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Your Venture

Watch the 
SportTrek 
Video on

When we set out to design a new kind of
travel trailer, we turned to the experts – our
customers. They told us they wanted a
higher level of comfort and functionality as
well as specific features to enhance their
RV experience. 

Moreover, they needed an affordable price
and the durability to withstand the demands
of the active camper. We listened, applied
what we learned, and SportTrek was born.

ST320VIK Kitchen with sink in the island

Lightweight Travel Trailers & Toy Haulers

CHOOSE FROM 11 MODELS

A DIVISION OF KZRV

http://www.Venture-RV.com
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Starts Here.

More Features – Less Weight!! 
Small but not basic, the Sonic adds value to
the Ultra-lightweight market at an 
aggressive price. 

The Sonic comes in 20 ft. to 25 ft. length and
weighs between 2,950 lbs. to 4,500 lbs. 

ULTRA-Lightweight Travel Trailers

888.988.8440 • www.Venture-RV.com

CHOOSE FROM 4 MODELS

NEW
FOR 2014

KZ Inc., Circle 103 on Reader Service Card

http://www.Venture-RV.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


4  TRAILER LIFE  October 2013   

FEATURES

DEPARTMENTS

On the cover: The Eclipse Milan’s exterior may resemble its toy-hauling cousins, but inside you’ll fi nd surprising comfort. Photo by Scott Hirko

CONTENTS OCTOBER 2013 | VOLUME 73 | NUMBER 10

The Chateau 22E has lots of exterior storage and is designed for families. Page 58

«

16 The Tide is Calling
Gulf Islands National Sea-
shore, Florida and Mississippi

18 New Hampshire’s 
Autumn Magic
Meandering through the 
Lakes Region in search of 
fall’s changing colors 

22 Fall Colors and Festivities
Top 10 RV destinations across 
America to enjoy this October 

30 Cherishing Chattanooga
In a storied town where once 
the river was wild and criss-
crossing train tracks brought 
in locomotives, the “Scenic 
City” is now a top family
destination 

36 Bounce Be Gone
Trailer Flex Air Suspension 
System replaces the leaf 
springs, improving towing, 
handling and ride quality

44 Battery Security
Torklift Power Armor alumi-
num box dresses up the front 
of any trailer while making
battery theft more diffi cult 

46 Restoring an Old 
Friend, Part XIII
Mission accomplished! 
Adding the fi nal touches to 
the project Terry travel trailer

48 Eclipse Milan
Rear-lounge, dual-entry 
T27RLSG travel trailer com-
bines aggressive exterior styling 
with a fully appointed interior

52 Playing It Safe
Proper selection and 
maintenance of smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors 
are critical for safe RV living

463618

Ohio is one of the top places to visit this fall. See page 22

6 Driver’s Seat
Smoothing the Ride

8 Letters
Readers respond loud and clear

10 Around the Bend
News, events, places and trends

14 RV Action Line
Trailer Life is your referee

58 Unhitched
The motorized side of things

60 New Products
Goodies to improve the RV lifestyle

61 Performance Corner
Tech, accessories and news

62 Hands On
Stadler Form Anna Little ceramic heater

64 RV Clinic
Answers from the Trailer Life tech team

73 10-Minute Tech
Now why didn’t I think of that?

78 America’s Outback
Chiloquin, Oregon

http://www.trailerlife.com


Bully Dog Technologies, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card

http://bullydog.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


6  TRAILER LIFE  October 2013   

DRIVER’S 
SEAT OCTOBER

Smoothing the Ride
Air spring suspensions for trailers

Look under the typical travel trailer or fi fth-wheel and, with few exceptions, 

you’ll see a suspension that looks similar to the ones your father had back in 

the day. Trailer suspensions have not changed much. The overwhelming majority 

of trailers have two axles, leaf springs, shackles and an equalizer on each side. 

Nothing fancy, but a system that arguably withstood the test of time.

Over the years a few companies offered change-ups to the standard leaf 

spring suspensions. Airstream, for one, has used rubber torsion axles for many 

years. And there are a number of equalizer-based upgrades on the market. MOR/

ryde offers a sophisticated independent suspension that has been adopted by a 

number of highline trailer builders. The MOR/ryde IS suspension can be retro-

fi tted, which we did a few years ago, replacing the leaf springs and hardware on

a 36-foot fi fth-wheel that was used as a test trailer.

The rubber springs used by MOR/ryde increased suspension travel and 

squashed road shock, clearly evident by back-to-back comparisons while towing 

on rough roads. Inside, items that normally swapped positions behaved nicely.

After a few years pulling a fi fth-wheel with an upgraded suspension, we started 

a project using a completely new system. The Trailer Flex Air Ride Suspension 

System was created by two brothers in Canada who have spent years making 

long-haul trucks ride better. They took the technology that civilized the ride for 

big rigs, branched out to kits for light- and medium-duty trucks — like the one we 

tested in the March issue (Smoothing Out the Bumps) — and created a package 

that replaces the leaf springs and ancillary hardware for trailers.

We installed the Trailer Flex Air Ride (see page 36) on a 36-foot fi fth-wheel 

that weighs 16,700 pounds loaded. It’s not a simple project for the do-it-your-

selfer, but the guys who installed the hardware at Transwest Truck, Trailer, RV in 

Frederick, Colorado, are pretty fl uid when it comes to mounting air bag suspen-

sions on trailers. The company specializes in air ride conversions for trucks and 

trailers. Once installed, the 9-inch differential in attitude was corrected, and while 

ride quality inside the trailer is hard to measure by human feel (unless you’re 

seated in the trailer, which is not recommended), the overall improvement in 

handling while towing was dramatic. And the stuff inside stayed put.

I have to believe that if the ride is smoother, the trailer will last longer. Time 

will tell but I’m betting on longevity. q

– Bob Livingston, publisher

Connect with us...
facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine  twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

Join the fun in Atlanta, Georgia, October 17-20 at the Camping 

World/Good Sam Rally. There will be lots to do including tours,

classes, seminars, exhibitors and a dog show. Entertainment includes performances 

by The Beach Boys and Vince Gill. Visit www.therally.com for more info.

Rally Time
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No matter how far away you roam on your RV adventures, you can still enjoy the comfort 
and convenience of home. Thanks to an installed Cummins Onan generator, you can have:

■   Power at the push of a button for your lights, AC, fridge, stove and more.
■   A reliable and quiet power source backed by 50 years of experience.
■   The industry’s largest network of factory-trained technicians. 

Check out our complete line of diesel, gasoline and propane RV generators 
and Energy CommandTM controls at powertotrailers.com.

Performance you rely on.

Make your “away”   
even more enjoyable.

©2013 Cummins Power Generation. All rights reserved. Cummins, Onan and the “C” logo 
are registered trademarks, and “Performance you rely on.™” is a trademark, of Cummins Inc. 

Onan Corporation, Circle 115 on Reader Service Card
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Campground in MayberryLooking for a Lightweight
I jumped to page 62 of the June 

edition to see Bob Ashley’s Loaded 

and Light article. My husband and 

I have a 28-foot fi fth-wheel and a 

F-250 diesel to tow it. Unfortunately, 

there are roads on which we can’t 

(or don’t want to) take that large of 

a rig. And the current price of diesel 

and reduced mileage makes some of 

the trips we’d like to take impracti-

cal. I was disappointed in the article, 

since the lightest trailer mentioned 

was 2,500 pounds dry. That’s still too 

heavy, and with only one at 15 feet, 

most are too long for safe towing with 

the short wheelbase of most “small 

SUVs.” Most of them, though light, are 

still long and should be towed by a 

truck or large SUV.

We have been thinking about 

getting a truly small, lightweight — as 

in 2,000 pounds or less dry — to tow 

with our Subaru Forester, which has a 

towing capacity of about 2,300 pounds. 

The various T@B teardrops, R-Pods, 

Scamps, Eggcampers and others all 

might be good candidates. We also 

saw what looked like a Toyota RAV4 

with a Hi-Lo Towlite a couple of years 

ago. How about an article on these 

small units? 

Granted, many Trailer Life sub-

scribers are probably not in this 

market, but we have given copies 

of the magazine to friends who are 

thinking about an RV and most are 

not prepared to jump right in to a 

larger unit and a truck. Information on 

“starter” trailers might get some of 

them into the market for larger RVs.

Carel Edgerly,  Cle Elum, Washington

Slow Driving
I am curious as to how Ernie Carlson’s 

vehicle gets almost the same mileage 

towing an 8,000-pound trailer as it 

does running empty as described in 

his letter “Truck Tow Profi le” in the 

August issue. Does he have a Bully 

Dog computer chip installed or is he 

just going very slowly? He also doesn’t 

tell us what year his vehicle is. I have 

a 2011 GMC 2500HD Duramax pulling 

a 13,500-pound, 39-foot fi fth-wheel 

that usually averages only 10 MPG 

towing, but without the fi fth-wheel 

gets around 22 MPG. Around town it 

does about 17 MPG. I have friends who 

have a new Ford diesel pickup and 

they don’t get anywhere near 17 MPG

towing a heavy trailer.

Tim Swallow, Waverly, Iowa

Double-Checking
The item submitted to 10-Minute 

Tech by Paul Skinner in July’s issue 

makes me wonder if he is observing 

one of the cardinal rules for hooking 

up a fi fth-wheel — a pull test to verify 

the integrity of the hitch-kingpin 

engagement — before retracting the 

landing gear. He may be doing it but 

he does not mention it. I agree that 

the visual check he mentions is good 

and I do it myself. I also make sure 

that the safety pin goes into place 

properly after the J-bar of the factory 

Reese hitch on my 2013 Ford F-350 

is closed behind the kingpin. Then I 

do the pull test with the trailer brake 

applied manually to be sure I’m not 

going to drop my trailer on my truck 

and cause damage to both.

Skinner also mentions using a 

checklist when breaking camp due 

to his relative inexperience with 

fi fth-wheeling. I have been dragging 

various kinds of trailers around for 

years, and I still use a checklist for 

every teardown. A pilot would not 

consider fl ying a plane without going 

through the checklists. Neither should 

an RVer hit the road without using 

a checklist. How many batwings, 

satellite dishes, power cords, etc., 

could have been saved by spending a 

minute or two going down every item 

on the checklist?

Rod Laverdure, Albany, Oregon q

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

What is the most important 
feature you consider when 
choosing an RV park or 
campground?

21% Full hookups
15% Internet access/WiFi 
14% Distance between sites
14% Pets welcome

Cleanliness of 
park/park setting

I read Lisa Halvorsen’s article on Mayberry in August’s issue. I have been 

there many times and it is a great place. I’m mainly writing to tell your 

readers about Mayberry Campground since our Sunnybrook group goes 

there every spring. It is a wonderful campground with spacious, level sites. 

The owner and staff go out of their way to accommodate us. Mayberry 

Campground’s owner is a distant relative of Eng and Chang Bunker, the 

conjoined twin brothers. The Bunker twins’ fi rst U.S. home is 

on the campground property and they are buried 

in a church that’s a short walk from the 

campground. The campground is about 

a 15-minute drive to Main Street where 

everything takes place. 

Lewis Shiminski, Wagener, South Carolina

36%

Write to: Trailer Life, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, California 93001
or email info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.

TALK TO US!

mailto:info@trailerlife.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


Limited Supply. Reserve Your Copy Today!

CALL 1 (800) 285-4783 TO ORDER
This is a pre-publication offer.  Delivery by December 31, 2013.

Cover is for promotional purposes only and may change.

Don’t Miss Out on the Must-Have

RV Travel Resource For 2014

ALL-NEW AND UPDATED 

PRE-ORDER TODAY

MEMBERS
SAVE OVER

60%

Plan ahead or plan as you go - be ready for the open road with the 

2014 Good Sam RV Travel Guide!

EXCLUSIVE
GOOD SAM
CLUB SALE

995$
Reg. Price $25.95

Over 60% Savings 
For Members
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by Donya Carlson and Eileen Hubbard

Did you know that October is National 

Roller Skating month? The fi rst 

patented roller skate was introduced in 

1760 but it didn’t become popular right 

away because Belgian inventor Joseph 

Merlin crashed into an expensive 

mirror at a London party. Luckily 

James Plimpton, a Massachusetts 

businessman, made improvements to 

the roller skate in 1863 and we’ve been 

having fun on roller skates ever since.

The Ramona Roller Rink is an 

enduring link to the past in Sister 

Lakes (Dowagiac), Michigan. Built 

originally in 1928 as a dance hall by 

brothers Harry and Charles Adams, 

the Ramona has hosted many notable 

skaters, from newlyweds, to Sammy 

— a trained chimpanzee — who rocked 

and rolled at the Ramona in 1957.

In the 1980s, movies like Saturday 

Night Fever and Urban Cowboy

reignited interest in dance so owner 

Ed Howard installed a new dance 

fl oor. Live bands drew new crowds to 

the Ramona.

Harold Schaus purchased the 

Ramona in March 2004. “I started 

working there as a kid in 1975,” 

explains Schaus. “When the Ramona 

came up for sale it was like going 

home.” Many romances have started 

at the Ramona, including that of 

Schaus who met his future wife, 

Michele, there. They were married on 

May 7, 2011, and in full wedding attire, 

skated their fi rst dance.

Today the iconic rink in Sister 

Lakes still appeals to all ages from 

Schaus’ 3- and 5-year-old grand-

daughters, to Ed Corwin, 84, who 

learned to skate at the Ramona fi ve 

years ago. Sunday afternoons (Oldies 

Days), music from the ‘50s, ‘60s and 

‘70s draw in skaters of all ages. 

The Ramona celebrated 85 

years on July 3, 2013, and more than 

400 people attended the celebra-

tion from as far away as Missouri, 

Illinois and Ohio. Schaus hopes to 

obtain historical status from the 

state of Michigan. The clock on the 

wall is at least 60 years old and it 

still works. “It’s like stepping back 

in time,” refl ects Schaus. “There are 

not many places kids can go where 

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS

AROUND
THE BEND

National Roller Skating Month
Romance and history at the Ramona Roller Rink in Sister Lakes, Michigan
by Pamela Kleibrink Thompson
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their parents, grandparents and even 

great-grandparents went as kids.”

On Friday nights the Ramona 

offers fun for the whole family with 

free skate rentals starting at 7:30 pm. 

Admission is $5 per person and $10 

per family (up to fi ve people with a 

parent staying).

Did you know there’s even a 

National Museum of Roller Skating? 

It’s located in Lincoln, Nebraska, and 

highlights the people and artifacts that 

have made roller skating history.

Land of Lakes Campground 
Dowagiac, Michigan, 269-424-5070

National Museum of Roller Skating 
402-483-7551, 

www.rollerskatingmuseum.com

Ramona Roller Rink, 269-424-5736, 

www.ramonarollerrink.webs.com

Timber Trails RV Park, Decatur 
Michigan, 269-423-7311, 

www.timbertrailsrvpark.com

The National Museum of Roller Skating in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, has more than 10,000 photographs and 
personal papers of individuals prominent in roller 
skating that date back to 1800.

Sammy in 1957 at the Ramona.

Harold and Michele 
Schaus, owners of 
Ramona Roller Rink, 
skated their fi rst dance 
on their wedding day.
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Great TV on the Road… 
   When You Want It!

No matter where your RV takes you, the Tailgater Portable Satellite 
system and Pay-As-You-Go Programming allows you to take your 
favorite TV programs along.

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.800.626.5944    |    CampingWorld.com 

With the DISH Pay-As-You-Go Programming* you
n  Pay for 30 days of programming as you want, when you want
n No contracts
n No charge to start/stop service
n  Service in minutes for only $39.99 per month!

Tailgater by DISH offers:
n Quick and easy set up
n Lightweight and compact to fit any space
n Automatically finds satellites 
n HD and SD programming

Call Camping World at 1-888-875-1540 to activate your DISH programming!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.875.1540    |    CampingWorld.com 

* Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Limit one receiver per antenna. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in 
advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable 
Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.C
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#55084 Club SALE $99.95 
Reg. $109.99

#65148 Club SALE $349 
Reg. $379.99

Dish Network, Circle 120 on Reader Service Card

http://campingworld.com
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AROUND
THE BEND

NEWSWIRE

10,000th Trailer for Prime 
Time’s Tracer/LaCrosse Division
Prime Time Manufacturing, a 

division of Forest River Inc., recently 

celebrated a milestone with the 

shipment of the 10,000th travel trailer 

produced by its Tracer/LaCrosse 

manufacturing group. To mark the 

occasion, company leaders were 

on hand to serve lunch and thank 

more than 160 employees for their 

efforts. “Division 48 was the very fi rst 

Prime Time plant we started in 2009. 

That small group of employees had 

a commitment to build innovative, 

high-quality products that customers 

would love to own,” said Prime Time 

President Jeff Rank.

www.primetimerv.com

MILESTONE

New Toy Hauler and Fifth-Wheel 
Manufacturer
RV Warrior Company recently 

announced the formation of its new 

company, which will manufacture 20- 

to 28-foot toy hauler travel trailers as 

well as fi fth-wheels. The new Elkhart, 

Indiana-based company will be 

selling its RVs under the brand name 

Weekend Warrior. Claude Donati, the 

cofounder and president of Nexus RV, 

has been appointed CEO of RV Warrior. 

The new company is currently leasing a 

production and offi ce area from Nexus 

RV and has already begun production. 

According to Donati, the company has 

signed up several large RV dealers 

throughout the United States. 

www.weekendwarriorrvmfg.com

RV STARTUP

Camping World/Good Sam Plans 
for Massive Growth 
Camping World/Good Sam announced 

its forecast for expansion and future 

development in new markets through 

the fi rst quarter of 2014. The new 

mar kets will raise the number of Super-

Centers to almost 115 nationwide. 

Some of the new locations for 2013 

include stores in Florida, Iowa and 

Massachusetts. Plans for 2014 include 

Coburg, Oregon; Fresno, California; 

Lake Park, Georgia; Saukville, 

Wisconsin; Olive Branch and Jackson, 

Mississippi; Rossford, Ohio; Rapid City, 

South Dakota; and Pittsburgh, Penn-

sylvania. All new locations will offer RV 

sales, service, parts and accessories.

www.campingworld.com

EXPANSION

KZRV Lightweight
KZRV’s latest model in the Spree line is the Connect, a 

lightweight travel trailer the company claims is designed 

for easy towing by half-ton trucks and SUVs. The Spree 

Connect line is available in 11 fl oorplans from 22 to 32 

feet, with weight ranging from 4,000-7,000 pounds. Inside 

is contrasting wood plank fl ooring, generous storage 

in the kitchen, a queen bed and extra-large bunkbeds. 

Standard features include pleated color night shades, 

Hazard Protect from Coach-Net
Coach-Net, which offers RV roadside assistance, launched Hazard Protect, part 

of its series of new products in Protect Suite. The Hazard Protect program covers 

repair of tires and wheels damaged by road hazards such as nails, screws, glass 

and potholes. If the tire or wheel is not reparable, the service includes replacing 

damaged tires, along with mounting, balancing and valve stems. Sales tax and 

labor charges are included. Coach-Net offers comprehensive tire and wheel 

protection with terms available from one to seven years. www.coach-net.com

heated enclosed underbelly, DVD/CD/MP3 player, self-

adjusting brakes, and a 17-inch three-burner range with 

hood and microwave.

Base MSRP: $22,000

866-472-5460, www.kz-rv.com
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This Land is Your Land
With 84 million acres of protected land in America 

in more than 400 national parks, there’s lots of 

exploring to do. Whether you’re into hiking, camping, 

birdwatching, casual strolls or all of the previous, 

an annual National Parks and Federal Recreational 

Lands Pass will gain you (and three accompanying 

adults) entry into the U.S.’s iconic parks. An annual 

pass is $80; for just $10, seniors (62 years and older) 

can purchase a lifetime pass. Active members of the 

U.S. military and permanently disabled U.S. citizens 

qualify for a free pass. The passes are valid at more 

than 2,000 federal recreation sites and are good for 

one year from the date of purchase.

http://store.usgs.gov/pass/index.html q

Essential RV 
Travel
Resource
In RVing, timing is 

everything. So if you 

plan on hitting the road 

next year, pre-order 

your copy now of 

the 2014 Good Sam 

RV Travel Guide & 

Campground Directory. 

This complete RV 

travel companion, with 

its comprehensive 

campground listings, 

RV-friendly travel routes, helpful maps and informative 

lifestyle articles, is expected to sell out quickly. Included in 

the pages of the Good Sam RV Travel Guide & Campground 

Directory you’ll find: 

Listings of 14,500 RV parks across North America, with 

updated information about hookups, amenities, pet restric-

tions and Wi-Fi connectivity. Each campground is personally 

inspected and rated by Good Sam’s seasoned consultant 

teams. 

Detailed listings of North America’s 2,200-plus Good Sam 

Parks, which offer 10 percent discounts to Good Sam 

members. 

The Good Sam three-numbered rating system, which grades 

each privately owned campground on Facilities, Restrooms 

and Showers, and Visual Appearance.

A brand-new RV Trips of a Lifetime guide that maps out 

exciting RV-friendly routes across North America, from 

Maine’s lobster coast to California’s stunning desert vistas.

An information-packed section for RV novices that dispenses 

basic tips on RV shopping, camping and storage. Complete 

with checklists. 

Colorful state and provincial maps that indicate the locations 

of RV parks as well as Good Sam Parks and select tourism 

and service locations. 

Camping World coupons worth hundreds of dollars.

Complete listings of military parks for current and retired 

career service personnel.

Helpful lifestyle tips for snowbirds, pet owners and more. 

Guides to RV-related state and provincial laws, fishing-license 

fees and critical facts needed for trouble-free trips into 

Canada and Mexico.

For more information and to pre-order your copy 

of the 2014 Good Sam RV Travel Guide & Campground 

Directory, go to www.goodsamcamping.com/2014  

or call 877-209-6655
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Follow the Numbers
The three-numbered Good Sam Campground 

Ratings System gives RV travelers a clear 

measurement to judge the privately owned 

RV parks listed in the directory. Each rating 

number is based on a scale from 1 to 10 with 

10 being the best.

10 FACILITIES evaluates the level of devel-

opments of RV sites, hookups, recreation, 

swimming, security, laundry, services, interior 

roads, registration area and Internet access.

10* RESTROOMS AND SHOWERS rates the 

cleanliness and physical characteristic of 

toilets, walls, showers, sinks/counters/mirrors 

and floor. If a park achieves a full point in each 

of the above, it receives a star (*) that indicates 

exceptionally clean restrooms. 

10 VISUAL APPEARANCE appraises the park’s 

setting and site layout, function and identifica-

tion signage, overall exterior building mainte-

nance, noise, trash disposal, litter and debris 

around the grounds and sites, and appearance 

of grounds, sites and entrance area.
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RV ACTION LINE
TRAILER LIFE TO THE RESCUE

BATTLE OF THE BULGES
Unhappy with the way the side walls of their new trailer 

were behaving, two readers turned to RV Action Line for 

help in resolving their dilemma. They wrote:

» In March 2012, we bought a Skyline RV Mountain View 

239 travel trailer from RV Outlet Mall in Georgetown, 

Texas. Six months later, we noticed that in hot weather 

the sides of the trailer bulged, which broke the siding’s 

vacuum seal. We live in Texas, and heat here is inevitable. 

We took the Mountain View back to the dealership 

for repair in September 2012 and it remained at the 

dealership until December while they tried to duplicate the 

issue we were experiencing. Finally, we were told by the 

dealership that only one of the bulges would be fi xed and 

that Skyline RV would be sending materials to patch up 

the bulge. The travel trailer was repaired and returned to 

us on February 15, 2013.

It is now July and the siding that was repaired is again 

bulging. This time, the bulging does not look like it will go 

down. We should not have had this issue when the trailer 

was six months old and we should not be having it again 

at 17 months old, keeping in mind that the RV was out for 

repairs for a total of six months.

HAPPY CAMPERS
» We have read several letters in RV 

Action Line concerning RV manufac-

turers that refuse to stand behind 

their products or workmanship. 

We would like to tell you about our 

positive experience with Cedar Creek 

(a division of Forest River). 

We noticed the front cap on our 

fi fth-wheel was moving. When we 

contacted Cedar Creek, they agreed 

there was a manufacturing problem 

and told us to get it up to them as 

soon as possible. They said they 

would address this problem and to let 

them know if we had any other issues 

with our unit. 

We made a list of the minor 

problems we had with it and gave it 

to them when we dropped off our RV. 

They fi xed the cap problem, fi xed the 

items on our list and went through 

the unit with a fi ne-tooth comb and 

made everything right. 

Now for the amazing part: This 

was a three-year-old fi fth-wheel. We 

were expecting quite a large bill to 

compensate for the items on our list 

because the unit was out of warranty. 

After they spent several hours 

 RV Action Line is a forum for the resolution of confl icts between 

consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessories suppliers and service pro-

viders. After exhausting all other resources without success, please send a typed letter 

to RV Action Line, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, California 93001. Include copies of 

appropriate bills and correspondence as well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

TAKE ACTION »

Skyline Corp. has been nothing but great, unlike RV 

Outlet Mall, which we found to be uncooperative and 

unhelpful. Skyline is willing to pick up the travel trailer for 

repairs every time an issue with the siding happens, but 

we would like the RV permanently fi xed or replaced, or 

credit given, so we can replace it.

We usually RV on the weekends and this has rendered 

our RVing impossible.

Hana Qashu and Roel Garcia Jr., Round Rock, Texas

RV Action Line contacted Skyline Corp. on Qashu and 

Garcia’s behalf. Within two weeks, we received the 

following reply from Skyline. It read:

THE COMPANY RESPONDED

We are responding to RV Action Line’s letter in regard to 

some service issues that Hanu Qashu and Roel Garcia 

Jr. have experienced with their Mountain View 239 travel 

trailer. We have completed the repairs to this unit and it has 

been shipped back to RV Outlet Mall in Georgetown, Texas.

This trailer had been experiencing some heat 

expansion issues to the metal exterior on more than one 

occasion. We have reimbursed the customers’ expenses 

on this trailer for the months of November 2012 through 

February 2013. We again apologize to Qashu and Garcia 

for having to experience this problem.

Eddie Romines
Division Manager
Skyline RV — Texas Division
Mansfi eld, Texas

showing us what had been repaired 

and giving us a factory tour, we were 

ready to pay our bill and head for 

home. We asked what we owed and 

were told, “Absolutely nothing; is there 

anything else we can do for you?” We 

are now Cedar Creek customers for 

life and recommend this product to 

anyone thinking about a new RV.

Bill and Bev Smoot
Indianapolis, Indiana q

This trailer had been experiencing 
some heat expansion issues

to the metal exterior…

http://www.trailerlife.com
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by Len Cousineau

The Tide is Calling
Sugar-white beaches, wildlife spotting, swimming, boating
and fi shing lure people to this ever-changing paradise

THIS LAND: GULF ISLANDS NATIONAL SEASHORE, FLORIDA AND MISSISSIPPI

East Ship Island and West Ship Island in the Gulf Islands National Seashore were once a single island that was separated by Hurricane 
Camille in 1969.

DID YOU KNOW?

W ind and water have buffeted 

and washed over the granite 

of the Appalachian Mountains for 

millions of years, slowly but steadily 

scouring away the outer layer of 

rock. Rivers, streams and creeks 

have transported, and continue to 

transport, fi ne quartz toward the Gulf 

of Mexico. The stunningly beautiful 

white-sand beaches that today attract 

millions of visitors annually to Gulf 

Islands National Seashore in Mis-

sissippi and Florida continue to be 

transformed by the waxing and wan-

ing tides. This ever-changing land-

scape will likely make perfect sense 

to travelers who experience the dy-

namism and diversity of Gulf Islands 

National Seashore, since the region is 

vibrantly alive. 

As gorgeous as the seemingly 

endless sugar-white beaches are, 

however, they make up only one-third 

of the seashore’s area — the other 

two-thirds of the seashore being un-

derwater. Yet, potential visitors should 

not let the submerged nature of much 

of the seashore dissuade them from 

experiencing the region’s attractions. 

Atlantic bottlenose dolphins ply the 

water, gopher tortoises and red-eared 

sliders (semiaquatic turtles) sidle 

through the sand and numerous spe-

cies of birds allow birders to add to 

their life lists. 

The seashore consists of 12 units 

that exist in two districts that are 

about two hours apart. The Davis 

Bayou unit in the Mississippi District 

features ample fi shing and boating 

options, as well as biking and ranger-

led programs. Private boaters can 

access Horn Island, Petit Bois Island 

and East Ship Island year-round, and 

from March through October, visitors 

can access West Ship Island via a pas-

senger ferry based in Gulfport, Mis-

sissippi. In Ocean Springs, RVers can 

camp in Davis Bayou Campground 

(228-875-3962), which features 51 

sites, some of which can accommo-

date rigs up to 45 feet.

In the Florida District, visitors 

can swim, snorkel, fi sh, go boating, 
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explore sections of the 40-mile multi-

use loop trail or walk the historic 

Andrew Jackson Trail. Or spend your 

time exploring the region’s forts, 

which span a time period of nearly 

150 years, from the Spanish colonial 

Bateria De San Antonio to the World 

War II-era Battery 234. Fort Pickens 

Campground (850-934-2622) has 200 

sites up to 50 feet in length. q

Gulf Islands National Seashore
Florida: 850-934-2600

Mississippi: 228-875-9057

www.nps.gov/guis

Gopher tortoises dig burrows that provide 
shelter for many other animal species. 

http://www.nps.gov/guis
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Most motorhome bodies are made of 
multiple pieces of fiberglass that are 
joined together — and every joint is a 

potential leak or squeak.
Coach House is different. The Coach House® 

Platinum® and Platinum II® are constructed with 
a patented one-piece hand-laid fiberglass shell, 
reinforced with carbon fiber. The result is an 
RV that is quieter and more durable than one 
manufactured in the traditional way.

Our one-piece shell is more costly and diffi-
cult to make, but we wouldn’t have it any other 
way. Nor would our loyal customers, some of 
whom are now driving their fourth or even fifth 
Coach House! 

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, here 
are some of the other factors that make the 
downsized Platinum and Platinum II your best 
motorhome value:

motorhome in their class.

solid-surface countertops, porcelain toilets, 
commercial-grade carpet, name-brand ap-
pliances, 32-inch HDTV with Blu-Ray DVD 
player, and more.

chassis.

+
 Patented one-piece  

hand-laid fiberglass shell
The luxurious, easy-to-drive, 

Coach House Platinum

=
Nobody else manufactures a motorhome this way

681 

SARASOTA 
TAMPA 

FT. MYERS 
VENICE 

200 
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193 

LAUREL RD. 
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. Coach House offers you a better way to buy your next 

motorhome: direct from the factory. Get one-on-
one attention from courteous employees in a relaxed, 
pressure-free environment. See your Platinum being 
built in our plant. Receive a generous trade-in allowance 
for your current motorhome. Obtain on-the-spot 

your motorhome from the people who built it.

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT
I f you are an RV enthusiast — or just like to see how 

things are made — you will enjoy visiting the Coach 

any time during regular business hours to see the latest 
models on display in our spacious showroom. Guided 
factory tours are also available; please call ahead. Coach 

 

COACH HOUSE, INC.
VISIT US ONLINE AT www.coachhouserv.com · PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.

B U I L D I N G  A  B E T T E R  R E C R E A T I O N A L  V E H I C L E

http://www.coachhouserv.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


NEW HAMPSHIRE’S
AUTUMN MAGIC
Meandering through the Lakes Region in search of fall’s changing colors
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Wolfeboro, established in 1770, is the oldest summer resort in New Hampshire. 
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A 
common loon, startled by 

the sudden appearance 

of our pontoon boat as 

we enter a secluded 

cove, dives beneath the 

sparkling waters of Big Squam Lake. It 

resurfaces a mere 20 yards away, un-

concerned by our presence.

“Squam Lake, like a clock, stopped 

ticking 100 years ago,” the captain 

says, deftly piloting the vessel along 

the shoreline that’s fringed with sleepy 

cottages and trees displaying their 

splashy autumnal colors.

It’s easy to see what he means. The 

pristine 7-mile-long lake, best known 

as the stand-in for Golden Pond in the 

epic movie starring Henry Fonda and 

Katharine Hepburn, appears much as 

it did when On Golden Pond premiered 

in 1981. It’s the largest of the three 

lakes known as the Squam Lakes — 

Big Squam, Little Squam and White 

Oak Pond. There’s limited public boat 

access — ask a local where to fi nd it — 

so boat traffi c is light, leaving the lake a 

haven for nesting bald eagles and loons 

as well as summer residents.

“Over there is where they fi lmed the 

scene where the boat hits the rocks,” 

the captain points out, noting that the 

vintage 1951 mahogany Chris-Craft was 

so soundly built that the fi lm crew had 

to modify it to make it sink. We cruise 

past many of the set locations used in 

the movie including the cottage “owned” 

by Norman and Ethyl Thayer, the lead 

characters, as well as places like 

Chocorua Island, site of the fi rst boys’ 

resident summer camp in the country.

I booked my narrated Explore 

Squam cruise through the Squam 

Lakes Natural Science Center in 

Holderness, which has ample room to 

park RVs. It’s a quick walk from there 

to the dock adjacent to Walter’s Basin 

Restaurant, named for the elusive trout 

sought by Norman in the movie, the 

departure point for all of the science 

center’s cruises.

You can purchase a combination 

ticket for a lake cruise and trail pass for 

the center, which has a series of nature 

trails that loop through woods and 

wetlands. Everyone’s favorite, the Gephart 

Exhibit Trail, meanders past trailside 

enclosures of black bears, raptors, white-

tailed deer and other native wildlife. 

Throughout the day, you’ll also have a 

chance to meet these residents up close 

at hourly amphitheater shows.

My introduction to New Hampshire’s 

scenic Lakes Region came earlier in the 

day when I  stumbled upon Canterbury 

Shaker Village in the southern reaches 

of the area. This once-thriving Shaker 

settlement offers an intriguing glimpse 

into a long-ago lifestyle of a religious 

group that was both self-suffi cient 

and celibate. The latter was a primary 

reason that the order dwindled down to 

three members, all now living in Maine. 

article and photos by Lisa Halvorsen

(Above) Pumpkins line the walkways in front of the 
Moulton borough United Methodist Church. (Right) Weirs 
Beach on Lake Winnipesaukee is a popular stop in the 
Lakes Region in all seasons. 

http://www.trailerlife.com


their scenic shores. Fall foliage season, which generally 

lasts from late September through mid-October in this 

central region of New Hampshire, comes at the tail end of 

many campgrounds’ operating seasons. So be sure to check 

closing dates and book early to avoid disappointment as 

sites fi ll up quickly during this period. 

Bear’s Pine Woods Campground’s season extends into 

the end of October, making it a good choice for leaf peepers. 

It’s located in Moultonborough near Lake Winnipesaukee, 

the Granite State’s largest lake with 283 miles of shoreline. 

Danforth Bay Camping & RV Resort on the shores of 

Ossipee Lake is open year-round and has 300 large sites 

and a half-mile of lake frontage.

U.S. Route 3 takes me to Meredith, which collectors of 

the world-famous Annalee dolls know as the hometown of 

Barbara Annalee Davis, who created the fi rst dolls in the 

1930s. The outlet store on State Route 104 stocks timeless 

treasures as well as the latest in the product line, which has 

expanded to include mice, ornaments and numerous other 

items. It also has several museumlike displays chronicling 

the history of the company and the evolution of its products. 

Meredith’s newest attraction is the American Police 

Motorcycle Museum. It features three dozen motorcycles 

including an authentic police motorcycle from each decade, 

among them the restored 1976 motorcycle that led the 

police motorcade for Elvis Presley’s funeral. A 1941 Indian 

motorcycle designed for military use during World War II 

is on display, as are an assortment of police radios, police-

related children’s toys and other memorabilia. You also can 

view photos, newsreel clips and historic instructional fi lms 

on how to ride a motorcycle.

Continuing to Moultonborough, I detour on New Hamp- 

shire Route 171 to Castle in the Clouds, a mountaintop 

estate built in 1913-1914 for wealthy shoe manufacturer 

Thomas Plant and his wife Olive.

The main entrance road snakes up the mountain with 

pull-offs for short walks to waterfalls and sweeping vistas. 

“The Shakers were looking for heaven on earth,” in-

terpreter Cathy Currier explains as I enter the Dwelling 

House, which was built by the Shakers in 1793 and included 

sleeping rooms, a dining area and common rooms.

“They believed that God gave them the gift of time,” 

Currier says, “and that work was doing God’s work. Each 

person had only one job, so it’s not surprising that they 

became great inventors. The Shakers invented the fi rst 

washing machine here.”

The Dwelling House is the largest of the village’s 25 

historic buildings, each with a specifi c purpose as I discover 

as I wander through the laundry, infi rmary, syrup shop and 

other buildings on the 694-acre property. The village is a 

marvel of ingenuity, preserving the 200-year legacy of the 

Canterbury Shakers.

On this fall foliage jaunt I drive through traditional 

whitewashed New England villages and forests swathed 

in harvest colors and past farm stands laden with bright-

orange pumpkins, ruby-red apples and colorful mums. I 

travel past a handful of the region’s more than 270 lakes 

and ponds, many with RV campgrounds situated on or near 

The Lake Winnipesaukee scenic train
pulls into the station at Weirs Beach.

New Hampshire’s Autumn Magic

(Above left) Many dioramas at the Wright Museum in Wolfeboro,
including this depiction of a modern 1940s-era kitchen, tell the story 
of Americans at home during the World War II years. (Above middle) 
In the Laundry, built in 1795, visitors to Canterbury Shaker Village 
learn how the Shaker Sisters, following the Civil War, made and 
marketed specialty knitwear products. (Above right) Danforth Bay 
Camping & RV Resort offers sites for all size rigs and is open year-
round in the scenic Lakes Region of New Hampshire.
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The Squam Boat Livery has been owned and 
operated by the same family for more than a century.

While easily navigable by car, with an 

RV your best option is to take Ossipee 

Park Road instead. Look for the sign 

for the Castle Springs water bottling 

plant and follow this road to the main 

parking area.

From the Carriage House, catch the 

trolley to tour the 1914 Arts and Crafts-

style mansion. Plant designed the home 

himself and hired more than 1,000 

Italian stonemasons to hand-carve 

blocks of granite from the surround-

ing mountains for the exterior walls, a 

project that took more than two years. 

The house had many innovative features 

for its time, including a brine-cooled 

inside ice box, central vacuum system 

and clothes-drying chamber.

Once back on NH Route 171, I travel 

through the town of Ossipee, before 

jumping on NH Route 28 to Wolfeboro. 

An alternate route, State Highway 109, 

parallels Lake Winnipesaukee and goes 

through Melvin Village, a hamlet of 

Tuftonboro, and home to Melvin Village 

Texaco where restored vintage vehicles 

including a Texaco tanker and Yellow 

Checker Cab evoke memories for many 

of a simpler time. 

Wolfeboro is considered to be the 

oldest summer resort in the country. It 

was here that the nephew of then-Gov-

ernor John Wentworth built Kingswood 

by Lake Wentworth in 1770 — fi ve years 

before the American Revolutionary War.

I spend several hours at the Wright 

Museum in Wolfeboro, which celebrates 

the people and events of the World 

War II years. Interconnected galleries, 

each dedicated to a different year from 

1939-1945, are fi lled with items rep-

resentative of wartime America on the 

front and at home including apparel, ad-

vertisement signs and archival photos. 

There’s also an impressive collection 

of authentic military equipment and 

vehicles including a 42-ton Pershing 

tank and World War II Scout Car. 

The New Hampshire Boat Museum, 

just down the road, showcases antique 

and classic boats of all types and 

models along with photos, race trophies 

and other memorabilia related to 

Lake Winnipesaukee. I also stopped 

at Hampshire Pewter in Wolfeboro for 

the free guided tour to learn about the 

production process and observe the 

centuries-old method of hand-casting 

fi ne pewter.

The following morning I was off to 

Weirs Beach in Laconia. For decades 

it’s been a popular summer playground 

on Lake Winnipesaukee with its public 

beach, arcade, eateries, wooden 

boardwalk and Kellerhaus. The latter 

features homemade candies, including 

hand-made ribbon candy, and its famous 

ice cream buffet, all made from the 

original recipes developed by Otto Keller 

who launched the business in 1906.

It’s also the home port of the 

230-foot historic M/S Mount Washington 

that cruises to fi ve different ports of 

call, including Wolfeboro and Alton Bay, 

depending on the day of the week. The 

M/V Sophie C, the oldest fl oating post 

offi ce in the country, makes two mail 

runs daily (except Sundays) departing 

from Weirs Beach. Passengers are 

welcome on the two-hour trip to deliver 

mail to some of the islands.

The Winnipesaukee Scenic Railroad 

departs from Weirs Beach as well as 

Meredith for one-hour and two-hour 

round-trips along Lake Winnipesau-

kee’s shores. As I board the train, I 

promise myself that I will return again 

to experience the beauty and attractions 

of the Lakes Region in all its seasons. q

Visitors can tag along as the M/V Sophie C, 
the oldest fl oating post offi ce in the United 
States, delivers mail to Lake Winnipesaukee 
residents, a tradition dating back to 1892. 

For More Information
Lakes Region Association
603-286-8008, www.lakesregion.org

Bear’s Pine Woods Campground
This campground is on the access 

road to Lake Winnipesaukee and is 

surrounded by a 350-acre wildlife 

preserve. RV sites, electric, water, 

laundry, volleyball, bocce, horseshoes 

and pool. There’s even a 37-foot RV 

rental unit if you can’t bring your own!

603-253 6251, www.bearspinewoods 
 campground.com

Danforth Bay Camping & RV Resort
Located on 185 forested acres, this 

campground is big-rig friendly with wide 

roads and spacious, wooded campsites, 

three pools, recreation programs, a 

propane fi ll station, tennis and volleyball 

courts, and sandy beaches.

603-539-2069, www.danforthbay.com
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Arizona Snowbowl, 

Flagstaff, Arizona

ARIZONA
Seasonal Colors, Southwest Style 

Found in Flagstaff, Arizona 

For those who are hundreds of 

miles west of the Mississippi River, 

leaf peeping in renowned places like 

New Hampshire is hard to fi t in on a 

weekend. However, as a unique place 

to experience what many leaf peepers 

seek in an authentic fall season, 

Flagstaff (www.fl agstaffarizona.org/fall) 

is an ideal and frequently unexpected 

Southwest destination in autumn. 

FALL COLORS
AND FESTIVITIES

“Flagstaff experiences excellent fall 

conditions and is fortunate to have mild 

days with crisp cool nights and several 

areas with large stands of aspen, which 

glow golden for a few weeks,” advised 

Joanne Hudson, Public Relations 

Specialist for the Flagstaff Convention 

& Visitors Bureau. 

To experience the season at its 

most exhilarating conditions, visitors 

are encouraged to hit the trails at the 

around-8,000-foot elevation, where 

aspen trees give off a golden sunshine-

like glow.  

One popular fall attraction (through 

October 13, 2013) is to take the Scenic 

Chairlift Ride at the Arizona Snowbowl, 

where you are carried up to an 

elevation of 11,500 feet. From there 

you can see for more than 70 miles. In 

autumn, the peaks below have a golden 

patchwork of fall color mixed with the 

deep green of Ponderosa pine and 

conifer trees.

W
hile every now and then you’ll meet a solo RV traveler, the 

majority of us take part in the leisure travel that defi nes the 

RV lifestyle with our partners, family and friends. That said, for 

every RV traveler who wants to enjoy the drive to soak in fall colors this 

season, there’s another riding shotgun who’s just itching to get out and 

enjoy the festivities and happenings in local towns. We searched high 

and wide, from north to south and east to west to bring you these top 

10 unique fi nds we recommend you discover this fall that offer your RV-

traveling crew the best of both worlds: fall colors and fun festivals!

TOP 10 RV DESTINATIONS ACROSS AMERICA TO ENJOY THIS OCTOBER 
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Area RV parks include:

Black Barts RV Park, 928-774-1912, 

www.fl agstaffarizona.org/fl agstaff_

locations/black-barts-rv-park

J&H RV Park, 928-526-1829, 

www.fl agstaffrvparks.com

Woody Mountain Campground 

& RV Park, 800-732-7986, www

.woodymountaincampground.com

ARKANSAS
Midwest Fall Fun in Mountain View, 

Arkansas

Fall foliage is a good reason to 

hail to Mountain View, Arkansas, 

throughout the season — but that’s 

just the start when it comes to fi nding 

fun and adventure in this family 

friendly destination. At the beginning 

of October, visitors and locals alike 

can enjoy the Herb Harvest Festival 

(October 4-5, 2013); and at the end of 

the month, food is front and center 

for entertainment with the town’s 

31st Annual Arkansas BeanFest 

& Championship Outhouse Races 

(October 25-27, 2013), which features 

a bean and cornbread cook-off, 

“Parade of Outhouses” and “Outhouse 

Races,” music throughout the town’s 

Courthouse Square, a talent show, 

crafts and food. Information on both 

events is available at www.ozarkfolk

center.com/events. 

The area also boasts high-ad-

venture activities and destinations 

like Loco Ropes Treetop Adventure, 

Blanchard Springs Caverns (described 

as "one of the most extraordinary 

fi nds of the century" in Life magazine, 

located in the Ozark National Forest 

just north of Mountain View), and the 

hands-on Ozark craft and music-fi lled 

Young Pioneer Program. There are 

also opportunities to celebrate like a 

local in the “Folk Music Capital of the 

World” by bringing your instrument 

and joining in the pickin' sessions held 

every Saturday night at the Courthouse 

Square next to Pickin’ Park.

Area RV parks include:

Holiday Mountain Resort, 800-395-

7108, www.holidaymtnresort.com

Mountain View RV Park, 800-793-

3161, www.mountainview-rvpark.com

Ozark RV Park, 866-OZARK RV, 

www.ozarkrvpark.com

CALIFORNIA
Drinking in Fall Colors — Sonoma 

County Style  

Just 35 miles north of San 

Francisco, Petaluma serves as the 

gateway to Sonoma County's wine 

country, with October being an ideal 

time to visit for the season’s colors 

and festivities. It’s also the magical 

time of year known as the "crush," the 

culmination of the year-long process 

of growing wine grapes. Many wineries 

in the area host special events sur-

rounding their harvest. A popular 

Sonoma County fall event is the Tolay 

Fall Festival (held October 10-14, 

2013, and October 16-20, 2013). Held 

on a 1,769-acre regional park near 

Petaluma, the festival includes nature 

walks, a giant straw maze and pumpkin 

patch and ranger-led hayrides.

One well-known and highly rated 

RV facility is the San Francisco North/

Petaluma KOA, where many RVers 

make their home base for day trips 

article by Kathy Cabrera

to the dramatic Sonoma Coast, the 

majestic redwoods or wine tasting at 

one of Sonoma's 350 wineries.

Area RV parks include:

Napa Valley Expo RV Park, 707-253-

4900, ext. 102, www.napavalleyexpo

.com/f-rvs.html

San Francisco North/Petaluma 

KOA, 800-562-1233, http://koa.com/

campgrounds/san-francisco

Wine Country RV Park, 707-795-9333, 

www.winecountryrvparksonoma.com

COLORADO
Fall Nature Spectacular Found in Crisp 

Colorado Colors and Mountaintops 

While Colorado’s capitol building 

is known for its Beulah Red Marble, 

the state is also a much sought-after 

destination for color splendor found 

in its fall foliage. Leadville and the 

Twin Lakes area are two such notable 

sites to fi nd Colorado’s colors shining 

brightly during fall. RV travelers who 

take the Top of the Rockies National 

and State Scenic Byway will travel 

through both towns with a stunning 

view that only altitudes rarely falling 

below 9,000 feet can offer. Views 

include snowcapped mountains — 

The route along the Leadville Colorado & Southern Railroad

Fall Colors in Petaluma, California
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is the perfect event for celebrating the 

history and heritage of the West. It's a 

beautiful time of year here and there’s 

culture, fabulous food and entertain-

ment all weekend long. This one-of-a-

kind festival draws people from around 

the world — and they love it!” said Mary 

Austin Crofts, executive director of the 

Trailing of the Sheep Festival.

An RV park that is open year-round:

Meadows RV Park, 208-726-5445, 

www.themeadowsinketchum.com/rv

including the two highest peaks in 

Colorado — covered in patches of 

green, gold and fi ery orange, the 

largest glacial lake in the state, ghost 

towns and more. 

Leadville is one of Colorado's most 

historic and authentic mining towns. A 

70-square-block section of Downtown 

Leadville has been designated a 

National Historic Landmark District 

with Victorian architecture and many 

antique and specialty shops as well 

as great restaurants. It's also the 

highest elevation incorporated city in 

North America, with fresh alpine air 

and clean, cool water. The Leadville 

Colorado & Southern Railroad offers 

two-and-a-half hour trips through the 

Arkansas River Valley, which is a desti-

nation in itself for fall color. Twin Lakes 

and Turquoise Lake offer fi shing, hiking 

and national forest campgrounds. 

An RV park that is open year-round:

Leadville RV Corral, 719-486-3111, 

www.mountainrvpark.com/t-location.htm

IDAHO
Follow the “Fall Flock” to Idaho  

Visitors fl ocking to the Sun Valley, 

Idaho, area for its fall foliage and 

mountain scenery in October will fi nd 

themselves in very interesting company 

in the middle of the month with the 17th 

Annual Trailing of the Sheep Festival 

(October 10-13, 2013, www.trailing

ofthesheep.org) in nearby Wood River 

Valley. The event celebrates the 150-

plus-year tradition of moving sheep 

from mountain summer pastures south 

through the valley to traditional winter 

grazing and lambing areas. This annual 

migration provides an experience of 

Idaho living history.

“The Trailing of the Sheep Festival 

sociation and Ocean Spray and annually 

averages about 32,000 attendees who 

can learn about cranberry harvesting 

and enjoy food, rides and games. 

“This is a great festival for young 

and old,” said Linda Burke, vice 

president of marketing and communi-

cations for A.D. Makepeace Company. 

“We focus on the fun, but it’s educa-

tional as well. We guarantee that you 

will leave here knowing something 

about cranberries that you didn’t know 

before.”

Area RV parks include:

Bourne Scenic Park, 508-759-7873, 

www.bournescenicpark.com (open 

March 29-October 27)

Gateway to Cape Cod RV Park,

 877-570-2267, www.rvonthego.com/

massachusetts/gateway-to-cape-cod-

rv (open April 12-October 20)

Shady Acres Campground, 508-866-

4040, www.shadyacrescamping.com 

(open April 15-October 15)

OHIO
Wine and Covered Bridges Welcome 

Fall in Ashtabula County, Ohio

Fall foliage is a must-see in Ohio 

with October being the peak month for 

leaf peeping. For Midwest RVers with 

more than a little leaf peeping on their 

mind, an experience akin to one you 

may fi nd in California’s Napa Valley 

for wine country can be found in Ohio 

in Ashtabula County (which boasts the 

production of 65 percent of all Ohio 

grapes). Recom-

FALL COLORS AND FESTIVITIES

MASSACHUSETTS
Commemorate Columbus Day with 

Cranberries in Massachusetts 

Millions of leaf peepers pour into 

New England annually to see the 

region’s amazing changes of color. 

While en route to see the leaves 

change, RVers looking for a family 

friendly and unique event will fi nd both 

at the Cranberry Harvest Celebration. 

The festival takes place over Columbus 

Day weekend (October 12-13, 2013, 

www.cranberryharvest.org) at the 

A.D. Makepeace Company, a leading 

cranberry grower in Wareham, Massa-

chusetts. The festival is cosponsored by 

the Cape Cod Cranberry Growers’ As-

Smolen-Gulf Bridge, Ashtabula County, Ohio

Trailing of the Sheep Festival, Sun Valley, Idaho

Cranberry Harvest Celebration, 
Wareham, Massachusetts

(continued on page 28)
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GoodSamClub.com

2UPGRADE TO1 3

$2,000 VALUE!PURCHASE AN RV IN 2013
AND ENJOY YOUR VERY OWN GOOD SAM RV PACKAGE
RV must be purchased during 2013 calendar year. Not retroactive on previous RV purchase. 

ONE YEAR OF
Good Sam
Roadside
Assistance^

ONE YEAR OF
Good Sam
TravelAssist†

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES**:
Savings up to 30% at Camping 

   World SuperCenters Nationwide! 
FREE Annual 22-Point RV Inspection!
$1,000 in Money-Saving Coupons!
AND MUCH MORE!

ELITE STATUS!

RV CLEARANCE

HUNDREDS
OF RVS TO 

CHOOSE FROM

WE TAKE ALMOST 

ANYTHING
ON TRADE

LOW FINANCE RATES 

AVAILABLE

NEW 2013 Crossroads

ELEVATION 3612
Stk. #CHU74820   List Price $77,089 

$49,995*
OR $359/MO.^^

Based on 20% down @ 6.99% APR for 180 mos.

SAVE
$27,094

NEW 2012 Keystone

VIZION 3544
Stk. #DCW64788   List Price $75,230 

$45,995*
OR $329/MO.^^

Based on 20% down @ 6.99% APR for 180 mos.

SAVE
$29,235

NEW 2013 Heartland
PIONEER QB30

Stk. #CRV79299   List Price $26,135

$15,995*
OR $129/MO.^^

Based on 10% down @ 6.99% APR for 180 mos.

SAVE
$10,140

CWRVS.com  |  877-5-RV-CENTER

* Government fees, state taxes and dealer fees as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. (Not applicable in CA, OH 
or TX) Freight costs vary by state. Inventory and floorplans vary by location. ^^Payments to qualified buyers with approved credit and 
subject to lender terms.**See dealer for full program details. ^One year Good Sam Roadside Assistance included with every retail RV sold. 
Prior sales excluded. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and 
Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations 
set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure, which will be sent to you upon approval of your membership and is accessible at www.
goodsamroadside.com/mbbs. †Each RV purchase will receive a Good Sam TravelAssist Individual Membership. A Plan Description will be 
sent to you. Please read it carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions, and limitations. May not 
be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. Offer valid at any 
Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. Offers expire 10/10/13.                     FR025559-0713

NOW THRUOCT. 10TH!

http://www.goodsamroadside.com/mbbs
http://www.goodsamroadside.com/mbbs
http://cwrvs.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


INVENTORY RED
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST SEPT. 9t

CLUB SALE
$142 
 Reg. $177.99

C
A
02
53
56NOT A MEMBER? JOIN TODAY!

Visit any Camping World SuperCenter, call 1-800-626-5944 or log on to CampingWorld.com/GoodSam

SAVE MORE THAN EVER!

Extendable arms 
with no-slip grip

Collapsible Dish Drainer #54828 
Holds 8 plates up to 10" diameter. Uses  
2⁄3 less storage space! | Ship Wt. 2 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$2299

 Reg. $28.99

A
B
C

Body Spa RV  
Shower Kits 
Upgrade kit saves water 
while oxygen infusion 
revitalizes skin and hair. 
Guaranteed to never clog. 

Chrome #68322 
White #68324         
Brushed Nickel #68323

Ship Wt. 2 lbs.  

A

B

C

MAC Sports Recliner #58829 
Extra large frame with geared locking device for nearly unlimited 
reclining positions. Slide out the table to hold your drink or 
snacks. Table slides back under seat when not in use. Woven 
polyester seat is 171⁄2"W. 63"L fully reclined. | ° $33 $9 | 

250 lb. capacity

Handy 
side table

CLUB SALE

$5999 
 Reg. $129.99

MaxxAir® Roof Vent Cover, Translucent #1733 
Let Us Install It—Club SALE $16 | Ship Wt. 4 lbs. 

  
CLUB SALE

$2599 Reg. $35.59

71⁄2"L x 5"W x 41⁄2"H

Wheel Chock #56863 
Heavy-duty molded plastic with 
serrated surfaces for a sure grip.  
Ship Wt. 1 lb.

CLUB SALE

$388
 Reg. $6.29

Large footpads combat 
sinking & tilting

Heavy Duty King Pin 
Stabilizer #20307  
Stabilize the heaviest  
5th wheel from front- 
to-back and side-to-side 
movement. | ° $28 $9

STARTING AT  
CLUB SALE

$3299 
Reg. $46.99

Good Sam Jumbo Pillow #71202 
Ship Wt. 2 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$499

 Reg. $7.99

12" x 16"

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

50%

OFF
CL

U
B 

M
EM

BERS SAVE

35%

OFF

Collapses for storage
CL

U
B 

M
EM

BERS SAVE

$35
OFF

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

35%

OFF

Element® Grill #67692 
A roaring 8,000 BTU stainless steel 
burner fires up an unbeatable 350-
650° F. Offers 159 sq. in. of cast iron 
grill space. Uses disposable propane 
cylinders (sold separately).  
° $18 $9 | 

CLUB SALE

$ 10999 Reg. $169.99

Enamel-coated 
steel cooking grateCL

U
B 

M
EM

BERS SAVE

$60
OFF

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

UP
TO  25%

OFF

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

25%

OFF

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

20%

OFF

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   

http://campingworld.com
http://www.campingworld.com/goodsam
http://www.trailerlife.com


DUCTION SALE!
th THROUGH OCT. 3rd, 2013

Fold-In-Half Table #42495  
° $16 $9

CLUB SALE
$4949

 Reg. $82.29

37" sq. x 29"H

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

35%

OFF

Folds to  
suitcase size

Patriotic Chair #58374 | Ship Wt. 6 lbs. ea.

CLUB SALE

2 for $2199 
Reg. $17.79 ea.

Carry bag 
included

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

35%

OFF

225 lb. capacity

Clean Machine® Boot Scraper 

Spruce Green #71527   Cocoa #71528 
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. 

CLUB SALE
$ 599 

Reg. $14.99

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

60%

OFF
Cocoa

Spruce 
Green

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$55
OFF

Patio Set #49379
Table open is 48" x 26" x 28" | ° $33 $9

CLUB SALE
$11499

Reg. $169.99

Table folds to 
48" x 8" x 41⁄2"

Two zippered carry bags with 
shoulder strap included

Transport  
2 bikes  

of any size

A

B

XC Hitch or Bumper  
Mount Rack #49401 
Inserts into your 2" hitch receiver 
or attaches to your 4"- 41⁄2" square 
steel bumper. | ° $40 $9
XC Tow Mount Bike Rack #49402  
Fits over your 2" receiver bar.  
Club SALE $154.99 Reg. $214.99 
° $30 $9

A

B

CLUB SALE

$16499
  

    Reg. $222.99

CL
U

B 
M

EM
BERS SAVE

UP
TO  

$60
OFF

SAVE UP 
TO

60% OFF!

Wide padded 
Seat

Adventurer Six-Speed Folding Bike #70089 
20" tires on rugged alloy wheels. Wide, non-slip pedals for safety and 
comfort. Bike folds to 303⁄4"L x 171⁄2"W x 26"H. | ° $32 $9 | 

CLUB SALE

$ 14999  
Reg. $229.99

Quick release clamp on handle 
bars, seat post and frame

Adjusts for riders 
of any height

Hand brakes and 
easy shifting

STARTING AT  
CLUB SALE
$759 

Reg. $9.49

Elemonate™ Grey Water Tabs, 5-Pack #37792 

Bio-Pak® Enzyme Formula #27871   
Ten packets in resealable zip-top pouch.

Porta-Pak® Tank Deodorizer, 10-Pack #23913 

Porta-Pak® Lavender Scent Toss-ins, 10-Pack #69990

Ship Wt. 1 lb. ea.

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$80
OFF

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

20%

OFF D

To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL Product Protection Plan available

✦Catalog & Internet Only 

http://campingworld.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


FALL COLORS AND FESTIVITIES

mended stops 

on the Ohio Wine Country tour are the 

Ferrante Winery and Ristorante, where 

22 wines are paired perfectly with the 

restaurant's upscale dining menu, as 

well as Chalet Debonne Vineyards, the 

largest estate-winery in Ohio. Interest-

ingly, wineries pair well with covered 

bridges for local tourist activities. 

Visitors are invited by Ashtabula 

County to check out its 18 covered 

bridges, most of which are historic and 

renovated, during the annual Ashtabula 

County Covered Bridge Festival 

(October 12-13, 2013) or with a self-

guided driving tour. The tour includes 

the Smolen-Gulf Bridge, the longest 

covered bridge in the United States.

Area RV parks include:

Geneva State Park, open April to 

November, with a limited number of 

electric sites maintained for camping 

through the end of December, 440-466-

8400, http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/geneva

RV accommodations at Pyma tuning 

Adventure Resort, 888-226-8899, www

.pymatuningadventureresort.com. The 

campground is open year-round but 

nonmembers need to call fi ve days in 

advance for reservations.

SOUTH DAKOTA
Autumn Events Celebrate American 

Indian Culture and the Old West

With six national parks, 12 state 

parks and 42 recreation areas, RVers 

would be wise to make South Dakota 

a statewide series of destinations for 

the fall. Autumn scenery throughout 

the state includes yellow aspen, crisp 

red maple, sumac, oak, elm and ash 

trees. Some of the best scenic drives in 

the state include the Native American 

Scenic Byway, Peter Norbeck Scenic 

Byway, and Spearfi sh Canyon Scenic 

Byway, which travels along incredible 

limestone cliffs and the breathtaking 

Spearfi sh Canyon.

Adding to the state’s autumn fun 

are many events and festivals that 

celebrate the local culture. The Wild 

West Songwriters Festival in historic 

www.heartlandcampground.com

No Name City RV and Cabins, 605-

347-8891, www.nonamecity.com

Wyatt’s Hideaway Campground, 

605-892-0600, www.wyattshideaway.com

TENNESSEE
Fall Festivities in the Foothills of the 

Great Smoky Mountains 

RV travelers on the journey for 

good-old-fashioned seasonal fun 

will fi nd ample options in October by 

stopping in the foothills of the Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park. 

Beyond planning activities to enjoy the 

foliage within the most-visited national 

park itself, there are multiple destina-

tions in the foothills of the park to com-

memorate the season. 

The nearby town of Sevierville, 

Tennessee, hosts several events, 

including the annual Smoky Mountain 

Harvest Festival during the entire 

month of October. The festival is a 

celebration of autumn, with pumpkins, 

hay bales and fall themes to welcome 

visitors. Attractions in the area include 

zip lining, horseback riding, scenic 

helicopter tours and unique adventures 

like crossing America’s longest 

swinging bridge on the hour-long 

Swinging Bridge Adventure at Foxfi re 

Mountain (www.foxfi remountain.com). 

Another must-stop for RVers 

making the area a destination in 

October is the 150-acre theme park 

of Dollywood (www.dollywood.com) in 

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. Dollywood's 

National Southern Gospel & Harvest 

Celebration (October 2 to November 

2, 2013) features daily concerts 

Deadwood (October 10-13, 2013) com-

memorates the tradition of storytell-

ing through song with Deadwood’s 

Wild West history in mind. The 27th 

Annual Black Hills Powwow in Rapid 

City (October 11-13, 2013) is one of 

the premier American Indian cultural 

events in the country. The 

event brings together 

hundreds of dancers, 

singers and artists and 

thousands of spectators 

who come out to enjoy 

the indigenous song and 

dance.

Nearby RV parks open 

year-round include:

Heartland RV Park, 

866-HILLSRV (445-5778), 

Bridge Day, New River Gorge Bridge, Fayetteville, West Virginia

Spearfi sh Canyon, South Dakota
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Dollywood, Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

(continued from page 24)
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ODOR CONTROL

GUARANTEED UP TO

7 DAYS

DYNA-BACT#1 GREEN CHOICE

www.worldwidemonochem.com

100 % Biodegradable

B

 Water soluble pre-measured packet.

B

 Liquefies waste and breaks down tissue.

B

 Cleans tank parts.

B

 Time released ingredients work effectively
 for 7 days or longer.

B

 Custom selected bacteria strains and   
 special enzymes that fight odors naturally.

DYNA-BACT

 EXPERIENCE THE MONOCHEM

DIFFERENCE TODAY

throughout the park by Southern 

gospel's most popular artists, which 

are free with park admission.

There are a number of RV resorts 

open year-round in the area including:

Cove Creek RV Resort, 877-570-

2683, www.covecreekrvresort.com

Cove Mountain RV Park, 865-453-

1041, www.covemountainrvresort.com

Ripplin’ Waters Campground, 865-

453-4169, http://ripplinwatersrv.com

WEST VIRGINIA
Bridge Day Marks Peak of Leaf Peeping 

in Southern West Virginia 

The leaves in southern West 

Virginia typically peak around the end 

of September through the third week of 

October. While leaf peepers visit West 

Virginia parks and scenic byways to 

see the change of color, there are also 

a number of October festivals to keep 

tourists entertained, one of the larger 

ones being Bridge Day (October 19, 

2013, www.officialbridgeday.com), an 

annual event on the New River Gorge 

Bridge outside of Fayetteville, West 

Virginia. The attraction of Bridge Day is 

the “B.A.S.E. Jumpers” and rappellers 

who travel from all over the world to 

jump, be catapulted, or rappel the 876-

foot-tall single-span arch bridge.

"Bridge Day is one of the most 

exciting, breathtaking events in the 

state of West Virginia. The explosion of 

color on the West Virginia mountains 

is the perfect backdrop for viewing the 

B.A.S.E. jumpers taking a leap of faith 

off the New River Gorge Bridge," said 

Lisa Strader, social media coordinator 

for Visit Southern West Virginia. "It's 

also the only day the New River Gorge 

Bridge is open to pedestrian traffic."

RV-friendly resorts and camp-

grounds nearby include:

New River Campground, 304-632-

9821, www.newrivercampground.com 

(open March 1-October 31, some winter 

sites available by request)

New River Gorge Gateway Center 

Camping and RV Park, 304-574-1802

Rifrafters Campground, 304-574-

1065, www.rifrafters.com/rv-camping 

.html (open until October 31, only 12 RV 

sites) q
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W
e were humming “Is that the 

Chattanooga choo choo?” 

for weeks after our visit to 

this engaging city in southeastern 

Tennessee. It’s a perfect destination 

with activities ranging from kayaking 

to caverns, museums, Civil War battle-

fi elds, a vibrant art scene and a state-

of-the-art aquarium.

In the 1800s, Chattanooga was a 

Tennessee River railroad-riverboat 

transportation nexus. In the 1900s, 

it became an industrial city — dirty 

streets and dirty air — but today has 

reinvented itself as a fresh, lively and 

reasonably priced destination. Some 

fun facts about Chattanooga are that 

this is where MoonPies, the marshmal-

low sandwich treat, was created; where 

the tow truck was born; and where 

the world’s fi rst franchised Coca-Cola 

bottling plant was built.

CHERISHING 
CHATTANOOGA
In this storied town where once the river was wild 

and crisscrossing train tracks brought in locomotives, 
the “Scenic City” is now a top family destination

RIVER CITY
Many of today’s activities in Chatta-

nooga still involve the river. The famed 

Delta Queen, which plied the Missis-

sippi for 60 years, is now moored on 

the riverfront with tours, a restaurant, 

entertainment and unique stateroom 

lodgings. The paddle-wheeler Southern 

Belle provides dinner cruises and great 

nighttime views of the city on the rocky 

bluffs above the river.

article by Lynn and Glenn Pribus
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Then there’s the River Gorge 

Explorer, a hydrofoil catamaran, which 

offers cruises. Gloria, our naturalist 

narrator, pointed out everything from 

herons to historical spots and explained 

that the boat can go 55 mph, and while 

it draws 3 feet at dockside, it only draws 

8 inches on the water. 

Outdoor Chattanooga — the city’s 

recreation department — offers 

moderately priced outings that include 

kayaking instruction and guides for a 

paddle on the gently fl owing current. 

Other activities include bicycle rental, 

rock climbing and white-water rafting.   

OUTSTANDING ATTRACTIONS
The Tennessee Aquarium, with its 

prismlike rooftops, is consistently 

listed among the top 10 aquariums 

in the country. It features both the 

freshwater River Journey and the 

saltwater Ocean Journey, an IMAX 

theater, a butterfl y gallery, a rooftop 

aviary and a large turtle collection 

with an immense snapper that is 

estimated to be at least 100 years old. 

The penguins in their frigid exhibit are 

particularly drawn to shiny objects 

and sometimes interact with visitors 

through the glass — when they aren’t 

fi lching stones from each other’s nests, 

that is. Especially enchanting are the 

seahorse displays and a jellyfi sh exhibit 

called Jellies: Living Art. 

More than 150 volunteer scuba 

divers provide feeding and mainte-

nance throughout the aquarium and 

you can often spot one scrubbing away 

underwater. Neatest treat for us: hand-

feeding the suede-smooth manta rays. 

(Go early; when the shrimp allotment is 

gone, it’s gone.) 

The Chattanooga Zoo is green, 

shady and improved with a recent $12 

million renovation. Exhibits include 

jungle, swamp, desert and mountains, 

and notable attractions include snow 

leopards, red pandas and cotton-top 

tamarins (monkeys that weigh about 

a pound). Also great fun is a magical 

carousel featuring more than 30 hand-

carved animals representing rare and 

endangered species from around the 

world, and a vintage organ that dates 

back more than 100 years.

As an extended treat, we joined 

an extra-fee Behind-the-Scenes tour. 

“The animals come to the glass when 

they see the employees’ blue shirts,” 

explained Amanda, our personal guide.  

“When I don’t have my blue shirt on, 

there’s no response.” We got to feed 

the rather aloof camels and go inside 

the red pandas’ enclosure to hand-feed 

these appealing little creatures.

Since Chattanooga was a railroad 

center dating back to the 1800s and 

made famous by the Glenn Miller 

recording of “Chattanooga Choo Choo,” 

it’s worth checking out the historic 

terminal train station, open daily, that’s 

part of the Chattanooga Choo Choo 

hotel. The Tennessee Valley Railroad 

Museum offers a “moving museum” 

with 55-minute rides during the week 

on diesel locomotives and longer rides 

on weekends on steam locomotives.

A CITY OF ART
Parts of Chattanooga used to be 

a discouraging scene of decrepit 

warehouses and empty buildings. 

Now a number of artists and artisans 

make their home here. The reason? 

Chattanooga’s commitment to the 

arts refl ected in a program of grants 

(Right) Rock City, a family owned business, 
presents beautiful gardens among imposing 
natural rock structures.

At the Tennessee Aquarium, hand-feeding the manta rays (above left) is a highlight and (above right) volunteer scuba divers keep the tanks clean.
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NEARBY ACTIVITIES
The nation’s fi rst (and still largest) battlefi eld preserva-

tion is Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park 

that commemorates the battles that spelled the end of the 

Confederate dreams. There are Visitor Centers at both the 

Chickamauga and Lookout Mountain Battlefi eld sites with 

maps, exhibits, fi lms, interpreters and driving tours. 

Lookout Mountain, a short drive from the city, is also 

home to Ruby Falls, an impressive 145-foot waterfall deep 

from CreateHere, a local nonprofi t focused on art. Grants of 

up to $15,000 were given to individuals including painters, 

sculptors, breadmakers, craftsmen in wood and other artists 

and artisans. Their opening of numerous shops, galleries 

and art studios has created a diverse, affordable community 

with an energetic art vibe. Well over a half-million dollars 

was awarded between 2007 and 2011 and those dollars 

spurred innovation and artistry in the city. 

“I love Chattanooga,” one of the glassblowers at the Ignis 

Glass Studio told us. “They really go out of their way to attract 

artists. The city’s big enough for good restaurants, and it’s 

real affordable.” He paused to retrieve a blob of glass from 

the hot oven. “We make our art where we can afford to live 

and ship it to where people can afford to buy.”  

The Bluff View Art District along the river is the result of 

a remarkable rescue of some of the mansions of the wealthy 

industrialists of the early 1900s. One family bought many of 

these once-fi ne old mansions, then transformed them into art 

galleries, a bakery, bed-and-breakfasts and well-regarded 

eateries. A large outdoor sculpture garden adds to the charm.

Also on the bluff is the Hunter Museum, a dramatic 

complex overlooking the river. The modern additions are 

themselves works of art and the vibrant interior walls of 

burgundy, royal blue and deep green enhance art displays 

from many periods. There are interactive exhibits and 

activities as well.  
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within an extensive cavern system. 

A memorable Halloween treat is the 

Haunted Cavern at Ruby Falls. Although 

the self-guided tours through the 

caverns rack up as many as 10,000 

visits during October, the waits are 

not long and two dozen professional 

actors add to the spooky charm. (When 

the “statue” of the gypsy fortuneteller 

suddenly looked at us and spoke, we 

admit we jumped!) 

Rock City, a family owned business, 

presents beautiful gardens among 

imposing natural rock structures. The 

Swinging Bridge and raptor shows are 

visitor favorites. The Incline Railway, 

which bills itself as the world’s steepest 

passenger railroad, takes you to the top 

FIRST 
TIME  

VISITORS
$10*

 
2 NIGHTS

$250*
 

ANY ONE MONTH —  
OCT, NOV, or DEC

$1595*
 

4, 5, or 6 MONTHS

*Some Restrictions Apply.
Call or email for details.

Offer expires April 30, 2014

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN OWN?
 SUPER SIZE   
 SITES START AT

MAPS, RATES & DISCOUNTS 
www.desertgardensrvpark.com

INQUIRIES & RESERVATIONS
desertgardens@cgmaibox.com

$16,600

520-868-3800

All The Amenities You’d Expect  
At A Price You Can Afford.TRAILER LIFE

DIRECTORY

(Above far left) The Incline Railway on 
Lookout Mountain bills itself as the world’s 
steepest passenger railroad. (Above 
middle) The Chickamauga & Chattanooga 
National Military Park is the oldest and 
largest preserved battlefi eld in the country. 
(Above) A glass blower is one of many artists 
attracted to Chattanooga by a generous 
program of grants.

D
es

er
t 

G
ar

de
ns

 R
V 

P
ar

k,
 C

ir
cl

e 
1

1
6

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d

PHOTOS BY LYNN PRIBUS

October 2013  TRAILER LIFE  33

http://www.desertgardensrvpark.com
mailto:desertgardens@cgmaibox.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


34 October 2013 l MOTORHOME

http://www.goodsamesp.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


THE FAMED DELTA QUEEN, 
WHICH PLIED THE MISSISSIPPI 
FOR 60 YEARS, IS NOW MOORED 
ON THE RIVERFRONT. 

of Lookout Mountain and back again. (A combination ticket 

for all three is available.)

And for a very special treat, consider Lookout Mountain 

Hang Gliding. “Really fun,” exulted one 70-year-old visitor. 

“You fl y tandem with an experienced pilot so it’s very safe. 

I felt like an eagle.” Another adventure is the Ruby Falls 

ZIPstream. We were introduced to the exhilarating sport of 

zip-lining with progressively longer “zips” and we were told 

they’d taken “zippers” from 5 years old to some in their 80s.

Chattanooga is a great place to see with its history and 

many attractions. In fact, some folks come for a visit and then 

move there for good. q

CHERISHING CHATTANOOGA

The Holiday Trav-L-Park is on the site of a Civil War skirmish.
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IF YOU GO
Chattanooga prices are modest. In the downtown 

area, for example, free electric shuttles run every 5-7 

minutes connecting lodgings, the convention center, 

museums, art galleries, restaurants and the aquarium. 

You can park all day for $5-$9 (some charge more if you 

take up multiple spaces) in downtown lots adjacent to 

the shuttle terminals. 

For more information on the city, including guides to 

activities, attractions, dining and printable coupons, visit 

www.chattanoogafun.com. Call 800-322-3344 to receive 

a visitor guide by mail.

Holiday Trav-L-Park, 8 miles southeast toward the 

Chickamauga battlefi eld, is actually on the site of a Civil 

War skirmish. There is an historical marker and 170 

shaded campsites, most pull-through sites up to 70 feet. 

There are also camping cabins, a pool and playground, 

free Wi-Fi, a camp store, laundry, a handicapped-

accessible bathhouse and a dump station. 800-693-

2877, www.chattacamp.com 

Raccoon Mountain RV Park near Raccoon Mountain 

Caverns is about 5 miles west and offers 55-75-foot-

long pull-through sites, back-in sites, camping cabins, 

a bathhouse, pool and playground, laundry, free Wi-Fi 

at full-hookup sites and a dump station. 800-823-2267, 

www.raccoonmountain.com

Chattanooga Choo Choo (original train terminal), 

800-872-2529

Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum (train rides), 

423-894-8028, www.tvrail.com 
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Trailer Flex Air 
Suspension System 

replaces the leaf 
springs, improving 

towing, handling and 
ride quality

BOUNCE BE GONE
Standard suspensions on trailer 

and fifth-wheel chassis have 

looked the same since they 

first hit the road. Typical configura-

tions enlist leaf springs, shackles 

and equalizers to tie the axles to the 

frame. In the last few years, computer 

technology has helped raise the bar 

using sophisticated programs that 

have the capability of simulating the 

actual movement of components. This 

allows for detailed “testing” without 

the need of physically fabricating parts 

and running trial and error stints on the 

road. The result has been a number of 

advanced suspension components that 

improve ride and handling.

Thinking outside the box, two 

brothers from Canada, Dereck and 

Paul Legros, have invented an all-new 

air ride configuration for trailers that 

by Bill and Jenn Gehr

photos by Jenn Gehr

could very well set a new standard for 

trailer suspensions. The Trailer Flex 

Air Ride Suspension System is not 

just an add-on to the trailer’s existing 

suspension; it completely replaces the 

standard components and delivers an 

ideal ride height, under any payload, 

resulting in dramatically improved 

handling, increased safety and reduced 

driver fatigue.

A big benefit of an air ride 

suspension that works properly is the 

elimination of chucking, the front to rear 

motion that is commonly associated in 

part with traditional leaf spring sus-

pensions. The adjustable ride height 

provided by the Trailer Flex Air Ride 

allows for a more balanced attitude 

based on loading distribution and 

eliminates the side-to-side motion that 

often occurs with traditional leaf spring 

36  TRAILER LIFE  October 2013   

http://www.trailerlife.com


AUTO PROGRAM

Learn more at GoodSamClub.com/auto 
Not a Good Sam Club Member? Join today!  

Visit GoodSamClub.com/join or call 1-866-205-7452

Join the fun on Facebook!

GSC25293 

NEW!

Receive up-front, pre-arranged  
discounted prices—GUARANTEED*

Simple Steps

1.   Find the car, truck, or SUV  
you want

2.    We’ll connect you with  
our dealer specialist— 
no negotiations needed

3.   Save on your purchase  
or lease!

*Certain vehicles may be excluded from the program

Buying? Selling?

Simple Steps

1.   Get a quote for your car, 
truck, or SUV—online, on 
the phone or in person

2.    Bring your vehicle to one  
of our locations

3.   Sell your vehicle quickly  
and easily

Sell any make, model and year—
even if financed or leased
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suspensions. Once the driver experiences the im-

provement realized by the advanced Trailer Flex 

design, he/she will never look back. 

Trailer Flex’s patented Air Ride Suspension 

kit includes four heavy-duty commercial air bags 

and four hydraulic shocks designed to bolt on to 

the trailer’s existing spring hangers. In addition, 

the air compressor and 5-gallon air storage tank 

allow the user to control the inflation of the air 

bags via the automatic leveling valve that mounts 

conveniently between the trailer’s two axles.

In the event of an air bag failure, the Trailer 

Flex kit includes individual shut-off valves for each 

air bag, allowing the operating air bags to remain 

inflated. These air bags are similar to those used 

in commercial trucks, incorporating an internal 

bump stop for each bag that allows the trailer to 

be towed without air in the bags.  

Trailer Flex also designed the air ride system 

with an air dump valve so that all four air bags can 

(1 and 2) Begin the installation process by removing 
all parts from the existing trailer axles for reuse on 
the Trailer Flex Air Ride Suspension System. 

Bounce Be Gone
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TM.

And we wouldn’t have it any other way. For increased stability, better brake 
effectiveness, improved ride quality and an overall safer drive, choose 
professional-grade Ride-RiteTM Air Helper Springs, only from Firestone.

VISIT FIRESTONEIP.COM/RIDERITE 
OR CALL 1-800-247-4337 FOR THE DEALER NEAREST YOU.

facebook.com/firestoneriderite twitter.com/rideriteair

be deflated at once. Users even have the option 

of dumping the air on one side of the trailer for 

leveling purposes.

Another feature of the Trailer Flex system is 

the air storage tank that is automatically filled by 

the on-board air compressor. This permanently 

mounted air tank also offers the ability to inflate 

the tow vehicle and trailer tires with a side-

mounted quick-disconnect fitting. All the owner 

has to do is purchase an air hose and an air chuck 

to reach the tires.

The Trailer Flex air-leveling valve is adjustable 

and gives you the option of varying the ride height 

depending on the trailer’s weight when loaded for 

a trip. If you have a toy-hauler, for instance, the 

weight can vary by several thousand pounds from 

empty to fully loaded.

Painstaking work went into the design of the 

Trailer Flex suspension. A fact worth noting is that 

the system was meticulously tested at the Bosch 

(3) Remove the axles and leaf springs prior to prepping 
the spring hangers for the new system. (4) Trailer Flex 
assembly is raised into place using a floor jack.
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Test Facility in Michigan and has undergone a 

1,000-mile durability test that resulted in no 

issues or problems. A clear report is even more 

impressive when considering Bosch’s rigorous 

testing methods.

Prior to installation, the distance from the 

ground to the bottom edge of a side molding 

on the outside of the trailer was measured. 

The new suspension was installed on a 36-foot 

fifth-wheel that measured 9 inches lower at the 

rear than at the front when attached to a four-

wheel-drive Ford F-350 dually truck. Ideally, the 

traveling attitude of the fifth-wheel should be as 

close to level as possible, something the Trailer 

Flex components were designed to do.

 With the trailer on frame jack stands, the 

tires and wheels, axles and leaf springs were 

removed. The test trailer had disc brakes, so 

the calipers were removed and tied up to the 

frame. For electric brakes, simply mark and 

cut the wires. Next, all the parts from the axles 

were transferred to the Trailer Flex assembly. 

Using two floor jacks, the Trailer Flex assembly 

was raised into the existing spring hangers 

and bolted into place. The final steps included 

mounting the air storage tank, compressor, 

leveling valve assembly, and all valves and air 

lines onto the Trailer Flex assembly. Each trailer 

install will be slightly different, and in this case 

the compressor on/off switch was mounted 

near the batteries, the air pressure switch was 

installed next to the on/off switch and the wiring 

was routed to the compressor.

After double-checking the installation, an 

angle iron cross member was welded from 

one side to the other near the axles. Tires and 

wheels were reinstalled and the jack stands 

were removed before lowering the trailer to the 

ground.

The first step in activating the Trailer Flex 

Air Ride Suspension System is to turn on the 

compressor and fill the air bags and storage 

tank. Keeping a close eye on the ride height, the 

level control valve is adjusted so the air bags 

settled with 1  inches of clearance above the 

(5) The Trailer Flex system utilizes a larger- 
diameter bolt in the spring hangers, so the existing 
holes will need to be drilled out. (6) Start the  
installation of the Trailer Flex axles by bolting the 
axle assembly to the front spring hanger. (7) Install 
the supplied shock absorbers prior to bolting the 
rear of the axle assembly to the center spring hanger. 
(8) A quality air pressure gauge and individual  
shut-off valves provide a clever and convenient 
operating system. 

Bounce Be Gone 5
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bottom plate. Make sure to check for air leaks at all fittings prior 

to preparing to hitching up for a test ride. A test drive should be 

performed before making final ride height adjustments.

To begin the test drive, we pulled out of the driveway at 

Transwest Truck, Trailer, RV of Frederick, Colorado, choosing 

an off-camber departure in a deliberate effort to create some 

serious rocking motion in the trailer. It was clear that the Trailer 

Flex Air Ride was doing its job because we could barely feel any 

disturbance inside the cab of the truck. Out on Interstate 25, the 

bridge abutments are harsh and can really take a toll on a trailer’s 

leaf spring suspension as well the driver’s overall comfort. What 

normally produced a violent chucking motion was reduced to a 

fraction of the intensity. In addition, the side-to-side movement 

of the trailer from uneven pavement was virtually eliminated, 

creating a much more pleasurable driving experience. The 

increased stability prevented the axles from hopping during hard 

braking, decreasing the distance required to bring the fifth-wheel 

to a complete stop.

With the road test completed, we pulled back into the 

Transwest facility to make the final adjustments to the level control 

valve. From a visual standpoint, it was obvious that the fifth-wheel 

was sitting on the truck at a near level attitude. A final measure-

ment confirmed that the trailer was only 1 inch lower in the rear 

than the front — a great improvement from where we started.

The Trailer Flex Air Ride Suspension System is top-of-the-line 

and assembled with high quality parts; the suspension is mainte-

nance free. The single axle kit is $1,500; the tandem kit is $2,900. 

Owners have the option of using the stock axles or ordering new 

axles with the kit. For the fifth-wheel tested, the 7,000-pound 

tandem axle kit retails for $3,700. Prices for the kit will vary 

depending on the size of the axles. The installation time should 

run around five to six hours.

All kits are protected by a limited three-year warranty. The 

Trailer Flex can be shipped anywhere and can be installed by any 

qualified mechanic or technician. All parts, hardware and detailed 

instructions are included to complete the installation.

Trailer Flex’s air suspension is a far cry from riding on leaf 

springs. The improvement in ride comfort, handling and safety is 

light years ahead of the standard setup and your trailer will thank 

you for smoothing out the bumps. q

Autoflex Air Ride Suspension 

807-623-0590, www.autoflexsuspensions.com 

Transwest Truck, Trailer, RV 
800-909-7071, www.transwest.com/frederick

(9) The heavy-duty Firestone Air Bags are the exact same as used on major 
transport trucks and are the heart of the Trailer Flex Air Ride Suspension 
System. (10) Trailer Flex uses a high-quality air compressor made by Viair 
and a 5-gallon air storage tank that can also be used to fill truck and trailer 
tires. (11) The auto leveling valve is unique to the Trailer Flex Air Ride  
Suspension System and automatically maintains the proper ride height. 
(12) With the installation complete, double-check all air connections and 
bolts prior to reinstallation of the tires and wheels.  

Bounce Be Gone 9
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article and photos by Bob Livingston

Torklift’s Power 
Armor aluminum 
box dresses up 
the front of any 
trailer while 
making battery
theft much
more diffi cult

B
atteries are commonly mounted on trailer A-frames in plastic 

boxes that are strapped to a couple of lateral channels. While 

this type of battery storage technically gets the job done, 

there are a few drawbacks that make this type of system less than 

optimum. First, the batteries are mounted in individual boxes, 

making access for service more time consuming. Second, the boxes 

and lids are held in place with chintzy nylon straps with a locking 

buckle that’s less than secure. And third, the batteries, which are 

not inexpensive, are easy targets for thieves.

Torklift International, a longtime supplier of RV accessories for 

the towing and pickup camper crowd, has a better idea. Called the 

Power Armor, this heavy gauge diamond plate aluminum box bolts to 

the trailer A-frame and is designed to handle two batteries. Boxes are 

certainly not unique, but the Power Armor counterpart has a number 

of features that make it a superb alternative to plastic battery boxes.

The sliding lid makes the box suitable for snug fi ts between 

the LP-gas cylinders and front of the trailer. If the lid were hinged, 

a lot more clearance would be necessary — and there’s potential 

for damage to the front skin of the trailer if the hinge/lid rubs when 

(Above left) Torklift Power Armor mounts nicely in the same space formerly 
occupied by the plastic boxes (left) used to house two batteries. In this case, 
the diamond-plate fi nish complements the rock guard applied to the front of 
a Lance 2185 travel trailer.
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opened and closed. We mounted the box on a Lance trailer that 

had little real estate behind the LP-gas cylinders — accom-

modating the very tight fi t for the stock plastic battery boxes.

Once the A-frame was stripped of the original boxes and 

batteries, and the wires secured, measurements were taken 

to cut the 1-inch channel iron that was used to mount the 

Power Armor box. These lengths of channel iron were painted 

and bolted to the A-frame. From here, the -inch self-drilling 

screws and washers were used to mount the box to the fabri-

cated channel iron frame. Since we were mounting the new 

box directly over the spare tire, access was limited, so we 

threaded the nylon battery hold-down straps through the slots 

in the box’s bottom before bolting to the channel-iron frame.

Loading the batteries is simple and there’s a hole 

pro vided for routing the wires. The box is metal and 

conductive, so it’s important to use care when hooking up the 

wires and terminals to the batteries. Two sizes of boxes are 

available: one for group 24 and 27 batteries and one for 6-volt 

golf cart batteries. The only dimension change is the height 

since golf batteries are a little taller.

The sliding lid provides clear access to both batteries 

and works fairly smoothly; nothing complicated here and no 

hardware to deal with. The lid is ventilated so battery gassing 

can dissipate rapidly. When closed, the lid can be locked to 

the box using a pin lock that’s provided with the kit.

Obviously, the boxes are designed for batteries, but the 

company will also build custom versions for other purposes. 

For example, Torklift built a box for us to hold a 1,000-watt 

Yamaha generator and 2 -gallon gas container. It was easily 

mounted on the back of a pickup camper, but could also be 

positioned in a truck bed or other similar locations.

Owners can opt for the standard chrome fi nish or the 

same diamond plate texture with a powder-coated black 

fi nish, and other colors are available. Power Armor boxes for 

12-volt batteries have an MSRP of $251.86; the 6-volt battery 

version goes for $272.85. Add $42 for the powder coating. 

Pricing on custom boxes is handled on an individual basis.

Regardless of the fi nish, the diamond plate Power Armor 

box is light, easy to install, good looking and, most of all, a 

great hedge against battery theft. q

Torklift, 800-246-8132, www.torklift.com

(Aove left to right) One-inch channel iron is cut to size and placed on the A-frame over the spare tire. Once bolted in place the box is set in the 
channel iron and secured using ¾-inch self-drilling screws.

(Below left to right) Box is designed to hold two group 24 or 27 batteries, which are held in place using nylon straps. Wires are routed through a 
hole in the back of the box; grommet prevents wire chafi ng. Sliding lid opens completely so the batteries can be accessed without obstructions; 
ventilation allows gasses to dissipate.
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RESTORING AN OLD 
FRIEND, PART XIII

article and photos by Gary Wescott

Mission accomplished! Adding the fi nal touches to the project Terry travel trailer

M
any readers will remember the lengthy 12-part series 

called Restoring an Old Friend. In our case, this was 

a 1981 24-foot Terry travel trailer, which had been 

our introduction to RVing. It was a big jump from car and 

tent camping, but people’s lives change. Our Old Friend sat 

in a storage lot for $35 a month, patiently waiting for its next 

adventure. That’s when we decided to bring it back to life, and 

as it turned out, the recreation vehicle aftermarket had all 

the parts and pieces we needed. Rather than do major con-

struction, we chose to do minor fi x ups. After many months, 

just a few last-minute touch ups were needed.

New carpet was on our short list. Finding a color and style 

that we liked was pretty easy. We ordered the exact amount 

we needed and a local carpet installer did the work. The old 

hinges and latches on the cabinet doors had tarnished and 

fi nding replacements was a problem. After taking careful 

measurements, we sent them to JR Products, which had the 

answer in its huge inventory of knobs, hinges and latches.

(Above left) Simple Green, a little elbow grease and a pressure washer made the Levolor blinds look like new. (Above middle) Installing new 
carpet was best done by someone with the right tools and experience. (Above right) After a little TLC our old Terry is ready for more adventures!
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Our 1981 Terry travel  trailer is back on the road and everyone is happy. 
(Above left) Later, while relaxing in camp and enjoying the clean air, we had 
to wonder why we’d waited so long to bring this Old Friend back to life.

We had installed Levolor blinds years ago, long before 

blinds became standard in RVs. They were badly in need of a 

good cleaning. It turned out that having them professionally 

cleaned was almost as expensive as having them replaced. 

The solution was to hang them on a fence outside and with a 

brush, a little Simple Green and a power washer set on low 

pressure, they came out almost like new.

Nearly 30 years of sun had taken its toll on the rounded 

corners of the Terry trailer. To our surprise, Sierra Engineering 

Co. in Tollhouse, California, had exact replacements. Browns 

Valley Performance & RV Center is one of those shops that 

can fi x or repair just about anything. It made quick work

of replacing the cracked corners. 

Had we missed anything? There were many changes 

we considered. We could have added a fl at-screen TV and 

a microwave, but that would’ve gone beyond our goal of 

restoring our Old Friend. The real test for us was hooking it 

up and taking a little trip into the mountains to an RV park we 

had camped at many times. The old Terry trailer towed like a 

dream. I kept checking in my mirror to see if it was still there. 

Relaxing in camp and enjoying the clean, fresh air, we had to 

wonder why we had waited so long to bring this Old Friend 

back to life. q

Browns Valley Performance & RV Center
530-742-2594, www.bvrv.com

JR Products
800-269-7622, www.jrprvinc.com 

Sierra Engineering Co. Inc.
888-743-7727, www.rvpartssierra.com 
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Eclipse Milan 

The Milan’s toy-hauler heritage is evident in the trailer’s bold graphics and rugged stance. 
The optional electric awning is a sneak peek of the luxury found within. (Top) The decent-size bedroom 
has its own entry door and features mirrored, hanging wardrobes and an integrated fabric headboard.

Eclipse RV knows toy haulers. 

The Riverside, California-based 

manufacturer is perhaps best 

known for its Attitude line of SURVs, 

which is one of the top-selling toy-

hauler lines on the market today. So, 

when I had the chance to check out 

the Eclipse Milan T27RLSG, I was par-

ticularly interested in seeing how the 

manufacturer’s success in SURVs has 

translated into the execution of a con-

ventional travel trailer.

Outside, you can defi nitely see 

shades of the Milan’s toy-hauling 

cousins. The chrome rims, laminated 

fi berglass side walls and especially 

the large decals on its skin are ex-

actly what you’d expect to see on a toy 

WALK-THROUGH: ECLIPSE RV MILAN T27RLSG

Rear-lounge, dual-entry T27RLSG travel trailer combines 
aggressive exterior styling with a fully appointed interior

hauler. But Eclipse has managed to 

tone down the overall look to some-

thing more of a “refi ned” aggression. 

The trailer featured has the optional 

electric awning ($327), ladder with a 

walk-on roof ($363), a Swing-A-Way 
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article by Kristopher Bunker  photos by Scott Hirko

There’s plenty of room for entertaining in the Milan, with a jackknife sofa, large U-shaped 
dinette and two swivel rockers in the rear lounge.

swivel-rockers with a small end table 

for magazines and the like. The large 

street-side slide houses a jackknife 

sofa for three and a spacious U-shaped 

dinette that easily accommodated our 

crew. Two cavernous drawers are 

located beneath the dinette, which is 

a great use of what is typically dead 

space. The galley features a solid-sur-

face countertop ($943), three-burner 

stove, microwave, dual-basin sink and, 

surprisingly, an entertainment center. 

The 26-inch LED TV ($363) and DVD/

CD/AM/FM/MP3 head unit are located 

in a cabinet next to the refrigerator, 

a confi guration that is necessary in 

a trailer this size, but unfortunately 

means there is no dedicated pantry. 

There are plenty of overhead cabinets 

and drawers in the galley, so stocking

up on foodstuffs shouldn’t be a prob-

lem. All seating locations offer good 

viewing of the TV, but be sure not to 

lose the remote in the cushions be-

cause the mounting bracket for the 

TV makes it impossible to reach the 

manual controls. And, yes, we learned 

that the hard way.

A few steps down the hall brings 

you to the bathroom. The room itself 

is a decent size, and again Eclipse has 

done a good job at maximizing space. 

Although the shower was a stretch for 

my frame, the skylight ($94) helped with 

headroom. The enclosure offers several 

grab handle for the front entry ($95) 

and a spare tire/carrier ($210), all of 

which are smart upgrades for the 

money. Another smart upgrade is opt-

ing for a larger freshwater tank: $218 

will almost double the tank’s capacity to 

100 gallons, which is perfect for boon-

docking and perhaps another nod to the 

trailer’s SURV heritage. I was pleasantly 

surprised to fi nd a battery-disconnect 

switch near the A-frame; that’s a con-

venient feature that needs to catch on 

with more manufacturers.

For hooking up in camp, the shore-

power cord and city-water hookups 

are located at the rear of the trailer, 

while the sewer connection/dump valve 

is located streetside near the front. 

This confi guration takes some getting 

used to, as the hook-ups are far apart, 

meaning you need to plan the trailer’s 

positioning accordingly. The black-tank 

fl ush ($65) helps tremendously with 

clean-up duty.

Stepping up into the rear entry 

door of the Milan, the toy-hauler com-

parisons all but vanish, as this trailer 

defi nitely leans toward luxury rather 

than adventure. The walnut raised-

panel cabinet doors look great with 

the brushed-aluminum hardware on 

the cabinets and drawers, and the 

darker, rustic vinyl fl ooring looks like 

posh wood planking at fi rst glance. The 

rear lounge features two removable 
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Eclipse RV,  951-684-6868, www.eclipservmfg.com 
Circle 129 on Reader Service Card.

Exterior length 31’ 4”

Exterior width 8’

Interior height 6’ 6”

Freshwater cap. 56 gal./100 gal. option

Black-/gray-water cap. 40 gal./40 gal.

LP-gas cap. 14 gal.

Hitch weight 880 lbs.

GVWR 9,000 lbs.

MSRP $33,614

QUICK INFO

shelves for soap, shampoo and other 

toiletries, which is much appreciated 

when traveling with a family of fi ve. The 

porcelain toilet is properly positioned 

so users don’t get claustrophobic when 

heeding the call. There are two entry 

doors into the lav, one accessible from 

the hall and the other from the bedroom 

area. Communication is key to avoid any 

embarrassing mishaps.

The bedroom area can be sectioned 

off using an accordion fabric door. I’d 

defi nitely appreciate a better-quality 

(Above) The solid-surface countertop and hardwood cabinet doors offer a touch 
of elegance. The location of the entertainment center means there’s no dedicated 
pantry area in the galley. (Right) The dual-entry bathroom is spacious enough; the 
skylight above the shower really opens things up for taller RVers.

divider, but it did the trick. The queen 

bed is fl anked on each side by a mirrored, 

hanging wardrobe and drawer, and the 

integrated fabric headboard is a nice 

touch. There’s a good amount of stor-

age space under the bed; I’d suggest 

fi lling it with an egg crate or additional 

padding for the mattress, which was 

downright fl imsy and uncomfortable.

By including a second entry door 

on the Milan, Eclipse has solved two 

common problems. One, owners don’t 

have to track dirt through the entire 

trailer to use the bathroom because it’s 

contained within the bedroom; and two, 

owners are afforded access to the lav 

when the slide isn’t deployed, making 

pit stops on the road much more enjoy-

able…and cleaner.

Overall, the Milan is family friendly 

and ready for entertaining; it has the 

features that cater to just about any 

type of RVer. And Eclipse managed to 

blend them all together successfully, 

with a variety of standard and optional 

features that make it apparent that the 

company knows conventional trailers 

as well. q

Thank you to Ventura Ranch KOA in 

Santa Paula, California, for its hospitality 

during our photo shoot and review.

WALK-THROUGH: ECLIPSE RV MILAN T27RLSG
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I understand that I have no obligation to
pay for the NO-COST $5,000.00
Transportation Accident protection for me
and my spouse.  This complimentary
coverage begins on the first of the month
after this Confirmation Form is received by
the Plan Administrator and remains in force
for the rest of my life as long as I remain a
Good Sam member and the master policy
stays in force.

I understand my additional coverage will
become effective the first of the month
following receipt of this Confirmation Form
and the first premium payment during my
lifetime for accidents occurring after the
effective date stated in my certificate.  I
understand that I am eligible to activate
these coverages as long as I and my
spouse are under age 70.

*Benefits paid for covered fatal accidents, hospital stays or ER visits resulting from
Travel Accidents only.

LL#26151372       32831       ©2013 AGIA Policy Form #: MZ0926217H000A

Rates include a $3 administrative fee. For your convenience future
premiums will be billed quarterly.

Good Sam Life & Health Solutions — 1-866-331-0165

Underwritten by:

(Cedar Rapids, IA)
a Transamerica Company

Pays cash benefits if you fall victim to a fatal covered accident  . . . . . . .$5,000.00
Pays cash benefits for hospital stays  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$100.00 a day
Pays cash benefits for emergency room visits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00 per visit
Pays if you’re traveling in your RV or staying at a campground*  . . . . . . . . . . .YES
Pays if you’re traveling for work or day-to-day activities*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .YES
Pays if you’re traveling in your own car*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .YES

Up to $100,000.00 Cash Benefit + Up To $250.00 A Day For Hospital Stays + Up To $100.00 For Each ER Visit
offered to Good Sam Members at an affordable group rate.

Whether on the go in your RV, Trailer or
5th Wheel — or just driving around
town in your car — Good Sam wants to
make sure that our Members are
protected. That is why we are providing
$5,000 in No-Cost Transportation
Accident coverage. This Members’ Only
coverage provides real benefits to help
protect you if something should go
wrong on the road or around the corner.

visit
www.GSCInsurance.com/trailerlife

Administered by:

A.G.I.A., Inc.
P.O. Box 26840
Phoenix, AZ 85068-9960

GOOD SAM MEMBER BENEFIT CONFIRMATION
To confirm Your NO-COST Transportation
Accident Coverage or to expand to
$100,000.00 additional coverage visit
www.GSCInsurance.com/trailerlife
Please see the website for details on coverage, exclusions and limitations.

Monthly Rates 
For Good Sam Members

Member Only
$10.50

Member & Spouse
$14.25

35¢ a day 48¢ a day

http://www.GSCInsurance.com/trailerlife
http://www.GSCInsurance.com/trailerlife
http://www.trailerlife.com


Proper selection and maintenance of smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors are critical for safe RV living

part from on-the-road 
hazards and in-camp mishaps, trailer 

owners need to be especially vigilant 

when dealing with two potential dangers: fi re 

and carbon monoxide (CO). These dangers can 

be avoided with smoke and CO detectors. The 

units are relatively inexpensive and very easy to 

maintain.

In order to select the detectors that are best 

suited for your needs and those of your RV, it’s 

important to understand the risks of fi re and 

carbon monoxide. To that end, we spoke with 

George “Mac” McCoy, an avid RVer who not only 

served in the fi re service for 33-plus years, but 

also holds a bachelor’s degree in fi re science and 

a master’s degree in fi re administration. For more 

than 13 years, Mac has taught fi re and CO safety 

and education at RV rallies across the country, 

and is known within the community as “The Fire 

Guy” (www.macthefi reguy.com).

by Kristopher Bunker
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SAFETY TIP

Playing With Fire
Chances are great that you will 

never experience a fi re in your RV. 

But it’s important to understand the 

factors that could potentially lead to 

a hazardous situation, much like the 

precautions you take in your garage, at 

your workplace or even in the kitchen 

at home. The more you know about the 

absolute worst-case scenario, the more 

you can enjoy the good times. 

The best way to combat fi res in 

an RV is through awareness. And the 

simplest way to cut your risks is to 

install a smoke detector. But not just 

any detector, McCoy cautioned.

“RVers need a dual-sensor 

detector, which means it uses 

ionization and photoelectric tech-

nologies,” he said. “Ionization is just 

particles of combustion, which is what 

we get out of a toaster or a frying pan. 

The other part is photoelectric; if there 

is an electrical short, the ionization 

sensor won’t pick it up. For instance, if 

you have a smoldering refrigerator fi re, 

the ionization won’t pick it up because 

it’s the wrong type of smoke.” Although 

not designed specifi cally for RVs, 

McCoy recommends the Kidde Pi9010 

(in the guide starting on page 55) dual-

sensor alarm.

McCoy also stressed the need for 

an escape plan, and for RV owners 

to not only know the location of their 

escape hatch, but also to practice using 

it. He explained: “Unfortunately, RV 

salespeople often don’t show you how 

to operate the hatch. What I fi nd inter-

esting having spent 35 years in the fi re 

department is that the safety standards 

only require the escape hatch to be 17 

inches tall by 24 inches wide.”

It’s because of these confi ned 

dimensions that McCoy is vigilant 

about owners actually testing their 

escape hatch, which also requires 

a bit of dexterity. He called testing 

the escape hatch the “single most 

important thing that they could learn

to save their life — even far above 

using a fi re extinguisher.”

Of course, you should always have 

a fi re extinguisher on hand in the event 

of a fi re. But just having one is not 

going to do any good if you don’t know 

how to use it, or if it is out of date.

“Service your fi re extinguisher,” 

McCoy said. “Look at the gauge, make 

sure the needle is in the green. Take 

it out of the bracket and tap it to make 

sure the powder is loose. This should 

be done every 30 days.”

The Silent Killer
Carbon monoxide is the byproduct 

of incomplete combustion resulting 

from malfunctioning appliances such 

as furnaces, stoves, ovens and water 

heaters that operate on LP-gas and 

auxiliary 120-volt AC generators. When 

these appliances are not properly 

ventilated, the amount of CO in the 

air could ultimately rise to a poten-

tially deadly level. CO is especially 

dangerous because you cannot see, 

taste or smell the gas, leading to 

its “silent killer” moniker. Other CO 

sources include vehicle exhaust, fuel-

burning cooking appliances used for 

heating purposes (never use the oven 

in your trailer for heat) and charcoal 

grills used in a tent, RV or other un-

ventilated area.

Underwriters Laboratories (UL), 

the global safety science experts, 

estimates CO poisoning is respon-

sible for approximately 500 deaths in 

the United States each year. When a 

victim inhales excessive amounts of 

CO, the gas enters the bloodstream 

and replaces the oxygen molecules 

found on hemoglobin, which deprives 

the heart and brain of the oxygen 

necessary to function. CO poisoning 

victims may initially suffer fl u-like 

symptoms such as nausea, fatigue, 

headaches, dizziness, confusion and 

diffi culty breathing. CO poisoning can 

also cause blood pressure to rise, which 

Always have an escape plan: Know the location of your escape 

hatch and test it. 

B
lu

e 
O

x,
 C

ir
cl

e 
1

0
7

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d

October 2013  TRAILER LIFE  53

http://blueox.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


The laid-back nature of the lifestyle often leads RVers 
to neglect detectors and alarms. Knowing how to 
maintain these products is the key to safe RVing.

causes the victim’s skin to become pink 

or red. Young children and pets are 

generally the fi rst affected.

CO alarms are intended to trigger 

at carbon monoxide levels below those 

that cause a loss of ability to react to 

the danger of CO exposures. And, like 

smoke detectors, the location of these 

alarms is critical. McCoy said CO and 

LP-gas detectors are often bundled 

together by the device manufacturer. 

In addition, they’re usually installed 

just above the fl oor. LP-gas is heavier 

than air, while CO is lighter than air, 

so, McCoy said, it’s pretty obvious 

that CO detectors should be separate 

from LP-gas detectors and should be 

mounted up on the ceiling or up on the 

wall where the ceiling meets it.

Despite McCoy’s concerns, it should 

be noted that combining an LP-gas 

and CO detector and mounting it at 

a lower level is perfectly acceptable 

under the National Fire Protection As-

sociation Standard 720-2009, which 

states, “The location for effective per-

formance is not generally dependent 

on mounting height. The density of 

carbon monoxide is similar to that of 

air at room temperature, and carbon 

monoxide generally mixes readily with 

air.” In addition, UL 2034, the Standard 

for Single and Multiple Station Carbon 

Monoxide Alarms, does not include any 

requirements or tests for CO alarms 

installed at specifi c heights. Because of 

this, these dual sensors — such as the 

Safe-T-Alert alarms available from MTI 

Industries — have undergone scientifi c 

testing and have proven effective.

Wherever you decide to mount your 

CO detector, regular maintenance is 

necessary, and that goes well beyond 

pushing the test button and waiting

for the chirp.

“The push-button test only checks 

the electronics,” McCoy said. “Is it still 

detecting at the degree it needs to? 

Usually the answer is no because it 

gets dirty. If you dust your rig, dust your 

detector.”

McCoy also recommends using 

canned air used for cleaning keyboards 

to keep the sensors clean. And 

remember that every detector — 

smoke, CO or even LP-gas — has a 

shelf life; consult the owner’s manual 

to see how often it should be replaced.

Living the RV lifestyle is carefree 

by nature, but we should always take 

the proper precautions for fi res and CO 

poisoning. “Probably the best thing you 

can do is attend a rally that provides 

some safety training,” McCoy said. 

“Fire safety, tire and weight safety, and 

driver safety. Those three things are 

what you really need to know. Even if 

you just get the basic information, you 

owe it to yourself to go to school.” 

Product Roundup
There are many RV-specifi c products 

available for carbon monoxide and/

or smoke detection. To help with your 

shopping, we’ve rounded up just a few 

from the major players.

SAFETY TIP
Use canned air to keep detector sensors clean. And remember 

that every detector has a shelf life.

“…Regular maintenance is 
necessary, and that goes well 
beyond pushing the test button….”

PLAYING IT SAFE
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Atwood Mobile
The Atwood carbon monoxide alarm 

features an easy-to-read digital display 

that clearly indicates CO levels at a 

glance. The alarm uses an electro-

chemical sensor designed by Atwood 

that contains a proton conducting 

membrane to generate a current when 

CO is present in the air. 

MSRP: $83.10

A non-digital CO detector (below) is 

also available; MSRP: $65.25

The company also has a combination 

CO/LP-gas detector, offering maximum 

protection from both hazards, according 

to Atwood Mobile. 

MSRP: $121.58

Atwood Mobile, 800-546-8759, 

www.atwoodmobile.com

BRK Electronics
BRK Electronics offers a pair of alarms 

for RV use. BRK model FG250RV is 

a single-station smoke alarm that 

operates on a 9-volt battery. The alarm 

features an 85 dB horn and push-but-

ton hush feature. The unit utilizes dual 

ionization chambers to increase ef-

fectiveness in sensing fi res. For carbon 

monoxide, BRK offers the CO250RVA, a 

detector utilizing photoelectric sensor 
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technology that features a test/silence 

button, and is approved for use in 

the United States and Canada. BRK 

products are primarily distributed by 

NTP Distribution. 

Contact your local retailer for 

pricing.

BRK Electronics, 800-275-2576, 

www.brkelectronics.com

First Alert
The CO400MRVA from First Alert 

features an electro-chemical carbon 

monoxide sensor, as well as two 

silence features and an end-of-life 

signal. 

First Alert products are primarily 

distributed by NTP Distribution. 

Contact your local retailer for 

pricing.

First Alert, 800-275-2576, 

www.fi rstalert.com

Kidde
The Kidde 9CO5 Carbon Monoxide 

Sensor is battery-operated and uses 

an electrochemical CO sensor for 

continuous protection. Other features 

include a test/reset button, dual LEDs, a 

low battery signal and a front-snap open 

cover for easy battery replacement. 

MSRP: $30 

The battery-operated Kidde Pi9010 

(above) photoelectric smoke alarm 

utilizes ionization-sensing technology 

and a compact 5 -inch design. A test 

button and low-battery power alarm 

round out the features. 

MSRP: $15

Kidde, 800-880-6788, www.kidde.com

MTI Industries/Safe-T-Alert
Safe-T-Alert offers the 35-742 CO/LP 

detector designed specifi cally for RVs. 

The detector is hard-wired to 12-volt 

DC power so there is no need for 

battery replacement. The test button 

allows users to easily check the unit’s 

operation, and both alarms remain 

fully functional during an event. (For 

example, if LP-gas is detected, the CO 

sensor will still check CO levels.)

MSRP: $123.20

Visit www.campingworld.com for 

Internet specials

Safe-T-Alert also offers a standard, 

battery-operated smoke alarm. The 

alarm uses ionization technology and 

features a test/mute button. 

MSRP: $15

MTI Industries, 800-383-0269, 

www.safe-t-alert.com q

PLAYING IT SAFE
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Call: 1-800-547-9798 or Visit: GoodSamTravelAssist.com
This is only an outline of the plan’s features.  Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations. Memberships not available to Canadian residents. Names changed for privacy. GTA25483 - 0713

PLANS STARTING AT JUST

$9999

http://goodsamtravelassist.com
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Unhitched THE MOTORIZED SIDE OF THINGS

Designed with RVing families 

in mind, the compact Chateau 

22E Class C motorhome is 

fuel-effi cient and easy to 

drive. Outside, the fi berglass 

front cap, along with Thor 

Motor Coach’s Full Color 

HD-MAX Exteriors come as 

standard features. Inside, 

the effi cient corner bedroom 

makes the most of its space, 

while the Premium Denver 

Mattress Pillow-Top allows 

for a comfy slumber. The 

family sized U-shape dinette 

provides plenty of room 

for meals, and an available 

child-safety seat tether is 

great for families with little 

ones. The large exterior 

storage compartment should 

swallow up most of the 

family camping gear. The 

Chateau 22E is available on 

a Ford E-350 or Chevy 4500 

chassis.

Engine ..........6.0-L V-8 / 6.8-L V-10 

Fuel Cap. ...............................57 gal.

GVWR .............................. 12,300 lbs.

Exterior Length .....................24’ 6”

Exterior Width .........................8’ 4”

Exterior Height With A/C ....10’ 10” 

Wheelbase ................................159”

Freshwater Cap. ..................50 gal.

Black-Water Cap. ................40 gal.

Gray-Water Cap. ..................37 gal.

LP-Gas Cap. ..........................10 gal.

Base MSRP .........................$71,425

PACK IT ALL IN SINCE 
A LARGE EXTERIOR 
STORAGE COMPARTMENT 
OFFERS PLENTY
OF SPACE FOR GEAR

Thor Motor Coach, 800-860-5658, www.chateau-rv.com

Class C Chateau
Thor’s 22E is designed for families

Chassis ....Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 3500

Engine ................... 3.0-L V-6 turbodiesel

Fuel Cap. ....................................26.4 gal.

Exterior Length ............. 23’ 1” – 24’ 4.5”

Exterior Width .............................. 6’ 7.7”

Exterior Height With A/C ................ 9’ 8”

GVWR ..................................... 11,030 lbs.

Wheelbase ....................................... 170”

Freshwater Cap. ...........................32 gal.

Black-Water Cap. .........................15 gal.

Gray-Water Cap. ...........................27 gal.

LP-Gas Cap. ...............................18.9 gal.

Base MSRP ..............................$136,585/

 $142,670 (Extended model)

That classic Airstream styling isn’t just for 

trailers. In fact, the Airstream Interstate Class 

B motorhome has been the top-selling Class B 

for the past two years. Though it doesn’t share 

the same exterior as the iconic trailers, the 

black or silver exterior will turn just as many 

heads as you travel down the highway. Advanced 

safety features such as front and rear parking 

sensors, a smart steering wheel and six air bags 

help enhance the driving experience, as do a 

multimedia in-dash touch-screen system, heated 

Ultraleather seats and aluminum Alcoa wheels. 

For in camp, the Interstate is available in a variety 

of confi gurations, all featuring holding tanks, 

appliances, a 6-gallon water heater and a lav. 

There’s even an available option for a golf-bag 

storage system ($452) for the duffer in us all.

Airstream, 877-596-6111, www.airstream.com

A CLASS B FOR AIRSTREAM ENTHUSIASTS
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Winnebago Industries, 641-585-3535, www.goitasca.com  q

Who says good things don’t come in small packages? 

With the powerful, yet nimble Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 

chassis as its foundation, the Itasca Reyo 25P Class A 

motorhome offers a unique combination of fun and fuel-

effi ciency. Features such as the Studio-Loft and FlexBed 

system make the most of the available space, allowing 

more room for popular features in the three 25-foot-

long models. The all-new 25P has a spacious lounge 

and large rear storage trunk. The single slide houses 

the BenchMark dinette and large wardrobe with three 

drawers below for additional storage. An Ultraleather 

Comfort Sofa/Sleeper with moveable table is available 

instead of the dinette.

Off to Greener Pastures in the Hopemobile
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) 

and Farm Sanctuary are bringing hope — the “Hopemobile,” that 

is — to neglected and abused farm animals. The organization’s Mer-

cedes-Benz Sprinter van was specially designed to transport rescued 

animals and take them to greener pastures in one of three locations 

in New York and California. The van’s exterior sports a life-size 

photo of a rescued calf named Elijah in his new home. The Sprinter’s 

custom-built interior has removable cages to accommodate various 

bird species and rubber fl ooring to provide traction for animals. The 

van is lined with stainless-steel for easy cleaning and is equipped with 

emergency medical kits with fl uid bags and IV sets.

www.farmsanctuary.com, www.aspca.com

Stop the Movement
Equalizer Systems Inc. has introduced its Stabi-Lite automatic electric 

motorhome stabilizing system to the retail aftermarket. Designed for 

Class C and B motorhomes that experience noticeable movement 

when RVers walk around inside with the slideout extended, the Stabi- 

Lite system provides a solid, level platform through a single-touch, 

automatic system. Equalizer says the Stabi-Lite is an ideal after market 

application for lighter Ford, Chevrolet and Sprinter chassis, and at less 

than 80 pounds, the system itself doesn’t add much weight. 

Installation is meant to be simple, with a chassis-specifi c, clamp-

style mount that requires no welding or drilling. The company says 

someone with basic mechanical skills should be able to install the 

Stabi-Lite in about two hours. MSRP is $825 and the Stabi-Lite system 

can be purchased online from Equalizer.

Equalizer Systems Inc., 800-846-9659, www.equalizersystems.comW
H
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Sprinter-Based Class A
The unique Itasca Reyo is offered in three fl oorplans

Chassis ...Mercedes-Benz Sprinter F50

Engine .................3.0-L V-6 turbodiesel 

Fuel Cap. ............................26.4 gal.

Exterior Length .....................25’ 5”

Exterior Width ..........................7’ 6”

Exterior Height With A/C .......... 11’

GVWR .............................. 11,030 lbs.

Wheelbase ................................170”

Freshwater Cap. ..................29 gal.

Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ..34/40 gal.

LP-Gas Cap. ..........................13 gal.

Base MSRP .......................$126,476
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by Chris Hemer

PRODUCTS 
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

Breathe Easy
Draw fresh air in or blow hot air out with a MaxxFan 

Standard ventilation fan from MaxxAir Ventilation 

Solutions. Available in remote control or manual lid 

opening models, these fans feature twin lid-lifting arms to ensure 

smooth and safe operation with no lid fl uttering during high winds 

or when the RV is traveling, according to the company. A powerful 

12-volt DC motor with built-in thermal protection operates a 

12-inch fan to circulate more than 900 cubic feet of air per minute. 

And when the lid is closed, the MaxxFan also operates as a ceiling 

fan, which MaxxAir reports is an exclusive feature.

MSRP: $371
316-832-3400, www.maxxair.com  Circle 128 on Reader Service Card q

Hot Stuff
Now featuring elegant, residential-

style burners, Suburban gas RV 

ranges offer sizes, features and 

options to meet most RV needs. 

The high-effi ciency, well-insulated 

17- and 22-inch ovens heat to 500 

degrees Fahrenheit and feature a 

large broiler area. These ranges 

have a high-output, 9,000-Btu front 

burner and two 6,500-Btu rear 

burners with linear valves for lots 

of cooking capacity. Slide-in three-

burner cooktops are also available. 

Suburban ranges and cooktops 

are designed to match the require-

ments of RV OEMs and aftermarket 

installers and are offered in black 

porcelain or stainless fi nishes to 

complement the décor of any RV. 

MSRP: Varies by application
423-775-2131, www.suburbanmfg.com
Circle 126 on Reader Service Card

This Marks Your SPOT
You like to get away from it all, but the 

idea of being cut off from all civiliza-

tion can be a little scary. SPOT helps 

you maintain a line of communication 

with friends, family and emergency 

assistance during extreme adventures 

where cell service isn’t available. 

The new SPOT Gen3 satellite GPS 

messenger offers enhanced func-

tionality with more tracking features, 

improved battery performance and 

more power options including re-

chargeable and USB direct line power. 

Features include alert for rescue, 

check-in, tracking, messaging and 

more. SPOT satellite coverage works 

around the world, according to the 

company. Annual subscription service 

starts at $149.99 per year.

MSRP: $149.95, plus annual subscription
866-651-7768, www.fi ndmespot.com
Circle 127 on Reader Service Card

Non-Stiction
Originally created for Interna-

tional Truck and Engine, Lubrica-

tion Specialties has developed Hot 

Shot’s Secret Stiction Eliminator, a 

product made from a combination 

of detergents and dispersants that 

is added to new or existing motor 

oil. The company claims Stiction 

Eliminator removes build-up from 

other oils, as well as the coking and 

varnishing left behind from over-

heating. In addition, the company 

says Stiction Eliminator will restore 

fuel-injector function, clean engine/

turbo deposits and fortify the existing 

engine oil. The product is guaranteed 

to either solve or signifi cantly improve 

problems resulting from build-up, or 

your purchase will be credited.

MSRP: $51.95 for 2-quart bottle
800-341-6516, www.hotshotsecret.com
Circle 125 on Reader Service Card

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT
★ ★★ ★ ★★

★ ★★ ★ ★★

http://www.suburbanmfg.com
http://www.fi
http://www.maxxair.com
http://www.hotshotsecret.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Ken Freund

Centerforce Clutches
Towing heavy trailers can be a grueling task for a clutch. In fact when it comes 

to street driving, nothing puts a clutch to the test like starting a truck and heavy 

trailer on a steep hill. Soup up that engine for even more power, and you’ll soon 

fi nd the limits of the stock clutch! Even without the extra horsepower and torque 

from engine modifi cations, you may be looking at expensive clutch failures.

Recently, Centerforce introduced its 

latest DFX series of high-performance, 

street-friendly, single-disc clutches. 

These use high technology to deliver 

reliable clutch performance when 

towing and running solo. The Center-

force design applies the physics of 

mass and centrifugal force to provide 

the higher clamping loads that modern 

clutch facings need, while maintaining 

easy pedal effort, for modern high-

performance engines.

Centerforce DFX pressure plates 

feature patented manufacturing 

processes to provide a performance 

clutch that offers exceptional street 

characteristics, while delivering 

outstanding holding capacity and 

durability. The new Centerforce DFX 

disc features a heavy-duty, three-stage 

sprung hub design for heavy-duty 

use and reduced transmission gear 

noise. It’s the fi rst DFX series disc that 

features a wave spring (Marcel) cushion 

between the friction facings, to resist 

chatter and for improved drivability. 

The DFX employs powdered-metal 

friction technology that withstands 

high temperatures, while allowing for 

greater holding capacity and longevity 

along with smooth engagement.

According to the company, Center-

force DFX clutches are now available 

for Dodge Ram pickups from 2005-12 

with Cummins turbodiesel 5.9-L or 

6.7-L engines in 2500-5500 series 

trucks with G56 6-speed manual trans-

missions. The clutch is rated for up to 

1,200 lb-ft of torque. The DFX clutch 

set (part number 01352341) includes 

everything for a professional clutch 

replacement or upgrade, including 

the pressure plate, disc, fl ywheel, 

alignment tool, hydraulic slave/master 

actuating system, release bearing, pilot 

bearing and all clutch hardware. Note: 

When switching from a dual-mass 

fl ywheel, one may experience some 

gear and/or drivetrain noise. Other 

applications are available for popular 

light trucks commonly used for towing 

duties. Centerforce has more than 

1,600 non-asbestos clutch/pressure 

plate applications available.

Centerforce is a leading U.S. 

manufacturer of performance clutch 

systems. Midway Industries and Cen-

terforce brands are run by a three-

generation family owned business. 

Centerforce’s history goes back to the 

early 1980s when hot rodder Bill Hays, 

founder of Hays clutches and SEMA 

Hall of Fame member, sought to cure 

problems with existing designs, while 

developing a competition-rated clutch/

pressure plate system for use with 

non-asbestos friction facings. Hays’ 

design was patented and Centerforce’s 

Weighted Clutch System was a result.

In 1982, the Hays family founded 

Midway Industries Inc. to meet demand 

for Centerforce products and sub-

sequently invented and patented 

the Center force II, Centerforce Dual 

Friction, Centerforce LMC, DFX series 

clutch systems and DYAD Drive System. 

Starting from a small speed shop in 

Midway City, California, the Centerforce 

brand has earned a reputation for reli-

ability, quality and durability and has 

invested heavily in state-of-the-art 

technology, research and development, 

and quality control.

Contact Center force at 928-771-

8422 or www.centerforce.com.

2014 Ram 1500 Diesel Pickup
Sales of diesel vehicles in the United 

States have increased 24 percent 

between 2010 and 2012. Heeding the 

trend, Chrysler’s Ram truck division has 

announced that its EcoDiesel engine, 

which is available in the Jeep Grand 

Cherokee, will be offered as an option 

in 2014 model 1500 series pickups. The 

EcoDiesel V-6 engine is rated at 420 

lb-ft of torque and 240 horsepower and 

will be coupled to an 8-speed automatic 

transmission. In a 2WD, two-door, long-

bed confi guration, the new EcoDiesel 

will be rated to tow up to 9,200 pounds. 

The new 3.0-liter V-6 diesel will also 

offer best-in-class fuel effi ciency of 

better than 25 MPG on the highway. It 

will be emissions-compliant in all 50 

states. Equipped with a diesel oxidation 

catalyst, diesel particulate fi lter and se-

lective catalyst reduction, the EcoDiesel 

will be the cleanest light-duty diesel 

engine available. It will also be B20 

biodiesel capable. Biofuel reduces air 

pollutants and greenhouse gases. q

Centerforce DFX clutches are now 
available for Dodge Ram pickups 
from 2005-12 with Cummins 
turbodiesel 5.9-L or 6.7-L engines 
in 2500-5500 series trucks.
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HANDS ON STADLER FORM ANNA LITTLE CERAMIC HEATER  article and photos by Bob Livingston

Taking Out 
the Chill
Stadler Form Anna Little 
ceramic heater adds a 
touch of warm air while 
enhancing interior décor 
with Swiss styling

Fall is a great time to explore with 

fewer crowds and a lighter impact 

on RV parks, but the chilly air — re-

minding us that winter is on the way 

— usually requires the use of a heat-

ing source inside our RVs. Forced air 

furnaces are the norm, but they can be 

overkill when simply looking for a way 

to take the chill out of the inside air, not 

to mention the noise and the cost of LP-

gas. Many of us turn to small, portable 

120-volt AC heaters to add just the right 

amount of warmth — or to supplement 

on colder days. There are a number of 

these heaters on the market from tiny 

cubes to rotating towers; Stadler Form 

offers a Swiss-designed heater called 

the Anna Little that is as stylish as it is 

petite.

Admittedly, it’s hard to get excited 

about a portable heater, but this one 

portrays art form as well as function. 

It’s less than 10 inches tall and only 

5  inches wide and 3  inches deep. 

The body is perched on a metal frame 

that presents an open look while of-

fering outstanding stability. Even if the 

heater accidentally tips over, the internal 

switch will immediately turn it off. This 

safety device is activated when the 

heater is tipped in any direction.

The Anna Little has a two-position 

switch that toggles between the high 

and low settings. On high, the heater 

offers a power output of 1,200 watts 

and on low, 700 watts. Heat output is a 

little lower than most portable heaters, 

which range in the 1,500-watt category, 

but it offers a surprising amount of heat 

for such a little device. And, the lower 

rating allows owners with only 30-amp 

service to conserve a little power for 

other uses while the heater is on. For 

those looking for maximum output from 

a portable heater, the Anna Little has a 

bigger sister, the Anna, which is rated 

up to 1,500 watts and only tacks on 5 

inches to the height.

The controls are very simple. A push-

button switch turns the heater on and 

off, indicated by a red LED on the front. 

Another push button switch changes the 

heat output and a dial regulates the tem-

perature. The dial has no visible settings, 

but fi nding the desired comfort level is 

just a matter of rotating the dial toward 

the hotter or colder icons until the heater 

clicks on or off. Once set, the heater will 

automatically cycle on and off to keep 

the desired temperature. When cycled 

off, the heater fan is also shut down. The 

fan is whisper quiet, which will be appre-

ciated by light sleepers or those trying to 

watch TV.

The heart of the heater is a ceramic 

element that is self-regulating. It pro-

vides very comfortable warm air and is 

protected from overheating. The hous-

ing becomes warm while the element 

is active but the sides and back are cool 

enough to touch. For cleaning, a fi lter 

is built into a plastic frame that snaps 

into place on the backside of the heater. 

It’s easy to visually inspect and to wash 

when necessary.

At 3 pounds, the diminutive Anna 

Little can be moved into any small 

space where there is at least 3 feet 

of clearance from combustibles. It’s 

perfect for warming bathrooms and 

other areas inside the rig when the air 

is chilly, and for colder days, it’s a good 

supplemental heater for use in areas 

where heat distribution from the forced 

air furnace is ineffective.

The Anna Little has a retail price 

of $80; the Anna is $100. There are a 

number of resources online where the 

Anna Little can be purchased. q

Stadler Form USA, 877-663-7895, 

www.stadlerformusa.com

Controls for the Anna Little heater are in the top, back portion of the housing. Switches are 
used to turn on/off, choose high or low heat outputs and to set the desired temperature. Filter 
is removed from the back for cleaning.

PORTABLE HEAT »                                               Swiss styling and petite 
size make the heater visually pleasing and easy 
to fi t inside an RV.
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*    Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, prepayment penalties, and restrictions may apply.
** Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APRs noted above are available only for consumer transaction applications submitted 

by October 31, 2013. APR is valid for 30 days from date of loan approval. For a refinance request, RV must be 2003 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2005 
model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale Base 
Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Information is accurate as of July 19, 2013. This offer is not available 
to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer), visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms. Financing provided through Good Sam Finance Center.  
©2013 Good Sam Finance Center  GRL25553 - 0713

CALL
1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 522

GoodSamRVLoans.com/522

VISIT

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
THESE COMPETITIVE RATES!

PURCHASE OR REFINANCE your RV with APRs* as low as 4.37%**

Now is the time...
Purchase a new or pre-owned RV or refinance your 

existing RV loan with competitive rates. Good Sam 

Finance Center has experienced RV associates ready  

to provide fast, convenient, and flexible service to 

make the process hassle-free so you can focus on 

enjoying your RV.

Thinking of Purchasing...
Did you know that Good Sam Finance Center offers 

financing for private party and dealer purchases? 

Whether you are purchasing an RV from your 

neighbor or dealer down the street or across 

country, we have the RV financing you may need.

Thinking of Refinancing...
If you’d like to take advantage of the current interest 

rates and the potential to reduce your monthly 

payments, refinancing your existing RV loan may 

make financial sense - get the ball rolling today!

Are you a Full-Timer?
Good Sam Finance Center offers financing for the 

perfect RV to call home. Contact us for rates and 

terms for full-timer financing.

APRs* As Low As

4.62%**

on loan amounts of $50k to $74,999
4.37%**

on loan amounts of $75k+
4.87%**

on loan amounts of $25k to $49,999

http://goodsamrvloans.com/522
http://www.trailerlife.com


RV CLINIC

ROOF BUBBLES, PART 3

Q I read the letter “Rubber Roof 

Bubbles” in the July issue. We have 

a 2011 Heartland Sundance fi fth-wheel 

we purchased in late 2011. I recently 

noticed a bubble about the size of a sil-

ver dollar in our roof. I called the dealer 

(Giant RV) to report this and was told 

that because my fi fth-wheel was out of 

THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certifi ed Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and 
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

warranty I would have to contact Heart-

land. I pointed out the fact that when I 

purchased the unit I was told that the 

roof had a 10-year warranty. The lady 

said that would have to be taken up with 

the manufacturer.

 I called Heartland and described 

the problem with a rep; his response 

was that I would have to contact the 

BRAKE CHATTER

Q I purchased a new 27-foot Kodiak trailer last year 

and am pulling it with a 2010 Chevy Silverado half-

ton, which does a great job with the exception of the 

brakes that pulsate or chatter when applied. When I 

apply the trailer brakes with the controller manually 

it is smooth and will stop the rig smoothly. When the 

trailer is not attached, the truck stops smoothly. But 

when I apply the brakes with the trailer attached and using the truck brake pedal 

only, the trailer brakes chatter or pulsate, not allowing a smooth stop.

I have never seen this in any of your articles and was wondering if this is nor-

mal or if you have any ideas on how to correct it. 

Del, Via email

A After independent testing of the trailer brakes via manual control and the 

truck brakes when driving solo, you’ve isolated the likely cause to the interface 

between the two: the brake control. It seems like the brake control is way out of 

adjustment, and that’s causing the shuddering or chattering you’ve experienced. 

You didn’t say what brand or model of brake control you’re using so it’s tough to pin 

down any specifi cs, but in general, the unit’s gain should be adjusted so the trailer 

brakes don’t lock up when manually applying the brakes with the emergency lever. 

Next, if it’s an inertia-based brake control instead of a time-based, the unit’s 

inertial sensor should be adjusted to your liking. In some models, with the vehicle 

not moving, you place your foot on the brake and move the adjustment lever until 

the green indicator LED just begins to fl icker to red. That’s a good starting point, 

and then you adjust the sensor more or less aggressive as your driving preference 

dictates. Other models have similar adjustment procedures detailed in their in-

structions. Ideally, the trailer brakes should be in sync with the truck brakes such 

that both are applied evenly and smoothly. If you can’t fi nd a good adjustment for 

your controller, you should take the truck and trailer to a dealer for a professional 

on-site adjustment. — Jeff Johnston

Classic Accessories, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

http://classicaccessories.com
http://www.trailerlife.com
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manufacturer of the roof material. I 

explained that the problem was not the 

material but the installation. He said 

the bubble was not unusual and that I 

shouldn’t do anything about it. In short, 

Heartland wasn’t going to do anything.

When I purchased the unit, the 

salesman talked about what a quality 

product Heartland made. Now I wonder 

what other surprises might be in the 

future.

Joe Lopez, La Verne, California

A This subject comes up a lot, Joe. 

Roof bubbles as you describe are 

common and fairly normal, but that 

doesn’t mean they’re right. A silver-

dollar-size bubble (we’ll see how many 

of our young readers need to go to 

Google to learn what a silver dollar is) 

is pretty small and nothing to worry 

about yet, but it can grow. You should 

contact the rep who told you the bubble 

was “…not unusual and that I shouldn’t 

do anything about it…” and get that 

information in writing. Later on, if the 

bubble expands and (continued on page 69) C
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For advertising information contact Kathy Schurman:
Phone 763-497-2458    Fax 270-438-4757    Email Kathy.Schurman@goodsam.com 

Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classifi ed Department, 516 Maple Knoll Way NW, St. Michael, MN 55376

GET A 
BOOST

1-800-315-9589  |  AMP-RESEARCH.COM

Genuine AMP Research PowerStep™ 
running boards automatically extend 
down for an easier, safer step up into 
your truck cab. Integrated LED lights. 
600 lb load rating. Proven, all-season 
rock-solid reliability. 5-year warranty. 
And they’re proudly made in the USA.

GOT A WEDGIE?

LED Upgrade for Wedge Base Bulbs
912, 921 and Similar

50,000 HOURS OF CONTINUOUS USE
JIRAH COMPANY 909-297-1926
www.jirahled.com

sales@jirahled.com

ULTRA-HIGH  
EFFICIENCY

SAVES FUEL!
RUNS COOL!

See us in  

Booth 343 at the 

Good Sam Rally  

in Atlanta

mailto:Kathy.Schurman@goodsam.com
http://www.jirahled.com
mailto:sales@jirahled.com
http://idahotote.com
http://climatebugshield.com
http://speedwaysales.com
http://www.amp-research.com
http://www.motosportsofukiah.com/Default.asp
http://powercaster.com
http://www.trailerlife.com
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CARGO, MOTORCYCLE CARRIER.
2000 lb rating with 100 lbs on RV

mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS

Your backyardadventure

ArkansasStateParks .com

Mississippi River State Park

CALIFORNIA

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

Good Sam Club now offers 
even more money-saving 

reasons to join!
Good Sam RV Park  

 Camping Discounts
Camping World Club Pricing
Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane &  

 Dump Station Discounts 
Preferred Rates on Insurance  

 and Roadside Assistance
Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call

CONTACT: Kathy Schurman 763-497-2458 kathy.schurman@goodsam.com 

To advertise in the RV Marketplace

mailto:kathy.schurman@goodsam.com
http://poliglowproducts.com
http://www.parkit360.ca
http://boliyusa.com
http://mountainmaster.net
http://azstateparks.com
http://www.arkansasstateparks.com
http://www.chulavistarv.com
http://www.goodsamclub.com
http://www.trailerlife.com
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requires costly 

repairs, you can refer to that communi-

cation when it comes time to settle the 

bill. — J J.

LEVELING/STABILIZING JACKS

Q I have a 30-foot Wildwood with one 

leveling jack on each corner, plus  

four more that I installed — one pair 

forward and one pair aft of the axle for 

a total of eight jacks. The trailer com-

pletely loaded weighs 7,600 to 7,700 

pounds. With more than 20,000 pounds 

of lifting capacity is it possible to go 

from side to side and gradually lift the 

wheels off the ground, block up the 

axles, then lower the jacks to get the 

weight off the tires while in storage? I 

realize I must use care not to let the RV 

move front to rear while doing so.

Bob Hammer, Via email

A Those jacks on your trailer are 

correctly known as stabilizing 

jacks, Bob, not leveling jacks. They’re 

designed for use after the trailer has 

been leveled at which point you crank 

down the jacks, then snug them up 

to help keep the trailer from shifting 

around. The jacks are rated to handle a 

certain load capacity, but that doesn’t 

mean you should place that much dead 

weight on each one. I would not recom-

mend you use those jacks to support 

the trailer as described above.

In fact, there’s no need to take the 

trailer’s weight off the tires when the 

trailer is in storage. That’s how most 

RVers store their trailers, tires on the 

ground, but placed on some type of 

plastic or metal pads to avoid having 

moisture wick up into the tires long 

term. However, if you really feel you 

need to raise the tires, the better idea 

to take the load off the tires would be 

to simply raise each axle end, one at a 

time, and add a secure stack of blocks 

or jack stands under each axle to sup-

port the tires off the ground. That’s a 

much safer way to go. — J.J. 

TRAILER WEIGHT

Q We have been RVing only three or 

four years, and currently have a 30-

foot travel trailer. We are considering 

moving to a fi fth-wheel now that we are 

both retired. We are getting confusing 

answers about the correct total weight 

of trailers. Surprise, huh? I mean, “your 

truck will pull that big trailer with no 

problem” has been a recurring theme. 

Would you mind helping us out? We’re 

looking at units that are 28-34 feet, good 

insulation, good galley and bedroom.

We have an ‘07 Dodge Ram 2500, 

6.7-liter diesel, Quad Cab, 6-foot bed, 

and Dodge says it’s rated to tow 13,000 

pounds.

One unit we are looking at is the 

Crossroads Cruiser CF31LK fi fth-

wheel, with a dry weight of 9,264 

pounds, carrying capacity 3,112 pounds, 

GVWR 12,376 pounds. I think we can do 

this, but what does dry weight include? 

I’ve had answers of both with and 

without water, fuel, etc. Does the hitch 

weight of 1,976 fi t in? How about 7,288 

axle weight — there are two axles, so 

do I need to double this fi gure?

As you can tell, I’m confused and 

need to talk with someone who’s reli-

able — and not making a buck on my 

decision! If you can help me, I’d appre-

ciate it. If you don’t have time, can you 

recommend a source for this info?

Jim and Bobbye Stout, Via email

A Dry weight can also be called 

empty weight and it doesn’t in-

clude any fl uids or cargo. It’s just the 

empty trailer or motorhome, as the 

case may be. Each RV is supposed to 

be equipped with a data sheet that 

lists wet weight, or the weight of the 

RV plus fl uids but no cargo. That wet 

weight fi gure is a lot more practical for 

estimating any payload capacities you 

have for that vehicle. Figure water at 

8.34 pounds per gallon and LP-gas at 

4.2 pounds per gallon when calculating 

what you have left for cargo. 

In your case, your truck is rated 

to tow more than the trailer’s 12,376-

pound GVWR, so as long as you don’t 

overload the trailer by exceeding its 

GVWR you should be OK. Keep in mind 

that payload weight in the truck also 

applies to the unit’s gross combination 

weight rating (GCWR) so if you add a lot 

of weight to the truck, that’s going

to count toward reducing the truck’s 

towing capacity.

(continued from page 65)

 Keep your RV running in tip-top
shape using our Expert Tech Tips
and RV How-To Video Library

 Access anytime from your PC,
Mac or Mobile Device

*Limited time offer expires Oct 1, 2013. Valid on Annual Membership only. Dis-
count cannot be combined with other offers.

RV HOW-TO

VIDEO
YOUR DESTINATION FOR

Full-Access™ Exclusive
Videos Include:

Go to TrailerLife.TV/TL10
to claim your discount and learn more!

SAVE30%

Presented by:

LIMITED TIME OFFER 
ONLY $20.98/YEAR!

00413i

http://trailerlife.tv/tl10
http://www.trailerlife.com
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There are many online resources 

that explain weight and loading mat-

ters in far more detail than we have the 

space for here. A Google search will get 

you going, but for starters, try www 

.rv.net, go to the RV Buyers Guide page, 

and click the link on “Weight & Fuel” 

in the Research Center. You can also 

check www.changingears.com, among 

others online, for some detailed RV 

weight explanations. Good luck! — J.J.

TOW RIG FRONT-END BOUNCE

Q I saw the letter “Bucking Truck” by 

Newton Bruce in April’s RV Clinic. 

He was asking about the problem of 

the bouncing front end when pulling his 

travel trailer.

I’m pulling a 23-foot fifth-wheel 

and after I towed it a couple of times 

I noticed a little front-end bounce. I 

talked with my buddy who has serviced 

my truck since new and he said I may 

want to put air bags on to take that out 

but not put the ones on that sit on top 

of the axle as Toyotas tend to break P
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axles. I found some air ride bags and 

installed them myself. They attach to 

the frame in front of the axle. I had 

to figure out what was the right air 

pressure as not to change the ride of 

the truck but to take out the bounce. 

Once that was done I know each time 

I hookup what air pressure to put in 

the bags. My wife and I traveled 6,500 

miles and it felt like the truck did not 

have the trailer on and my wife liked 

the ride. I have had the bags on for five 

years now. I keep the recommended 5 

psi in them when not towing.

Bill A., Via email

A We‘re not too sure about the tech-

nician’s claim that Toyotas tend to 

break axles, Bill; if that’s the case we 

haven’t heard anything about that situ-

ation. Toyota trucks are highly reliable 

and if there’s any claimed axle break-

age going on we’d need to see some 

facts and statistics behind the claims, 

such as how was the truck loaded and 

being used during the axle failure. I 

would not count “axle breakage” as 

any reason to choose one product over 

another.

The front-end bounce you experi-

enced could be due to the extra load on 

the truck’s rear axle when your trailer 

is hitched up. You didn’t say which Toy-

ota model you own so we can’t guess 

about how the weight and loading fig-

ures apply here. But with weight in the 

back, even properly loaded weight, the 

truck will naturally squat down a bit on 

the rear axle. That changes the front/

rear loading dynamics and that can 

cause what you experience as front-

end bounce. With the air bags out back, 

the truck is close to its level ride height 

and that seems to have cured the 

bounce. Thank you for passing along 

your experience! — J.J.

TRAILER TIRE CAPACITY

Q We just purchased a 2013 Bay 

Hill 320RS built by EverGreen RV. 

The unloaded trailer weight from the 

manufacturer is 11,303 pounds and 

the trailer is rated at 14,600 pounds 

max weight. The axle ratings are 6,000 

pounds per axle for a total of 12,000 

pounds. We made our first trip with it 

a couple of weeks ago and decided to 

weigh the rig. We stopped in a truck 

stop in Flagstaff, Arizona. The total 

gross weight of the truck (2007 Dodge 

Ram 2500 Mega Cab 4WD) and trailer 

was 21,020 pounds. I dropped the 

trailer and weighed just the truck and 

the gross weight of the truck only was 

7,880 pounds, this would make the 

trailer weight at 13,140 pounds. My 

concern is that with the weight of the 

trailer alone, the axles are overloaded. 

What are your thoughts on this? Any 

ideas would bring peace of mind.

Don Frank, Phoenix, Arizona

A We get this sort of question quite 

frequently. It’s good to see readers 

are concerned about overloading, as 

we have been preaching about this for 

decades. The good news is that your 

trailer axles are not overloaded be-
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yond their ratings. Fifth-wheel trailers 

typically carry 18 to 20 percent of their 

total weight on the hitch (pin weight). 

If we use the low side fi gure of 18 

percent of 13,140 pounds, that pencils 

out to 2,365 pounds hitch pin weight. 

Subtract that from the overall trailer 

weight and you have 10,775 pounds on 

the two axles, which is well below their 

maximum ratings. 

To determine your trailer’s hitch 

weight, next time you visit a scale with 

the trailer in tow, start by weighing just 

the truck with the trailer axles parked 

off the scale. Then unhook the trailer 

as you did previously, and weigh the 

truck again by itself. Deduct the differ-

ence of the two weights and you’ll get 

hitch weight. — Ken Freund q

HAVE A QUESTION? » Email our 

experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com or 

write to: RV Clinic, 2575 Vista Del Mar 

Drive, Ventura, California 93001. No 

phone calls, please.
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QUICK 
FIX

10-MINUTE TECH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS
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To send your submission,    write to: 10-Minute Tech,    2575 Vista Del Mar Drive,    Ventura,    California 93001 or email: 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. 
Please include an illustration or photo if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.

Leave the Lever Open
If you have a toilet that fl ushes using a hand lever, here’s a good 

way to keep the valve open for those times when you want to top 

off the black tank before emptying or add water for rinsing out 

the tank during the dumping process. Just cut a 1-by-2-inch pine 

furring strip to length and cut a 4-inch section of ¾-inch foam pipe 

insulation that can be used on the end. Fully open the toilet-fl ushing 

lever, mark the furring strip and cut to length. Pressure against the 

fl ushing lever spring will keep the pine strip in place (it does not 

have to be attached) and the foam insulation will cushion it against 

the back wall. I suggest that you continually monitor the lever while 

adding water to make sure the pine strip doesn’t slip off.

Jeff Allen, Midlothian, Virginia

Easy Find for Saw Blades
I carry an assortment of tools (as do many of us) designed 

to support my RV travel. Everything’s stashed in that 

toolbox, from socket sets to saw blades. I’ve found that 

when I’m looking for a saw blade, I’ll be looking right at 

it but can’t see it! Saw blades and fi les have a tendency 

to hide right in plain view. I’ve solved that problem with 

small lengths of PVC pipe with caps. You can make them 

as big or long as you need. Pipes in widths of ½- ¾- and 

1-inch with 8-12 inches in length work best for me. I 

put ID labels on them, so now I know exactly where 

everything is and just grab the proper pipe. The cost of 

the pipe caps is the biggest expense — two for $1, and 

most people have spare pipe lying around.

Mike Cressy, Titusville, Florida

Emergency Sink Plunger
Don’t have a plunger handy? Use an empty plastic liter soda or juice container with an opening that 

fi ts snug into the drain. Squeeze and squeeze until the drain is open. That’s what I did when the 

sink in my camper van plugged up. Cost is $0!  — Lucien Trudeau, Manchester, New Hampshire q

mailto:10minutetech@trailerlife.com
http://www.trailerlife.com
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FREE TRAVEL INFORMATION

Alaska 
Alaska and Yukon. Get your FREE Official 

Alaska and Yukon Vacation guides today! 

www.alaskayukon.net/trl. Circle 130 on 

Reader Service Card.

Alaska’s unique state ferry system offers 

affordable, year-round transportation along 

3,500 miles of scenic coastal waterways. 

Visit us at www.FerryAlaska.com or call 800-

642-0066 to start your reservation today. 

Circle 131 on Reader Service Card.

Arkansas 
Hook up your rig at Arkansas State Parks’ 

campsites and enjoy all the campground 

enhancements. Scenic lake, river and 

mountain settings. Outdoor recrea tion 

choices abound. Call 888-287-2757, or visit 

www.arkansasstateparks.com. Circle 132 on 

Reader Service Card.

Only Hot Springs National Park in Arkansas 

has so many unique things to do — from 

our famous thermal baths to an amazing 

botanical garden, fine dining and more! Visit 

www.hotsprings.org, or call 888-SPA-CITY. 

Circle 133 on Reader Service Card. 

Arkansas’ DeGray Resort State Park offers 

lakeside campsites, golf, trails, tennis, 

swimming, boating, fishing, horseback riding 

and an island lodge with restaurant. Call 

800-737-8355, or visit www.degray.com. 

Circle 134 on Reader Service Card. 

Florida 
With more than 120 miles of islands 

connected by bridges, the Florida Keys is a 

designated National Marine Sanctuary. Come 

and enjoy the spectacular natural wonders. 

Call 800-FLA-KEYS, or visit www.fla-keys.

com. Circle 135 on Reader Service Card.

Camp under the trees at Florida State Parks. 

Sites feature water, electricity and a central 

dump station. For more information, visit 

www.floridastateparks.org, or call  

850-245-2157. For reservations, go to 

 www.reserveamerica.com. Circle 136 on 

Reader Service Card.

The premiere Lake Harris RV Resort with 

marina and motel on Lake Harris has 336 

luxury sites, cable TV, 9-hole exec. golf 

course, pool, 120 lighted wet slips, inside 

storage to 32 feet. Call 800-254-9993, or go 

to www.lakeharrisresort.com. Circle 137 on 

Reader Service Card. 

Idaho
Idaho Travel Council. Stretch your imagina-

tion and budget with a vacation to Idaho, to 

keep you smiling after your vacation ends. 

Order a free travel guide at www.visitidaho 

.org, or call 800-VISIT-ID. Circle 138 on 

Reader Service Card.

Idaho RV Campgrounds Association. RV 

IDAHO! The scenery is breathtaking, outdoor 

recreation is legendary and the folks are 

friendly. Stay awhile and play in Idaho. For a 

free RV/campground guide, call RV-IDAHO, 

or visit www.rvidaho.org. Circle 139 on 

Reader Service Card. 

Missouri 
Free Missouri Vacation Planner. For fun 

places and great memories, enjoy a Missouri 

escape! Plan yours at 2100, ext. 89, or www 

.visitmo.com. While online, check out our 

valuable money-saving coupons. Circle 140 

on Reader Service Card.

The beautiful 54,000-acre Lake of the 

Ozarks offers a breathtaking panorama 

plus 261 holes of golf, fishing, a premium 

outlet mall, music shows, show caves, 

waterparks, two state parks. Call 800-

FUNLAKE or visit www.funlake.com. Circle 

141 on Reader Service Card. 

Montana 
Epic views bookended by Glacier and Yellow-

stone national parks. Friendly locals sharing 

the unexpected and maybe their huckleberry 

pie. For your free Montana guidebook, call 

800-VISIT-MT, or go to www.visitmt.com. 

Circle 142 on Reader Service Card. 

Visit Glacier National Park and satisfy your 

sixth sense — adventure, golf, hike, fly-fish, 

raft, cycle and more. Call 800-338-5072, or 

visit www.mt.glaciermt.com. Circle 143 on 

Reader Service Card. 

Ohio 
Ohio State Parks. Discover Ohio at any of 

our 57 state-park campgrounds. Open year-

round: hiking, golf, swimming, picnicking, 

boating, nature programs. Call 866-

OHIOPARKS for reservations, or visit  

www.ohiostateparks.org. Circle 144 on 

Reader Service Card. 

Wyoming 
Buffalo Bill’s Cody/Yellowstone Country, 

Wyoming: Rodeos, history, culture, outdoor 

adventure, recreation, tours, wildlife and 

Yellowstone National Park. Enjoy fine dining, 

museums, shopping, music and more. Call 

800-393-2639 or visit www.yellowstone 

country.org. Circle 145 on Reader Service Card. 

Experience an adventure full of the spirit 

that is forever West. The Grand Tetons, Yel-

lowstone, Devils Tower and more. Wyoming. 

Forever West. Call 800-225-5996, or visit 

www.wyomingtourism.org. Circle 146 on 

Reader Service Card. 

CANADA
Yellowhead Highway — Crossing the Trans-

Canada Yellowhead Highway is a journey 

into Canadian history, including prairie 

mysteries and mountain legends. Request 

your free travel guide and map to explore 

the Yellowhead Highway in greater detail. 

Yellowhead it! Visit  www.yellowheadit.com 

or call 877-Go-Yello. Circle 147 on Reader 

Service Card.

Trailer Life’s Free Travel Information helps RVers with trip planning. The following attractions, states and Canadian province offer free informa-

tion about their facilities. To request materials, tear out the postage-paid card opposite the Advertisers Index, circle the numbers that correspond 

to your selections, fill out the card and drop it in the mail. For faster service, visit www.trailerlife.com/info and request your information online, 

and visit each listing’s website for immediate information.

http://www.trailerlife.com/info
http://www.alaskayukon.net/trl
http://www.FerryAlaska.com
http://www.arkansasstateparks.com
http://www.hotsprings.org
http://www.degray.com
http://www.fla-keys
http://www.floridastateparks.org
http://www.reserveamerica.com
http://www.lakeharrisresort.com
http://www.visitidaho
http://www.rvidaho.org
http://www.funlake.com
http://www.visitmt.com
http://www.mt.glaciermt.com
http://www.ohiostateparks.org
http://www.yellowstone
http://www.wyomingtourism.org
http://www.yellowheadit.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


FALL FUN IN
ATLANTA

GSC25471

Register to attend now and enjoy all the Rally has to offer! As a limited time, special 
offer you may be able to come to the Rally and camp for FREE!* Call 800-701-1399 
today to see if you qualify; hurry space is limited. Visit us online at TheRally.com for 
more information! *Early bird days and electric are available at an additional cost.

4 unforgettable days at the Camping World/Good Sam Rally!

The Rally puts the pedal to the metal at one of the fastest tracks on the NASCAR circuit, Atlanta Motor Speedway, October 17 
through 20. Get in gear for good times, great friends, warm Southern hospitality and new RVs and RV gear as far as the eye can 
see—all in the infield of Atlanta’s famed 1.54-mile quad-oval track.

PLUS – Don’t miss the Food Network’s Surreal Gourmet, Bob Blumer and the 
amazing daredevil agility dogs of K-9 Kings Entertainment!

More than 20 seminars a day, hundreds of exhibit booths displaying the latest 
in RV accessories, and a wide array of RVs on display - all on sale! 

Expect an extraordinary evening of sun-drenched harmonies, classic surf tunes 
and unfading youth when the legendary Beach Boys take the stage, performing 
their iconic hits from the ‘60s through the ‘80s.

One of the most popular and most recorded singers of the past quarter-century, 
country superstar Vince Gill consistently delivers spellbinding vocal performances 
with emotionally powerful song writing and world-class guitar-playing.

October 17-20, 2013

Test drive a 
Motorhome right  

on the track!

Don’t miss our exciting optional tours; Gone With The Wind Tour with a visit to 
Margaret Mitchell’s house, an Antebellum Homes Tour including a stop at the 
Atlanta History Center, Civil War History Tour including a stop at Oakland Cemetery, 
Atlanta City Tour, and Atlanta Aquarium.  Fly back in history and take a ride on a real 
Huey Helicopter!

Like all our Rallies, our goal is to make the next one better than the last.  
The following are just a few things we have in store:

http://therally.com
http://www.trailerlife.com
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ACCESSORIES
LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &

Ozone resistant -- good to 300  ̊F. 5-year warranty.

800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

BUSINESSES FOR SALE
Great Business Opportunity! RV sales &
service facility, est. 1978, located

in NE Oregon, view at smileyrv.com.

Health forces quick sale, was $1.5 million

now only $950,000. Call Tim 800-338-6562

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS
CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401.

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS--Travel and
stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income

selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65%

commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training.

www.SoutheastPublications.com

FULL-TIME RV’ING COUPLES-MULTIPLE INCOME
opportunity! Travel & earn up to 70% commission

& free camping. Sell local print/internet

advertising to established customer base

Apply at agspub.com or call 877-518-1989

HOMES FOR SALE
BEAUTIFUL RV PORT HOME W/PORT 24’W x 40’L
x 22’H, paved, full H/U, security gates,

sep 10’ x 24’ stor, custom 3-2-2 home, game

rm/guest apt. TX. $329K. 817-371-2359

or email jimdogcain@gmail.com

BELIZE PUNTA GORDA C.A. NEW MODERN SOLID
3BR house. Sea view, city water, elect,

cable TV, fenced in deeded lot. $135K.

For photos email alfpleil@hotmail.com

INVESTMENTS
EARN 6% INTEREST
PER ANNUM

1 (855) 306-3223 Toll Free

Not available in some states.

LEGAL SERVICES

1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

LOTS FOR SALE
ARIZONA RV SITES FOR SALE-Yuma area
Come join our winter family

Large lots, utilities & fence included-$35K

Debi 928-502-1144 www.copperridgerv.com

MAIL FORWARDING

LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$

NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700

www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL 

MOTORHOMES WANTED
WANTED
Have Cash, Will Travel

For 1998 and newer diesel coaches.

www.rvgone.com

Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.

60,000 RVs For Sale – By Owner and Dealer Listings

www.RVT.com or 1.888.479.1099

RV REGISTRY
www.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels

For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions

Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

RV SITES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS — S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village

Supersites $50s. RV Port Homes $170s.

N GEORGIA MOUNTAINS-RIVER VISTA RV RESORT

amenities. www.rvmountainvillage.com

706-746-2722 manager@rvmountainvillage.com

SERVICES

We guarantee BEST service and price

ACTION SERVICES, LLC
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees

Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service

Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save

over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for

professional, friendly service! 

TOURS

RV Tours & Rallies across North America

Visit  or

call for your FREE Catalog 

WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA 

Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC 

Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede

800-952-8496 www.fantasyrvtours.com

http://www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com
http://www.SoutheastPublications.com
mailto:jimdogcain@gmail.com
mailto:alfpleil@hotmail.com
http://www.montanallcattorney.com
http://www.copperridgerv.com
http://www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL
http://www.rvgone.com
http://www.RVT.com
http://www.rvregistry.com
http://www.rvmountainvillage.com
mailto:manager@rvmountainvillage.com
http://www.actionservices-mt.com
http://www.fantasyrvtours.com
http://www.trailerlife.com
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TOW VEHICLES/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER hauler, 330 Cummins
auto, 15 mpg solo, seats 6, all air ride, huge 

stor. New Horizons RV 38’ 3 S/O, RR L/R, 

rustic cherry, king, 3 fi replace, loaded. Sell 

sep. 623-451-7121.

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2001 FL60 FREIGHTLINER FULL TIME RVer,
Cat 3126, 6 spd RoadRanger, 35K brakes,

seats 5-6, sleeps 1-2, rr seat bd, massive

storage, all AirRide, 74K mi. 623-451-7121

2006 GMC C7500 RV HAULER, 275 HP
860 torque. Air ride: seats, cab, F&R axles,

hitch. Huge storage tool boxes. leather,

snd proof, 41K miles. 623-451-7121

TRAVEL TRAILERS/5TH WHEELS

NEW 2014 Heartland Landmark Key Largo
Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $73,900! Guar Best

Price! 877-643-7532. New units-Loaded. Cust order

avail no chg. View New/Used Units.www.rvs4less.net

Eggcamper LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC
EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer

EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR

www.eggcamper.com  616-437-9255

NEW 2014 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: Loaded
Only $97,581 New units-Cust order avail at no chg.

Guar Best Price! More info at 877-643-7532. View

Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net
 

NATION’S LOW PRICED 5th WHEEL EXPERTS
Huge inventory of new/used high end 5ths

DRV Mobile Suites, Lifestyle, Trilogy, HitchHiker

View units at www.kansasrvcenter.com

800-835-0676 or sales@nuwa.com for info

For advertising information contact Kathy Schurman:
Phone 763-497-2458    Fax 270-438-4757    Email Kathy.Schurman@goodsam.com 

Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classifi ed Department, 516 Maple Knoll Way NW, St. Michael, MN 55376

Now, more money-saving  
reasons to join!

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

 Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
 Camping World Club Pricing
 Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane & Dump  

 Station Discounts 
 Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call

Private Parties: $30 per line, four-
line minimum. Add $65 for color 
photo. All red text add $25.

Commercial: $72 per line, four-line 
minimum, 40 characters per line. 
For photo ads (limited to RVs and 
real estate), add $95 B/W or $115 
color. For logo add $95 B/W, $115 
color. No category limitations for 
logos. All red text add $50.

Display Advertising: 1” ad B/W 
$395. 2” ad B/W $675. Add $75 for 
color. Frequency discounts apply.

Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.

Email: kathy.schurman@goodsam.com 

Phone: (763) 497-2458

Fax: (270) 483-4757

Mail: Trailer Life

 Attn: Classifi ed Dept. 

 516 Maple Knoll Way NW 

 St. Michael, MN 55376

Classifi ed Rates

http://www.eggcamper.com
http://www.rvs4less.net
http://www.kansasrvcenter.com
mailto:sales@nuwa.com
mailto:Kathy.Schurman@goodsam.com
mailto:kathy.schurman@goodsam.com
http://www.trailerlife.com
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AMERICA’S 
OUTBACK

Aday of discovery — I remember 

it well — was a cold and blustery 

one. I was on Highway 97 in Oregon, 

having just passed the old lumbering 

town of Klamath Falls. An elderly gent 

there, where I bought gas, told me that 

Klamath Falls was where California fruit 

farmers got all their packing crates, but 

that ended in the 1930s. “We are now 

a city in transition,” he said. It was way too cold to stand 

there to hear the rest of that story, so I wished him luck and 

headed north.

The highway here runs beside the track of the Southern 

Pacifi c Railroad, which skirts the edge of Upper Klamath Lake. 

The largest natural lake in the state, its gray, choppy surface 

appeared about to spit out icicles, and a cloud bank — that 

was probably snow — obscured much of the other side.  

Although ridges of ice rose from the edge of the lake, the 

highway looked in spots to be below the level of the water. 

It may have been an optical illusion, but it appeared that the 

roadbed of the Southern Pacifi c served as a dike that kept 

the highway from being lake bottom on days like this.

Ahead was the town of Chiloquin. Night was not too 

many hours away and I was half looking for a place to 

spend it. I drove into town and crossed the railroad tracks.  

Amtrak’s Coast Starlight comes through here a couple of 

times a day, but doesn’t stop. Passenger trains used to 

stop; some would stay.  In the late 1800s, trains of  Pullman 

cars came here loaded with anxious fi shermen. The cars 

would sit on a siding for a week while their passengers 

fi shed in the Williamson and other rivers.

This was Indian country then. In fact, Chiloquin claims 

to be the fi rst town incorporated on an Indian reservation.  

That was in 1926.

The Chiloquin City Hall looks like a house with two front 

doors. A sign on one said “CLOSED,” but there was still a 

light on, so I went on in. John Law, who was head of public 

works, and Lillian Headly, then city recorder, seemed 

willing to share the end of their day with a stranger.

John told me that he never takes the keys out of his car. 

Small Town, 
Big News
This quaint village near the Cascade 
Mountains has a surprising law

“Stealing things is not popular here. We all have guns. It’s a 

city ordinance.”

“You’re kidding,” I said. 

“That’s right! It’s the law. If you are going to live in 

Chiloquin, you have to own a gun.”

Lillian reached into her desk and pulled out a two-page 

copy of the ordinance, dated June 14, 1982. Sure enough, 

“every head of household…is required to maintain a 

fi rearm, together with ammunition therefor.” The only ones 

exempt are those too disabled to use one, those whose 

religion prohibits it and convicted felons.

“I suppose what’s important is that word gets around 

that Chiloquin is an armed camp,” I said.

John smiled, “I don’t think of this town as an armed 

camp, but if the bad guys want to, that’s OK.”

About 720 people live in Chiloquin and, although incor-

porated, the town has no municipal police. 

I spent the night at the Waterwheel Campground on the 

Williamson River, and woke at dawn to a dusting of snow 

outside and a frozen water hose. I grabbed my camera and 

went out to look around. Each step on the frozen grass 

made a crunch so loud that I was afraid I would wake my 

neighbors. And high overhead geese were honking their 

way south in an undulating V formation.

Welcome to America’s Outback. q

by Bill GravesCHILOQUIN, OREGON

(Top) Upper Klamath Lake is backed by the Cascade Mountains and 
the peak of Mount McLoughlin. (Above) Oregon’s Williamson River 
is known for especially large wild rainbow trout.
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Welcome to our digital edition of Trailer Life magazine. This format makes it
easy for you to navigate the magazine and provides direct links to Internet
sites of our advertisers, our TrailerLife.com web site, and many web sites to
supplement our editorial features.

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital Trailer Life magazine, and we encourage your
comments and suggestions to our editor at donya.carlson@goodsam.com

Click on the TrailerLife.com button to go directly 
to our Web site.

Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring you back
to this page.

Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table of
Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.

Click on the Arrow buttons to navigate between pages.

Click on the Magnify glass buttons to zoom in and zoom out.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital Trailer Life:

When the hand icon changes to a pointing finger, it indicates a link to a 
web site or to another page in the magazine.
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