clearance, perhaps more if you are
moving the trailer off-road or on 
uneven ground. Unfortunately in 2007-
08, most of the major truck manufac-
turers raised the height of the bed
rails by 2 inches because they thought
it improved the appearance (it doesn’t)
and to increase the cubic cargo capac-
ity of the truck bed.

However they apparently did so
without taking into consideration that
there are at least as many (or more)
truck owners towing fifth-wheel and
goose-neck trailers than there are

hauling loads of rock and sand, and
created a whole bunch of problems
Miles Johnson, Lebanon, Tenn. 

Correction
The Hitch Weight and Gross Weight in
the Winnebago One 32BH review were
inadvertently switched in “Fly Ball”
(September 2012, Trailer Life). The
Hitch Weight (dry) is 760 pounds and the
Gross Weight (dry) is 7,800 pounds. q

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

How do you stay in
touch with loved ones
while on the road?

42% Cell phone
25% Email
22% Facebook/social media
8% They'll never find me
3% Snail mail

I just wanted to tell you that my October issue of Trailer Life just arrived in
my mailbox. I opened it up, and what a thrill it was to see Bill Graves’ “Amer-
ica’s Outback” on the Soo Locks. My husband and I were born and raised in
Cheboygan, Mich., but we lived in the Soo for two years when my husband
was transferred there with Glens Markets. We now live in Lewiston, Mich.,
between Gaylord and Alpena. My grandpa, as a young boy, used to be a deck-
hand on those ships and so many times I would hear him refer to the
freighters as the "one-thousand footers." When you mentioned that in your
article, I instantly thought about Grandpa Vieau and the stories he would tell
about having to quit school at 16 years old, and go to work as a deckhand out
on the Great Lakes to help feed his family back home in Cheboygan. He later
became a captain on the State Ferries in Mackinaw City. He passed away in
1997, but he always had a love for the Great Lakes and those freighters.
Thanks for bringing back the wonderful memories. I just love reading your
articles. Keep up the great work, and safe travels to you always.
- Suzanne Cronk, Lewiston, Mich.

BIG BOATS
» Often referred to as a great wonder of the world, the Soo
Locks are one of the busiest waterways on the planet. Guests
at the Soo Locks Visitor Center can view a film on the history
and operation of the locks, as well as exhibits, maps and pho-
tographs throughout their storied history. Since 1971, more
than 13 million people have visited the Soo Locks.



With DuPont™ Corian® solid surface, your countertops are just as beautiful as the places you drive them 
to. Beautiful, nonporous and durable, DuPont™ Corian® solid surface is the #1 U.S. brand in kitchen and 
bathroom countertops, and a sure sign of a quality RV manufacturer. Also, due to its incomparable quality, 
Corian® has had zero RV product warranty claims since 2006.

Visit www.rvsurfaces.dupont.com to learn more about DuPont™ Corian® solid surface and the quality RV 
manufacturers that use it.

YOUR HOUSE ON WHEELS MAY  
OUTDO YOUR HOUSE WITH THE ZIP CODE.

© 2012 E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. All rights reserved. The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™ and Corian® solid surfaces are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company or its affiliates. Photo courtesy of Keystone RV Cougar.
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(Main) The Hills & Dales Estate sees 8,000 visitors each year. (Right) In 1916, a large central fountain was built in
the first terrace of the garden. The fountain remains a must-see highlight for guests today.
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Setting foot onto the Hills &
Dales Estate in La Grange,
Ga., is stepping back in time
more than 180 years. In
1832, the property started
out as a small formal garden
called “The Terraces.” The
Ferrell family eventually
changed the property name
to Ferrell Gardens. By 1841,
Sarah Ferrell fashioned a
formal boxwood garden that
covered a series of six
terraces — originally cotton
fields — with steps and
retaining walls made of
native stone. And in 1911,
family friend Fuller E.
Callaway bought the
plantation when the Ferrells
passed away. 

Callaway and his wife,
Ida, commissioned noted 
architectural firm Hentz and
Reid to design a new home
on the property — one that
reflected an Italian-villa style
to complement Sarah’s 4-

acre terraced boxwood
garden. Completed in 1916,
the reputable Callaway
home has been referred to
as one of Neel Reid’s finest
designs and “a landmark of
the American Renaissance.”
Ida, mirroring Sarah’s
affection for the garden, took
Reid’s suggestion and
followed Italian inspiration
with the addition of classical
statuary and a large, central
fountain in the garden. The
Callaway family maintained
the property until 1998 when
the estate was then
bequeathed to the Fuller E.
Callaway Foundation and
has since been named the
Hills & Dales Estate;
opening to the public on
October 4, 2004. 

Today the 35-acre public
historic site includes tours of
the historic Ferrell Gardens,
Fuller E. Callaway family
home, and additional out-

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS

Natural Southern Beauty
Nearly Two Centuries of History in this Georgia Home

buildings and landscape. In
2010, the estate opened the
second and third floors of
the Fuller E. Callaway home
after a significant restoration
process for comfort and to
improve safety. Guests can
tour 12 rooms including the
Callaway’s master bedroom,
their children’s bedrooms,
the nursery, a Tudor-style
billiard room and Fuller
Callaway Jr.’s famous
seascape painting, among
other major rooms within
the home.

Open year-round, the
Hills & Dales Estate offers
seasonal hours with

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

closures on holidays; ticket
prices vary depending on the
tour type. The standard tour
of the home, including all
three floors and a video
presentation in the Visitor
Center, is offered at $15 for
adults and $7 for kids 7 and
older. A self-guided tour of
the greenhouse and 5–acre
formal boxwood gardens are
additional options. The home
also hosts various events
throughout the year, bringing
more than 8,000 annual
guests; 706-882-3242, 
www.hillsanddales.org.

December 8, 2012 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Floral
designer Jerry Rigby will host a Christmas Wreath
Workshop at Hills & Dales — all supplies, including
fresh greens from the garden, will be included in the
$35 per person event cost. Reservations are required.

AROUND
THE BEND

http://www.hillsanddales.org


facebook.com/trailerlifemagazine 

twitter.com/trailerlifemag

WEB-EXCLUSIVE

Gain special subscriber-only access
to more detailed information, extra
photos and videos about new-product
installs and trailer and tow-vehicle tests. 

VIP ACCESS

BLOGS

RV LINKS

Join our RV Blog-O-Sphere for
exclusive commentary, reviews and
photos — where Trailer Life and
others blog about all things RV. 

Browse through our RV Links section
for additional information about the
best campgrounds, services and other
info from the Good Sam family.

Trailer Life editors take you inside
the industry with the latest in RV
news and offer a forum so you can
ask the experts for tips on RV
maintenance and new products.

Sign up for Trailer Life magazine’s
RSS feed to receive instant news,
articles and updates.

In this month’s Web Exclusive, delve
deeper into New Mexico’s El Malpais
National Monument with additional 
photos not shown in the magazine.

Get sneak peeks
at upcoming covers  
before they hit 
newsstands. 

by Amanda Lepinski

The Elkhart, Ind.-based RV/MH Hall
of Fame, coming off the heels of the
prosperous five-month $100,000
challenge to avoid closure, has
again partnered with the Ingram
family this time issuing the Burn
the Bank Note challenge. The
Ingram family will contribute an
additional $50,000 if the Hall can
raise $150,000 by April 30, 2013.

The first Ingram challenge
intended to reduce the Hall’s bank
loan from 1st Source Bank by
$200,000; that fundraiser brought
in more than $270,000. Those
funds, combined with other savings,
has brought the Hall’s $828,000
debt down to $283,000. Darryl
Searer, Hall president and CEO,
said, “With normal monthly
payments, our 1st Source Bank
Loan balance at the end of April
2013 will be down to $201,000.”
Searer is confident that the Burn
the Bank Note challenge will end
the Hall’s debt struggle, “If we are
able to meet the Ingram family’s
$50,000 challenge by raising

$150,000, we will be able to retire
that debt and burn the bank note.”

“The real heroes responsible for
this turnaround are the hundreds of
friends of the Hall who have opened
their hearts and pocketbooks
because they believe the Hall is the
shining star of the RV and MH
industries,” Searer said. The Hall is
open to the public and offers display
trailers, motorhomes, photos and
memorabilia dating back to the
1920s and 1930s. Contributions can
be made by mail, in person at the
Hall, by phone or online. All gifts
are tax deductible. For more infor-
mation or to contribute, call 
800-378-8694 or visit 
www.rvmhhalloffame.org.

Readers Jan an
d Sulaine Pede

rsen took firs
t place at

the SunnyBrook
 International

 Rally held in
 Mackinaw

City, Mich., f
or their Hawai

ian-themed tra
iler scene. 

READERS ON THE ROAD

If you’d like a chance to be a featured reader, send us an email with your name, location,
where you’re camping and an image of you with your trailer to info@trailerlife.com.

RV/MH Hall of Fame Issues New Challenge

Early 20th century RVs 
are showcased at the Hall.

http://www.rvmhhalloffame.org
http://www.facebook.com/trailerlifemagazine
http://www.twitter.com/trailerlifemag
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AROUND
THE BEND

NEWSWIRE

Increased RV Sales
The Twin Cities Metro RV Dealers 
Association in Minnesota is seeing
double-digit growth in 2012, a drastic
improvement from 2008. Minnesota’s
diverse terrain, most residents living
within 50 miles of a state park and
convenient access to outdoor
recreation, are reasons Tim Niemeyer
of Niemeyer Trailer Sales in Maple
Grove, Minn., said contribute to
Minnesota’s RV industry growth; 
763-420-2727, www.niemeyers.com.

RVIA Presents Award to HGTV
The Recreational Vehicle Industry Asso-
ciation (RVIA) honored HGTV and Nancy
Glass Productions with a Distinguished
Achievement in Journalism Award at
America’s Largest RV Show in Hershey,
Pa., for exemplary coverage of the RV
industry or RV travel before national
audiences. In 2012, HGTV aired
coverage of 22 RVs from all major
product classes and followed three
families on their quest to purchase an
RV; www.hgtv.com.

Plan Your Park
Parking your trailer overnight at a
nearby Walmart is not possible in all
locations. A Carlisle, Pa., Walmart store
made the news recently by prohibiting
parking for an extended time on its lot.
Violators there risk being ticketed or
towed. Another Walmart store near
Chicago towed a $1.2 million RV earlier
this year for violating its no-camping
policy. Avoid this disaster by plotting
your route in advance with overnight RV-
parking-permitted destinations nearby.

BUSINESS RECOGNITION LAW ENFORCEMENT

At a mere 10 feet long and 5 feet
wide, the Vistabule Teardrop travel
trailer makes up in convenience and
affordability what it lacks in size.
With a dry weight of roughly 1,240
pounds, the Vistabule can be towed
behind nearly any vehicle (check
your vehicle manufacturer’s towing
specs for guidelines). The Vistabule’s
teardrop design allows viewing the
night stars while enjoying the
comfort of the queen-size convert-
ible sofa bed at the front of the
trailer. The Vistabule offers storage

under the bed, within the headboard
and storage for clothing, gear and
dishes at the rear. The bed folds into
a couch while nearby small side
tables can be folded, unfolded or
used as window blockers in the
bedroom/living area. A galley sits in
the rear where food, and pots and
pans share the space of a two-
burner cooktop, a sink with running
water and space for a cooler. The
trailers can be custom made and
start at $12,995; 888-495-3166,
www.vistabule.com.

For the Cozy Camper
Protect Your Pet
As the holidays roll around, you can’t
forget about man’s best friend. Made
with quick-drying breathable fleece that
protects/shields your pet from most
conditions, the Climate Changer by
Ruffwear is available in burnt orange,
purple dusk and granite gray. This light-
weight jacket also has reflective tape
sewn into the seams for low-light
visibility. Ruffwear sent us a sample and
our dog loved the comfort and ease of
accessiblity. A full-side zipper allows for
easy pull on and off for your furry friend.
Sizes are available from XXS-XL. MSRP:
$59.99; 888-783-3932,
www.ruffwear.com.

http://www.vistabule.com
http://www.ruffwear.com
http://www.hgtv.com
http://www.niemeyers.com
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New for 2013, the Good Sam RV Travel
Guide and Campground Directory
combines two of the RV industry’s most
popular and respected brands — the
Trailer Life Directory and Woodall's
Campground Directory — into one
complete and comprehensive volume. 

The publishers of the Good Sam RV
Travel Guide have taken all of the insight
and savvy that have gone into both popular
directories and created an indispensable
guide chock-full of lifestyle features,
regional trip guides and essential travel
facts. Get vital tech tips to use in your
travels and learn about must-see points of
interest in all of North America’s states
and provinces. The Good Sam RV Travel
Guide’s meal and fitness planner helps you
take care of your body as well as your RV,
while our RoadReady section features
helpful products designed to add fun and

convenience to your journeys.
Of course, the directory’s comprehen-

sive RV park listings include details on
16,000 North American RV parks and
campgrounds, including nearly 2,000 Good
Sam Park discount locations.

Good Sam is also using the Trailer Life
campground rating system, giving RVers
one clear standard by which to judge RV
parks. The three-number rating that 
accompanies each campground listing in
the 2013 Good Sam RV Travel Guide and
Campground Directory gives readers a
snapshot of the campground’s amenities,
cleanliness and environment.

As an exclusive benefit, Good Sam Club
members can buy the directory for only
$9.95 — more than half-off the non-
member price of $25.95. To reserve a copy
of your directory, call 877-209-6655 or click
on www.trailerlifedirectory.com/2013.

One-Stop Travel Resource
The Good Sam RV Travel Guide and Campground Directory puts trusted RV resources in your hands
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RV ACTION LINE
TRAILER LIFE TO THE RESCUE
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Leveling a Landmark
» We purchased a 2012 Heartland
Landmark Grand Canyon fifth-wheel
in October of 2011 — and chose this
vehicle because we thought it was a
high-end RV. [After several problems],
our main concern is the leveling sys-
tem. 

I thought we were getting a six-
point system, and we got a four-point
instead. We left for Florida in Novem-
ber. Upon arrival and setting up our RV,
the frame started [making] a cracking
noise whenever the three slides were
out. This went on for four-and-a-half
months. 

We called Heartland, and they told
us they haven’t had any such com-
plaints. We also called our dealer and
made him aware of our problem. When
we returned home in April, we called
our dealer, Dan, and explained our sit-
uation and were told to bring the fifth-
wheel in for them to check it out. After
a few weeks, they told me that if I had
purchased my RV one month later,
Heartland would have installed a six-
point system on our Landmark. My
dealer told me they would install two
additional hydraulic jacks at his cost,
which they have done. Dan has been
dealing with Heartland and [jack sup-
plier] Lippert Components, to no avail,
to recover the cost for installing the ad-
ditional jacks. Heartland blames Lip-
pert, and Lippert feels it is Heartland’s
problem. 

We have had other problems with
our new unit — replaced bicycle hitch,
shipping bolts not removed and the air
conditioner replaced — all of which

were taken care of under warranty. Also,
the air mattress on the sofa bed went
bad in three months — and I was never
reimbursed for the $34.71 for sending
the old mattress back to the dealer.

I feel when you purchase an RV that
lists for $96,000, and have the problems
we have had in four months, that we
should be reimbursed. 
Glenn Heflin, New Oxford, Pa.

THE COMPANY RESPONDED

The Heflins purchased a 2012 Heartland
Landmark Grand Canyon on November
11, 2011. Heartland RV provides a one-
year warranty against manufacturing
defects to the original purchaser. 

When this unit was produced, on
October 14, 2011, Heartland RV built all
Landmarks with a four-point 
hydraulic leveling system and utilized
electric rear jacks. This is what was
charged to the dealer and that is what
was on the invoice when the Heflins
purchased the unit. 

If the Heflins chose to have the six-
point hydraulic system installed on their
unit, it would be considered a modifica-
tion/upgrade and, therefore, they would
have to pay to have the changes made to
their unit. Heartland’s warranty covers
manufacturing defects; there is not a
defect present with the hydraulic level-
ing system.

We will reimburse the Heflins for the
$34.71 for the air mattress. The air mat-
tress should have come with a bag to put
it back in after each use rather than
folding it up in the bed. This bag is to
prevent damage to the mattress from
the mechanism. 

There is a weight limit on the rear
bike rack. If not maintained, there is a
chance of failure. Heartland RV will not
reimburse for the new, bigger hitch to be
installed.

Respectfully,
James Fenner, customer service manager,
Heartland Recreational Vehicles

TAKE ACTION » After exhausting all other resources without success, please forward information
with copies of appropriate bills and correspondence to RV Action Line, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N, Suite 200,
Minneapolis, MN 55447. Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. No phone calls, please.

“A Rotting Roof”
Follow-Up
Wayne and Judy Smith originally contacted RV Action Line with concerns over
their travel trailer’s persistent roof mildew. After the Smiths sent us all required
documentation, we investigated and contacted Dicor on their behalf. The case
was first published in the October 2012 issue (“A Rotting Roof”). Following its
publication, Dicor contacted the Smiths directly and made an offer to provide the
materials to repair their trailer. 

» We would like to thank you for your letter to Dicor (RV Action Line, Oct.
2012). As an RV consumer it was difficult for us to understand and deal with all
of the the negative effects of what appeared to be mold and mildew. We were
given several different opinions from the dealer, manufacturer and service
techs. Our concerns were how this would affect the life of the roof, would it
spread to the interior or was it just cosmetic? 

Since [you intervened], Dicor has agreed to furnish the replacement 
materials, and this will solve all of our unanswered questions. 

We are convinced that without your intervention, Dicor may not have offered
to provide the materials. Although thank you is not an adequate response, we
thank you greatly for your assistance. Keep up the good work!
Wayne and Judy Smith, Monroe, N.C.

“We have had
other problems

with our new unit,
all of which were

taken care of
under warranty...”



Lake Weir Living, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card

http://www.weirliving.com


dehydration due to the dry
atmosphere at higher elevations
increase the risk of frostbite at high
elevations.

PREVENTION
To prevent against frostbite, protect
the skin from exposure to tempera-
tures at or below freezing. If your
body gets cold enough, the flesh will
freeze, whether you’re outside riding
a snowmobile or on a hike. While it’s
important to wear proper clothing,
such as gloves and boots, prevention
is about keeping your clothing dry. If
your gloves and boots get wet, they
will not protect you. 

Prevention also depends on your
body functioning properly, so it can
easily pump warm blood to the
extremities to keep them from
freezing. Your body is kept warm
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by Stuart Bourdon

Chill Factor
Protect Yourself From the Elements

Frostbite most often happens to
mountaineers and people who
work outdoors in cold weather.

However, it can also affect everyday
outdoor enthusiasts, such as RVers,
who enjoy winter activities. You are at
risk anytime you are exposed to tem-
peratures below freezing. 

Frostbite is considered a medical
emergency because it can lead to
tissue destruction. Most often
frostbite affects the extremities —
fingers and toes, hands and feet —
but it can also damage the nose,
ears, cheeks, forehead and shins,
because these parts of your body are
either naturally exposed to the cold
or there is little blood flow there to
deliver warmth to the tissues. 

The combination of cold
temperature, hypoxia (reduced
oxygen uptake while breathing) and

OUTDOORSMAN: FROSTBITE

Layered
Begin with a wicking 

base layer, next a good 
insulating mid-layer such
as fleece, then a water-

proof shell.



EPA est. 25 HWY MPG based on Ram V6 4x2. Actual results may vary. Ram Laramie V8 with EPA est. 20 HWY MPG shown. See dealer for 

a copy of the powertrain limited warranty. Ram, Pentastar, and Guts. Glory. Ram. are registered trademarks of Chrysler Group LLC.

http://www.ramtrucks.com
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through exertion, and if you are unable
to move about freely and generate body
warmth through exercise, you are more
vulnerable to frostbite. Being well
nourished is also important, because
that gives your body the fuel it needs to
generate energy to keep the internal
fires burning. If you have a medical
condition that results in impaired
circulation, you are more vulnerable to
frostbite. If you become dehydrated,
your blood thickens and will not move
as easily to all parts of your body, and
you become more vulnerable.   

To help prevent frostbite, keep all
parts of your body covered, including the
head (ears are extremely vulnerable)
and hands. When appropriate, wear a
neck warmer, and use hand and foot
warmers inside mittens and boots.
Carry back-ups of critical clothing items
such as gloves, mittens, boots, socks,
etc. Do not tolerate any level of
numbness or wet clothing. Take
immediate and appropriate action if you
think you are experiencing frostbite
symptoms.

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS
One of the first symptoms of emerging
frostbite is numbness. If you can’t feel
them, that’s a clue: they’re numb. In
fact, if you can’t feel the end of your
boot, your feet are numb, and you are
in the first stages of frostbite. The
same goes for fingers, ears, cheeks
and other parts of the body. If they 
become numb, they are frozen and
need immediate treatment.

We need to intentionally pay special
attention to the parts of the body that are
most vulnerable such as those that
aren’t causing discomfort. Periodically,
wiggle fingers and toes and test to see
that you can still feel them. For the face
and ears, exercise the facial muscles
and feel for numbness. Check your ears
with your fingers. As frostbite increases,
the skin may take on a waxy pallor and
become slightly white or yellow in color.

Use a mirror to check your own face and
ears, and if you’re with companions use
the buddy system to check each other.
Do this frequently when the temperature
is below freezing and skin is exposed.

Blisters and swollen, gray or
blackened tissue are advanced signs of
frostbite. If you see these, the victim is
in serious need of immediate medical
attention.

TAKE ACTION
If a hand or foot is numb, take that
symptom seriously and move the victim
to a warm, dry shelter. 

If an individual with a frozen foot has
some distance to walk before reaching
safety, it’s better to keep the boot on the
frozen foot during the walk and then thaw
it later. Never thaw a frozen extremity if
there is any chance that it will refreeze.
Flesh that has once been frozen will be at
greater risk to future freezing. 

When you get the victim to a suitable
location, remove the boot and begin the
rewarming process. Be aware that the
rewarming (thawing) process is 
intensely painful. You can begin by 
inserting the frozen fingers or toes
beneath a friend’s armpit, if nothing more
suitable is available. A better method is to
immerse the limb in warm (not hot)
water (suggested is 105-110 degrees F).
The water will feel hot, but will do no
damage to the flesh, although it might do
some damage to the victim’s vocabulary.

After thorough thawing, loosely wrap
the limb to protect it while not 
impeding circulation. As soon as
possible, get the injured party to a
hospital for professional care.

Winter is an exciting and beautiful
time to be outdoors. There’s nothing
quite as scenic as being in an RV,
looking out the window at a postcard
view of a mountain campground
blanketed with snow. By taking proper
precautions, you can safely enjoy this
wonderful time of year and return with
memories that will last a lifetime. q

This information is instructional only and not
intended as medical advice. Consult a physi-
cian/trained medical personnel and/or hospital
immediately if you experience an emergency.

Hit the Road With
PAY-AS-YOU-GO TV

only from

For dates, times and 
more information, visit

http://www.gsevents.com/rv-shows.cfm

SEE THE DISH 
DISPLAY AT THESE 

RV/OUTDOOR SHOWS

New Mexico RV, Boat & Travel Show

Colorado RV Adventure Travel Show 

Chicago Boat, RV and Outdoors Show

Washington Camping RV Expo

New Jersey RV and Camping Show

Mid America RV Show

Minneapolis/ St. Paul RV,  
Vacation & Camping Show

Richmond Camping RV Expo

Kansas Sports, Boat & Travel Show

N.C. RV & Camping Show 

Atlantic City RV & Camping Show

Colorado RV, Sports, Boat & Travel Show

Rhode Island RV & Camping Show

Virginia RV & Boat Show

Summer Boat & RV Super Sale 

North Carolina Fall RV Show & Sale

Big East Powersports Show

Rocky Mountain Snowmobile Expo

Fall Atlantic City RV Show

St. Paul Ice Fishing & Winter Sports Show
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http://www.gsevents.com/rv-shows.cfm


Dish Network, Circle 116 on Reader Service Card

http://www.gotailgater.com
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by Len CousineauTHIS LAND: ANTIETAM NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD

Determined to maintain momentum
after the Confederate Army’s victory in

the Second Battle of Manassas, Va., in Au-
gust 1862, General Robert E. Lee wrote to
Confederate President Jefferson Davis just
one month later, “We cannot afford to be
idle.” The objectives of Lee’s plan were
multifaceted: secure supplies; influence
the fall midterm elections; and move the
war out of the southern state of Virginia
into Maryland, a Union state with divided
loyalties. 

Lee split his Army of Northern 
Virginia, sending some troops to Harpers
Ferry, the gateway to the Shenandoah
Valley, and ordering the rest to head
north and west to Maryland. The result-
ing incursion dramatically affected the
course of the Civil War and, in turn, the
nation. To this day, the Battle of Antietam

ranks as the bloodiest one-day battle in
American history.

Fog shrouded the farm fields of
western Maryland at dawn on Septem-
ber 17, 1862. The early morning silence
was shattered by cannon fire, beginning
a battle that would last for 12 hours,
would involve nearly 100,000 troops and
leave more than 23,000 soldiers dead.
Lee’s eventual retreat to Virginia pro-
vided President Abraham Lincoln with
the impetus to deliver the preliminary
Emancipation Proclamation, which ulti-
mately helped free more than 4 million
Americans. 

Today, visitors to Antietam National
Battlefield learn the intricacies of this 
vicious battle, including the strategies
used by the Union and the Confederate
armies, as well as the names of the six

generals who lost their lives as a result
of those 12 bloody hours. 

Visitors can choose which of the 
battlefield’s features they most want to
explore, but Civil War buffs will likely
want to watch the 26-minute introduc-
tory film, listen to a battlefield talk by a
park ranger, study the exhibits in the
museum and take the 8.5-mile self-
guided auto tour. True aficionados can
even immerse themselves more thor-
oughly in the battle by pursuing the more
detailed vehicle tour and the ranger
talks, and by taking a self-guided hike
through the famous battlegrounds such
as the Union Advance Trail, Final Attack
Trail and Cornfield Trail among  more. q

Antietam National Battlefield
301-432-5124, nps.gov/ancm

WORTH NOTING More than 500 cannons fired 50,000+ rounds of ammo in the Battle of Antietam. — National Park Service

Oh, Bloody Day
Thousands Fell on a Fog-Shrouded Farm

http://www.nps.gov/ancm


Honda Generators, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card

http://www.gen.honda.com
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Exploring America’s s
heritage an
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Story and photos Donna Ikenberry

E
l Malpais may mean “the
badlands” in Spanish, but
there’s nothing ugly about
the place. In fact, it is a lit-
tle-known treasure in New
Mexico. Pronounced El

Malpais (mal-pie-EES), the national mon-
ument was established in 1987 and pre-
serves 114,277 acres. The monument is a
stark, but phenomenally beautiful mix of
volcanic features such as lava flows, pres-
sure ridges, complex lava tube systems
and cinder cones, with sandstone bluffs
and mesa tops bordering the eastern side
of the structure. People have traveled
through and lived in this rugged region for
more than 10,000 years, so as we mo-
seyed along the 7.5-mile-long Zuni-
Acoma Trail searching for treasures like
wildflowers and snakes, we found pottery
shards (and left them where we found
them), something we don’t often see as
we explore the trails of our national parks
and monuments.

The Puebloan peoples of Acoma, La-
guna, Zuni and the Ramah Navajo all
traveled the same paths we traveled.
Today, these same tribes continue to
gather herbs and medicine here, and
they still pay respect to the landscape
and renew ties with it. The Zuni-Acoma
Trail is one of many ancient routes con-
necting the pueblos of Zuni and Acoma.
Hike it and you’ll see lava bridges made
by hand. Amazingly, the pottery rem-
nants we found date from as early as
850-900 A.D., with most dating between

1050-1150 A.D. The Ancestral Puebloans
lived along the edges of the lava flows,
but found refuge in the lava tube caves
when it was hot in summer and when the
cold winds blew in winter. They also
melted ice from the caves and stored the
water in pottery jars, caching for later
use.  

During our hike along the Zuni-
Acoma we were thrilled to know we were
also hiking part of the 3,100-mile-long
Continental Divide Trail, as well as 
following the path of the 1776
Dominguez-Escalante expedition.

We also found the three-mile-plus
trail to the Narrows superb. The trail fol-
lows above a narrow corridor formed
when lava flowed close to the base of the
sandstone mesa. Much of the lava we
saw that day was from the McCarty’s
crater, at 3,000 years, the youngest flow
in the area. We meandered along the
route, capturing the beauty of claret-cup
cacti along the way. We slowly gained 
elevation as we climbed to the top of the
500-foot sandstone mesa where we hiked
among ponderosa pines and ate lunch
with a fantastic view of the La Ventana
Arch. If you would rather not hike so far,
you can get a much closer view of the
arch by parking and hiking an easy trail to
near the base of the arch.  

In the southeast portion of the park
we found two highlights. The Lava Falls
Area, marked with cairns, was a fun
place to explore. An interpretive booklet
served as a fantastic way to learn more

(Left to right) La Ventana Natural Arch spans across the landscape at El Malpais National 
Monument. Puebloan ruins sometimes contain artifacts, like pottery, dating back as early as
850-900 A.D. Hikers can see the waterhole at the base of the sandstone bluff at El Morro.

southwestern cultural
d geographic marvels 
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about the lava. Late one afternoon we
drove to the Dittert Site, located south of
the monument in the El Malpais 
National Conservation Area and Cebolla
Wilderness. We followed a dirt two-track
more than a mile to a gate. From there
we walked to the ruins, probably built and
occupied by the Ancient Puebloans be-
tween 1000 and 1300 A.D. Visible from
the trailhead, look to the northeast at a
45-degree angle and you’ll see the ruins
about a half mile out.    

One day we explored the El Calderon
Area, located at the north end of El Mal-
pais, just off NM 53. A three-mile loop
trail led past Junction Cave, Double
Sinks, Bat Cave and El Calderon cinder
cone. Bat Cave is the home of Mexican
free-tailed bats in summer. Little brown
bats, pallid bats and Townsend’s big-
eared bats live in the monument year-
round and hibernate in this cave and

other caves throughout the region. There
are plenty of caves in El Malpais, but cur-
rently all caves are off limits to visitors to
protect the bats who live in them from
white-nose syndrome. Although the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service believes the
fungus that causes white-nose syn-
drome is spread from bat to bat, there is
a strong possibility that the disease is
transferred by humans carrying the fun-
gus on their clothing and caving gear. 

We found plenty to do in our days at
El Malpais, and could have stayed even
longer. The Joe Skeen BLM Campground
is located a couple miles south of the El
Malpais BLM Ranger Station. Sites are
available on a first-come, first-served
basis. Sheltered picnic tables, vault toi-
lets, fire pits, grills and sites large
enough for most RVs are offered. Pets
are allowed, but they must be under con-
trol. Mountain bikes are allowed on any

New Mexico Delights
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“(El Morro) is
big on views,
sandstone
cliffs and 
historical 
significance.”

http://www.tvds.org


of the designated roads, but they are not
allowed on trails and in the wilderness
areas.

Visitors can acquire more information
by stopping in at the ranger station about
12 miles south of Grants. The monument
is open year-round, but the ranger station
is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily
except for Thanksgiving, Christmas and
New Year’s Day. For more information
contact the ranger station at 505-876-
2783 or check out www.nps.gov/elma.

Caution:
Hiking The Malpais
Named for the lava flows that
cover much of the monument, El
Malpais is a place where the hik-
ing can be as hard as the lava be-
neath your boots. We have hiked
across lava in the past so we
know to use hiking poles and
common sense. When hiking the
boot-shredding lava rock, cairns
(conical piles of rocks stacked to
mark pathways), not trails, lead
the way. When crossing lava it’s
best to travel from one rock cairn
to the next. Stop at each cairn and
do not continue until you can 
locate the next cairn. The Malpais
may be beautiful but they can be
dangerous. Visitors have gotten
lost on the lava for days and
longer ... Hike with care!

El Morro Option
El Malpais is one of the many incredible
places to visit in the Land of Enchant-
ment, but we found a few more hot
spots in the Grants area that can make
an RVing trip to this region of New Mex-
ico worth a significant stay. West of El
Malpais is El Morro National Monu-
ment. Though it’s a small national
monument, it’s a must-see. Named for
the huge headland or bluff, the place is
big on views, sandstone cliffs and his-
torical significance. The monument was
designated in 1906 to protect the 
inscriptions found there. Weary travel-
ers thought the world of El Morro, a
massive sandstone bluff and welcome
landmark, because there was, and still
is, a reliable waterhole at the base of
the bluff near the road. Also called In-
scription Rock, it is a popular campsite
as well.  

Ancient Puebloans lived on top of
the mesa and were the first to carve on
the rock, leaving petroglyphs of sheep
and other creatures. For more than 300
years, Spanish explorers and American
soldiers, inscribed their signatures,
dates and messages on the rock. Today
the monument protects more than
2,000 inscriptions and petroglyphs.

When you visit El Morro you’ll have
to explore between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
when the preserve is open (hours vary
by season). Hours are extended in sum-
mer, but you have to be off the trail by
closing time. It’s the only means of pro-
tecting the inscriptions. There is a trail
fee of $3 per adult, which is good for
seven days. Passes can be
purchased at the visitor
center. In addition to
selling books and
other items,
there is a free
video that
will orient
you to the
park.

(Top) A view from the Mesa Top Trail at El
Morro National Monument. (Left) Discovered
pottery shards on the Zuni-Acoma trail.
(Right) A side-blotched lizard basks in the sun.

At both El Moro and El Malpais 
national monuments, visitors can catch
glimpses of turkey vultures in flight.

http://www.nps.gov/elma


Campground at El MalpaisNational Monument.
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New Mexico Delights
Before you begin your hike be sure

to pick up the necessary literature for
the self-guided trail. The Inscription
Trail should make your to-do list. Not
only will you hike to the desert pool,
you’ll see hundreds of Spanish and
Anglo inscriptions, as well as prehis-
toric petroglyphs.

If you have the time and energy, hike
the entire loop, including the Mesa Top
Trail. (The two-mile loop includes 
Inscription Trail.) It’s only 200 feet to the
top and well worth the effort for the
views. You’ll see the Zuni Mountains, El
Morro Valley and the volcanoes of the El
Malpais area. You’ll also see the Ances-
tral Puebloan ruin, Atsinna, or “place of
writing on rock,” as well. Atsinna was
occupied from about 1275 to 1350 A.D.
when about 1,500 people lived in the
875-room pueblo.

A nine-site primitive campground is
available on a first-come, first-served
basis. Free in the winter when the water
is turned off, it’s $5 a night in summer.
Fires are permitted in provided grills,
though when we visited there was a fire

ban and fires were not permitted.  
If you prefer hookups, check out the

Ancient Way Café and Outpost, one mile
east of the monument. It offers water,
electric and sewer in addition to wire-
less Internet; showers; and delicious
American, New Mexican, and vegetarian
food (including scrumptious pies). Open
year-round, call 505-783-4612 or check
out www.elmorro-nm.com.

Last Stops
While you’re in the area you may want
to visit two other locations, Bandera
Volcano and Ice Cave, and the Wild
Spirit Wolf Sanctuary. Located between
El Malpais and El Morro, the privately
owned Bandera Volcano and Ice Cave is
an interesting stop with trails leading to
a terrific view inside the volcano and a
bone-chilling look at the ice cave. 
Unbelievably, even when it’s hot outside
the cave temperature never gets above
31 degrees Fahrenheit. The floor of the
ice cave is about 20 feet thick. The
deepest ice is the oldest and dates back
3,400 years. There’s an admission fee

for hiking the trails.  
Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary is located

southwest of El Morro, N.M. Paved BIA
125 leads south from NM 53 and then
you’ll have to drive dusty, dirt road BIA
120 to the sanctuary. There’s no room for
RVs to park in front, but there is a camp-
ground. Guided tours are available from
Tuesday through Sunday at 11 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.  Adults
are $7, seniors $6, and the tours last
more than an hour. We learned all about
wolves and wolf dogs and were fortunate
to be there when the animals began
howling. Call 505-775-3304 or check out
www.wildspiritwolfsanctuary.org for
more information. q
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Buffalo Nat
A SPARKLING RIBBON RUNS THROUGH AR

Swimmers and floaters dot the clear waters of the only free-flowing stream in the White River system, the Buffalo River. 
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tional River
by Pamela Selbert  photos by Guy Selbert

RKANSAS
D

awn comes to the serene Ozarks of
northern Arkansas in a veil of damp
grayness. Socked-in fog shrouds the
thickly treed landscape, until in a

burst of white-chrome light, the sun pops over
the ancient hills and the fog melts away into a
clear blue sky. Even after the sun climbs high,
the early morning cool hangs in the air. This is
what we encountered during our recent visit to
the Buffalo National River, one of the Ozarks’
most magnificent gems.

The free-flowing Buffalo, with its rapids, rif-
fles and long reaches of mellow transparent
water, is popular for float trips, drawing more
than 1 million visitors each year. They also come
to camp, fish, hike or ride horses on more than
100 miles of trails along the river. 

We have crossed the Buffalo at least a
dozen times over the years, though until this
visit we had never canoed or explored it much.
This day would be different and include a two-
hour horseback ride in the morning, followed by
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a three-hour canoe trip on the river in
the afternoon.

The 151-mile-long river, once
called the “Buffalo Fork of the White
River” (now called just Buffalo River)
begins high in the rugged Boston
Mountains in northwest Arkansas,
coursing a circuitous route east
through a wilderness landscape. Along
its miles, before it unites with the White
River near Buffalo City, the tap-water-
clear Buffalo drops nearly 2,000 feet
through layers of sandstone, limestone
and chert that have been sculpted by
the elements into a host of intriguing
geologic shapes over the millennia. 

Towering bluffs up to 500 feet, the
highest in the Ozarks, line the river for
many stretches, striated black, gray,
white and tan, and pocked with hun-
dreds of caves which, like the many
overhanging cliffs, seasonally shel-
tered prehistoric Native Americans
more than 8,000 years ago. Typical of
Arkansas’ Ozarks, numerous springs;
sinkholes; natural stone bridges; box
canyons; and lush, white-lace water-
falls all provide the most intriguing 
geology.      

Permanent settlers didn’t come
here until the early 19th century, and
though now gone, evidence of them 
remains. There is an anchor bolt left
from an old swinging bridge that was
washed away years ago in a flood; an
aged stone fence around an abandoned
field; or long-silent machinery from an
old mine; a crumbling stone chimney,
standing like a lone sentinel, guarding
the site of a long-gone cabin. And in
spring, daffodils still bloom, dozens of
flower generations after being planted
by the settlers.

What sets the Buffalo apart from
other rivers in the White River system,
beyond the fact that it’s the last remain-
ing tributary of the White that’s still free
flowing, is the vision of one man. For-
mer Congressman John Paul Hammer-
schmidt, who grew up along the Buffalo
enjoying its offerings, realized decades
ago that it was more valuable flowing
free than as a source of electric power.
He worked to make sure it would stay
that way.

That story begins nearly half a
century ago — several years before the
U.S. Congress designated the Buffalo a
national river in 1972. Congressman
Hammerschmidt, of Harrison, repre-
sented his district in Washington, D.C.,
for 13 terms (1967-93). Two dams were
authorized to be built in 1938 on the
Buffalo to provide hydroelectric power.
More than a decade later, but before
the dams could be built, President
Eisenhower vetoed the proposal “for

economic reasons, giving the river a
temporary reprieve.” And in 1965
Arkansas Governor Faubus placed a
moratorium on any damming of the
Buffalo.

The next year, Hammerschmidt
was elected to his first term in 
Congress, and he “was determined to
make the protection permanent.” He
immediately initiated the process, 
crafting legislation that culminated five
years later in an act of Congress signed
by President Nixon making the Buffalo
the first national river in the country. 

Today, 135 miles of the river are
protected, along with 95,730 mostly
wooded acres that border its banks, of
which 36,000 acres are designated
wilderness areas in three separate
units. But Hammerschmidt was also
mindful of the families living along the
river at the time of its designation.
They were permitted to stay in their
homes for another quarter century.

Although there are no horse con-
cessions at the park — and no plans for
any at present — horses can be ridden
on about 50 miles of the park’s more
than 100 miles of maintained trails,
says Ben Milburn of Buffalo River Out-
fitters. The Buffalo River Outfitters 
offer horseback rides as well as a vari-
ety of boat tours, fishing and hunting
trips.

Designated trails are located in all
three park districts (Upper, Middle and
Lower River), and some trails are sim-
ply old roads, many of which are now

Buffalo National River

(Left) A machine at the new Gilbert RV Campground will press a penny into a local warning.
(Below) Gilbert RV Campground offers full hookups and an excellent camp store just a short
walk from the river. The park also accommodates groups and horse campers. 



closed to motor vehicles. For every six
riders an “out-rider” or guide is 
provided. My horse, one of Milburn’s
14, was a sweet gray Arabian quarter
horse named Bubba — who very much
wanted to lead the procession, as that
generally is his role, said Milburn with
a smile.

We mounted up at a grassy field
dotted with horse trailers, then wound
over dry Calf Creek, and along a road
overhung with an array of hardwood
trees, and finally splashed across the
Buffalo at Arnold Bend. The ride was
two hours of great fun. For visitors who
bring their own horses, the park offers
several horse camps.

Buffalo River Outfitters also pro-
vided canoes for our afternoon float
trip on the Middle River. It’s less chal-
lenging than much of the Upper River,
which runs through some of the park’s
most rugged terrain. The Middle River,
much of it fairly quiet water that allows
paddlers to enjoy the pastoral land-
scape, is also less remote than the
Lower River, which flows through the
park’s largest wilderness area. Among
the attractions are Indian Rockhouse
Trail and the Rush Historic District, a
once-flourishing zinc mining town 
established in the 1880s. The mine
reached peak production during World
War I, but when the price of zinc plum-
meted, Rush began declining. Today it’s
a ghost town. 

Guy and I, and the other canoeists,
put in at Grinders Ferry (just east of

(Clockwise) Ferguson’s Country Store is locally
famous for home cooking and great cinnamon
rolls. Riders plod an ancient road through the
dense woods along the Buffalo. Trail riders
splash across the Buffalo River at Arnold Bend
on the middle section of the river.



http://www.goodsamroadside.com/ourgift
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Correct Track II 
Trailer Axle 
Alignment Kit

Laser  
Alignment  
Tool

Target  
Plate

Tire blow-out is the #1 worry facing RV’ers today!

And now with the Correct Track suspension alignment system, you can put 
those worries to rest.  The primary focus of the Correct Track system is safety.  
Using our patent pending design, Correct Track bolts on to the trailer’s existing 
spring axle hangers and properly aligns trailer suspension.  Tires will now run 
cooler and longer, lessening the chance for tire blow-out.  

T
advantage of the Correct Track Laser Alignment Program.  
With this program, customers get a laser alignment 
inspection, tire tread wear measurements, air pressure 
check, suspension inspection and written report.  All     
        training and equipment is furnished by the Mobile     

 
 

        details at  574-312-6654.

Illustration of 
Correct Track 
Laser Alignment 
System

Rubberized Suspension Enhancement

Buffalo National River
U.S. Highway 65 and the Tyler Bend Visitor Center and
Campground) bound for quaint Gilbert. This is a beautiful
loop of river, short stretches of fast-flowing, mirror-smooth
water between a dozen or more fair-to-middling rapids,
crystal clear to the gravel river bed. Jade green willows
thickly grow along the banks to a dramatic backdrop of
rugged, tree-shrouded bluffs, overhangs and caves.

And on this sunny afternoon the river was liberally popu-
lated by colorful kayaks, canoes and rubber rafts, which in
turn held paddlers and passengers decked out in every vibrant
hue. Guy and I were intrigued with the juxtaposition of these
gaudy dots of color amid the more muted, sublime shades of
nature.

At the end of the line, Anthony Elliott, a guide with Buffalo
River Outfitters, met us in a van for the return to Grinders
Ferry and our pickup. 

Nearby, the Tyler Bend Visitor Center was beckoning.
There you’ll find a small museum displaying artifacts from the
area (such as a plow and axe), early photos and an array of
fossils and mounted native animals. There’s also copious in-
formation about the river itself: how it took shape over the
millennia, who called its shores home, and how it survived
plans to harness its power. 

Thanks to the foresight of Congressman Hammer-
schmidt and others, the Buffalo remains a world where 
antique landscapes, even lifestyles still exist. It is, in the words
of the National Park Service, “an island of time and space.” q
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For more information

A massive limestone outcropping looms
over canoes on the Buffalo River.

Buffalo National River
870-365-2700, www.nps.gov/buff

Gilbert RV Campground
870-439-2111, www.gilbertrvcampground.com

http://www.nps.gov/buff
http://www.gilbertrvcampground.com
http://www.themobileoutfitters.com
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Although laid out along traditional
fifth-wheel lines, our Mobile Suites
38-foot test unit (model 38RSSB3),

sported a forward upper compartment
offering a spacious bedroom and bath-
room salon that enjoyed extra floor space
granted by opposing slideouts. The area
also included plenty of closet, wardrobe
and drawer storage.

The unit further featured a lower
deck with a combined galley/living room
zone that again offered expansive 
opposing slides that covered just about
the entire rear half of the layout. The 
galley hosted a streetside mid-trailer
kitchen arrangement, asymmetrical 72-

by-26-inch center island with dual sinks,
and a curbside dinette. To the rear, the
living room was furnished with curbside
twin black leather recliners, rear sofa,
streetside built-in fireplace, ceiling fan
and audio/visual entertainment center.

Several additional suspension and
towing enhancements were incorpo-
rated to improve the overall ride, and
tame certain performance issues 
inherent with many fifth-wheels. These
included a TrailAir Center Point (CP)
air-ride system, and a Tri-Glide pin box
with air bag and shock absorber to 
reduce chucking and push/pull tenden-
cies. For these items, add $2,502 more

Sweet Suite
This DRV luxury fifth-wheel provides upscale 
living for extended travels

by Chuck & Teresa Campbell  photos by Rich Cox Photography

to the price tag.
Prospective customers should real-

ize that these lavishly constructed RVs
aren’t inexpensive. First off, this unit had
a suggested base retail price of $90,154
that puts it way above your average fiver.
This unit was initially conceived as a
triple slide, until an optional fourth curb-
side “Vanity Slide” was added in the front
bedroom ($2,320). Other significant 
options included a “Mobile Suites” pack-
age ($9,425), full body paint ($8,694), and
a 40-inch Sony LCD HDTV with DVD and
surround sound ($3,046) to name a few.
This is just the beginning, as most Mobile
Suites come accessorized “to the nines”
as ours did, with expensive discretionary
upgrades.

When all options were factored in,
the final suggested retail price (less
shipping) totaled $125,697. If you are
considering this an occasional recre-
ational vehicle, it is a pretty good chunk
of change. However, if you intend to use
this fifth-wheel as a full-time abode or
seasonal living hangout, it looks like a 
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(Left) Plush faux leather curbside recliners are comfortable for viewing the outdoors through the many oversized windows surrounding the
rear. (Right) Plenty of counter space and storage in the galley are accented by residential-style, solid wood raised panel cabinetry.
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generous aisle space on all three sides.
This was enhanced further by the 
optional curbside Vanity slideout that
provided additional counter surfaces,
drawers and even an optional overhead
26-inch LCD TV ($864).

Contiguous to the bedroom suite on
the upper level was a streetside bath-
room with a 30-by-31-inch corner
shower stall that provided decent room
for leisurely wash ups, and 25 inches of
foot space in front of the china toilet. The
bathroom was also fitted with a 
Corian topped washstand, smaller 
cabinets, and a corner linen closet for
towels and cleaning products.

Across from the bathroom, in the hall
between the bedroom and lower deck,
was a 52-inch-wide, ceiling-to-floor
walk-in wardrobe closet that is half dedi-
cated and plumbed for a washer/dryer
unit. Including a washer and dryer can
greatly contribute to any long-term resi-
dency intentions, and increase comfort
levels considerably.

The entry to this floorplan was mid-
trailer curbside, and into the galley and
dinette area. This zone is fitted with an
easily cleanable tile floor, and features a
central island cabinet with double sinks
and raised gooseneck faucet affording
plenty of room to prepare serious meals.

Against the streetside wall was a
three-burner gas stovetop with foldable
cover and Corian backsplash, an over-
head convection microwave, quad-door
side-by-side 13-cubic-foot refrigerator,
and plenty of surrounding cabinets,
drawers and cupboards. Offering a com-
bined counter workspace of 20 square
feet between stovetop and 
island, owners can easily whip up meals
for two or more with ease.

When dinner is ready, food can be
conveniently served at the curbside
dinette across from the island counter.
Two chairs are provided with this setup,
but the tabletop can be expanded to a full
29-by-28 inches, and entertain additional
diners when extra seating is added.

Overall lighting and visibility to the
outside in dining and rear lounge quar-
ters was quite good, thanks to the place-
ment of oversized windows in the
curbside and rear walls. During our stay
at Outdoor Resorts of America in
Aguanga, Calif., the generous rear win-
dows allowed us to appreciate a beautiful
view of a verdant golf course fairway just
outside. All windows are high-quality,
weather-efficient thermopane ($1,994)
that also contribute significantly to cli-
mate control and interior comfort.

This layout’s well-furnished rear

reasonable deal for what you are 
getting.

DRV LLC of Howe, Ind., has been
building highline fifth-wheels for full-
timers, and those seeking a deluxe, 
extended travel experience since 2002.
The company currently produces four
luxury lines including the more econom-
ical Tradition, along with upper end Elite
Suites and Full House iterations. All told,
consumers have more than 30 different
floorplans to choose from.

Residential Largesse
Interior embellishments can only be 
described as sumptuous in a fifth-wheel
that was bedecked in a classy Imperial
Ebony décor package, and residential-
style, solid wood raised panel cabinetry
in New England Cherry ($944). Wood
paneling and trim in the unit reflect the
best of the cabinetmaker’s art, with
carved moldings and fluted accent
pieces at every turn.

Finishing off interior trappings were
beige toned carpeting, tile flooring in the
galley and bathroom, pleated day/night
shades with upholstered valences, solid
surface Corian countertops, and
brushed nickel fixtures and hardware.

This model’s forward bedroom suite
was plush to say the least, with a 72-by-
80-inch king bed as its centerpiece. 
Included with this was a handy under-
bed storage with a pneumatic lift assist,
and frontal drawers for easy access.
Forward of the bed was a walk-in,
cedar-lined closet with mirrored doors
in the nose of the unit, which offered 
extensive options for stashing hanging
clothes, linens, and other soft goods.

When making up the bed, 
maneuvering was just like home, with 



http://www.goodsamesp.com
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lounge area was ideally suited for kicking back and relaxing.
Seating arrangements include two faux black leather reclin-
ers curbside, and a comfy couch to sprawl out on in front of
the noteworthy 40-inch Sony. And if one is so inclined, they
can add to the soothing ambiance of this area by lighting off
its optional fireplace ($958) situated in the front of the same
cabinet.

Built to Last
DRV designs its Mobile Suites fifth-wheels for the long haul,
with sophisticated, resilient architectural elements that 
ensure they will withstand challenging, extended use.

Looking to the foundations, the company uses a propri-
etary, elongated gooseneck chassis employing a 15-inch,
triple-stacked box channel frame. This engineering approach
is intended to add strength to the entire structure, while deter-
ring flex and metal fatigue.

Furthermore, the chassis offers optimum ground clear-
ance that’s so important to a vehicle of this sort. It also created
a spot for a large pass-through basement storage bay beneath
the fifth-wheel overhang that included a handy slide-out cargo
tray ($386).

Suspension and running gear consisted of 8,000-pound,
sealed oil bath bearing axles, and the aforementioned TrailAir

(Top) A 72-by-80-inch king-sized bed offers pneumatic lift assist for under-
bed storage. (Bottom) The streetside lav includes a 30-by-31-inch corner
shower offsetting the extra space afforded for the china toilet.

http://www.trailerlife.tv
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S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

Exterior Length 38’ 4”
Exterior Width 8’ 5”
Exterior Height 13’ 2”
Interior Width 7’ 11”
Interior Height 7’ 6” – 8’ 6”
Construction aluminum framing, laminated
sidewalls, wool insulation with Fome-Cor
vapor barrier, wood roof with rubber mem-
brane and bow trusses, fiberglass exterior
skin, proprietary chassis 
Freshwater Cap 100 gal.
Gray-Water Cap 75 gal.
Black-Water Cap 50 gal.
LP-gas Cap 18 gal.
Water heater Cap 12 gal.
Refrigerator 13 cu.-ft.
Furnace (2) 30,000 Btu
Air conditioner (2) 15,000 Btu
Converter 80 amps
Battery (2) 6-volt 
Tires 215/75R17.5 LR J
Suspension leaf spring, Trailair Center

Point Air Ride
Weight  (freshwater, water 16,380 lb.
heater, LP-gas full; no cargo)
Hitch Weight 3,395 lb.
Axle Weight 12,985 lb.
GVWR 18,500 lb.
Gross axle weight rating (2) 8,000 lb.
Cargo carrying capacity 2,120 lb.
MSRP, base $90,154
MSRP, as tested $125,697
Basic warranty 3-yr. limited

Thanks to Southwest Coaches, a premier
retailer of luxury RVs (760-863-5330;
www.southwestcoaches.com), located in
Indio, Calif., for the loan of the DRV Mobile
Suites unit for this evaulation.

Center Point system. It additionally
utilizes Kodiak disc brakes, and
Michelin 17.5-inch, Load Range J
tires for improved ride height and
minimization of blowouts.

With a wet weight of 16,380
pounds, users can reasonably expect
a cargo carrying capacity of 2,120
pounds before reaching its gross vehi-
cle weight rating of 18,500 pounds.
And despite its formidable weight,
there are still three to four 2012 one-
ton pickup trucks available from each
of the big three American manufac-
turers, that are rated to tow this kind
of load.

Regarding upper construction;
composite, 3-inch thick, R-29 
insulated floor assemblies sit on the
frame rails, and are topped with 5/8-
inch tongue-and-groove, residential-
grade plywood floorboards. For added
strength and rigidity, floorboards are
screwed and glued to the assembly
ensuring the entire structure is 
stable, supportive and creak free.

Thick, 3 1/4-inch-thick sidewalls
are supported by aluminum tube
studs, some of the most robust in the
industry. With sub-zero, high-density
wool insulation, 1/4-inch Monsanto
Fome-Cor and dual vapor barriers, all
walls including slideouts carry R-16

insulation values that minimize con-
densation. Adding to structural 
integrity, wall members are lag-
bolted, not screwed, to the floorboard.

Roof assemblies consist of high-
strength trussed aluminum rafters,
extra thick R-25 insulation and a 1/2-
inch wood exterior roof deck that keep
a lid on temperature exchange. This
walk-on, composite fabrication also
uses a standard rubber membrane
cap to finish things off.

Climate control is another issue
that DRV has given great considera-
tion to in its engineering, with filtered,
oversized ducts for heat and air in all
zones. Adding to its efficiency, size-
able filtered return ducts ensure even
heat and air distribution, and a com-
fortable, church-quiet environment at
all times.

When you travel in a Mobile Suites
fifth-wheel, whether your plans in-
clude favorite RV resorts, or excur-
sions to the far reaches of North
America, you will be enjoying the luxu-
rious amenities built into every unit.
And if first impressions hold true, DRV
appears to be masters at what they
do. q

DRV Luxury Suites, 260-562-1075,
www.drvsuites.com

http://www.drvsuites.com
http://www.southwestcoaches.com




by Kristopher Bunker

Heavenly Kitchens
These trailers feature
gourmet galleys sure

to bring out the Iron
Chef in us all

One of the highlights of RVing is getting away from home
and cooking in an outdoor setting. The usual hot dogs, tri-
tip and hamburgers work quite well on either the
campfire or in the conventional trailer kitchen, but what if

you want more? Like filet mignon, roasted salmon or even an
elaborate dessert? Or, perhaps you’re looking to eat healthier, and
the carbs and cholesterol afforded by campsite fare are restricted
or even forbidden in your everyday diet? 

Traditional RV floorplans are, by necessity, compromised when it
comes to storage, prep space, oven size and the number of shelves
in the fridge. Many trailer manufacturers have recognized this and
are striving toward offering owners luxuriant culinary spaces with
expanded amenities and upgraded galley facilities. These upgrades
often include expanded cabinet space, larger or even additional
appliances, more drawers, etc. — all designed to improve your
cooking experience. We’ve gathered some of our favorites here that
have been designed to inspire breathtaking, Michelin-Star-worthy
meals from even the most humble cooks among us.

The CrossRoads Cruiser Patriot features
a central island with sink — affording 
additional prep and guest space.
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The Trailer: The triple-slide Cruiser
Patriot includes many amenities
generally reserved for larger, more
expensive fivers, including a free-
standing dinette with chairs, a coat
rack and a chest of drawers in the
master bedroom. Stout construction,
including 16-inch aluminum truss
rafters, 8- to 10-inch steel I-beam
framing and a one-piece rubber roof,
offer owners peace of mind when it
comes to longevity. Additional
comforts like power front jacks, resi-
dential-grade carpeting and a black-
tank flush make in-camp time a
breeze. The 335 SS also features a
walk-around queen bed with inner-
spring mattress in the master
bedroom, in addition to a large
wardrobe with a sliding glass door.

The Galley: The real star here is the
spacious center island with sink,
which adds both cooking and serving

space for your guests. The island
also features two large drawers (18
inches wide by 10 inches deep) and
two cabinets, making it ideal to store
your larger pots, pans and platters
that may not be in your trailer’s
everyday dining rotation. All told,
there is a whopping 20 feet of solid-
surface counter space in the
Patriot, so chefs can truly spread
out and not have to worry about
cramped quarters. The Patriot also
features a large 22-inch oven, which
enables you to enjoy a full-size
turkey rather than a collection of
Cornish game hens when Thanks-
giving comes around.

CrossRoadsCruiser Patriot CF 335 SS

Exterior Length: 33' 11"
Exterior Width: 8'

Exterior Height: 12' 9"
Interior Height: 8' 5"

Freshwater Cap: 58 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap: 40 gal./80 gal.

LP-gas Cap: 14 gal.
Hitch Weight: 1,980 lb.

GVWR: 12,380 lb.
MSRP: $46,995

The Trailer: The stylish
Infinity 3870FK is one of the
only fifth-wheels in the
industry with a front-kitchen
floorplan. Gelcoat, high-
gloss laminated sidewalls
surround the six-sided,
welded-aluminum cage con-
struction. Inside, the solid
cherry U-dinette table comfortably
seats six and includes a built-in leaf.
The seat also offers unrestricted
viewing of the kitchen’s 32-inch TV.
Crown molding, designer window
treatments and wood blinds provide
a luxurious feel, while a residential-
style padded headboard and
memory-foam king-size mattress
highlight the master bedroom.

The Galley: RV chef-friendly
standards in the Infinity include a 12-
cubic-foot refrigerator, stainless-
steel oven, cooktop and microwave,

flush-mount solid surface sink and
stove covers, and a handy flip-down
breadbasket. The 6-foot, 8-inch
upper deck crowned-ceiling height
will easily accommodate taller
chefs, and the optional rollaway
kitchen island adds more prep
surfaces and storage space, while
adding a residential feel to the
kitchen area. Dark solid-surface
countertops, under-cabinet lighting
and an attractive backsplash add
color and warmth to the galley —
making the chef and guests feel
right at home.  

Dutchmen Infinity 3870FK

Exterior Length: 41' 6"
Exterior Width: 8'

Exterior Height: 12' 11" w/AC
Interior Height: 8' 6"

Freshwater Cap: 57 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap: 48 gal./144 gal. 

LP-gas Cap: 14 gal. 
Hitch Weight: 2,454 lb.

GVWR: 15,500 lb. 
MSRP: $74,168 (base)PH
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The Trailer: Jayco’s
Pinnacle trailers are
designed with residen-
tial comfort and
longevity at the
forefront. Standard
amenities include
expansive floor-to-ceiling windows
in the living area, keyless entry
and an outdoor media center.
Euro-style aerodynamic front and
rear gelcoat caps and a Gel 360
exterior skin should help keep the
trailer on the road for a long time,
and a plush pillow-top king-size
bed and residential-size dresser
with full-width drawers in the
master bedroom allow owners to
extend their time on the road in
comfort.

The Galley: The Pinnacle features
what Jayco calls the Culinary
Dream Kitchen, an upgraded

galley with a variety of chef-
friendly amenities. Concord Cherry
hardwood cabinets with hidden
door hinges, a built-in hardwood
wine rack, high-gloss Corian coun-
tertops and a decorative kitchen
backsplash offer a high-end feel.
The island workspace is accented
with pendant lighting, and the 30-
inch microwave, flush-mounted
oven with range top and cover and
large split stainless-steel
undermount sink offer function in
addition to form. The full-height
pantry with adjustable shelves and
sliding trash receptacle storage
cabinet are also quite handy.

JaycoPinnacle 36 REQ

Exterior Length: 40' 1"
Exterior Width: 8'

Exterior Height w/AC: 13' 2"
Interior Height (Bedroom): 6' 9"

Freshwater Cap: 87 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap: 50 gal./85 gal.

LP-gas Cap: 14 gal.
Dry Hitch Weight: 2,670 lb.

GVWR: 15,950 lb.
MSRP: $56,171

The Trailer: The Alpine features a
Max Turn fiberglass front cap that
the company says offers a 30
percent improved turning radius
over the standard setup. High-gloss
exterior sidewalls, a rear fiberglass
cap and a one-piece underbelly
mean more time on the road, while
the E-Z Flex suspension makes that
time more enjoyable. Inside, the
single-level master bedroom suite
features a residential-size king bed
with a pillow-top mattress. The resi-
dential dinette features a hidden leaf
and center storage, and a large 38-
inch shower includes a hand-held
massaging showerhead and a seat
molded into the construction.

The Galley: The Ultimate Kitchen
Bundle is included in the MSRP
listed and brings Corian counter
tops, sink covers and range cover,
stainless-steel appliances, range

with sealed burners, a 30-inch
convection/microwave, and
additional dedicated kitchen storage
and pantry space.

The 3600RS features a kitchen
island sink and additional storage.
The island floorplan is highly
functional, as the 13-cubic-foot 
refrigerator, range, oven and sink are
easily within reach. For entertaining,
the matching Corian sink covers turn
the island into a serving/informal
dining area.

KeystoneAlpine 3600RS

Exterior Length: 39' 2"
Exterior Width: 8'

Exterior Height: 12' 8" 
Int. Height: 8' 1" (living area)/ 6' 2" (bedroom)

Freshwater Cap: 66 gal. 
Black-/Gray-Water Cap: 50 gal./82 gal.

LP-gas Cap: 14 gal.
Hitch Weight: 2,240 lb.

GVWR: 15,500 lb.
MSRP: $76,000

Gourmet Galleys



http://www.coachhouserv.com
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The Trailer: With a custom builder
such as New Horizons, the options
for building a trailer that’s right for
you are virtually endless. New
Horizons manufactures its chassis,
and the one-piece fiberglass roof.
The pressure-laminated walls, roof
and floor, and aluminum-framed
sidewalls add years to the trailer’s
life span. The customer’s input
drives many of the features on the
trailer. Luxury appointments inside
Horizons’ top-of-the-line Majestic
include a cedar-lined full-access
wardrobe, a hardwood dresser in the
master and dual recliners in the
living area.

The Galley: New Horizons feels that
some of the most important
components in a gourmet kitchen are
adequate lighting, electrical outlets,
quality appliances, storage space and
superior work surfaces. As such, the

company offers many standard
gourmet features in the Majestic,
including: additional storage above
the sink and in the hardwood
cabinetry, a four-burner gas cooktop
with one high-output burner, a 12.3-
cubic-foot refrigerator, a large-
capacity convection microwave, a
solid wood slide-out pantry with
adjustable shelves and Corian solid-
surface countertops with a deep,
undermount stainless-steel sink.
Horizons also offers a variety of
upgraded options, including
stainless-steel appliances, an
icemaker, a flip-up counter extension
a built-in wine rack, a kitchen island
that offers an additional 9 cubic feet
of counter space and customized
electrical outlets.

New HorizonsMajestic

Exterior Length: 41'
Exterior Width: 8' 6"

Exterior Height: 13' 4"
Interior Height: 7' 9"- 8' 6" 

Freshwater Cap: 100 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap: 70 gal./70 gal.

LP-gas Cap: 20 gal.
Hitch Weight: 4,760 lb.

GVWR: 24,530 lb.
MSRP: $225,235

The Trailer: Northwood trailers
boast four-season capabilities, and
are manufactured to deliver in the
most extreme elements. Laminated
aluminum-frame construction, R18
insulation and an enclosed
underbelly keep the elements out,
while Beaufloor flooring, a memory-
foam mattress and residential-style
furniture keep owners inside in
comfort. The Silver Fox edition adds
a gray fiberglass front cap, wide-
body construction and 6-foot, 6-inch
slideout height. Lighting upgrades,
kitchen skylight and LED running
and taillights are also among the
many Silver Fox upgrades.

The Galley: The galleys in Arctic Fox
Silver Fox Edition fifth-wheels are
designed to offer all the features and
functionality of a residential gourmet
kitchen. The rich cabinetry features
solid-wood doors with an antique

glazed finish. The abundance of the
cabinetry means there is plenty of
space to accommodate the vast
supply of ingredients to prepare
gourmet meals. The large capacity
refrigerator ensures there will be
plenty of fresh food on hand, while
meal prep and clean up are easy
thanks to the solid surface counter-
tops. The countertops all include a
convenient trash depository, under-
mount sinks and a pull-out galley
faucet with sprayer. Cooking is a
snap with the convection microwave
or the traditional large capacity
oven. A tasteful backsplash behind
the range adds a nice touch, while
there are multiple electrical outlets
to accommodate an assortment of
countertop appliances.

NorthwoodArctic Fox Silver Fox Edition 32-5M

Exterior Length: 34' 11"
Exterior Width: 8' 6"
Exterior Height: 13'

Interior Height: 8' 6"
Freshwater Cap: 82 gal.

Black-/Gray-Water Cap: 65 gal./72 gal.
LP-gas Cap: 20 gal.

Hitch Weight: 2,600 lb.
GVWR: 16,600 lb.

MSRP: $59,618

Gourmet Galleys
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The Trailer: The Blackwood 3811BH
is a family-friendly bunkhouse fifth-
wheel that is designed to comfort-
ably sleep up to eight people.
Outside, two separate awnings
covering more than 22 feet of
outdoor living space, mean that the
little ones can play all day without
the worry of sunburns. Inside,
highlights include the foyer bench
with four coat hooks, residential
bead board design and large storage
doors. A private half bath situated
near the entry door, and second
room makes it easy to entertain and
keep the rest of the interior clean.

Solid cherry hardwood cabinets,
solid-surface countertops and back-
splashes, and more than 10 feet of
usable hanger space in the bedroom
wardrobe are all standard.

The Galley: Thoughtful convenience
highlights the Blackwood’s kitchen.

Chefs will appreciate the four-door
refrigerator, which greatly expands
storage space for perishables (and is
actually a near necessity considering
the trailer’s sleeping capacity). The 13
feet of counter space offers cooks
plenty of real estate for chopping,
dicing and stuffing, all while watching
the latest Gordon Ramsay show on
the 40-inch TV. The galley’s pull-out
drawers feature full-extension
drawer glides, and a large drawer for
pots and pans that is truly a welcome
addition. Plus, the large 30-inch over-
the-range microwave helps handle
quick-heating — and popcorn
popping — duties, without impinging
on the valuable prep space. q

RedwoodBlackwood 3811BH

Exterior Length: 39' 11"
Exterior Width: 8'

Exterior Height: 12' 9"
Interior Height: 8' 5"

Freshwater Cap: 85 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap: 45 gal./90 gal.

LP-gas Cap: 14 gal.
Hitch Weight: 2,748 lb.

GVWR: 16,000 lb.
MSRP: $75,000

http://www.casitatraveltrailers.com
http://www.boonvillervservicecenter.com


Enjoy the RV Lifestyle and Save Money!
Enjoy the sensational RV Lifestyle with all the resort amenities you'd expect at an

outstanding getaway, but without the high price.
Cypress Trail RV Resort offers you what you'd expect from a 5-star RV resort, but at a fraction of the price. Located in Fort Myers,

close to SW Florida's premier shopping and dining locations, you can enjoy your winter RV getaway the way you deserve.

Grand Opening prices for sites start at just $39,000,* so you can have it all:

Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. 
All amenities are subject to change without notice. For correct representations, make reference to this advertisement and to the documents required by section 718.503 Florida Statutes, 

to be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee.

The trail that leads home!
www.CypressTrailRV.com

OWNER
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

(*available for a limited time)

Best of all, every RV type is welcome, even resort homes!
Sites won't last long at these prices, so call (239) 333-3249 today to make your purchase reservation now. 

Don't miss this rare chance to enjoy the unique RV Lifestyle while saving money!

• Conveniently located east of I-75 a short drive from Exit 139 and adjacent to award-winning 
Cypress Woods RV Resort.

• Large 30' x 90' lots in a gated community with lakefront pull-in sites for motorized RVs or back-in lots 
for towable RVs.

• Enhanced hookups with 50-30-20 amp service.
• Clubhouse with billiards, two heated pools, spa, tennis courts, horseshoe pit and shuffleboard.
• Two large lakes with a nature preserve and nature trails.

Cypress Trail, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card

http://www.cypresstrailrv.com
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Upscale Craftsmanship

Airstream partnered with Eddie Bauer to create this 4-person nautical-style trailer.

In the world of trailering, Airstream
needs no introduction. The iconic
silver-bullet styling, high-quality

construction and classy interiors have
been turning heads for more than 80
years. So when the opportunity en-
sued to spend a family weekend in the
new Eddie Bauer (EB) Edition trailer at
our local KOA, we dropped everything
and started packing.

We knew the 25FB EB would look

great on the outside, but how about
inside? Turns out it was equally im-
pressive. From the rounded maple
cabinetry to the solid-surface coun-
ters to the EB goose-down pillows and
comforter, it’s clear the trailer was
designed for RVers with a taste for un-
derstated luxury. Like all Airstreams,
the trailer has a nautical feel to it; all
the edges are rounded, the lav door
has a porthole window and the 

by Kristopher Bunker
WALK-THROUGH: AIRSTREAM 25FB EB

Airstream and Eddie Bauer team up to offer a true sportsman’s trailer

aluminum skin is sleek and shiny. The
upholstered seat and dinette benches
are tastefully appointed, and boost the
sleeping capacity in the trailer to four
(we managed five, with the baby in the
master room with mom and dad).

The rear of the trailer features a
wide sport hatch to accommodate
larger cargo, such as kayaks, fishing
tackle and the like. There’s also a
screen that can be pulled down to
keep the critters out while the hatch is
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WALK-THROUGH: AIRSTREAM 25FB EB

(Left) Understated luxury and ample interior storage space make the 25FB  EB a smart choice for
couples and small families. (Right) The lav is small, but offers storage with sliding-door cabinets.

opened to let some fresh air in. The
hatch is quite handy, and will almost
make owners forget there isn’t any ex-
terior storage on the trailer.

There is plenty of storage space in-
side, especially considering the trailer
is designed for couples or small fami-

lies. Large cabinets can be found above
the sink and dinette, plus a cavernous
wardrobe acts as the hall closet next to
the shower stall. The under-bed stor-
age in the master is among the most
organized we’ve encountered; there are
four sectioned areas, complete with

storage bins and trays, and the cutouts
on each side of the base of the bed
allow you to access the bins without lift-
ing the bed.

The bed itself is comfortable, and
the separate TV in the bedroom makes
for a nice evening retreat once the little
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Airstream, 877-596-6111, www.airstream.com.

QUICK INFO

Exterior Length                                     25’ 11”

Exterior Width                                        8’ 5.5”

Interior Height                                           6’ 5”

Freshwater Cap                                     39 gal.

Black-/Gray-Water Cap         39 gal./37 gal.

LP-gas Cap                                              14 gal.

Hitch Weight                                            734 lb.

GVWR                                                     7,300 lb.

MSRP                                                      $77,760
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ones retire in the living area. The large
TV (complete with Blu-ray player) in the
living area can be comfortably viewed
from either seating position, or while
preparing meals. There is not a lot of
prep surface in the galley, but that’s to
be expected in a trailer of this size. Our
test trailer was outfitted with an oven,
three-burner stove and a microwave
that was housed in a pullout cabinet in
the galley, which created an efficient,
space-saving design. The storage below
the sink has a cutout for a wastebasket,
with ample shelving for various odds
and ends.

The lav is rather small, but the
manufacturer did the best with the
space provided, even managing to
sneak in some sliding-door cabinets
next to the toilet. The shower stall is

across the hall from the lav and did the
trick just fine, though I did feel a bit
confined and therefore didn’t linger.
Naturally, the whole area can be sec-
tioned off with a sliding accordion cur-
tain so you can maintain some privacy
while cleaning up.

Prospective Airstream buyers often
experience sticker shock when they
see the MSRP. True, it’s a lot of money
compared to other trailers, and the
lack of a slideout means space can get
tight. But the longevity, craftsmanship
and overall mystique of the Airstream
is often enough to convince people to
become owners. Couple that with the
longstanding history and class of Eddie
Bauer, and you have an upscale sports-
man’s trailer that deserves your 
attention. q

The Campground
Home base for our Airstream test
was the Ventura Ranch KOA, in
Santa Paula, Calif. The 76-acre
Ventura Ranch KOA is open year-
round and offers a rustic, moun-
tain feel that is just 15 miles from
the ocean. Our site featured a
patio with a grill and fire pit, there
are also shady pull-through sites
in addition to tent sites, cabin
rentals and teepees. The family-
friendly campground was abuzz
with activity throughout our visit.
Visitors can zip-line, climb a rock
wall, cruise around in pedal cars
or jump around on the bounce pil-
low (additional fees apply). Santa
Paula Creek runs through the 
resort and taking a swim is a great
way to beat the heat. Nighttime
activities include Bigfoot and
haunted hikes, plus a movie under
the stars at the pavilion. Be sure
to attend the pancake breakfast
held each Sunday.

Ventura Ranch KOA
805-933-3200, www.koa.com.

http://www.airstream.com
http://www.koa.com


http://www.goodsamcard.com/gs46
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by Tom Kaiser

Jensen AWM968 Stereo
Upgrade your RVs sound system with Jensen’s AWM968 RV-specific, wall-mounted
multimedia entertainment center. It can be mounted in nearly any convenient location,
and gives RVers the ability to enjoy the radio, CDs, streaming audio and DVDs. The
AWM968 runs on 12-volt DC power. Audio can be streamed from any Bluetooth-enabled
device, making it especially convenient to stream content to outdoor speakers without
having to enter your RV. Other features include blue backlit controls, a dimmable display,
alarm clock with sleep timer, and front audio and video inputs. 
ASA Electronics; 877-305-0445, www.jensenrvdirect.com

“Trailerama” by Phil Noyes
Learn all about the travel trailer’s unique place in 20th century America through a highly
visual book filled with fascinating imagery that will surprise trailer enthusiasts and those
not familiar with the lifestyle. From music to greeting cards and postcards to films, travel
trailers have become a major component of pop culture. This kitschy book, by Phil Noyes,
puts the entire industry and its cultural implications on grand display, and provides a
colorful look at America’s love of a life spent on the road. 
Gibbs Smith; 800-835-4993, www.gibbs-smith.com

Let’s face it; buying gifts can be quite a chore — especially when you’ve been shopping
for the same special people for years. Aside from focusing on your loved ones’ true

interests, which is the key, sometimes a fresh set of eyes can help nudge you toward
the perfect gift that shows you care and, most importantly, are paying attention. Here
is our list of 14 fun, useful and innovative gift ideas to please the camper, RV enthusiast
or general outdoorsman on your list. Happy shopping, and happy holidays from the
staff of Trailer Life!

$30

$349.99

http://www.jensenrvdirect
http://www.gibbs-smith.com
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Royal River Recliner
Give the gift of yearlong comfort with the sturdy, comfortable Royal River Recliner
camp chair. Its quality construction means the Royal River reclines smoothly and is
built to last longer than lesser products. Features include easy-grip side knobs to
hold your reclining position, padded armrests, heavy-duty elastic lacing that
supports the water-resistant, UV-protected fabric and hook-and-loop straps that
make for easy storage. There’s even a movable cushion for supporting the head,
knees, back or feet. 
Camping World; 888-626-7576, www.campingworld.com

Vintage Edition Scrabble
A beautifully rendered take on the wildly popular crossword
board game, Restoration Hardware’s exclusive Vintage
Edition Scrabble tucks inside a finely crafted hardwood
cabinet, features die cast metal accents, including the
drawer pull and tile racks, and includes a rotating game
board with a raised grid that’s as functional as it is striking.
Includes 100 embossed wood letter tiles, four tile racks,
metallic timer, a fabric-wrapped scoring book with
matching pencil and a storage drawer with an elegant
organizer tray. 
Restoration Hardware; 800-910-9836, 
www.restorationhardware.com

Haier Sound Bar with Wireless Subwoofer
Dramatically upgrade the movie-watching experience in your RV with much better
sound quality that doesn’t take up valuable space or leave a tangled mess of cords
dangling. Haier’s Sound Bar with Wireless Subwoofer puts out crisp, clear sound
and rich, booming bass to pump up the excitement and drama of any films, TV or
music you’re enjoying. The slim profile pairs well with flat-screen TVs and the
space constraints within RVs, and it includes leg stands, wall brackets, an HDMI
cable a 120-volt AC power adapter and remote control. 
Camping World; 888-626-7576, www.campingworld.com

I Love Camping Bean Bag Toss
Bag toss is an exciting outdoor game that everybody, young
and old, loves to play, and Camping World’s “I Love
Camping” designed bean bag toss set is a festive take on an
American classic. The board is officially sized for
tournament play, and both fold in half within weather-
resistant bags for easy transportation making it ideal for
carrying in your truck or trailer. The camping motif was 
exclusively created for Camping World stores, along with a
“Living the Lifestyle” variant that shows a relaxing, pastoral
trailer-camping scene. Each design includes four red and
four blue bean bags, and game instructions. 
Camping World; 888-626-7576, www.campingworld.com

$91.88

$199

$119. 99

$349.99

http://www.campingworld.com
http://www.restorationhardware.com
http://www.campingworld.com
http://www.campingworld.com
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Microsoft Streets & Trips
All new for 2013, Microsoft Streets & Trips allows travelers to quickly and easily build customized,
efficient travel plans in a sleek, high-contrast format that includes 2.5 million points of interest for visiting
along the way. Generate maps and directions, customize them with your start and stop times, add notes
such as reservation numbers of RV park hours — all of it can be done without an Internet connection
while you’re on the road. A fuel consumption manager helps travelers budget their fuel costs, and user
reviews are now added to pick which hotels, services, restaurants or parks are worth a visit. 
Microsoft; 800-642-7676, www.microsoft.com/streets/rv

Cobra MicroTalk CXR925 Radios
Stay in touch, without cell service, up to a
claimed 35 miles in ideal conditions and
terrain with Cobra’s new Microtalk CXR925
two-way radios. They operate on the
maximum power allowed by law, with long-
lasting lithium-ion batteries. Next-
generation features include
Rewind-Say-Again, allowing users to
replay missed calls. A built-in NOAA
receiver provides real-time weather
updates, and a VibrAlert notifies users of
calls in noisy or noise-sensitive environ-
ments where it’s best to be quiet. 
Cobra Electronics; 773-889-3087,
www.cobra.com 

$39.95

$99.95

$19.99-$29.99 Oster Electric Wine Opener
Skip the twisting, struggling and broken
corks when using your old-fashioned wine
key with the slim, modern Electric Wine
Opener from Oster that does the work for
you. It’s a cordless device that will open all
traditionally sized wine bottles in mere
seconds by simply touching a button. A
separate recharging base repowers the
unit, also making it easy to transport
between your home and RV. An included
foil cutter removes wine bottle seals. It
comes in red, black, silver and stainless
steel to match your galley’s décor. 
Oster Appliances; 800-334-0759,
www.oster.com 

http://www.microsoft.com/streets/rv
http://www.cobra.com
http://www.oster.com
http://www.clamoutdoors.com
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HOME IS WHERE 
THE PHONE IS. 
Bring your home phone number with you while
you’re traveling with Home Phone Connect.

*  Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 17.4% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 16¢ Regulatory & 99¢ 
Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are in addition to monthly access & not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov’t 
taxes & our surcharges could add 7%-42% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: 
Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line ($350 for advanced devices). 
Restocking fee may apply. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. While supplies last. Eligibility 
to port your home number varies. Service is not equivalent to landline phone service & not compatible with home security 
systems. The cordless phone shown is for illustration purposes only. Customers must provide their own home phone equipment. 
© 2012 Verizon Wireless. 

Woolrich Fawn Grove Throw
Named after a charming plot of land in south-central
Pennsylvania between Harrisburg, Pa., and Baltimore,
Md., Woolrich’s Fawn Grove throw blanket brings a
comforting touch of small town America to your home,
whether it be fixed or in transit. It’s made from soft
wool plaid fabric and is claimed to be as soft as a
newborn fawn’s coat, inspiring its name. Available in
five colorful, yet timeless, patterns, the 54-by-70-inch
Fawn Grove is spun, dyed and woven in Woolrich, Pa. 
Woolrich; 877-512-7305, www.woolrich.com

Trikke T78CS
Scoot and carve your way around the
campground or neighborhood with a
Trikke T78CS so-called carving vehicle
that’s easy for riders of all ages and 
unmistakably unique. Its design allows
it to fold down to a compact size making
it easy to store behind your truck’s seat
or in your RV’s storage area. Whether
it’s for fitness, health, fun, rehabilitation
or basic mobility, the Trikke line of
carving vehicles are perfect for RVers in
motion. As the company points out,
most of its users are older than 40 years
of age. 
Trikke Carving Vehicles; 877-487-4553,
www.trikke.com

Sipping Stones
Make a splash at your next gathering
with Sipping Stones, a unique and con-
versation-generating way to keep your
drinks chilled without the diluting effects
of ice. The stones are finely crafted from
100 percent pure nonporous soapstone,
and come with nine chilling rocks, a gift
box and carrying pouch to bring them
wherever you go. Just pop your Sipping
Stones in the freezer until you’re ready
to drop them in your drink of choice
whether it’s in a high ball, tumbler,
snifter — or any other. They add no
flavor to the beverage and, most impor-
tantly, will never dull down the taste like
cubes of ice. 
Sipping Stones; www.sippingstones.com q

$119

$249.99

$14. 95
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hen your diesel engine’s
fuel pump and filter begin
to show signs of age, such
as leaks, falling pressure

and less than optimum filtration, it may
be time to find a better solution than
running to the local auto parts store or
dealership and slapping in a replace-
ment of the same stock pump and filter.
Improve its purity and performance by
upgrading to an aftermarket filtration
system.

After all, the diesel in your tank can
include a significant amount of unwanted
air and vapor, along with other contami-
nants that can degrade the engine’s per-
formance. We’ll hightlight in photos the
installation of a fuel-air separator sys-
tem (FASS) that is designed to remove
contaminants. We’ll also document the
performance benefits that resulted from

this FASS fuel system upgrade.
According to Cummins service 

bulletin 5-135, “The source of the
vapor is the fuel itself. Like water, fuel
contains a certain amount of dissolved
air depending upon the fuel tempera-
ture, pressure on the fuel, specific
gravity and the amount of aeration to
which the fuel has been subjected.”
Cummins indicates No. 2 diesel con-
tains about 10 percent air.

Other factors that create more air
and vapor in the diesel, including 
increased vacuum on the line (due to
overcoming the force of gravity, since
fuel tanks are normally mounted lower
than the engine), agitating the tank
(when your vehicle is bumping down the
road and sloshing around the fuel),
higher temperatures (the fuel thins out,
increasing volatility), and lower altitude

(more oxygen density).
Granted, a factory filter on your vehi-

cle can remove a certain amount of air
and dirt before it gets into your engine,
as long as it’s clean and not restricting
flow (which would otherwise increase
vacuum and the amount of vapor pro-
duced). Note, also, that 90-degree fuel
fittings can create restrictions (called a
liquid eddy current) and thus produce
more air and vapor. That’s why mandrel-
bent fittings are a better choice.

Consider, too, that many diesel 
enthusiasts are fond of pumping up the
turbo boost for more torque and better
towing performance. This approach can
result in a leaner air/fuel mixture unless
there’s a corresponding increase in fuel
delivery. That’s usually achieved through
bigger injectors, along with an aftermar-
ket programmer that tells the injectors

Eliminating diesel fuel contaminants with
a replacement fuel/air separation system

1) Components of the FASS system include
two filters (water and air/vapor) with a 
pressure pump (center), plus a fitting for the
return line to the filler neck (red cylinder at
left), and mounting brackets, wiring har-
nesses, hoses and install fittings. 2) The ’96
Dodge Ram we used for this install already
had a remote filtration unit, which simplified
access to the filter, but we decided to remove
the entire unit for more room up top. And the
old lift pump was showing its age, so we
scrapped the entire remote-filter setup. 

GO
WITH
THE

FLOW

Story and photos by Steve Temple
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to stay open longer and flow more fuel
into the engine. Making the injectors flow
more fuel certainly makes more power,
but the fuel pressure coming from the in-
jection pump might be inconsistent or in-
sufficient due to the fact that the factory
fuel lift pump wasn’t designed to support
aftermarket horsepower levels.

What FASS Can Do
The FASS unit is designed to do a sig-
nificantly better job of eliminating air
vapor in the fuel by increasing its 
density, along with the amount of fuel
going to the injection pump, compared
to the performance of an OEM replace-
ment unit. The standard FASS unit

consists of three main parts: a
pump/filtration unit with the availabil-
ity of 65 to 260 GPH fuel pumps, water
separator and fuel filter.

Air bubbles can be corrosive, too, 
especially with today’s higher injection
pressures. Older diesels ran on as low
as 2,000 PSI, but now they run any-
where from 30,000 to even 40,000 PSI.
Achieving these levels, which are criti-
cal to improving combustion efficiency
to meet emissions standards, requires
very precise tolerances in the 

3) Remove the rubber washer from the injector block. If the washers get double-stacked during reattachment, the fuel line will probably leak.
4) The old lift pump (left) is simple and reliable, but nothing lasts forever. 5) The fuel heater wasn’t defective, but we went with the FASS heater
instead, since we were dispensing with the lift pump. 6) We had hoped to run metal tubing for the fuel all the way to the injector block, but since
there wasn’t room for the elbow fitting, we had to trim the existing line and install a flexible fuel hose. The flexible line simply clamped onto the
factory metal fitting for the banjo bolt. 7) Where the fuel line protruded from the firewall, the metal tubing was cut and flared.

8) Make sure to snug down the compression
fittings good and tight, as the fuel pump
puts out 90 GPH at 45 PSI of pressure. 9) Use
plumber’s tape to seal the threads of the 
T-fitting that routes air and vapor in a return
line to the tank.

Purified fuel
to the engine

(dirt, air vapor & water
contaminants removed)

Fuel becomes
pressurized

AIR SEPARATION

Air/vapor return
to the tank

Dirt/particulate
removal

Pure fuel

FUEL FILTER WATER SEPARATOR

Water removal

Port of entry

Air
Water

Dirt/particulate

How FASS Works

Go with the Flow
3 4 5

8

9
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injectors. That increases the need for
proper lubrication, which the fuel itself
provides. And any increase in air or 
debris undermines this lubricating
quality.

Air in the diesel has another nega-
tive impact of eliminating the fluid
damping effect of fuel on the injector
mechanism. An air bubble in the tip of
the injector provides no shock absorp-
tion during its action, and over time
this dramatically increased load may
cause a fatigue crack to form in the tip,
which can eventually lead to tip failure.

This scenario can cascade to cause
more problems: cavitation and pre-
combustion. Cavitation wear results
when air bubbles violently compress
under high pressure, producing forces
strong enough to tear apart metal.

In addition, just as the piston in the
cylinder of a diesel engine produces
compression ignition, so too can this
combustion event occur at a much
smaller scale in an injector. The 

injector plunger could ignite the mix-
ture of fuel and air before it enters the 
cylinder.

Replace and Run
A FASS Titanium 125 GPH at 45 PSI unit for
our ’96 Dodge Ram sells for about $693,
but there is a wide range of light-truck
applications, with pricing starting at
about $250, including some customs.
T&A Performance of Sparks, Nev., is 
familiar with this system and can offer
some common sense suggestions for
anyone replacing a lift pump and 
installing a new filtration pump system,
such as placing the pump as close as
possible to the fuel source to avoid 
aerating fuel, which can cavitate the
pump and shorten its lifespan. T&A also
recommends installing a fuel pressure
gauge so you can monitor the pressure
for any unwanted dips.

T&A also plugged in the FASS fuel
heater, which is designed to prevent
the fuel from gelling or clouding at low

While aftermarket upgrades,
such as the FASS unit, are gen-
erally regarded as an improve-
ment, the stock fuel filters for
6.0 Power Stroke diesels are
taller and have a better O-ring
mounting seal than certain 
aftermarket units we’ve seen,
and they’re covered with a wax
membrane to separate water
from the fuel. Another added
feature is a vent hole (being
pointed to) that allows the entire
filter element to purge air. After-
market units without this feature
tend to only filter on one side.
The difference in overall per-
formance is simply not worth the
small amount of money you
might save on a cheaper non-
factory filter.

10) The slotted brackets allow for a variety
of mounting options. A drilling template is 
included with the system to simplify bolting
to the frame. A rubber spacer fits between
the brackets to minimize noise and 
vibration. 11) Here’s the fuel pump without 
filters, attached to brackets welded to the
frame. 12) The fuel return line feeds into
the filler neck by using the red cylinder
with a junction pipe on the side. 13) Getting
at the fuel lines on top of the tank can be 
challenging, especially in this case, since a
60-gallon underbody tank had already
been added. Be sure to clean the suction
tube, since debris can lock up the FASS
motor. After cleaning the suction tube, 
attach the FASS tubing, and plug or remove
the factory line.

Ford Factory Filters are Fine

6 7

10 11

12 13
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temperatures. The truck used in this
testing sees some duty in the 
mountains at sub-freezing winter 
temperatures, so having this heating 
feature is a must.

Once the FASS was up and running,
we noticed a couple of immediate differ-
ences. First, this higher-pressure pump

makes a distinct hissing noise. It’s not a
big problem, but keep that in mind when
you’re picking a mounting location,
you’ll want it as far away from the cabin
area as possible.

When asked about the noise level,
Brad Ekstam of FASS pointed out that
the company makes pumps ranging

from 65 to 260 GPH, and depending on
the application, units with higher pres-
sure have higher noise levels. The 
Titanium Series pump in the unit we 
installed puts out more than 125 GPH at
45 PSI. Lower pressure FASS Systems
can hardly be heard.

The throttle response with the FASS
was noticeably different as well. The 
acceleration felt crisper off the line,
and cruising at highway speeds re-
quired less engine RPM. In addition, we
ran a fuel-consumption test, from
Reno, Nev., to Sacramento, Calif., and
back again, going over the grade on I-
80 through the 8,000-foot Donner Pass
north of Lake Tahoe.

We gained about 0.5 MPG with a
heavy load in the bed on the initial test
run. Next we towed a 30-foot travel
trailer on the same route, and recorded
an average of 15.6 MPG. On a previous
run with this truck and trailer, without
the FASS unit, 14 MPG was our average
fuel consumption. Some FASS cus-
tomers report gains of as much as 2 to
3 MPG while running empty, and with a
heavy load, 8 to 11 percent.

So far, our fuel mileage results have
been somewhat consistent with the com-
pany’s claims. More importantly, how-
ever, is the peace of mind in knowing the
diesel fuel is getting some extra filtration
to keep higher levels of unwanted air,
water and other contaminants out of the
fuel system and engine, so our hard-
working tow vehicle should continue to
run smoothly and efficiently for many
more years to come. q

14) Wiring harnesses for the heater and fuel pump should be routed and bundled together with cable ties, and secured to the frame away
from any heat sources, moving objects or potential chafing. T&A advises installing the heater wiring at the same time, even if you don’t
plan to use it right away, so it’s available for later use. 15) Before spinning on the filters, apply white grease or engine oil to the 
gaskets. Don’t use diesel fuel on the gasket. Both filters simply spin on and can be tightened by hand. In case you need to bleed off the
larger one, there’s a fitting on the bottom that releases both air and water. It’s also an easy way to prime the system in case you run low on
fuel and have trouble restarting. 16) The water separator should be drained periodically by loosening the nut on the bottom. Depending on
the source of the fuel (high-traffic truck stops are better than smaller, remote stations, since they usually have less moisture in the fuel),
the air/vapor filter needs to be replaced every 8,000 to 15,000 miles.

17) Use a Sharpie to label the fuse holders for the fuel pump and fuel heater, so you can 
locate them more easily. 18) Splice the solenoid wiring into the power wire. It’s much better
to solder them together rather than using a T-plug to ensure a solid connection and reli-
able operation. 19) The electric heater element screws into the side of the filter assembly.
The radiator fluid can also be routed through the block of the assembly for heating the fuel.
20) We routed the wiring through the firewall to the fuse panel on the side of the dash,
which activated the pump only when the key is in the “on” position.

Go with the Flow
14 15 16

17 18

19 20
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Honda Generators
Super Sale

In Stock and
Ready to Ship

Honda Generator
Model #EU-2000i

$899
Free Shipping

Remote starter
available with this

generator $239
Honda Generator

Model #EU-3000is
$1,899

Free Shipping
Full line of Honda Generators in Stock
• Now Available: NEW #EU-6500is, $3,499

Pair of EU-2000’s and Parallel Cables $1,949

Model #EU-1000 $679

Visit Us ONLINE NOW at
www.speedwaysales.com/Honda AWNING
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GoodSamClub.com

Good Sam Club now offers 
even more money-saving 

reasons to join!
Good Sam RV Park  

 Camping Discounts
Camping World Club Pricing
Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane &  
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Construction
Research on oil filters will yield a
focus on construction methods,
making it all too easy to “armchair
quarterback” what you can see in a
cut-open filter. But it’s not so easy to
evaluate performance or reliability
that way, and it isn’t wise to focus on
just one aspect of a filter without
bearing in mind a number of factors,
cost being key. Among the major man-
ufacturers, differences in features
may simply come down to the price
point and filter change interval. It’s

If the oil pump is an engine’s heart and oil is blood, the oil filter
must be the liver. Like the liver, it filters contaminants from the
engine’s bloodstream. Filtration reduces wear and extends the

life of the engine but also extends the service life of the oil.

safe to say that the major manufac-
turers have validated their construc-
tion choices with a great deal of
testing. That may not be true of off-
brand, low-rent, no-name filters that
are simply too cheap, but we won’t let
them enter our discussion. Everything
here is predicated upon the filter
being from an established,
mainstream filter manufacturer with a
valuable reputation to protect.

Efficiency
Filter efficiency comes down to the

media. There are two basic concepts,
surface filtration and depth filtration. A
surface loaded media carries most of
the contaminants on or near the
surface. A depth-loaded media takes
some of the contamination inside itself.

Cellulose is surface-loaded media.
It’s the most common and despite
being old school it still has many
benefits, primarily low cost. Plant-
based cellulose fibers are treated with
a resin giving them chemical
resistance and structural integrity so
they can be molded into pleats.
Cellulose can be manufactured in
many different levels of efficiency and
can remove small amounts of
moisture from oil, which reduces
oxidation. Its downsides versus
synthetic media are relatively low

by Jim Allen

METAL ENDCAP AND
PREMIUM POTTING

CENTER TU BE

BYPASS VALVE

BASE PLATE

SILICONE ADBV

BASE GASKET

WIRE-BACKED
SYNTHETIC MEDIA

HIGHLY PRESSURE 
RESISTANT SHELL
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capacity, lower flow and vulnerability to
collapsing from excess water,
chemicals and age-based deterioration.

Synthetic media is a depth media
and made from fibers that are spun
from man-made materials like nylon or
polyester. Because its shape and
diameter can be engineered, synthetic
media can be made to flow and filter
very well. It can be made thick or thin or
even in layers of varying density. It’s
more resistant to water, chemicals and
deterioration than cellulose. Very small

synthetic fibers are called nanofibers
and, when incorporated in the media,
they offer very fine filtration with high
flow and capacity. The downsides of
synthetic media are mostly cost-based.
Because it cannot be treated and
molded, it needs backing, which is
usually done with wire screens and
adds to the manufacturing cost.
Synthetic media doesn’t absorb water,
which is both good and bad.

What is proving to be a very cost-
effective filter media are blends of

synthetic and cellulose fibers, which
increase capacity and efficiency while
keeping the cost down. These blends
are the future at a lower cost that’s here
now in the baseline Fram Extra Guard
filters — one of the most efficient
baseline filters you can buy.

Filter Care and Feeding
Jay Buckley, technical training
manager at Fram says there is no
particular shelf life for a filter as long
as humidity is kept low. David Cline,
product manager of oil filtration
systems for the Racor division of
Parker Hannifin says any rust seen on
the endcap is sufficient reason to
discard the filter due to possible high
humidity. Cellulose media is particu-
larly vulnerable to degradation from
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(Left) When the bypass valve is closed and differential pressure is low, oil enters the filter through the outer ring of holes in the filter base and
exits through the center tube. (Right) When differential pressure is high, the bypass valve opens (shown here in the fully open position). It isn’t
always a fully open or fully closed scenario. At times, the bypass may open a little while some oil is still flowing through the filter. Assuming
the correct viscosity grade of oil is in the engine, the conditions that produce bypass are in order of frequency: cold oil, sudden high RPM and
clogged media. As the media begins to load up, the effects of cold oil and engine RPM combine to cause the valve to open more often.

Cellulose media is just less than 30 microns
absolute, blended media around 25 microns
and synthetic is around 20 microns. Look
closely at the gradual drop in efficiency of
synthetic media versus cellulose. The syn-
thetic media is still in the mid-90 percent effi-
ciency range even nearing 10 microns. Media
efficiency can vary lower or higher from these
averages depending on the application.

Engine Oil Filters
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humidity, but any filter can have
potential issues. The best advice is to
adapt the mountain man’s attitude
toward gunpowder and keep your
stored filters dry.

Service life is most often measured
in miles but oil filters can last longer
than one year in service when used
under their mileage limit. The conserva-
tive time recommendations are due to
the uncertainty of the manufacturers to
the exact conditions their filters are
operating. Cellulose media, for
example, is vulnerable to the long-term
effects of oxidation and being immersed
in high-additive oils. The oxidation
byproducts that come from engines
used in short hop operations are a
primary cause of plugged filters used in
low mileage but long time intervals. The
closest thing we’ve seen to a maximum
service interval is three years.

Occasionally, you will discover dents
in the oil filter can. Is that a death
sentence for the filter? Potentially, yes.
If you see a dent on a newly purchased
filter, exchange it. There’s no sense
taking chances with a can that has
compromised integrity. Beyond that
easy choice is a lot of gray area. It would
take some very bad luck and specific
circumstances for a can rupture to
occur as a result of minor damage in
normal operation, yet you must balance
the cost of a filter against the risk of
losing an expensive engine.

Filtration and Degradation
Contaminants in the oil are one of the
things that cause degradation. Many of
the additives are designed to disperse
contaminants and slow the chemical
reactions that create acids in the oil.

ADBVs are an important part of the filter 
because they aid in reducing start-up wear
by not allowing the oil to drain or be siphoned
out when the engine is shut down. On the left
is a silicone combo valve that is both an ADBV
and a bypass valve. Next is a Nitrile valve and
finally the silicone valve on the right. A
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Eventually, the additives are depleted
doing this. The cleaner the oil remains,
the longer the additives last and the
longer you can keep the oil in service.

Cline recently wrote about the
benefits of enhanced filtration on oil life.
The bottom line was that with signifi-
cantly improved filtration, oil life was
significantly improved. Total Base
Number (TBN), a measure of the active
additive level remaining in the oil, was
better at 15,000 miles than with conven-
tional filtration at 5,000, and not just by
a little bit. This was a test done with
high-efficiency bypass filters, but an
improvement in primary filters can
benefit you in the same way, though less
dramatically.

The State of California did a more
comprehensive test in 2008 in a
document entitled “Evaluation of High
Efficiency Oil Filters in the State Fleet.”
The state test involved heavy-duty
trucks, but its results mirrored those of
the Racor test in the light-duty vehicle
realm. The resulting recommendation
was to increase the oil change interval

from 6,000 to 10,000 miles with the use
of improved efficiency long-life filters. 

Improving Filtration
Abe Khalil of the Filtran Company said,
“There’s no such thing as oil that’s too
clean.” This is true, but you also have to
take into account the tradeoffs. Lately,
technology has given us some great
filtration tools. You can find premium
filters that offer improved filtration over
the filter your engine may have been
designed to use. It may be significantly
improved filtration.

Where some people get into trouble
is when they take it a step farther by

adapting a high-efficiency filter from
another application. What you don’t
want is to end up with a plugged filter
before the end of a service interval. By
now you know, even with the improved
capacity of synthetic elements, there
may be a tradeoff of capacity for
efficiency in a given package size. If you
can increase the amount of media or
capacity at the same time you increase
efficiency, the increased capacity will
balance with the efficiency. The high-
end filters on the market list rated
intervals, which are now in the range of
10,000 to 15,000 miles and the manu-
facturers stand behind them in their
specific applications.

Longer oil change intervals are
becoming the norm and improved
filtration is a part of this new capability.
As the costs of petroleum-based
products rise, longer oil change
intervals save the consumer money and
conserve resources. The improvements
in oil and filtration allow this along with
gains in engine longevity.

Final Words
A $10 to15 oil filter will make your
engine last longer than a $3 filter, but
you may have to wait thousands of miles
to see the benefits. You can run a longer
oil change interval with a high-efficiency
oil filter, but the operational cycle will
still be the limiting factor with any type
of oil and filter combination. We couldn’t
get any averages from our experts
because there are so many variables,
but with the technology available today,
the current 7,500 miles is fast becoming
10,000 miles and beyond. q

SOURCES
Fram, 800-890-2075, www.fram.com
Racor, 800-344-3286, www.parker.com/racor
Royal Purple, royalpurpleconsumer.com

These two microscopic
views of filter media are
at the same 250x reso-
lution so you can see
how the passages in the
synthetic media are
generally smaller and
how there are larger
pores in the cellulose. 

Engine Oil Filters
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Absolute Micron Rating
The smallest particle a filter can catch 98.7 percent of on
the first pass through the filter.

ADBV - Anti-drainback Valve
Prevents oil from draining out of the filter after the engine
is shut down and shortens the period of time it takes the
engine to develop full oil pressure on restart. There are
two main choices in material: nitrile and silicone. Nitrile is
fine, but subject to heat aging over time. It will harden
when subjected to high temperatures over a long time so
it’s used in lower-cost filters intended for a life of about
5,000 miles and no more than about 7,500 miles. Silicone
is a lot more durable and is used in longer life filters.
Silicone also offers superior low-temperature
performance.

Beta Ratio (See also Efficiency)
Another way to express filter efficiency is the ratio of
particles upstream of the filter to those downstream. Beta
ratios show the particle size in microns and the efficiency
(in percent) at that size. Beta 4=200 (or B4=200), for
example, means a filter will catch a 99.5 percent of all 4
micron particles. You may also see double numbers, such
as Beta 2/20=10/75. The 2/20 indicates 2 and 20 microns.
The 10/75 indicates Beta values of 90 and 98.6667
percent.
Standard Beta Values and Percentages

2=50%
10=90%
20=95%
75=98.7%
100=99%
200=99.5%
1000=99.9%

Burst Strength
Relates directly to oil pressure, which can be surprisingly
high during momentary surges. If normal oil pressure is
60 PSI, the filter might see surges more than 100 PSI. The
danger comes if the engine oil pressure relief valve sticks
closed, even momentarily. An engine oil pump can
produce tremendously unregulated high oil pressure —
more than 200 PSI in many cases.  

Bypass Valve
A valve built into most oil filters (sometimes the engine)
that allows oil to bypass the element if the filter gets
restricted. There are many designs — too many to evaluate
individually. They all work well when properly engineered. 

Capacity
Filter contaminant capacity, or the amount the filter can
hold before restriction reaches the maximum differential
pressure. Sometimes capacity is expressed in grams and
may be reflected in recommended mileage intervals. 

Combo ADBV/Bypass Valves
This is a recent invention that promises to simplify oil
filter operation and manufacturing. It’s found on only a
few filters at this time.

Core
The center tube of the filter and primarily responsible for
preventing media collapse, but it also plays a part in oil
flow. They are metal, nylon and even engineered fiber and
take many shapes. Again, all designs work and it’s
difficult to say one is better than another. With the brand
name filters, any differences will not be huge because a
reputable company will have engineered for strength and
flow according to the application.

Differential Pressure
This is the difference in pressure between the inlet side of
a filter and the outlet side, also referred to as “Delta-P.”
There is some flow resistance in the filter element that
rises as contaminants build up. Differential pressure also
changes with oil viscosity. Oil viscosity decreases with
higher temperature and vice versa so differential pressure
goes up and down with engine oil temperature.

Efficiency - Filter Efficiency
The ability of the filter media to capture contaminants. It is
usually, and properly, expressed as a percentage at a
specific size, i.e. 50 percent at 30 microns. See also Beta
Ratio.

Endcaps
The main job of the endcaps is to retain the ends of the
media. That’s mostly a feature of the potting (the glue)
into which the media is embedded. There can be
engineered fiber, metal, plastic endcaps — even filters
with no endcaps. When properly engineered and
executed, they all work well.

ISO-4548-12
The current standard test for oil filter efficiency with
internal combustion engines. It’s a continuous, multipass
test that uses a calibrated contaminant injected at a
specific rate upstream of the filter. Automatic particle
counters count the incoming and outgoing particles con-
tinuously until the filter’s maximum rated differential
pressure is reached.

Micron
One millionth of a meter. Equal to 0.00003937-inch. Blood
cells are about 25 microns and hair is 70-100 microns. A
person with good peepers can see a 40 micron particle.

Nominal Micron Rating
The particle size a filter can catch 50 percent of on the
first pass through the filter.

FILTER GLOSSARY



Camping World, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card

http://www.campingworld.com


http://www.campingworld.com


LOSING THE
LONG-WHEELBASE BLUES

68 TRAILERLIFE  December 2012

Towing a 37-foot fifth-wheel with a
long-wheelbase dually can
challenge even the most

seasoned RVers when it comes to 
maneuvering in tight places. Our prior,
shorter fifth-wheel was fitted with a 5th
Airborne Sidewinder pin box, which
made negotiating city streets, tight fuel
stations and technical backing into tight
campsites a pleasure. The Sidewinder
(Reese/Cequent Towing Products) was
designed to eliminate the need for a
sliding hitch when towing with a short-
bed truck. Missing the svelte handling
characteristics of the old fifth-wheel
setup, but not the improved livability

afforded by the new 37-footer, we
reasoned that the 5th Airborne
Sidewinder might have a positive effect
on our current fifth-wheel and long-bed
truck combo. After discussing this 
application with the Reese tech people,
we installed the Sidewinder and
realized better-than-expected results.

The installation of the 5th Airborne
Sidewinder would have been easier and
faster with the use of a forklift for
assistance. The ideal situation is to
assemble both parts of the pin box and
the turret assembly on a forklift, then
raise into place and torque the bolts to
the recommended specification of 150

ft-lb.
Budget 
approximately
one hour for installation.

Due to the fact this installation was
completed in a campground, the task
was a bit more challenging and required
the generous assistance of our able-
bodied neighbor. Following the guide in
the manual for matching the spacers to
the turret assembly, we installed the
roll pins so that the holes in the spacers
would line up to the frame bracket of
our factory Fabex PB-500 pin bracket.

You will need to know which pin box
you have in order to properly match the

Story and photos by Bill and Jenn Gehr

Install the 5th Airborne Sidewinder pin box by Reese/Cequent
Towing to improve trailer tracking and overall towing comfort
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1) The decision was made to set the old pin box into the hitch to securely hold in place for removal of the bolts in lieu of having an available
forklift. 2) Due to the heavy weight, a drift punch proved to be a valuable tool for aligning the holes in the pin box. 3) A "cheater" wrench was
used to hold up the back end of the pin box while removing the front bolts.

hole pattern. If you are unsure of the pin
box model simply hold up the spacer
plate to the frame wing brackets to
determine the correct hole pattern to
follow in the directions. This will allow
the arm to clear the wings during
pivoting.

With the spacer attached to the
turret assembly, the turret is raised into
place and the six bolts are torqued to
150 ft-lb. Be sure that the notches on
the spacers face downward and that the
turret assembly protrudes below the
frame wings.

The pin box arm comes in two
pieces with multiple holes for height 
adjustments. Take several measure-
ments from the bottom of the turret to
the bottom edge of the trailer to get a
rough idea of which hole pattern to
utilize. A minimum of 1-inch clearance
with the full weight of the trailer

(landing jacks retracted) on the hitch is
required. Once this clearance has been
determined, the two parts are
assembled and torqued to the required
200 ft-lb.

The next step is to install the wear
plate onto the pivot arm with the
chamfer edge facing downward. With
the pivot bushing in place, apply a thin
coating of white lithium grease to the
pivot bushing and wear plate. The pin
box assembly is then locked into the
fifth-wheel hitch. Using a block of wood
and a bottle- or floor-jack, the pin box
assembly is roughly leveled so that the
pivot tube is vertical.

Once in place, the truck is backed up
so the pivot tube is aligned under the
turret assembly. Slowly lower the trailer
so the turret assembly slides down over
the pivot tube — you may need a block
of wood and a heavy hammer to prevent

sticking or binding during this process.
You may have to raise or lower the
bottle jack to keep the pivot tube in
proper alignment with the turret. 

When the bottom of the turret
comes into contact with the wear plate,
the upper wear disc should be installed
and the top cap with the supplied bolts
tightened temporarily to 25 ft-lb. It’s
critical that the upper wear disc shows
no visible gaps prior to tightening the
upper cap bolts.

Raise the trailer so that the
Sidewinder lifts off the fifth-wheel hitch
and remove the bottle jack support.
Torque the cap bolts to 45 ft-lb, being
careful to follow the tightening pattern
in the instructions. Over tightening will
cause the arm to bind.

The wedge on the Sidewinder
prevents the kingpin from pivoting in the
hitch. This allows the Sidewinder to

4) A hydraulic bottle jack was very useful while making slight up and down adjustments to the heavy parts being installed. 5) Roll pins were
used to hold the spacer plate in the proper position during the installation. 6) Installing the turret with the spacers in place (without the pin
box assembly) made the overall installation much easier.

1 2 3

4 5 6
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pivot at the turret 22 inches back from
the kingpin. The universal wedge is
removed from its storage position after
pulling the two bolts and lock washers.
Utilizing the same two bolts that were
just removed, the wedge is installed in
the lock-out position and bolts are
finger tightened.

All Sidewinders can be used as a
standard pin box for conventional towing
by implementing two lock-out bolts that
prevent rotation of the turret and allow
use of the pin box without the wedge.
Never operate a Sidewinder without
either the wedge or the lock-out bolts.
Operating without a wedge with the lock-
out bolts removed can cause extreme
damage to both the truck and trailer.

The type of hitch in your truck will
determine the orientation of the
universal wedge when mounted.
Reese/Cequent offers custom wedges
designed for specific fifth-wheel hitches.
Inquire with your dealer at the time of
purchase to determine if a special
wedge will be needed for installation.

At this point, air must be added to

the 5th Airborne Sidewinder’s airbag
before the first hook up. Pin weights
vary from trailer to trailer, so you will
need to add an estimated amount of air.
A good place to start is at 80 PSI. Once
air has been added, the trailer can be
hitched to the truck. It’s critical that the
truck and trailer are in a straight line so
that the wedge fits squarely into place.

After the kingpin is locked into
place, hammer in the universal wedge
so that it’s snug against the hitch. Both
bolts may not be accessible while the
unit is hitched. Tighten the most
accessible bolt to 95 ft-lb, then
disconnect the trailer and tighten both
bolts to 150 ft-lb. The wedge should
never need these adjustments again
unless the hitch is changed. Using the
same white lithium grease, follow the
instructions and lubricate the pertinent
points on your particular fifth-wheel
hitch model.

Once connected again, pull the
trailer forward several feet and
complete a few start and stop
sequences — each time gently

applying the brakes. With the truck
and trailer on level ground, place the
transmission in park so that the air
bag pressure can be fine-tuned. Air
can then be added or removed until
the bottom plate of the pin box is as
level as possible with the ground.

Prior to installing the 5th Airborne
Sidewinder, we conducted a series of
tests where we measured the exact
turning radius using our standard pin
box so we could establish an accurate
baseline for comparison. With the truck
and trailer in a straight line and starting
at the center of the rear wheel on the
driver’s side, we marked a line 30 feet
straight back. Every 5 feet we made a
vertical line outward to determine the
distance before the trailer’s rear tire
would begin to turn.

Before backing up, the steering
wheel was cranked all the way to
simulate maneuvering into a narrow
camp spot. It’s always been a
challenge to navigate in and around
tight areas, but this was the first time
we actually measured the distance

Losing the Long-Wheelbase Blues
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before the trailer started to turn. For
this test, the rear tire did not begin to
turn until we moved 15 feet, producing
a turning radius that would have taken
us into the next campsite if this had
been a real life situation.

The same test was then conducted
with the 5th Airborne Sidewinder and it
only took 6 feet before the trailer
started turning. Clearly, the Sidewinder
decreases the turning radius substan-
tially, allowing the user much quicker
turning capabilities. Not only is the
turning radius considerably shorter
with the Sidewinder, it also allowed
jackknifing of the trailer into a
campsite that would not be possible
before installing the new equipment.
The Sidewinder on our setup effectively
changes the front wheel cut from 46 to
52 degrees.

Another notable feature of the
Sidewinder is its ability to track closely

behind the truck around sharp curves
and narrow corners. This improvement
in maneuverability restores confidence
when making tight turns in camp-
grounds or on narrow city roads. 
Essentially the fifth-wheel now tracks
more like a conventional trailer. The
Sidewinder can be used to tow with a
step-side truck without risking contact
damage to the bed of the truck.

The particular Sidewinder we
tested has the 5th Airborne air-ride
feature that’s designed to reduce longi-
tudinal shock (chucking motion that
comes from trailer weight and not pin
weight) by 60 percent and vertical
shock by 44 percent. The integration of
an air-ride suspension greatly reduces
jarring to the inside of the truck,
improving ride quality and passenger
comfort.

When tested over uneven railroad
tracks and speed bumps, the 5th

Airborne soaked up the trailer
movement rather than succumbing to
the truck’s suspension in an attempt to
reduce vertical shock. Overall, the 5th
Airborne Sidewinder proved to be a
very valuable add-on when comparing
comfort and handling against using a
conventional pin box.

An actual demonstration of the 5th
Airborne Sidewinder can be viewed on
the Internet via YouTube; simply search
for Cequent Towing Sidewinder. The 5th
Airborne Sidewinder has a $1,973
MSRP; without the air-ride feature, the
price drops to $1,400. All Sidewinders
from Reese come with a limited
lifetime warranty supported by more
than 300,000 test cycles performed to
validate durability. q

Cequent Performance Products
888-521-0510,
www.ReeseProducts.com

7) All the bolts must be torqued to the recommended specifications that are provided in the Reese Installation manual. 8) Four 5/8-inch grade-8
bolts are used to assemble the pin box. 9) White lithium grease is applied onto the pivot bushing and both the upper and lower wear discs.

10) Once again, the trusty bottle jack made pressing the pin box into the turret assembly a simple task. 11) Although not suggested in the 
installation manual, we elected to apply Loctite on the outer cap bolts because their function is critical for safety and they are only torqued to
45 ft-lb. 12) Since the Sidewinder air spring only required low volume of air for filling, we successfully used a bicycle pump for this step.

7 8 9

10 11 12

http://www.reeseproducts.com
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by Tom Kaiser
PRODUCTS
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

RV CoPilot
Version 1.2
A new mobile app designed to assist RV owners with
the planning, details and execution of their trips, RV CoPilot by
Rural Technologies, is now more powerful than ever. The latest
version has up-to-the-minute weather monitoring, a mapping
assist where users can mark points of interest, a printable recipe
tracker for planning meals and grocery lists, along with cus-
tomizable checklists, journaling, expense tracking and budget-
ing. To download, visit the Apple iTunes Store and search for RV
CoPilot to download to your mobile phone or tablet device.

MSRP: $5.99  
Apple App Store, itunes.apple.com 
Circle 204 on Reader Service Card.

Firestone R4Tech Air
Suspension System
Now available for long-bed iterations
of the 2011-2012 Ford F-450, the
R4Tech kit is a hybrid air/leaf sus-
pension setup that replaces the fac-
tory leaf springs. Claimed benefits
include an improved ride by adjusting
to the conditions using the variable
spring rate of the air spring to stiffen
when the truck is loaded and soften
when it’s unloaded. It also improves
headlight aim and driveline angles.
The complete kit includes leaf plates,
lower trailing link, J-spring, spring
perches and mounting brackets, as
well as the air springs and onboard
compressor.

MSRP: $2,298
317-818-8600, www.firestoneindustrial.com
Circle 202 on Reader Service Card.

Roadmaster 21⁄2-inch
Quiet Hitch
Consider it a big brother to Road-
master’s original Quiet Hitch. The
new model, part number #062, fits
larger 21⁄2-inch hitch receivers that
are now coming standard with many
General Motors and Ford trucks,
vans and SUVs. The Quiet Hitch de-
sign eliminates the irritating rattle
that’s caused by the ball mount or
weight distribution head while going
down the road. It also minimizes
trailer sway and wander before it be-
gins through the reduction of free
play between the ball mount, making
your connection more solid and
seamless.

MSRP: $39.54
503-288-9898, www.roadmasterinc.com
Circle 203 on Reader Service Card.

ThermaCELL
Heated Insoles
A cordless, remote controlled and
rechargeable insole with a built-in
thermostat, the ThermaCELL Heated
Insoles are perfect for anyone prone
to cold toes during the winter
months. Allowing instant tempera-
ture adjustment at the touch of a but-
ton — without removing your
footwear — the Heated Insoles come
in five sizes and can be adjusted to
accommodate any shoes from a
women’s size 6 up to a men’s 13.
Lithium-ion batteries allow for more
than 500 charges lasting up to five
hours a shot, providing many winters
of use, according to the company. 

MSRP: $129.99
866-753-3837, www.thermacell.com
Circle 201 on Reader Service Card.

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT

http://www.thermacell.com
http://www.firestoneindustrial.Com
http://www.roadmasterinc.com
http://itunes.apple.com
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PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Ken Freund

Goodyear Tires
Whether towing a large trailer or hauling a heavy camper, RV enthusiasts rely on
pickups to deliver the power and versatility they require, and these trucks are often
equipped with turbodiesel engines to provide that necessary additional power. That
extra torque from the engine and the braking to bring heavier loads to a stop can
lead to additional stress placed on the tires, which can increase tread wear —
especially on vehicles towing large trailers on a regular schedule.

We recently talked with Jim Davis at
Goodyear about some of the company’s
light-truck and trailer tires. Aside from
recommending that drivers keep a
close watch on proper loading and
inflation, Davis had some new products
to share.

Goodyear’s Wrangler SilentArmor
Pro-Grade is for pickup truck owners
who regularly tow or haul heavy loads.
The SilentArmor Pro-Grade helps
provide a tough tread for those who use
their trucks in heavy-duty, high-torque
applications while delivering the
comfort and quiet ride they expect. A
chip- and chunk-resistant tread
compound enhances tread wear in
heavy loading and towing applications.
Two high-tensile steel belts and a layer
made with DuPont Kevlar (two layers of
Kevlar in Load Range E sizes) help
absorb road noise and provide a smooth

and quiet ride. Unique ridges are also
used within the tire’s tread for enhanced
traction in wet conditions. Goodyear’s
exclusive Durawall rubber compound
reinforces the sidewall to help resist
punctures and cuts. Durawall also
appears in the tread region on the
Wrangler Pro-Grade to enhance
resistance to punctures in the tread.

While Wrangler SilentArmor is
available in 55 P-Metric, LT and high-
flotation sizes for 15- to 20-inch rims,
Wrangler SilentArmor Pro-Grade is a
subset of 19 LT sizes in load rating E
and rim diameters from 16 to 20
inches. Wrangler SilentArmor Pro-
Grade fits most popular trucks on the
road, including Ford F-250 and F-350,
Chevy and GMC 2500 and 3500 models,
and Dodge/Ram 2500 and 3500.

For trailer applications, Goodyear
offers the Marathon ST line. The radial

tire line is specifically designed for
trailer towing. It features a design to
make trailer towing more stable; sizes
are available for travel trailers and fifth-
wheels. Marathon tires are made to
deliver dependable highway stability,
traction and long-lasting wear.

Ford Announces 2013 “Best in
Class” Standard V-6 Engines
with Bonus Tow Ratings

For 2013, the Ford F-150 offers “Best in
Class” towing capability with standard V-
6 engines. The 2013 3.7-liter V-6 Ford F-
150 touts tow ratings that in certain cab
configurations can go as high as 6,700
pounds. That bests the Chevy Silverado
4.3-liter V-6 model by 1,300 pounds, the
2013 Ram 1500 3.6-liter V-6 by 200
pounds and the Toyota Tundra V-6 model
by 1,800 pounds. Nissan offers no
comparable V-6 model in the Titan. q

Balance and Alignment
Keeping tires balanced and
the vehicle properly aligned
is important for tire longevity
and vehicle performance.

Unbalanced tires cause
road vibration, which can
lead to driver fatique,
premature tire wear (cupping
or dipping), and unnecessary
wear on the vehicle’s
suspension.

Tires should be balanced
whenever they’re mounted
on wheels.

They should be
rebalanced at the first sign of

a vibration or shimmy, and
once a year.

Wear and Tear
A tire’s tread directly affects
how it grips the road surface,
so it’s important to regularly
inspect it visually for signs of
uneven wear. These signs
can include high or low
areas, or unusually smooth
ones.

Misalignment of the front
or rear wheels can cause
rapid or uneven wear.
Vehicles with independent
rear suspension require

alignment of all four wheels.
Routinely have your
alignment checked as
specified in the vehicle’s
owner’s manual in order to
prolong tire life.

Sometimes irregular tire
wear can be corrected by
rotating tires. Consult the
vehicle’s owner’s manual or
visit a qualified tire service
establishment to find the 
appropriate rotation pattern
and schedule for the vehicle.    

Pressure and Inflation
Underinflation increases

treadwear on the outer
edges, and generates
excessive heat, which can
age tires faster.

Too much air pressure
causes the center tread to
carry most of the vehicle’s
weight, leading to faster de-
terioration and uneven wear.

To find the proper air
pressure for the tires on your
vehicle, look for the 
information on the sidewall
of the tire, in your owner’s
manual, on the sticker on the
driver’s side doorjamb, or in
the glove box.

Tire Tips

http://www.goodyear.com


HANDS ON MAXXFAN DELUXE article and photos by Tom Morr

Hanging out in a musty trailer is 
almost like being locked in a porta-

potty at the county fair. Ordinary bath-
room vents help release some stenchy
air into the great outdoors, but an array
of innovative upgrades over the stan-
dard hand-crank vent-fan combination
are offered by MaxxAir. The company
touts that more than 2 million of its RV
ventilation products have been installed
since 1988.

The newest offering is the MaxxFan
Deluxe. This is a vent fan with an 
elongated power lid that functions as a
rain shroud. The unit can operate with
the RV in motion or stationary. A hand-
held remote control is optional.

The heart of the system is a 
reversible 12-inch electric fan. It has 10
speeds, moving up to 900 CFM of air
while drawing a maximum 4 amps of

power. (Low speed draws only 0.2
amps.) The 10-blade fan functions as a
get-it-out exhaust fan, a fresh-air intake
and a lid-closed ceiling fan. The power
lid is fully sealed to prevent air loss
while running the furnace or air condi-
tioning.

The MaxxFan Deluxe also has an
available remote control that displays air
temperature. The remote contains an
auto mode, which turns the fan on and
off and opens/closes the power lid to
maintain the specified temperature. The
remote can obviously also control all
functions on demand using its keypad.

The fan is covered by a two-year
warranty, and the lid carries a limited
lifetime warranty. Available colors are
white and smoke, which provides a
tinted-window effect for RV owners who
want more ambient light inside.

Do-it-yourself installation is 
certainly feasible. The MaxxFan is 
manufactured to fit a standard 14-inch
square vent opening. The kit comes
with a trim ring that can be cut to fit

roof thickness ranging from 1 1/8
inches to 6.5 inches. Carpentry
work is required to adapt the

MaxxFan to thinner roofs. The fan unit
needs a minimum 8 inches of aft clear-
ance on the roof for the power hatch to
raise and lower without obstruction;
overall length is 23 inches.

Wiring for a 12-volt DC/minimum 5-
amp circuit also needs to be near the
opening. Wire should be the proper
gauge for its distance from the power
source. The MaxxFan is a fairly easy
retrofit for most existing vent fans.

The job requires roof sealant, which
will need to be sourced by the installer.
The sealant needs to be compatible with
the MaxxFan’s plastic flange. Sealants
that contain xylene, toluene, MEK, 
acetate, acetone, Thiokol or other in-
compatible solvents will damage the
plastic. Butyl-type caulks such as Dicor
Self-Leveling Lap Sealant have proven
effective.

In all, the MaxxFan Deluxe is one of
the most versatile, easy-to-install venti-
lation upgrades an RV owner can make.
It helps vent a trailer automatically: rain
or shine, parked or being towed.

Lesser-optioned MaxxAir models
are available with such cost-effective
features as a one-direction exhaust fan,
manual-opening lids, an on-fan keypad
control and various optional wall-
mounted controls. q

MaxxAir Vent Corp.,
800-780-9893, www.maxxair.com 

The MaxxFan Deluxe has a remote that displays air temperature in addition to operating the fan.

Improve
Trailer
Venting
MaxxFan Deluxe
Install Makes Life
More Comfortable 

DIFFICULTY 1 2 3 4 5

TIME TO COMPLETE 1 HOUR

TOOLS NEEDED PUTTY KNIFE, PHILLIPS
SCREWDRIVER, WIRE STRIPPER/CRIMPER,

STRAIGHT EDGE, HACKSAW

INSTALLATION »Self installation
is feasible. An avid DIY RV owner installed
this MaxxFan system in less than one hour. 

http://www.maxxair.com
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BRAKE TROUBLES

Q Two years ago, I replaced the entire
backing plate braking system on all

four wheels on our 2001 SunnyBrook
fiver. I have one wheel (left front) that
periodically grabs and locks up, skid-
ding the tire. There is always a metal-
to-metal-squealing at lockup. The
brake locking on this one wheel is spo-
radic and random. This past spring, I
pulled all wheels exposing the braking

mechanisms, thinking that the brake
lining might be gone, resulting in the
metal-to-metal squeal. All brake lin-
ings were fine. Could the brake magnet
be bad? Could excessive voltage be
causing the brake to grab and lock up? I
have turned down the maximum volt-
age on the brake controller, which
doesn’t seem to make a difference.
What are the possibilities for resolving
this dilemma?
Larry W. Thompson, Gray, Ga.

THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certified Master Technician, service manager
and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

TIRE TIP AND NITROGEN QUESTION

Q We pull a 35-foot travel trailer. When I got the trailer I had several prob-
lems with trailer tire blowouts. I noticed that my son’s larger and heavier

fifth-wheel trailer had light-truck tires instead of trailer tires. I bought five 16-
inch six-lug wheels and E rated light-truck tires and this solved my problem. I
also found out that there are no ST trailer tires manufactured in the United
States. Also, can or should I run nitrogen in my trailer tires to keep the air
pressure from fluctuating since nitrogen is inert? Thanks for your help.
Don Hudnall, Texas City, Texas

A I’m glad you solved your tire blowout problem. Failures due to poor quality
are rife in the industry. Nitrogen inflation may give you a slight improvement

in tire performance, although don’t expect too much. Keep in mind that the air
we breathe already contains about 79 percent nitrogen. The inert characteristic
is a chemistry term, which essentially means that nitrogen normally won’t react
with other elements (such as your metal wheels) to form other compounds. It
does not mean that nitrogen won’t expand when it is heated. – Ken Freund
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A I recommend carefully inspecting
the wiring and ground connections.

Note if the brake linings have any grease
on them and if the shoes are mounted
correctly. You can check brake current to
each wheel with an ammeter. The one
that’s significantly different than the oth-
ers should be the culprit. – K.F.

BLACK STREAKS CONTINUED

Q We need your assistance or an arti-
cle on how to remove black streaks

on my 2000 Coachman travel trailer. I
have used several products, but the best
one is the Reliable Super Spray Cleaner.
It takes a lot of work even with this, but I
can get rid of them. The only thing is,
after a week or so, they return. It appears

that it is something with the metal siding
and it bleeds through from under the
paint. From all my years of RVing, this is
the only trailer I have had the problem
with. I own another trailer, a 1972 Scotty
Highlander, and have had no black
streak problem. Can something be used
after cleaning to stop the streaking? 
David Ream, Runnemede, N.J.

A There’s a lot of difference between
the siding on your ‘72 Scotty –

probably aluminum – and your 2000
Coachmen, due to the age of the siding,
the quality of construction from the sid-
ing manufacturer, and so on. You didn’t
say what type of roof is on either RV, so
that limits the scope of our answer.
There are numerous products on the

market designed specifically for black
streak removal and the products 
offered by known mainstream manu-
facturers can do a good job. As for the
streak recurrence after cleaning, nor-
mally the black streaks reappear when
more residue is washed from the roof
and runs down the RV side when it
rains. We haven’t heard about the
streaks simply reappearing on their
own, so that’s a puzzler. In general,
once you clean the black streaks from
an RV, a coat of wax is your best protec-
tion against recurrence.  – Jeff Johnston

LANDING GEAR REPAIR PARTS

Q I have been trying to find parts to
repair my fifth-wheel landing gear.

The landing gear set was produced by
Fulton Performance. They list the com-
plete landing gear as item #500158.
What I am trying to find is a parts list for
the internal workings, specifically the
block and screw. I have contacted differ-
ent trailer departments to no avail. I

“...check brake current to each wheel with an
ammeter. The one that’s significantly different

than the others should be the culprit.”
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don’t want to have to buy a complete
unit in order to replace one part. I would
appreciate all the help you could give. 
Margaret Miller, via Internet

A You may have to check salvage, Mar-
garet, if Fulton does not sell parts.

Here’s a URL for Fulton Performance:
www.fultonperformance.com. – K.F.

SULFUR ODOR

Q When we first turn on the hot water
at our bathroom sink in our Para-

dise Point fifth-wheel, we experience a
very strong sulfur odor coming from the
sink. There is no problem with the
kitchen sink or shower when we use
the hot water. We used a vinegar and
water mixture, as recommended in the
water heater manual, and this helped
for a few days, but the odor returned. It
was recommended that we change the
anode in the water heater, but our RV
does not have one. Do you have any rec-
ommendations for a permanent solu-
tion to this smelly problem? 
Joann Fisher, via email

A You’re on the right track with the
vinegar treatment, Joann, but also

try using 1/2 cup of bleach per 15 
gallons of freshwater capacity in your
trailer as a treatment. Detailed instruc-
tions are readily available via a short 
Internet search. The bleach kills the
harmless bacteria that enjoy living in
the water heater and produce the odor
from sulfur in the water. It’s a mystery
why the odor appears in the bathroom
sink and not the others, but the bleach
treatment should eliminate your prob-
lem. You should do the bleaching job
annually as a regular maintenance 
procedure.  – J.J.

SEALING CAULK FAILURE

Q We opened our Forest River travel
trailer after it had been covered all

winter and everything looked fine. Then
the spring rain came and apparently
the caulking had failed around the 
access panel for the water heater. Now
our subfloor is soft. We lifted part of the
vinyl floor tiles in this area and used a
fan to dry it, but the floor still seems
soft in this area. What (continued on pg. 80)
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SELL YOUR RV FAST! ONLINE AT RVT.COM

Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.

50,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings

www.RVT.com or 1.888.479.1099

RV REGISTRY
www.rvregistry.com
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners
No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers    800-546-8457

RV FINANCING

RV LOANS MADE EASY!
Private Party & Dealer purchases
Essex Credit Corporation -- Solid & Dependable
www.essexcredit.com -- 866-377-3948

RV SHOWS

HOUSTON RV SHOW
Feb. 6-10, 2013 -- Reliant Center
361.790.5300 
houstonrvshow.com

SERVICES

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call  888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 
Financing & Insurance – For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting     800-565-4504

WHY IMPOSE ON FRIENDS?
Ask about our low cost personalized services:
15 years experienced • Mail and Vehicle Tags
1-888-494-4499 www.  myhomeaddressinc.com

LEGAL SERVICES
MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated.
• Go with 36+ years experienced law firm.
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT
GREAT SW FLORIDA DEEDED 55+  LOT. Very
unique park on 20 acre lake. Htd pool, hot
tub. Too many amenities/activities to list. 
Pos own fin. DVD avail. For sale or lease.
$48.9K. Call Mike 239-992-9378.

MAIL FORWARDING
AMERICAS MAILBOX FORWARDING IN SD  
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

PARK MODELS FOR SALE
LOOKING TO SPEND WINTERS IN SW FLORIDA?
Park model  with 1BR/1BA even a hot tub!
$119,500. Already have an RV & need a site?
Improved site w/OD KITCH/pad/driveway,
landscaped. $69,900. Call Kathy at Keller
Williams 810-444-3044, Punta Gorda.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

SNOWBIRDS-RVs DOLAN SPGS, AZ, 1 ac. 
No credit cks, guar fin from $100 dn, $135 mo. 
In bus over 50 yrs. Order online. 
Check our website.
www.land4salebyowner.org/land.html  928-767-3726

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

ALL MOLDED FIBERGLASS TRAVEL TRAILERS
Lightweight, Aerodynamic, Self-contained,

Remarkably Spacious Floorplans, Exceptional

Storage.  Call for a FREE Brochure.

CASITA TRAVEL TRAILERS • 1-800-442-9986

ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint––
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant — good to 300° F. 5-yr warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

MOTORCYCLE LOADED IN SHORT BED TRUCK
& pulling RV trailer, fits in truck with 
tailgate closed w/o bike, alum structure 
1200# rating. cyclelift.co 623-451-7121.

AIR RIDE HITCH, 5TH OR GOOSE NECK BALL
22000# rating for SEMI or PU,  bolts to 
plate or PU bed rails to mount, $1495. 
mountainmaster.net  623-451-7121.

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991

To buy 800-272-0401.

To sell 800-952-0401.

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

KM RESORT OF AMERICA LOCATED IN GREAT
location WA, OR, CA. 2012 dues paid. You
pay transfer fees. $1800 OBO. Call Steve 
503-702-3493 or becvern@comcast.net 

CAMPGROUNDS/RV PARKS

WINTER IN SOUTH AT RIO GRANDE VALLEY, TX
RV park. All amenities plus free WiFi. 3 mos
$775, 6 mos $1055 and early bird special $100
off, ends Dec 1st.   956-581-9719 

HELP WANTED

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS––Travel and

stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income

selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65%

commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training.

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORT IN S. TEXAS TROPICS
Retama Village/Bentsen Palm Village  
Spend a day, stay forever. Unbelievable 
amenities. RV Supersites $40s. RV Port 
Home $170s. 956-380-6500 bentsenpalm.com

http://www.advancedrubbercoatings.com
http://www.cyclelift.com
http://www.mountainmaster.net
http://www.bentsenpalm.com
http://www.montanallcattorney.com
http://www.americas-mailbox.com/tl
http://www.land4salebyowner.org/land.html
http://www.rvt.com
http://www.rvregistry.com
http://www.essexcredit.com
http://www.houstonrvshow.com
http://www.montanarv.net
http://www.actionservices-mt.com
http://www.rvtax.com
http://www.myhomeaddressinc.com
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TOURS

WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES 
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA
Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC
Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede 
800-952-8496  www.fantasyrvtours.com

RV Tours & Rallies across North America
Alaska • Canada • USA • Mexico + Overseas
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or 
call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897

TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER HAULER, 330
Cummins auto, 15 mpg solo, seats 6, all air
ride, huge stor. New Horizons RV 38' 3 S/O, 
RR L/R, rustic cherry, King, 3 axle disc brks,
loaded. Sell sep. 623-451-7121.

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2014 M2-112 RV HAULER, 380 HP 1300 
torque, custom: leather, wood, soundprf, gen
set, huge storage, air seats-cab-susp, hitches,
extreme power. $129,900. 623-451-7121

2000 FL-70 TOY HAULER 275 CAT, AUTO.

New custom seats and carpet, all air ride,

huge storage & tool boxes, load Rhino-mc-

Smart car-quad, 5th hitch. $34K. 623-451-7121.

TRAVEL TRAILERS/5TH WHEELS

NEW 2013 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3:  LOADED

Only $93,013 Ask For Our Magazine Reader's Discount

New units-Loaded. Cust order avail at no chg.  

Guar Best Price! More info at 877-317-2688. 

View Full Line of New/Used Units.  www.rvs4less.net

NEW 2013 Heartland Landmark Grand Canyon

Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $68,900! Guar BestPrice!

877-317-2688. New units-Loaded. Cust order

avail no chg. View New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net

EGGCAMPER LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC

EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer

EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR

www.eggcamper.com  616-437-9255

2003 35' M-33CKT CARDINAL 5TH WHEEL RV.
3 slides, 2 A/C, W/D, beige interior,
xlnt cond, sleeps 4, many xtras.  $17,900.
817-456-0486  forwardho@swbell.net

Private Parties: $30 per line, four-
line minimum. Add $65 for color
photo. All red text add $25.

Commercial: $72 per line, four-line
minimum, 40 characters per line.
For photo ads (limited to RVs and
real estate), add $95 B/W or $115
color. For logo add $95 B/W, $115
color. No category limitations for
logos. All red text add $50.

Display Advertising: 1” ad B/W
$395. 2” ad B/W $675. Add $75 for
color. Frequency discounts apply.

Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.
Email: kathy.schurman@goodsam-
family.com 
Phone: (763) 383-4437
Fax: (763) 383-4499
Mail: Trailer Life

Attn: Classified Dept. 
3300 Fernbrook Lane N
Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55447

Classified Rates

http://www.fantasyrvtours.com
http://www.adventurecaravans.com
http://www.eggcamper.com
http://www.rvs4less.net
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material is still good, and the new sub-
flooring reinstalled. This can be quite a
job due to cabinets and wall partitions
above, holding tanks or storage bays
underneath and so on, and other wood
structural members may also be dam-
aged by the moisture. This is special-
ized work that calls for an 
experienced hand at this kind of repair.
Unless you’re ready to take on a big
project, I’d recommend you go with a
professional RV repair facility to do the
work.  – J.J.

TRIPLE TOWING

Q I have a 2010 Surveyor Eco-Lite
26-foot travel trailer that I tow with

a 2006 Dodge 2500 powered by the
5.7L Hemi. I would like to tow a motor-
cycle trailer behind my trailer. The bike
and trailer weigh about 700 pounds.
What would you recommend for this
application?
Charles Spath, Loranger, La.

A It seems the weight of your 
Surveyor and motorcycle trailers

combined should be OK for your Dodge.
You’ll need to start by contacting your
local DMV for specifics about triple tow-
ing in Louisiana. The overall length 
restriction for such towing is 70 feet, so
you’re within that range. Louisiana calls
for brakes on trailers 3,000 pounds or
heavier so you don’t need brakes on the
motorcycle trailer, but you’ll need to be
sure your RV’s brakes and brake con-
troller are adjusted for the extra load.

It’s unlikely there’s a rear hitch 
receiver for your trailer so that will
need to be custom fabricated by a weld-
ing shop. As you may imagine, sway
with a two-trailer setup can be a big
problem. If it were me, I’d choose one of
the sway-reduction hitches on the mar-
ket such as the Hensley Arrow or Pull-
Rite to keep the Surveyor as stable as
possible. In turn, that may help make
the motorcycle trailer more stable.
Good luck!  – J.J.

HAVE A QUESTION » Email our
experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com or
write to:  RV Clinic, 3300 Fernbrook
Lane N. #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447.
No phone calls, please.

would be your advice to fix the subfloor
at this point before we lay the vinyl floor
back down? And this goes without say-
ing, we will fix the area around the ac-
cess panel with new caulk so we don’t
have a repeat leak.
Eileen, via email

A If indeed what you are seeing is the
subfloor material that was satu-

rated with water and it has started to

break down, there’s no repairing it. The
bonding glue in the chipboard, Struc-
turwood or plywood will have been
damaged, which leaves the remaining
wood a spongy, crumbly mess. First,
have it inspected by an RV service cen-
ter. If the subfloor has been soaked, you
may be able to dry it out, but it’s still 
ruined. All you can do is remove it and
replace it with new flooring. The vinyl
flooring must be peeled back, cutting
out all of the bad subfloor to where the

(continued from pg. 77)
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10-MINUTE TECH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Portable
Solar Light
Individual solar-lamp
assemblies are available at many
hardware stores and home
centers. They make nice light
sources while camping. And in
order to be able to place your
solar light in the sun for
charging, you should make it
portable. Cover or paint a 13- to
16-ounce coffee can or a 1-
gallon paint can. Cut a hole in the
cover for the diameter of the
solar-light stem. Insert the light
fixture through the hole into the
empty can. Fill the can with
sand, stones, plaster or cement
to add weight. During the day,
place the can in full sun, and at
night move the light to show the
way to your entrance door.
Simply store in a compartment
between uses.
Anna Van Etten, Maplecrest, N.Y.

QUICK
FIX

Reel Genius
I made a water-hose holder from a reel that’s
generally used to wind up electric cords. The reels
are sold at all types of stores, including Walmart.
Mine holds 25 feet of hose. When I roll the hose I
start at the male (RV) end and leave about 2 feet
unwound (or the length you need to reach the city-
water hookup from the ground), then I roll up the rest
of the hose. At the campground, when we are ready
to hook up, I take the 2-foot section and hook it to the
RV. Then, with the reel on the ground, I unroll only as
much hose as needed to reach the water spigot. 
Richard Cartwright, Arlington, Neb.

She’s Hooked
On trips to the beach, we use the outside spray nozzle often. My wife complained about having
to coil the hose back each time she used it. So she picked up a plastic hook, with adhesive
backing, at a kitchen supply store. Its color matches the outside of our RV and has stayed on
securely for more than two years. 
Bill Cook, Duluth, Ga.
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To send your submission, write to: 10-Minute Tech, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N, Suite 200, Minneapolis, MN 55447 or email: 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. 
Please include an illustration or photo if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.

Hold Tight
Outdoor tablecloths often fly up in the wind. Commercial hold-down
springs are too small for the thick concrete or very thick wooden
tables found in many parks. At the hardware store, I bought a couple
feet of 6-inch PVC pipe and sliced the piping into 2-inch-wide circular
sections. Then I made a cut across each circle to allow it to spring
open. After the cutting, I sanded the edges smooth. These rings spring
open to fit virtually any table thickness, and always hold tightly.
Robert White, Franklin, Ky.
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BILL WILL BE IN LAKE BUCHANAN, TEXAS. TO CONNECT WITH BILL, EMAIL HIM AT ROADSCRIBE@AOL.COMNEXT MONTH

AMERICA’S
OUTBACK by Bill Graves

Had Abe Lincoln and Mark Twain ever
gotten together, over lunch maybe, they

would have had much to talk about. Both
had stories to tell of their days on the 
Mississippi River — Lincoln poling a flat-
boat, Mark Twain as a pilot on riverboats —
however, their experiences were separated
in time by nearly 30 years.

Lincoln was 19 when he set out on the river. He and a
friend, Allen Gentry, made the journey to New Orleans, La.,
roughly 1,276 miles, with a load of barrel pork, a product
used to feed slaves, from Gentry’s father. Lincoln cut the tim-
ber and made the boat. On a spring day in 1828, Lincoln and
Gentry shoved off from the Indiana side of the Ohio River near
what is now Rockport, Ind. Marking that spot today is a stone
marker with a bronze plaque that reads in part, “He saw
slaves sold and said, ‘If I ever I get a chance to hit that thing,
I’ll hit it hard’… the Emancipation Proclamation that Lincoln
issued in 1863 owes its origin to this flatboat trip.”

Having delivered their cargo in New Orleans, they sold
their boat and made their way back to Indiana. In three
months, they had crossed a big piece of the country and nav-
igated two rivers. They saw the South and the multi-ethnic
seaport of New Orleans — their first experiences away from
home were certainly eye-openers for a couple of farm boys.

Lincoln returned with pay in his pocket and a permanent
scar over his right eye, the result of a skirmish with eight
men who tried to rob them when their boat was tied to shore
one night near Baton Rouge, La.

On the other side of Rockport is the Lincoln Pioneer 
Village & Museum, built in 1935. It was an economic stimu-
lus package of the Great Depression by the Works Projects
Administration. The 14 Lincoln-era cabins located here
would probably be impossible to recreate today. On display in
the museum is a hutch made by Thomas Lincoln, Abe’s 
father.

Fifteen miles north of here is the Lincoln Boyhood 
National Memorial and the Lincoln State Park. They share
land that was once the farm of Thomas Lincoln. This is
where Abe grew up — where he spent those important,
formative years — ages seven to 21.

Proper and fitting recognition is given here in southern
Indiana to our 16th president. A visit here is about learning
and discovery, but there is more. A few miles to the east is

Midwestern Magic
A Tale of Two Towns

another iconic personality that goes back long before 
Lincoln. A visit to this place is all about fun. The persona is
Santa Claus, and all the wondrous, festive things that go
with that name. 

Here Christmas music plays all year, and Christmas
decorations are never taken down, where streets and lakes
are named after holiday festivities, and where every day
Santa himself is out and about greeting kids. The town is
Santa Claus, ZIP code 47579, where “Every day is Christ-
mas morning.”

I spent some time with Santa. He hangs out at the Holi-
day World & Splashin’ Safari. Opened in 1946, this roughly
120-acre theme park was built by the Koch family, which
still runs it. After half a century, they know what we want:
four roller coasters, free parking, free sunscreen and com-
plimentary, help-yourself soft drinks. At the water park,
everything you need is free — tubes, life preservers, lockers
… you name it.

With summer temperatures usually in the 90s, I asked
Santa how he keeps cool in his long-sleeved shirt. “Ice
packs,” he said, “One in front and one on my back. The folks
at the North Pole think I’m nuts.”

Welcome to America’s Outback. q

ABE LINCOLN AND SANTA CLAUS IN INDIANA

(Top) The Lincoln Pioneer Village & Museum is home to 14 Lincoln-era
cabins, depicting life in the 1800s. (Bottom) When Jolly Saint Nick isn't
at the North Pole, he spends his time at Holiday World & Splashin' Sa-
fari — taking a few moments to take a photo with author, Bill Graves. 
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1 Based on 2012 Vincentric U.S. Model Level Analysis of full-size pickups in the retail market. 2 Dependability based on longevity: 1981–July 2011 full-size pickup registrations.

The Chevy Silverado. Recognized by Vincentric1 for 
lowest total cost of ownership of any full-size pickup. 
To discover more about why Silverado continues to be 
the most dependable, longest-lasting full-size pickups 
on the road,2 visit chevy.com.

TAKE THIS TRUCK
TO THE BANK.

From home front to job site, Chevy Runs Deep

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

encin12 VV0n 2Based o1   

  

 

kice pziull-sf fis osyll Anaevel Lode. M.Stric Unnt   

  

 o job sitt tonom home frrF

y based otilibadenpDe2.tektail maree rhs in tpuk   

  

 pee DsunRyvheCe, o job sit

p rukuice pziull-s11 f0y 2ul1–JJu89y: 1tivegnn loy based o   

  

 

g s.ntioaattrisgep r

Chevrolet, Circle 108 on Reader Service Card

http://www.chevy.com


Welcome to our digital edition of Trailer Life magazine. This format makes it
easy for you to navigate the magazine and provides direct links to Internet
sites of our advertisers, our TrailerLife.com web site, and many web sites to
supplement our editorial features.

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital Trailer Life magazine, and we encourage your
comments and suggestions to our editor at sbourdon@goodsamfamily.com

Click on the TrailerLife.com button to go directly 
to our Web site.

Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring you back
to this page.

Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table of
Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.

Click on the Arrow buttons to navigate between pages.

Click on the Magnify glass buttons to zoom in and zoom out.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital Trailer Life:

When the hand icon changes to a pointing finger, it indicates a link to a 
web site or to another page in the magazine.
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