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DRIVER’S 
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Towing Gets Even Better
Technology lets horsepower and 
fuel economy coexist

At one time, the benchmark towing capacity for light-duty trucks was 10,000   

 pounds. Trucks that could move that much weight were held in high esteem. 

Today that number is reserved for half-tons and SUVs, and considered anemic 

when compared to tow ratings that now reach almost 30,000 pounds. The current 

tow ratings seem staggering when you consider how we got there. Fuel prices and 

supply volatility could have made towing big trailers and fi fth-wheels extinct, but 

just the opposite happened.

As trailering enthusiasts, we’re benefactors of the technology needed to 

improve fuel economy, which turned out to be a boon for all of us. Along the way, 

trucks and SUVs became more aerodynamic, more effi cient and more powerful! 

To the non-RVing crowd, the horsepower race seems incongruent with conserva-

tion, but the fact is, fuel economy for trucks and SUVs has improved dramatically. 

And while today’s horsepower ratings will bring hot-rod enthusiasts to tears, the 

technology has opened up innovative horizons for trailer and fi fth-wheel builders. 

The new “lightweight” is relative as trailers grow in length. It’s certainly not 

uncommon to see 32-foot travel trailers being pulled by half-ton pickups and SUVs.

I doubt anyone could have predicted that tow vehicles would emerge from the 

dark days as good as they are today. Most of us remember when 10 MPG for a truck 

towing a medium-size trailer was a lofty goal; solo highway mileage wasn’t that 

much better. Today it’s not uncommon for diesel-powered trucks to see 13 MPG

towing 14,000-pound fi fth-wheels; on the highway some of these trucks exceed 

20 MPG when running solo. Again, it seems counterintuitive to see better mileage 

when trucks are getting bigger and more luxurious, but engineering prowess is 

winning the battle and keeping pickups in the realm of practical transportation.

Not everyone thinks bigger is better, even if fuel economy is not a primary 

concern. That’s why the RV industry is producing dozens of ultra lightweight 

trailers that can be towed by smaller vehicles. The good news is the variety of tow 

vehicles is great, as illustrated in the annual Trailer Life Guide to Towing packaged 

with this issue. Inside you’ll fi nd eye-popping tow ratings for hundreds of vehicles 

— from small SUVs to the largest pickups. Improvements for 2014 in sheet metal, 

suspensions, cabin comfort and high-tech accessories are making trailer towing 

more desirable than ever.

Kudos to the auto industry for keeping our lifestyle alive and well, even if 

tougher fuel economy standards had something to do with it. q

– Bob Livingston, publisher

Connect with us...
facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine  twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

February is the only month that can pass without a full 

moon. The last time this happened was 1999 — it will happen again in 2018.

DID YOU KNOW?
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LETTEROF THE MONTH

FEBRUARY

Battery SecurityCourteous Service
We must tell you about an experience 

that happened on Saturday of the 

last Veterans Day weekend. While 

camping at Crooked River State Park 

in St. Marys, Georgia, I checked the 

tire pressure on our tow vehicle and 

discovered that the inside left dually 

was fl at.

We called Coastal Car Care 

that we’d seen advertised in the 

campground map and directory. They 

said they close at 3 p.m. so if we could 

be there by 2:30, they would be able 

to help. They gave us great directions, 

which helped us locate them. When 

we arrived we were greeted in a very 

courteous and professional manner. 

The waiting room was very clean and 

organized, just the same as their 

work bays.

We were given prompt service — 

the fl at tire was removed and a leak 

was located in the valve stem. This 

was replaced and the tire was brought 

up to proper air pressure.

When I went into the offi ce and 

laid my credit card on the counter 

the manager said, “Put that away, a 

veteran’s money is no good here on 

Veterans Day.”

We just want to let people know if 

they are in that area and want prompt 

and courteous service to stop at 

Coastal Car Care in St. Marys, Georgia.

Nancy and Dick Garfi eld 
High Springs, Florida 

So Nice They Named it Twice
I enjoyed Carl Calvert’s article in the 

December 2013 issue about Walla 

Walla, Washington, our hometown 

(“the town so nice they named it 

twice”). We are extremely proud of 

Fort Walla Walla Museum, which was 

mentioned in the article. However, 

Fort Walla Walla Museum is located 

in Fort Walla Walla Park southwest of 

downtown, not in Pioneer Park, which 

is east of downtown.

The museum is an outstanding 

regional one with exhibit halls and a 

pioneer village made up of a number 

of heritage buildings. The museum 

features extensive living history 

programs.

Pioneer Park is well worth a 

visit, too. It is based on a design by 

the Olmsted brothers and features 

mature trees and gardens, a Victorian 

bandstand, a pond and the Pioneer 

Park Aviary.

Diane Reed, College Place, Washington

Creature Comforts in Smaller 
Packages
I have been an on- and off-again 

subscriber for several years … more 

on than off as I approached retirement 

and searched for an RV to enjoy. I 

have noticed that many of the stories 

you feature show units that are small 

versions of a house, with all the 

amenities in your home that tend to 

grow as the years pass. The current 

trend is toward units that still have the 

size and features but weigh less, and 

can be towed with a half-ton pickup.

I approached the search on a far 

smaller scale … I wanted something 

my Jeep Wrangler could tow (2,000-

pound tow rating), yet have the 

creature comfort items in a smaller 

package. I settled on a Scamp trailer 

from Eveland’s, Inc., of Backus, 

Minnesota. It’s well built, full of 

features, not a fuel-mileage killer and 

comfortable. It’s also neither cheap 

nor inexpensive but a great product. 

And my Jeep likes it; it gets 18 MPG 

while towing the Scamp.

I sure would like to see some 

articles showing these types of RVs. I 

believe you don’t have to tow a house 

around to have a wonderful camping 

experience and I think you would 

open some eyes and options for your 

readers. Not all of us want a Ram 

3500 diesel and a 40-foot fi fth-wheel 

with a washing machine. 

Just my 1  cents worth.

Dick Fultz, Manhattan, Kansas q

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

In your October 2013 issue Bob Livingston did an article about Torklift’s 

Power Armor battery box. I liked the way he described it and wanted one. I 

ordered the fi ve-battery size in polished diamond plate. My local dealer did 

not have one in stock, so one was shipped from the factory.

Installation was very simple. I bought an extra battery so I now have 

three, which should be ample for dry camping. The extra space will be used 

for storage. It took about two hours and a minimal amount of 

tools to complete the installation. It’s great looking 

and offers good security for my RV’s 

batteries. Now my 2011 Denali has 

a real classy look instead if the drab 

plastic battery boxes.

Keep up the good work on the new 

products out there.

Roger Lawrence, Dolores, Colorado

Write to: Trailer Life, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 
or email info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.

TALK TO US!

http://www.trailerlife.com
mailto:info@trailerlife.com


Winnebago travel trailers and fi fth wheels lead the way in fun and 
innovation, incorporating the same high standards for design and 
construction made famous by their iconic motorized counterparts. 

SunnyBrook travel trailers and 5th wheels are designed and built 
with quality and value born of commitment to detail. Time-tested 
construction methods, old-world craftsmanship and user-friendly 
function make every SunnyBrook an instant classic.

winnebagotowables.com

sunnybrookrv.com

More great news: Winnebago and SunnyBrook each offer a complete
line of towable RVs in a wide variety of sizes, features and floorplans.

Winnebago Industries, Circle 125 on Reader Service Card
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by Donya Carlson and Eileen Hubbard

Today, the trim white clapboard 

farmhouse with the green roof and 

shutters looks almost exactly like 

it did nearly 80 years ago — when it 

was new and a young family named 

Cash moved in. One of the smallest 

members of this family to move into 

the fi ve-room home in northeast 

Arkansas was a three-year old boy 

named J.R. Cash. 

Fifteen years later, newly 

graduated from high school in 1950, 

J.R. joined the Air Force and served in 

Germany. There, he organized his fi rst 

band and took the name Johnny Cash 

— which would soon be familiar to 

music lovers everywhere (who hasn’t 

heard “I Walk the Line,” “Ring of Fire,” 

or “Folsom Prison Blues”?).

Cash’s family grew cotton on their 

20 acres — land that was prone to 

fl ooding since it was located just 40 

miles from the Mississippi River. The 

life of hard work and uncertainty is 

refl ected in many of Cash’s songs, 

such as “Pickin‘ Time” and “Five Feet 

High and Rising.”

The Cashes had been “recruits” 

to what came to be known as the 

Dyess (pronounced “dice”) Colony, 

one of the country’s earliest agricul-

tural resettlement communities. The 

colony was part of President Franklin 

Roosevelt’s New Deal program to give 

destitute farmers the chance to get 

back on their feet. First Lady Eleanor 

Roosevelt came for the town center 

dedication in 1936.

Colonists were provided with 

a house of yellow pine on 20 or 40 

acres, a barn and a mule. Families 

were required to clear their property 

and convert it to farmland, and begin 

repaying the government. At its peak, 

the colony had some 2,500 residents, 

but by World War II it had dwindled, 

as colonists paid off their loans, and 

many left to join the war effort. Dyess 

was incorporated in 1964 (Cash’s 

family had sold their farm and moved 

to the town a decade earlier). Dyess 

today has a population of just 410.

The Cash home, now owned by 

Arkansas State University and newly 

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS

AROUND
THE BEND

Johnny Cash Museum
The music legend’s boyhood home tells the history of 
a small Arkansas town article by Pamela Selbert

restored, is one of only about a dozen 

original homes still standing where 

the colony had been. The land around 

it sprawls fl at to the horizon in all 

directions, with an occasional tree and 

plowed fi eld, but no people in sight.

But Dyess Mayor Larry Simms 

expects that to change dramati-

cally — after the Johnny Cash home 

opens to the public on April 26, 2014. 

The old administration building and 

adjacent theater are being restored 

for a museum that will tell the story of 

the Dyess Colony, the Cash family and 

the impact Dyess had on Cash and his 

music. Tours will be available earlier, 

but the grand opening will take place 

in the fall of 2014.

For information contact the Arkansas 

Heritage Sites offi ce, 870-972-2803    

KOA Memphis (24 miles from Cash 

home), 7037 I-55, Marion, Arkansas, 

is open all year. Information: 870-739-

4801, reservations: 800-562-3240

www.koa.com/camp/memphis

The childhood home of Johnny Cash provides a glimpse into the past, where nearly 
80 years ago, it played host to 20 acres of cotton fi elds. The often turbulent life of a 
farmer is refl ected in many of Cash’s songs.
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windows, rear power awning and a molded nose cap. 

The 2212 has a 22-foot 6-inch fl oor length (overall length 

is 27 feet 4 inches) and is fi tted with a unique disap-

pearing galley that provides room for hauling toys and 

enough space for a four-seat side-by-side UTV. The toy 

hauler is available in three decors, all with a 32-inch 

HDTV and DVD sound system with available Kicker 

sub-woofer, amp and exterior waterproof speakers. 

Freshwater capacity is 100 gallons. A 40-gallon fuel 

station is standard. Dry weight is 6,310 pounds and the  

GVWR is 9,950 pounds.

Lance, 661-949-3322, www.lancecamper.com

Lance Toy 
Hauler
Lance Camper Manu-

facturing, well-known 

for its pickup campers and more recently a line of ultra-

light travel trailers, has introduced the 2212 toy hauler, 

one of three models available for 2014. The 2212 is 

targeted at the half-ton towable market, and features an 

all-new proprietary Z-frame chassis, radius frameless 

Concept Aerospace-Designed RV
Global Caravan Technology (GCT), located in Speedway, 

Indiana, is designing a new style of RV using aerospace and 

supercar design concepts. The CR-Series CR-1 Carbon is 

said to be the world’s fi rst RV to use extensive carbon fi ber 

reinforced polymer (CFRP) technology. The company claims 

that the super-luxury SUV-towable will feature a 35-foot, 

3-inch fl oorplan with space and amenities equal to those of 

highline motorhomes (artist’s concept shown).

GCT’s CEO and Chief Product Architect Charles Hoefer 

explained the concept of the design: “We approached the 

development of the CR-Series with an absolute premium on 

interior space. We have really pushed the envelope in taking 

a new design to market, which features a modern exterior, 

yet brilliantly spacious interior.”

The tall and “slippery” design will offer excellent aerody-

namics that reduce drag and give the trailer a low center of 

gravity, according to the company. GCT’s Rapid Composites 

Manufacturing (RCM) has a construction blueprint more akin 

to aircraft and supercars than conventional RVs.

www.gctrv.com/unveil

First Look: 2015 Chevy Colorado
It’s no secret that Chevrolet has released an all-new 

Colorado, but we got our fi rst look at the new truck, inside and 

out, at the recent L.A. Auto Show press days. Early images 

made the truck look awkward, but seeing it in person was a 

different story — especially the off-road inspired Z71 model. 

With its gunmetal grille surround, projector headlamps and 

unique 17-inch wheels, it defi nitely says “Chevy Tough” loud 

and clear. Some available features across the lineup include 

an  EZ Lift-and-Lower tailgate; factory-installed spray-in bed 

liner; 8-inch diagonal color touch screen and multiple USB 

drives; next-gen OnStar and MyLink with gesture recogni-

tion; and navigation. GM’s StabiliTrak electronic stability 

control system with rollover mitigation, trailer sway control, 

hill start assist and hill descent control (Z71) increase 

safety. Borrowing cues from the 2014 full-size Silverado, the 

Colorado features a bold, upright dashboard with large instru-

ments and a central driver information center, plus a center 

console with a fl oor-mounted shifter similar to those found 

in midsize cars and crossovers. Look for the new Colorado at 

your local Chevy dealer later this year. — Chris Hemer
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NEWSWIRE

Ventura Ranch Named KOA’s 2014 
“Rising Star”
In November 2013, Ventura Ranch KOA 

in Santa Paula, California, was named 

Kampgrounds of America’s (KOA) 2014 

Rising Star Award winner. The 75-acre 

campground, which is surrounded by 

fragrant lemon orchards, features two 

ziplines, a climbing wall, deluxe cabins, 

a soon-to-be-opened resort swimming 

pool, a jumping pillow, a creek with 

“Bigfoot’s Watering Hole,” a pedal car 

racetrack and miles of nature trails. 

There’s even a fl ock of wild peacocks 

that call the campground home. The 

KOA Rising Star Award is presented to 

a campground owner who has been in 

the KOA system for less than fi ve years. 

Business partners Scott Cory and Steven 

Bitter own Ventura Ranch KOA.

RV PARK 

New Forest Service Digital Maps App
The U.S. Forest Service now offers 

access to a variety of visitor maps for 

Android and iOS devices. The PDF 

Maps Mobile App is available as a free 

download from iTunes and the Android 

Play Store. The app provides access to 

Forest Service maps, which are free, 

while pages from national forest atlases 

are 99 cents and forest visitor maps are 

$4.99. The app works on iPhones (3GS 

or newer) and iPads with WiFi+3G. It also 

works with Android 4 or newer operating 

systems on devices with at least 1 GB 

of memory. Through the app, users can 

purchase and download maps to store on 

their devices. Almost 700 Forest Service 

maps are available through the app. q

MOBILE MAPS
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M Published in 1955
We received a letter from reader Lenore Will who 

sent us a copy of an article her mother had published 

in Trailer Life in 1955. We’d like to share it with our 

readers — published again 59 years later. Ed.

My mother, Fay Trowbridge Legg, and her friend 

(also named Fay) hitchhiked from King Hill, Idaho, to 

Missouri to attend nursing school. My mom supple-

mented her college funds by writing children’s stories 

in the 1920s and 1930s. Most articles earned her 50 

cents each. After she married my dad and became a Navy wife, she continued 

to write poems, short stories and articles. I’ve enclosed the copy I have had 

for years of the story she sent Trailer Life in 1955. This article is just how 

it happened and she was always grateful to your staff for publishing it. She 

received an “offi cial” letter from the editorial assistant letting her know that it 

would be published in the forthcoming February issue and she would receive 

a huge payday from your staff of $7.50! Two magazines had turned down the 

article because it was about beer. She carefully typed out her article and used 

carbon paper to keep her copy. Enjoy!

Lenore Will, Yucaipa, California

GOURMET by Fay Trowbridge Legg
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RV ACTION LINE
TRAILER LIFE TO THE RESCUE

SNAPPING BACK
Experiencing post-purchase problems with his new fifth-

wheel, a reader asked RV Action Line to help when a delay 

in part replacement caused a major delay in his camping 

plans. He wrote:

» I am new to RVing. I bought a Forest River Rockwood 

fifth-wheel from Best RV Center in Turlock, California, in 

October 2012. After the purchase, I stored the trailer until 

we used it for the first time in February 2013. As I prepared 

for the trip, I raised the front in order to engage the kingpin. 

As I extended the front landing gear, I heard a snap. I 

loaded the trailer and found that the bolt used to secure the 

landing gear motor shaft to the connecting rod had snapped 

at the left leg. I bought a new bolt, installed it and went on 

the trip. When it was time to return home, I extended the 

landing gear and again heard a snap. The same thing had 

happened. I installed a new bolt and returned home.

Once home, I contacted the dealer and a service 

technician there suggested I try grade 8 bolts, as those 

that came with the trailer were insufficient for the torque. 

I made the change as suggested, but when I went to haul 

the fifth-wheel back to the storage yard, the bolt where 

the right leg attached the connecting rod had snapped. I 

replaced it and towed the rig to the storage yard. Once I 

arrived, the bolt on the left side snapped. I replaced it again.

In June 2013, I took the fifth-wheel out of storage 

to prepare for another trip. I extended the landing gear 

without incident, but when leveling it, the bolt on the 

right leg snapped. I sized the holes and was able to get 

a -inch bolt through both. That way, I could raise the 

landing gear once. As I was trying to load it, I heard a snap 

again. This time, the motor shaft had broken. 

I took the rig to one of the repair shops recommended 

by the manufacturer, Forest River, on June 3, 2013. I had a 

family vacation scheduled to start June 17, and had made a 

number of reservations along our route. The repair facility 

determined that the entire front landing gear needed to 

be replaced, as it was binding and had frozen the right 

leg, creating the torque. They ordered the appropriate 

parts from Forest River as a warranty repair. However, 

Forest River said the parts could not be shipped for five to 

10 business days. The delay meant that the needed parts 

would not arrive until after our planned vacation. 

I cancelled the reservations we had made, but in several 

cases, I had to pay a cancellation fee and/or relinquish 

the entire fee as a penalty. We had to change our plans to 

other accommodations (hotels and motels) and also had to 

shorten our intended trip due to the increased cost.

I contacted Forest River about the situation, and was 

told that the repair would be fully covered, but that the 

losses from our planned vacation were not covered. 

While I understand that the warranty doesn’t cover such 

expenses, I think that having a new fifth-wheel break down 

before it’s used is very frustrating. It seems to me that 

Forest River would have some desire to satisfy customers 

beyond obligation in a circumstance like this. I am an 

unhappy non-camper!

Bob Froese, San Jose, California

RV Action Line contacted Forest River Inc. on Froese’s 

behalf. The company’s sales administrator replied.

THE COMPANY RESPONDED

I am writing in response to the letter from your reader 

Robert Froese that was sent to our company. This letter 

summarized a complaint that Froese had concerning the 

expenses related to a necessary warranty repair of his 

Rockwood fifth-wheel trailer.

The Forest River Limited Warranty coverage for this 

trailer does not cover expenses that are not directly 

related to the cost of the repair of the manufacturer 

defect. While our customer service representative was 

technically correct in denying the request for reimburse-

ment of campground cancellation fees, we have looked 

into the details of the circumstances related to the repairs 

and have approved payment as a goodwill gesture. In 

addition, we have also provided Froese with our second-

year Optional Protection Plan at no charge.

We appreciate you bringing this matter to our attention 

and trust that Froese is satisfied with our response to his 

complaint.

Brett Doberenz, Sales Administrator
Rockwood Division, Forest River Inc.

WARRANTY REFUND REQUEST
Attempting to collect a refund on their cancelled warranty, 

two readers asked RV Action Line for help. They wrote:

» We have a problem, not with our RV or tow vehicle, but 

with an extended-warranty claim on our truck and we are 

hoping RV Action Line can help. We purchased an extended 

warranty from US Direct on February 14, 2010. On January 

3, 2013, we totaled the truck and fifth-wheel. Upon returning 

We have looked into the details 
of the circumstances related to the 

repairs and have approved payment 
as a goodwill gesture

http://www.trailerlife.com
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 RV Action 
Line is a forum for the resolution 
of confl icts between consumers 
and RV dealers and manufacturers, 
accessories suppliers and service 
providers. After exhausting all 
other resources without success, 
please send a typed letter to RV 
Action Line, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. 
Include copies of appropriate bills 
and correspondence as well as a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope.

TAKE ACTION »

home, we contacted US Direct 

to cancel the warranty and did 

everything the company asked us 

to do. We were told that we should 

receive a refund within two to three 

weeks, and then were told four to 

six weeks because their processor 

was down. On August 21, 2013, I 

was told a check was mailed due 

to an expired credit card on fi le. 

We verifi ed the credit card number 

they had; it was the same and had 

an expiration date of 2016. To date, 

we have not received either the 

refund check or a credit on our 

credit card. We contacted American 

Guardian Warranty Services 

directly for assistance to get our 

money back with no success. If RV 

Action Line could help us it would 

be greatly appreciated.

Charles and Dorothy Walker
Mount Pleasant, Michigan

RV Action Line contacted US 

Direct on the Walkers’ behalf. 

The company did not respond to 

the fi rst inquiry nor to the second 

inquiry mailed 45 days later. 

The Walkers sent us a follow-up 

response that put an end to their 

frustration. It read:

» Thank you very much for all 

your help. We fi nally received our 

money this week. Again, thank you 

RV Action Line!

Dorothy Walker q
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S
ix fl ags have fl own over Mobile, 

Alabama, including those from 

Spain, France, Great Britain, 

the United States, the Alabama 

Republic (when it seceded from the 

Union in 1861) and, during the Civil 

War, the Confederate fl ag. Numerous 

attractions detail the events that have 

shaped the landscape and personal-

ity of this city. History enthusiasts will 

need to park their RVs for a good length 

of time to soak it all in. 

And, Mobile knows how to hold a 

party! With origins dating back to 1702, 

the city hosts the oldest Carnival cel-

ebration in the United States. For 2014, 

the parade season — which is a series 

ALABAMA’S 
SEAPORT CITY
Mobile is steeped in antebellum architecture 
and celebrates its rich history with the country’s 
oldest Carnival celebration

by Patricia Strutz

of large street parties — starts on 

February 14, and concludes with Mardi 

Gras Day on March 4. 

Mobile is excited about its newest 

venue: the GulfQuest National 

Maritime Museum of the Gulf of 

Mexico. Scheduled to open in 2014, it 

will showcase Gulf of Mexico animal 

and plant life, shipwrecks, maritime 

commerce, offshore oil platforms and 

everything else signifi cant to the Gulf. 

Finally, take advantage of miles of 

winding creeks and rivers by paddling 

a canoe or wetting a fi shing line. The 

diverse Mobile-Tensaw River Delta 

supports 126 species of fi sh, 300 kinds 

of birds and more than 500 types 

of plants. Numerous campgrounds 

are found scattered throughout the 

area. History, Mardi Gras revelry, a 

brand-new maritime museum and 

beautiful, bountiful wetlands and 

waters — there’s defi nitely something 

for everyone in Mobile. 

Catch commemorative coins, trinkets and Moon Pies at the oldest Carnival celebration in the 
United States. (Above left) The northern Gulf of Mexico and the nation’s second largest delta, 
the Mobile-Tensaw River Delta, border the city. PH
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Alaska and Canada’s Yukon, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card
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TOURING THE TOWN 
Start by visiting Fort Conde and the adjacent Museum of 

History at 111 S. Royal Street. The French built the original 

fort in 1723; it served as the settlement’s defense for more 

than 100 years. It’s location was significant as it protected 

access to the region between the Mississippi River and the 

Atlantic colonies along the Alabama and Tombigbee rivers. 

Demolished in 1823 to make room for roads, it was recon-

structed in 1976 to honor America’s bicentennial. It now 

serves as Mobile’s welcome center. 

Here, you’ll learn about the influences of the native 

Taensa and Maubilia Indians, struggles between the 

various countries to claim and settle the area, the 

antebellum era highlighted by the cotton boom, Civil 

War battles and World War II shipbuilding endeavors. An 

impressive wooden canoe built by the Maubilia, a cannon 

from the CSS Alabama (a raider ship during the Civil War) 

and brand-new dioramas depicting colonial scenes are a 

few of the highlights.

Stroll down Royal and Dauphin streets to eyeball 

pre-Civil-War Federal-style architecture and the ornate 

cast-iron facades of Italianate buildings. Historical walking 

tour brochures are available at Fort Conde (or download 

one from www.downtownmobile.org on the Explore 

Downtown page). The self-guided tour weaves walkers 

past dozens of impressive buildings and Bienville Square, 

a city park established in 1850. Stop at the Cathedral 

Basilica of Immaculate Conception. Built from 1834 to 

1849, it features 14 hand-carved Stations of the Cross. 

What would a trip to the Deep South be without touring 

(From top) Attractions include the brand-new GulfQuest National 
Maritime Museum (scheduled to open in 2014), Battleship Memorial 
Park and Delta Safaris. The latter offers guided canoe and kayak 
trips through backwater trails. Be sure to bring a camera to 
photograph rare plants and immense trees.

ALABAMA’S SEAPORT CITY

MOBILE’S GULFQUEST NATIONAL MARITIME 
MUSEUM’S 90,000-SQUARE-FOOT BUILDING IS 
SHAPED LIKE A VESSEL HEADING OUT TO SEA
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a plantation? Costumed docents lead 

guests through the Oakleigh Historic 

Complex at 300 Oakleigh Place.  Built 

from 1833 to 1850, the period homes 

showcase 19th-century antebellum 

living. The Oakleigh House features 

double parlors, a cantilever staircase 

and fine arts. Adjacent Cox-Deasy 

Cottage depicts furnishings of the 

working class while the Cook’s House 

portrays the living quarters for post-

Emancipation servants. Original to the 

grounds, majestic live oaks still stand 

tall. 

The mighty USS Alabama, a 

680-foot-long battleship that served 

in combat during World War II, 

stands sentry over Mobile Bay. 

Battleship Memorial Park houses 

the battleship, the submarine USS 

Drum, a pavilion full of aircraft and 

miscellaneous military equipment. 

There are 12 levels open for viewing 

in the battleship. To get a feel for this 

impressive craft, walk the gangway 

— the passage along the side of the 

ship’s upper deck. Aviation enthusiasts 

will enjoy viewing a Stratofortress, an 

Albatross, a P-51D Mustang and other 

military airplanes spanning World 

War II through the Cold War era. 

Pack a lunch and have a picnic on the 

grounds; 2703 Battleship Parkway. 

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL!
If you’re lucky enough to visit during 

Mardi Gras season, you’ll hear the 

above phrase often. More than 50 mystic 

societies organize masquerade balls, 

parades and other activities. Some al-

cohol-free zones ensure family friendly 

areas. During the last two weeks before 

Mardi Gras, parades take place daily. 

Horns blare from Dixieland marching 

bands and gifts are tossed from 

elaborate floats. In addition to colorful 

beads and toys, Mobilian maskers have 

been tossing Moon Pies since 1956. A 

schedule of parades can be found at 

www.mobilecarnivalmuseum.com/

index.cfm/2014-Parade-Schedule 

.cfm. A trip to the Carnival Museum 

helps visitors celebrate Mardi Gras all 

year long. Patrons view lavish robes 

and jeweled crowns, learn about float 

construction and watch videos of past 

parades and balls. 

TOURING THE WATER
Mobile’s GulfQuest National Maritime 

Museum (scheduled to open in 2014, 

as mentioned earlier) is located on 

the bay front. The 90,000-square-foot 

building is shaped like a vessel heading 

out to sea. Inside, a full-size replica of a 

container ship allows visitors to explore 

the captain’s quarters, the bridge and 

the main deck. Interactive exhibits will 

detail early trade routes, coastal envi-

ronments, ship navigation and commu-

nication, marine weather and more than 

300 shipwrecks in Mobile Bay.

At 10 miles wide and 40 miles long, 

Opened to public tours since 1932, Bellingrath Gardens and Home is a 

worthwhile side trip. Located 24 miles south of Mobile, visitors during 

Mardi Gras season will view camellias, hanging fuchsia plants and 250,000 

colorful azaleas in bloom. 

12401 Bellingrath Gardens Road, Theodore, Alabama

800-247-8420, www.bellingrath.org 

Meaher State Park 
5200 Battleship Parkway E,  
Spanish Fort, Alabama
251-626-5529, www.alapark.com 
Located on an island in Mobile Bay 
(accessible via U.S. Highway 90/98), the  
park is adjacent to the 5 Rivers Delta 
Resource Center. Boat ramp, fishing pier 
and boardwalk trails on-site. 

Mobile County River Delta  
Marina & Campground  
2350 Dead Lake Marina Road, Creola, Alabama
251-574-2266, www.mobilecountyal.gov/
living/parks_river_delta.html
Located 20 miles north of Mobile, this 
recently spruced up campground provides 
access to the delta as well as Dead Lake, a 
private lake stocked with bluegill and bass. 
Jon boat rentals on-site.

Pala Verde Mobile Home & R.V. Park
3525 Demetropolis Road  #06
800-483-7060, www.palaverderv.com
Just southwest of Mobile proper; folks like to 
decorate their park models and campers with 
colorful beads and doubloons (commemora-
tive coins) during Mardi Gras season. 
Close to downtown attractions.

WHERE TO STAY

A LOVELY SIDE TRIP
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the Mobile-Tensaw River Delta is our 

nation’s second largest river delta. 

Starting in the north at the confl uence 

of the Tombigbee and Alabama rivers, 

the delta opens into the head of Mobile 

Bay through the Mobile, Spanish, 

Tensaw, Apalachee, Middle and 

Blakeley rivers. Pack your canoe and 

a camera; this is an especially scenic 

area. Boaters enjoy views of sleepy 

sloughs and bayous full of cypress trees 

and alligators. Pileated woodpeckers, 

eagles and belted kingfi shers entertain 

birders. Amateur botanists search 

for wild orchids, bright-red cardinal 

fl owers and carnivorous pitcher plants. 

Keep an eye out along the water’s edge 

for wild pigs, deer, turkeys and shell 

mounds created by the native Indians. 

Anglers in the upper delta region 

will fi nd freshwater species of striped 

bass, catfi sh and crappies. The lower 

delta’s saltwater offers redfi sh, 

speckled trout and fl ounder. To fi nd 

fi shing license information, boat ramps 

and canoe or kayak landings, visit 

www.outdooralabama.com. 

For guided trips into the ecolo-

gically diverse delta, contact Delta 

Safaris. Located across from Meaher 

State Park in the new 5 Rivers Delta 

Resource Center, the outfi tter offers 

interpretative tours aboard a 25-seat 

pontoon boat. You can also book one of 

its fi shing charters or a guided canoe 

or kayak eco-trip. Excursions are 

customized according to your prefer-

IF YOU GO
Battleship USS Alabama
251-433-2703, www.ussalabama.com

Carnival Museum
251-432-3324 
www.mobilecarnivalmuseum.com

Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception
251-434-1565 
www.mobilecathedral.org

Delta Safaris
251-259-8531, www.5rds.com

Downtown Mobile Alliance
251-434-8498 
www.downtownmobile.org

GulfQuest National Maritime Museum
www.gulfquest.org

History Museum of Mobile
251-208-7569 
www.museumofmobile.com

Oakleigh Historic Complex
251-432-1281 
www.historicoakleigh.org

Choose from campgrounds located on the outskirts of town, on an island in the bay or close to 
the downtown attractions. 

ALABAMA’S SEAPORT CITY

WHERE TO EAT

A landmark on downtown Dauphin 

Street since 1938, Wintzell’s Oyster House 

offers fi ve restaurants in the Mobile area. Fried, 

grilled, raw or Rockefeller, expect oysters to 

be fresh and delicious! Be sure to order a side 

of hush puppies. Other seafood and beef 

entrees also prepared.

www.wintzellsoysterhouse.com

Mobile’s restaurants offer delicious Gulf specialties, and walking tours of seven historical 
districts showcase a variety of architectural styles and unique sites.

ences. Adventurous visitors paddle 

deep into the swamp to witness the 

“Champion Cypress,” with a trunk that 

measures 27 feet around. The outfi tter 

also offers canoe and kayak rental, as 

well as a shuttle service. 

Mobile, Alabama, is rich in history 

and Carnival celebrations complete 

with formal masked balls and elegant 

costumes. This is one party you don’t 

want to miss. q
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It’s said that timing is everything, and 

ours is impeccable. My wife and I 

arrived at Superstition Mountain, just 

east of Phoenix, Arizona, on a day following 

two days of rain. This was preceded by 

a month’s worth of storms and snow, 

the likes of which some of the long-time 

residents said they’d never seen. It’s early 

March, the thermometer reads the mid 70s 

and the desert is awakening. The Supersti-

tions are a range of mountains, with Su-

perstition Mountain being the highest point, 

popular with hikers and rock climbers. 

The normal look of a burned-over land of 

extreme and uninviting terrain has turned 

green and lush, and is very inviting.

We’ve entered a land of great spirits, 

legends and powerful symbols; I know 

this is true, I’ve had a vision! As we were 

establishing our temporary fi fth-wheel 

homestead, there was a sound from the 

sky. It was an engine, but not the normal 

whine of a turbine, or a small, single-

motored propeller-driven craft; it was the 

deep growl of giant radial engines — not 

ARIZONA’S MOUNTAI
In this land of legends, numerous hiking 
trails cross the range with 5,000-foot peaks 
rising sharply from the desert fl oor

one but several. Looking to the west, there 

it was; heading east and passing over the 

majestic mountain, the spirit of a bygone 

warrior in fl ight, a B-17 World War II-era 

bomber. It exhibited the unmistakable 

profi le, the large vertical stabilizer, and the 

plane’s silver fuselage and wings fl ashed in 

the sun. Yes, this is a place of very powerful 

spirits and the home of legends! And, I’ve 

envisioned an omen of good times to come.

In our fi berglass Conestoga we 

establish a claim, and like the hearty 

prospectors that came long ago, we 

chose to boondock and not use the 

available utilities. We camped at the 

base of the mysterious mountain, its 

massive jagged walls jutting upward, 

sometimes in silhouette, other times in 

the sun’s full refl ected glory. The recent 

rains had produced a landscape of many 

different hues. The red, brown and beige 

of the rock and earth were carpeted 

green with newly sprouting grass. The 

old Saguaro cacti and awakening desert 

foliage reaped the benefi ts of the latest 

Walking across the face of the mountain, the beauty of the desert in spring is evident.
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IN OF SUPERSTITION
article and photos by John Swaim

Our 32-foot “fi berglass 
Conestoga” is dwarfed next to 

looming Superstition Mountain.
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ARIZONA’S MOUNTAIN OF SUPERSTITION

storm. With each passing hour, the shadows moved and the 

mountain’s appearance changed from what it was a moment 

ago. Mysterious and inviting, it called to us, and the ultimate 

challenge had to be met. But take care — legends say  

many have gone there and some never returned — at least 

while living! 

Building our courage for the confrontation, we scouted the 

vicinity for added inspiration. Driving the Apache Trail road, 

we ventured into the land of the great warriors of the past. 

The rough, unpaved road and the incredible rocky landscape 

mentally toughened us. The Tonto National Monument tells 

the story of the cliff dwellers who built their homes and 

climbed over the rock walls everyday of their lives. These 

spirits from the past filled our hearts with inspiration.

At the Salt River my wife, Beth, spotted a Bald Eagle 

gliding along the ridges. Within a short distance of her it 

landed, and took a bird bath, fluffing its feathers, preening 

and cleaning itself on the river’s edge, another positive sign 

in this land of immense power.

We decided to assault the mountain over two days, 

from two directions. The first day our trail took us toward 

5,000-foot-high Flat Iron summit but we veered to the left. 

We worked our way across the face of the peak toward the 

east. In the 70-plus-degree heat, the wildflowers exploded 

— orange poppies, purple-bloomed lupines and tiny yellow 

desert sunflowers. Within days thousands more followed. 

Leaving the well-beaten path, we clambered up the rocky 

trail to an altitude of 2,800 feet to the base of the Praying 

Hands formation. The view is dynamic! In the distance is 

Camelback Mountain, its triangle shape resembling the 

single-humped creature it’s named after. Six hours later we 

were back at our fiberglass-covered wagon — tired, hot and 

sweaty, but so inspired by the sights we had beheld. 

The following day was one of rest, re-energizing and 

enjoying some cowboy-style grub grilled over the campfire 

pit. The perfect destination for our day of rest, the nearby 

town of Goldfield needed exploring. It’s one of the first 

mining towns in Arizona and flourished in the heyday of 

the yellow-rock extractions. Now it mines differently, as a 

tourist attraction. The restored ghost town is full of old wood 

buildings and massive, rusting mine equipment that carried 

us to a time when miners and prospectors worked long hours 

in the hot sun or deep within the earth. There’s a mercantile, 

a bakery, an art gallery, a sheriff’s office and a church that 

still holds services on Sunday. The recreational highlight of 

the roughshod mining town’s entertainment zone, a bordello, 

stands proudly on Main Street. Unlike the church, it no longer 

functions and is now a museum. If walking around the hot, 

dusty street isn’t a pleasure, then there’s the mine train 

where, for a pittance, one can ride around the site and listen 

to a guided history of the region. A sarsaparilla bar and ice 

cream parlor in the town’s café offers a refreshing stop.

At 7 o’clock the next morning, when the sun was not yet 

over the horizon and the surrounding camps were quiet, 

we crunched the gravel and moved toward our second 

rendezvous with the towering giant. The climb came in 

three phases; the first was the lower trail. Park-Service-

maintained pathways and the cool morning air made the 

trek easy. If this avenue continues to the top, maybe it’ll be 

an easy hike to Flat Iron….  

The second phase was through the basin, a huge area 

of granite smoothed by centuries of water flowing over the 

surface. When a desert torrent hits this area it turns into 

a river, the deluge flowing from the top of the mountain 

The sign on this old mining shack says it all. Guided tours of the 
Goldfield Mine are available and take you back in time 100 years.

A giant “stone 
rabbit” watches 
as we work our 
way up the trail 
toward Flat Iron 
summit.
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through this valley on its way to the 

desert fl oor. From the looks of the basin 

when it rains, it pours, as huge amounts 

of water have carved out this smooth-

rock canyon. We’re in no danger; water 

fl owing from the giant’s top is only a 

trickle on this cloudless, clear morning. 

It would make one great waterslide, if 

there weren’t so many boulders in the 

way, and a few cliffs to negotiate. 

The climb’s fi nal phase was the 

mountain’s primary resistance; it tested 

us greatly, but we were determined 

to make it to the top of the basin. The 

maintained trails ended, the basin was 

behind us and ahead lay a barely iden-

tifi able track of loose rock and a nearly 

vertical assent. As one hiker termed it, 

“It’s the stair-stepper from hell.” 

A pattern of painted blue dots on 

an occasional rock is all that guided us 

and kept us on course. Flat Iron loomed 

above us, seemingly laughing at us as 

we trudged toward the top. Our hike 

became a series of “take 10 steps and 

stop to smell the desert roses” — of 

which there were none. We made a 

decision: Under a shady overhang our 

climb ended because my wife’s legs 

gave out. She encouraged me to go on to 

the summit, but I, too, declared a draw. 

From an altitude of 4,000 feet above the 

desert fl oor we enjoyed our lunch and an 

exquisite view into the valley. 

Three hours later we staggered 

back to our point of departure, 

exhausted from a hard day’s trek 

in 93-degree heat. The mountain 

nearly defeated us in our lightweight 

hiking gear; I sympathize with those 

who, loaded down with pick, shovel, 

backpack and heavy equipment, 

searched this mountain for a legendary 

lost gold mine. To those who came 

before, I salute them and their enduring 

fortitude!

That evening we watched the 

Western horizon turn from blue to 

red and then to blazing orange of a 

classic Southwestern sunset. In the 

distance, we heard a cowboy with his 

guitar serenading the ones who had the 

vigor to assemble in Goldfi eld for an 

evening’s entertainment. Tomorrow, 

we’d pack up and abandon our claim, 

but the peak doesn’t care — it is patient. 

It has been here for thousands of years 

and many others after us will arrive to 

test themselves against the mountain of 

superstition! q

IF YOU GO
Phoenix, where you’ll fi nd numerous RV parks, is about 40 miles from where we 

stayed at Lost Dutchman State Park. The Lost Dutchman’s main campground takes 

reservations and there’s an overfl ow area for those hoping to get sites.

The campground has 72 campsites, a dump station, restrooms and showers, and 

picnic facilities. Ranger-led hikes and family oriented programs are offered, including 

ones on getting to know the birds in the park and medicinal plants. It’s the desert, 

and most of the hiking trails are challenging, so come prepared with proper footwear, 

plenty of water, sunscreen and protection from the sun.

520-586-2283, http://azstateparks.com/Parks/loDU/index.html

(Above left) A 3-foot western diamondback suns itself on a camp trail. (Above right) Just 
outside our fi berglass-covered wagon a quail sits calmly watching us watch him.
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The slow-paced Souther
friendly people, among t
who still teaches Sunday
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L
ittle has changed in Plains, 

Georgia, with a population 

of 693, in the last half-

century or so — basically, 

it’s a sleepy small town in 

the western corner of Sumter County. 

However, in 1975, that idyllic quietness 

changed when Jimmy Carter began 

his race for the presidency. Then, 

national attention was focused on this 

peaceful place for the next several 

months. Plains, with a population of 

653 at the time, was a nest of activity 

with thousands of tourists and press 

crowding the streets.

Promotional literature for the 

town sums up the dramatic reaction 

when he won: “Dateline, November 

5, 1976, daybreak, Plains, Georgia. 

Excitement at the Jimmy Carter Presi-

dential Election Headquarters in the 

old Seaboard Railroad Depot is at a 

high fever. This tiny town is packed with 

thousands of people who have been up 

all night celebrating Mr. Carter’s win. 

Fires burn in metal drums along the 

street; three bands have played during 

the night and a huge television screen 

mounted on a building across from 

article by Carl Calvert  photos by Ann Calvert

the depot has continuously fl ashed the 

election returns. It was impossible to 

drive in Plains; only residents who know 

the back roads can get in or out of town. 

Pandemonium breaks out anew as a 

motorcade from Atlanta arrives carrying 

Jimmy Carter, the fi rst person to be 

elected president from the Deep South 

since the Civil War. As the sun rises 

over the horizon, President-elect Jimmy 

Carter addresses the tremendous 

crowd of supporters at the Railroad 

Depot as their upturned faces shine with 

enthusiasm, warmth, and pride.”

For years after, during the tenor 

of Jimmy Carter’s presidency, Plains 

was to remain in the public spotlight, 

constantly visited by loyal Carter fans, 

the press and the curious. Today, things 

have quieted down considerably, and 

Plains is once again a mellow, peaceful 

small town. In 1987, the National Park 

Service began operations of the Jimmy 

Carter National Historic Site, which 

includes the Jimmy Carter Boyhood 

Farm, Plains High School Museum 

and Seaboard Train Depot. These sites 

chronicle the life and presidency of Mr. 

Carter and are open daily to the public 

Downtown Plains has 
retained much of its 
small-town charm. 

(Left) President Jimmy 
Carter’s boyhood home 

has been restored to 
its appearance before 

electricity was installed 
in 1938. The Carter family 

living room is a tribute 
to the past.

rn town of Plains, Georgia, boasts hard-working,
them the 39th President of the United States
y school at the Baptist church 

The Brickyard Plantation Golf Club & RV Park, 19 miles from 
Plains, is open year-round, and all sites are pull-through.
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26 October 2013 l MOTORHOME

Most motorhome bodies are made 
of multiple pieces of fiberglass 
that are joined together — and 

every joint is a potential leak or squeak.
Coach House is different. The Coach 

House® Platinum® and Platinum II® are 
constructed with a patented one-piece 
hand-laid fiberglass shell, reinforced with 
carbon fiber. The result is an RV that is 
quieter and more durable than one manu-
factured in the traditional way.

Our one-piece shell is more costly and 
difficult to make, but we wouldn’t have it 
any other way. Nor would our loyal cus-

tomers, some of whom are now driving 
their fourth or even fifth Coach House! 

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, 
here are some of the other factors 
that make the downsized Platinum and 
Platinum II your best motorhome value:

motorhome in their class.

solid-surface countertops, porcelain 
toilets, name-brand appliances, 32-inch 
HDTV, and more.

T H E  F O R M U L A  F O R  A  B E T T E R  R E C R E A T I O N A L  V E H I C L E

+ =
 Patented one-piece  

hand-laid fiberglass shell
The luxurious, easy-to-drive, 

Coach House Platinum

Nobody else manufactures a motorhome this way

681 

SARASOTA 
TAMPA 

FT. MYERS 
VENICE 

200 

EXIT  
195 

193 

LAUREL RD. 
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75 

41 
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. Coach House offers you a better way to buy your next 

motorhome: direct from the factory. Get one-on-
one attention from courteous employees in a relaxed, 
pressure-free environment. See your Platinum being 
built in our plant. Receive a generous trade-in allowance 
for your current motorhome. Obtain on-the-spot 

your motorhome from the people who built it.

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT
If you are an RV enthusiast, then you will enjoy 

You are welcome to visit any time during regular 
business hours to see the latest models on display in 
our spacious showroom. Guided factory tours are also 
available; please call ahead. Coach House is the only RV 

 

COACH HOUSE, INC.
VISIT US ONLINE AT www.coachhouserv.com · PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.

COACH HOUSE PLATINUM II (MERCEDES) COACH HOUSE PLATINUM (FORD)
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http://www.coachhouserv.com


JIMMY’S TOWN

(except New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving 

and Christmas Day).

In addition to the National Historic 

Site locations, there are numerous 

additional President Carter sights 

to visit while in Plains, including his 

birthplace, the Carter family church, the 

Carter family peanut company, a drive 

past the Carter Compound (closed to 

the public), Billy Carter’s service station 

and the historic downtown area.

A good starting place in Plains 

is the high school. Also housing 

the museum and visitor center, the 

school, located on North Bond Street, 

is where President Carter and First 

Lady Rosalynn Carter attended both 

grammar and high school. They were 

infl uenced by teacher and principal, 

Miss Julia L. Coleman, who was a 

guiding force at the school from 1912 

until 1958. Plains High School (the 

offi cial State School of Georgia) no 

longer operates as a public school, but 

visitors there can see fi lms and exhibits 

depicting the history of Plains and the 

39th President of the United States.

On the western edge of town sits 

the Jimmy Carter Boyhood Farm, 

where President Carter lived for about 

14 years after the family moved here 

in 1928. On this 360-acre farm, the 

Carters grew cotton, peanuts and corn, 

and raised livestock for their own use. 

Today, the farm and house look much 

the same as when the former president 

left the place in 1942, right down to 

some of the original furniture and 

artifacts.

Downtown, the Seaboard Train 

Depot is defi nitely worth a visit, and as 

mentioned earlier, was the site where 

Mr. Carter addressed the town after 

winning the presidential election in 

1976. Completed in 1888 when the town 

was named Plains of Dura, the depot 

was moved a short distance south to 

take advantage of the new railroad line, 

and the town shortened its name to 

Plains. The building has been restored 

to its 1976 appearance when it was 

Carter’s campaign headquarters.

Just opposite the downtown area is 

Billy Carter’s service station on Church 

Street. President Carter’s brother, Billy, 

owned and operated this gas station 

from 1972 to 1981, and it was a popular 

place for visitors and members of the 

media. Billy was a national “character” 

for a time, and much attention was 

focused on him and his service station. 

Today, the station houses a collection 

of Billy memorabilia, including a can 

of his famous “Billy Beer.” And so 

visitors do not forget President Carter’s 

peanut background, the Golden Peanut 

Company at Main and Bond streets still 

stands, which was formerly the Carter 

Warehouse complex. This was the site 

of the family farm supply business as it 

expanded in the years before Mr. Carter 

was elected president.

Additional Carter sites include 

the Lillian G. Carter Nursing Center 

on Hospital Street where President 

Carter was born on October 1, 1924, 

and the Plains Baptist Church, where 

he was baptized, and the church his 

family attended as he was growing up. 

President Jimmy Carter and First Lady 

Rosalynn Carter have been members 

of The Maranatha Baptist Church on 

Buena Vista Road since 1981, and the 

former president made some of the 

church’s furniture and the collection 

plates. President Carter continues to do 

yardwork on the church’s grounds and 

Billy Carter’s service station was the scene of many interesting 
meetings between Billy and the press during Mr. Carter’s presidency.

The historic Windsor Hotel in nearby 
Americus features a three-story open atrium 
lobby with original hand-carved golden oak 
woodwork dating back to 1892.
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still teaches Sunday school occasionally 

at the church.

The Carter Home, located on 

Woodland Drive, is off limits to the 

public, and sits on a 2.4-acre lot. The 

Carters purchased the lot in 1960 and 

built the ranch house shortly thereafter. 

Additional sites of interest in Plains 

include the Lebanon Cemetery where 

President Carter’s parents, Earl and 

Lillian, are buried, as well as his sister 

Gloria, brother Billy, and other family 

members. The “Haunted House” on Old 

Plains Highway has inspired genera-

tions of ghost stories, and the Carter 

family rented this house from 1956 until 

1961. And don’t miss the Plains United 

Methodist Church, where President 

Carter and First Lady Rosalynn Carter 

were married in 1946, and Public 

Housing Unit 9-A, where the couple 

lived for a year in 1953.

Visiting Plains today is defi nitely 

an entertaining experience and a 

unique insight into the Carter mystique 

and lifestyle of past and present. 

President Carter continues to garner 

national respect as he travels the 

globe on goodwill and peace-keeping 

missions. On the day we visited Plains 

he was again on a trip of international 

interest, this time to Nepal to oversee a 

democratic election. 

Perhaps the one thing that struck 

us most about Plains was its open and 

friendly inhabitants, its easy-going 

lifestyle, and its sense of peace. It’s no 

wonder the Carter family has lived here 

for nearly a century. During our visit, we 

took a lunch break at a local restaurant 

and asked if the former president ever 

stopped by for a bite to eat. The reply? 

“Sure, Jimmy and Rosalynn were in just 

last week and said hello.” We thought 

that summed up the town nicely….

SUMTER COUNTY
Although Plains is defi nitely the tourist 

gem in Sumter County, Georgia, there 

are some worthwhile nearby sites to 

visit. Perhaps the most interesting of 

these is Andersonville National Historic 

Site in Andersonville. Andersonville 

was the site of one of the largest of 

many Confederate military prisons es-

tablished during the Civil War. Built in 

late 1864, Confederate offi cials decided 

to move the large numbers of Federal 

prisoners kept in and around Richmond, 

Virginia, to a place of greater security 

and more abundant food supply. During 

the 14 months the prison existed, 

more than 45,000 Union soldiers were 

confi ned in the stockade. Of these, 

almost 13,000 died from disease, poor 

sanitation, malnutrition, overcrowding 

or exposure to the elements. Today, the 

site is host to a riveting display of what 

it was like in the horrifi c prison, where 

thousands of prisoners struggled on a 

daily basis just to survive.

Andersonville National Historic 

Site is the only park in the National 

Park System to serve as a memorial 

to all American prisoners of war. The 

site consists of the Prisoner of War 

Museum, the Andersonville National 

Cemetery and the prison site. Visitors 

can watch an orientation fi lm, wander 

the museum exhibits and cemetery, or 

take a driving tour of the grounds.

The largest town in Sumter County, 

Georgia, is Americus, which hosts its 

own collection of interesting places. 

For history buffs, there’s the Rylander 

Theatre, built in 1921, and a prime 

example of Art Deco architecture. 

The stately Windsor Hotel, located 

downtown, is a Victorian masterpiece 

that was built in 1892 and designed by 

Swedish architect, Gottfried Norman. 

After a $6.5 million renovation, the 

hotel, now named the Best Western 

Plus Windsor Hotel, has modern 

amenities yet still retains much of the 

original ambiance and architecture. The 

hotel is reportedly haunted, with one of 

the permanent residents the ghost of a 

laughing little girl who runs down the 

hallway. Visitors to Americus can also 

tour the Habitat for Humanity’s Global 

Village and Discovery Center, next to 

Habitat’s operational headquarters.

Sumter County is home to other 

quaint and unique small towns, 

including Leslie, incorporated in 1892, 

and Desoto, the name of which goes 

back to Hernando de Soto, the governor 

of Cuba in 1540.

A wide variety of recreational op-

portunities are also available, including 

Lake Blackshear, an 8,500-acre 

man-made lake for fi shing, skiing, 

boating and swimming. Numerous golf 

courses can be found in Sumter County, 

including GSW Griffi n Bell Golf Links in 

Americus.

Special events in the area include 

the Attapulgus Dogwood Festival the 

last Saturday in March, Plains Peanut 

Festival in September, the Taste of 

Sumter, also in September, and Ander-

sonville’s Annual Historic Fair the fi rst 

weekend of October.

Whatever brings you to the area 

— whether the allure of Plains and 

the legacy of President Carter or the 

laid-back lifestyle of this corner of 

Georgia — you’re sure to fi nd a rich, 

inviting countryside, inhabited by some 

of the friendliest people in the South. 

And you might just fi nd President Carter 

sitting down to a country-fl avored meal 

at the table next to you…. q

Brickyard Plantation Golf Club 
& RV Resort in Americus, about 

19 miles from Plains, is open 

year-round. Full hookups, pull-

throughs, 50-amp, pets welcome, 

no tents, driving range, laundry 

facilities and WiFi.

1619 U.S. Highway 280 E

Americus, Georgia

229-874-1234 

www.brickyardgolfclub.com

Americus-Sumter County 
Chamber of Commerce
229-924-2646 

www.americus-sumterchamber.com

Andersonville National Historic Site
229-924-0343, www.nps.gov/ande

Jimmy Carter National Historic Site
300 North Bond Street

Plains, Georgia 

229-824-4104, www.nps.gov/jica

Plains, Georgia, Chamber of 
Commerce
229- 824-5445, www.plainsgeorgia.org

IF YOU GO 

JIMMY’S TOWN
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* Government fees, state taxes and dealer fees as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Inventory and floorplans vary by location. 
Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA or UT). Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography 
for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. Offers valid at any Camping World RV Sales or 
FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. Offers expire 2/11/14.               FR027701-1113

ASK HOW YOU CAN UPGRADE TO Good Sam ELITE
GoodSamClub.com

STK. #FLG487326

NEW 2014 Keystone

ALPINE 3555RL
MSRP $85,989 • SAVE $20,994

$64,995*

STK. #LC474783

NEW 2014 Jayco

JAY FLIGHT 24FBS
MSRP $27,183 • SAVE $2,188

$24,995*

STK. #GRW1023714

NEW 2014 Heartland

SUNDANCE 3000MK
MSRP $51,812 • SAVE $14,817

$36,995*

NEW 2014 Coleman
COLEMAN CTS192RD
STK. #TAL514072  |  MSRP $21,506  |  SAVE $5,511

NOW
ONLY 

$15,995*

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://cwrvs.com


8500 BTU
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NOT A MEMBER? JOIN TODAY!
Visit any Camping World SuperCenter, call 1-800-626-5944 or log on to CampingWorld.com/GoodSam

SAVE MORE THAN EVER!

CLUB SALE
$933 

Reg. $11.79

Porta-Pak® Tank  
Deodorizer, 10-Pack #23913

Porta-Pak® Lavender Scent  
Toss-ins, 10-Pack #69990 

Ship Wt. 1 lb. ea.

A

B

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

CLUB SALE

2 for $424 
Reg. $3.05 ea.

A

Portable GFCI Surge Guard™ with  
Shock Shield®, 30-Amp #18337 
Best for entry-level Travel Trailers and  
Pop-Ups. 510 joules surge protection,  
2000 amps spike protection.  
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. | 

CLUB SALE

$5999 
Reg. $99.99

SAVE $40
CLUB MEMBERS

NEW!

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

60%

OFF

B

Adjustable Leg Platform Step #54911 
Legs adjusts independently, lock open at 81⁄4"H, 73⁄4"H, 71⁄4"H and 63⁄4"H 
for maximum stability. Corrosion resistant aluminum with charcoal 
powder coat finish, non-slip treads and no-mar leg tips. | Ship Wt. 10 lbs.

Legs adjust in  
4 positions

1000 lb. capacity

CLUB SALE

$9999 Reg. $126.99

SAVE $25
CLUB MEMBERS

Good Sam 2014 RV Travel  
Guide & Campground Directory #72834 

 
 

 
 

 for 2014! 

Ship Wt. 5 lbs.

CLUB SALE

$995 Reg. $25.95

Thetford Quick-Dissolve 
RV Toilet Paper #15600 
Single ply. | Ship Wt. 1 lb. ea.

Super Wheel Chock #56861 
Club SALE $12.86  
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. ea.

BUY ONE GET ONE  

FREE!  

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$130
OFF

Euro Chair with 
Ottoman, Buff #65996 
FREIGHT

CLUB SALE
$399
 Reg. $529.99

NEW!

300 lb.  
capacity

261⁄2"W x 321⁄2"D x 38"H

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   
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Stripe Mat, 6' x 9' 
Heavy-duty piping with reinforced corners.

Blue #69180    
Green #69183

Ship Wt. 7 lbs.

Orange #69182    
Brown #69181

CLUB SALE

$3999 Reg. $49.99

Green Orange Brown

UV-coated 
polypropylene

Blue

To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL

Li’l Safari Chair #69851 
Sized for little campers.   
Ship Wt. 5 lbs.

160 lb. 
capacity

CLUB SALE
$1399
 Reg. $14.99

Redi Top Table #74236 
Clamps onto tables, desks or 
tailgates. Holds up to 80 lbs. Folds 
to 18" x 20" x 3" for easy storage 
and transport. 18"W x 40"L table 
surface. | Ship Wt. 13 lbs. 

CLUB SALE
$9999

 Reg. $119.99
NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Gives an extra 
5 sq. ft. of 

table space!

Rocker-N-Bag #74237 
Oversized rocker is light enough to carry 
wherever you want. | ° $20 $9

CLUB SALE
$6999

 Reg. $77.77

Carry bag  
included

165 sq. in.  
cooking surface

O-Grill #48961 
Stainless steel burner. Porcelain-enamel coated 
cast iron cooking grid. Uses disposable propane 
cylinders (sold separately).  
° $24 $9 | 

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$40
OFF

9,000 BTU

Prices expire January 26, 2014

CLUB SALE

$12999 
 Reg. $173.88

250 lb. 
capacity Included 

carry bag

Lightweight 
and compact

NEW!

411⁄4"H x 30"W x 36"D

6 Globe Clear Patio Lights with White Cord #17963     

6 Globe Etched Bronze Patio Lights with  
Black Cord #37652

Ship Wt. 6-8 lbs. | 

CLUB SALE
$ 8299

 

Reg. $99.99

Clear

6" diameter

Etched Bronze

CLUB SALE

$18999 Reg. $263.99
Big Red Portable Propane Campfire #72898    
Attach a 20 lb. refillable propane cylinder (sold separately). Up to 65,000 BTUs 

regulator. Stores at only 10"H x 14" dia. For outdoor use only. | ° $12 $9 | 

10" high

10' 
hose

Sits on lid for 
added height

14" dia

NEW!
LARGER SIZE

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$70
OFF

 Product Protection Plan available

235⁄8''L x 15''W  
x 263⁄8''H.
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R
unning off the edge of a 

300-foot cliff is not something 

I do everyday, which explains 

why my response sounds a 

little less than confi dent — OK, a lot 

less than confi dent — when my tandem 

paragliding instructor Tad Hurst asks, 

“Are you ready?” 

Having done this with hundreds of 

folks over the years, he knows better 

than to give me time to reconsider as 

we start a slow jog toward the drop-off.  

And then suddenly, before I realize 

what’s happening, we are soaring like 

birds under a brilliantly blue Southern 

California sky.

I should state that I love fl ying, 

and I’ve been lucky enough over the 

years to lift off in everything from a tiny 

aerobatic biplane to a stately Zeppelin 

longer than a 747 jetliner. Even so, 

there was one form of fl ight that had 

always eluded me, namely the chance 

to take to the skies sans machine.

So I’ve come to San Diego to rectify 

that omission. Tandem paraglider 

fl ights are offered in dozens of spots 

across the United States, but my friend 

Todd and I have come here because the 

cliff in question is no ordinary precipice. 

A tandem paragliding fl ight may require a leap of faith, 
but it’s the closest you’ll ever come to soaring like an eagle

article by Alan Rider

It is the centerpiece of the world-fa-

mous Torrey Pines Gliderport.

Established by the city as a public 

park more than 80 years ago, the 

Gliderport began launching sailplanes 

from its lofty perch above the Pacifi c 

Ocean in 1930, the same year Charles 

Lindbergh (yes, that Lindbergh) used 

the rising air over these rugged cliffs 

to set a distance record for unpowered 

gliders. Hang gliders, with their 

oversize metal-framed kites came next, 

followed by the paragliders that now 

make up the majority of the thousands 

of fl ights launched here every year.

What makes this such a popular 

spot with free-fl ight pilots from around 

the world are the winds that blow in off 

the Pacifi c and are pushed upward by 

the cliff face to create what is known 

in soaring circles as “ridge lift.” The 

consistency of those winds is another 

important factor, with the Gliderport 

boasting a remarkable average of 300 

days a year with ideal fl ying conditions.  

Paragliding was introduced to 

While it’s the Torrey Pines Gliderport’s outstanding soaring conditions that draw 
pilots from around the world to these rugged cliffs just north of downtown San 
Diego, California, the jaw-dropping views are an especially nice fringe benefi t.
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Torrey Pines Gliderport
858-452-9858, fl ytorrey.com

A large unpaved parking lot adjacent 

the fi eld means there’s generally 

plenty of room to accommodate av-

erage-sized RVs. Tandem paragliding 

fl ights are $150, and average about 25 

minutes in duration. 

Because the Gliderport is located 

in the midst of a major city, fi nding 

camping spots can sometimes be a 

challenge. The closest full-service 

RV resort is Campland on the Bay 

(800-422-9386, www.campland.com), 

which offers a bayfront location, a 

family friendly atmosphere and a 

long list of amenties. Several state 

parks, including San Elijo State Beach 

(760-753-5091, www.parks.ca.gov) 

offer ocean-front campsites with and 

without hook-ups.

America in the mid-1980s. You might 

think of it as the love-child of para-

chuting and hang gliding. Central 

to this soaring sport is the canopy, 

a long arched wing made of ripstop 

nylon fabric with front vents that, 

when infl ated by the wind, help it take 

and maintain its shape. The canopy 

is connected to the pilot’s harness 

by more than a dozen long thin lines; 

on tandem paragliding fl ights, the 

passenger is securely hooked to the 

front of this same harness. For extra 

peace of mind, all tandem rigs at the 

Gliderport are equipped with a reserve 

parachute just in case of an in-fl ight 

emergency. Once off the ground, both 

pilot and passenger settle into nicely 

padded seats.

The process of signing up for our 

tandem fl ights inside the Gliderport’s 

small shop didn’t do much to bolster 

our courage, as we were handed one 

of the longest liability waiver forms I’d 

ever seen. We scribbled our names 

and initials roughly the same number 

of times required for fi nalizing your 

average RV loan. The fact that our 

instructors were two of only four 

paraglider pilots in the United States 

who had achieved a top P-5/Master 

rating was reassuring, however.  

My pilot explained that paragliding 

is actually one of the safest forms of 

fl ight because you’re always connected 

to what amounts to a giant parachute. 

As we talked, I wriggled into the stout 

harness and donned my full-face 

helmet.  Tad made sure our harnesses 

were secure, gave his gear a fi nal 

inspection and then tugged on the lines 

to allow the wind to infl ate the canopy. 

ALAN IN WONDERLAND
As it turned out, my feet left the ground 

before we’d even reached the edge of the 

cliff. Scooching back into the fabric seat, 

my anxiety slowly gave way to what I can 

only describe as a sense of wonder.

Unlike other fl ying contraptions man 

has cooked up over the last century, 

the fi rst thing you notice in a tandem 

paragliding fl ight is the sound or, more 

accurately, the lack of it.

The views were mesmerizing, from 

the sands of Black’s Beach hundreds 

of feet below to the cliff-top expanse of 

Torrey Pines State Reserve, with miles of 

rain and wind-sculpted sandstone fi lling 

the void in between. Countless multi-

million-dollar mansions are hidden away 

in this exclusive corner of San Diego, and 

we were even stealthy enough to surprise 

a couple of hikers on one of the Reserve’s 

bluff-top trails. Try that in a Cessna!

Because of some wrinkle in FAA 

regulations, these tandem fl ights are 

considered introductory lessons rather 

than sightseeing tours. As such, Tad 

allowed me to take the controls. I 

tugged on the steering lines so I could 

spiral fi rst one way and then the other.

My least favorite part was landing 

since it meant that the ride was over 

much, much too soon. To say I wasn’t 

ready to come back down to earth 

would be a major understatement. Tad 

set us down gently on the same grassy 

fi eld we took off from.

A tandem paragliding fl ight is much 

easier, less scary and more phenomenal 

than you could ever imagine — in spite of 

that whole running off the edge of a cliff 

business. q

San Diego is a popular camping destination, so be sure to make 
reservations at RV parks like Campland on the Bay far in advance. 
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ROCK SOL
Products that keep trailers stable and level for a more enjoyable RVing

article by Chris Hemer
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W
hen we consider all the comforts of home when we’re on the road, 

we often think about things like a cozy living space, well-equipped 

kitchen and a roomy bath area. However, there is another unsung 

hero of RV living that often receives very little limelight: That of the 

humble leveling/stabilizing jack. These jacks, hiding away in the shadowy recesses 

underneath your RV, help create a solid foundation for your rig whether you’re 

roughing it in the desert or luxuriating in an RV resort. If you’ve ever tried RVing 

without them, you know that your home on wheels can quickly become a bouncy 

house once residents start moving around.

There’s a common misconception 

that stabilizing jacks and leveling jacks 

are one and the same, but this is not 

the case. Their actual intended use 

is right in the name; stabilizing jacks 

are typically used on travel trailers to 

keep the rig stable once it is parked 

for a solid, residential feel when you’re 

inside. Although they are indeed capable 

of limited leveling of the RV by lifting it 

an inch or two on one side, they’re really 

only designed to make contact with the 

ground enough to prevent unwanted 

movement, and not much more. 

Leveling jacks, on the other hand, are 

typically used on motorhomes and fi fth-

know, not all trailers come with stabi-

lizing jacks, and not all motorhomes/

fi fth-wheels are equipped with leveling 

jacks. The good news is, both are 

available through the aftermarket in a 

variety of designs. Many of these can 

be installed by the DIY mechanic, while 

wheels and are engineered to lift the 

RV as much as reasonably necessary 

(side-to-side and front-to-back) in order 

to make the unit level when parked. In 

fact, some can even lift the tires off the 

ground completely if necessary (not 

suggested for leveling). Because 

of their intended use, leveling 

jacks are more robust than 

stabilizing jacks, and not 

surprisingly, function 

as stabilizing jacks 

as well.

As you 

probably 

already 
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Easier than a hand crank
 or even a drill/socket 

arrangement, the BAL Power 
Pak makes leveling your 

trailer a push-button affair.

LID
g experience

BAL
Located in the RV hotbed of Elkhart, 

Indiana, BAL offers leveling and sta-

bilizing products/accessories for 

motorhomes, travel trailers and fi fth-

wheels. The company is also an OEM 

supplier to the RV industry, so you can 

get the same quality product used on 

today’s trailers.

Classic Scissors Jack 
BAL’s Classic scissors jack line consists 

of two models: One that extends from 

4 to 23  inches, and another that 

extends all the way to 30 inches — a 

good choice for trailers with raised 

suspensions. The Deluxe scissors jack 

includes a patented roller bearing 

assembly for smooth operation, while 

the Standard jack provides a sandwich 

construction. Rust-inhibitive E-coating 

on the jack and shiny zinc coating on 

the crank handle ensure long life, and 

mounting hardware is included. May 

also be welded to the trailer frame. 

Also available is a LoPro Scissors Jack 

that extends 3 -24 inches.

Power Pak 12-volt DC Motor Kit
Cranking your jacks up and down 

manually is a hassle, particularly if 

you travel often. BAL now offers an 

optional Power Pak 12-volt DC motor 

kit, providing jack actuation at the 

the more complex heavy-duty and/or 

automatic leveling systems will likely 

require a professional’s help. To give 

you an idea of what’s out there, we’ve 

compiled this handy guide to help keep 

you and your family on an even keel this 

coming travel season. Keep in mind that 

many of these companies offer similar 

products and we can’t feature all of 

them in the space we have here — so be 

sure to visit each company’s website for 

its full range of offerings.

Leveling and stabilization products 

may not be as glamorous as a fl at screen 

TV or electric fi replace, but they can go 

a long way toward making your RV 

a more comfortable place to 

spend time.

push of a button. Light weight, high 

rpm and easily installed, according to 

the company, the sealed motor offers 

easy access to manual over ride and 

is packaged in a box of two with motor 

control.

Light Trailer Tire Leveler 
Designed for single axle trailers only, 

this product eliminates the need for 

moving the trailer onto blocks or ramps 

in order to level it. The ratchet wrench 

(Model 841025, included) can be used 

to turn the drive screw, elevating or 

lowering the tire lifting pads to the level 

position. Made from heavy-duty tubular 

steel, the Light Trailer Leveler features 

a corrosion-resistant fi nish and fi ts 13, 

14 and most 15-inch wheels.

Lock-Arm Stabilizing Bar 
Even with stabilizing jacks deployed, 

there can still be some side-to-side 

movement caused by lateral or fore/

aft fl ex. The Lock-Arm stabilizing bar 

ties the jack feet to the trailer frame, 

eliminating most trailer movement, 

according to BAL. The system adapts 

to most crank down leveling/stabilizing 

jacks, and the Lock-Arm travels up and 

down with the jack for easy set up and 

storage. Two Lock-Arms and complete 

mounting hardware included.
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Bigfoot/Quadra
Manufacturing
5th Wheel 4-Point Automatic Leveling System 
Hydraulic leveling systems are typically only reserved for 

higher-end fi fth-wheels … but if you’ve always wanted the 

convenience of one of these systems, Quadra Manufactur-

ing may have what you’ve been looking for. The second 

generation Big Foot system offers heavy-duty hydraulic 

jacks front and rear, and fi ts almost all fi fth-wheels built 

today, according to the company. The system allows the 

user to operate the jacks with a wireless key fob to unhook 

from the tow vehicle and auto level the trailer. Then, when 

you’re ready to hook up again, the “Quick Connect” feature 

automatically retracts the rear jacks, and the front landing 

gear will lift back to your original hitch height, according 

to Quadra. Of course, there’s also a fully manual mode 

when you want control. The USA-made system includes 

all necessary hydraulic pumps, cylinders, hoses, wiring 

harnesses, controls and hardware. A six-point system is also 

available.

Class A Gas Chassis Auto-
matic Leveling System 
It’s fairly common to fi nd 

automatic leveling systems 

on most late model Class A 

motorhomes. But if you’ve 

got an older gas coach 

that you’d like to upgrade 

to full automatic hydraulic 

leveling, Quadra Manu-

facturing can help. The company’s Bigfoot Series fully 

automatic leveling system for gas Class A motorhomes 

(the company makes systems for other coach styles as 

well) offers features like a manual mode that allows the 

user to run each jack individually, an “all up” light that 

indicates all jacks have been retracted and an emergency 

retract button. The system includes everything needed for 

installation, including hydraulic pumps, cylinders, hoses, 

wiring harnesses, controls 

and hardware.
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turnoverball.com

The hitch may be small, but don’t underestimate its 
importance. This engineered metal can make the 
difference between a comfortable ride and a nail 
biter. That’s why B&W developed a line of hitches 
based on a single goal; creating a smooth, worry-
free ride. Choose the model for your truck today.

 PUCKS. SLIDE. NO RAILS. RAILS.

Welcome to the Family, 

    Companion Slider.

Camco
Camco is an industry giant that manufacturers just 

about anything you could want for an RV — so it’s no 

surprise that the company has its own products for 

stabilizing an RV.

Telescopic Stabilizing Jacks 
Maybe your trailer doesn’t have leveling jacks, and 

maybe you don’t want to install permanent models. If 

this describes you, then Camco’s Telescopic Stabiliz-

ing Jacks are a good solution. Similar to automotive 

style jacks, simply adjust them to the approximate 

height, insert the quick release pin, then use the 

screw assembly to eliminate slack. They’re adjustable 

from 16-30 inches and are certifi ed to a 6,000-pound 

load capacity. Featuring a zinc-plated inner tube and 

screw assembly and a powder-coated body to prevent 

corrosion, these jacks come in a set of two.

Leveling Scissor Jacks 
Camco’s leveling scissor jacks are designed for both 

pop ups and trailers, and are available in sizes from 20 

to 30 inches rated at 5,000 or 7,500 pounds. Powder 

coated for maximum rust protection, these jacks can 

be bolted or welded in place, and come with mounting 

hardware.
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Husky
Adjustable Slideout Stabilizer 
Slideouts come in a range of sizes, and can be 

operated by a number of different mechanisms–

some better than others. Husky’s adjustable 

slideout stabilizer helps support the weight of a 

rig’s slideout to prevent sag over time, and at the 

same time adds more stability to the coach/trailer 

by preventing rocking motions. Made from heavy 

duty steel and powder coated/zinc fi nished, these 

stabilizers are available in 16-28-inch, 21-37-inch 

and 26-47-inch sizes, and include a 6-square-inch 

footpad. Packaged two per box.

Stabilizing Scissor Jacks 
Whether your rig has no stabilizing jacks or just 

needs new ones, Husky’s Stabilizing Scissor Jacks 

can fi ll the bill. Featuring sturdy steel construc-

tion and power coated to resist corrosion, these 

jacks have a 6,500-pound lifting capacity (each) and 

are designed to fi t most RVs. Each pair includes 

mounting hardware (can also be welded on) in-

structions and swivel handle, and the product is 

backed by a two-year manufacturer warranty.

ROCK SOLID
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Lippert Components
GroundControl 
Automatic leveling systems are quickly becoming standard 

equipment on many of today’s trailers — and now the 

GroundControl wireless RV Leveling System from Lippert 

Components can allow you to upfi t your rig without the 

need for hydraulics. GroundControl is an electric system 

offered in a four-point leveling confi guration (fi fth-wheels 

with GVWR less than 20,000 pounds) and offers a “re-hitch” 

memory function that remembers the original hitch height. 

The system levels in less than two minutes, according to the 

company, and is more affordable than hydraulic systems.

JT’s Strong Arm Jack Stabilizers
Factory-supplied stabilizing jacks are certainly better than 

no jacks at all, but they do have one liability: defl ection. Even 

with the stabilizing jacks down, you’ve likely noticed that your 

rig can still rock and roll when you and/or your passengers 

walk, sit and otherwise move around. That’s because there’s 

a lot of weight and leverage on those jacks, and they simply 

don’t have the rigidity to arrest all movement. JT’s Strong 

Arm Jack Stabilizers are designed to virtually eliminate 

excessive movement through the power of triangulation: One 

end of the Strong Arm attaches to the leveling jack, the other 

end to the trailer frame, much like a Panhard bar layout used 

in race cars. An easy twist of the Strong Arm’s handle locks it 

in place. Using a unique system of brackets, the Strong Arm 

can be attached to the most popular types of stabilizing jacks, 

including scissor, electric and telescoping.

JT’s Strong Arm Elephant Foot Jack Pads 
Anyone who’s ever camped on soft or damp ground knows 

how quickly the factory stabilizing jacks will sink, creating 

an uneven, unstable condition in a matter of hours. JT’s 

Elephant Foot Jack Pads replace the small metal landing 

pads on a fi fth-wheel trailer’s front electric landing gear, 

and can be added to either scissor or single arm telescop-
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ORDER ONLINE OR GIVE US A CALL TO LEARN MORE
www.dieselperformance.com   //   1.800.887.5030

Connect with us on: 

Steering Box Stabilizer //  Dodge
Virtually Eliminates Frame Flex at Box
Helps Prevent Wandering
More Positive Steering Feel

Adjustable Track Bars //  Dodge & Ford
Corrects Axle Alignment on Lifted Trucks
Less Wandering & More Positive Steering Feel
Long Lasting & Easily Serviceable Polyurethane Bushings

Cam Caster Adjuster //  Ford
Makes Correcting Caster Easier
Prevents Potential Steering Problems
Reduces Tire Cupping

Sway Bar End Link //  Dodge
More Articulation
Allows More Stress
Long Life Urethane Bushings
Easily Servicable

Control Arms //  Dodge
3X Stronger that Stock
Powder Coated and Zinc Plated
3 Adjustment Points
Adjustable on the Truck

BD continues to strive to find the right solutions for weak and 

stressed points in the suspension system of today’s hard worked 

gas & diesel pick-ups.

GAS &

DIESEL

DRIVING STRAIGHT STEADY AND STRONG

ing jacks found on the rear of fi fth-wheels or for all jacks on 

travel trailers.  Like the feet of their namesake, JT’s large, 

stable feet are 10 inches in diameter and made of thick, 

rugged composite to withstand the harshest environments. 

The pads provide 78 square inches of support– more than 

twice the footing of standard equipment, and a huge improve-

ment in the trailer stability. Also included are custom-molded 

JT’s Elephant Shoes, which fi t over the Elephant Foot jack 

pads and prevent skidding on hard, smooth surfaces.

Level Up 
Level Up aluminum leveling jacks from Lippert Components 

are 10 times faster than their electric counterparts, according 

to the company. The patented, six-point system adds a pair of 

aluminum leveling jacks before the front axles, which dramat-

ically reduces the rocking motions RVers face. The one-touch 

auto level function will level the rig in less than a minute — 

and the auto re-hitch memory puts the trailer in the position it 

was when you unhooked, speeding up departure time.
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SOURCES: 

BAL/Norco Industries, Inc.
800-347-2232

www.norcoind.com

Bigfoot Hydraulic Leveling 
Systems/ Quadra Manufacturing
800-752-9815

www.thebigfootleveler.com

Camco Manufacturing, Inc.
800-334-2004

www.camco.net

Hanscom Enterprises (STEADYfast)
866-498-8754

www.steadyfast.com

Husky Towing Products
877-544-4449

www.huskytow.com

Lippert Components, Inc. 
574-535-1125

www.lci1.com

Winfi eld RV Products
858-435-0720

www.winfi eldrvproducts.com

STEADYfast 
A trailer can’t be completely stable unless 

both fore/aft and side-to-side movement is 

arrested, and the STEADYfast system from 

Hanscom Enterprises LLC does both. The 

STEADYfast system anchors the trailer 

frame to the ground using three rigid bars 

that are attached to high performance 

self-leveling footplates. The footplates 

attach to existing jacks, and conveniently 

located locking clamps and brackets 

allow a fi fth wheel or travel trailer to be 

stabilized quickly and easily, according 

to the company. Once the mounting 

brackets are installed on the trailer frame 

via attachment hardware or welding, 

the braces remain in place and raise/

lower with the trailer’s jacks. The system 

requires no set-up, and can be engaged/

disengaged in just a few minutes.

Winfi eld RV Products 
 Stabilizing Wheel Chock

Many of us don’t think of the wheels as 

having much to do with stabilization, 

but they do. Trailers don’t have parking 

brakes, so even with the jacks down, you 

can still experience signifi cant fore/aft 

movement. To solve this problem, the 

Winfi eld RV Products Stabilizing Wheel 

Chock is inserted in between the trailer 

tires and the molded handle tightened to 

substantially reduce fore/aft movement, 

according to the company. The chocks 

are designed to work on trailers with 

15 or 16-inch wheels and they adjust 

from 1-1/4-inch to 6-1/2 inches to fi t 

trailer tire spacing. Made from durable, 

rustproof aluminum bar and galvanized 

steel, these chocks work on all terrains 

and do not interfere with leveling blocks.

Fifth Wheel Stabilizer 
The Winfi eld RV Products Fifth Wheel Landing 

Gear Cross Brace Stabilizer utilizes two 

expandable heavy gauge steel tubes to create a 

box truss between the fi fth wheel landing gear 

legs. The tubes are easily tensioned by merely 

twisting the tubes until they are hand tight. 

Using the Cross Brace Stabilizer in conjunction 

with the company’s locking wheel chocks will reportedly eliminate nearly all of the 

trailer’s unwanted movement. The Cross Brace Stabilizer can usually be installed in 

minutes using the supplied hardware and basic hand tools, according to the company, 

and usually does not require drilling or frame modifi cations.  q

ROCK SOLID
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YOUR RV ISN’T A CAR. DON’T INSURE IT LIKE ONE.  
Progressive covers your RV in ways auto policies don’t. So if you ever get in an 
accident and need to leave your RV at the shop for repairs, we’ll cover the cost of 
your hotel. Keeping family trips on the road, now that’s Progressive.

1-800-PROGRESSIVE  |  LOCAL AGENT  |  PROGRESSIVE.COM

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates. Emergency Expense coverage is subject to policy terms.  11D00458 (06/11)

Progressive Insurance, Circle 119 on Reader Service Card

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.progressive.com


T
he great adventure of RVing can 

sometimes be overshadowed by 

situations that are less than fun 

when things don’t go exactly as 

planned. Take dumping the holding 

tanks, for example. No doubt you’ve 

heard a story or two from fellow RVers 

who have experienced a little bad luck 

when emptying the holding tanks. Some 

stories are quite humorous, some not 

so funny, especially if the experience 

put a damper on the enjoyment of 

the trip. Few people will argue that 

dumping the holding tanks is the 

least favorite RV activity. Let’s face it, 

handling cumbersome 3-inch dump 

hoses and connectors can be dirty job.

An alternative to hooking up a 

standard dump hose and wrestling 

with the connections to a dump station, 

which may be too far away or require 

an aftermarket apparatus to manage 

slope and fl ow problems, is Thetford’s 

Sani-Con macerator system. In simple 

terms, the Sani-Con grinds black 

waste to a liquefi ed consistency and 

pumps the contents into the dump 

One-inch, fl exible hose is connected to 
a handle with stepped discharge nozzle. 
Kit includes pump and ancillary parts for 
permanent installation.

station, smoothly and cleanly. There 

are three models offered, two for 

permanent mounting and one portable 

for additional versatility. We took a 

look at the Twist-On Sani-Con that’s 

intended to be permanently mounted if 

conditions allow.

The Twist-On Sani-Con is designed 

to provide a helping hand to those who 

experience dumping diffi culty created 

by incomplete waste breakdown, a 

blockage and maybe most importantly, 

inclines and distant dump stations. 

The Twist-On Sani-Con is comprised of 

materials best suited for this sort of ap-

plication. A strong, well-fi nished, sealed 

metal housing contains the motor and 

all moving hardware necessary for 

grinding and pumping waste. All of the 

macerator components terminate into 

to a plastic bayonet-type mounting point 

just like those found on your average 

RV-type sewer hose. Directly attached 

to the side of the motor is a sealed 

switch box that’s easy to access. Wiring 

is designed for permanent connection 

to the RV’s 12-volt DC circuit.

HOLDING TANK
MANAGEMENT
Thetford’s Sani-Con macerator system liquefies 
black waste and pumps the contents through a 
convenient 1-inch flexible hose, even uphill and 
over long distances

As far as the installation goes, 

it’s just a matter of connecting a 

couple of wires and twisting the motor 

assembly onto the receiving end of 

the termination pipe that extends past 

the dump valves. The Twist-On model 

is confi gured for a dump pipe that’s 

housed inside a storage compartment. 

When installing the Sani-Con, clearance 

issues between the termination pipe 

and bodywork must be addressed. The 

system requires 9  inches between 

the end of the RV’s dump pipe with the 

bayonet fi tting and the nearest obstruc-

tion. If adequate space is not provided, 

article and photos by Kevin Livingston
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1) Pump is connected to bayonet mount that locks onto termination pipe. Flexible hose is 
attached to the motor body and can stretch to 21 feet. Bypass allows gray water to fl ow 
without the use of the motor. 2) Here the macerator pump is mounted temporarily since the 
termination pipe exits below fl oor level. Pump is designed to remain connected when used 
inside a utility bay. 3) Wire leads are crimped onto terminals that will be used in an industrial 
battery connector. 4) Quick Cable battery connector makes it easy to hook up 12-volt DC power 
when using the pump as a portable.

a Box Mount system can be used, which 

performs the same function as the 

Twist-On model. The trailer we used to 

test the Sani-Con did not have a utility 

bay and the pipe exited below the fl oor 

using an elbow fi tting. Obviously, we 

could not leave the pump attached 

permanently because it would stick 

out too far and the weight of the motor 

could not be supported. Instead, we 

opted to use the Twist-On Sani-Con as a 

temporary piece and wire it with a Quick 

Cable industrial battery connector for 

easy plugging into a 12-volt DC source. 

Thetford offers a portable kit in a 

toolbox for this purpose, but for testing 

purposes, our setup worked fi ne.

As we found out, the Sani-Con 

lends itself nicely to modifi cations 

during the installation process, which 

is aligned with the thinking of many RV 

tinkerers. In our case we installed the 

aforementioned battery connector, but 

for permanent installations the wiring 

should go directly to the battery bank 

with the positive lead protected by the 

20-amp circuit breaker provided in the 

kit. If using a Quick Cable plug, the ends 

can be secured with a crimping device 

or be soldered. The only thing left to do 

at this point is to twist on the Sani-Con 

and make sure it’s locked all the way 

into position. Now you can proceed with 

dumping the black tank in the normal 

fashion except there’s one switch to turn 

on and off.

Overall performance of Thetford’s 

Twist-On Sani-Con macerator is quite 

good and certainly convenient. The build 

quality is excellent and the components 

are packaged quite well. Included in 

the kit is a very fl exible 1-inch diameter 

hose that can stretch to 21 feet from 

its compressed 7-foot state. The hose 

remains attached to the pump and there 

is a bypass built into the housing so 

that gray water can fl ow freely without 

the use of the motor. At the end of the 

hose is an ergonomic handle with a 

stair-stepped nozzle that will fi t into 

just about any dump station; a threaded 

fi tting allows connection of additional 

hoses. The system needs a 1-inch 

diameter hose to successfully fulfi ll 

the promise of operation up to 150 feet 

from a dump station and the ability for 

contents to fl ow smoothly up to 20 feet 

in elevation. A screw-on cap seals the 

nozzle to contain any residue when the 

hose is stored inside the compartment. 

The space savings when compared to a 

standard 3-inch sewer hose is dramatic.

It’s important that foreign items 

are not put into the holding tanks. The 

pump is designed to handle waste and 

tissue; other items can plug up the 

system and even damage the motor. 

Also, the motor cannot be run dry. 

There is a distinct change in motor 

sound after the contents are emptied; 

owners will quickly recognize this sound 

variance and must turn the motor off 

immediately. About the only signifi cant 

differences noticed between using 

the Sani-Con and a standard type 

hose was the dump time. There 

is an increase of time when using 

the Sani-Con since it must grind 

the waste and pump the contents to the 

sewer. But the convenience of dumping 

holding tanks into household sewer 

cleanouts and elevated dump stations, 

without having to manually feed the 

contents to facilitate adequate fl ow 

is a big selling point for retiring the 

ol’ 3-inch sewer hose. The Twist-On 

Sani-Con sells for $399 at Camping 

World and retail/Internet sources. q

Thetford Corp, 800-543-1219,

 www.thetford.com

1

3

2

4

Sani-Con macerator kit is available in a portable kit with all components housed in a plastic toolbox.
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Fifth-wheels offer exceptional versatility in fl oorplan design, 

primarily because of generous square footage and room 

segmentation. This separation of the rooms provides a more 

residential feel to the interior, which enhances livability. Compo-

nent placement is critical to livability. Often, furniture, the gal-

ley and entertainment arrangements offer great “eyeball” upon 

initial viewing by potential buyers, who over time end up disap-

pointed after living in their rigs for a while.

Refl ection 303RLS
Grand Design takes a favorite fl oorplan, shrinks the dimensions and 
weight for easy towing, but retains the livability and comfort

article by Bob Livingston  photos by Scott Hirko

Refl ection fi fth-wheel is 
towed easily by a Ford F-350, 
powered by a 6.7-liter diesel 
engine. Fifth-wheel hitch, 
power trailering mirrors and 
brake control are part of the 
Ford towing package.
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For example, we prefer not to watch 

TV with our heads cocked to one side, 

which leads to a real pain in the neck. 

One solution is opposing slides with an 

entertainment center in the streetside 

slide and comfortable seating on the 

curbside. Add in a fi replace, and the 

scene can be very soothing and con-

ducive to lounging and entertaining. In 

many cases integration of such a plan 

requires stretching the length boundar-

ies of the fi fth-wheel. The Refl ection 

by Grand Design strikes a balance 

between length and livability and the 

result is a relatively lightweight fi fth-

wheel that looks and lives like a much 

bigger trailer. The Refl ection 303RLS 

is just shy of 33 feet and features just 

about all the elements of a similar plan 

in the company’s line-up that extends 

beyond 36 feet. What’s missing? A slide 

for the bed, a front wardrobe and a 

cabinet for a washer/dryer.

For those looking for a fi fth-wheel 

that’s easy to tow and maneuverable 

enough to venture into public camp-

grounds without trepidation, the Re-

fl ection 303RLS is brilliant. It’s classy 

enough to sit proudly in any RV resort, 

but the décor has just enough of a 

mountain cabin feel to give occupants 

a sensation of really getting away from 

it all. The successful implementation 

of this popular fl oorplan into more 

compact surroundings is not surpris-

ing when considering who’s running 

the company, an enterprise that’s only 

in its second year. The principles have 

RV pedigrees that go back many years, 

including the most recent stints as 

CEO and executives of Thor Industries, 

one of the most successful companies 

in the RV business. These guys have 

channeled years of knowledge into a 

new company that concentrates on the 

customer experience and prides them-

selves on the ability to get things done 

effi ciently. The result is clearly a fi fth-

wheel that offers exceptional features 

and livability at value pricing.

The details tell the story. There are 

only two options available: a freestand-

ing table and chairs, and dual-pane 

windows, both of which are important 

for this fi fth-wheel to reach its full liv-

ability potential. And there is only one 

interior décor choice, so that part of the 

decision-making process is not nego-

tiable. If you’re not into brown, you’ll 

need to move on.

Actually, I’m not normally that en-

amored by browns, but the décor in this 

trailer works well enough to change my 

mind. Mocha-color leather furniture 

contrasts nicely against the Beaufl or 

simulated plank fl ooring and hand-

rubbed cabinet doors and solid wood 

drawer fronts. Oversize windows in the 

living and dining area suck in the out-

side scenery to brighten up the interior 

and add necessary color, but for some, 

the overall interior may be on the dark 

side, depending on where the sun is in 

relation to the parking spot. Neverthe-

less, multiple incandescent and LED 

lighting fi xtures offset any darkness 

with aplomb.

The entire back section of this fi fth-

wheel is the real selling point. Perma-

nent placement of an island counter 

with dual stainless-steel sinks and 

high-rise brushed nickel faucet enhance 

the overall appearance dramatically. 

The cook has a tremendous amount of 

counter space to spread out and is sur-

rounded by gobs of storage compart-

ments and drawers. Built into this space 

are an 8-cubic-foot helium refrigerator, 

three-burner stove with large oven and 

a microwave that’s probably too small 

for most peoples’ tastes. The galley 

works well because everything is in 

reach and the cook can easily prepare 

complicated meals. The front section 

of the L-shaped kitchen is fi tted with a 

handsome hutch arrangement with a 

large counter and symmetrically placed 
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cabinetry above; below are more drawers 

and cabinets. A great amount of food 

and supplies can be stored in the hutch 

area alone. Provisions for pots and pans 

are provided by the large drawer below 

the range, and more stuff can be held by 

the other two cabinets and drawer in the 

area. The counter next to the stove can 

hold small items while cooking.

But wait — there’s more! Adjacent 

to the range is a full size door that 

leads to a gigantic pantry with multiple 

shelves. The pantry occupies the entire 

height of the slideout and will encour-

age owners to take advantage of big-

box store sales to fi ll it up. Oh yeah, I 

almost forgot to mention the large stor-

age space under the island sink. This 

is a perfect place for bulky items and a 

kitchen-type trash container.

“Comfort” is the operative word for 

the rear living room. The seating ar-

rangement in relation to the entertain-

ment center is as near to perfection as 

possible. Twin recliners in a love-seat 

sofa confi guration are in clear eyeshot 

of the entertainment center housed in 

the tail section of the streetside slide-

out. Since the recliners are mounted 

in the opposing slide, the fl oor space is 

wide open and ready for a nice throw 

rug and/or small coffee table. The Ul-

traleather upholstered recliners are the 

most comfortable seating we’ve ever 

experienced in an RV. They have a wall-

hugging design and convert to a nearly 

fl at surface with footrests that actually 

hold up the weight of your legs. There’s 

no need to drag the recliners away from 

the wall to fold them out and once they 

are in their prone position, users will 

sink into deep comfort. Don’t expect to 

watch too much TV while in the reclin-

ers, especially if the fi replace is on. The 

two components in the entertainment 

center are mesmerizing, which makes it 

almost impossible to stay awake in such 

a relaxed state. The matching couch 

across the rear wall converts into a bed 

for two, but the mechanism keeps the 

backs a little too straight for our tastes. 

Still it’s more comfortable than most 

couches we’ve used in RVs.

A good number of cabinets above 

the couches and surrounding the TV 

and fi replace offer sanctuary for lots 

of supplies. The simulated fl ame in the 

fi replace is augmented by a fan system 

that blows out warm air that’s equal to 

a small cube heater. Controls adjust fan 

speed and a timer can be set to turn the 

heat function off automatically. We used 

the fi replace to warm up the trailer 

on chilly mornings when the outside 

temperature dropped to the mid 40s 

and it was enough to keep from running 

the forced air furnace. Good insulation 

throughout and the Arctic Four Seasons 

package helped stabilize the interior 

comfort level.

The last element in the back half of 

the trailer is the freestanding dinette, 

which is positioned next to the reclin-

ers and adjacent to a picture window. 

The table is bolted to 

(Below left) Pass-through storage compartment is large and fi nished off for good looks; doors 
have slam-latch hardware and a magnet to hold open. (Below center) Well-thought-out bed-
room has full queen-size bed and versatile headboard/nightstand arrangement. (Below right) 
Bathroom can be accessed from the hallway or bedroom. Radius door shower is roomy and 
complemented by porcelain toilet and lavatory.

Island counter with double stainless-steel sinks gives the cook plenty of room to spread out. 
Rear living area features super-comfortable recliners in curbside slideout with perfect
visibility to opposing entertainment center and fi replace.

(continued on page 51)
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S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

GRAND DESIGN 
REFLECTION 303RLS
Exterior Length 32’ 11”

Exterior Width 8’

Exterior Height 11’ 11”

Interior Width 7’ 6”

Interior Height 8’ 2”; 6’ 7” bedroom

Construction Aluminum framed 
laminated walls and fl oor, wood-

framed roof with 5-inch truss rafters 
on 16-inch centers, -inch decking and 
one-piece EPDM rubber. Tan gel-coated 

fi berglass exterior.

Freshwater Cap. 60 gal.

Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 43/75 gal.

LP-gas Cap. 14 gal.

Water Heater Cap. 6 gal.

Refrigerator 8 cu. ft.

Furnace 35,000 Btu

Air Conditioner 15,000 Btu

Converter 55 amp

Battery Dealer installed

Tires ST225/75R15

Suspension Leaf spring with Equa-
Flex enhancement, E-Z Lube axles, 

Correct Track axle alignment system.

Weight (freshwater, water heater,  
LP-gas full; no cargo) 9,760 lbs.

Hitch Weight 1,680 lbs.

Axle Weight (2) 8,080 lbs.

GVWR 11,995 lbs.

GAWR 5,080 lbs.

Cargo Carrying Cap. 2,235 lbs.

Base MSRP  $48,210

As-Tested MSRP $48,795, plus freight

Basic Warranty One year

Grand Design RV
www.granddesignrv.com, 574-825-8000

Circle 130 on Reader Service Card

FORD F-350
4 X 4, SRW, CREW CAB
Fuel Economy Solo 19.4 mpg
Towing 12.5 mpg

0-60 mph, towing 19.7 sec.

40-60 mph, towing 11.7 sec.

Engine 6.7-L V-8 diesel

Horsepower 400 @ 2,800 rpm

Torque 800 lb.-ft. @ 1,600 rpm

Transmission 6-speed automatic

Axle Ratio  3.55:1

Fuel Cap. 37.5 gal.

Tires LT275/65R20 

Suspension Front  Independent twin 
 I-beam with coil springs
Rear  Solid axle with leaf springs

Brakes  Disc

Tow Rating 14,000 lbs. conventional; 
 15,900 lbs. fi fth-wheel

GVWR 11,500 lbs.

GCWR 23,500 lbs.

Weight as Tested 8,240 lbs.

Length 20’ 7”

Wheelbase 156”

MSRP, base $53,665

MSRP, as tested $65,225

Basic Warranty 3-year/36,000-mile 
bumper to bumper; 

5-year/60,000-mile powertrain

Thank you to Flying Flags RV Resort & 
Campground in Buellton, California, 
for its hospitality during our review

the fl oor and there’s enough space to 

handle four place settings; a drawer that slides out of the end 

of the table is a nice touch. Under the chair cushions is space 

for knickknacks and overall the chairs are pretty comfortable 

to sit on. Carpeting on the slideout fl oor conceals a slight lip, 

which keeps the outer chairs from level footing when spaced 

out for four diners.

Steps up to the front half of the fi fth-wheel start at the 

entry door and lead to a hallway that accesses the bathroom 

and bedroom. Controls for the slideouts, some lights, gas/

electric water heater and the monitor panel are housed 

behind a cabinet door in the step area; a night light for the 

steps is another welcome touch.

A door in the hallway leads to the roomy bathroom. The 

rounded shower with radius shower doors and large skylight 

is the focal point inside the bathroom. There’s plenty of roof 

for large-frame users and places for soap and shampoo. Ad-

jacent is the porcelain toilet and across from the throne is a 

right size lavatory with acrylic sink. A large cabinet below the 

sink and a wood m edicine cabinet provide places for all the 

bathroom essentials. Towels can be stored in the cabinet that 

moves out with the front wardrobe slideout, located mostly

(continued from page 48)
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 in the bedroom.

The bedroom could be a deal 

breaker for those who want more room 

to walk around and pack too many 

clothes. For our needs there was plenty 

of space in both categories, but the 

same plan can be had in the longer 

model 337RLS, which pushes the bed 

out in a slide and offers the front ward-

robe with washer/dryer space. Those 

who prefer the shorter rig will appreci-

ate the effi ciency of the bedroom. A full 

queen is perched on a raised platform 

that fl ips up to expose a large storage 

compartment. Walk space may be lim-

ited on the curbside of the bed for some, 

but there’s still enough room to move 

about and place sheets and blankets.

Space utilization in the bedroom is 

excellent and the designers left nothing 

to chance. There’s plenty of room in the 

overhead cabinets, nightstands on both 

sides of the bed are big enough for a 

water glass and book, a shelf above the 

padded headboard is perfect for small 

items, light fi xtures are positioned on 

both sides of the bed, two adjustable 

lights are placed for easy reading and 

there are 120-volt AC receptacles on 

both sides for charging electronic 

devices. Clearly the designers were 

thinking like owners.

Hang-up clothing can be stored in 

the double closet in the slideout, next 

to the shelf and drawers. Obviously, 

when the wardrobe closet is extended, 

the bedroom is much more spacious. 

It also exposes the second entry to the 

bathroom, via a sliding door, which 

transforms the area into a mini master 

suite. There’s only one window in the 

bedroom so cross ventilation can be 

achieved by opening the roof vent; an 

owner-added Fan-Tastic vent will im-

prove airfl ow. The upside is a room that 

remains very private and dark at night.

The factory provides a TV location 

with backing support for those who like 

to watch in bed. A swing-out bracket 

will be required, which may restrict the 

passageway for the person getting out 

of bed on that side. Creative owners 

may be able to modify the location to 

suit their individual needs.

Space allocation for the living areas 

is well balanced and surprisingly effec-

tive for the given exterior dimensions. 

Fit and fi nish are good, solid surface 

countertops are attractive and the fi x-

tures and hardware complement the 

décor nicely. Support systems are ro-

bust, including the 35,000 Btu furnace, 

15,000 Btu air conditioner and gener-

ous-capacity water and holding tanks.

Construction focuses on four-

season livability by featuring healthy 

doses of insulation within the aluminum 

framed, laminated walls/fl oor and the 

wood framed roof. The front and rear 

caps are double insulated and radiant 

foil is used below the holding tanks 

and wrapped on the frame; the holding 

tanks are heated via ducting from the 

furnace, as are the dump valves. Five-

inch truss rafters on 16-inch centers 

are used below -inch decking, mak-

ing the roof sturdy enough for walking 

upon. Thermofoil and fi berglass insula-

tion are used in the roof structure and 

the top is covered in tan-colored EPDM. 

A rear-mounted ladder is standard 

equipment.

Tan gel-coated fi berglass graces 

the exterior, which is a nice departure 

from white. Graphics are used sparingly 

and when combined with the 80 percent 

tinted windows, give the exterior a very 

classy appearance. Compartment doors 

on both sides of the pass-through stor-

age area use slam-latch hardware and 

are held up by strategically placed mag-

nets instead of unsightly folding latches 

that eventually break. The streetside 

compartment door is a two-piece af-

Full-size pantry, fl anked by entertainment center on left and stove/oven on right, is large 
enough to hold copious amounts of groceries. Electric fi replace gives off about the same 
amount of warm air as a small cube heater and can be programmed to cycle off automatically.
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fair, where it’s necessary to unlock the 

front portion to open the adjacent door 

and access the docking station. Here 

you’ll fi nd all the hookups for water and 

sewer, the dump-valve handles, a wash 

station and cable/satellite connections 

all neatly arranged in logical order. A 

black tank fl ush system is also inte-

grated into the panel. Additional storage 

space can be found in the front com-

partment via a typical door that swings 

up for access.

The chassis is fi tted with an Equa-

Flex suspension, E-Z Lube axle hubs 

and Correct Track alignment system. 

Electric stabilizers are used in the rear 

and the spare tire stores in an under 

chassis carrier, eliminating the neces-

sity to hang it on the rear bumper. The 

usual front landing jacks handle hitch-

ing duties, but the pins used to secure 

the inner feet are too cheesy and will 

likely be replaced by the owner in short 

order. I’d be remiss not to mention the 

entry steps, which are aluminum. They 

are lightweight and a pleasure to en-

gage and offer exceptional footing.

Overall, the Refl ection is chock full 

of features that will appeal to seasoned 

RVers and neophytes. All this is pack-

aged within the aforementioned 33 feet 

of space that weighs in at 9,760 pounds 

with full water and propane. And the 

trailer is only 11 feet, 11 inches tall, 

which allows it to sneak under standard 

12-foot roll-up doors used on many 

storage buildings.

While the overall weight makes it 

a contender for towing by a half-ton 

truck, hitch weight, depending on load-

ing, may require a higher gross vehicle 

weight rating. We were also impressed 

that all the company’s published 

weights were very close to our certifi ed 

weights, and the carrying capacity was 

actually understated.

For the test the Refl ection was 

towed by a 2013 Ford F-350 crew 

cab with a shortbed and single rear 

wheels. Obviously, this was overkill, 

since Ford’s F-250 with a gas or diesel 

engine will easily suffi ce. As expected, 

the Ford four-wheel-drive truck with 

the 6.7-liter V-8 diesel made short 

work out of towing this fi fth-wheel. 

Towing comfort and stability were out-

standing. It was easy to forget there 

was a fi fth-wheel out back.

The 2014 model, for the most part, 

is unchanged from 2013 and the Plati-

num edition test truck was dolled up 

with just about every option available; 

the $65,225 sticker refl ected all the 

bells and whistles. Optional equipment 

from the factory included electric mir-

rors that extend for proper visibility 

while towing, a built-in brake control 

and a fi fth-wheel hitch that’s mounted 

using concealed pins. It’s pretty much a 

drive it home from the dealer and hitch 

up the fi fth-wheel affair.

Getting to our destination towing 

the Refl ection with the Ford was about 

as pleasurable as possible; living in the 

Grand Design exceeded expectations. 

It’s a match with tremendous potential 

for enthusiasts looking for short and/or 

long-term journeys. q
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All-Weather Bunkhouse

With beefy construction and increased 
insulation, Creek Side trailers are built 
for the long haul. (Top) Smartly appointed 
galley features ample counterspace and 
an integrated knife block.

t the risk of painting with too 

broad a stroke, RVers can gen-

erally be classifi ed into two 

categories: those who enjoy warm-

weather respites at full-featured, 

meticulously manicured RV parks, and 

those who enjoy year-round adventure 

in any type of weather, wherever the 

road may take them — even if that 

means cutting through the backcoun-

try. La Grande, Oregon-based Out-

doors RV knows quite a bit about the 

latter group (though it still relishes the 

former), as the area’s diverse climate 

and off-the-beaten-path access has 

led the manufacturer to make a name 

for itself in terms of durable, truly four- 

season trailers. The latest offering, the 

Creek Side 27BHS, is a family friendly 

trailer built for the backroads. 

There are many RVs on the market 

that are billed as all-weather trailers. 

Unfortunately, that often means an 

upgrade in insulation here and there, 

with little or no attention paid to the 

road conditions these vehicles will 

likely face. Outdoors RV prides itself 

on the beefy construction of Creek 

Side trailers, beginning with a custom-

built chassis featuring heavy-duty 

shock absorbers. The trailer’s walls 

feature aircraft-grade aluminum tub-

ing to make a 2-inch-thick structure. 

Outside, an HD fi berglass front cap 

and diamond plate bumper wrap help 

protect the trailer when the going 

gets rough.

But the real star in the Creek Side 

— and all Outdoors trailers, for that 

matter — may well be the four-season 

construction. The roof has triple-

layered insulation wrapped with Astro-

foil. The underbelly is fully enclosed, 

heated front to back and insulated 

with Astrofoil, which also covers the 

slideout fl oor, with an additional wrap 

article by Kristopher Bunker
WALK-THROUGH: CREEK SIDE 27BHS

Outdoors RV’s new Creek Side fl oorplan offers
family amenities plus four-season comfort

around the holding tanks. The lug-

gage doors are 1-inch-thick thermal 

insulated to guard against freezing in 

extreme weather.

Now that we’ve established that 

Outdoors trailers are ready for the 

outdoors, what’s it like inside? The 

27BHS is a dual-entry trailer, with 

one door opening to the living area, 

and a second door opening to the rear 

bathroom. Stepping up into that entry, 

I immediately noticed an RV tub in 

the shower, which is a sure sign that 

the manufacturer has thought things 

out in terms of its audience (more on 

that later). The shower itself is roomy 

enough to get the job done, and the 

open space in the bathroom — in ad-

dition to the porcelain toilet — makes 

for a comfortable experience overall. 

Plus, the fact that the door opens into 

the bathroom means the little ones 

won’t track dirt throughout the trailer.

Those aforementioned little 

ones can truly live it up in style in 

the 27BHS, as two oversized bunks 

complete with ladder and a curtain 

for separation are a fun highlight of 

this trailer. It should be noted there is 

an exterior access door on the lower 

bunk, so parents will have to lay down 
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(Right) Master bedroom features attractive, functional nightstands 
on both sides of the comfortable bed. (Below right) Coupled with the 
rear bunkhouse, the tub in the bathroom is further proof that this 
fl oorplan has been designed for RVing families.

but I’ve come to the conclusion now that it’s not them, it’s 

me. The bed is fl anked by dual nightstands, which are always 

appreciated, while the room is cordoned off using curtains 

on both sides of the entertainment center. If you’re looking 

for total privacy, this confi guration is not for you. (But if you 

have children and/or grandchildren who would use the bunk 

area — and you’re looking for privacy at all — you may be a 

bit optimistic.)

Outdoors has outfi tted the Creek Side with a variety of 

surprising niceties, including a roof-mounted solar panel, an 

extra-large furnace, hookups for an exterior grill and dozens 

more amenities. From little things like a wall-mounted hair 

dryer and a rechargeable fl ashlight, to larger, more sub-

stantial add-ons like a power A-frame jack and the insulated 

skylight in the living room, it’s clear that the Creek Side 27BHS 

should be seriously considered when shopping for a fun, family 

friendly trailer that’s built for the long haul. q

the law so as to avoid any unauthorized late night exploring 

by curious kiddos.

Walking past the bunk area, you are immediately hit with 

a feeling of wide-open space, thanks to the vaulted radius 

ceiling and extremely open living area. The attractive fl ooring 

features a 40 percent thicker wear layer than standard and 

offers a three-year warranty, yet another nod to the durability 

of the trailer. Curbside is the sizable galley, with a decent 

amount of counterspace plus a fl ip-up extension to expand 

the work area. Appointments include the usual three-burner 

stove/range, microwave, plus the not-so-usual extra-large 

fridge, which Outdoors claims can hold up to 20 percent 

more food than a standard model. A dual-basin sink with 

an upgraded faucet is a nice touch, both aesthetically and in 

terms of practicality. The solid-surface countertops look ab-

solutely great, and a clever wallpaper backsplash fooled me 

at fi rst into thinking it was hand-laid tile. Behind the cooktop 

on the counter is an integrated knife rack, something I ques-

tioned at fi rst but soon appreciated immensely.

Across from the galley is the living area, which features 

seating for seven to 10 people (depending on the number of 

little ones) thanks to a large U-shape dinette and comfy tri-

fold sleeper sofa. Electronic entertainment is offered via a 

32-inch swivel 12-volt DC LED TV ($1,192) and the standard 

DVD/CD/MP3 stereo (which features premium interior/exte-

rior speakers).

The second entry opens in front, with a profi le view of the 

pillared entertainment center; not exactly a wow-factor 

entrance, but it does the trick.

When the sun goes down, Mom and Dad can hit the hay 

in the front master bedroom, which features a comfortable 

pillowtop mattress, for a good night’s sleep. As I have with 

many other trailers of this type of fl oorplan, I had trouble 

with my feet up against the pillared entertainment center, 

Outdoors RV Manufacturing, 541-624-5500, www.outdoorsrvmfg.com 
Circle 131 on Reader Service Card.

Exterior Length 32’ 7”

Exterior Width 8’ 0”

Interior Height 6’ 10”

Exterior Height (w/AC) 10’ 11”

Freshwater Cap. 80 gals.

Black-/Gray-water Cap. 40 gals./40 gals.

LP-gas Cap. 14 gals.

Weight (Dry) 6,935 lbs.

Hitch Weight 660 lbs.

GVWR 8,800 lbs.

MSRP, base $36,838

QUICK INFO
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TABLETS
FOR TRAVEL

article by E. Don Smith

T
wenty-five years ago, you 

could earn your geek badge 

by simply owning a desktop 

computer. A few years after 

that, it took a laptop computer to be a 

certified computer junkie. Then came 

the smartphone with Internet and 

Wi-Fi capability that allowed you to 

take some mobile computing ability 

with you on the road. While this is a 

huge advantage in that you can search 

the Internet and use a wide variety 

of “apps,” the small screen makes 

using a smartphone as your primary 

Internet connection tool very hard to 

do, especially with eyesight that starts 

to decline past the age of 40.

TABLETS — THE LATEST THING
The latest device, known as a tablet, 

offers all the mobile connectivity of 

a smartphone with a size that’s in 

between a laptop and a phone. Just 

as with most smartphones, there is 

not a separate keyboard; instead, the 

keys are part of the touch screen. 

Though typing on a touch screen can 

take a bit of practice, it is the lack of a 

separate keyboard that allows a tablet 

to be so small and portable. The tablet 

is much more compact and easier to 

carry than a typical laptop and the use 

of apps makes it a tool worthy of any 

road warrior. As a die-hard computer 

geek dating back to the early 1980s, I 

usually travel with a laptop for serious 

computing and writing as well as a 

tablet and a smartphone for more 

mobile use. When I can only take two, 

I usually default to the smartphone 

and a tablet.

With the versatility of a smartphone and 
the power of a laptop, tablets and apps can 
open up a whole new world of traveling
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If you don’t already own a tablet, 

consider the advantages of using one on 

the road. Imagine being able to fi nd the 

best restaurants on the road, buy the 

cheapest fuel or stay at the best camp-

grounds. Having a tablet can enhance 

your RV experiences and open up a 

world of travel options. 

ANDROID OR APPLE?
As with smartphones, there are 

numerous manufacturers of tablets, 

but I made the migration to an all-Apple 

arsenal and my tablet of choice is 

now an Apple iPad. My wife’s choice is 

the iPad mini, which is just a slightly 

smaller version of the iPad. I chose the 

iPad because of the ease of connectivity 

with my other Apple devices (an iPhone 

5, MacBook and iMac). This, in com-

bination with the huge library of apps 

available in the Mac App Store, is reason 

enough for me — but if you want to use 

something else, there are numerous 

Android-based touch-screen tablets 

on the market, such as the Samsung 

Galaxy, Amazon Kindle Fire, Google 

Nexus, Sony Xperia and many others. 

If I told you there were 1 million apps 

available for the iPad/iPhone I would 

only be slightly exaggerating, as the 

current total is more than 900,000 for 

the trio of mobile devices offered

by Apple.

Once you decide that a tablet is 

going to be a tool you use, just make 

sure the one you purchase meets 

your needs. In the long run, it serves 

no purpose to save money and buy a 

low-cost tablet that will not allow you 

to do the things you want to do. This 

means having access to a large library 

of apps, which is at least half of the 

reason that a tablet can be such an 

important tool on the road.

When picking a tablet, make 

sure you understand the difference 

between one that is able to get online 

only though a Wi-Fi connection versus 

one that can use Wi-Fi and a phone 

connection to stay connected. Of course, 

a tablet with a data plan will result in an 

added expense from your mobile phone 

carrier, so choose wisely. If you are 

usually in an area with a Wi-Fi network, 

you can save some money on the device 

and access plan, but then you’ll be 

limited to Wi-Fi locations only and you 

won’t be able to use the tablet as a GPS.

TRAVEL SERVICES
When traveling, you will likely need to 

access information about rest areas, 

fuel, RV parks, etc. For these normal 

Many types of mounts are available, like this one from www.rammount.com, which allows 
you to position the tablet in a cup holder to prevent drilling into your RV.  
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“on the road” travel-related services, a 

few of my favorite apps are GasBuddy 

(fuel prices near your current location) 

and Waze (community-based traffi c 

conditions and navigation). Virtually all 

of the national-based truck stops offer 

apps to help you fi nd their facilities, 

such as myPilot, Sinclair, TA, etc.

Another thing you may need along 

the road is the location of the nearest 

suitable campground, or Walmart for 

overnight or longer stays. Apps include 

Good Sam Camping, Passport America, 

KOA Finder, etc. Walmart has an app 

to help you fi rst locate the nearest 

location and then call to determine 

if overnight camping is allowed. RV 

Parks is a free app for locating nearby 

campgrounds. State Lines is another 

useful app. It provides information on 

each state, such as sales tax, radar 

detector laws, towing laws, cellphone 

and texting laws, etc. RV Dump Stations 

is another popular app that can be of 

major importance when boondocking or 

making long trips across the country.

ATTRACTIONS
When looking for nearby attractions, 

Roadside America is a good way to fi nd 

things to see or do in the immediate 

area. Another great app that I use 

multiple times every day on the road is 

Yelp. Yelp is used by 100,000,000 people 

every month and is a great way to not 

only fi nd businesses (most anything) in 

areas you are not familiar with, but you 

can see ratings of businesses by people 

just like yourself. In particular, it is great 

for fi nding restaurants, but don’t think it 

is limited to food. Think of it as a phone 

book with ratings and in some cases the 

ability to make reservations. It is one of 

my Top 5 apps.

Another really handy app that I 

use on my smartphone and tablet is 

Flashlight. It may be hard to always 

carry a fl ashlight around, but in a 

restaurant when you can’t read the 

menu this one can be really important.

WEATHER
Weather is important to anyone 

traveling or living in an RV and there 

is no shortage of weather apps. I use 

Weather Bug, but many others, such 

as The Weather Channel, are also very 

popular. 

NEWS
All major news networks have their own 

apps for up-to-date info such as CNN, 

Fox News, ESPN. If you have satellite 

TV, both DirecTV and DISH have apps 

that allow you to set your DVR, check 

the schedule and, in some cases, access 

programming for mobile viewing. 

ENTERTAINMENT
If you are an Amazon Prime member, 

there is a huge library of free content 

available in the Amazon instant video 

APPS, APPS AND MORE APPS
Once your touch-screen tablet is up and running, you can start loading apps. I’ve been using a tablet since the fi rst iPad was 

released in 2010, and since then have collected a list of apps that I consider necessary for travel. Of course, every person’s 

needs are different, but hopefully my favorite apps will help you get familiar with the type of apps that are available. 

If you are a full-timer who lives in one or two areas of the country, you may not need info on all the rest stops along a 

particular interstate, or the closest Walgreens to refi ll your prescription, but you may want to check the value of your IRA 

online, or want to Skype in audio and video with your family back home. If you are a serious computer user you will probably 

end up with dozens or maybe even hundreds of apps to take on the road with you.

TABLETS
FOR TRAVEL

Most tablets allow you to get access to magazines and books via online subscriptions
or downloads. That frees you from having to carry books around while traveling.
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app that you can watch from any 

location on your tablet as long as you 

have Wi-Fi or a data plan that allows 

unlimited usage. Searching for movies 

and theater locations is a lot easier if 

you use Fandango to fi nd all the info you 

need including reviews and show times. 

Reading no longer means you have 

to carry bulky books or magazines 

around or wait on magazine subscrip-

tions to arrive by mail. Many magazines 

such as Trailer Life can be downloaded 

right to your iPad, as can many books 

from the iTunes store. Another great 

source of content is podcasts, which are 

audio, or audio/video programs that you 

can download for free on just about any 

topic and then listen to at your leisure. 

Think of them as talk-radio programs 

that you can download and choose when 

and where you enjoy them.

SiriusXM radio, another great source 

of material, is one that you can enjoy 

if you have an account through its app. 

It allows access to all your channels 

on the road. Pandora is another great 

source that allows you to set-up per-

sonalized music channels and then 

randomly stream similar music to your 

tablet for your private listening. 

FINANCE
Most all large banks and credit unions 

offer apps so you can check your account 

balances, transfer money from checking 

to savings or even snap a photo of a 

check and deposit it right into your 

account without ever going to a branch.

For keeping track of stocks, 

IRA/401k balances, I prefer Daily 

Finance, which is an app that you can 

use on a tablet as well as a regular 

computer. Once you set-up your stocks, 

you can continually check values, 

see charts on prices and get market 

news throughout the day. Most online 

brokerage fi rms also have apps, which 

allow you to make trades right from 

your smartphone/tablet. Of course, the 

Wall Street Journal also has an app 

as do all major newspapers and TV 

affi liates to stay up-to-date on local and 

national fi nancial news. There is even 

an app called ATM Finder to help you 

locate the nearest ATM. 

SHOPPING
An app I fi nd useful when shopping 

is QR Reader. It allows you to scan a 

product barcode and check pricing 

online as well as get more product info, 

when available, through the use of QR 

codes, which are sometimes available in 

stores or on various products. Another 

neat feature is the ability to scan a 

receipt or other document and save it 

as a PDF fi le. This can be very handy for 

saving receipts, etc.

One thing that really annoys me 

is carrying all those reward cards 

for various stores and frequent user 

programs. Key Ring is an app that 

allows you to leave those at home. Once 

you set up a free account and enter all 

your reward card numbers by scanning 

them with your tablet or smartphone, 

you can leave the cards behind and 

simply access the info needed on the 

card via the tablet. Many retailers offer 

discounts specifi c to Key Ring users.

Drugstores, such as Walgreens 

and CVS, as well as most other large 

pharmacies, offer apps to help you refi ll 

prescriptions, fi nd locations, etc.

SOCIAL MEDIA
For personal and home security reasons, 

I try to avoid advertising to my friends on 

various social networking sites that I am 

out of town. However, any review of apps 

would be incomplete without mentioning 

apps like Facebook, Vine, Twitter and 

Instagram. Even if you do not want to 

post updates or photos of your travels, 
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they are great for keeping up with 

everyone else in your inner circle.

If you are an Internet junkie, there 

are several apps that make keeping 

track of your favorite forums and log-on 

info a lot easier. Two popular apps are 

Forum Runners and Tapatalk. Sign into 

a forum once and they keep all your 

info and make getting back there and 

logging on a lot easier.

SHOOT, STORE AND SHARE
If you fi nd yourself wishing you had 

more space for documents, photos, 

spreadsheets, etc., on your phone, one 

app that can help you is Dropbox. Using 

a free Dropbox account you can save 

fi les from one device (home, tablet, 

smartphone) and have access to it on 

another connected device. You can 

also use it to share large documents 

or photos that you don’t want to take 

the time to upload multiple times. This 

allows you to share large groups of 

photos or other fi les with friends.

Speaking of photos, don’t forget that 

an iPad is also a pretty good camera. 

By combining the built-in 5-megapixel 

camera with one or more of the better 

photo apps such as Camera+ or Pro 

HDR, you can take photos including 

HDR (high dynamic range) that look 

like they came from a high-end digital 

SLR camera and not have to carry one 

around with you.

MORE TO EXPLORE
Though it may seem that we have 

covered a large amount of apps, we 

have only scratched the surface. There 

are so many more, and once you start 

using a few, you will likely fi nd others 

that suit you and your lifestyle. If you 

decide that a tablet is in your future, you 

will have to decide between standard-

size devices such as the iPad or the 

smaller units like the iPad Mini. Of 

course, the larger unit is easier to see 

with the larger screen, but the portabil-

ity of the Mini means it can be carried 

almost as easily as a smartphone. 

For those who are not computer 

gurus, don’t let this scare you off — 

tablets are very easy to use and very 

hard to damage, and unlike a traditional 

computer, it’s diffi cult to accidentally 

erase important data. Most retailers 

offer free classes for new tablet buyers 

and once you get up and running, you 

will wonder why you waited. 

Taking your tablet does not have to 

mean swallowing a large pill — though 

there is an app called RxmindMe from 

Walgreens to help you keep track of your 

daily medicine and dosage if you need 

help keeping that organized, too. q

TABLETS
FOR TRAVEL
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WHEN WORK 

AND CAMPING 

COMBINE
by Arline Chandler

In 1987, Greg and Debbie Robus 

founded Workamper News, a 

publication that later expanded 

into numerous services, including a 

job hotline, a résumé service and a 

bookstore to serve RVers who want a 

ticket to travel. Notice, I didn’t say a 

“free” ticket, but a means to pay one’s 

way on the road. That’s exactly what my 

photographer husband, Lee Smith, and 

I did to spend six weeks in the midst of 

Maine’s spectacular autumn.

When I read an ad on the 

Workamper News hotline from Coastal 

Kayaking Tours and Acadia Bike in 

Bar Harbor, I mentioned to Lee that 

New England was a place I’d like to 

spend the fall. But the ad appeared 

in mid-August, and we had commit-

ments through mid-September. Lee 

pointed out the mantra that I’ve said 

over and over in my presentations 

about Workamping: “It never hurts to 

ask!” Upon inquiry, I discovered the 

company’s season runs to the end 

of October. Cruise ships dock in the 

harbor and customers come ashore to 

rent bicycles and kayaks. We were hired 

over the phone to begin work in the 

middle of September.

For six weeks, we stayed at 

Smuggler’s Den (open Memorial Day 

weekend through the end of October), 

a wooded campground in Southwest 

Harbor, a village on Mount Desert 

For RVers, workamping is a ticket to travel
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(Left) The author’s husband, Lee Smith, 
installs doorknobs on the set of Opera in 
the Ozarks’ production of “The Marriage 
of Figaro.” (Above) Author Arline Chandler 
works a pre-Christmas season at Amazon.
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The jobs Workampers 
seek are equally different 
and fi t a wide range of 
requirements, lengths
of employment and 
compensation

Island only 30 minutes from downtown 

Bar Harbor. Two other Workamping 

couples from Coastal Kayaking were 

our neighbors. The fi rst day I reported 

for work, Billy Nettles, attired in a 

formal morning coat with tails and a top 

hat, greeted me in a pronounced South 

Carolina accent. I felt right at home.

Billy and his wife, Molly, who was 

garbed in a long dress and white apron, 

guided Victorian walking tours around 

Bar Harbor. In between their scheduled 

tours, they worked the customer service 

desk for Coastal Kayaking and Acadia 

Bike. The two immediately began 

training me on answering phones, 

renting bicycles and booking ocean 

kayak tours. Another co-Workamper 

whisked Lee away to the depot, an area 

about a mile from the downtown shop 

where kayaks, a bus and vans were 

stored. Lee started driving vans that 

pulled trailers of kayaks to launching 

points around the island.

From the start, we began absorbing 

the history of Bar Harbor, Frenchman 

Bay and the mountains of Acadia 

National Park that surround Bar Harbor 

on three sides. On our days off, we 

picked up a couple of mountain bikes — 

a bonus for our work contract — and set 

off to explore Acadia’s carriage roads. 

The roads, designated for hikers, bikers 

and horses only, make up a 45-mile 

system of well-engineered crushed-

stone roads fi nanced by John D. Rocke-

feller Jr., who donated them to the 

national park. We bicycled through deep 

forests and alongside natural lakes 

carved centuries ago by glaciers. At last, 

I could impart information to customers 

that I had actually experienced.

If we had gone to Bar Harbor earlier 

in the season, we could have hiked more 

trails, taken more boat excursions, 

eaten more lobster and pocketed more 

income. However, in the six weeks 

we lived and worked on Mount Desert 

Island, we experienced the beauty and 

wilderness of Acadia National Park, 

worked with great people, and watched 

maple leaves turn fl aming red and then 

drop to the forest fl oor. Workamping 

made this opportunity possible.

Workampers, a name the Robuses 

registered, come from all walks of 

life and with diverse talents. The jobs 

they seek are equally different and fi t 

a wide range of requirements, lengths 

of employment and compensation. Lee 

and I have met dozens of people hired 

for numerous jobs, some as mundane 

as cleaning restrooms in a campground, 

others as challenging as running away 

with the circus. In annual sessions 

of Workamper Rendezvous, an event 

On a day off, the author took in the view of one of the natural lakes in Acadia National Park.
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When Work and Camping Combine

hosted by Workamper News’ current owners, Steve and Kathy 

Jo Anderson, I present “Faces and Places of Workampers,” 

featuring RVers doing real jobs in actual places. The scope of 

opportunities for RVers who want to work or volunteer is vast 

and the places they stay are often in nature’s best environ-

ments. I tell my participants: “Workampers get to live and 

work on America’s prime property.”

Lee and I have chosen a few opportunities; some jobs pay, 

and others are volunteer positions that provide a campsite 

and hookups as compensation. One May, we volunteered 

to sell firewood at Cape Lookout State Park on the coast 

of Oregon. We parked a sand dune away from the beach; 

together, we worked 20 hours a week and spent the rest of 

our time exploring Oregon’s lighthouses.

Following our six-week assignment at Bar Harbor, we 

traveled to Kansas and spent another six weeks with a 

temporary workforce in a fulfillment center for the online 

retail giant, Amazon. Located in the southeast corner of 

Kansas, only 75 miles north of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Coffeyville is 

not necessarily an RVing destination. A friendly but economi-

cally strapped town of about 10,000, Coffeyville’s bottom line 

to Workampers was good wages for a short period of time.

Ten-hour shifts, day and night, ran for four or five con-

secutive days. With people sleeping and working in shifts, 

the typical potlucks and get-togethers around campfires 

happened less frequently. Amazon’s focus is on “working 

hard, having fun and making history as the Earth’s most 

customer-centric company.” We can personally attest to 

the working hard part. However, I count the experience of 

an assembly line job alongside approximately 400 other 

Workampers as one that stands out in my career.

Other Amazon facilities took note of the productivity 

of Workampers at the Coffeyville center. Since 2008, the 

company has recruited Workampers during the Christmas 

rush at additional locations in Campbellsville, Kentucky, and 

Fernley, Nevada.

At Amazon in Coffeyville, we met scores of fellow RVers 

and created a few lifelong friends, including our RV park 

neighbors, Richard and Reta Averill. At Amazon, Richard 

and Reta worked in the “picking” department, meaning they 

used hand-held computers to select merchandise from bins 

to place in plastic totes and send down the assembly line 

to our stations in shipping. While Lee and I chose to work 

that following summer for Opera in the Ozarks, a nonprofit 

training camp for aspiring opera artists, Richard and Reta 

took jobs at a campground in Branson, Missouri. 

We served as support staff for the opera camp; Lee did 

jack-of-all-trades maintenance and occasional set building. 

I cleaned restrooms in the girls’ dormitory and helped at 

lunch and dinner in the kitchen. We parked our RV on Opera 

in the Ozarks’ campus a few miles from Eureka Springs, 

Arkansas, ate all our meals in the dining hall and, as a bonus, 

received complementary seating to all four operas staged 

that summer.

Over at Compton Ridge near Branson, Reta took reser-

vations and checked-in guests, clerked in the campground 

store and filled orders for pizzas. Richard did maintenance at 

the campground and escorted RVers to their sites. They, like 

us, lived on their workplace property. While Lee and I pick 

and choose our Workamping jobs, sometimes not working 

for a full year, Richard and Reta stay busy with wage-earning 

jobs and volunteer positions in state and national parks. For 

two winters they served as gate guards for companies in 

Texas, primarily opening and closing the gates for traffic onto 

properties on which gas or oil rigs operate. Those jobs are 

24/7, requiring one person to be on duty every hour of every 

day. While this work is confining, the pay is good and the jobs 

typically run for two or three months.

Workamping is a fitting option for numerous RVers with 

varying agendas. Some folks need a paycheck to stay on the 

road. Others merely want to be productive. Some add to their 

retirement income, possibly to afford a few luxuries. Most 

Workampers are couples, but the lifestyle works well for 

singles, too.

If Workamper News made a poster to encourage solo 

Workampers, Joy Ethridge’s face would be front and center. 

After the end of her 31-year marriage, she began eight years 

of Workamping jobs. New to RVing, she purchased her first 

travel trailer and started as a waitress in an almost deserted 

town outside Texas’ Big Bend National Park. Next, she drove 

to Iowa and ran games for Adventureland, a family oriented 

theme park. Joy has since worked at mall kiosks in Texas and 

Louisiana, handed out samples for See’s Candies, bussed 

tables for a concessionaire in Yellowstone National Park, 

staffed offices of KOA campgrounds from Niagara Falls to 

Bozeman, Montana, and worked two seasons at Amazon. 

Her summer job for 2013 was in the bookstore at Mount 

Rushmore National Monument in South Dakota.

Joy credited Workamping for allowing her to travel to 

different places and do things she would never have been 

able to otherwise. For Joy and thousands of other RVers in 

America, Workamping is indeed a ticket to travel. q

(Above left) Opera in the Ozarks’ Workampers gather for a photo. 
(Above right) Workamper Reta Averill prepares a pizza as part of her 
job at Compton Ridge Campground near Branson, Missouri.
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by Chris Hemer
PRODUCTS 
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

NeckLITE
Living in an RV often requires hands-free light, whether working 

outside the rig, or reaching into a dark wardrobe. The NeckLITE 

from Neutek USA helps solve numerous wide area task lighting 

needs in a new way. NeckLITE is a fully adjustable light that can be worn at any 

angle around your neck at chest height, or simply remove its magnetic safety 

lanyard and it quickly converts to an all-purpose self-standing micro task light. 

Two alkaline or rechargeable AA batteries power a constant regulated  “pure 

white” HD LED 150-degree wide light beam for 8-plus hours of use. NeckLITE 

measures 2  x 1 ” x  inches, and comes with a magnetic lanyard available 

in nine colors.

MSRP: $35  480-331-5334, www.lumitask.com  Circle 135 on Reader Service Card q

Goose Coupler
A fi fth-wheel system is the preferred 

way to tow for many RVers, but no one 

can deny that the hitch is bulky, heavy, 

and takes up a lot of room in the 

truck bed. The new RV Goose Coupler 

(RVGC) from PopUp Towing Products 

allows you to easily tow your fi fth-

wheel trailer with a gooseneck ball. 

Simply unbolt the existing kingpin 

box from your fi fth-wheel and bolt 

the RVGC in its place. The system’s 

patented self-latching coupler makes 

for an easy hitch and unhitch, and 

with a GVWR of 24,000 pounds (6,500 

maximum hitch weight), according 

to the company, it will handle just 

about any fi fth-wheel that has a 

strong enough frame for a gooseneck 

conversion. An adjustable version of 

the RVGC ($723) is available. 

MSRP: $595
800-837 8578, www.popuphitch.com
Circle 133 on Reader Service Card

Decked Out RV
If you’re looking for an alternative 

to that roll of green indoor/outdoor 

carpet for your patio activities, the RV 

Deck from Decked Out RV products 

could be it. The RV Deck is 93 inches 

wide and is available in lengths of 8, 

10 and 12 feet. The low-profi le design 

(  inch) ensures portability and ease 

of assembly without compromising 

the quality of the deck, according to 

the company. The RV Deck comes in 

four, fi ve or six lightweight panels 

with hand grips for ease of assembly, 

and includes a transport case. Made 

from marine-grade composite or 

wood surface materials and set in 

an anodized aluminum base, the 

RV Deck sets up in in minutes and 

is available in a variety of colors/

fi nishes. 

MSRP: $1,990 (8-foot deck)
204-505-2882, www.thervdeck.com
Circle 134 on Reader Service Card

CTEK Test and Charge
The CTEK MUS 4.3 Test and Charge is 

a unique battery charger designed to 

provide consumers with a complete 

picture of the health of the vehicle’s 

charging system. The CTEK MUS 

4.3 Test and Charge combines an 

advanced micro-processor controlled 

battery charger with a battery and 

alternator test function for complete 

battery testing, charging and main-

tenance. The charger solves a broad 

range of battery problems, according 

to the company, and features include 

a patented automatic desulphation 

program and a special reconditioning 

function that will revive and restore 

deeply dis charged and stratifi ed 

batteries. The MUS 4.3 Test and 

Charge works on batteries up to 

110Ah. 

MSRP: $119.99
330-963-0981, www.smartercharger.com
Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT
★ ★★ ★ ★★

★ ★★ ★ ★★
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PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Ken Freund

TowPro by Ridetech
Pickups are the vehicle of choice for people who tow large, heavy trailers — and 

by necessity for fi fth-wheel trailer and slide-in camper owners. These vehicles 

are subject to wide differences in weight when operating empty, towing or 

hauling. They can operate with no cargo or hitch weight at all, then moments 

later, have thousands of additional pounds positioned mainly over the rear axle.

Unfortunately, conventional leaf- 

and coil-spring suspensions must 

be designed for one maximum load 

condition. As a compromise, their 

designers often try to make them as 

soft as possible for a decent ride in 

typical use, which means when they 

are fully loaded, they tend to sag in 

the rear. This is particularly true 

with so-called half-ton models, and 

often leads to squirrely handling and 

headlights aimed too high if the truck 

is overloaded. Sometimes driveline 

angularity problems also occur, 

which can cause vibration and U-joint 

failures.

Ideally, the rear springs of a pickup 

should be adjustable between soft for 

no cargo, and stiffer for maximum 

weight. Ridetech’s TowPro helps solve 

this dilemma and works automatically 

to restore ride height and improve 

stability.

The new TowPro air-spring kits 

are installed between a truck’s leaf 

springs and frame, supplying extra 

load support and leveling when 

needed. The system includes an 

automatic leveling valve, so when a 

load is applied, the vehicle-height 

sensor allows the included onboard 

compressor to automatically fi ll the air 

springs to maintain proper ride height. 

This allows for a level and comfortable 

ride when towing trailers and hauling 

heavy campers, without the need for 

the driver to get out and add air or 

fi ddle with height controls.

When the weight is removed, 

the SmartSensor control system 

automatically releases air from the 

springs and returns the truck to level 

again. With an integrated ECU and 

SmartSensor, infl ation pressures are 

adjusted on the go. The control panel 

also includes a manual infl ate and 

defl ate switch, plus a power button to 

turn the system on and off.

Premium Fox shock absorbers, 

which are designed to improve ride 

quality for tow vehicles, are also 

included in most TowPro packages. 

These shocks have custom valving 

designed for maximum ride comfort 

for loaded or empty conditions.

TowPro kits are specifi cally 

designed for each vehicle application, 

and most kits use existing mounting 

points, so no drilling is required. A 

sealed wiring harness saves instal-

lation time and improves reliability, 

while an integrated compressor/

control module further eases instal-

lation.

Custom-fi t kits are available for 

most popular gasoline and diesel 

pickups versions,  2WD and 4x4, 1988-

present. RideTech uses Firestone 

air springs and all kits come with a 

1,000,001-mile warranty.

For more information contact 

Ridetech, 812-482-2932, www.ride 

tech.com.

aFe Power DPF-Back Exhaust 
Systems 
Advanced Flow Engineering, Inc. (aFe) 

has introduced high-performance 

MACH Force XP & ATLAS Diesel Par-

ticulate Filter (DPF)-Back exhaust 

systems for 2011-13 GM Duramax 

6.6-liter turbodiesel pickup applica-

tions. This system is constructed from 

5-inch diameter mandrel-bent, 409 

stainless-steel tubing. The kits include 

high quality band clamps for complete 

360-degree sealing, plus OE-style 

bayonet hangers are used to maintain 

a stable pipe location during high 

vibration and high heat conditions. All 

factory mounting locations are utilized 

TowPro’s air springs with 
SmartSensor level control can 
maintain vehicle height auto-
matically, yet the driver can 
override settings manually.
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to provide a quick, hassle-free instal-

lation, according to the company. Also 

included in this exhaust system is a 

massive 7-inch wrinkle-black, pow-

der-coated 304 stainless-steel tip with 

a laser-cut stainless steel aFe power 

badge. For more information contact 

aFe Power, 951-493-7100, www.afe 

power.com.

Bi-fuel Trucks Coming!
Clean-burning compressed natural 

gas (CNG) provides an average 80 

percent reduction in ozone-forming 

emissions, compared to gasoline. 

CNG’s low price now makes it an 

attractive alternative fuel for drivers 

near CNG filling stations, with fuel 

costing about half of gasoline. Also, 

nearly all natural gas used in the 

U.S. is from domestic or other North 

American sources. 

The new Ram 2500 bi-fuel CNG 

pickup is claimed to be the only 

factory-built CNG-powered pickup. 

It’s now available for retail sale, with 

a 5.7-liter HEMI V-8 engine that runs 

on CNG or gasoline. According to the 

manufacturer, the truck can go 255 

miles on CNG on a single fill-up and a 

total of 745 miles when equipped with 

an available 35-gallon reserve gas 

tank. When the CNG runs out, it auto-

matically switches over to gasoline.

GM will also offer bi-fuel versions 

of its upcoming 2015 Chevrolet 

Silverado and GMC Sierra HD pickups. 

The trucks will be available in 2500HD 

and 3500HD models in all cab styles 

and 2WD or 4WD. Separate fuel 

tanks enable the driver to switch 

between fuels at the push of a button; 

otherwise, the system automatically 

switches to gasoline when the CNG 

tank is depleted. 

Using both fuels, the trucks have 

an approximate total driving range 

of 650 miles. GM states the CNG-

equipped 2015 HD trucks will also 

have a conventional tow rating of up to 

13,000 pounds. The CNG fuel systems 

are installed by one of GM’s suppliers 

and sold to customers through GMC 

and Chevrolet dealers. Production is 

slated for early 2014. q A
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It’s a matter of comfort

400LP

Your hot water lasts longer than  
your shower vocals. 

After a hard day of driving, fly-fishing, or even
lawn-chair sitting, nothing feels better than a

good hot shower. Especially when it’s hot from
the get go. With an Aqua-Hot Heating System,

every shower is perfect.

Get into your Comfort ZoneTM. Insist the 400LP
is in the equipment package on your fifth-wheel,

park model or gas-powered motorhome —
if you don’t need engine pre-heating. Then you’ll
always be “singing,” until you’re ready to step out

and say “Thank you! Thank you VERY much!”
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HANDS ON TIREMINDER  article and photos by Bob Livingston

C hecking tire pressure on a regular 

basis is critical to safe travels, but 

because of the inconvenience associ-

ated with using a tire gauge, many 

owners leave this important mainte-

nance procedure to chance. Tire pres-

sure monitoring systems (TPMS) take 

the guesswork out of tire infl ation and 

make it possible to keep tabs on air 

pressure while on the road — where 

failures are likely to happen.

Minder Research’s TireMinder is 

an advanced TPMS designed to keep 

drivers informed while behind the 

wheel, providing air pressure and tem-

perature values for each tire without 

the need for a tire gauge. Armed with 

this type of information, the driver is 

alerted to pressure losses and can pull 

over long before a tire goes completely 

fl at. And while it’s pretty obvious when 

a tow vehicle tire blows out, the driver 

may not know that a trailer tire is los-

ing air until it’s too late and collateral 

damage results in expensive repairs.

Audible and visual alerts are acti-

vated for multiple situations. The most 

common alert is for low pressure due 

to normal loss over time. Once the 

preset pressure drops to 15 percent 

below the set number, the system 

will issue an alert. The driver will see 

which tire is affected and the readout 

on the screen will show a reduction in 

pressure. It’s best to keep tires infl ated 

for the load rather than let pressure go 

down 15 percent before adding air, so 

the system allows the driver to check 

exact pressure for each tire by simply 

pushing the right or left button when 

the monitor is in the Stand By mode.

If the tire loses three or more PSI 

in less than two minutes, the system 

signals an alert that a pending blowout 

is possible and the driver can pull over 

immediately and check the pressure 

with a tire gauge (air pressure loss or 

damage may not be visibly apparent). A 

different alert is sent when a tire loses 

six or more PSI in less than 10 minutes. 

The temperature alert will activate 

when a tire reaches 167 degrees F and 

will change to a more continuous noti-

fi cation when temperature exceeds 185 

degrees F. It also sends an alert when 

tire pressure reaches 20 percent more 

than the baseline setting.

Installation is very easy, unless you 

don’t read the instructions. The pro-

gramming is not intuitive and the pro-

cess can get confusing if the steps are 

not followed precisely. As it was, we 

needed to reset the device and that re-

quired careful reading and re-reading 

before we got it right. The TMG400C-4 

kit (for pressure to 145 PSI) includes 

six transmitters, the monitor, power 

cable and mounting bracket. Two ad-

ditional transmitters were needed to 

Pressure Check
TireMinder TPMS allows drivers to keep constant tabs on infl ation and 
temperature and sends warnings that help mitigate unsafe conditions

DIFFICULTY 1 2 3 4 5

TIME TO COMPLETE 1 HOUR

TOOLS NEEDED TIRE PRESSURE GAUGE

A lithium battery is installed into each transmitter by unscrewing the cap and inserting disc 
under the metal guide, following proper polarity. Failure to insert the battery properly could 
lead to transmitter burnout. Once the cap is tight, the lightweight transmitter can be screwed 
onto each valve stem following the learning sequence specifi ed in the instructions.

monitor the four truck tires and four 

trailer tires on the test combo. Once 

we infl ated all the cold tires based on 

the pressures specifi ed by the respec-

tive vehicle and trailer manufacturers, 

a lithium battery was installed 

in each transmitter. 

Although the receiver is 

designed to capture signals 

from the transmitters at 

distances up to 60 feet, we 

elected to use the optional 

booster because of the length 

Rechargeable 
monitor/receiver fi ts nicely into the holder that 
is attached to the windshield with a suction cup.

INSTANT TIRE PRESSURE »
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BOOST

1-800-315-9589  |  AMP-RESEARCH.COM

Genuine AMP Research PowerStep™ 
running boards automatically extend 
down for an easier, safer step up into 
your truck cab. Integrated LED lights. 
600 lb load rating. Proven, all-season 
rock-solid reliability. 5-year warranty. 
And they’re proudly made in the USA.
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Kathy Schurman 
763-497-2458
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TO ADVERTISE IN THE

RV Marketplace

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

Good Sam Club now offers 
even more money-saving 

reasons to join!
Good Sam RV Park  

 Camping Discounts
Camping World Club Pricing
Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane &  

 Dump Station Discounts 
Preferred Rates on Insurance  

 and Roadside Assistance
Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call
GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

Good Sam Club now offers 
even more money-saving 

reasons to join!
Good Sam RV Park  

 Camping Discounts
Camping World Club Pricing
Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane &  

 Dump Station Discounts 
Preferred Rates on Insurance  

 and Roadside Assistance
Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call

GOT A WEDGIE?

LED Upgrade for Wedge Base Bulbs
912, 921 and Similar

50,000 HOURS OF CONTINUOUS USE
JIRAH COMPANY 909-297-1926
www.jirahled.com

sales@jirahled.com

ULTRA-HIGH  
EFFICIENCY

SAVES FUEL!
RUNS COOL!

See you at  

FMCA Reunion, 

in Perry, 

Booth 1007   Keep your RV running in tip-top
 shape using our Expert Tech Tips
 and RV How-To Video Library

 Access anytime from your PC,
 Mac or Mobile Device

*Limited time offer expires Jan 28, 2014. Valid on Annual Membership only. 
Discount cannot be combined with other offers.

RV HOW-TO

VIDEO
YOUR DESTINATION FOR

Full-Access™ Exclusive
Videos Include:

Go to http://go.trailerlife.tv/tlvideo
to claim your discount and learn more!

SAVE30%

Presented by:

LIMITED TIME OFFER 
ONLY $20.98/YEAR!

00413i
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mailto:kathy.schurman@goodsam.com
http://www.jirahled.com
mailto:sales@jirahled.com
http://go.trailerlife.tv/tlvideo
http://parkit360.ca
http://www.motosportsofukiah.com


72  TRAILER LIFE  February 2014   

RV CLINIC

THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certifi ed Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and 
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

FIFTH-WHEEL OVERLOAD?

Q I have a 2010 Forest River Wildwood fi fth-wheel, model F246RLBS, with 

a dry shipping weight of 7,460 pounds and a GVWR of 11,285 pounds. On 

a recent trip, on truck scales that weighed the truck on one scale and the 

fi fth-wheel on a second while it was attached to the tow vehicle, the weights 

were: Truck, 8,340 pounds; trailer, 7,960 pounds. Is the trailer overloaded? 

I measured the weight of the trailer on the axles, and the combined axle 

weight is just below 4,000 pounds, and nearly equal on each axle.

Mike Jordan, Pawhuska, Oklahoma

A No, your trailer is not overloaded. The trailer’s 11,285-pound GVWR is the 

maximum it can weigh without being overloaded. You deduct the loaded 

weight of your trailer from that GVWR fi gure and that’s how much payload ca-

pacity you have left.

Those weight fi gures you provided are a good start, but are just the 

beginning. The truck carries part of the trailer’s weight and that weight 

was included in the truck’s 8,340-pound 

fi gure. The most accurate way to get these 

weights is either by temporarily unhitch-

ing the truck from the trailer on the scale, a 

tough effort due to the time it takes and how 

busy many scales are, or pull off, unhitch, 

and weigh the truck separately. Based on 

your truck weight, we’d speculate that you 

should be ok after you run all the numbers.

Your trailer also has a GAWR, or gross axle 

weight rating, specifi cation. As with the GVWR, 

as long as the measured weight of your trailer 

axles is less than the trailer’s GAWR, you’re in 

good shape. — Jeff Johnston

FAN CYCLING SOUND

Q We have a 2002 7.3-liter Ford F-250 

turbodiesel with 170,000 miles on 

it. It has been serviced according to 

Ford specifi cations and then some, 

as it was towing our home away from 

home around the country. We have 

towed two different rigs, one 12,000 

pounds, more recently 9,500 pounds, 

loaded. We are accustomed to hear-

ing what we believe to be a cooling 

fan ramp up its RPM and run for a 

few minutes then shut down after it 

appears to have done its job of cool-

ing something. Now, it happens very 

regularly — always when the weather 

is warm (85 degrees or higher) even 

though the load is lighter. It even hap-

pens on fl at ground. It sounds as if a 

fan is cycling up and down every few 

seconds, never getting as high as we 

are accustomed to hearing. After cy-

cling for a couple of minutes, it will 

stop for some undetermined time and 

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM
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then start the whole thing over again. If 

it is a hot day, it will do the same thing 

repeatedly but with some time between 

cycles. I’ve had it to the dealer several 

times and everything checks out. When 

the cycling happens, no apparent en-

gine RPM changes on the tachometer, 

no lugging of the engine can be de-

tected. I’m no mechanic. Help!

Noel Merkley, Porterville, California

A Your truck uses a conventional 

thermostatically controlled viscous 

fan clutch. There is a bi-metal ther-

mostatic coiled spring on the front of 

the unit that detects air temperature 

fl owing over it as the air goes through 

the radiator and gets heated. When 

it reaches a certain heat threshold, it 

activates the fan clutch. Fan clutches 

do go bad over time. Also, radiators 

become partially clogged and this 

causes hot and cold spots along with 

decreased cooling capacity. You need 

to verify that the noise is the fan. When 

you hear the roar, pull over to a safe 

place, open the hood and listen to the 

source. As the engine idles, it will cool 

down and the fan should change pitch. 

Have a qualifi ed shop check the ra-

diator; it may need rodding out. If the 

fan clutch is determined to be faulty, 

have it replaced. The Motorcraft part 

number is YB559 and the aftermarket 

Hayden brand part number is 2837. 

To give you an idea of the price range, 

I found several new ones online from 

about $125 for a Hayden up to the low 

$200s for Motorcraft (labor additional). 

— Ken Freund

GEARING CHANGE

Q I am considering purchasing a De-

nali 330RLS fi fth-wheel, which has 

an unloaded weight of 10,266 pounds 

and a cargo capacity of 1,926 pounds. I 

currently own a 2005 Ford F-250 Super 

Duty Crew Cab with a 5.4-liter V-8 en-

gine, 3.73 gear ratio; it’s a 4x4. Accord-

ing to the 2005 Ford Towing and Trailer 

Guide, it can tow up to 9,000 pounds, 

but the same truck with 4.10 gears can 

pull 11,000 pounds. My questions are 

— and I have gotten many different an-

swers on the subject — can you change 

the 3.73 gears to 4.10? If so, is it safe/

advisable? Since the truck is a 4x4, do 

I need to change just the rear gears or 

front gears too? Is it cost effective to do 

so? I have contacted Ford and gotten 

several answers, none that I am 100 

percent confi dent of, unfortunately. I 

do not plan on doing any work myself; 

I will be taking it to a reputable garage, 

if I can fi nd one. Can the gears be 

changed, or do I need a new truck? My 

intentions for the trailer are to keep it in 

a permanent site, but to pull it maybe 

two or three times a year on short trips 

of four to fi ve hours, maximum. 

Dan Maffeo, 
North Huntingdon, Pennsylvania

A The axle ratio can certainly be 

changed from a 3.73:1 to a 4.10:1. 

If only the rear axle were changed, 

you could never use the 4WD again, as 

TLO2
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the difference in ratios would cause 

immediate gear binding between the 

two axles. Therefore, you would need 

to modify both axles. In any case, even 

with the gear change, the maximum 

weight your truck would be capable of 

towing would be 11,000 pounds, and 

your loaded trailer weight is 12,192 

pounds. This would still be a potential 

overload situation for the truck. — K.F.

SPONGY FLOOR

Q We have a 2009 Salem Cruise Light 

23-foot trailer. The last couple of 

years, I have noted that the bathroom 

floor is getting spongy. The bathroom 

is located in the very back of the trailer. 

The floor isn’t spongy around the toilet 

or vanity, just in the middle of the floor 

and extending a little out of the bath-

room door. I looked under the trailer 

and it looks normal. I can feel the 

crossing support brackets between the 

spongy parts. I assume that this is due 

to moisture, but I don’t see where the 

moisture came from. How can this be 

fixed? Is there any way other than tear-

ing up the whole floor?

Daryl Hartman, Elk River, Minnesota

A Unfortunately, the sponginess 

will probably continue to spread 

if there’s a moisture source and it is 

not found and corrected. It could be 

caused by a number of sources in and 

around a bathroom, including supply 

pipes, drain pipes and even rain water 

seeping in around a vent or leaking 

roof or side wall. The floor can also get 

wet from water kicked up by the tires, 

especially if there’s a tear or other 

opening in the underbelly that’s sup-

posed to help with waterproofing. A 

set of mud flaps behind the rear tires 

can help deter this situation, as can 

inspecting and repairing the under-

side. Sometimes it will wick along a 

brace or follow a low spot. If you can’t 

find the source and correct it yourself, 

take it to a good RV shop before it gets 

worse. They’ll need to disassemble 

a section of the floor structure to re-

place the wet, spongy parts, and that 

can be quite a job that’s best left to the 

pros if you don’t feel up to it. — K.F.
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WATER HEATER SWITCH

Q We have a Rockwood travel trailer 

with a Suburban SW6DE water 

heater. The A/C on/off switch is located 

just below the gas valve, and it will no 

longer turn on so that we can run the 

heater on electricity. How easy would it 

be to replace the switch? Can it be done 

without pulling out the water heater?

Harry Sage, Sunbury, Ohio

A A look at a component diagram for 

your water heater, Harry (available 

by searching “suburban sw6de water 

heater manual” online), suggests the 

switch can be removed by working 

around the other components. You 

don’t need to remove the water heater 

to perform this job, but you’ll need to 

maneuver in tight quarters. Good luck 

with the effort! — J.J.

FURNACE FLIGHTINESS 

Q My travel trailer is a 1996 Dutch-

men that has been parked on my 

hunting land and hasn’t been moved 

since we bought it new in 1996. It has 

an Atwood Excalibur 8500 III series 

furnace, model 8535. I have never had 

trouble with this furnace before. Now 

that cold weather is here we need it 

badly! This is what happens: the blower 

or internal fan will start as usual, and 

you can hear it go through its sequence 

of operation, and a few mechanical 

“clicks” until it ignites. However, it will 

only burn for 5-8 seconds and go out. 

It repeats this three times, and stops, 

but the blower and fan keeps running. 

It will not try to reignite. It must go 

into a “default” mode. I shut it off at 

the thermostat, and turn it down. After 

waiting about 1 minute, I turn it back 

on, turn up the thermostat, and it went 

through the same sequence, fired for 

about 8 seconds, went out, re-fired and 

stayed lighted until it came up to temp. 

About 20 minutes later, it started its 

sequence again, and would not stay 

lighted after 3 attempts. I had to shut 

it off again and try all over. It re-fired 

same as before and stayed lighted until 

the temperature came back up. Also, 

there seems to be a “click” coming 

from the thermostat, which I thought 

was all electronic, but I’ve heard that 

before. Is that normal?

If I can get a regular furnace “tech” 

to look at it, what should I tell him 

to look for or check? The closest RV 

dealer is about an hour or more drive 

away but we do have heating and A/C 

dealers within 15-20 minutes. The gas 

cylinders are full, and the range and 

oven work fine. 

Fred Kirchhoff, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

A A furnace technician accustomed 

to residential furnaces may not 

know how to work on your specific 

model, Fred, but supplying the model 

and part numbers beforehand would 

give him or her the time to become fa-

miliar with the unit. The furnace should 

have 11 inches W.C. (water column) 

of LP-gas pressure available, and low 

or erratic pressure could cause poor 

furnace operation. Check the regulator 

at the gas cylinders for proper opera-

tion, as it may be good enough for the 

lower flow rates of the range and oven 

but the higher demands of the furnace 

may overwhelm its ability to provide 

enough vaporized LP. Check the high 

limit switch for proper operation. The 

furnace needs at least 10.5 volts of DC 

current to operate fully, so check your 

power supply at the furnace when it is 

running, and look for corroded connec-

tions. Finally, inspect all of your heat 

ducting from the furnace. If too much 

of the ducting is blocked or pinched 

and there’s not enough air flow avail-

able the system will shut down to avoid 

overheating. — J.J.
 

BACKING FIFTH-WHEELS

Q My family has been RVing for 25 

years and we’ve had several travel 

trailers. We have now switched to a 

fifth-wheel and discovered that back-

ing into a campground site is com-

pletely different. Could you please have 

a detailed article on how to easily back 

up a fifth-wheel? 

Michael Feldman, Oxnard, California

http://www.trailerlife.com
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A That’s a good idea, Michael, and 

you’re right that travel trailers 

and fifth-wheels react completely dif-

ferently when backing. A travel trailer 

has a faster response when backing 

because the ball position is around 

22 inches farther back than a kingpin 

connection. Therefore, fifth-wheels 

need more space to respond. It takes 

some time to switch from one to the 

other, but if you’re good at backing a 

travel trailer, you’ll get the hang of a 

fifth-wheel. We’ll keep that story idea 

in mind. — J.J.

FURNACE MALFUNCTION

Q Thank you so much for your maga-

zine. Regarding a previous RV Clinic 

letter about a reader’s furnace, we 

had exactly the same problem with 

our 2006 Montana that we bought in 

2010. It turned out that it was caused 

by a crack in the igniter. It seems like it 

would work once and never work again 

until we turned off the furnace and then 

turned it back on, just like M.J’s de-

scription. I suggest that he pull the unit 

out and take a good look at the igniter. 

It looks much the same as a spark plug. 

Byron Moser, Placerville, California

A Thank you for the advice, Byron. 

Your experience may well help 

others with the same problem. — J.J.

WATER HEATER ANTIFREEZE

Q I just read your article about anti-

freeze in a water heater. JJ said it 

was OK to use RV antifreeze in a water 

heater. My stepfather charged his RV 

with antifreeze along with his water 

heater. The next year he thought he 

flushed all of it out and turned on the 

water heater. There was a terrible 

smell coming from the water heater 

when you ran hot water. The smell and 

taste got into the piping. I tried to flush 

it out and finally filled the water heater 

with bleach and let it soak. That only 

worked to a small degree. It was about 

1  years before it finally went away. I 

suggest you not do it. When you heat 

the antifreeze it gets rancid. 

Merrit Olmstead, Susanville, California
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Find everything you need this season at one of GS Events’ RV shows. Take advantage of huge 
savings and shop 2014 class A, B and C motorhomes, travel trailers, fifth-wheels, truck campers, 
pop-ups, park models and more at a variety of price points to fit any budget and camping style. 

Bring the entire family - these shows have entertainment for kids of all ages!

Join us this spring at a show near you!
Jan. 16-19 Mid-America RV Show Bartle Hall - Kansas City

Jan. 17-19 New Jersey RV & Camping Show New Jersey Expo Center

Feb. 6-9 Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation & Camping Show Minneapolis Convention Center

Feb. 7-9 Richmond Camping RV Expo Richmond International Raceway Complex

Feb. 14-16 Richmond Boat Show Richmond International Raceway Complex

Feb. 14-16 Atlantic City RV & Camping Show Atlantic City Convention Center

Feb. 20-23 Kansas Sports, Boat & Travel Show Kansas Pavilions, Wichita KS

Feb. 21-23 North Carolina RV & Camping Show Charlotte Convention Center

Feb. 27-March 2 Colorado RV, Sports, Boat & Travel Show National Western Complex

Feb. 28-March 2 South Carolina RV & Camping Show TD Convention Center

Feb. 28-March 2 Rhode Island RV & Camping Show & Sale Rhode Island Convention Center

March 7-9 National Capital Boat Show Dulles Expo Center

March 14-16 Virginia RV Camping Show Hampton Roads Convention Center

April 11-13 El Paso RV Show El Paso Convention & Performing Arts Center

May 22-25 Salt Lake City RV & Travel Show Salt Palace Convention Center

GS EVENTS

Visit www.GSEvents.com for more information and online discount tickets.

GSMediaEvents @GSMediaEvents

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.GSEvents.com
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but it seems to me the wire used will 

handle 30- or 50-amp loads.

George Larson, Via email

A Yes, it’s possible to upfi t your trailer 

with 50-amp service, George, but it 

is rarely economical (although that’s a 

relative judgment). If you were a certifi ed 

electrician, it would be possible for you 

to install the 50-amp service electrical 

box and add the wiring required to ac-

commodate the higher amperage supply. 

Otherwise, you’d need to hire someone 

to do the job and it’s probably going to be 

expensive for the parts and labor. 

In general, you’re on the right track 

that raising the power supply amper-

age will help keep the air conditioner(s) 

running under higher-demand situa-

tions. — J.J.

CARRIAGE PARTS?

QI have a 2010 Carriage fi fth-wheel. 

Where can I fi nd parts for it since 

Carriage is no longer in operation?

Gillermo Garza, San Antonio, Texas

AAll of the vital service parts are 

readily available for your trailer, 

Gillermo. From tires and axle parts to 

things you’ll need for your refrigera-

tor, water heater, furnace and other 

hardware, these are all common ap-

pointments used by all of the RV manu-

facturers. For example, you don’t buy 

parts for a Carriage refrigerator or Car-

riage water pump, you order Dometic, 

Norcold, Atwood, SHURfl o and other 

company parts. All are readily available 

from any RV parts supplier.

The only place you may have diffi -

culty is for the few proprietary pieces on 

your trailer. You may get lucky and fi nd 

them at an obsolete parts dealer, which 

can be found via an Internet search. 

Apart from these types of items, you’re 

good to go on the critical parts you’ll 

need to keep your trailer going. — J.J. q

HAVE A QUESTION? » Email our 
experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com 
or write to: RV Clinic, 2750 Park View 
Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 
93036. No phone calls, please.

APotable antifreeze designed for 

RV freshwater systems is safe and 

appropriate to use in a water heater, 

Merrit. Yours is the fi rst letter we’ve 

received that makes a connection be-

tween smell in the RV’s hot water and 

the antifreeze used to protect its plumb-

ing during cold weather storage so we 

suspect there’s more going on than just 

the antifreeze.

Many RVs have winterizing plumb-

ing that allows a user to bypass the 

water heater when adding antifreeze. 

If some is used in the heater, it should 

be drained and fl ushed using the nor-

mal water heater fl ushing procedure 

outlined in your user manual or online 

via the manufacturers’ website. If for 

no other reason, an annual pre-season 

fl ush to get rid of the crud in the water 

heater is a good idea.

You didn’t describe the offensive 

smell beyond it being rancid, but we 

suspect it’s the common sulfur dioxide 

or rotten eggs smell caused by the 

harmless bacteria that grow in an RV’s 

freshwater, especially in the hot water 

system. You’re on the right track with 

the bleach treatment, but after adding 

some to the water heater you also need 

to pump it through the entire hot water 

system before letting it soak overnight. 

About  cup of bleach to 10 gallons of 

water is all you need to disinfect the 

system. Then drain the bleach treat-

ment water, run fresh water through 

the system, and add some water with 

baking soda added to help eliminate the 

bleach taste. After that soaks awhile, 

drain and fl ush with fresh water and you 

should be good. — J.J.

30- TO 50-AMP SWITCH

Q Is it possible and/or economical 

to replace my RV’s 30-amp serv-

ice with a 50-amp service? We have a 

31-foot 2011 Flagstaff that kicks the 

breaker a lot in the summer months. 

We really love this trailer and don’t 

want to trade right now. Not sure 

about the wire gauge used in 2011 
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QUICK 
FIX

Better Broom
A whisk broom is handy in the truck or trailer, but I have found that an inexpensive 6-inch 

paintbrush works even better and lasts much longer than standard straw whisk brooms. An 

added benefi t is that if the paintbrush gets wet during use, it will dry rapidly without deteriora-

tion of the fi bers. —Robert Friedrich, Lomita, California q

10-MINUTE TECH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS
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To send your submission,    write to: 10-Minute Tech,    2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,    California 93036 or email: 10minutetech@
trailerlife.com. Please include an illustration or photo if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.

RV Cover Saver
We’ve come up with an easy and inexpensive way to keep rain gutters from 

tearing into our RV’s cover. Simply place rolls of toilet paper over the gutters, 

tie the end of a rope around each of the rolls and stretch it across the top of the 

trailer. The paper rolls will create a cushion around the rain gutters and keep 

the RV cover free of holes.

Tom Peterson, Hatboro, Pennsylvania

Designer Table
Here in the Pacifi c Northwest it rains more 

than in a lot of places! When it’s raining 

while we’re camping, my wife really enjoys 

working on jigsaw puzzles. In order for 

her to enjoy doing that, I made a Plexiglas 

cover for our dinette, which we have used 

in several of our trailers. She can work on 

a puzzle, and then at mealtimes she just 

puts the Plexiglas over the puzzle. It stays 

in place with hook-and-loop pads on the 

table and Plexiglas. The bonus is that we 

have a nice table decoration for our meals.

Donald Pearson, Bellingham, Washington

http://www.trailerlife.com
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ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --  
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV & 

Ozone resistant -- good to 300  ̊F. 5-year warranty.   

800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com       

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

OWNER RETIRING-AFTER 50 YEARS OF RV SALES 
& service in resort area of S NY state. 18 ac 

w/modern home. Large parts bldg & offi ces,  

plus 4 storage buildings & garage. 4 bay 

large service shop lifts & tools. $900K with 

$500K inventory. Financing available call 

845-292-5943 or 845-482-4031 

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991 
To buy 800-272-0401 

To sell 800-952-0401. 

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.    

HELP WANTED

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS--Travel and 
stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income 

selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65% 

commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training. 

www.SoutheastPublications.com    

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS- S. Texas 
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village  

RV Lots $20’s, RV Casitas $120s. 

956-380-6500  www.bentsenpalm.com 

BRICK 3BR/2BA HOME IN SCIENCE HILL, KY. 
10 mi to lake, good schools, lrg walk in  

closets. 29 x 29’ enclosed garage plus 18 

x 40’ RV or boat gar w/12 x 12.7’ door. All 

appls. 30 amp & water. $165K. 606-379-6752  

IDEAL FOR FAMILY OR GROUP, 6 FULL RV  
H/U w/slabs. 12 x40’ Park Model home  

w/covered patio garage. Beautiful garden, 

fountain/pond. Adj to BLM/State land. AZ. 

$223K cash or terms avail. 360-731-5031 

INVESTMENTS

EARN 6% INTEREST 
PER ANNUM 

1 (855) 306-3223 Toll Free 

Not available in some states.    

LEGAL SERVICES

1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com    

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT

MINNEAPOLIS AREA-RV LOTS by the 
Mississippi River in private RV park with 

full hookups, pool, views. (1 mo min) 

Visit us at:  www.mrarvpark.com  

MAIL FORWARDING

LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$  

NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700  

www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us fi rst!   

MOTORHOMES WANTED

WANTED 
Have Cash, Will Travel 

For 1998 and newer diesel coaches. 

www.rvgone.com 

Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807. 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com 
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD. 

60,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings 

www.RVT.com or 1.877.705.0025   

RV REGISTRY 
www.rvregistry.com 

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels 

For Sale by Owners 

No Sales Commissions 

Buyers/Sellers   800-546-8457

RV SHOWS

Invitation from Mobile Suites: 
Join us for the 

DRVRallyInTheSmokies.com 

June 9-15, 2014 

HOUSTON RV SHOW 
Feb. 5-9, 2014-- Reliant Center 

361.790.5300 

houstonrvshow.com  

SERVICES

We guarantee BEST service and price 

Call    888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net  

ACTION SERVICES, LLC 
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 

Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service 

Call 800-481-0013   www.actionservices-mt.com  

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save  

over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for  

professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com 
Mountain States Consulting   800-565-4504  

Now, more money-saving  
reasons to join!

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

 Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
 Camping World Club Pricing
 Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane & Dump  

 Station Discounts 
 Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com
http://www.SoutheastPublications.com
http://www.bentsenpalm.com
http://www.montanallcattorney.com
http://www.mrarvpark.com
http://www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL
http://www.rvgone.com
http://www.RVT.com
http://www.rvregistry.com
http://www.MontanaRV.net
http://www.actionservices-mt.com
http://www.rvtax.com
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TOURS

RV Tours & Rallies across North America 

www.AdventureCaravans.com
800-872-7897

WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES 

TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER hauler, 330 Cummins  

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2006 GMC C7500 RV HAULER, 275 HP 

2001 FL60 FREIGHTLINER FULL TIME RVer,

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

NEW 2014 Heartland Landmark Key Largo 

www.rvs4less.net  

Eggcamper LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC 

 

NEW 2014 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: Loaded 

www.rvs4less.net   

NATION’S LOW PRICED 5th WHEEL EXPERTS 

1989 FLOOR MODEL 25’ AIRSTREAM CAMPER, 

For advertising information contact Kathy Schurman:
@

Private Parties:

Commercial:

 

Display Advertising: 

 

Payment:  

Email: @  

Phone:
Fax: 
Mail: 

 

Classified Rates

      To advertise in classifieds

  kathy.schurman@goodsam.com

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.AdventureCaravans.com%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%95%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%A4%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%A7%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%95
http://www.rvs4less.net
http://www.rvs4less.net
mailto:kathy.schurman@goodsam.com
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BILL WILL BE IN SARASOTA, FLORIDA. TO CONNECT WITH BILL, EMAIL HIM AT ROADSCRIBE@AOL.COMNEXT MONTH

AMERICA’S 
OUTBACK

The thermometer, hanging in the 

shade of my neighbor’s awning, 

says 82 degrees and this is February. 

The air is soft. A light breeze ruffl es 

fl ags — one is the lone-star fl ag of 

Texas. I know it well: Texans fl y their 

state fl ag often. Whenever I visit the 

state the omnipresence of that fl ag 

always strikes me as curious and com-

mendable. Texans take pride in being who they are and 

where they live. I enjoy being with people like that.

I am in McAllen. From here, you cannot get much 

farther south and still be in Texas. Seven miles down the 

road is the Rio Grande — then you’re into Mexico. McAllen 

is on the same latitude as Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and 

enjoys the same subtropical climate. 

This Rio Grande Valley is among the most biologically 

diverse areas in the country; resident and migrant birds 

seem to love it. One of nine World Birding Centers is here. 

More than 530 bird species are either documented visitors 

or natives of this area.

While hiking with birdwatchers in the Bentsen-Rio 

Grande Valley State Park, a lady from San Francisco told 

me that she had seen more bird varieties here than she 

had seen in all of California. Some tropical birds here are 

found nowhere else in the United States. There are 7 miles 

of trails for hiking, biking and running electric carts, with 

bird-feeding stations placed strategically along the way. 

The park people make this place an easy one to explore, 

and to make the watching part really easy, two enclosed 

bird blinds allowed us to sit unseen and watch birds in 

their habitats.  

Interestingly, crows and ravens aren’t here … can’t say 

I miss them. They don’t fi nd the food here they want. There 

are no deer, either, but that’s because they can’t fi nd the 

shelter they need. And for some reason, robins are rarely 

spotted.

Few cities in our country that have more than 100,000 

people are not on the Interstate Highway System — an 

exception is McAllen.  North/south Interstate 35 ends in 

Laredo, 140 miles north of McAllen. And Interstate 37 ends 

Winter Texans
The subtropical town of McAllen is 
a major snowbird attraction and a 
nature-lover’s paradise

in Corpus Christi, 170 miles from here. But that does not 

slow down the thousands of RVers who come here every 

winter. These seasonal travelers are known most places 

as snowbirds, but here they are “Winter Texans.” Again, 

local pride and cordiality takes precedence. 

“It’s not just the weather and birding that brings 

people here,” Nancy Millar told me, “it’s shopping.” She 

is the director of the Convention & Visitor’s Bureau here 

and tracks such things. “Thirty-fi ve percent of our retail 

business comes from Mexico. The people at Visa tell me 

that more money from Mexico, or at least credit card 

money, is spent here than in San Diego, or the rest of the 

country, for that matter.”

What that means for the rest of us is better quality, 

more choices and greater competition among sellers than 

is normally found in a city of 130,000 people. Same thing 

for restaurants and motels — competition is intense.

“Our library — it’s huge — was once a Walmart. But 

the building got too small for Walmart, so we got a good 

deal on a new library. And they already had two gigantic 

stores in town,” Nancy said.

“They usually come up on weekends and shop all-day 

Saturday. They bring big suitcases and fi ll them up,” Nancy 

said. “You see them loading cars in motel parking lots. It 

looks like they are a family of 10 traveling for a month. But 

it’s really two people on an overnight shopping trip.”

Welcome to America’s Outback. q

by Bill GravesMCALLEN, TEXAS

Bird watching, subtropical 
weather and swimming in 
warm waters of the Gulf 
are some of the reasons 
RVers spend their winters 
in the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas. More than 500 RV 
parks attest to the numbers 
of snowbirds who become 
“Winter Texans” year 
after year.

http://www.trailerlife.com
mailto:ROADSCRIBE@AOL.COM


Optional booster ensures the signal will be 
strong enough to reach longer distances. It 
also helps counter electrical interference. 
Booster is mounted to kingpin box.

 800.410.6580  www.Trailer-Saver.com

of the trailer and to hedge against 

possible electrical interference. The 

booster is wired to a 12-volt DC power 

source and was mounted on the kingpin 

box. The monitor/receiver was mounted 

on the windshield using the suction-cup 

bracket and connected to the 12-volt 

DC power outlet for charging. It takes 

six hours for a complete charge, but the 

monitor is designed to operate for 30 

days before recharging is necessary.

Once the baseline pressures are 

programmed and the transmitters are 

screwed onto the valve stems — fol-

lowing the “learning” procedure — the 

system is ready for service. We found 

the pressures indicated on the monitor 

to be within 1-1.8 PSI when compared 

to the readings on the digital tire gauge 

used before mounting the transmit-

ters. One tire was defl ated to 67 PSI

(from the 80 PSI baseline) and the sys-

tem sent the alert as designed.

Overall, the TireMinder monitor is 

very stylish, complementing any dash-

board nicely. The information afforded 

is robust, giving the driver accurate 

control of tire infl ation/temperature, 

before, after and during any trip. While 

the approximate $500 price tag for 

the kit with booster and two additional 

transmitters is well worth its value in 

safety and convenience, reading the 

book to learn all the capabilities of the 

system (with its humorous text) will 

enhance the operational experience 

immensely. q

Minder Research Inc.
772-463-6522 

www.minderrresearch.com H
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84 October 2013 l MOTORHOME

The Spree lightweight travel trailer features
comfortable and spacious residential luxury.
Available in 12 floor plans!

Get connected with your 
family in comfort of the
Spree Connect. Available 
in 12 floor plans.

Welcome to
the KZ Family.

Award winner 13 
times since 2000!

Model 328IK

Model 290IKS

kz-rv.com
KZ Inc., Circle 116 on Reader Service Card

http://www.trailerlife.com
http://www.kz-rv.com


Welcome to our digital edition of Trailer Life magazine. This format makes it
easy for you to navigate the magazine and provides direct links to Internet
sites of our advertisers, our TrailerLife.com web site, and many web sites to
supplement our editorial features.

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital Trailer Life magazine, and we encourage your
comments and suggestions to our editor at donya.carlson@goodsam.com

Click on the TrailerLife.com button to go directly 
to our Web site.

Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring you back
to this page.

Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table of
Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.

Click on the Arrow buttons to navigate between pages.

Click on the Magnify glass buttons to zoom in and zoom out.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital Trailer Life:

When the hand icon changes to a pointing finger, it indicates a link to a 
web site or to another page in the magazine.

http://www.trailerlife.com
mailto:donya.carlson@goodsam.com
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